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PREFACE

THE following pages are an outgrowth of a seminar
on ‘“Paganism and Christianity,” given by Professor
James T. Shotwell in the year 19gog—-1g10. At that time
a series of monographs was planned, the object of which
was, as Dr. Humphrey expresses it, to treat of the con-
flict of religions fully and impartially in the light of all
available documentary evidence." But there was also a
further object, namely, to collect all the scattered source
material and present it in such a way that the reader
might have constantly before him the documents upon
which the opinions expressed in the text were based.
Accordingly, this work has been so arranged that each
chapter in the first part corresponds to a chapter in the
second part in which is given all the source material
bearing upon that period. Where the importance of the
document warrants, the text is given both in the original
and in translation.

The author wishes to express his deep sense of obliga-
tion to the Graduate Faculty in History at Columbia
University, and in particular to Professor James T. Shot-
well. To Professor Shotwell, under whose directions
this study has been prepared, the writer owes a great
debt. The author is also deeply indebted to Professor
William Walker Rockwell of Union Theological Semi-
nary, who has not only made many invaluable sugges-

VE. F. Humphrey, Politics and Religion in the Days of Augustine
(New York, 1913).
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tions, but who, as Librarian at the Seminary, has offered
every possible assistance. The writer is also most appre-
ciative of the work of Munroe Smith, Professor of Roman
Law, who has given many keen suggestions on the Roman
Law, and upon the translation of legal sources. For his
assistance on several difficult points of Latin translation,
the writer is indebted to Dr. Mario E. Cosenza, of the
College of the City of New York. He also wishes to
acknowledge the many hours of assistance on the part
of Mrs. Canfield.
L.H.C,
College of the City of New York, April, 1913.
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PART 1
THE EARLY PERSECUTIONS






CHAPTER 1
LecAL Basis or THE PERSECUTIONS

RELIGION is a social phenomenon. This fact is being
daily impressed upon us by anthropologists and sociologists.
It is, in both cult and belief, the expression of those things
treasured most by the society which professes or practices
it. These are “ sacred ” things, and any attack upon them,
even in the name of reform, has consistently met with re-
pression. From the primitive taboo, with its automatic
power of avenging sacrilege by supernatural terrors, to
priestly and then legal codes inflicting their own penalties,
the mysteries of religion have been universally safeguarded
from profanation. Religion, therefore, has always been the
special center of intolerance and persecution, because its
content is more highly valued by society than that of other
departments of social life, such as politics or philosophy.
Persecution, viewed from the standpoint of the dominant
group of society, is the preservation of ancient belief and
cult from the attack of sacrilege; it is part of the august
process of the maintenance of the moral order. Only the
victim and his sympathizers, who suffer from what to
them is injustice, speak of persecution. So, from the
origin of society to the present, intolerance has been an in-
trinsic part of the process of history.

This study is concerned with but a relatively small chap-
ter in the history of such a universal subject, but it is a
chapter upon which has been concentrated more attention
than any other in the whole field. The persecution of
Christians by pagan mobs and by the Roman authorities
has attracted a degree of attention second only to the nar-

46s) 17



18 EARLY PERSECUTIONS OF THE CHRISTIANS [466

rative of the New Testament itself. It has been exagger-
ated by historians from the credulous Orosius at the open-
ing of the fifth century to the sceptical Renan in the nine-
teenth. It has been emphasized and worked over in every
history of the church, and has been an exhaustless theme
of art and literature. The very paucity of the earlier
sources has invited controversy and accordingly swelled the
wvolume of writings upon the subject. (Conjecture and sur-
mise as to the motives of persecutions, the attitude of the
emperors, the extent and intensity of successive persecu-
tions, have furnished plentiful material for many a so-called
history, while as much genuine historical research has been
produced to sweep away speculations and present the facts
as they come to us in the sources. But since the data are
80 few, they still invite controversy in the days of scien-
tific history as they drew conjecture in the pre-scientific]
The persecution of the Christians was not begun on re-
ligious grounds, but for reasons purely social and political.
Christianity by no means presented a new problem in the
Roman state. Long before this sect was heard of, the state
had developed a well-defined policy for dealing with for-
eign religions. In general this policy was syncretistic, that
is to say, as the Romans conquered new communities their
gods were gradually adopted into the Roman state worship,
either by being identified with some of the dis indigetes and
admitted within the pomerium, or by being incorporated
into the national worship as dii novensiles.! But with the
rapid expansion of Rome and with the constant influx of

