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THE HISTORY OF GREECE.

CHAPTER 1.

THE WAR FROM IT8 OUTBREAK TO THE DEATH OF
PERICLES.

THE blessings of the years of peace which the Athe-
nians owed to Pericles contained at the same time the
germ of an inevitable war. The confederate communities
could not reconcile themselves to the annihilation of their
independence; the splendor of Athens was an abomina-
tion to the Megareans and the Beeotians; and not less so
to the Peloponnesians, and particularly to the Spartans
(whose jealousy, it will be remembered, had already been
8o vehemently provoked by the first rise of the Athenian
power, after the expulsion of the Pisistratide). With
what feelings, then, must they now have glanced across
the sea upon Athens! They confined themselves; how-
ever, to wrath instead of deeds; and although they
bitterly resented the changes by which they were con-
stantly driven further back from their position of promi-
nence, yet this resentment on their part resulted in no
resolutions for action. Athens, on the other hand, most
carefully avoided giving any occasion for hostilities; and
gince the time when Pericles had the disposal of the

1



2 History of Greece. . [Book IV.

pecuniary resources in his hands, he is even said to have

expended an annual sum of ten talents, with the view of -

counteracting the influence: of the war-party at Sparta.
However incredible it may appear, yet it is not improba-
ble that he in this way took advantage of the weak sides
of the adversary. Pericles, though unwilling to purchase
peace, yet wished to retain in his hands the power of
determining the commencement of the war; it was, there-
fore, necessary for him to possess influence at Sparta,
where public feeling was in a continual state of flux and
reflux. Corinth alone among all the enemies of Athens,
possessed an independent, definite and active policy of her
own.*
Corinth was a trading city, which could
of o, PORItion 1t exist without & navy and colonies. She
was necessarily jealous of every state which
dmputed the rule of the sea with her, and endangered her
lines of communication by water. In order to humiliate
Egma, the Corinthians had formerly supporbed Athens
(vol. ii. p. 262). Their dissatisfaction was in consequence
doubly great, when they saw the beginnings of the Attic
navy, which they had originally despised, grow to an
importance which soon left far behind that of the
Corinthian navy. In vain they had during the Persian
wars endeavored to place obstacles in the way of Athens’
triumphal career (vol. ii. p. 320); in vain protested
against the building of the walls (vol. ii. p. 360); the
condition of their affairs only became worse and worse.
For, since the foundation of the Attic alliance, they not
only saw themselves excluded from all the glory and all

# Theophrastus’ statement as to the bribes sent year by year to Sparta
(Plut. Pericl. 23) is probably founded on the circumstance that Perioles
introduced into the budget of state the rubrie, «is 8ov, eis 7 8éov. This
was a secret service fund, as to tho expenditure of which the confidence
of the citizens excused the statesman managing foreign affairs from
giving any account. Cf. Beeckh, P. E. p. 195, note (E. Tr.).
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the fruits of Hellenic naval victories; but their own
colonies, Potideea in particular, fell into the hands of
Athens, their influence in the Archipelago was anni-
hilated, and their trade with Asia at an end. When,
finally, Megara and Achaia opened their ports to the
Athenians, and Naupactus (through the Messenians)
became an Attic naval station (vol. ii. p. 442), they were
no longer the masters even in their own waters. Nor had
the Messenians any intention of remaining inactive, but
immediately made their town a harbor of war; and
directly after their settlement, undertook an expedition of
conquest in a western direction, into the country of the
Achelous, distinguished by its fertility, where they could
inflict the greatest damage upon the powers of Corinth
(vol. i. p. 290). It was, doubtless, in consequence of an
understanding with Athens, that they chose (Eniad® as
the goal of this enterprise, a city fortified by walls and
morasees in the lower valley of the Achelous, which had
always shown itself faithful to the Corinthians and hostile
to the Athenians. They took the city and maintained
themselves in it for the space of a year, until an army,
composed of the neighboring tribes of Acarnania, forced
them to evacuate it. Immediately afterwards, an Attic
fleet under Pericles appeared at the mouth of the
Achelous (vol. ii. p. 442); and although his attempt to
recapture (Eniadse resulted in failure, the Corinthians
saw themselves continually threatened in their most neces-
sary colonial territories, and were reduced to a regular
state of blockade.*

The Thirty Years’ Peace at last restored
freedom of operations to them; and they AiT“gfdm;:;
took breath once more. But they were policy.
well aware that Athens would seize upon

# Pausan. iv. 25. C. H. Plass has brought out the extent of the Attie

empire in the Western Sea as onc of the main causes of the war. Ueber
d. Ursachen d. archidam. Kriegs. Stader Program. 1858-9.
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the first opportunity to recover a position of power in the
‘Western Sea. Moreover, the cities of Achaia were not to
be relied upon; Acarnania also, over whose coasts Corinth
wished to rule, was unfavorable to her, and inclined
towards the Athenians; the island of Zacynthus had
always proved itself an enmemy to the Peloponnesian
confederation; Naupactus still lay like a sentry at the
entrance of the gulf; and it was known what was to be
expected from the unquiet Messenians, venturesome by
land and by sea alike, the deéadly foes of Sparta and
her allies, and at the same time unreservedly devoted
to Athens. Accordingly, as was clearly perceived at
Corinth, everything depended upon attracting more closely
to her the coast-towns and islands which had remained
true to the Peloponnesian interests, and upon resuming an
intimate intercourse with her colonies. In short, Corinth
was the single state whose watchful eye pursued the course
of Athens, and which was in secret unremittingly engaged
in maintaining a good understanding with Delphi and
Thebes, as well as with the maritime towns of Argolis.
Corinth attached Megara (which had been estranged from
her for fiftcen years) as closely as possible to herself;
encouraged the intercourse of her own citizens with Elis
and the Ionian Islands; and endeavored to secure herself
in any case a reserve in Sparta and the Peloponnesian
confederation. Corinth could be actnated by no other
motive than that of founding a naval power by uniting
these scattered forces—a power which in the Western seas
at all events would be capable of opposing the Attic;
and her measures were naturally directed towards the
establishment of a hegemony in these regions, and towards
preserving her western colonies and allies free from the
contact of all interference on the part of other states.
For this reason,in the Samian war (vol. ii. p. 519), the
Corinthians voted against the intervention of the Pelopon-
nesians, because they wished to see the principle of non-
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intervention, which the Athenians had asserted on their
own account, acknowledged also in all matters concerned
with the policy of Corinth.

The Corinthians were not without important supports
in the prosecution of this policy. In the first place, the
populous and warlike city of the Ambraciotes faithfully
adhered to Corinth, and together with the island of Leucas
(Santa Maura) and Anactorium commanded the Ambra-
cian Gulf (Bay of Arta). In Acarnania, besides Anac-
torium, (Eniadz was faithful, and of the other peoples of
the mainland the Atolians and Epirotes. On the other
band, no state was a greater obstacle in the way of the
Corinthian policy than Corcyra, which had
early attained to a high degree of indepen- wﬁﬂaﬁ(‘;g:i ::1;
dence in its contests with Epirotes and and Corcyra.
Tllyrians, so that since the memory of man
it had always obstinately opposed itself to the Corinthians.
Corcyra had revolted against Corinth first in the time of
the Bacchiade (vol. i. p. 460), and again after the flourish-
ing age of Corinth under Periander; she had long
renounced all the pious duties of a daughter-city, and,
with her navy of 120 triremes, was at any moment pre-
pared to assert her absolute independence.

The Corcyreans enjoyed small popularity in the Greek
world. In consequence of their rapid success and acquisi-
tion of wealth, they had become arrogant and proud of
their financial prosperity; they treated foreign vessels
seeking a refuge in their port with arbitrary harshness,
while their own ships rarely made their appearance in
foreign harbors. Their selfish commercial policy kept a
jealous guard over the maritime domain in the centre of
which their city lay; they had no consideration for
national interests, and deemed an armed neutrality the
most favorable attitude for taking advantage of their for-
tunate position in the midst of the Greek, Illyrian,
Italian, and Sicilian coasts. As soon, then, as Corinth



8 History of Greece. [Boox IV.

more openly displayed her intention of advancing her
maritime and colonial dominion, a renewal of the ancient
feud was inevitable. Moreover, several coast-towns had
formerly been founded in common by Corinth and Cor-
eyra, and the mixture of population had already given rise
to several quarrels. Thus, in particular, a dispute had
arisen with reference to the claims of either city to
metropolitan ‘rights in Leucas, which dispute Themisto-
cles, when chosen umpire, had settled in favor of Corcyra.
More serious complications were inevitable; and arrived
sooner than had been expected.*

Fifteen miles to the north of the Acroceraunian pro-
montory, which forms the boundary between the Ionian
and Adriatic seas, lay on a projecting tongue of land the
city of Epidamnus (afterwards Dyrrha-
chium, and at the present day Durazzo),
founded by Corcyra, at the time of Perian-
der’s accession to power (vol. i. p. 297). Epidamnus had
become great and wealthy by means of the trade with
Illyria (vol. i. p. 460), and was full of slaves and an in-
dustrial population of foreigners. The noble families
had, notwithstanding, maintained themselves in power,
and formed a strictly exclusive aristocracy, out of which
a chief of the state was chosen, who ruled over the whole
administration with an authority little short of regal.
This municipal hereditary aristocracy itself carried on the
land and sea trade, in the form of a mercantile company,
which, through a commissary, managed the sale of wine,
manufactures, &c, in the interior for the common account.
The wholesale trade was accordingly a monopoly of the
aristocratic families; the manufacturing industry was car-
ried on by public slaves; while the citizens were confined
to agriculture, coast-navigation, and retail trade; the
intention being in this way to keep them more easily in a

The revolt of
Epidamnus.

® Plut. Them. 24 ; Thuo. i. 136.
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state of political tutelage and dependence. This state of
affairs continued to exist for a long time, and was pro-
bably not shaken, until the foreign relations of the city
were endangered by hostilities on the part of the Illyrians,
on account of which the whole community had to be
called upon for greater exertions in the public service.
The first innovation was the establishment of a wider
council, the aristocratic class being thus deprived of its
exclusive rights of government. Such isolated conces-
sions, however, failed to bring about a pacification; the
city suffered under a mixture of aristocratic and demo-
cratic institutions which could not possibly endure; and
finally a revolt broke out, in consequence of which the
noble families were expelled from Epidamnus, The fami-
lies joined the Illyrians, in order, with the assistance of the
latter, to reconquer their native city; and the civic com-
munity, under its new institutions, was involved in great
trouble. Help was accordingly sought from abroad, in
the first instance from Corcyra. But here the public
feeling was extremely unfavorable to the applicants.
For Corcyra itself, like most Greek states at this time,
suffered from over-population and political agitation;
the governing families, who were anxiously active in
opposing the growing claims of the popular body, dis-
approved of the revolution in Epidamnus; and the en-
voys, in obedience to the bidding of the Delphic god,
repaired to Corinth.*

At the latter city it was immediately determined to
take advantage of the opportunity ; for no conjuncture
could have been more favorable for restoring the hege-
mony of Corinth in the Ionian Sea. Under cover of the
authority of Delphi, a Hellenic civic community, de-
serted by its mother-city, might be protected against the

® As to tho constitutional difficulties at Epidamnus, see Plut. Q.
Gr. 29.
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barbarians and the native partisans allied with them: at
the same time, it was hoped that Epidamnus would offer a
strong position of the highest value; and, therefore, aid
was promised only on condition of the Epidamnians
giving admittance to Corinthian settlers and to a Co-
rinthian garrison. Furthermore, an army was immedi-
ately sent by land by way of Apollonia to Epidamnus,

80 as to strengthen the popular community and succor the

city in its dangerous position.

This step was the signal for the outbreak of the war;
for the Corcyrzans had no intention of allowing their
colony to pass into the hands of the ememy. Forty
Corcyrsean vessels took up a position off Epidamnus, and
threatened every conceivable measure of force, unless the
new settlers were at once dismissed. But the city placed
her reliance upon Corinth ; which manned thirty ships of
war, and issued a proclamation to all the inhabitants to
take part in a larger settlement in Epidamnus either per-
sonally or by a pecuniary contribution. Corinth further
called to arms all her allies, and obtained advances of
money from Thebes and Phlius ; so that the Corcyrans,
surprised by this display of energy, made serious over-
tures for a pacific solution of the difficulty. They were,
for their part, extremely disinclined to seek foreign aid,
and went so far as even to offer to submit the settlement
of the dispute to Delphi. At the same time, they gave
the Corinthians to understand that, in case of a refusal of
their offers, they would take steps which must prove dis-
advantageous to either state.

: But it was no longer possible either to
ofi::;,‘,,:“g?_ frighten or to restrain Corinth. She de-
gg’_;"') 2.(s.¢. clared war, ard despatched a fleet of

' seventy-five ships, which sailed along the
coast up to Epidamnus. The inlet of the Ambracian
Gulf the Corcyrmans regarded as the boundary of their
domain : at this point they accordingly once more called
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upon the fleet to return; and when all their reprcsenta-
tions remained ineffectual, put to sea with all the ships
they had in port, and completely defeated the Corinth-
ians. On the same day Epidamnus capitulated; so that
the Corcyrzans were now masters of the whole Ionian
Sea: and in consequence the shores of the hostile allies
were plundered as far down as Elis. These events hap-
pened Ol lxxxvi. 2 (autumn of 435 or spring of 434
B. C.).

Thus the civic dispute within the walls .
of an Illyrian city had ended in the out- g&?;::l:: ‘:'l':
break of a Hellenic war, of which the voys atAthens.
limits could no longer be confined within
the frontiers of any definite territory. For neither of the -
belligerent states had any thought of giving way; and
peither of them could calculate, with its present resources,
upon coming forth victorious from the war. The space
of two entire years was consumed in levies, armaments,
and foreign negotiations; for the Corcyreans without
delay carried out their threats; and the Corinthians, for
their part also, were now obliged to send envoys to their
worst enemies, in order to prevent a union between the
latter and Corcyra. Thus the question at issue between
the two belligerent parties came before the civic assembly
at Athens.

The envoys of Corcyra spoke with great
openness. Their principles, they said, would ¢
have made them prefer to abstain from
all combinations with other states, nor had anything short
of necessity brought them before the civic assembly of
the Athenians. But as matters lay at the present
moment, no situation could be conceived more favorable
to Athens. For the latter it would doubtless be best if
no navy except the Attic existed ; at the present moment
the second naval power of Hellas was ready voluntarily to

join Athens, to whom thus the greatest extension of her
1%

Speech of the
orcyrasans.
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power offered itself without any danger whatsoever. But
at the present time an increase of her power must be
doubly welcome to Athens, since all the world knew very
well that the outbreak of the general war had to all in-
tents and purposes taken place. And if the rights of
states were to be considered, no question could arise as to
their having been violated by Athens, in case she should
support the Corcyrmans. For their fiiial relations to the
mother-city had long ago been dissolved by sanguinary
feuds; and even the most sacred right was forfeited by its
abuse. Corcyra was completely the mistress of her own
actions, and might ally herself with whomsoever she pre-

ferred.
. ‘While thus the Corcyreans, in accor-
dance with their own policy, sincerely urged
the motive of advantage, the Corinthians
were proportionately desirous of insisting upon the prin-
ciple of colonial rights. They declared that the loyalty
of their other colonies proved, that the blame of the bad
state of relations existing from the very first between
Corcyra and Corinth could not attach to the latter city.
The turbulent spirit of the Corcyraans was known to all
the world ; and the proposals of a settlement advanced by
them at the last hour could not possibly have been
accepted, as in the meantime the Corcyrzans would have
retained possession of all the advautages. These con-
piderations could exercise but little effect upon Athens;
nor could the claims upon her gratitude put forward by
Corinth create any impression. Of greater importance
was the appeal made by the latter to the existing treaties.
Corinth, as a member of the Peloponnesian confederacy,
asserted herself to be implicitly connected by federal rela-
tions with Athens; and although these relations were
doubtless at the present moment in a condition of extreme
difficulty and distrust, yet it was still possible to avoid the
worst, and to prevent endless suffering. Moreover, let the

Sgeech of the
Corinthians.
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Athenians remember that in the end no course but that
of justice ever proves to be the expedient one,
Thus the two naval powers of the second

class sought the favor of that of the first;  Alliance be-
one of the two asking for an alliance, the i:;e'ém;‘::em
other for nothing beyond neutrality. If the

policy of Athens was to be dictated only by her interests,
her choice could not be doubtful for a moment. The fact
that, notwithstanding, the Athenians wavered in their
decision, and that the first meeting of the popular assem-
bly was even favorable to the Corinthians, shows how
much the Athenians shrank from taking the decisive step
which would at once put an end to peace. Doubtless
they would have preferred to allow the two states to fight
out their dispute themselves, had it been possible to
depend upon the exhaustion of the forces and pecuniary
resources of both sides in the struggle. But her alliances
and armaments seemed at the moment to place Corinth
in & more promising position; and the Athenians could
not tolerate the idea of a Peloponnesian naval power, by
any possibility, forming itself through the annihilation of
the independence of Corcyra—a power which might be
able to oppose the Athenians on equal terms, and in the
first instance to prevent any extension of the latter to the
West. This consideration decided the citizens; and in the
second assembly they resolved—not indeed formally to
admit the Corcyreans (as the latter had proposed) into
the Attic alliance, and to make common cause with them
against Corinth—but to conclude an alliance of mutual
defence with them, by which either state undertook to
unite its forces with those of the other in case of any
attack upon the latter, or upon its allies. Thus the
Athenians thought to have taken up the most advantage-
ous position in the war which had broken out, without
rendering themselves guilty of a violation of the peace.
For the caution which characterized their operations in
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this respect is further proved by the circumstance, that
after the departure of the envoys, not more than ten ships
were sent into the Ionian seas; nor was it probably unin-
tentional that Lacedzemonius, the gon of Cimon (vol. ii. p.
410), was placed in command of this squadron, since from
him it might be expected that he would be least inclined
to premature measures against the Peloponnesians.*
The alliance, however, had been conclu-
glaﬂl*; ofSybots. ded, by which the relations between the
. Ixxxvi. 4.
(2. 0. 432). Greek states had undergone an essential
change; and the Corinthians now armed
with additional energy in order to be a match for the in-
creased danger. At last they had assembled a considerable
fleet, of one hundred and fifty triremes, which sailed forth
in the spring of B. c. 432 (Ol Ixxxvi. 4), full of confidence
in its success, in order to seek out the cnemy in his own

waters. This time they sailed, without meeting with any

resistance, past the inlet of the Ambracian Gulf, along
the coast of Epirus; and in front of the entrance of the
sound of Corcyra, near the promontory of Chimerium,
where the country population sent them an additional
body of men and other aid, they pitched & camp, within
the protection of which lay the ships. The Corcyreans
halted with forty triremes off the rocky island named
Sybota, situate opposite the southern extremity of the
island of Corcyra, in front of the coast of the mainland.
In this sound the battle was fought—the greatest battle
which had up to this time taken place between Greek
ships. The Corinthians had placed the smaller contin-
gents of their allies in the centre; the Megareans and
Ambraciotes on the right wing; themselves, with their
ninety practised triremes, composing the left, where they
were confronted by the Corcyreans, and, in addition, by
the Attic vessels, which had received strict orders not to

® See Note I. Appendix.
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quit an attitude of simple observation, and only to
interfere vigorously in case of its becoming necessary to
preserve the island itself from immediate danger. With
this intention they remained alongside of the Corcyrzans,
as lookers-on in a conflict which offered to them an unex-
pected sight. For the Western Greeks still practised the
ancient inartistic style of naval combat, and were ignorant
of the rapid movements of the triremes, which made it
possible to disarm the enemy’s vessels without bloodshed,
and to cripple them effectually. Ship pressed hard upon
ship ; standing on the opposite decks, the hoplites archers,
and javelin men fought against one another as in a battle
by land, and in this chaotic confusion the ships were
unable to extricate themselves from one another. At last
the right wing of the Corinthians was forced to give way
in a body, and was hereupon incautiously pursued by the
Corcyreeans as far as Chimerium; so that the victorious
ships, whose crews were solely intent upon plundering the
camp, moved entirely away from the field of battle. Here
their services were doubly wanted, since the left wing of
the Corinthians had meanwhile achieved the most decisive
success, and was pursuing it with such energy as in the
end to make it impossible for the Attic vessels, to remain
any longer mere impartial spectators. They engaged
with the Corinthians, and thus retreated with the Corcy-
rzans before the superior force of the enemy, to the coast
of the island. The Corinthians, who believed themselves
completely victorious, cruised about the sound, endeavoring
in the blindness of their fury to kill as many of the
enemy’s sailors as possible and in the meled attacking
their own vessels also; and then sailed back to the shore
of the mainland, whither the land-army of the Epirotes
had marched up, who were already lying in wait for the
overthrow of haughty Corcyra. Hereupon, after securing
their dead and fragments of ships, the Corinthians made
8 fresh onset, being determined, if possible, to end the
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matter before the close of the day. For the second time,
both fleets, with all their vessels remaining fit for battle,
were sailing full upon one another; and the battle-cry
was raised on either side—when suddenly the Corinthians
retreated and gave up the battle. The reason was that
they in this moment beheld a squadron arriving, in which
they recognized Attic triremes. For, when the Athenians
had received information that the Corinthians had set sail,
the former had sent twenty ships in the wake of the first
ten, the insufficiency of which had been already made a
matter of reproach against Pericles. The mere sight of
these twenty vessels sufficed utterly to discourage the
Corinthians. Thus the fleet of the Corcyrsans was saved
in the extremity of danger; and or the ensuing morning
they advanced, accompanied by the whole body of the
thirty Attic triremes, upon Sybota, in order to offer
another battle. The Corinthians, however, avoided any
further conflict ; and, as the Athenians decisively refused
to make any attack upon them, departed home unmo-
lested. Accordingly, this sanguinary battle. in itself
remained undecided ; and either party deemed itself justi-
fied in erecting trophies of victory: and yet the conse-
quences of the battle were of the very greatest impor-
tance. For in the sound of Corcyra the first conflict in
arms had taken place between Attic and Peloponnesian
ships; the peace was now virtualiy broken, and the rage
of passions unchained. The Corinthians could henceforth
never forgive the Athenians for having torn from their
hands their hard-won victory ; and as against a declared
enemy, the Athenians for their part also were henceforth
obliged to act with greater resolution, and with less regard
or consideration for the interests of others.

Further complications hereupon ensued
dg"&“&fxﬁg};{ on the opposite side of the mainland of
1 (s.c.432).  Hellas, in Thrace; where, opposite the

coast of Macedonia and Thessaly, the long
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peninsula of Pallene projects into the sea. On the small
isthmus which connects Pallene with the mainland of
Thrace lay Potidea, washed by two seas, like her mother-
city, Corinth ;—a community of courageous men, who
had, immediately after the battle of Salamis, revolted
against the Persians, warded off the attack of Artabazus,
with the help of the sea protecting their walls, and subse-
quently fought by the side of the Corinthians at Platwes.
Potidea had afterwards entered the Attic alliance, but
without dissolving her connection with Corinth ; for she
annually received thence a superior officer (éntdnutovpyds),
who was placed in an honorary position at the head of the
community. After the day of Sybota, an ambiguous
position of this kind could no longer be tolerated ; the
less s0, inasmuch as the Macedonian king, Perdiccas, was
hostile to the Athenians, and incited the Corinthians to
act in opposition to Attic interests. At the most sensitive
point of the dominions of the Attic power, Potidea
threatened to become a centre of hostile operations.
Hence it was no time for hesitation. The fleet, whose
duty it was to secure the coasts of the Thracian Sea
against Perdiccas, was immediately commissioned to call
upon the citizens of Potidza to level their walls, to send
hostages, and to dismiss the Corinthian officers. The ter-
rified men of Potidea sent envoys at the same time to
Athens and to the Peloponnesus: in the former they
pleaded in vain, in the latter a certain prospect of support
was held out to them. The consequence was an open
revolt, which was joined by the many small seaports of
the Chalcidice (vol. i. p. 456), and by the Bottizans on
the Thermean Bay (now the Bay of Thessalonica). Per-
diccas caused the Chalcidians to relinquish their ports,
which could not be singly maintained against Athens, and
to found a common city further inland, near Olynthus, a
mile and a half above Potidea. Corinth developed the
most eager activity ; for, in forty days after the revolt of
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Potidsea, Aristeus, the son of Adimantus, arrived there, in
order to defend the city, to which personal relations specially
attached him. A multitude of volunteers had joined him,
so that he stood at the head of an army of 2,000.