2 Vide, ]J. Marquardt, Romische Staatsverwaltung, and ed. (Leipzig,
388s), vol. iii; French translation by Brissaud, Le Culte ches les
Romeains, (Paris, 1889) ; G. Wissowa, Religion und Kultus der Romer,
(Mimchen, 1912) 2nd. ed.; W. Fowler, The Religious Esperience of
the Romen People (London, 1911). For a brief discussion see E.
Hardy, Christienity end the Romen Government (Londom, 1804),
and. od, in Studies in Romen History (Loadon, 1906), p. 4
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foreigners into the capital city, it was but natural that

many strange cults should creep into Rome which were not

recognized by the government and were hence beyond the

jurisdiction of the pontifices who supervised the national

cult. Inasmuch as the foreigner residing at Rome was ex-
vcluded from the exercise of the Roman religion, which was
purely national in character,® it was only natural that he
should be unmolested in the exercise, within certain limits,
of his own.! However, under the republic at least the
status of a Roman citizen was not the same in this respect
as that of the foreigner. Cicero, for example, gives the sub-
stance of an old law denying to citizens the right to honor‘
new and strange divinities which had not been officially
recognized.® But it is very likely that long before the
period in which we are interested religious toleration was
extended to non-citizen and citizen alike.*

The exceptions to this policy of toleration occur only
when the cults were reputed to be immoral or were a danger/
to the good order and security of the state. For the most
part the cults which were suppressed for such reasons were
of oriental origin and of an ecstatic nature. The best ex-
ample of such suppression is that of the Bacchic cult in
188 B. C.,* of which Livy has given a detailed account.®

! Hardy, op. cit, 2nd ed, p. 3; C. Callewaert, “Les persécutions

contre les Chrétiens dans la politique religieuse de I'Etat romain,” in
Revue d_a questions historigues, vol. Ixxxii, 1907, p. 8.

8 Rev. des ques. hist., loc. cit., p. 8; Th. Mommsen, Rimisches
Strafrecht (Leipzig, 1899), pp. 568 et seq.; Vide, Tertullian, Apology,
ch. 24; Ad Nationes, ii, ch. 8.

8 De Legibus, ii, 8, 19; 10, 28.

¢ Hardy, op. cit., 2nd ed., p. 7; Rev. des ques. hist., 1907, vol. 83,
loc. cit., pp. 9 et seq.; See however, Mommsen, o0p. cit., pp. §70 ef seq.

8 Vide Wagener, “ Observations complémentaires sur la lecture de
M. Giron relitive 4 la liberté de conscience 4 Rome,” in Bulletin de
PAcadémie royale de Bruselies, 1893, vol. xxvi, p. 315; Hardy, op. cit.,
and. ed, p. 8 .

¢ Livy, Ab Urbe Condita libri, xxxix, 8-20.
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According to Livy the grand maxim of this religion was to
think that nothing was unlawful.' The Bacchic associa-
tions were, so he says, hotbeds of indescribable vice and the
source of a variety of civil crimes such as murder, forgery,
and conspiracy.® A thorough investigation was carried on
by the consul Postumius, who laid the whole matter before
the Senate. Of the seven thousand adherents, perhaps the
majority was put to death, while many were imprisoned
and the places of worship demolished.® By decree of the
Senate, no Bacchanalian rites could thereafter be celebrated
in Rome or Italy, but in case any person felt it a religious
duty to carry on the worship, he might do so under severe
restrictions by getting special permission of the authorities.*
‘This saving clause makes it very clear that this was not a
religious persecution, but that the cult was suppressed on
moral grounds.*

A century and a quarter later the state attempted a simi-
lar repression for like reasons of the Isis cult. But at this
time the cult was so firmly established that in spite of re-
peated attempts to destroy it ® the religon survived and be-
came practically a tolerated cult at Rome," although under
Tiberius it was again temporarily suppressed, the temples
destroyed, the priests crucified, and the worshipers banished
from Italy, all because of the immorality perpetrated under
the cloak of its rites.*

In the Roman provinces toleration was even more com-

8 Livy, o). cit., xxxix, 13. 2 Livy, o0p. cit., xxxix, 8, 16.

8 Livy, op. cit, xxxix, 18 4 Ibid., 18

®Hardy, o). cit, 2nd. ed, p. 9.

© Tertullian, Apology, 6; Dio Cassius, Roman Hmory. xl, p. 47:
Valerius Maximus, Factorum et dictorum morabilis, i, 3, 3; Dio
Cassiug, 0p. cit., xlii, 26. Vide Hardy, o). cit., 2nd ed., pp. 10 ¢t seq.