Meanwhile, neither was there any delay on the part of
the Athenians, On receiving the news of the revolt they
had sent a further detachment of forty ships with 2,000
heavy-armed troops into the Thracian waters. The squad-
rons waited in Macedonia. But the forces were insufficient
to act in a double scene of operations. When, therefore,
the arrival of Aristeus became known, the Athenians had
no choice but to come to an understanding with Perdiccas,
and to evacuate Macedonia, so as to have their hands free
against Potidea. The season of the year made haste
necessary ; and, after they had made a futile attempt to
surprise Strepsa, an important central point of the main
routes between Macedon and Thrace, the troops marched
along the coast, parallel with the advance of the ﬂeet,
upon Potidzea.

Perdiccas had immediately broken the truce whereby
he had rid the country of the Athenians. And, in order
to be able to devote himself entirely to the Chalcidian
war, to which he attached a critical significance for the
development of affairs in Thrace, he had established his
confidential friend Iolaus as Regent in Macedonia, and
was himself in command of the cavalry of the revolted
towns. The infantry was commanded by Aristeus. Thus
the troops defending Potideea stood in front of the town,
on the peninsula, awaiting the Athenians, and intending
to hinder them from passing through the narrow inlet
into the peninsula of Pallene. The Athenians were
placed between two hostile forces. For in their rear lay
Olynthus, a second strong position, which was connected
by & system of signals with Potideea. Yet, nevertheless,
they ventured on an attack; for the danger was hourly
on the increase. The contest was an unequal one. The
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Corinthians fought with distinguished bravery: they were
victorious in their part of the battle, and drove their
adversaries close under the walls of Olynthus. But on
the other wing the Athenians gained a complete victory ;
the Potideeans and Peloponnesians opposed to them took
refuge under the walls of Potidea; and thus it came to
pass, that, when Aristeus returned from the pursuit, he
found himself entirely cut off from either city. He
rapidly resolved to force his way through to Potidsea, and
actually succeeded, by a heroical effort, in passing along
the narrow mole of the sea, through the surge of the
waves and the missiles of the enemy, and thus barely con-
triving at last to reach the gates of the city. The conflict
had been so rapidly decided that the Olynthians had
found no opportunity of taking part in it. Nevertheless,
the Athenians had suffered a loss of 150 men in this
sharp fight, among them their general, Callias ; but with-
out delay they threw up a wall for the purpose of shutting
off Potidea against the isthmus and Olynthus. And when
new aid arrived under Phormio, they built a second cross-
wall, in the direction of Pallene; so that now, as the fleet
in two divisions guarded both the sides of the sea, the
blockade was complete. There was no help to be hoped
for, except from without. Accordingly Aristeus slipped
out through the guard-ship, in order, by cruising about,
to inflict damage upon the Athenians, and to rouse the
Peloponnesians by a succession of messages; while
Phormio employed the vessels which he could spare from
the blockade for the punishment of the revolted towns*
Thus the second sanguinary war had )

broken out, in which Peloponnesians and ,Worlike mes-
Athenians stood in arms against one another.

Yet in Greece the pretence of peace was still kept up;
and it was thought that the Attico-Corinthian feud might

# Strepsa, according to the emendations of Pfluggers in Cobet, Nov.
Lect. p. 382, Cf. Classen’s note ad loc.
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be regarded as a quarrel confined to the two states, con-
temporaneously with which the existing treaties might
continue ; 8o that now the Corinthians had no more impor-
tant task than that of putting an end to this sham peace.
In two seas they had heroically fought for their colonial
rights; and each time they had seen the results obtained
by them lost again, because the separate contingents of
the allies had not held out firmly. Hence they needed
a stronger support against the ever prompt power of
Athens. It was necessary to arouse the whole Pelopon-
nesian confederation out of its listless repose and to sum-
mon it to arms; it was necessary that the cause of Corinth
should become the cause of the confederacy; for nothing
but a general war could save Corinth.
Accordingly, the winter was employed in
tf?onfedmte working upon Sparta, where great excite-
?;:,;:g * ment already prevailed in consequence of
recent events ; and the first thing that Sparta
did, the first measure whereby she roused herself out of
her sleepy policy, and asserted herself as an arbitress in
the general affairs of Hellas,—and at the same time her
first act of hostility against Athens,—was a public procla-
mation, wherein she required all those who had accusa-
tions to make against Athens to bring forward their com-
plaints; as to which a resolution should be formed, and
proposed to the allies for their acceptance. The proceed-
ings before the civic body of Sparta occurred in Novem-
ber or December, immediately after the blockade of
Potideea.
The principal complainants were the
Complaints of Aginetans and the Megareans. The for-
Agina and Me- .
gara. mer in secret messages, accused the Athe-
nians of withholding from them the indepen-
dence promised to them in the treaties; while the latter
charged them with having decreed an embargo, excluding
them from all the ports and markets of the Attic domin-
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jon, and with having thereby completely destroyed their
national prosperity. This measure was probably decreed
by the Athenians in the summer of B. c. 432, immediately
after the battle of Sybota, and was owing to the personal
influence of Pericles, who thought it appropriate to inflict
humiliation and punishment upon the little state of
Megara, after it had openly espoused the side of Corinth,
notwithstanding its vicinity to, and dependence upon,
Athens. Those who had fought against Athens, without
having been provoked by her, were not to be allowed to
appear day after day, and make money, on the Attic mar-
ket ; while it was probably hoped, at the same time, that
by these means might be brought about the fall of that
party which now guided the policy of Megara, and which
was in the highest degree an obstacle in the way of Attic
interests. Lastly, it also seemed to be a duty enjoined by
common caution, to anticipate all hostile intrigues and
traitorous combinations there, while it was yet time.
In neither case could there be any question as to a defi-
nite violation of right; for the expressions occurring in
the documents of earlier treaties, as to the independence
of the Hellenic states and mutual freedom of intercourse,
were of far too general a nature to make it possible to
prove against the Athenians a violation of their treaty-
engagements.*

Hence the Corinthians (who were every-
where stirring up the fire, and who, on the Bpmh of the
day when the complaints were heard, had .,322‘ dep-
reserved the concluding speech to them-
selves), instead of attaching much value to the single
points, were only anxious to represent the general situa-
tion of Hellas in such a light as would show that honor
and duty demanded from Sparta a resolute movement in
advance. Not without irony they eulogized the good sim-

* Ullrich d. Megar. Pseph.; Vischer, Ben. d. alt. Kom. p.18. Sauppe,
Gitt. Nachrichten 1867, p. 180,
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ple character and the straightforward honesty of the
Spartans, who quietly went their way, and had no notion
of what was taking place in the world without. And yet,
to every one who would consent to use his eyes, it was
evident that Athens was mightily extending her power,
and from day to day assuming a more menacing attitude
against the Peloponnesus. Hence it would be ridiculous
to waste time in demonstrating on particular heads,
whether the Athenians were inflicting damage on the
Peloponnesians or not. Surely there was no longer any
doubt as to the character of the Athenians. They were
always intent upon some new design; and, when they
came to execute it, never failed to exceed the limits of
their original plan. While it was impossible to move the
Spartans out of their city, the Athenians actually pre-
ferred a foreign soil to their own. With them there was
no real difference between planning and carrying out a
scheme, between coveting and securing a possession; the
quiet of inaction they hated worse than any exertion or
trouble, and were continually apprepriating new resources
for war and victory; while in Sparta all things had
become antiquated. The nature of the Athenians was to
be incapable either of remaining quiet themselves or of
leaving others in peace; and if matters continued to pro-
ceed in this way, all Hellas would beyond a doubt fall
under their dominion. Meanwhile the Spartans, the pro-
per guardians of the liberty of Hellas, remained in a lofty
calm ; but, as a matter of fact, this calm was nothing bet-
ter than stolidity and laziness. “If you Spartans,” thus
they concluded, “adhere to your policy of hesitation, you
dissolve the confederation whose members you fail to pro-
tect, and force us to search for other combinations.”
The speech of the Corinthians amounted
Atil;:?;‘; °f:‘;f to a frank vote of censure on Sparta’s
voys. leadership of the confederation, in the
presence of its members. None would have
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dared to express their opinion so openly, except those
whom the confederation could not afford to spare, and
whose intellectual superiority in commanding a view of
the state affairs it was impossible to gainsay. Moreover,
they had long possessed & body of firm adherents among
the officials. Hence no considerable influence could be
exercised on the decision by the circumstance, that envoys
from Athens, who happened to be present, requested to be
allowed to speak before the citizens : they were men who
were thoroughly initiated into the principles of the policy
of Pericles, and who now thought it their duty to make
an open, and at the same time a serious, declaration.
“Power falling into the hands of the unworthy,” they
said, “may justly provoke indignation and envy; but
we have honestly acquired our position by our courage in
the van during the Persian wars, and the hegemony at sea
we assumed, because Sparta voluntarily retired. Both
our honor and our safety demand the maintenance of that
hegemony. At the same time it is impossible thus to
maintain it, without employing means which are not
always agreeable to the minor states. But who can call
upon us, in case the single states happen to be annoyed,
to dismiss them in pure good-nature from a combination,
for the purpose of leading which we have made our city
such as it is? To do this would be to renounce our own-
selves. Under the Persians the towns made no complaint
when they were given up to unlimited arbitrary force:
with the Athenians they are displeased, because they raise
claims of equality with them. Our moderation they
refuse to recognize, and only complain of the loss of a
free control over their own affairs, which is unavoidable
in the case of the hegemony ; and precisely the same lot
would be yours, if you had retained the supremacy at sea.
All this we tell you, not in order to give an account of
ourzelves in this place, for you are not our judges; but
only in order to instruct the ignorant, and to warn you,
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lest by breaking the treaties you force us to enter upon a
struggle with you for our very existence.”
Hereupon all strangers withdrew, and
ui%f‘;;:”“&‘ the citizens remained with their officials.
Ixxxvii. 1 (8.c. If the proposed resolution were now nega-
432). tived, the whole matter would be at an end,
and would not be brought in any way before the confeder-
ates. But men’s minds were excited to such a degree,
and the Ephors were so greatly interested on behalf of
Corinth, that a peace-party proper was utterly unable to
assert itself. Even those who were for peace merely
uttered a warning sgainst premature resolves, demanded
preliminary negotiations: and pointed out the inadequacy
of military preparations. Their spokesman was the old
king, Archidamus (vol. ii. p. 406). As the zenos of
Pericles, it behooved him to be cautious, but being candid
by nature, and untouched by the prevailing tendency, he,
notwithstanding, defended the previous policy of Sparta,
and urgently called upon the citizens to take heed before
they prematurely began a war the end of which it was
utterly impossible to foresee. The solemn warnings of the
king did not wholly miss their effect. But it was then
that the Ephor Sthenelaidas hastily rose,in a passionate
speech declared every delay of this just war to be nothing
better than an unwarranted tardiness; and then resorted
to the unusual proceeding of dividing the citizens into
two bodies for the purpose of taking the vote (which was
ordinarily taken by acclamation), intending thus to force
them to a more determined demonstration. By this device
many of the cooler heads were frightened into abstaining
from resistance, and a considerable majority declared for the
opinion, that the treaties had been broken by the Athenians.*

* For the speech of the Corinthians in the civic assembly at Sparta,
seo Thuo. i. 68-71. Bpcech of the Athenians accidentally present: ¢b.
78-78. Archidamus: ¢b. 80-85. The voting: ¢b. 87. Delphi: ¢b. 118
Corinth and the confederates : 5. 120-124. Decree of war: td. 125.
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Thus was passed in Sparta the resolu-

tion which was to decide the fate of Greece, spmwn"’ of
under the influence of an impassioned

party and of a momentary excitement. What Sparta
had done since the second Persian war amounted to
nothing. She had gained neither possessions nor allies;
had opened up no new resources; had effected no
improvements in her political institutions: she had simply
gone back; for she had suffered losses by earthquakes,
revolte, and wars, and yet a greater loss of national
authority, by the policy which she had pursued for several
generations. If we recall such events as the expedition
of Anchimolius (vol. i. p. 399), as the two campaigns
of Cleomenes, as the disgrace of Pausanias, the loss of
the hegemony, the third Messenian war, the fruitless
battle of Tanagra, the disgraceful return of Plistoanax,
the refusal of support to the Thasians, Aginetans, and
Samians, we can easily understand how the review of
such a past necessarily summoned up a passionate indigna-
tion in the hearts of those who cared for the honor of the
state. Now, all was suddenly to be made good ;. now, it
was asserted that Sparta had never resigned her privileges,
and had in principle renounced nothing. As in the case
of the transfer of the maritime hegemony to Athens, so
in the subsequent negotiations Sparta had never done
more than concede a preliminary recognition of existing
circumstances. Now, according to more ancient states’
law, Sparta was of a sudden again to be the sole great
power in Hellas, and the supreme court of appeal in all
Greek affairs. As Sparta had long forgotten how to
pursue a firm and reasonable policy, she now showed
berself devoid of all power for maintaining a consistent
attitude; and, urged forward by Corinth, precipitately
changed from a timid and calculating state, anxiously
careful to keep up the semblance of legality, into one
eager and ardent for war, which would keep no measure,
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listen to no argument, and respect no legal obligation ;
for assuredly it was an unwarrantable instance of precipi-
tation, that an inquiry into the questions of law, such as
the treaties demanded, was never so much as thought of.
In the very form in which the Ephors put the question,
“Whether Athens was inflicting damage upon the Pelopon-
nesians and had broken the treaties ?” there lay an inten-
tional obscurity. For while certainly the first part of the
question could be negatived by none who remembered Poti-
deea, Epidamnus, Corcyra, and Megara, the second could
not be proved. For no one could by an appeal to the
treaties deny to Athens the right of punishing revolted
towns in her confederation: and equally unopposed to any
treaty was the alliance with Corcyra; inasmuch as that
island was not a state which had revolted from the Pelo-
ponnesian confederation.

While, then, the violations of engage-
mf:{ﬂ,;’ oH e ments imputed to Athens were in no way
par-party st capable of proof: the treaty-obligations of

par Sparta were manifestly being broken by
the latter, when she allowed herself to accuse an allied
state of this very wrong; and asserted this to be a fact,
without having previously attempted a discussion of the
points at issue with the accused. But a satisfactory dis-
cussion was not what was desired ; the war-party pushed
forward the rest, and eagerly urged measures which made
any conciliatory change of policy impossible. And, if
we inquire into the causes which at this particular
moment called forth so gnprecedented a zeal for war,
there is no doubt that the main cause lay in the combina-
tion between Athens and Corcyra ; for this was an event
which left no peace to those who hated Athens, who
regarded Sparta as the only legitimate head of Hellas,
and who looked upon the entire development of the Adttic
power as nothing better than a disorderly interruption of
Greek history. If Athens and Corcyra annihilated the
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naval power of Corinth, no protection was left for the
Peloponnesian coasts, and no prospect of ever humiliating
the arrogance of Athens. At the same time Corcyra was
the threshold of the Sicilian sea; and, in proportion as
the influence of Athens extended in this direction, the
connection with the Dorian colonies on the other side of
the sea was endangered, and the Peloponnesus surrounded
on all sides by the growing power of Athens. These
fears formed the real motive of the war-party, which had
virtually gaired the day, when the Spartan citizens held
themselves bound by its resolution, and proceeded to sum-
mon the members of the confederation at an early date;
in order, at a general dict, to come to a collective resolu-
tion on the subject of the war.

Meanwhile the Corinthian envoys jour- Tho Pelopon-
neyed from town to town, to dispose the nesian confeder-
civic communities in favor of their wishes; ;‘:;‘g: orzolves
and the_speech which they held in the
assembly of the deputies shows with sufficient clearness,
that they had still to meet a great disinclination to war,
especially on the part of the inland towns, which were
unable to understand why they should take the field on
behalf of the colonies beyond the sca. Accordingly the
Corinthians endeavored to prove to them, that the inter-
ests of the inland statcs, as well as their own, were
endangered by the growth of the Athenian power; inas-
much as the prosperity of the mountain-districts depended
on the commerce between the high-lying country and the
coast, which advantageous commgrce would be disturbed
if the Athenians obtained the dominion in the Pelaponne-
sian sea. Such was the language held by the Corinthians
in the interest of their city, as the first mercantile and
export town in the peninsula. In direct contradiction to
the policy of Pericles, they described Athens as insatiable
in conquest: hence, they declared, there could be no juster
or more necessary war than one undertaken to liberate

2
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one part of Hellas out of servitude, and to preserve tho
other from falling into it. At the same time they endea-
vored to remove all anxiety as to a successful termination
of the war, by pointing to the insecure foundations of the
Attic power, which was based on money, and accordingly
by money could also be overthrown. Now, money could
be obtained by a loan on the temple treasures of Delphi
and Olympia ; while by an offer of higher pay the sailors
of the Athenians might be tempted to desert their masters;
and the downfall of the Attic power would be finally con-
summated by the secession of its allies. Whereas the
power of the Peloponnesians rested, not on mercenarics,
but on the free-will of native warriors: hence, nothing
was needed but readiness to make the necessary sacrifices,
and concord in action, in order to ensure the most glorious
of victories in this unavoidable contest. Meanwhile the
Spartans had further obtained from the Delphic oracle a
decided declaration in favor of the Peloponnesian cause,
—an acquisition which, in regard to public opinion, was
not without its importance; and thus, by means of a com-
bination of Sparta and Corinth at the Pcloponnesian diet,
a majority of votes was obtained for war. This vote was
immediately followed by a resolution to commence a gen-
eral armament; and as soon as the deputies returned
home, all Peloponnesus was astir at once. The towns,
large and small, became military stations; the shepherds
and peasants were called in and drilled. The Corinthians
did their utmost to hasten the general armament; for
their fears as to Potidea Jere rising from day to day.

After the Spartan motion, to the effect
betfié‘.?“s",ﬁi‘i?: that all the forces should be held in readi-
and Athens.  Dess, had been adopted as a federal resolu-

tion, Sparta as the head of the confedera-
tion opened the negotiations with Athens. That these

were not conducted with any real desire for peace is
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evident, if from nothing else, from the fact of their not
having been begun till the war had been resolved upon;
hence the only object of the negotiations was to give rise
to specious oceasions for the commencement of hostilities.
It was intended to provoke Athens, who quietly adhered
to her position, to move out of it. A quarrel was sought,
though there was no intention of causing an immediate
outbreak of war; for Sparta wished to gain time for her
preparations. Accordingly, envoys were sent backwards
and forwards; demands and complaints were urged, which
partly had no connection either with one another or with
the previous charges; one element only being common to
all, viz., that Sparta again urged her own claims to the
position of a federal capital against Athens, claims which
were not even due to her from the Peloponnesian states,
and which had at all events long become obsolete and
been utterly abolished by later treaties.
Thus the Spartans first sent ambassadors,

who raised against Athens the charge of ts;ﬂ‘:g,?j:f:: :’,}
having violated the sacred laws, and of the Alomeoni-
being a city polluted by guilt, because the -
community suffered the house of the Alcmwonide to
remain amongst it after doing a deed of impiety against
citizens who were suppliants to the gods (vol. i p. 337).
For when Athens was in the hands of King Cleomenes,
the latter had expelled the Alemeonidz (vol. i. p. 412).
This fact was held to support the new demand for their
expulsion, and it was pretended that the duty was incum-
bent upon Sparta of providingsfor the preservation of
sacred law in the whole of Hellas. In truth, however,
this religious zeal sat very ungraciously upon the Spar-
tans; inasmuch as they had themselves committed far
worse misdeeds againsts the suppliants of Posidon (vol. ii.
p- 406); while the guilt of blood resting upon the
Alemeonidee had long been expiated. A personal object
underlay Sparta’s arrogant demand—an object which it
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was not hard to divine. The man on whom the power of
Athens in the main depended was an Alemzonide by the
mother’s side; and the most ardent admirers of Pericles
could furnish no more brilliant testimonial to his great-
ness than that now supplied by the Spartans, when they
directed their first demands against him, and thus made
it manifest that they were not afraid of Athens, if Peri-
cles were removed from the helm of state. At the same
time an insidious secondary design was contained in this
demand : viz. that of exciting to action the adversaries of
the great statesman, and of giving them an opportunity
for attacking him as the disturber of peace.
After this demand had been sufficiently
ulg;:‘flgfmn apswered by the counter-demand, that Sparta
should first expiate the dceds of guilty
impiety committed in her own land, new messengers of
state arrived, who demanded that the blockade of Potidsea
should be raised, Aigina freed, and liberty of commercial
intercourse restored to the Megareans. The circumstance
that the last of these points was so strongly insisted upon,
that the whole question of war was made to depend on it,
is again to be attributed to no other motive than that of
causing the overthrow of Pericles. For the revocation
of the “ Megarcan decree of the people” would have been
& defeat inflicted upon his policy ; and he was to he placed
in an invidious light, as having on account of so unimpor-
tant a matter kindled the flame of civil war throughout
all Hellas. These demands also were simply refused; the
measures against Megara being justified by the violations
which Athenian territory had suffered from that state.
Finally, an embassy arrived which announced itself as
the last; three men of high dignity presented Sparta’s
ultimatum. After a conciliatory exordium, wherein &
genuine love of peace was spoken of, it was demanded in
so many words that Athens should restore to her allies
their independence. It was this demand which the Spar-
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tans hoped would be most popular among the Hellenes—
a demand which necessarily appeared as the most unsel-
fish and high-minded ; and for these reasons they chose it
as their war-cry in this critical hour.

Thus, then, the decision was now unavoid-
ably approaching ; the citizens were assem- AD;M!M in the
bled ; in a full meeting the conflicting views ,ctmlc,?;?n ne-
were once more to find expression, in order
that the Athenians might clearly realize the situation of
affairs. Assuredly it was known at Athens what the
blessings of peace were worth ; and it was felt that in the
first instance nothing could accrue but loss : moreover, all
those who were against Pericles were for peace; for his
power could not but be increased when times of trouble
and danger more than ever necessitated the guidance of
public affairs by the hands of one man. Accordingly,
the opinions of the citizens were divided, and even the
peace-party found speakers for its views, who at least
declared themselves for sacrificing the Megarean decree,
in order to avoid the horrors of civil war, and for attempt-
ing once more to effect an amicable understanding on this
basis. Last of all Pericles addressed the citizens: *

“ He was well able,” he said, “ to appreci-
ate the serious nature of the situation; nor Peﬁcslg:.”h of
was it fitting lightly to resolve upon a war,
the chances of which lay beyond the reach of human
calculation. But, on the other hand, it ought not to
be imagined that this was a question of choice between
one or the other decree. Suppose us,” he said, “ to have
given way in one point: another demand will be made—
one equally unjust, but at the same time more stringent;
and we shall then have renounced our rights. And why
are we to submit? From fear, or weakness? For what
purpose do we possess our treasure, our navy, our walls?

# From Thue. i. 139 one might bo inclined to assumo that Pericles only
assembled the community for a final discussion.



30 History of Greece. [Boox IV.

The adversary opposed to the Peloponnesians is assuredly
no contemptible foe; and they have never been fit for
carrying on lengthy wars beyond their seas. Their war-
taxes, levied for each particular campaign, cannot held
out for long; the whole constitution of their confederation
is thoroughly defective, and ill-adapted for vigorous action.
Of its many members, each single one thinks that it is not
he more than any other, upon whom everything depends ;
and thus the whole machine halts; but all success in war
is conditioned by a rapid use of the moment. The sea is
ours, a fact of vast significance in Hellas; and though
the Corinthians may pretend to their allies that it will be
an easy matter for them to withstand us on the sea, we
need not be greatly afraid of such a rivalry on the part
of Peloponnesians, who are for the most part tillers of
the land and keepers of cattle; for a naval power cannot
be created as a mere matter of secondary interest. Your
land they are able to desolate; but you stand in ne need
of it ; nay, it is only an obstacle in the way of your perfect
security : and if you would follow my counsel, you would
yourselves devastate your fields, in order to show them
that you will not sacrifice your liberty for the sake of
fields and farms. Thus, then, your weapon, the navy, is
much more dangerous to them than their land-army is to
you. For that which is of the greatest importance to
them—their territorial possessions—is at the mercy of
your attacks, while, of our possessions, only those which
are of no importance to us are within their reach. But
if your situation is so favorable, what advantage can there
be in timidly deferring & war which is inevitable? For
the question is, whether we are ready of our own accord
to submit, or rather for the preservation of our independ-
ence courageously to confront the dangers of war? There-
fore, let us once more declare, that we are ready on all .
points at issue to submit to the decision of an arbitrator,
according to the clear meaning of the treaties. We will
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not do any man’s bidding; but, as is usual between
states of equal rights, we bring forward one demand to
meet the other. If the Lacedseemonians will do away with
the closing of their frontiers and ports, we also are ready
to admit the Megareans amongst us. We further consent
t0 restore their independence to all those among our allies
who were independent at the time of the Thirty Years’
Peace ; but, in that case, neither shall any state in Pelopon-
nesus be forced to accommodate itself to the principles in
vogue at Sparta. Let this be our answer. We have no
wish to begin war, but whosoever attacks us, him we mean
to repel ; for our guiding principle ought to be no other
than this: that the power of that state which our fathers
made great we will hand down undiminished to our pos-
terity.”

No one was able to urge a word against
the wisdom and the convincing power of  The Athe-
this speech. An answer was resolved upon, E;,?}&nmu to
agreeing in every point with that proposed
by Pericles: it was a final answer; and, in conformity
with the wish of Pericles, all further negotiations by
ambassadors between Sparta and Athens were broken off.
Private intercourse between the citizens of the towns con-
tinued for a time, but only under anxious precautions.
The treaties were held to be at an end; there was no
longer any federal law in Hellas,

It is true that this advantage had accrued
to the Spartans from the frequent inter-
change of messages to and fro; that they
had been able at their leisure to complete their arma-
ments; and thus the question might arise, why the Athe-
nians, who had been long prepared for war, conceded this
advantage to their adversary; why they did not at an
earlier date insist upon decisive declarations, and, if war
was actually unavoidable, hurry on its commencement ?

Peloponnesian
plans of war.
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Pericles attached the greatest weight to the fact, that the
right was manifestly on the side of the Athenians. All
Hellas was to bear witness, that they, who were always
decried as the innovators and originators of troubles
firmly clung to the treatics to the last ; they wished to be
the assailed, and not the assailants, although by this they
might lose advantages in the war. Nor was this any
pedantic perversity on their part, but the most effective
and sagacious policy, as the event proved. For, if the
imposing beginning of the attempt made by Sparta to
accomplish at the present moment all that she had
hitherto omitted to accomplish:—to create a sequel to the
most glorious period of her earlier history, and, as she had
then overthrown the Tyrants, so now to overthrow the
tyrannical state whose despotic power was now keeping
down so many Hellenic states :—if this energetic begin-
ning found a very meagre answer in the subsequent con-
duct of the war, and if none of these great projects was
carried into execcution ; a main cause of all these results is
to be found in the wise conduct of Pericles. If Athens
had allowed herself to be driven to premature expressions
of indignation and measures of hostility, the war-party in
Sparta would have been greatly benefited, which was
annoyed by nothing so much as by the unimpassioned
attitude of the Athenians, who quietly insisted on the
legal basis of the treaties. Thus the blame of the rupture
of peace was thrown upon the adversary; the party of
those who still hesitated,—a very numerous party in
Sparta, with King Archidamus at its head,—who, in oppo-
sition to the hot-headed Ephors, had demanded an adhe-
rence to the constitutional track of law, could not recon-
cile itself to the fact that the war was, on the part of
Sparta, an unjust war. Thus the national ardor in the
execution of the war-plans was damped from the first:
that courage was wanting, which a good conscience alone
can bestow.
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The Lacedxmonians, from whom the
attack proceeded, must, it is true, have long sg;’fw‘.’h“‘ of
before formed a plan of operations. As to
this, they had the choice, whether they intended to con-
tent themselves with their existing resources of war and
their traditional method of conducting it, or whether they
would attempt entirely new modes of procedure. The
latter was the view of the Corinthians, who alone among
all the Peloponnesians had a conception of the power of
Athens. They knew, that by sea only could a successful
contest be waged against Athens; hence, even at the risk
of suffering defeats at first, it was by sea that she must be
opposed : for thus alone would it be possible to encourage
the allies to revolt, and to cut off from the Athenians
money-tributes as well as provisions. By degrees a navy
would be formed capable of successfully encountering
them.

For this purpose, nothing ought to be left untried, not
even the treasurcs of the temples spared, nor aid refused in
any shape or form. Had not even King Archidamus
in Sparta openly expressed his opinion: that, in order to
overcome a state like Athens, one ought not to shrink
even from asking support from the Persians? a proceed-
ing, it is true, strangely in contrast with Sparta’s national
professions, and with the political principles of a Dorian
state. But, above all, it was necessary to attempt to
enlarge the confederation, and to extend it beyond the
limits which it had occupied since the last treaties, <. e.
gince the conclusion of the Thirty Yecars’ Peace. An
endeavor was made to revive the ancient relations of com-
mon descent, and to induce the colonies beyond the sea to
unite with the Peloponnesus ; treatics were concluded with
the towns in Sicily and Magna G'recia; the subsidies and
contingents to be furnished by each member of the con-
federation were fixed; 200 ships were confidently looked
for from that quarter; and already the total naval force

%
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of the Peloponnesians was calculated to amount to 500
ships of war.*

A sccond method of ettack, from which successful
results might be look=d for, was the establishment of a
fortified place in Attica, whence a constant pressure might
be put upon the enemy, while his fugitive slaves were
attracted and communications opened with the discon-
tented party in the capital. This method of making war
was not strange to the Dorians, whose ancestors had
after this fashion themselves overcome the earlier states
of the peninsula (vol. i. p. 134). But even for this kind
of undertaking the Lacedemonians failed to manifest the
requisite determination; and since even the treaties with
the allies beyond the sea were not carried out, the
Spartans, after the fiery blaze of their first military ardor,
after all their extensive armaments and high-flown designs
of ambition, fell back upon relying in the main on their
own land force, and flattered themselves with the belief
that, by a succession of annual summer campaigos, they
would be able to overcome Athens’ power “of resistance.
They could not imagine that the Athenians would calmly
sacrifice their annual harvests, and tranquilly remain
within their walls; whilst, if they marched out for the
purpose of defence, the Spartans calculated on beating
them, and hoped that a defeat of the Athenians in their
own land would inevitably result in the desertion of their
allies.

On the other side, Pericles had clearly
surveyed the situation; nothing was further
from his thoughts than a conceited over-
estimation of his own power; and doubtless he took a
more serious view of the position of Athens than he
allowed to appear in his specches, because in these he was

The confeder-
ates of Sparta.

# Cf. Thue. ii. 7, and Classen’s note; Diod. ii. 41, For tbe numhers of
the Jaad-forces (80,000) as given helow, sco Plut. Pericl. 33 ; of. Sintenis,
p- 226 ff.
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above all desirous of animating the citizens with courage
and self-confidence. In spite of all her tardiness, and in
spite of the palpable defects of her federal constitution,
Sparta was a powerful foe. The whole of the Pelopon-
nesus stood on her side, with the exception of Argos and
Achaia ; and even among the Achwan cities, Pallene, the
neighbor of Sicyon, with her brave citizens joined the
Bpartan side. The Spartans were still regarded in all
Greece as heroes upon whom the spirit of Leonidas had
descended, and ancient custom made the name of the
Peloponnesians a title of honor. Outside the peninsula,
the Baotians were the irreconcilable foes of Athens. On
account of their inferjority in culture and less active dis-
position of mind, they were despised and derided by the
Athenians; but they were a sturdy race, of great vigor of
action and fitness for military service; a people whose
history had not yet begun, when in the Persian wars their
land earned nothing but misfortune and dishonor. For
this purpose Thebes sought to unite the forces of the
country; and the bold plans of her oligarchs found a
strong support in the universal indignation prevailing in
all parts of the country: on account of Platex, on
account of the Attic occupation of Oropus and Eubcea,
and on account of the earlier attempts at conquest on the
part of Athens, Such was particularly the case in the
towns of Tanagra, Orchomenus, Cope, and others, where
a strong government by the nobility had maintained itself.
True, the Beeotians were without any common military
organization, but the contingents of the individual towns
had distinguished themselves' while fighting in serried
ranks; the physical vigor of their citizens had been
highly devéloped in the gymnasia; and the noble families
eupplicd chosen bands of warriors, composed of pairs of
inseparable fricnds, who fought one by the side of the
other. These Beotians, like the Opuntian Locrians (in
whom the memory of the despotic sway of the Athenians
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yet survived), were resolved from the first to adopt the
cause of the Peloponnesians as their own. By them
Attica was menaced in the rear; and not only Aitica,
but also Eubcea : they were moreover able to supplement
the Spartan forces by means of their cavalry. Phocdis,
too, notwithstanding her enmity against Delphi, adhered
to the Peloponnesians, probably, from hatred against
Thessaly, which was allied with Athens. Lastly, neither
were the Peloponnesians without the necessary materiuls
for the establishment of a naval power; since Corinth,
with her colonies, Ambracia and Lecucas, and further
Megara, Sicyon, Pallene, Elis, Epidaurus, Trezene, and
Hermione, were able to furnish vessels and crews; while
the Spartans themselves put their docks at Gytheum into
new order, and recommenced the building of ships of war,
after they had, since the treason of Pausanias, renounced
all ideas of naval supremacy, and, according to the princi-
ples of Heteemaridas (vol. ii. p. 374) abstained from all
interference in the affairs of states beyond the sea.
But their real strength lay in the supe-
Advantiges on rior numbers of their land army. For,
the side of the
Poloponnesians, Upon the whole, the Peloponnesus numbered
more inhabitants than at any previous
time; and, notwithstanding the neutrality of Argos and
Achaia, was able, inclusive of the auxiliary troops, to send
60,000 heavy-armed troops into the field. The Pelopen-
nesians, moreover, enjoyed these advantages: that a lead-
ing state of their confederation, at once so powerful and
go pre-eminently active as Corinth, lay in the immediate
vicinity of the portal of the peninsula, as a chosen place
for the assemblage of the forces; and that they had in
their hands the passes of the mainland. But the worst
danger of all for Athens consisted in her being not only
surrounded on all sides by declared enemies, but every-
where in her own camp threatened by treason and faith-
lessness. The Peloponnesian states had no other centre
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than Sparta; nature directed them to hold together in good
and in evil fortune, and they were indissolubly knit
together by a long history and by a community of inter-
ests, manners, and race. The allies of Athens, on the con-
trary, were eagerly awaiting an opportunity of shaking
off her burdensome yoke : incapable of real independence,
they were yet unwilling to obey the stronger. As Hel-
lenes, they could not reconcile themselves to the loss of
their independence, and insidious agitation had raised
their indignation to fever heat. While some were eager
to attempt their own liberation, others thought it neces-
sary at the last moment to secure their menaced indepen-
dence. Nowhere was a just and equitable judgment of
existing circumstances and of their causes to be met with.
No one recalled what Athens had done, in war and in
peace, to glorify the Greek name; all grateful recognition
had been changed to hatred; the splendor of the capital,
which was to mollify the disinclination to subordination,
was merely a source of annoyance; and in proportion
as the universal disaffection was obscure in its motives
and fanciful in its expression, the difficulty of overcoming
it increased. The ancient dislike of the Dorians against
the Ionians, the hatred of the aristocrats against popular
government, the envy of the poor against the rich, the
jealousy of intellectual narrowness against an eminent
culture and brilliant deserts—all these motives co-oper-
ated with one another. And it was in this that the main
element of the power of Sparta consisted, that she was so
strongly supported by the general sentiments of the Hel-
lenes. The victory of Sparta was universally desired.
Every success of her forces, every mishap of the Athe-
nians, would give to Sparta new allics among the number
of those who were still timidly refraining from openly
taking her part. Everywhere this easily moved nation
was filled by the foolish hope, that Sparta would restore a
new happy time of liberty to all Hellenes. The great
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mass completely deceived themselves as to Sparta, which
was totally unknown to them; and they were equally
ignorant, how the state of Lycurgus had more and more
changed into a self-seeking aristocracy, whose policy was
dictated by narrow-minded family interests; they either
did or would not see, that in her sphere of action the con-
duct of Sparta was as despotic as that of Athens; that she
regulated the affairs of the confederation only for the sake
of her private advantage, and hindered the free develop-
ment of constitutional life. All that Sparta had lacked
for establishing a dominion like that of Athens had been
spirit and intelligence. But the circumstance that the
Spartans demanded no tribute sufficed to make them
appear as the representatives of liberty agaiust the despot-
ism of Athens. Of this deceptive notion they now took
full advantage for their own benefit. There was to be no
question of a war in which two powers of equal rights
stood opposed to one another ; but the cause of Sparta was
declared to be the national cause, the sacred cause of
Right; while Athens was the revolutionary power which
had overthrown Hellenic law. Hence Sparta could
regard the support of her cause as a duty; whosoever
opposed himself to it committed a national crime, and
incurred a share in the guilt of the destruction of the
nation’s rights. Not Sparta, but Hellas, under the leader-
ship of Sparta, was warring against Athens. Thus politi-
cal contrasts were proclaimed very similar to those of the
times of the Wars of Liberation; there again existed a
national or patriotic party and the opposite. But their
positions had been reversed. Those who had then been
the leaders of the national party were now the  traitors,”
while those states which had given up the soil of Greece
to the barbarians now stood on the side of the “libera-
tors” as champions ‘of Hellenic rights, without having
changed their convictions.  For wherever families of the
nobility had still retained authority—in Megara, in
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Beeotia, in Thessaly, &c.—these formed the closest junc-
tion with Sparta, because they loathed Athens as the
hearth of democracy. Thus the Peloponnesians had on
their side both the unintelligent dreams of freedom on the
part of oppressed civic communities, and the ambition and
love of power which animated the aristocrats.
Despite of all these considerations, Peri-

cles was fully determined that Athens should of'IX’t"h‘;;?“"“
not purchase peace by cowardly concessions.

For, unless the city would assent voluntarily to descend
from her lofty position, war was inevitable; nor was there
any prospect of an increase of the resources and defensive
power of Athcns. Three hundred swift-sailing triremes
were in readiness—sufficient, when divided into squadrons,
to cover the importation of necessaries by sea, to keep a
watch on the allies, and to disturb the tranquility of the
hostile shores. Transports and light boats were at hand
in corresponding numbers. 1,200 cavalry and 29,000
foot-soldiers stood under arms; 16,000 for garrison duty,
and 13,000 for service in open field. The army was used
to active service and in excellent condition ; nor was the
naval force (as the Corinthians frequently chose to pretend)
composed in the main of hired mercenaries; but the tri-
remes were commanded by citizens, who defended the
deck of their ship as if it had been a piece of their native
goil. The resident alicns (who performed their share of
service) were to be relied upon, and their interests were
mixed up with those of the state. Athens numbered
among ‘her citizens a large body perfectly qualified to
assume independent posts of command, while Sparta had
never had any opportunity of training generals and admi-
rals. The finances of the state were in perfect order.
On large blocks of stone, which were sct up near the
temples on the Acropolis, were scen the list of tributary
cities and the sums of their tributes, which, after the
expiration of the quadrennial periods of assessmeut, were
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revised anew. Exact control over this department was
the most important point in Attic political wisdom, and
only recently Pericles had, with regard to the expected
war, been actively endeavoring to place the financial
resources of the country more and more at the absolute
disposal of the state (vol. ii. p. 633). Of the surplus of
the tributes, after the completion of the Propylea and
other works of magnificence, and after the expenditure on
account of the siege of Potidzea, there yet remained 6,000
talents (1,462,500..) in the treasury. In this estimate
were not included the dedicatory gifts deposited in the
citadel—above all, the golden robe of Athene Parthenos,
the value of which amounted to 400 talents of silver.
To these had to be added the annual revenues, from- the
domains, dutics, taxes, &c., amounting to at least 400
talents, which were collected in Athens itself, as well as
the 600 talents of tribute furnished by the towns; the
total accordingly amounting to 1,000 talents (243,730L).
Provision had been made for war—supplies of every
description; the armories were filled with weapons, mis-
giles, and machines; and the navy was more universally
feared after the subjection of Samos than at any previous
period. The Athenian navy had become familiar with all
parts of the sea, with all its sounds and harbors; and by
the structure and equipment of the vessels no less than by
the long practice of the crews was fur superior to all other
navies, even in case of an equality of numbers. The
limits of the Athenian supremacy included more than 300
cities, partly of considerable size, many of which paid
tribute in conjunction with other smaller places not named
in the list; so that the sum total of the dependent towns
probably was from twice to thrice as large as that known
to us. Within these wide limits, when necessity demanded
it, a levy was also made of sea and land troops. The
independent allies of Athens, besides the faithful Chians
and the Lesbians, consisted of Corcyra and Zacynthus.
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With the Acarnanians and with Cephallenia her relations
were friendly ; go that the Athenians were secure of the
Tonic as well as of their own sea, and in the west occupied
military positions of great importance against Pelopon-
nesus. Lastly, in the north they had renewed their
ancient alliance with the Thessalians, who were able to
support them with cavalry. If, then, this abundance of
resources was by the unanimous confidence of a patriotic
community entrusted to the wisdom of such a statesman
and general as Pericles, the future might be met with
calm tranquility, even against a terrible enemy. With
a small army the Peloponnesians could not dare to arrive,
and with a large army they could not long maintain them-
selves in Attica, if flocks and herds and provisions had
been previously secured. The city of Athens had been
purposely rendered capable of being for a time independent
of the country around. A siege was out of the question,
es the Peloponnesians were unable to cut off the supplies.
The frontiers were secured by fortresses which could
receive the peasantry into the shelter of their walls,
Pericles had completed his great works of peace and his
armaments for war; and delay could bring with it nothing
but loss. For, in the first place, no more favorable op-
portunity could present itself of carrying on a just war
of defence; and again, every sign of fear of itself consti-
tuted a defeat, and an encouragement for the foe. Lastly,
indications were not wanting which made any further
Pprocrastination appear dangerous, even if the war could
have been delayed without damage to the honor of Athens.
For Pericles was both justified in confessing to himself,
and forced to recognize, this fact : that a successful result
of the war in a great measure depended upon the extent to
which the citizens would bestow their full confidence upon
himself, and to which he should retain the physical
and moral force necessary to lead them according to his
will
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As to the former point, the opposition
The political gggingt Pericles had never been wholly
position of Peri- g )
oles. removed, but merely temporarily driven
into the background. The landed propri-
etors found themselves damaged by the one-sided encour-
agement of the maritime and mercantile interests; the old
party of the aristocrats had remained implacable; and
equally little could the zealous friends of democracy be
satisfied with a man, who practically defeated the princi-
ples of the latter. The former indulged in a secret hope
that together with Pericles would fall the democratic sys-
tem on which he had founded his power, while the latter
hoped that not until then would the democracy be fully
and really established. If both these parties united in
order to accomplish what was the immediate object of
either, there must necessarily be great apprehension as to
the consequences. As yet, the authority of Pericles was
unshaken; his successful measures of foreign and domes-
tic policy, and the resolute and clear consistency of his
statesmanship, exalted him above any attack. Nor was a
lively recognition of these wanting ; even new honors, such
as had previously not fallen to the lot of any citizen (as,
e. g., the wreath of olive bestowed upon him by the state)
adorned his head —a symbol of triumphant gratitude to-
wards the statesman glorious on account of his service to
the Goddess of the State,—towards the hero of peace.
But the same man was also subjected to
His enemies, unfair judgments, to slander, and to mock-
and their attacks . .
upon him. ery. His own sons laughed at his fondness
for sophistic exercises in speculation; his
pride was offensive, aud his authority burdensome, to the
citizens. The less men ventured to oppose him openly,
the more they found fault with his measures; and his
purest intentions were shamefully misinterpreted. Such
was, e. g., the case in the affair of Corcyra ; the fleet of ten
ships was ridiculed, and then the explanation of this
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“ half-measure ” sought in the assumption, that it was
merely intended by way of an annoyance to Lacedzmo-
nius, and as a method of artfully bringing the latter into
disfavor with his own party, which was well-disposed
towards the Lacedemonians (p. 13). Personally, Pericles
afforded his opponents no handie for attack ; but, unfortu- .
nately, his surroundings were not always of the most
unexceptioneble description. He was so decidedly the
first man in Athens, that men of independent character
were not always ready to act as the instruments of his
policy. With all the greater eagerness, men of an inferior
kind thronged around him, hoping while renouncing all
independent action to secure for themselves a variety of
personal advantages. Among these were Metiochus or
Metichus, a rhetor and architect, who also shared the
office of general with Pericles, and who, contrary to the
fundamental law of the democracy, simultancously filled
several of the lesser, but at the same time influential,
offices of state ; so that in the streets these verses might be
heard sung in mockery of him;—

¢ Metichus commands our armies, Metichus lays down our streets,
Metichus controls our breadstaffs, Mectichus our corn and meal.
Here and everywhere is Metichus: so let Mctichus beware.” #

Among these followers of Pericles were also Charinus,
the author of the Megarean decree, and Menippus, whom
Pericles on several occasions employed as his second in
command. Btill less popular was the wealthy and luxuri-
ous Pyrilampes, who had established an aviary, which
was one of the curiosities of Athens, and which on the
first day of every month was exhibited to natives and
strangers. He was particularly proud of his peacocks, a
species of bird hitherto wholly unknown in Greece, and,
as the story weunt, supplied Pericles with specimens, which

® Sce Note IT. Appendix.
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the latter bestowed as love-gifts upon his courtesans.
Such-like town-scandal was seized upon by the writers o]
comedy, to whom nothing could afford a more welcome
chance of satisfying the risible tendencies of the Athe-
nians, than the chance of bringing before their eyes the
lofty Olympian, astray in the paths of human frailty.
Accordingly, they spiced their plays with allusions, more
or less open, to the aviary of Pyrilampes, and to the wife
of Menippus (who was said to have helped her husband to
the dignity of general), as well as to other fair Athenian
ladies, of whom it was rumored that they might be met
with in the workshops of Phidias, where they occasionally
made the acquaintance of the head of the state, that emi-
nent patron of art. Hermippus called Pericles a “prince
of satyrs,” in allusion to the unworthy dependents sur-
rounding him; the nickname of “the new Pisistratidse”
was another invention of the comedians, by which the fol-
lowing of Pericles was compared to the court of a tyrant.
Nor was Cratinus (vol. ii. p. 592), whose sentiments were in
favor of Cimon, sparing of the person of Pericles. The
extreme recklessness to which these derisive attacks were
carried may be gathered from the fact, that a limitation
of the liberty of the stage appeared necessary in the inter-
ests of public order; a measure which was assuredly only
passed in conformity with the wish of Pericles. As early
as the Samian war a popular decree was carried, by which
the comic writers were prohibited from exposing indi-
viduals, indicated by name or portrait mark, to the laugh-
ter of the public;—a law which was published under the
name of Antimachus, but only remained in force for a
period of three years, up to Ol lxxxv. 4 (B.c. 427). Of
a far more serious nature than these passing quarrels with
the public and the stage were the attacks upon his policy,
proceeding from its old and new enemies. The ancient
charges were once more revived: of waste of the public
money, of the support of free-thinking, and of other per-
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nicious tendencies opposed to the traditions of the ances-
tors of the Athenians. In the first instance, however,
these attacks were not directed against Pericles in person,
but against those who were regarded as the most promi-
nent representatives of these tendencies, and who were at
the same time most intimately connected with Pericles:
viz. against Phidias, Anaxagoras, and Aspasia.
After the completion of the Parthenon,

Phidias had come to be universally recog- 0,;:‘;?:?’ o
nized as the greatest master of plastic art Ixxxvi. (s. c
among the Hellenes; and it was a triumph ;ﬁm‘;"d folt.
of the Periclean policy, to have caused

Athens to be regarded as the high schocl of Hellenic art.
In this intellectual domain the hegemony of Athens was
80 incontestable, that all dispute as to comparative claims
was at an end ; and even foreign states, which in other
respects grudged any pre-eminence to the Athenians,
applied to Athens, in order to enable thcmselves to exe-
cute works satisfying the demands of the times in sacred
architecture and sculpture. In the domain of art a cer-
tain reconciliation was undeniably effected between the
mutually jealous and hostile sentiments of the several
states. Thus Phidias himself aided the Megarean Theo-
cosmus with his figure of Zeus; and his scholars worked
in Peloponnesus and in Beeotia :—Thrasymedes for the
Epidaurians, Agoracritus for Coronea, and Colotes for
Cyllene. Attic artists were summoned to Delphi, in order
to decorate the sanctuary of Apollo with groups of statu-
ary on the pediment ; and the official authorities of Elis,
whose duty it was to provide for the Peloponnesian federal
sanctuary (vol. i. p. 2565), summoned Phidias, who with
his brother Pansenus, with Colotes, Pxonius, Alcamenes,
and a whole colony of Attic artists, migrated to Olympia,
there to undertake the mightiest task which could be
imposed upon plastic art—a task which was confided to
him with absolute confidence and lofty liberality. It
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greatly resembled that which he had recently accom-
plished in Athens. For, as in the Parthenon, so now in
the sanctuary of the Olympian Zeus, was to be executed

with all the resources of art, with gold and jewels, with -

ivory, ebony, and the brilliant decoration of colors, a
statue of the god, not for the purpose of worship (for
Zeus was worshipped at Olympia without an image), but as
& gorgeous spectacle, as a dedicatory offering to the god,
which was eventually executed on a scale of incomparably
greater magnificence than even that of Athene Parthenos.
The creation of Phidias was a figure of Zeus in a sitting
posture, a statue of colossal dimensions, for which even
the mighty temple seemed too confined a space. In the
head of the god Phidias combined the characteristics of
power and grace, of majesty and gentlenecss: the lo\ks
were those of the Homeric Zeus, at the motion of which
Olympus trembled. The golden robe, which covered the
lower limbs, left free the mighty breast; on his hand the
god bore the figure of the Goddess of Victory, as did the
Athene Parthenos. For he, too, was in this representa-
tion conceived of not only as a crowned conqueror who
had overthrown all his enemies, but also' as the giver of
victory ; because in his immediate presence, and in his
name, were distributed the Olympian olive-wreaths, the
highest prizes of Hellenic valor.
Relatives of Phidias remained at Elis,
Pm‘;’:}‘ﬁ” of and were there invested with the hereditary
office of perpetually preserving in good
repair the statue of Zeus; while the sculptor himself
returned to Athens, crowned with the fulness of artistic
fame. Here he found a dangerous change to have
supervened in public opinion. After the completion of
the Propylea, Pericles, as it appears, had to present an
exact account of the expenditure on the buildings on the
citadel ; and this opportunity his enemies had selected for
an insidious attack. An inferior artist, Meno by name,



Caar. 1] The War to the Death of Pericles. 47

was made to sit down before the altars on the market (as
those were wont to do who placed themselves under the
protection of the community, in order to be able, without
any danger to themselves, to make a charge against
persons in a position of power). He was promised this
protection : whereupon he accused Phidias of having
retained for himself a part of the gold supplied to him
for the golden robe of Athene Parthenos. The plot was
clumsily devised; for, by the advice of Pericles, the
golden robe in question had been purposely contrived so as
to admit of being taken off again: it was weighed, and
found to have its proper weight.