¥ Dio Cassius, op. cit., xlvii, 15; Arnobius, Adversus Neationes, ii,
73: See however Dio Cassius, 0. cit,, liii, 3; liv, 6.

® Josephus, Antiguitetes Indaicee, 18, 3, 4; Tacitus, Annels, ii, 8s.



469] LEGAL BASIS OF THE PERSECUTIONS 21

plete than in Italy and at Rome. In the provinces super-
vision of morality was hardly attempted. Interference
here was confined to cases where it was necessary to pre-
serve order or to prevent such enormities as human sacri-
fices.!
The treatment of monotheistic Judaism * was not essenti-
v ally different from that of the other religions. In the prov-
inces toleration was practically complete; at Rome the diffi-
culties of the Jews were due to the fact that, for one reason
or another, they fell under the ordinary rule of intolerance.
Their temporary expulsion at the time of Tiberius was oc-
casioned by the fact that a noble Roman lady, a convert to
Judaism, had been victimized by a number of Jewish ad-
venturers." Four thousand Jews who were Roman citi-
zens were enrolled in the army and sent to Sardinia; the
others were to be expelled from Italy unless before a cer-
tain day they should put aside the profane rites.* But this
suppression fell not alone upon the Jews, for both Tacitus
and Suetonius * connect it with that of other foreign cults,
particularly the Egyptian. Under Claudius they were ban-
ished from Rome because they were continually disturbing
the peace and good order of the state at the instigation of
one Chrestus.*

1t For example in Africa, Tertullian, Apol., 9; and the Druids in
Gaul, Suetonius, Claudius, 25; Pliny, Natural History, xxx, i, 13, 14.

! Vide Mommsen, Riomische Geschichte, vol. v, pp. 487 et seq.;
English translation in The Provinces of the Roman Empire (New
York, 1887), ch. xi.

3 Vide Hardy, op. cit., 2nd ed., pp. 21 et seq.; Rev. des ques. hist,
1907, vol. Ixxxii, loc. cit., p. 14; Mommsen, “ Der Religionsfrevel nach
romischen Recht,” in Historische Zeitschrift, 1890, vol. Ixiv, p. 308.

¢ Tacitus, Annals, ii, 8s. '

8 Suetonius, Tiberius, 36. Vide also Josephus, Ant. Jud., xviii, 3, §;
Philo, Legatio ad Caium, 23, 14, 43.

¢ Suetonius, Claudins, 25. Iud impulsore Chresto assidue tu-
multuantes Roma expulit. Compare Dio Cassius, Ix, 6. Vide Hardy,
op. cit., and ed,, p. 22.
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But in spite of the toleration which was extended to the
Jews, they were coming to be regarded both at Rome and
i in the provinces with an increasing hatred and contempt.*
When Christianity appeared as an offshoot of Judaism,
this antipathy was part of their heritage.
But as time went on and as the Christians came to be
distinguished from the Jews, this hostility toward the
Christians was greatly accentuated. In the first place they
were regarded by the Romans as a deplorable, unauthor-
! ized, and desperate faction, made up of credulous women
. and gathered from the very scum of mankind.® But still v/
worse, they interfered with the established order of society,
with trade interests,® with family life,* with popular amuse-
ments,® with the ordinary religious observances,® and with
the lax but conventional morality of the time.” They
avoided military service,® and were averse to all civic duties
and offices.” To a people whose first duty was to the state
this lack of interest in public affairs rendered the Chris-
tians worthy of their utmost contempt.*®

But the mere fact that the Christians were hated and
were now and then suppressed by the Roman government

8 Tacitus, History, v. 2-5; Juvenal, xiv, 100; Quintilian, De Institu-
tlone Orstoria, iii, 7, 21; Pliny, Nat. His., xiii, 4.

8 Minucius Felix, Ocfavis, 8.

8 Acts, xix, 23 ¢¢ s¢q.; Pliny ad Trajan, 96.

¢ Tert, Apol, 3 8 Tert., Apol., 38; De Spectaculis.

® Tert, D¢ Idolatris; Apol., 42; Min. Felix, Oct., 8 12.

¥ Vide particularly Hardy, 0p. cit,, 2nd ed., pp. 34 ef seq.

® Tert, D¢ Idol, 19. Vide A. Harnack, Militia Christi (Tiibingen,
3908), pp. 46 of s0q.

® Tert., Apel,, 42; De Idol., 17; De Corona Militis, i, 15.