But the hostile party would not allow itself to be dis-
couraged. A second charge was brought, a charge of
impiety. In the battle of the Amazons, represented on
the shield of Athene, two figures were discovered which
bore the features of Pericles and Phidias. Himself the
artist had represented as a bald-headed old man, lifting a
block of stone with both his hands, but Pericles in the
noble figure of a warrior hurling a spear, who was made
to cover the middle of his face with his own hand, but
not so as to prevent the likeness from being undeniable.
In this, it was asserted, lay a self-seeking vanity, violating
the sanctity of the temple: the citizens demanded the
personal arrest of the artist—a sign that it was contrived
to give the subject of the charge the character of a plot
endangering the safety of the state. While the menda-
cious accuser was rewarded by the bestowal of privileges
as a public benefactor, and recommended as & martyr of
liberty to the especial protection of the generals of the
city—Pericles among their number—Phidias, who had
established the glory of his native city with more brilliant
and undisputed success than any other of his contempora-
ries, was sent to prison as a criminal [ . o .
Here he died, according to the usual tradi- dias. Ol Ixxxvi.
tion before the inquiry had terminated, I (®©432)
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broken by old age and grief. Not even then was the
poisonous tongue of scandal hushed; but, on the con-
trary, the rumor was spread that Pericles himself had
caused his friend to be made away with, in order to pre-
vent further inquiry and anticipate awkward disclosures.
The object of the second attack was

Al:;?;:;zm? °f Anaxagoras, who.had for many years led a
peaceable existence at Athens, in blameless

seclusion and without ambition, entirely devoted to his
philosophical and mathematical studies, and not even
busying himself with becoming the founder of a school.
But he was the most intimate friend of Pericles, whom it
was impossible to hurt more deeply than by persecuting
his Anaxagoras. For this purpose a combination was
effected between men of the most opposite parties:
between honest adherents of ancicnt religion and morality
on the one hand, whose sentiments attached them to a
Cimon and a Thucydides, and on the other hand the
earliest champions of an unlimited democracy, such as
Cleon, whose only real object was the overthrow of Peri-
cles. The organ of religious fanaticism was Diopithes, a
priest and popular orator of passionate temperament, who,
by assuming the madness of one divinely inspired, drew
the eyes of the multitude upon himself, delivered oracles
in a shrill voice, and excited the people. He procured
the passing of a decree, by which all who denied the
national religion, and who philosophized on matters apper-
taining to the gods, were to be indicted as state criminals.
Thus a weapon had been obtained against the philosophi-
cal friends of Pericles. Damon (vol. ii. p. 483) was
banished, and Anaxagoras involved in most serious legal
proceedings ; so that Pericles was obliged to recognize the
impossibility of obtaining the acquittal of his friend. He
loyally declared himself in favor of the latter; but had
to congratulate himself on being able to save so much as
the life of Anaxagoras, whom he was forced personally to
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advise to quit Athens; and to his deep sorrow he saw the
aged philosopher take his departure for Lampsacus.
Encouraged by this success, the hostile

party advanced with still greater boldness Af;::f:_“““ of
againat Pericles; and directed their next

attack against Aspasia, who on the comic stage had often
been ridiculed as the Here of the Olympian Zeus, and as
the new Omphale or Deianira, who had imposed her
fetters upon the weighty Heracles. The jest was now
changed into solemn earnest. The comic writer Hermip-
pus appeared as public prosecutor, and called the proud
Milesian lady to account before the jury for her impiety,
and for her sins against good and honest morality ; charg-
ing her with tempting free-born women into her house for
vile purposes. In this matter Pericles could not give way.
He laid his entire authority into the scale of her cause;
with her he was determined to stand or fall. He appeared
as her advocate before the people; but he was no longer
the proud statesman, calm th the consciousness of victory:
with tears he entreated the judges to spare him such an
insult as this: and thus he obtained her acquittal from
the dangerous charge which had been brought against her
from motives of hostility against himself, and which was
accordingly treated as a party question. '

Finally, an immediate and personal .

. Prosecution of
attack was made upon the person of Peri- Poriclcs himself.
cles himself; and on the motion of Dracon- g'c";’é’;")ﬁ' L
tides it was resolved that he should be =
obligzed to hand in before the Prytanies a complete
account as to the public moneys which had passed through
his hands, and that a solemn judgment should be held as
to his guilt or innocence on the citadel at the altar of
Athene. This mode of procedure was, however, on the
motion of Hagnon (vol. ii. p. 537) again altered, and it
was determined that the matter should be decided before a
court of 1,500 jurymen, to whom it was left to decide

8



50 History of Greece. [Book IV.

whether the matter should be treated as a prosecution for
misappropriation of the public money, or for corruption,
or in general for damage done to the interests of the com-
monwealth.*
Although this time the attack of the ene-
Poricles’ reasons mies failed, yet these proceedings sufficiently
325:::?;: for prove how dangerous and threatening the
situation of Pericles had become, since the
conservative party of the old aristocrats made common
cause against him with the new democratic party which
had formed itself during the years of peace, while priestly
fanaticism endeavored ceaselessly to heighten the ill-feel-
ing against him. These cndeavors did not fail to exercise
a certain influence upon the citizens; for, notwithstanding
all his sagacity, Pericles had been unable to prevent his
whole position in the state, and particularly his association
with the artists, philosophers, and Ionic women, from
awakening a vivid reminiscence of the style of Tyrannical
rule, and thereby affording various occasions of offence.
These conflicts, which Pericles had to sustain on his own
and his friends’ behalf, belong to the first and second year
of the 87th Olympiad (431 B.c.), %.e. to the same time as
that in which the Lacedsmonians sent their embassies to
Athens; nor can we doubt that the great change which
had taken place in the sentiments of the Athenian citizens
was well known in Sparta, and that probably the demand
urging the expulsion of the Alemsmonids was made with
the co-operation of the aristocratic party in Athens.
Pericles himself issued forth victoriously from all personal
attacks; but he could not refuse to recognize the difficul-
ties of his position; for the parties of his opponents had
proved their strength, and might at any time unite for
another onset. Hence, with regard even to himself per-
sonally, he was of opinion that the war, which was in any

® See Note III. Appendix.
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case inevitable, could not break out at a more favorable
moment : he might expect that the common danger would
divert public attention from home affairs, render harmless
the power of his adversaries, strengthen patriotic feeling,
and make manifest to the Athenians the need in which
they stood of his services. Although, then, the accusation
which the comic poets made against him was unjust, when
they placed the whole war to the account of Pericles,
who, in order to extricate himself out of his difficulties,
“cast the Megarean decree like a spark upon Hellas,
which was filled with combustible materials;” yet the
connection between the war and the political trials enu-
merated above is undeniable: for the latter not only en-
couraged the enemies of Pericles in Sparta, but also deter-
mined him more thoroughly himself to accept war. The
heavily charged atmosphere could not be better purified
than by a just war, although Pericles could not for a
moment fail to perceive, that the war itself would involve
him personally in new dangers. For, as his speeches
prove, he divined with perfect clearness, that any unex-
pected mishap in the war would cause his fall ; he was
well acquainted with the inconstancy and impatience of the
Athenians; he knew that he could not carry out his system
of operations which was the only safe one, without imposiag
the greatest sacrifices upon the citizens. They would have
to master their own feelings sufficiently to give up their
lands calmly to the foe; for only thus could the Pelopon-
nesians be made to exhaust themselves in fruitless exer-
tions, and at last to find themselves forced to make peace.
In order to carry out this plan of operations, there was
needed a man of immovable calm and of proved authority
—a statesman and commander, who was incontestably
the first among his fellow-citizens. Pericles knew that
success was bound up with his person; accordingly he
necessarily wished, not from any selfish, but from the most
purely patriotic motives, that the war might begin while
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he yet retained the full vigor requisite for the leader of
Athens.*

Thus the two states lay face to face, ready and resolved
for war ; but neither as yet struck the first blow. Athens
desired, on principle, to remain on the defensive; and
Sparta hesitated before taking the decisive step. The
whole nation was meanwhile anxiously waiting the events-
which the immediate future would bring with it ; some in
impatient anticipations, the others full of dark forebodings.
For the younger generation capable of bearing arms,
which in large numbers and vigorous health filled the
ranks on either side of the Isthmus, and which had grown
up in times of peace, unacquainted with the terrors of a
civil war, felt a vague longing for change from an insup-
portable state of things, a desire for the hour of final deci-
sion, which would enable them to prove their powers.and
do mighty deeds. They thought it better that the
opposing parties should fight out their differences in open
war, than that they should continue, like a secret poison,
to consume the vitals of the nation.
~ On the other hand, the men of greater experience and

thoughtfulness took into anxious consideration the in-
calculable consequences which the first sanguinary meet-
ing between the two great states would necessarily bring
with it, and their anxious foreboding found expression
and confirmation in the dark and cheerless oracles which
passed from mouth to mouth among the people: evil
omens of all kinds were sought and found; terrific
natural phenomena made their appearance, particularly
an earthquake on Delos (according to accurate inquiry

# The view in tho text as to the connection of the war with the publio
law-suits is based upon Ar. Pax, 603; mpara udv yap adris (the reading
already of Diod. xii. 40; wawvrés Sauppe) jpge dedias mpifas xaxds, elra
HepwAéns poPybeis, ui peraoxor Tis TVXIS—ifépAete Ty wéAww éuBariw amwvéipa
uipdy Meyapixov yndioparos, xafedvonoer, rogovtov woAewév. Cf. Sauppe,
p- 186.
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the first visitation of the kind upon the Holy Island,
which men believed to be immovably fixed in the depths
of the sea).*

The war was to break out after a wholly
unexpected fashion, ncither from Sparta, Outbreakofthe
nor f?rzcm Athens, but from Thebes. The ;.m(.};.ol'.;?:)"b
latter stood at the head of a confederation
of ten cities, and, being full of ambition, aimed at a wider
dominion. The most influential personage at Thebes, the
leader of the oligarchic government, was Eurymachus,
the son of Leontiadas, a sworn foe to the policy of Peri-
cles. He wished to make his native city the capital of
all Boeotia; a plan which nothing seemed to him to ob-
struct so much as Platess. The Platean land had been
recognised as sacred territory by the treaties (vol. ii. p.
343) ; Plates was most intimately connected with Athens,
and stood under a democratic government; at the same
time it separated the Thebans from the territory of the
Peloponnesian confederation, which commenced on the
further side of the Cithsron, and, in short, in every respect
constituted a thorn in their side. For since the Wars of
Liberation a peculiar halo surrounded the name of the
Platmans; they kept up the most honorable family con-
nections with Sparta and Athens; and although the
national institutions founded by Aristides, particularly
the federal assemblages at Platees, had never been actually
carried out, yet the citizens of the town had dedicated
noble temples and offerings out of their share in the
spoils ; Phidias and Polygnotus had embellished for them
their sanctuary of the war-goddess of Athene (vol. ii. p.
599), the festivals of Zeus the Liberator, as well as the
annual celebration in memory of the dead heroes, pre-
served the fame of the city fresh and blooming ; and even

# Thuo. ii. 8, in expross, and probably intentional, contradiction to

Herod. vi. 98; as is correotly judged by Classen ad Thue. Cf. Kirckhof,
Abfassunges d. Herod. @eschichtwerks, p. 19.
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after the Wars of Liberation her citizens had always stood
at the side of the Athenians, wherever there was any deed
of glory to be done.

Here were reasons enough to supply the envy and
hatred of the Thebans with constant fuel. As long as the
two great states held together, it was believed that no
change of territorial relations was possible. But now a
favorable opportunity stemed to have arrived for over-
powering the hated neighbor. If the other treaties were
dissolved, why should the Platean continue to be re-
spected? The sooner the attack was carried out, the
better chance there appeared to be of its success; and
when the blow had once been dealt, the approval of Sparta
would follow as a matter of course, since nothing could
be more advantageous to the latter in her conduct of the
war than the establishment of a friendly military station
on the Attic frontier, such as she had herself already
intended to found at Tanagra (vol. ii. p. 439).

Accordingly Eurymachus placed himself

Phﬁ:’l’"" of in communication with oligarchical parti-
sans in Platese; secretly got ready his

army ; and one evening (in the beginning of April shortly
before the new moon) sent 300 heavy-armed

Apnfl);“l’ in goldiers in advance to Platss, whose gates
were traitorously opened to them; and

before the citizens, who had peaceably laid themselves
down to rest after a public festival, had any suspicion of
this shameful violation of the peace, their market-place
was occupied by the hostile troops. When the Thebans
thus believed themselves to be in possession of the city,
they wished to give a more suspicious coloring to their
bad cause; they accordingly refused to accede to the
desire of the traitors and seize upon the heads of the
democracy, and rather attempted the line of persuasion, in
the hope of immediately obtaining from the terrified citizens
a declaration to the effect that they consented to join the
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confederation of Baeotian cities under the hegemony of
Thebes. Thus, as they hoped, in view of the small num-
ber of their troops, the accession of Plates would
appear voluntarily ; and the matter might then be repre-
sented, as if the Plateans had been only waiting for an
opportunity to dissolve their unnatural connection with
Athens. Negotiations were actually commenced with the
hostile invaders. But during thé progress of these nego-
tiations it was for the first time observed, how trifling was
the force of the Thebans; and a struggle was quickly
resolved upon. The citizens broke through the walls of
their houses in order to be able to unite for a general
attack; and while the Thebans felt absolutely certain of
success, they suddenly, after standing through the whole
night in pouring rain, towards the break of day found
themselves attacked with such vehemence, that, after an
obstinate resistance, they had to seek safety in flight. It
was then that their troubles really began: for they lost
their way in the narrow and muddy lanes, which were in
addition barricaded with wagons; and they were chased
about the city in which they were shut up, since even the
gate through which they had effected their entrance, and
which was the only open one, had been in all haste bolted
by the Plateeans. The majority of the unhappy band was
glain; a few saved themselves by leaping down from the
city walls; 180 had to surrender at the pleasure of the
victors. All this had taken place before the arrival of
the Theban army, which was delayed by the rise of the
river Asopus. The Thebans now attempted to make
captives in the Plateean territory, in order to exchange them
for their fellow-citizens ; but subsequently retired, after, as
they affirmed, the restoration of the prisoners had been
promised them under a solemn oath. Meanwhile, the
Platzans hasted to bring all who remained outside the
walls into safety within, and, as soon as this had been
effected, put all the Thebans who were in their power +
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death. The messenger despatched by Pericles to warn
them most seriously against taking any unconsidered
steps arrived too late; the terrible deed had been done.
The Platmans, for their part, denied that they had given
a promise regarding the prisoners unconditionally binding
or confirmed by oath; and possibly no calm agreement
had actually been arrived at. But, in any case, the deed
was as inhuman as it was unwise; for, while the Thebans,
if kept alive, would have been an invaluable possession
for Plates and her allies, the only consequence of their
death was, that no idea of reconciliation could be ever
henceforth entertained. Treason and murder, in that
night of horrors, opened the war in Greece. Its beginning
showed every intelligent spectator what was to be expected
from its course. *

Firstoampalgn As soon as the events in Bawotia became
of tho Pelopon- known at Sparta, the messengers went forth
Bosians, )("' o to summon the Peloponnesian army and

P the rest of the confederates, two-thirds of
the whole military force,to the Isthmus. There Archi-
damus assumed the supreme command of the troops: it
was the most considerable force which had ever yet
assembled for an advance across the Isthmus. Archida-
mus remained true to his character. His intention was
not to inflame the ardor of war; rather, he was anxious
to tone down the high hopes of his troops; for even at
this season he would not hide his opinion as to the danger-
ous power of the adversary, nor deny the ill-will with
which he still shrank from actually commencing the cam-
paign. Not until Melesippus, whom he sent as the last
messenger of peace to Athens, had been refused admittance
within the gates of the city, did Archidamus commence
his slow advance through Megaris.

It was now that the first occasion arose for actually

® Seo Note IV. Appondix.
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applying the system of defence devised Preparatory
by Pericles, who at the same time him- messures of
self as commander-in-chief of the state, Perioles.

together with his official colleagues (who were merely
the instruments of his will), assumed a more vigorous
and unlimited guidance than ever of the affairs of
state : extraordinary measures had become necessary, the
energetic execution of which would have been possible to
no other man but himself. A levy was ordered upon the
allies ; a hundred vessels were made ready for sea in the
Pirzeus; the military stations in the country were fur-
nished with the requisite means of defence, and the troops
drilled, particularly the cavalry, which, together with the
Thessalians, was to be employed in the open field. The
citizen-cavalry had been increased to ten squadrons of a
hundred each, who were annually selected out of the
noblest and wealthiest families, and who formed the only
standing body of national troops belonging to the Athe-
nians,—the flower of their youth, the ornament and pride
of the city, and therefore a force to which Pericles at-
tached great importance. At the same time orders were
issued to the inhabitants of the rural districts, to seek a
secure refuge, with their wives and children. As at the
time of the Persian troubles, all the inhabitants of the
country quitted their houses and homesteads; but not on
the present occasion for the islands and the coasts beyond.
Athens herself served the purpose of a safe island-refuge
for the great majority ; and in dense swarms the peasants,
laden with their goods and chattels, during several suc-
cessive days thronged through the gates of the city into
its narrow lanes, while the flocks and herds were shipped
across the sea, chiefly to Eubeea. It was a heavy sacrifice
for the landed proprietors, used to country indepcndence,
to have to bid farewell to their carefully cultivated farms,
homesteads, fields, and vineyards—to all their prosperity
which, since the Persian wars, had but shortly before been

3*
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completely restored; they had to part, at the same time,
from their holy places and sepulchres, and from all their
happy ways of life. It was a bitter and humiliating
feeling, to have to give up all these without striking a
blow on their behalf. Within the city walls as much
space as possible was cleared; and hospitality used its
best endeavors to alleviate discomfort. But under the
pressure of these troublous days it became necessary to
make use of sacred as well as profane localities; and, in
spite of warning oracles, the so-called Pelasgicon under
the citadel was used for purposes of habitation. Well-to-
do country proprietors had to find room with their ser-
vants in the towers of the walls; between the three walls
leading to the port, and wherever else vacant space
existed, tents, huts, and bivouacs were arranged as best
they might. Archidamus, as Pericles was aware, still
continued to speculate on his fall. The last embassy had
only been sent with the intention of giving the party of
his opponents at Athcns one. more opportunity of rousing
itself to action. Some new insidious device was to be
apprehended. Archidamus might take up the notion of
sparing the lands of Pericles, with whom he was con-
nected by a.mutual bond of hospitality, in order in this
way to create suspicion against him. Accordingly Peri-
cles declared that, if his lands were spared by the enemy,
he would present them to the people. In the city itself
he took care that the strictest order should be maintained;
all assemblages of citizens were prohibited ; and, before
the enemy had shown himself, Athens was in a state of
siege. Only a single will was now to prevail; for the
enemies at home, who availed themselves of every trouble,
of every difficulty, of every violation of ancient usage,
for the purpose of damaging Pericles, were even more
dangerous than the enemy outside the walls, and the
objects of either foe were identical. Pericles had passed
through many troubles and many dangers in his stormy
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career; but the hardest task of all was now before
him.*
The delay on the part of the hostile com-

mander facilitated the preparatory measures 2:":5:'1&'?:! i:
of Pericles. This delay is explained by the 431, June.)
circumstance, that Archidamus was in the

first instance acting in concert with the Thebans. For
while the latter were devastating the territory of Platxw,
the Peloponnesians advanced along the other side of the
Citheeron and laid siege to (Enoe, the frontier fortress of
Attica, which lay at the base of the mountain range close
to the sources of the Cephissus, which flows down to
Eleusis. On this occasion the Spartans again followed a
previous tradition. As early as the time of King Cleo-
menes (vol. i. p. 418), an assault upon (Enoe had been
concerted with the Beeotians because this place lay on the
road to Thebes, and was accordingly equally well adapted
for maintaining a connection with Peloponnesus and for
commanding the Eleusinian plain. However, the mea-
sures which Pericles had taken for its defence proved
efficacious ; and the fortress successfully resisted the most
strenuous attempts of Archidamus; so that the latter
relinquished the whole undertaking, and led his troops out
of the mountains upon the plain, where meanwhile the
June sun had ripened the corn. Eleven weeks had passed
since the surprise of Platem, when the troops, eager for
booty, poured over the well-cultivated fields, Eleusis,
strongly fortified, remained unendangered. Then an
advance was made in the direction of Athens itself, but
not on the straight road through the gorge of Pythion,
but further to the north, through the broader indentation
which separates Mount Zgaleus from Mount Parnes, and

# To Hehaoyundr &pydr uavor, Thue. ii. 17. Ace. to Just. 1. 7, tho
landed property of Pericles actually remained untouched ; Thuo. (ii. 13)
morely says that Perioles protected himself against suspicion in view ¢”
this ocourring.
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leads to the upper division of the Athenian plain, of
which Acharn® was the principal place. This was the
most densely populated district of Attica, capable of
furnishing 3,000 heavy-armed soldiers, and noted for a
sturdy and vigorous breed of inhabitants, partly charcoal-
burners (who carried on their labors on Mount Parnes),
and of wine-growers. Upon these Archidamus hoped to
produce a strong effect"by his method of carrying on the
war. For at this distance it was possible to see from the
walls of Athens the camp-fires of the troops which lay
among the fields and vineyards; and even the bravest
among the inhabitants were forced to remain inactive
spectators, while their houses and farm-buildings were de-
stroyed by the flames. At the same time, the damage was
not as great as we might be inclined to suppose, judging
by the standard of modern times. Even the houses
of the city were for the most part of clay, and all the
private dwellings, modestly furnished. But peace had
given a certain stimulus to ideas of luxury and comfort ;
and in many quarters tasteful villas and pleasant country-
houses had risen up; so that Archidamus found his mea-
sures answer their purpose. The citizens murmured and
became turbulent, particularly the landed proprietors, who
in any case had to bear the heavy burdens of war, and
who now saw ruin staring them in the face. Had Pericles
permitted an assembly of the people to be held on the
Puyzx, the most ill-considered resolutions would have been
passed. Instead of this, the people might be seen collect-
ing in knots and bands in the public streets and places, to
heap abuse upon Pericles, the author of these troubles, the
cowardly traitor. Was it not, they asked, to fill to over-
flowing the measure of tyranny, that one man should
have it in his power to coop up the whole people within
the wall, and to deprive the citizens even of the right of
defending their own fields? A specimen of this abuse is
preserved in the fragment of a comedy of Hermippus:
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“Thou prince of satyrs, wilt thou then never raise thy
lance for the fight? Didst thou not erst with brave words
assert thyself as leader in war? Whither has thy courage
now fled? Thou gnashest thy teeth in fury when thou
hearest any one sharpening his knife on a stone, since
Cleon, the wild fellow, gave thee a dressing.” Cleon, the
leather manufacturer, Simmias, Lacratidas, and others,
made the most of the opportunity for achieving a leading
position as spokesmen of the discontented party. Pericles
allowed no person, with the exception of the cavalry, to
quit the city; and it was doubtless an additional reason
for annoyance, that only the members of this aristocratic
body were allowed the honor of measuring themselves
with the enemy, and of protecting by successful skirmishes
the fields in the immediate vicinity of the city. At
the same time Pericles manned a well-equipped fleet of
100 vessels with chosen troops, but himself remained at
home at his more arduous post, where none could supply
his place. Firmly and steadily he held the helm of the
state in his hand ; and stood calm in the midst of the
agitated multitude.

About the same time that the fleet sailed out of the
Pireus, Archidamus quitted the Attic territory, after his
army had, after a period of from four to five weeks, laid
waste the entire north of the country as far as Eubea;
like a swarm of locusts the Peloponnesians now departed,
after eating up all the fruits of the fields. Probably the
movement was partly owing to the spectacle of the Athe-
nian fleet, which came into view sailing towards Pelopon-
nesus, and thus reminded the troops of their unprotected
villages and families at home.*

# The Lacedmmonians invade Attion, év Sefia éxorres 1o AlydAewr Spos
Thue. ii. 19. As to the excitement against Pericles, sce b. ¢. 21. As to
Hermippus, Plut. c. 33. That the departure of the fleet had an effect
upon that of the army is in itsclf highly probable, and is expressly stated
by Diodor. xii. 42. Grote, vol. vi. p. 180, is of a different opinion.
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The remainder of the fair scason belonged
:f’:&‘i‘t]ii:n’gf::; to the Athenians. Their fleet circumnavi-
Athenians. OL gated Peloponnesus and made an attack on
51y % (% Methone (Modon), an important port, situate
at the southern point of the Messenian
peninsula (vol. i. p. 243), opposite the island group of the
Enussm. The attack was frustrated by the presence of
mind of Brasidas, who rapidly threw himself into the
threatened place. The Athenians, who had been joined
by fifty Corcyrsan vessels, sailed along the west coast of
Peloponnesus, where the wealthy landed proprietors of
Elis had to suffer for the devastation of Attica. They
then captured two Corinthian places on the coast of Acar-
nania ; and succeeded in securing the voluntary accession
of the island of Cephallenia, which, with its four towns,
joined the Attic alliance. A squadron of thirty ships had
simultaneously passed through the Eubcan channel north-
wards, with the intention of taking revenge upon the
Locrians. Two of their towns were destroyed, their coasts
plundered; and entrenchments were thrown up on the
little island of Atalante, where an Attic garrison was
established, to keep a watchful eye on the Locrians.
Finally, it was resolved to expel the Aginetans in a body
from their island ; since they, above all, had contributed
by secret accusations to excite the Peloponnesians against
Athens. Moreover, Pericles stood in need of more land
to distribute among the citizens, as & means of quieting
them ; and, lastly, strategical considerations induced him
to deem it indispensable to possess himself of the island,
whose situation, halfway between Peloponnesus and Athens,
might become either highly advantageous or equally dan-
gerous to the latter. Accordingly the lands were without
delay distributed among Attic citizens, and the native
Zginetans transported with their families to the Pelopon-
nesian coasts.
Next to the Aiginetans, the Megareans, as the accusers
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of Athens, were most odious to her. To chastise the
Megareans, Pericles himself set out at the head of an
expedition composed of 10,000 heavy-armed citizens,
3,000 resident aliens similarly armed, and a large body
of light-armed troops. He welcomed the occasion of lead-
ing into the field the Attic land army in full force, and at
the same time of showing the world how ill those fared
who trusted in the protection of Sparta. The Peloponne-
sian contingents had long returned into their towns and
villages; and even the Corinthians remained listless
lookers-on, while the land on their borders was being
devastated, root and branch, to such an extent that all
garden-plantations were destroyed up to the very walls
of the city. A new popular decree was even at this
time pased with reference to the Megareans, on the
motion of Charinus (for Pericles himself preferred to take
no part in measures of a decidedly invidious character),
in which an irreconcilable feud was declared for ever
against Megara. The penalty of death was pronounced
against any Megarean found on Attic soil; and the obliga-
tion imposed upon the Attic generals in their oath of
office, to invade Megaris twice in every year. By means
of these measures it was intended at the same time to
avenge the death of the herald Anthemocritus, who had
been sent with a message of state to the Megareans, and
put to death by them. Finally, the decree probably had
at the same time a strategical object: viz. that of placing
obstacles in the way of the future campaigns of the
Peloponnesians, by means of a thorough devastation of the
frontier territory.

For a similar purpose yet other measures ., . - ..
were taken. Careful watch was established ance with Sital-
over the whole country, and extended as ;‘f’('n_%"i’;ﬁm'
far as Salamis, whence every movement
on the coast of Megaris was to be observed, and communi-
cated by signals to the Pirmeus. It was resolved not to
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put aside the old triremes, as had hitherto been the custom,
but to reconstruct them as transports, thus making possible
more effective incursions upon hostile territory ; and it was
decreed, that, for the defence of the country, the hundred
best triremes, with their appointed trierarchs, should
always remain in readiness for protecting Athens and
Attica in case of an attack by sea; and, for the same pur-
pose, 1,000 talents were set apart as a reserve fund ; while
the penalty of death was imposed upon any attempt to
persuade the people to touch this portion of the treasury
for any but this particular object. By this means Pericles
hoped to induce the republic, a8 it were, to impose &
restraint upon herself against any reckless proceeding,
even beyond the period of his own power and life.
Finally, diplomatic action was not left untried ; the more
distant towns of the allies, which stood in friendly rela-
tions with foreign kingdoms, being employed for the pur-
pose. Abdera, on the south side of “Thrace, proved par-
ticularly useful, where dwelt a rich citizen of the name of
Nymphodorus, who had married his sister to Sitalces, the
king of the Odryse. This Thracian sovereign had
advanced the frontiers of his kingdom into the vicinity
of the sea coast; and was anxious to raise his power and
influence by means of Hellenic connections. For the
Athenians, on the other hand, it was doubly important, to
strengthen in any way their position in these regions;
since Potidea continued to resist their besieging forces,
and the towns of Chalcidice remained in a state of revolt.
Nymphodorus was named Prozenos of Athens, and he
actually succeeded in inducing the powerful Thracian
king to become her ally; while his mediation, at the same
time, brought about a reconcjliation with Perdiccas, to
whom Therma, (afterwards Thessalonica) was restored;
and thus Athens at once regained freedom of action in
the regions containing her most important colonies, and
might hope for a speedy termination of the most dan-
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gerous of all the conflicts which had hitherto b:

roken
out.* /
Towards the end of the first year of the

war, feelings of depression could not but Speech of Peri-
befal the Peloponnesians, On them rested of fe oouril
the responsibility of the outbreak of the L n er.
accursed civil war, the traces of which had (s.c.431.)
already deeply impressed themselves upon
the soil of the common country; their intentions as to the
overthrow of Pericles had resulted in failure, and their
whole conduct of the war had proved inefficient. The
unapproachable position of their adversaries’ city, her
command of the sea, and the energy of her policy, had
been again made manifest. The accession of Cephellenia
to the Atticalliance had more fully exposed to the attacks
of the latter the coasts of Peloponnesus; the Corinthians
had to renounce all their hopes in Thrace; and, although
their ships had, after the departure of the Athenians,
obtained certain advantages on the coasts of Acarnania,
yet in the main their expectations had been bitterly dis-
appointed. Pericles, on the other hand, after all the per-
sonal attacks to which he had been subjected, was now
compensated by being, as the proved statesman, entrusted
with the honorable duty of pronouncing, in the name of
the state, the funeral oration on the occasion of the solemn
burial of the citizens who had fallen in the first year of
the war. These were only a few in number. Hence Peri-
cles was the more easily able to depart from the common
course of such orations, to pass from the dead, whom the
state already honored by the funeral itself and by the care
it took of their relic‘s to the community of the living,
and to depict the state itself, on whose behalf the citizens
had joyously courted death. Nor in truth, could any
# Methone, &o., Thue. ii. 25.— Zgina, 13. 27. Megara. 1b. 31. Charinus,

Plut. (Reip. ger. praec. 0. 15) &ia xapirov 1 xara Meyapéuy éixipuoe yripioua)
Bitaloes, Thuo. ii. 29.



66 History of Greece. [Boox IV,

spectacle exceed in grandeur that which we may picture
to ourselves, of the Attic citizens assembled in full num-
bers by the tombs of the Ceramicus, and of Pericles in
their midst addressing them from a lofty scaffolding. As
yet the unspeakable troubles of the war were fresh in their
memories—around them lay the desolated fields and farms
in ashes; a similar calamity must be expected to return in
the course of a few months; and during this time of heavy
losses for-all they had to renounce not only all those
things which add a charm to life, but even the enjoyment
of their dearest rights and liberties. And yet they listen
with enthusiasm to the speech of Pericles, as he places
before their eyes the glories of their city, hailing her an
example in the eyes of all the Hellenes. With lofty sim-
plicity he extols her constitution, popular in the fullest
sense, by having for its object the welfare of the entire
people, and offering equal rights to all the citizens; but at
the same time, and in virtue of this its character, adapted
for raising the best among them to the first positions in
the state. He lauds the high spiritual advantages offered
by the city, the liberal love of virtue and wisdom on the
part of her sons, their universal sympathy in the common-
weal, their generous hospitality, their temperance and
vigor, which peace and the love of the Beautiful had not
weakened, so that the city of the Athenians must, in any
event, be an object of well-deserved admiration both for
the present and for future ages.

Such were the points of view from which Pericles dis-
played to the citizens the character of their state, and
described to them the people of Athens, as it ought to be.
He showed them their better selves, in order to invigorate
them and raise them above themselves, in order to arouse
them to self-denial, to endurance, and calm resolution.
Full of a new vital ardor, they returned home from the
graves, and with perfect confidence confronted the destinies
awaiting them in the future. And when Archidamus for




Coap. L] The War to the Death of Pericles. 87

a second time invaded Attica, they had .
already better reconciled themselves to the ff?&?c:'“'oof_
inevitable necessity. The fields which had ;’5’5“&&;}(3‘“
been devastated a year before had been left =
untilled ; and thus the Spartans were forced to march
rapidly through the most fertile lands, in order to find the
requisite forage in the eastern tracts of the country as far
down as Cape Sunium. The public confidence in the
system of Pericles rose higher and higher, and men learnt
to disregard what no more than a year ago they had
deemed intolerable.

Of a sudden a new calamity supervened, trouble beyond
all human calculation.

For some time reports had been received of noxious
diseases, which raged in Egypt and the Asiatic satrapies,
and had advanced as far as Lemnos. In the West also,
in Sicily and Italy, the mortality was terrible about the
same time; theygause being, as was afterwards thought to
admit of demonstration, a succession of wet winters,
during which great quantities of water had collected on,
and under, the surface of the earth. Thus, it was held,
the air was tainted and the fruits of the field were ruined.
Moreover, the annual north winds (the so-called Etesian
winds), which purify the atmosphere, were said to have
failed to make their appearance. Thus at the time when
the war broke out, which broke up the social order of the
Greek world, the order of nature was said to have been
equally disturbed ; for it was believed that never had so
many terrific natural phenomena occurred as since the

beginning of the war.*

# Thuc. 1 23. As to the causes of the epidemio, Diod. xii. 58 (Grote
vi. 207). As to similar pestilences in Italy, Niebuhr, Rom. Hist. (Engl.
Transl. ii. 278); id. Lectures on Ancient Hist. (Engl. Transl. ii, 53).
The causcs of the epidemio given in Diod. xii. 58 refer, not to Attica, but
to tho countries where tho disease first doveloped itself.
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Attica, at other times distinguished above all other dis-
tricts for salubrity and freshness of air, now for the first
time underwent an experience of the dangers to which a
busy sea-port was exposed. For scarcely had navigation
been opened, when the first cases of death began to excite
public fears. These cases occurred in many other places
in Greece; but there they remained exceptional and dis-
appeared again. In Attica, on the contrary, the discase
found an arena in readiness, over which it spread with
unexampled fury. The whole population had very recent-
ly taken refuge within the walls. A multitude of human
beings was closely packed together, who had been torn out
of all their habits of life, who lived in care, excitement,
and troubles of all kinds, sleeping in the open air, and
unable to take proper care as to exercise, good food and
cleanliness. In the Pirmeus which was particularly dense-
ly packed, the waterworks were as yet unfinished ; there
was no other water but that in the cisterns; and now the
heat of the sun added its effects. The aeensequence was,
that soon, in the lower town, the epidemic became com-
pletely dominant; all other forms of disease disappeared ;
all classes, without any distinction of age or sex, fell a
prey to the disease, the symptoms of which were every-
where the same. It was a typhoid fever, exactly resem-
bling the fevers which made their appearance in camps
and towns in consequence of the deprivations and suf-
ferings attendant upon times of war. The pains began
suddenly with a feeling of heat in the head, and inflam-
mation of the eyes. Next, the inner organs were seized ;
the tongue and hollow of the mouth swelled; a painful
cough ensued, accompanied by vomitings of bile and by a
protracted and extremely painful retching. On the skin
appeared an eruption of pustule and tumors. To the
external touch the body appeared to retain its ordinary
temperature; but within raged so burning a heat, that the
sufferers cast off every article of clothing, while some
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even madly threw themselves into the wells. This internal
heat destroyed most of the sufferers after seven or nine
days, without any external falling away of the body
having taken place. Others survived the first attack, and
then perished in consequence of diarrhea and total loss
of strength. Yet others, while saving their lives, failed
to regain a sound and healthy state of mind, or survived
indeed, but with the loss of one or the other of their
limbs.

Science was not idle. Hippocrates* himself (vol. ii. p.
660) inquired into the disease, and, at all events at a
subsequent stage of the epidemic, gave the Athenians the
benefit of his experiences, particularly by his attermpts to
purify the atmosphere by fire (an idea said to have sug-
gested itself to him from observing that the smiths were
most rarely seized by the disease). But at first all
remedies obtained from priests and physicians proved
utterly ineffectual. In dull despair, the people allowed
the evil to take its course. Such was the violence of the
contagion, that the sick were deserted by their friends and
relatives, and that even the usage of burial, generally
held so sacred among the Greeks, fell into disuse; the
dying and the dead lay in masses round the wells, where
they had sought for a last relief; holy places were for the
first time polluted by corpses. While other kinds
of trouble were wont to unite the people, this calamity
dissolved the bonds of domestic affections as well as of
public duties. Men became callous as to law and order,
deaf to the claims of honor and duty, and full of wrath
against both gods and men. According to the diversity
of their moral constitution, some gave themselves up to a
deep gloom, and believed themselves the victims of the
vengeance of implacable powers; while the others with

# For Hippoorates, see Philologus iv. 24. For Sophocles and Asclepias,
Soph. ed. Bergk, p. xx. The possibility of perfoot restoration to health
is evidenced by the case of Thuoydides.
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unrestrained impiety gave the rein to every evil impulse,
and in the measureless search of pleasure endeavored to
deaden or forget their woes.

The situation of the Athenians was in
pl:;ﬂ::“ of the ¢ith a terrible one. While at other times,

whenever a disease prevailed, it was cus-
tomary to avoid it by a change of air and an escape into
the mountains ; now, though the heat was increasing, all
the inhabitants were caged within the walls; the Pelo-
ponnesians marched about the country, in order to destroy
the last remains of rural property ; while within raged a
yet worse enemy, to whom men succumbed like defence-
less victims in the shambles. Trade was entirely at a
standstill ; the prices of necessaries rose; and the suffer-
ings of the poor were redoubled, while the wealthy found
no aid in their wealth.

Party fury deemed no means vile enough
nl:::’;‘] ;’;m‘li:; to prevent their employment for the over-
against Epidau- throw of a hated opponent ; and thus even
rus, Argolis, & this new calamity was used as a weapon
(B. C. 430.) against Pericles. The Spartan party traded

on the superstition of the multitude, and
declared the hand of Apollo to be visible in the pesti-
lence,—of Apollo, who had not in vain through his oracle
proclaimed himself the ally of Sparta; he was now aiding
the good cause, and accordingly the whole Peloponnesus
had remained untouched by the disease. After all, they
said, the ancient guilt of the Alemaonids, which rested on
the first man in the state, was not a matter to be treated
lightly. And cven where such views found no admit-
tance, it was yet murmured that the pestilence was the
consequence of the war, and the war the fault of Pericles.
Thus, it was averred, the same man who had deprived the
citizens of all their liberties, who held lofty orations in
praise of that democracy which he only used for an un-
constitutional despotism of his own, was also the author
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of the present calamity, and was probably well content to
see the community dwindle under the trials of pestilence
and war, so that he was enabled more completely to ac-
complish his ambitious designs. The opponents of Peri-

~ cles availed themselves of the opportunity of his depar-

ture as general with a fleet of 150 triremes to Epidaurus.
The latter city successfully withstood the attack, but the
entire coast of Argolis, as far as it was in alliance with
Sparta, the rich districts of Troezene and Hermione, were
laid waste, and Prasie captured, in order to serve the
Athenians as a fortified position on the Laconian frontier.
When the fleet returned home, the Peloponnesians had
already taken their departure, after a stay in the country
of forty days. Their own fears had in the end driven
them away, when they heard of the constant rise in the
rate of mortality, and saw the dense smoke from the
funeral pyres hanging over the ill-fated city. The com-
mand of the fleet was assumed by the two colleagues of
Pericles in the generalship, Hagnon and Cleopompus; as
for himself, he remained in the city, where now the most
arduous task awaited him.

He found the situation of affairs utterly
changed; the intrigues of his adversaries hpf.::clf:"u;?rg::
had been only too successful; his irresisti- tho assembly.
ble influence over the people was gone.
Becret jealousy had changed into open contradiction; nay,
in defiance of his orders, assemblies of the citizens had
been held, and the party of his opponents, who now advo-
cated peace at any price, had carried a motion for the
despatch of envoys of Sparta to open negotiations. At
Sparta this opportunity was allowed to pass by ; probably
the fall of Pericles and the ruin of Athens were regarded
as accomplished facts, and the demands made upon the
latter were allowed to exceed all measure; in short, the
negotiations were protracted, and the public feeling of bit-
terness now turned against Pericles in the form of open



72 History of Greece. [Boox IV.

attacks. He was obliged to summon an assembly, in
order to defend himself and his statesmanship. This he
did: but instead of fawning upon the people, or display-
ing any readiness for concession, he confronted them with
a pride and firmness, a severity and self-consciousness,
even surpassing those of his previous bearing. On no
other occasion had he proved to his fellow-citizens his
superiority and his personal mission as their leader, with
8o perfect a simplicity and dignity, and with so perfect a
freedom from all false modesty, as in the hour of extremest
danger ; they were to feel that they were vilifying and
misjudging him, because they were no longer worthy of
him. “ With what have ye to reproach me?’ he asked
them. “I have remained the same; it is you who vacil-
late : not the courageous man is blameable, but the timid
and short-sighted. If it was an error to have resolved
upon war, you are equally at fault with myself; but it
was your dity to act thus, and not otherwise. It is folly
and blindness thoughtlessly to break a happy peace; but
to make a voluntary sacrifice of such a dominion as yours
is not only disgraceful, but even impossible, without ex-
posing yourselves to extreme dangers. Why are ye
afraid? The sea is yours, and all its coasts and harbors ;
it is in your own power, if you wish, to extend your rule
yet further; for no king, and no nation of the earth,
dares to meet your triremes. And you are troubled about
your little few fields and farm-buildings! True, a new and
unexpected calamity has supervened upon that of war,
for which we had to be prepared, and has put your firm-
ness to a severe test. Your grief I honor; but your want
of spirit is not justifiable ; nor ought you to allow any
calamity to bend you so low as to make you sacrifice
shamefully what your fathers honorably acquired ; rather
is it your present duty to bear your domestic misery in
mindfulness of the flourishing state of the commonwealth;
for if you allow the latter to fall away, a state of happi-
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ness is assuredly inconceivable for each one of you, even
as a private person.”

Once more Pericles, by his power of
speech, succeeded in raising to his own Frogecution and
level the community which had become es- Pericles. Ol
tranged to him. They resolved to break 'ﬁx:‘(',“c ij-,of)d
off all negotiations, and courageously to
carry on the war according to his plan; probably it was
also about this time that he was again nominated com-
mander-in-chief for the coming year. Meanwhile, his
enemies continued active, and used their utmost endeavors
to prevent the excitement which they had called forth in
the public mind from passing away without any results,
The slight success of the naval expeditions operated in
their favor: from Potidea the fleet which Pericles had
resigned to his colleagues returned to Athens in a melan-
choly plight; instead of at last taking the city, it had
merely spread the contagion among the troops engaged in
the siege; of 4,000 soldiers, in a few weeks nearly 1,000
had perished. Accordingly, when Pericles at the expira-
tion of his year of office had to give a public account of
his administration (an obligation which in his case was
generally a mere formality), his adversaries, amongst
whom Cleon, Simmias, and Lacratidas are mentioned, in-
stituted & new suit against him. He was accused of
criminal neglect in the administration of public moneys;
the College of the Thirty found the documents of his ac-
counts not in perfect order; and accordingly under their
presidency a jury was summoned, by which Pericles was
found guilty. In consequence of this verdict, his nomina-
tion as general was cancelled ; other generals were named;
and for the first time after many years Pericles was again
a simple citizen, deprived of all authority, and even a
debtor of the state; for he had been sentenced to a heavy
fine. He retired entirely to private life. But here ne~
sufferings awaited him ; for though full of years and r

4
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the close of a life unwearyingly devoted to the public good,
he was not to be permitted to find consolation and com-
pensation for the fickleness of the multitude in his
family, or in the closest intimacy of faithful companions
The pestilence made fearful havoc in this circle. His
eldest son died, without having been reconciled to his fa-
ther; his sister, with whom he was on affectionate terms,
was torn away ; and, besides these, a number of men died
who were the instruments of his statesmanship and the
confidential participators in his administration. A melan-
choly feeling of solitude came over the sorely-tried old man ;
but he remained unshaken and vigorous, and his temper
calm and equable ; nor could his enemies prove one hour
of weakness against him. But of a sudden the pestilence
seized upon his younger son, whom he had called Paralus
—a Heroic appellative alluding to Athens’ sway of the
sea; and as the father bound the son’s temples with the
funeral wreath, the paternal heart broke; and for the first
time the Athenians saw their great fellow- citizen overcome
by the weight of grief, and breaking out into loud wailings
over the evil fortunes of his house.

Meanwhile the new generals endeavored
dlecricles ™ to guide the helm of the state, but without
gus. Ol Ixxxvii. success; impotent and irresolute, they
2'9_)(13 » € 430 grifted without design or plan. On every

occasion when they appeared before the
people, the latter became more fully conscious of the dif-
ference between these men and Pericles, whose vigorous
will it had accustomed itself to obey ; and thus it came to
pass that the murmurs against Pericles were changed into
a longing after him. The people felt, as it were, forlorn
and orphaned ; and the first consolation which his friends
brought to him after his sufferings was the news of a reac-
tion in the sentiments of the citizens, of their repentance
and longing after him. For a time he remained in shy re-
forment till the voice of the citizens rose to a higher and

Al



Crar. L] The War to the Death of Pericles. 75

higher pitch. The vessel of the state was swaying hither
and thither without safe guidance; and at las. the aged
statesman was once more prevailed upon to take the helm.
His honor was most thoroughly satisfied by a public
declaration ; and the office of general-in-chief was again
entrusted to him, coupled with an extensive authority.
He reappeared before the people with solemn and gentle
mien, free from anger or petty exultation, or ignoble
desires of revenge; instead of which, he displayed an
anxiety generously to pardon the instability of the multi-
tude. As a guarantee of the restoration of mutual con-
fidence, he demanded the adoption of a resolution whereby
his own law, according to which only the offspring of a
legitimate wedlock between citizens should be accounted
as the sons of citizens (vol. ii. p. 540,) was abolished. It
was well known that in this matter his thoughts were in
the first instance of his own house, and that he desired
the legitimizagion of a son of his own by Aspasia; for the
heaviest calamity which could befal a Hellene was to see
his house die out. Meanwhile, it may probably be
assumed, that, after the devastations of the pestilence,
Pericles thought a change and relaxation of the law in
question advisable on public grounds.*
He had the advantage of an unexpected

event, which had added new fuel to the gr“;;fxz‘:tiiidﬂg-
popular hatred of Sparta. Towards the (p.c. 430-29.)
end of the summer, a Peloponnesian em-

bassy was sent to Persia, in order, through the mediation
of Pharnaces, the satrap in Asia Minor, to induce the
Great King to offer effective support to the Peloponnesian
cause. At the head of this embassy stood Aristeus (p.
16), to whose exertions, undertaken with the primary
ohject of saving Potidea, its despatch was doubtless princi-
pally due; for the Corinthians themselves were g0 closely

# See Note V. Appendix.
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blockaded by Phormio, that their ships could pass neither
in nor out. Aristeus was officially accompanied by three
Spartans and one Tegeate. On the road it was their
intention to induce Sitalces, the most powerful barbarian
prince next to the Great King, to secede from the Athe-
nian alliance ; instead of which the Athenians, through
Badocus, the son of Sitalces, and an honorary citizen of
Athens, contrived to procure the capture of the embassy
when it was about to cross the Hellespont. The prisoners
were delivered into the hands of the Athenians, and
brought to Athens. They were received with an uncon-
trollable outburst of rage by the citizens ; and in particu-
lar the hatred of Aristeus—the most dangerous of all
Peloponnesians and the author of the revolt of Potidma
—caused them to be hurried to execution untried, on the
very day of their arrival. The Lacedemonians recognized
in this terrible event the curse of Talthybius, who was
still angry with them because they had once put to death
the envoys of King Darius. Xerxes had disdained to
take vengeance for it upon the two heralds which had
been delivered up to him; they had returned uninjured,
and now upon their sons, Nicolaus and Aneristus, the
Nemesis was fulfilled. Although this measure might find
an excuse in the national treason involved in the purpose
of the embassy, and still more in a series of similar acts
of violence on the part of Sparta, it is scarcely credible
that it could have been carried out after the restoration
of the authority of Pericles. But henceforth it seemed as
if all hopes of peace were for ever at an end; and the
adherents of Pericles were proportionately successful when
they urged the most energetic prosecution of the war. In
the following winter, Potidea had at last to capitulate.
The courage of her brave citizens had been broken by the
extremity of famine, after they had held out for more
than two years: even the besiegers, in this inclement’
season of the year, found themselves in so intolerable a
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plight, that, in order to make an end of the matter, they,
to the great annoyance of the Athenians, allowed the
citizens to depart unhurt. The city was peopled afresh
with Attic settlers. A great advantage had been obtained,
but at a heavy price. The allies had been made aware
of the possibility of a successful resistance; and it was
out of the question that even the Attic finances could sup-
port many sieges of the kind.*

In the spring of the third year of the war, .
the Peloponnesians evinced no anxiety to o?}‘ﬁ:‘,ﬁ?’éﬁf
pay another visit to Attica, devastated as it 1:‘4;;‘; 3-4.(m.
was by war and pestilence; instead o
which they appeared under Archidamus before Platem ;
while at the same time an Adttic fleet sailed to Thrace,
where the tribes above Potidsa continued in a state of re-
volt, and where Olynthus in particular had remained a
dangerous fortified position. In the neighborhood of
Olynthus lay Spartolus, before the walls of which a battle
was fought, in which the Athenians met with considerable
losses. .