30 Tacitus, Ann, xv, 44; Tert, Apol., 7, 9. 35, 37, 46, 49; Vide
Weinel, Die Stellung des Urchristentums sum Stast (Tibingen, 1908) ;
Goguel, Les chrétiens et Pempire romain & Pépogue du Nowveow Teste-
mens (Paris, 1908) ; A. Bigelmair, Di¢e Beteiligung der Christen om
Sfentlichen Leben (Minchen, 1908).
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does not imply the introduction of any new religious policy.
The policy applied to the oriental cults was applied to the

i Christians. The sect was reputed to be shockingly immoral

! and there were many reasons why they were dangerous to
' the good order and security of the state.

' The rumors concerning their immorality were due in
part to the fact that they held secret meetings in private
houses under cover of darkness," where they were believed
to give free license to their impious lusts, to revel in the
practice of incest,’ and even to feed upon the blood of their
own infant children. The taunts and accusations hurled at
them from all sides* not only give us an insight into the
attitude of the populace, but show also that they were re-

i garded as dangerous to the peace and good order of the

%state. For example, they were reproached for worshiping
the cross, the sun, and the head of an ass,* and for bearing
the name of one who had been crucified by Pontius Pilate.®
Their belief was a new and mischievous superstition,* for
the sake of which they were guilty of an inflexible obstin-
acy.” They were charged with being impious,® irreligious,®
atheists,'® guilty of sacrilege ** and of treason (majestas),

1 Min. Felix, Oct., 9, 10.

8 Tert., Apol., 2, 4, 7, 8, 9; Ad. Nat., i, 2, 15, 16; Justin, Apology, i,
26; Athenagoras, Libellus pro Christianis, ch. 3, ch. 16; Min. Felix,
Oct., 9, 30, 31. .

3 Vide Callewaert, “La Méthode dans la recherche de la base juri-
dique des premiéres persécutions,” in Rev. d'hist. eccl.,, 1011, vol. xii,
Pp. 7 et seq.

¢ Tert,, Apol., 16; Ad Nat., i, 11, 12, 14; Min, Felix, Oct., 9.

8 Tert., Apol., 3; Ad Nat., i, 4; Min. Felix, Oct., 9.

¢ Suetonius, Nero, 16.

7 Pliny, Epistulae ad Trajonum (ed. Kukula, Leipzig, 1912), 96.

8 Min. Felix, Oct., 9. ® Tert., Apol., 24.

18 Justin Martyr, Apol., i, 6; Athenagoras, Libellus pro Christienis,
4; Clement, Stromala, vii, 1, 4; Vide Mommsen, Rom. Straf.. p. 875,
note 2. 11 Tert., Ad Scapulam, i; Apol., 10.
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imperial * and divine,® and with being public enemies * who

refused to offer sacrifices to the emperor.* In a word, the !

Christians were held to be guilty of every crime, to be the

¥

enemies of the gods, of the emperors, of the laws, of good }

morals, and even of nature.’
Two facts, however, must be emphasized. In the first
place, and this is extremely important, most of these accu-

sations and taunts refer to the second or third century. InV

the second place, they were for the most part the current
accusations of the populace. As Callewaert ® expresses it,
these beliefs were the cause of the cries of death and popu-
lar tumults; ' they stimulated the zeal or excited the ani-
mosity of the magistrates." They might be the motive
invoked to excuse or to justify the measures taken against
the Christians, but not for a moment should it be supposed
that they were the specific charges made in the indictments
of the Christians.

This question of the specific charge upon which the
Christians were formally indicted, tried, and punished has
been much disputed and presents many difficulties. The

appearance in 1890 of Mommsen's epoch-making article

on Crimes of Religion in Roman Law® has produced vol-

3 Tert, Ad Scap., i; Apol., 4, 28, 29, 30, 31; Ad Nat, i, 17; Cf.,’

Athenagoras, Libellus pro Christionis, i.

3Tert, Apol, 4, 10, 24, 27.

8 Tert.,, Apol, 2, 10, 24, 38, 37; Ad Nat., i, 17; Lactantius De morti-
Bus persecutorum, 11.

S Vide Rev. d&hist. eccl., vol. xii, 1911, loc. cit., p. 6.

8 Tert., Apol, 2; Ad Nat., 2. Cf., Justin, Apology, i, 3; Min. Felix,
Octeviss, 8.

8 Rev. &'hist. eccl., 1011, vol. xii, loc. cit., pp. 7 et seq.

¥ Tert,, Apol,, 38, 37; Eusebius, Church History, v, 1.

8 Tert, Apol., 49, 50; Melito in Eusebius, op. cit., iv, 26; Res