A third theatre of war was Acarnania,
a country regarded by either party as a Navrﬁt;:nn;;‘it
favorable and important arena on which to the galf of Co-

. . oe rinth,

carry out its policy ; & land of great fertility,
and abounding in strongholds, but devoid of any advanced
municipal life, and of any firm cohesion and obedience to
one common headship. Acarnania was composed of a
group of independent communities, divided in their sym-
pathies between Sparta and Athens, although the senti-
ments of the majority were Attic. The impulse to war in
this instance proceeded from Ambracia, the most enter-
prising of all the daughter-cities of Corinth. Ambracia
saw in the political situation a favorable opportunity for

& Curse of Talthybius: Herod. vil. 134. Thue. ii. 67—Fall of Potidses,
5., 70. The garrison departed uninjured (after nvds xal &AAjAwy éyeyivero,)
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subjecting to herself the territory of her neighbors, the
Acarnanians. For this purpose the Ambraciotes combined
with the tribes of Epirus, and marched with a powerful
force down the valley of the Achelous against Stratus, the
capital of the Acarnanians; while, according to a precon-
certed plan, the Peloponnesians supported the undertaking
by land and sea; for it was hoped not only to tear Acar-
nania out of the Athenian alliance, but also to capture the
islands of Cephallenia and Zacynthus, and even Naupac-
tus, and thus once more to free the gulf of Corinth. For
this purpose, one thousand heavy-armed troops from Sparta,
under the admiral Cnemus, had united with the Ambra-
ciotes for an assault upon Stratus. But this assault resulted
in a failure, on account of the want of efficient guidance,
and because of the senseless lust of booty on the part of
the northern allies; although Phormio found himself un-
able to come to the rescue of the city, for a Corintho-Sicy-
onian fleet of thirty-seven ships was approaching, and
endeavored to cross the gulf unobserved. Not only was
this endeavor frustrated by the sagacity and vigilance of
Phormio, but he even made an unexpected attack upon the
enemy’s fleet in the open sea, and displayed so great a su-
periority of naval tactics, that, without any loss on his
own side, he involved the hostile ships, whose number
doubled those of his own, in confusion, captured twelve
triremes, and carried off a large number of captives. It
was the most brilliant victory which the Athenians had
achieved in the course of the war.

But Phormio was to gain no lasting result from his vie-
tory; for the Lacedemonians, indignant at the double
frustration of their plans, speedily assembled a new fleet
of seventy-seven ships ; while on the other hand the twenty
additional triremes urgently demanded by Phormio failed
to reach him, because the Athenians were deluded by vain
anticipations into sending them in the first instance to
Crete, for the purpose of capturing Cydonia (vol. ii. p. 227).
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This undertaking resulted in utter failure; in addition to
which the north winds beset the squadron, and thus caused
the waste of precious time. For, meanwhile, Phormio was
in a situation of extreme difficulty, the hostile fleet not
only nearly quadrupling his own in numbers, but on this
occasion being also commanded by sagacious leaders. For
Cnemus was accompanied by Brasidas (p. 62), who con-
trived very skilfully to use his numerical superiority. In
order to avoid a conflict on the open sea, he, by means of
a pretended attack upon Naupactus, placed the Attic tri-
remes in a position close by the shore, where, deprived as
they were of freedom of movement, they were suddenly
surprised and nine of them cut off, while the remaining
eleven effected their escape to Naupactus. However, the
nine triremes were in part saved by the marvellous courage
of the Messenians, who followed the Athenians by land,
and notwithstanding the weight of their armor stepped
into the water, climbed up the ships, and defended them,
The vessels which had made good their escape directed a
new and resolute attack from the harbor upon their pur-
suers, and were so successful, that they not only completely
put to flight the pursuing division of the hostile fleet, but
also recaptured their own ships, took many of the enemy’s,
and forced the whole Peloponnesian fleet to retire into their
harbor of Panormus. Soon afterwards, the squadron
which had been delayed at Crete also made its appear-
ance; and the summer season being now nearly at an end,
all the undertakings of the Peloponnesians both by land
and by sea had been utterly frustrated, the victorious power
of the Attic ships had admirably asserted itself, and, not-
withstanding all the exertions of the enemy, the Corinthian
gulf was, more securely than ever before, under the do-
minion of the Athenians.*

{ In all these conflicts in the eastern and western waters

# Cydonia: Thuo, ii. 88.—Confliots in the bay : ¢5. 80 f.
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Pericles had taken no personal part, nor was he even at
home, in Athens, what he once had been. The unwise ex-
pedition against Cydonia proves that things might be done
in distinct contravention of his public policy. But a Pe-
riclean guidance of public affairs needed perfect health of
body and mind; and his vigor was broken and his vital
power affected. The disease continued to rage in Athens;
and after his house and the circle of his friends had wasted
away under its attacks, it seized upon himself. Not sud-
denly did it prostrate him, but like a secret poison it
slowly consumed the sap of his life, and at last prostrated
him on a bed of sickness. Even the lofty power of his
will had been broken; and, as if to show his friends to
what an end the great Pericles had come, he pointed out to
them the amulet which superstitious women had hung
round his neck as a protecting charm. There he lay, sur-
rounded by the best among his fellow-citizens, who, with
glances bespeaking their inconsolable grief, asked of one
another what was to become of Athens, when she had lost
Pericles. 'When they, believing him to have already lost
his consciousness, spoke of his glorious deeds and works,
thus as it were paying a tribute to his memory, he raised
himself once more on his bed, and demanded why they
had passed over what was best of all: that no Athenian
had on his account been forced to wear the garb of mourn-
ing. Thus it was not his lofty intellect, not his command-
ing eloquence, not his success as a general, which he prized
most highly among his qualities, but his moderation, his
self-command, and calm prudence; and he was able to say
of himself with truth, that even the most venomous attacks
against his person had never tempted him in a moment of
anger to wreak his vengeance on his enemies.

Death of Perl. The war had lasted for two years and six
cles. OL Ixxxvii. months, when Pericles died. He was buried
:ugnc) 429, Au- jn the outer Ceramicus, to the right of the

main road leading to the ports, in the vicin-
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ity of the vast resting-place of the Athenians who had
fallen in the service of their country. His personal aspect
was preserved to posterity in excellent representations; the
best being by the hand of Cresilas, who proved himself a
true artist by representing a great man in accordance with
actual life, and yet conveying his spiritual individuality
more clearly than his bodily features would have them-
selves been able to express it. The depth of moral pur-
pose, the indomitable courage of the statesman and com-
mander, and the royal calm of the sage, are unmistakably
brought before us even in the copy which has come down
to us; while on the delicately-formed lips a trace seems to
linger of the beauties of the eloquence which once flowed
from them.*

/ Of Pericles it cannot be asserted, that he

established entirely new points of view for  Beriew of the
the administration of the Attic state; for he of Pericles.
was not, like other statesmen of genius, an

innovator desirous of marking out new tracks for the pro-
gress of the nation; instead of which he in all essential
points based his policy on the previous history of the city,
while all his endeavors were directed towards preserving
Athens great on the foundations which he found already
in existence, towards establishing her upon them, and to-
wards placing her before the world in the most dignified
aspect. In adding his efforts to free the civic community
more and more from the influence of privileged classes,
and to advance the participation of all the citizens of the
state in public affairs, Pericles only followed in the track
of Solon and Clisthenes, to whom the republic owed her
distinctive constitution. Again, the view from which he
proceeded, that on the sea would be decided the question
as to which was to be the ruling state in Greece, and his

# As to Cresilas, see Bergk, Z. f. Alt. 1845, p. 962; and Brunn ubi supr.
L 203, Arch. Zeg. 1860, p. 40. Conze, 1868, p. 1 f.
4%
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demand upon the Athenians to sacrifice their territory and
defend their city as if it had been an island, merely repro-
duced the ideas of Themistocles, whose penetration had
first discovered the real foundations of Attic dominion. At
the same time, Pericles differed vastly from Themistocles
in the choice of means and in the many-sidedness of his
statesmanship. For in his moral conception of his calling
he was the most faithful successor of Aristides; and the
great historian of his times, who is at the same time the
sternest and the most truthful judge of morality, has found
himself able to acquit Pericles of every reproach of selfish-
ness. In the next place, he sought the real greatness of
Athens not in her walls and docks, but in the eminent in-
tellectual culture of his fellow-citizens. Therefore, in
making Athens the home of all the higher tendencies of a
generous culture, and securing an undisputed pre-eminence
in this field to his native city, he recurred to the ideas of
Solon, which the Pisistratidee had subsequently pursued
with so praiseworthy a zeal. Nor was he loth to adopt
from other states what deserved imitation; as, e. g., in the
foundation of cities beyond the sea, he took for his model
the political intelligence of Corinth. In short, the great-
ness of Pericles essentially consists in his uniting in him-
self all the great and productive ideas of earlier times—
ideas refined and regulated by him, and made to form one
grand system ; and the greatness of Athens, for which he
worked to the last, without allowing either good or evil
fortune fo divert him from the pursuit, was no greatness
imagined by him, no ideal formed out of philosophic
theories, but the goal demanded by the past, a goal which
Athens must reach, or prove untrue to herself and her mis-
sion in history. None will care to assert, that he pursued
his task in life wholly without thoughts of self; but no low
craving, no love of money, or of personal ease, polluted
his public life; and in the midst of a community distracted
by parties he never allowed himself to be tempted to an
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abuse of power. And if he sought for dominion, that do-
minjon was in the highest degree both blameless and his
due ; for whoever in mental power and judgment stands as
superior to his fellow-citizens as Pericles stood is in truth
not only justified in employing his royal gifts for the
guidance of his fellow-citizens, but it is his duty thus to
employ them. It was his duty to rule, as long as he could
rule without violating the constitution; and his sway was
not based on the humiliation of the citizens before him,
but on their rising to his level, and being by him continu-
ally guided in the pursuit of the highest objects of life.
He might hope that, in proportion as his proved itsclf the
true policy in the time of the greatest dangers, the Athe-
nians would the more willingly give themselvesup to him;
for they could not but recognize the necessity of an undi-
vided guidance of public affairs by one hand. Athens had
become the centre of an empire. The government of a
dominion like this could not without the greatest disad-
vantages and dangers be left to an assembly of citizens,
unable in their collective capacity to form a correct judg-
ment of the mass of political complications. After, then,
the most difficult task had becn accomplished, viz., the
union of a large body of Hellenic population in one col-
lective state, in which even the old distinctions of tribes
became cqualized, these results could only be secured to
the Athenians by extraordinary means, <. e, by the guid-
ance of city and state under one vigorous will, supported
by the confidence of the civic community. But, it is asked,
how could a rule of this kind be permanently maintained ?
how could it be assumed by another afier the death of Pe-
ricles? Assuredly the latter had taken thought of this
emergency for many years before his end; and among the
intimate friends who surrounded him until he was left de-
solate by the pestilence, there were, doubtless, men who
appeared to him adapted to carry on his work. But even
if he could in no way calculate upon the permanency of
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the greatness of Athens, was this to prevent him from ex-
pending the fulness of his powers'upon the realization of
the end which he proposed to himself? Rather, it was im-
peratively necessary with determined energy to employ the
present, which would nevermore return under the same
conditions. He was aware that the true greatness of an
epoch is not dependent on the time of its endurance; he
knew that the realization of the loftiest ideal of a Helle-
nic community in Athens would be a possession for ever to
his city and people. His endcavor was an effort of lofty
daring, but it was at the same time supported by the deep-
est reflection; and accordingly, notwithstanding the sad-
ness of his own end, the work of his life was crowned with
immortal success. This success, indeed, did not at once
become evident; for never, probably, was a great statesman
more unjustly judged, and even&Ne best of his people
more seriously misunderstood than\was Pericles. The
voices of his contemporaries show h\(xw reluctantly his
greatness was acknowledged, and how man sought to with-
draw themselves from the burdensome feeling of unqualified
admiration, by means of malicious criticisms and calum-
nies. In the excited times which preceded the war, an im-
partial estimate of his services was impossible. All parties
were against him, and detraction of his character was
the one thing in which aristocrats and democrats agreed.
‘While, however, in other cases, after the death of eminent
men, a true estimate is usually formed, this was not the
case in regard to Pericles. For times of misfortune came
on, for which he was held responsible; abuses and evils
appeared in public life which were regarded as conse-
quences of his policy ; there followed leaders of the citizens
with whom he was classed without seeing the chasm which
lay between him and the later demagogues. In this he
has been misunderstood by historians and philosophers,
even by Plato and Aristotle.

So much the more thankful are we to the one man who
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makes it possible for us, in spite of all distortions, to dis-
cern again the original features of the picture; so much
the more delightful is the task of following with admira-
tion, from the hand of Thucydides, all the traces which
that mighty spirit impressed upon the history of his people.*

® As to the judgments passed on Pericles by his contemporaries, and
by men of subsequent generations, of. Bauppe, Quellen Plut. im Leben d.
Perikl. p. 6.,Cf. Ruhl, Quellen d.plut. Perikl. in Jahrd. f. Phil. 1, § 68,
p- 657.



CHAPTER IL
THE WAR TO THE PEACE OF NICIAS.

_ During the whole course of the war no more fatal event
happened than the Attic pestilence, and the death of Pe-
ricles which it superinduced. For, although the position

" of Athens towards foreign states remained for a time the

same, yet the city had at home undergone essential
changes.
The flower of the citizens had perished;
cg’;:“ﬁ?;.“ the many families, in which ancient discipline
and usage had maintained themselves, had
died out; and thus the living connection with the age of
Aristides and Cimon had come to an end. The demorali-
zation occasioned by the pestilence was not merely a pass-
ing effect; for the war, which continued to burn with
increasing vehemence, and which not only severed the na-
tion of the Hellenes into two irreconcilably hostile camps,
but also broke up every single community into parties-
could have no other influence than that of everywhere ex-
citing the passions and unchaining selfish impulses. The
moral and religious bonds which had united the Greeks as
members of one body and as citizens of a common coun-
try had been broken, and, together with them, the virtues
based upon Hellenic patriotism had gradually become ob-
solete. Hence the general complaints as to the demoral-
ized younger generation and the degenerate sons of the
leading citizens of the state. Pericles was not the only
father who had to undergo an experience of this kind in
his own house : the descendants of Themistocles, Aristides,
and Thucydides the son of Melesias offered other sad
86
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examples of the decay of morality; and, similarly, the
sons of the great sculptor Polyeclitus, who had emigrated
to Athcns. The wealth which it had taken their ancestors
a long time to collect was wasted in frivolous pleasures;
and thus the noblest families of the city fell into decay and
dishonor. One of these was the illustrious house in which
the office of the heralds and torch-bearers in the Eleusi-
nian mysteries was hereditary, to which belonged Callias,
the haughty opponent of the Pisistratide (vol. i. p. 879),
whose grandson, Callias, fought at Marathon, and went as
ambassador to Susa ; his successor was Hipponicus (vol. iis
p- 507), whose ceremony held together the increasing wealth
of the house, who commanded at Tanagra in the year 426,
and who was the last to uphold the honor of the family.
For his son, the third Callias, soon after the death of Pe-
ricles commenced an utterly spendthrift life in his father’s
house, and in a brief space of time wasted his inheritance
upon courtesans, Sophists, and worthless parasites ; so that
he, the bearer of the most sacred priestly offices, could be
held up on the comic siage as a type of degenerate Athens.*

Moreover, in consequence of the great loss of population
occasioned by the pestilence, the strictness previously ob-
served in reference to the civic franchise of Attica had
been relaxed. Pericles had himself occasioned the first
instance of such a relaxation (p. 75), and the result was
" that a multitude of foreign elements invaded the civic com-
munity, while family life was shaken more and more by
the admittance of many illegitimate children. Further-
more, the troubles of war and sickness had caused the
gymnastic exercises to fall into disuse, which had so
largely contributed to maintain the young men in a vigo-

# With regard to the frequent instances of degenerate soms, cf. Plat.
Protag. pp. 139 (with Sauppe’s note) and 328 ; Bergk, Rel. Com. Att. 851;
Plat. Lackes (ed. Jahn), pp. xxii. xxviii. Conccrning Callias, see above,

“vol. II. p. 410; Stein ad Herod. vi. 121. Generally as to the gopa dvrois
yéveaw, Arist. Rhet. ii. 15.
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rous state of bodily and mental health. The public prac-
tising-grounds outside the gates became more and more
desolate and empty, while the market-place was densely
thronged from morning to evening by a babbling crowd.
For many citizens, whom the war had torn from their ordi-
nary occupations, had accustomed themselves to an idle
and frivolous town life; and the relations between town
and country had undergone an entire change.

The Athenians of previous generations loved the air and
life of the country; and those who were able to suit their
inclinations felt more at ease and at home in the country,
on their little country-seats, than within the city walls.
For this reason also the rural dwellings were far more
comfortable and pleasant than the houses in town; and
many citizens scarcely came into the city even on the fes-
tivals. Now, all this had changed. The Athenians saw
the lands destroyed, which they had inherited from their
fathers, and improved from year to year by prudent man-
agement, together with all their walks and other resources
of comfort and recreation. The proprietors would never
again take pleasure in their ancient usages and enjoyments
of life ; for how was it possible to recover confidence in the
future? Many husbandmen never again returned to the
plough, but remained in the city ; where, in the constant
succession of different pleasures, and in the excitement of
market and party life, they endeavored to forget the uneasy
conditions of their existence. Thus, a discontented and
turbulent multitude was formed in Athens—a kind of mob,
such as had been unknown to Athens in her earlier days.
The love of work, which Pericles was still able to praise
a8 one of the most eminent virtues of his fellow-citizens,
grew weak; and the personal interest in public affairs,
which was at once the right and the duty of every citizen,
changed, in the unhealthy atmosphere of the -blockaded
city, where all most important undertakings had suddenly
come to a standstill, into an over-busy and over-curious
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idleness, and an indolent love of babbling, which all the
enemies of the democracy were soon able to regard as a
characteristic of an Attic citizen.

Thus, in a short space of time, the civic community of
Athens became an unsteady multitude which allowed it-
self to be swayed by uncertain feelings, a multitude which
vacillated between arrogance and cowardice, between infi-
delity and superstitious excitement. The principles of the
older citizens, which had opposed a vigorous resistance to
the free-thinking of the Sophists (vol. ii. p. 480), had lost
their power; and thus it came to pass, that the citizens
fell away with irresistible rapidity from the religion of
their fathers, and gave themselves up to the love of doubt
and mockery, and to contempt of the gods. On the other
hand, the feeling of the existing spiritual void induced
men once more to seek consolation from religion; and in
this case the public institutions of divine worship were con-
sidered insufficient, and refuge was taken in abnormal
usages pretending to beneficial effects, sought out from for-
gotten traditions, or introduced from abroad; and associa-
tions for the purpose of private mysteries were formed, in
which new modes of purification and ceremonies were em-
ployed for the tranquilization of the mind. Accordingly,
fanatical enthusiasts, soothsayers, and wandering oracle-
mongers acquired a very important influence.

The moral change which had thus befallen
the Attic community had, it is true, even ch‘“l;’ in '-h;
during the lifetime of Pericles, manifested the ;:)l; b °
itself by means of sufficiently clear premoni-
tory signs; but Pericles had, notwithstanding, up to the
days of his last illness, remained thecentre of the state;
the people had again and again returned to him, and by
subordinating themselves to the personal authority of Pe-
ricles had succeeded in recovering the demeanor which be-
fitted them. But now the voice was hushed, which had
been able to sway the unruly citizens, even against their
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will. No other authority was in existence—no aristocracy,
no official class, no board of experienced statesmen—no-
thing, in fact, to which the citizens might have looked for
guidance and control. The multitude had recovered abso-
lute independence, and in proportion as, in the interval,
readiness of speech and sophistic versatility had spread in
Athens, the number had increased of those who now put
themselves forward as popular speakers and leaders. But
as, among all these, none was capable of leading the mul-
titude after the fashion of Pericles, another method of
leading the people, another kind of demagogy, sprung into
existence. Pericles stood above the multitude. He ruled
by arousing the noble and active impulses in the minds of
the citizens, who by the earnestness marking his treatment
of them, and by the moral demands which he made upon
them, were raised above their own level; they were
ashamed to give voice in his hearing to their weaknesses
and low cravings. His successors were obliged to adopt
other means; in order to acquire influence, they took ad-
vantage not so much of the strong as of the weak points
in the character of the citizens, and achieved popularity
by flattering their inclinations, and endeavoring to satisfy
the cravings of their baser nature. Thus, the demagogues,
who had formerly been the leaders and solemn counsellors
of the people, now became its servants and flatterers. And
as in this system of demagogy not a small number might
emulate one another, each had rapidly to give way to his
successor; & quick change of influential personages en-
sued ; whereby, at the same time, a consistent conduct of
public affairs according to definite political principles of
action was rendered impossible.

This new phase of affairs is intimately connected with
another momentous change.

The Attic aristocracy had indeed been long overthrown
as a power in the state ; nor was the nobility any longer in
possession of any privileges, so far as the institutions of
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civil society were concerned. At the same time, it cannot
be said that the aristocracy had lost all actual influence
upon public life; and it is only necessary to review the
names of the men who during the fifth century B. c. most
brilliantly distinguished themselves in art and science, both
at Athens and elsewhere—such men as Heraclitus, Anaxa-
goras, and Parmenides, Pindar and Aschylus, Herodotus
and Thucydides—in order to attain to a conviction, that
the ancient families of the nation still continued especially
productive of eminent talents, and that hereditary wealth,
as well as the superior degree of culture and intellectual
aspirations which prevailed in civic families of repute, still
continued to exercise their effects in the happy development
of innate gifts, and to produce individualities prominently
distinguished among their contemporaries. The statesmen
who had succeeded one another in the guidance of public
affairs at Athens equally belonged to ancient families; nor
was Pericles himself ever false to his aristocratic birth and
instincts, although he knew how to base his right of no-
bility upon other claims than that of descent.
Henceforth, all this was changed. Now,
for the first time, men belonging to the Thonewclass
e gogues.
lower class of citizens thrust themselves for-
ward to play a part in politics,—men of the trading and
artisan class, the culture and wealth of which had so vigor-
ously increased at Athens. Yet the ancient prejudices
were by no means removed on this account; and the ad-
herents of ancient usage continued to take offence, when
they saw men who pursued the occupation of an ordinary
citizen, whose youth had been passed in workshops, and
who were devoid of a liberal training in the music and
gymnastic arts, taking the lead in the public assemblies,
and aspiring to fill influential offices of state. These men,
for their part, were placed in an advantageous position as
against the aristocrats, since it was infinitely more easy for
them to deal with the multitude, and to arrive at an under-
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standing with it; they stood far nearer to the common
crowd, and had no intention of raising it above its ordi-
nary views and feelings: the multitude accordingly met
them with confidence, and was ready to make excuses for
them, as it delighted in leaders who made no pretence of
being superior to the great body of the citizens, and who
awakened no painful feeling of inferiority, such as that
which was natural in the presence of a Pericles. And
gince the civic community had itself in the course of the
war undergone an essential change, and since the leaders
issuing forth from that body were anxious to accommodate
themselves to its habits and humors, the mode of dealing
with public affairs necessarily underwent a simultaneous
change. The civic assemblies grew larger, louder, and less
orderly ; the business was carried on after a more passion-
ate and tumultuous fashion, because the guidance of a su-
perior spirit was absent, and because the entire multitude
accordingly took a more direct part in the proceedings,
and unhesitatingly displayed its momentary feelings,—its
favor and disfavor, its satisfaction and its impatience. At
the same time, all the bad sides of Attic constitutional life
so openly manifested themselves, that the more reflecting
citizens, who considered moderation and calm the first re-
quisites for political life, were seized with disgust at public
affairs, and that both the name and the reality of demo-
cracy fell into contempt. The citizens of superior culture
retired, and refrained from participation in the assemblies,
because their principles prevented them from applying the
only effective means of success. Thus the new demagogues
attained to a still more complete command of the field, and
the commonwealth was deprived of the services of many
excellent citizens.

The demagoguss The new demagogues, however, were not
no longer mili- equally useful for every kind of public ser-
tary command- vice, For, although their talents secured
: to them a successful command of the ora-
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tor’s tribune, yet they were, as a rule, neither inclined nor
qualified for military commands. For the latter, a differ-
ent training and different qualities were requisite. More-
over, most of them shrank from the personal dangers of
the office, from the responsibility and the various sacrifices
which were connected with it, without any hope at the
same time offering itself of corresponding advantages,
Thus one of the most important changes which occurred
at this time consisted in the separation of the office of
general from the position of popular leader. Hitherto, it
had been impossible to conceive of a statesman who had
not at the same time proved himself in the field; and Pe-
ricles had presented the illustrious type of a leader power-
ful in word and in deed, by his speech and by his sword,
on the fleet and on the Pnyx. Henceforth, even men who
had won no honors in war, and who had never risked their
life for the state, were permitted to address the people upon
the conduct of wars, and to subject to their criticism, and
call to account, the men who were undergoing deprivations
and dangers abroad. Moreéover, the generals were obliged
to maintain strict discipline, and thus made themselves un-
popular among a community, which was endeavoring more
and more to escape all forms of discipline and subordina-
tion, particularly as in the course of the war even the
citizens of the lowest property-class, the Thetes (vol. i. p.
354), served as heavy-armed soldiers. Thusa multiplicity
of disputes was inevitable, and the demagogues were gene-
rally ready to take part against the gencrals. Hence the
separation of the two most influential of all public posi-
tions necessarily resulted in a state of hostility between the
occupants of either; and this adverse relation between the
generals and demagogues became the germ of the greatest
misfortunes for Athens. The office of general frequently
became a post of martyrdom; and the bravest men felt
that the prospect of being called to account as to their
campaigns by cowardly demagogues, before a capricious
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multitude, disturbed the straightforward joyousness of their
activity, and threw obstacles in the way of their successes.
The Athenians had no lack of proved
Tho Athenian military commanders. Phormio, the son of
ﬁ,eil;?m“?hor- Asopius, was still in the full vigor of his
age, who had taken an important part in the
Samian war, by the side of Pericles, commanded at the
siege of Potidea, and latterly gained victories in the bay
of Crisa, which belong to the most brilliant successes in
Attic military history. He was a soldier of the ancient
stamp, short of speech, resolute and severe, a model of
temperance and blamelessness of life. And yet he too had
already been subjected to a persecution, resulting in his
condemnation by the popular tribunal to a fine of 10,000
drachms, which he, whose unselfishness had left him a poor
man, was unable to pay. In consequence, he was stripped
of all public honors, and retired into the country. When
the Acarnanians applied for aid against the allies of Co-
rinth, and requested that the celebrated Phormio might be
placed in command of the Attic auxiliaries, he refused to
accept the office, until the citizens absolved him from his
fine, and gave him full satisfaction for the heavy injury
inflicted upon his honor. Like Phormio, the other eminent
commanders, who with or after him led the Attic troops,
Lamachus, Laches, Chareeades, Pythodorus, Paches, and
Demosthenes, had, almost without exception, to -pass
through similar conflicts with the popular orators.*
: In the matter of military commands, the
Eshgr‘:232§°5“°’ place of Pericles could be to a certain ex-
tent filled by men of the ancient school of
war ; although in the field also the consistent execution of
definite strategical plans ceased, being in fact only possible

# As to the remission of fines, sec Beeckh, P. E. vol. ii. p. 125 (E. Tr.)
As to the position of the owdpoves (p. 92, infra), cf. Thuo. iii. 43. Even
the ra Gueivw Aéyovres havo to pursuo crooked courses.
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as long as the office of commander-in-chief was for a period
of several years entrusted to one man. On the orators’
tribune the contrast was more striking.

Here the first prominent successor of Pericles  Euorates.
was a certain Eucrates, a rude and unedu-

cated man, who was ridiculed on the comic stage as the
“boar” or “bear of Melite” (the name of the district to
which he belonged), a dealer in tow and mill-owner, who
ouly for a short space of time took the lead in the popular
assembly. His place was taken by Lysicles,

who had acquired wealth by the cattle-trade.  Lysicles.
That Lysicles was no ordinary man is evi-

dent from the circumstance that Aspasia married him after
the death of Pericles; and his intercourse with her is said
to have first made him an eminent speaker. He also ap-
pears to have wished to re-unite the military command to
the leadership of the people, after the fashion of Pericles;
for in the year after the death of the latter he was general
in Caria, where he fell. It was not until

after Lysicles, that the demagogues attained  Cleon.

to power who had first made themselves a

name by their opposition against Pericles, and, among
them, Cleon was the first who was able to maintain his
authority for a longer period of time; so that it is in his
proceedings during the ensuing years of the war that the
whole character of the new demagogy first thoroughly
manifests itself.*

® Tor Eucrates and Lysicles, of. Aristoph. Fg. v. 131, Schol. As to
tho connection between Aspasia and Lysicles, of. Plut. Pericl. 24; Har-
poor. 8. V. 'Acw. Are we to assume a connection between them already
before the death of Pericles? Otherwise the dote of her infl as
an instructress must be rejected. The entiro story of this connection was,
according to Cobet, Prosopogr. Xenoph. p. 81, an invention of Bschines
(as to whose dialogue, Aspasia, of. K. Fr. Hermann, de &ach. Socr. p.
16 £.); according to Bauppe (Quellen PL p. 13), an invention of the comis
poets,




96 . History of Greece. [Boox IV.

) ~ Of course, the change which took place
eiml‘:‘:’m“'“ in the conduct of public affairs was not
effected without incurring opposition at
Athens itself. As yet, some of the distinctions between
the different classes of society remained uneffaced. Many
felt themselves by their birth, wealth, and superior refine-
ment of culture placed in a necessary opposition against
the multitude, which was well pleased to give itself up to
its new leaders; and the religious institutions, as well as
military service, contributed to keep alive aristocratic ten-
dencies in the midst of the perfected democracy. For not
only did all the most sacred priesthoods of the state remain
a hereditary privilege of certain families, upon whom they
conferred a special distinction before the rest; but none
except daughters and sons of noble and wealthy houses
were chosen to perform those religious functions, the per-
formers of which annually changed (as, e. g., the office of
the Arrephort, who administered the worship of the city-
goddess on the citadel, under the superintendence of the
priestess, as it were as the representatives of the entire
community; and the choral dance of the Oschophori, or
vine-bearers, who were to call to mind the Attic youth
saved by Theseus from Crete). To represent the city
abroad, again, men of noble family continued to be chosen.
Finally, while ordinary military service had lost in estima.
tion, cavalry service had gained in importance. The
horsemen were the only standing body of troops in Athens;
in consequence of the very method after which they were
levied, they formed an association, wherein an aristocratic
spirit of class could not fail to be kept alive. The num-
bers of the Attic cavalry had been raised to 1,000 before
the war; and there are good grounds for assuming that
Pericles favored and encouraged this body of troops
(which he caused to be represented in stone on the Parthe-
non in so splendid a style), in order to obtain in them a
counterbalance against the multitude.
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The resistance which these aristocratio
circles opposed to the democracy was of a
twofold character: for, in the first instance,
there yet existed in the noble families enemies on principle
of the constitution, who believed the salvation of the state
to be impossible, except on condition of a complete return
to the past. These either withdrew in deep discontent
from all participation in public affairs, or endeavored to
establish their political principles by means of secret asso-
ciations, and to prepare themselves for open action when
the proper opportunity should occur. This was the revo-
lutionary party, which in the days of Marathon, of Pla-
teess, and Tanagra (vol. il pp. 251, 366, 440) had shown
itself ready to betray the city to the enemy, as long as the
latter would help to overthrow the democracy; a party
which, for the purpose of overthrowing Pericles, had com-
bined with the multitude and its leaders, and which even’
now continued, under the sham pretence of religion and
higher principles of policy, to attack the legally established
constitution. The errors and exaggerations of the latter
were not unwelcome to this party, whose hopes were con-
stantly revived by the troubles which came upon the city
from abroad, and by the confusion into which it fell at
home.

Considerably more numerous, however,
~ was the other party, which, far from calling p

into question the constitution itself, was
merely anxious to oppose its abuses, and to counteract the
unlimited influence of the new demagogues. The position
of this party was an uncommonly difficult one; inasmuch
as its task was above all to temper and restrain, and to
raise the voice of moderation, while the demagogues put
forward bold projects, dazzled the multitude with the
promise of brilliant successes, and with passionate warmth
pursued particular ends corresponding to the wishes of the
crowd. In proportion as the citizens were accustomed to

5

The thorough
aristoorats.

The Moderate
arty.
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the flatteries of the new orators, the leaders of the Mode-
rates found it difficult to acquire influence. They were
forced, like the others, to sue for the favor of the multitude;
surrounded by jealous enemies, they had anxiously to
avoid everything of which advantage could be taken for
casting suspicion upon them; they had to prove their
character as munificent benefactors and friends of the
people, and to attempt to gain their ends by all manner of
circuitous paths. Finally, the existing state of things
itself made it impossible for those whose common object it
was to prevent evil effects arising from abuses of the con-
stitution to possess such definite principles of political ac-
tion, as are necessary for keeping a party firmly and per-
manently together for the purpose of united operations; a
large number of the members of the Moderate party, the
well-to-do and quiet citizens of Athens, were by nature ill-
adapted for becoming active party-men; and such persona-
ges as Diodotus, the son of Eucrates, although of coura-
ageous spirit and high oratorical gifts, only transitorily
took an active part in public affairs. Such were the diffi-
culties surrounding the position of this party ; the question
a8 to its leadership was therefore of infinite importance.
There was, however, no difficulty as to
Nicias. choice; for among the well-to-do and mode-
rate citizens Nicias, the son of Niceratus, was
at that time so eminent a personage, that after the death
of Pericles he became the centre of all who percecived the
dangerous turn public affairs had taken. Nicias was the
wealthiest man in Athens, He was the owner of great
possessions in Laurium (vol. ii. p. 260), where 1,000 slaves
labored for him in the silver-mines, At the same time he
was a perfect master of "Attic culture, experienced in po-
litical knowledge, and moreover endowed with the gift of
speech, though he was no born orator: a man of blameless
honor and proved efficiency, whom even the comic stage
generally treated with respect. He had been a colleague
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of Pericles in the generalship; and had on several occa-
sions been distinguished and recommended by him. The
fleet could be entrusted to no safer hands; accordingly,
Nicias was strategus for five successive years after the death
of Pericles. He was liberal and munificent after the ex-
ample of Cimon, adorned the city with splendid dedicatory
gifts, and when his turn arrived, took advantage of the
Liturgies to delight the people with the most unusual
spectacles. Upon the poor he bestowed profuse largesses,
not only from kind and charitable motives, but also from
anxious timidity and caution; it being his endeavor, not
only to foster the ardor of his friends, but also to gain over
‘those who disliked and might possibly damage him. He
could not conceal his intentions ; but the people was pleased
notwithstanding, since it saw from his conduct how much
depended, even for the powerful Nicias, upon public
opinion. In his public life, also, he was anxious to sur-
round himself with a certain semblance of importance ;
like Pericles, he kept apart from social intercourse; and
his adherents were busy to spread the fame of his unceas-
ing labors, and to motion officious visitors away from his
doors. His bearing was measured and solemn; without
ever denying his convictions, he was averse from express-
ing them, because he was by nature shy, and always afraid
of injuring his own dignity by word or deed; he lacked
the necessary courage for incurring any personal risk. He
was, moreover, devoid of ambition, and had been placed in
a prominent position by circumstances, rather than by any
wish of his own. When he first rose to it, he was weak in
health, and past his youth ; he could no longer overcome
his inborn want of resolution; and even a3 a general
sought his chief strength in the avoidance of any mishap.
And as he lacked the power of resolutely determining his
own conduct, he was doubly anxious to find support else-
where. Instead of, like Pericles, confronting the people in
independence of spirit, and crushing all influences of su-
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perstition, wherever they made their appearance, he was
himself in a high degree dependent upon such influences;
the dislike of modern free-thinking had led him to the
other extreme; for he timidly attached importance to pre-
monitory signs of all kinds, as well as to the declarations
of the soothsayers, of whom one always dwelt under his
roof. Thus, men of contemptible character, such as Dio-
pithes, succeeded in establishing an influence over him., As
to his political opinions, he was thoroughly loyal to the
constitution, and animated by kindly feelings towards the
people, and by an aversion from all secret intrigues. He
wished, as against Sparta, to preserve the honor of Athens
intact ; but he regarded war as a misfortune, and considered
an honorable peace possible.*
It is easy to perceive, that Nicias was not
The power the man to remove the great difficulties
zfme’:,:my at against which the party of the Moderates
had to contend. The citizens, however,
were still possessed of sufficient judgment, to recognize
the high value to them of such men as Nicias, by the side
of the new demagogues; the people after all felt a desire
for men who inspired in them an involuntary esteem, and
therefore never refused their confidence to Nicias, and
always honored him as a faithful counsellor. Nor was
there any other man who could easily dispute with him
his position in the state; since mowhere else existed a:
gimilar combination of character and merit with noble
birth and wealth. The power of money was very great in
Athens ; and notwithstanding the equality upon which the
democracy plumed itself, brave generals like Lamachus
were on account of their want of means unable to attain

# As to the treatment of Nicias by Comedy; C. Fr. Hermann, De per-
sone Nicize apud Aristophanem, 1835 ; Sohmidt, De vita Niciz, p. 10, sq.;
Aristotle on Nioias, Plut. o. 2. For Diopithes, ¢f. Hermann ubs supr. p,
25; Meineke, Comm. Att. i. 87; Droysen, N. Rhein. Mua. iii. 180; Ros-
oher, Klio, p. 2186.




Cmar. IL] The War to the Peace of Nicias. 101

to any permanent authority. Nicias himself regarded his
wealth as the foundation of his power, and was exceed-
ingly conscientious in its administration; he declined no
means of profit, and let out his slaves to other persons for
hire, as day-laborers. By reason of his wealth he had
become the head of a party; and the distinction between
the poor and the rich at Athens now manifested itself
more sharply than ever; for those who had much to lose
were most deeply interested in opposing a reckless conduct
of public affairs. This division constituted a new germ
of discontent and suspicion; for as soon as the party of
Nicias opposed itself to reckless schemes of war, it was
immediately suspected, that selfish motives induced them
to prevent an energetic prosecution of the war, because
the burdens of the latter rested principally on the mem-
bers of this party. The orators who represented the mul-
titude took every possible advantage of these feelings of
distrust, and, by attacking the wealthy minority of the
community, endeavored to increase their own popularity.

While these changes befell the inner lifo

of Athens, the war proceeded without inter- Progress of the
ruption and with increasing vehemence.
The belligerent states, which in the first years of the war
had contented themselves with endeavoring to discover at
what points, and in what manner, they might most success-
fully attack one another, now began to make use of their
experiences for more effective undertakings.

The Peloponnesians had already attempted to assert
their power against the Athenians by sea; and since they
were unable to force the latter to a battle by land, and
to gain a victory after the ancient Spartan fashion, they
had, against their usual custom, commenced a regular
giege, in order to chastise the most faithful allies of
Athens, the Platweans, and to gain a strong military posi-
tion in the rear of the foe. The calamities which had
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befallen Athens encouraged them to adopt a more vigor-
ous method of warfare; and such personages as Brasidas
(p. 62) had already found opportunities for distinguishing
themselves by their efficient conduct of operations.
. At the same time a wider extent of coun-
mE]’i‘:i“t:“ of try had gradually come to participate in
the war. For, besides Attica and Beeotia,
Acarnania also had now become one of the scenes of war ;
and, furthermore, the tribes of the north, which had
hitherto remained wholly apart from the history of the
Greek states, were now for the first time involved in its
complications; and upon the chieftains of these tribes the
idea first dawned: that the division among the Greek
cities furnished the tribes with a chance of obtaining influ-
ence and plunder. Thus Epirote tribes, under their chief-
tains, had descended from the neighborhood of the Adri-
atic down the valley of the Achelous, in order to assist
the Ambraciotes against the Acarnanians (p. 78); the
King of the Odrysx had already offered very effective aid
to the course of Athens; for the crafty Perdiccas con-
stantly lay in wait for taking advantage of the course of
events, and unhesitatingly, while he was still in alliance
with Athens, despatched auxiliaries to succor her enemies
in Acarnania. Excitement prevailed among the allies,
both on the islands and on the coast of Asia Minor, and
the ambitious schemes of Pissuthnes, who had Arcadian
+ mercenaries in his service, were no secret (vol. ii. p. 520).
In Hellas itself the feeling of mutual enmity, both
between the parties opposed to one another in the particu-
lar communities, and between the belligerent states,
increased in bitterness; so that their redoubled eagerness
to inflict damage upon the enemy drove them to continue
the war even during the winter season.
Thus the Peloponnesians, after the conflicts in the
Gulf of Corinth, undertook late in the year B.c., 429
(OL Ixxxvii. 4), an expedition under Cnemus and Brasi-
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das, which in boldness surpassed any pre- Peloponnesian
vious enterprise upon which they had ven- expeditionacross
tured. The crews of forty ships were {:,o,l::,h '2"'(,,001
Ianded in the vicinity of Corinth; each 429.)

sailor took with him his oar, his seat cushion, and his
strap ; and with this equipment the men marched straight
across the Isthmus in all speed, manned forty vessels from
the magazines at Nicea, and then sailed directly upon the
Pirzeus, which was known to be open towards the sea.
The ships were on their way, and all circumstances
seemed to promise success, when the Peloponnesians took
fright at their own audacity, and, instead of seizing upon
the favorable moment, landed at Salamis, captured the
ships there, three in number, and devastated the island.
Hereupon the alarm was given to the Athenians by fiery
beacons; an awful terror came upon them, to find them-
selves thus suddenly surprised in their own waters; but
this terror remained the only result of the expedition, and
the Athenians learnt in future to keep a better watch over
their port.

In the north of the Aigean also the commencement of
winter was accompanied by new doings of war. Perdiccas
had failed to perform the promises made by him when he
joined the alliance of the Odryse and the Athenians;
accordingly Sitalces assembled an army of .
100,000 foot and 50,000 horse for an inva- g irediorsf
sion of Macedonia. All the country as far "zzxg')‘ 4. (s.0.
as Thermopyle trembled at the approach of
the barbarian hosts, which included the most warlike
tribes of the North; and the enemies of Athens wero
fully persuaded that their subjection was the object of the
march. The immediate intention of Sitalces was to estab-
lish the pretender Amyntas on the throne of Macedonia;
in effecting which he reckoned upon the support of the
Athenians, at whose instigation he had first entered upon
his undertaking. With irresistible numbers he fell upon



104 History of Greece. [Boox 1V.

the Chalcidian cities, and advanced as far as the river
Axius; but no Attic ships arrived, and the whole itua-
tion of affairs was suddenly reversed. The party hostile
to the Athenians, headed by Seuthes, the nephew of
Sitalces, prevailed ; the hardships of winter supervened;
and Perdiccas hastened to take advantage of these circum-
stances for proposals of peace, which were immediately
accepted. Seuthes became the brother-in-law of the king;
the vast army of the Thracians was disbanded ; and thus
the promising combination between Athens and the king-
dom of the Odryse was for ever at an end. Probably the
non-arrival of the Attic ships was merely due to negli-
gence or to the want of a proper understanding; unless,
indeed, we prefer to assume that the first unfolding of
their new ally’s power awakened feclings of jealousy
against him in the Athenians, and that they intentionally
left him in the lurch. In any case, the event already
proved a want of energy at the right moment, such as
occurred on several occasions after the death of Pericles,
Lastly, the war continued during the winter season in
Acarnania also. Immediately after the disbanding of the
Peloponnesian fleet, Phormio landed in Astacus, expelled
the party hostile to the Athenians out of several cities,
and was about to take (Eniadse, the chief seat of this
party, when the Achelous, whose waters had risen and sur-
rounded the city like a lake, was found to render any
attack impossible. Phormio therefore returned to Nau-
pactus, whence, when spring set in, he conducted the cap-
tured vessels and the prisoners to Athens.*
The next summer (that of the fourth
o ath 7T year of the war) matured an event which
Ol 1xxxvii. 4 had been preparing for years. For already,
(s':;mf,',e,,us') before the first outbreak of the war, the
Lesbians (who, besides Chios, were the only

#* Events of the winter : Thuo. ii. 96-103. Diod. xii. 49 f.
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free allies of Athens remaining) had come to a secret
understanding with Sparta, the negotiations being carried
on from Mitylene, the largest among the five cities of
Lesbos. Situate nearly opposite the coast of Asia Minor,
Mitylene lay on a height jutting out towards the sound of
the sea, and enclosed by two harbor bays, one to the north
(Malewis) and one to the south, the latter constituting the
harbor of war proper. The two bays were connected by
means of a canal flowing through the middle of the town.
By a rare combination, Mitylene united beauty and
strength of situation to all the advantages of maritime
trade.

But in a far higher degree than the mere structure of
their city her history gives evidence of the grandeur of
her citizens’ ambition. For, instead of remaining content
with the prosperity of a flourishing seaport, they had
established a dominion beyond the limits of their territory,
primarily on their own island. Here they had success-
ively subjected Antissa, Eresus, and Pyrrha, and incorpo-
rated the three towns in their dominion. Next they had,
like Samos and Thasos, further contrived to acquire and
maintain considerable possessions on the mainland
opposite. Here all the most important places had once
been founded from Lesbos (vol i. p. 141), particularly
Assus and Gargarus; and the passionate desire of the
Mityleneans was now directed to a further pursuit of
their ambitious policy on island and mainland. On either
Athens stood in their way.

All the differences which agitated the Greek world
exercised their effects in this instance. For, in the first
place, Mitylene was governed by an exclusive body of
noble and wealthy families; they had made their city
great by their energy and sagacity, had held fast to their
privileges as against the body of the citizens, and accord-
ingly hated democratic Athens. It was against their will
that they sent their ships t% Jerve the Athenian power,
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and they were constantly afraid of sooner or later seeing
their native government endangered from the same
quarter. Moreover, the cities of the mainland, the
ancient colonies of the Lesbians, had for the most part
become tributary towns of Athens.
On this soil an ancient rivalry prevailed
tyll:;:f’“ of Mi- hetween Athens and Lesbos, which had led
to sanguinary conflicts as early as the times
of the Pisistratide (vol. i. p. 384). These events had not
been forgotten ; and all schemes of the Mitylen®ans for
extending the limits of their possessions on the mainland
were now more than ever rendered futile by the power of
Athens. But far more susceptible and critical was the
third point where Mitylene saw herself hard pressed by
Athens—viz., the command of the island of Lesbos itself.
For the union of the latter as one territory and collective
state had for years been obstructed by the resistance of
Methymna, in size the second city in Lesbos, situate on
the north coast of the island, opposite to the Troad, and
under her democratic government a faithful adherent of
Athens, in whose alliance Methymna saw the sole pledge
for the maintenance of her independence.

Lastly, these differences, due to political principles and
schemes, were heightened by the ancient opposition of the
races, which the present war had everywhere revived. As
on the mainland among the Beeotians, so in the Archi-
pelago among the Lesbians, the ancient jealousy of the
ZAolic race against the Ionians of Attica broke forth
again ; it amounted to a simultaneous attempt to establish
an independent power on the ancient territory of the
Zolic race, in Asia as well as in Europe. Moreover, the
endeavors in either quarter were directly connected with
one another. The oligarchical principles prevailing both
in Thebes and in Mitylene had occasioned an approxima-
tion between the two states, a revival of the common
feelings of race, and a combined political action. After,
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then, the first overtures made at Sparta by Mitylene,
before the outbreak of the Peloponnesian War had
remained without result, the Thebans, after the war had
commenced, opened fresh negotiations; they clearly per-
ceived that the Peloponnesian confederation could scarcely
meet with a new adherent of greater importance than
Mitylene ; they also hoped now to find greater readiness
and determination on the part of Sparta ; and at the same
time the Mitylenseans were ready themselves to take the
decisive step. To proceed without delay was their own
interest ; they could not tell how long the present system
could be maintained against the democratic party on
Lesbos itself, and thought that to wait any longer must
impair, and could not improve, their situation.*

The governing families were aware of the losses Athens
had suffered in the pestilence, of the exhaustion of her
finances by the siege of Potidaa, and of her being forced
to employ her navy in several places at once. The bold
attempt of Sparta to attack Athens on her own coasts had
raised the courage of the Mitylensans; they reckoned
upon the discontent existing in Aolis and Ionia ; and had
probably also arrived at an understanding with Pis-
suthnes. They determined to prepare for the revolt with
all possible caution and energy. They built new ships,
threw up moles which secured their harbors, filled their
corn magazines, and took Scythian bowmen into their pay.

But although the Mitylensans proceeded with extreme
caution, it was impossible for them to keep their plans
secret. The jealousy of Tenedos and Methymna, as well
a8 the division of parties in the city of Mitylene itself,
where political life was in a very critical state, operated
advantageously for the Athenians. Doxander, a citizen
of Mitylene, who had asked the hand of two noble heir-
esses for his sons, and had been contumeliously rejected,

# Soo Wilh. Herbst, Der Abfall Mitylene’s : Cologne, 1861,
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took vengeance upon the aristocrats by betraying their
schemes to the Athenians, with whom he stood in relations
of mutual hospitality. Here, again, the importance of
these Prozent (vol. ii. p. 546) for Athens was made mani-
fest; who secretly and without any official orders observed
the state of public feeling in the allied cities, and sent due
notice of dangerous movements to Athens. Thus, at the
time when Archidamus was for the third time advancing
upon Attica, <.e., towards the commencement of the fourth
summer of the war, certain news was received at Athens
that a new and dangerous naval war was inevitable.

Athenian mea. After the Athenians had for a long time
sures against Tefused to credit the news, they attempted
Mitylene, by means of embassies to persuade the Mi-
tylenzans to desist from their undertaking, but in vain;
and thus it became at last necessary to take serious steps.
Accordingly the Lesbian ships present in the fleet were
immediately seized, and forty triremes sent out under
Cleippides. But there was an absence of such energy as
that which Pericles had displayed on the occasion of the
revolt of Samos. For not only was the surprise frus-
trated, to effect which it had been intended to take
advantage of a suburban festival of Apollo, but the
authorities of the revolted city even succeeded by cunning
negotiations in restraining the Attic admiral from a rapid
assault, and in employing the truce thus obtained for the
completion of their armaments and for the despatch of an
embassy to Sparta. Fortunately for Athens, the Spartans
displayed still less resolution. For instead of acting ra-
pidly on their own responsibility, while the menaced city
still remained accessible, they bade the envoys of the
Mitylenseans appear at Olympia, where the great festival
chanced to be at hand, which the war had reduced to a
purely -Peloponnesian meeting, and which was therefore
made use of for the settlement of confederate business.

In Olympia the Mitylensans made a speech, highly
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creditable to their courage and determina- ‘tgfeml‘;:‘)i%'['
tion. Instead of complaining of the bad Yexzoiiy 1.(s.c.
treatment to which they had been sub- 428)July.
jected, and by which they had been forced to seek for
aid abroad — instead even of inveighing against the
tyranny of Athens—they sipply declared that their
independence was apparent rather than real, being
in truth insecure and conditional upon the grace of
Athens, This state of things they declared themselves
unable to bear; they refused to belong to a confedera~
tion which had so completely changed its original
character, or, on the other hand, to serve as instruments
to Athens for the support of her selfish dominion. This
was the haughty language of an aristocracy to which
dependence upon the citizens of Athens was intolerable,
Nor did the Mitylenwans appear in the character of sup-
pliants with nothing to offer; but, as in the case of the
Corcyrzans and Athenians, so the Mitylenzans proved to
the Peloponnesians that the latter ought to regard an
alliance with them as an invaluable advantage, inasmuch
as it furnished the Peloponnesian confederacy with a forti-
fied station in a most favorable situation, as well as with
money and ships, and enabled it to attack Athens not
only in Attica, where least harm could be inflicted upon
her, but at her most vulnerable points. The Mitylenzans
declared that, at the instigation of the Beeotians, they had
commenced the revolt sooner than they had originally
intended, and that they therefore had a double claim for
prompt assistance on the part of the confederation; while
the amount of energy with which that assistance was given
would decide the measure of authority which Sparta would
continue to enjoy.

The immediate effect of this speech was complete. The
Mitylenseans were admitted as members of the Pelopon-
nesian confederation, and speedy federal assistance prom-
ised. A fresh attack by sea and land was immediately to
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be executed against Athens: and in the shortest possible
time the Spartan army stood at the Isthmus, and prepared
to transport the triremes lying in Lechsum to the harbor
opposite. But the other Peloponnesians failed to make
their appearance; they were occupied with the harvest,
and extremely unwilling to undertake a second campaign
in the same summer. The Athenians, on the other hand,
fully realized the importance of the crisis. Now was the
moment for them to show that their power was unbroken,
and that they were ready, at points most widely apart
from one another, to meet their enemies, To their amaze-
ment, the Spartans saw a fleet of 100 triremes appear off
the Isthmus, all plans of crossing which were thereby
immediately undone; while at the same time the news
arrived that a second Athenian fleet was levying forced
contributions upon the coasts of Laconia. Besides these,
30 triremes were sent to Acarnania, and instead of the
vessels at Mitylene being called off, as the enemy had
expected, their numbers were reinforced. Meanwhile
the Mitylen®ans had employed the interval in increasing
their preparations for war on the island. An attack
directed by them against Methymna had failed, but the
dependent cities were newly fortified, and it
was determined to maintain possession of
each single place. But towards the begin-
ning of the autumn Paches arrives with 1,000 hoplites;
the rebellious city was walled in from the

1 ?L Lxxi;igi- land side, and when the winter came, the
Autamn. ~ blockade was complete, and all possibility

of aid cut off*

Meanwhile the undertaking against Plates, com-
menced in the third year of the war, at the time- when
the pestilence was raging in Athens, had by no means pro-

Paches arrives
off Mitylene.

® Events of the latter part of the summer of B.c. 428: Thuo, iii. 8 ff.
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ceeded according to the expectations of the !
Spartans. For when they appeared before Archidamus bo-
the little city with the whole army of the &85 Piatee.
confederation, they hoped to accomplish (s.c.428) |
their object by means of negotiation; and
when the Platwans appealed to the solemnly-guaranteed
inviolability of their territory, they received the deceitful
answer, that it was solely intended to accord to them the
perfect independence which was their due; at the present
moment they were neither free nor independent; let them
therefore quit the Attic alliance, and remain perfectly
neutral. The Plateans hereupon referred to their situa-
tion, which made it necessary for them to attach them-
selves to a larger state; moreover, they added, their
alliance with Athens, which was now interpreted as a
crime against them, had been concluded by the express
directions of Sparta (vol. i. p. 4156). To sever their
alliance with Athens would be to deliver up their city to
their worst enemies. Archidamus broke off these discus-
sions, which could not but be painful for every Spartan
who yet retained a spark of honorable feeling ; he pointed
out to the Plateeans the dangers which in any case sur-
rounded them, and proposed to them that they should
emigrate, and for the entire remainder of the war hand
over the territory of their city to him; their immovable
property should be accurately catalogued, and restored to
them in full after the termination of the war, together
with the land itself.

There can be no doubt that the proposal )
was honestly meant on the part of the , Clreimvelle-
king; and there was the more reason for O lxaxviii. 1.
offering it, since the women and children, Z'p;’;.:ii;’,
and the whole population with the exception
of 400 citizens, had already emigrated to Attica; Sparta
promising to undertake the obligation herself of pro-
viding for the support of the citizens during the period of
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their exile. It is easy to understand why the Plateans
met their proposal with no direct refusal, but submitted it
to the Athenians for their opinion. The latter rejected it,
and promised active aid. Hereupon the Platzans no
longer hesitated for a single moment ; from the walls they
declared to their enemies, that they were resolved, under
all circumstances, to remain true to their alliance with
Athens, and made ready for the most determined defence.
Nothing remained for Archidamus but to proceed to
extremities. After he had endeavored by a solemn in-
vocation of all the Gods and Heroes of the land to
appease his conscience, and to throw the whole guilt of
the war upon the Platseans, he caused all the timber to be
cut on the declivities of Mount Cithweron, beneath which
the city lay, palisades to be erected, and with the help of
these a wall to be built, from the height of which the
defenders of the city wall might be attacked. It was the
wish of the Spartans at any cost to avoid a long and
expensive siege; and the soldiers were therefore ordered
to work day and night at the wall. In seventy days it
was finished. The Plateeans, however, raised the height
of their walls over against it by means of bulwarks; by
subterraneous passages destroyed the enemy’s earthworks ;
and behind the threatened portion of their own wall built
another, to serve as a retreat. Furthermore, they con-
trived to disable the machines intended to break their wall
by crushing their heads or catching them in nooses at the
moment of their approach. Finally, the besiegers em-
ployed the power of fire, by filling up the space between the
city wall and their own with combustible materials, and
causing a conflagration, the smoke and heat of which
threatened to destroy the entire city and its defenders, till,
as it is related, a storm of rain at the last moment unex-
pectedly preserved them.

Hereupon Archidamus, who, like an ancient Spartan,
had only with great repugnance consented to build a wall
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and employ siege-machines, was obliged to relinquish
finally the idea of overcoming the little band of Platean
citizens by force; he was obliged to adopt the tedious
method of surrounding the entire city with a wall,so as to
wear it out by famine. The precipitous situation of the
city made this task extremely difficult of accomplishment.
But no labor was deemed excessive ; for the conflict had
become more desperate as it proceeded ; and the Thebans
exerted themselves in every way to prevent the work from
coming to a stand-still. A double wall was now built
round the cntire city, with a trench facing both towards
the latter and towards the outer side of the walls, which,
at regular intervals, were furnished with turrets; the
passage between the walls, sixteen feet in breadth, was
covered, and formed, as it were,a large guard-house sur-
rounding the hostile city. Towards the middle of Sep-
tember the immense work was finished ; it was possible to
dismiss the majority of the troops; the watch on the wall
was divided between Peloponnesian and Theban soldiers,
each body having its appointed place; and a band of 300
was kept in reserve for unforeseen cases.

For one whole year the Plateans had
held out in their prison, cut off from all _Tbe Platmens
intercourse, without hope of relief, sur- OL Ixxxviii. 1.
rounded by foes athirst for their blood. (2.5, 428 D
Provisions began to fall short. Accord-
ingly, the bravest among the besieged determined to
hazard an attempt to break the blockade. After they
had furnished themselves with scaling-ladders of the
height of the enemy’s walls, they took advantage of a
rough and stormy December night, when the sentinels
might be supposed to have retired into the towers which
served them as sentry-boxes.

Two hundred and twenty men left the city; they were
lightly armed, and shod only on the left foot,so as to
have a firmer support in the case of a fight; the right foot
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was bare, in order to facilitate the march through the
mud. Each man holding himself at a moderate distance
from his neighbor, in order to avoid any clash of arms,
they cross the trench, climb the wall, man after man
reaching up his shield to his predecessor; the sentries in
the nearest towers on the right and left are put to death;
everything proceeds successfully and without noise; the
Platzans are masters of a piece of the wall surmounted
by two towers, which they occupy; and most of them
have mounted the wall. Suddenly the fall of a tile from
the top gives the alarm to the garrison. Seven Platscans
begin to retrace their steps, thinking everything is lost.
But while the enemy remains wholly in doubt as to what
is taking place, and no man dares to quit his post, one
after another of the brave band descends from the outer
wall; and at last even those who had kept watch in the
towers quit their post and succed in reaching the outer
trench. This they find full of water, and overlaid with a
thin coating of ice. Hence arises a delay in crossing, and
before all have passed over, they see troops with torches
approaching ;—it is the reserve of 300, which comes up to
them at the trench. But the torches, by dazzling the eyes
of the pursuers, hinder their movements, and are of assist-
ance in the struggle to the Plateans. A single archer is
taken prisoner. The others make good their escape, and
take the road to Thebes, presuming that the pursuit will
be made on the road to Attica. On reaching Erythre,
and not before, they turn to the right into the mountains,
and in the morning arrive at Athens, at the same hour in
which their comrades are sending heralds to the besieging
force, to ask for the bodies of their brethren, all of whom
they deemed lost. Never have bravery and determined
skill met with a more glorious reward* KEven those

# Archidamus and the Platmans: Thuo. ii. 72. Break of the blockade :
Thue. iii. 20, 21; Diod. xii. 56.
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remaining behind were gainers, having -now a chance of
holding out longer with their provisions.

Thus in the beginning of the fifth year of the war the
general interest centred in two sieges; both of which
involved the heavicst sacrifices on the part of the besiegers,
while in both the promised relief continued to be looked
for, and to be looked for in vain.

In the spring, indeed, the Peloponnesian fleet had at
last completed its preparations, and Alcidas, with forty-
two sail, set out from Gytheum for the Agean. It was
the first time since the establishment of the L
Attic naval alliance that Peloponnesian .ﬂ? nﬁl:;:,':,vwooﬁ
men-of-war made their appearance in the L;’;‘)"“L L (s.c.
waters which Athcns regarded as her own
domain. In order to give additional effect to this naval
expedition, the land army of the Peloponnesians simul-
taneously invaded Attica under Cleomenes, the uncle and
guardian of Pausanias, the son of Plistoanax, and succes-
sor in' the command of the army to Archidamus (who had
died shortly before, after a reign of forty-two years).
This fourth invasion was particularly disastrous for the
Athenians, because the Spartans endeavored to maintain
themselves in the country as long as possible, in the hope
of receiving during their stay in Attica, news of victory
from Alcidas. But these expectations soon proved utterly
fallacious; for the Spartan admiral’s unskilfulness and
cowardice did everything possible to frustrate the object
of his enterprise. He timidly cruised among the Cyclades,
while the situation of Mitylene was becoming extremely
critical. The Mitylenzans were unable to wait any
longer; and accordingly the Spartan Salethus, who had
contrived to enter the city a few months previously, in
order to announce the approach of relief, advised the gov-
ernment, as a last resort, to attempt a sally. For this
purpose all the suits of armor in the possession of the city
were distributed, even among the poorer classes of citizens,

.
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who had hitherto only served as light-armed troops. But
scarcely had this been done, when the people declared
against the government, and demanded that all the corn-
magazines should be opened, threatening at the same time
to enter into immediate negotiations with the Athenians.

Capitalation Under the circumstances, nothing remained
of Mitylene. 01. for the governing families but to act in con-
1’;’;3"‘“- 1.(8.0- gert with the people, and to open negotia-

tions with Paches; otherwise they alone
would have been delivered up as the authors.of the revolt.
Paches promised, until the supreme decision at Athens
had been referred to, neither to imprison, nor enslave, nor
put to death, a single individual. Notwithstanding this
promise, when the Athenians entered the city, the oligarchs
sat trembling on the steps of the altars; for they deemed
their lives safe at the hands neither of their fellow-citizens
nor of the enemy. They were eventually. taken into
custody and carried to Tenedos. _

Seven days had passed since the surrender of Mitylene,
when Alcidas arrived and anchored opposite Lesbos, in the
neighborhood of Erythrse. He came too late for his
principal purpose; yet it remained an extraordinary
event for a Peloponnesian fleet to be lying off the Ionian
coast. And since such a demonstration had been actually
made, it was necessary to attempt to accomplish what
remained feasible. Nor were there wanting among those
admitted to the presence of the admiral, counsellors who
fully recognized the importance of the present conjuncture.
Teutiaplus, the Elean, demanded that the Athenians
should be without delay surprised in Mitylene, before
they were prepared for an attack. And, furthermore,
Ionian fugitives and Lesbians arrived in the fleet and
urged Alcidas to take some decisive stcp. They bade
him take up a position in some Ionian city or in Zolic
Cyme, gather all discontented persons around him, carry
into effect the policy announced by Sparta, and proclaim
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the independence of the Hellenic cities in Ionia and
Zolis.

No Attic fleet was at hand, and the agitation was
universal. The Persians were busily engaged in taking
advantage of the excitement everywhere prevailing
against Attica, and restoring their power at certain points
of the coast; with the aid of a party in the city, Colophon
had again fallen into their hands in the summer of =. c.
430 (Ol Ixxxvii. 3) ; and from Notium also, the port of
Colophon, the citizens favorable to Athens had been
forcibly expelled. By means of his Arcadian mercena-
ries, Pissuthnes had aided in this transaction—the same
satrap who had already, in the Samian war, given proofs
of his animosity against Athens and of his readiness to
interfere in the affairs of Greece. If, then, the Spartan
general were to effect an understanding with Pissuthnes,
Atheus might be threatened with the most dangerous
combination of forces. But Alcidas would listen to no
advice of the kind. He timidly sailed along the coast,
and accomplished nothing beyond seizing and putting to
death certain harmless Ionians, until he was reminded by
the Samians that these proceedings would surely not tend
to recommend him as’a liberator of Hellas. But as soon
as he had the slightest ground for believing himself to be
pursued by a force from Athens, his aimless cruisings
changed into craven flight, and he hurried home straight
across the sea.

Thus, without any exertion on their own part, the
Athenians saw themselves delivered from all danger,
and were enabled immediately to employ their fleet
for restoring their authority to its full height in Asia
Minor. The town of Notium—where for a time the two
hostile parties among the citizens, those respectively
favoring the Athenians and the Persians, had, with
nothing but a wall to separate them, carried on their
doings side by side—was by stratagem and violence
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brought back under the power of Athens. Finally,
Paches easily accomplished the subjection of the island
of Lesbos; and sent the Lesbian aristocrats, together
with the Spartan Salsthus, whose hiding-place had been
discovered, to Athens, there to receive their sentence.*
When the unhappy men were landed in
Mh:::ﬁ:’f: th‘: the Pirzeus, the citizens were in a state of
doom of Mity- feverish excitement, and the trial which
‘now commenced affords clear evidence of
the changes which the last few years had produced in
public life at Athens. The causes of this excitement
may be easily traced: the siege of the revolted city had
demanded extraordinary sacrifices ; the treasury had been
exhausted, with the exception of the reserved fund; and
for the first time it became necessary to levy a property-
tax, in order to procure a sum of 200 talents for the
purposes of the siege. This measure by itself having
caused great consternation, since at the beginning of the
war the hope of victory had been principally based upon
the treasure, the exasperation against the revolted allies
was doubly bitter. The Athenians had recived a terrible
warning of the dangers attaching to the situation of their
state. Persia threatened the towns in their alliance; a
hostile fleet had made its appearance in Ionia; and to
nothing but the utter incapacity of the leader of the
latter could it be ascribed that the revolt of Lesbos had
not been followed by a rising on the Ionian and Zolian
mainland. To this fear on behalf of their possessions
beyond the sea was now added wrath at the devastation of
their own country and anxiety on account of Platmse. In
this period of manifold excitement the citizens were
without any leader able or willing to calm it; but their
orators merely desired to encourage these feelings, and
to add vehemence to the passions of the people: above

® Fourth invasion : Thuo. iii. 26.—Fall of Mitylene: ib. 27 f.
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all, Cleon, who at this time exercised a commanding
influence.*

Cleon’s father, Clesenetus, had been the The volitical
owner of a manufactory, and employed a posicionpo o
large number of slaves in the tanning of Cloon-
hides and manufactory of leather wares; a branch of
industry which flourished exceedingly in Athens, but at
the same time enjoyed no high repute. The sphere in
which Cleon grew up was not likely to secure him a
higher degree of culture; his personal appearance was
rude and vulgar, his voice rough, and his manner of
speech blustering. In the consciousness of rude vigor, he
prided himself upon being nothing but a man of the
people; and when the multitude expended its fury upon
those who confronted it with superior culture, he was in
his right place as the people’s mouth-piece. Thus he had
directed his invectives against Pericles, and even com-
bined for an attack upon the philosophic friends of the
latter with such men as Diopithes (p. 48). The satisfac-
tion which the citizens afterwards accorded to the offended
statesman amounted to a defeat for Cleon, in consequence
of which he remained somewhat in the background
during the next few years. He then came forward
anew ; and after the removal of Eucrates, and the death
of Lysicles at the time of the siege of Mitylene (p. 95),
was warranted in regarding himself as the first man in
the state.

Among the means employed by Cleon
for securing so large an amount of popular »
favor, the most effective was doubtless that of raising the
pay of the jurymen, which, on his motion, was trebled
(vol. ii. p. 499). By this change the significance of the
institution in question was completely altered. For a pay-

TheSycophants.’

# Pirst «iodopd : Thuo. iii. 19; cf. Boeckh, P. E. of Ath., ii. p. 228.
[Enz. Tr.]
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ment of three obols, or half a drachm (3%d.), per sitting,
was sufficient to constitute a tempting gain for the poor
Athenian. For such a sum they were ready to let their
tools remain idle, and to hurry to the courts. This was
particularly the case with the more aged, who were unable
any longer to perform military service, and who welcomed
this easy method of making money. Of the country peo-
ple also, many found in this a compensation for the
income from their fields, of which the war had deprived
them ; and thus it came to pass that the great majority of
the jurymen was composed of persons without means.
As jurymen they sat out the best hours of the day, most
agreeably entertained by the excitement of listening to the
trials, in a comfortable self-consciousness and full enjoy-
ment of the power given to them by the authority of the
Attic tribunals over the life and property of so many
thousands; and when the sitting was over (the length of
which probably depended upon the patience of the jury-
men), their three obols would furnish them with a bath
and a meal by way of refreshment after their public
duties. It is easy, therefore, to understand the gratitude
displayed by the Athenians towards the author of this
increase of pay. Cleon was the hero of the day, the
favorite and bencfactor of the people, the honored patron
of the law-courts; and in proportion as the Athenian love
of litigation, which Cratinus had already laughed at,
increased, the power of Cleon rose. For the discovery
had long been made of taking advantage of the law-courts
for party purposes, by subjecting eminent men to capital
indictments. But not until now did the activity of the
¢ Sycophants’ attain to its full height ; a class of men arose
who made a regular trade of collecting materials for
indictments, and of bringing their fellow-citizens before
a legal tribunal. These denunciations were particu-
larly directed against those who were distinguished by
wealth, birth, and services, and who therefore gave cause
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for suspicion ; for the informers wished to prove themselves
zealous friends of the people and active guardians of the
constitution. But as the defects of the latter became
more and more glaring, and the tone of the assemblies
more and more unruly—as the Moderate party continued
to separate itself farther from the multitude, and the
educated class to withdraw from public life—the people’s
suspicions were heightened, as well as the fear of treason
and the terror of anti-constitutional attempts; intrigues
and conspiracies were suspected in all quarters, and the
popular orators persuaded the citizens to put no confidence
in any magistrate, envoy, or commission, but rather to
settle everything in full assembly, and themsclves assume
the entire executive. The Sycophants made their living
out of this universal suspicion, and tovk advantage of it
to raise their own importance. Young and unknown men,
partly not even of Attic descent, ventured unblush-
ingly to attack the most venerable men in the city, who
had fought against the Persians, and had grown gray in
faithful service of the state. Thus Athens lived to see
the disgraceful sight, that Thucydides, the son of Melesias,
who after the dissolution of his party had renounced all
political conflicts and loyally served the state of Pericles
—that this venerable veteran of the Athens of Cimon
was, in the decline of his old age, brought before the
popular tribunal and sentenced; an event which aroused
the just ire of the poet Aristophanes. The trade of the
Sycophants was moreover carried on from motives of
shameless love of gain: they threatened prosecutions in
order thus to extort money from guilty and innocent
alike; for even among those who felt free from guilt were
many who shunned a political prosecution beyond all
other things, having no confidence in a jury, since it was
80 often influenced by passion, and generally decided
according to its own interest.

of thés Sycophantic art Cleon was himself a master,
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The power of &nd it served him as one of the most effec-
Cleon. tive means for establishing his power. It
furnished him with opportunities for removing all who
appeared dangerous to his ends, for driving away orators
of opinions opposed to his own, and disgusting them with
political life. By means of his power over the people,
and his entire want of consideration for any one else,
he continued to make himself so universally feared that
none dared to confront him. The most precious possession
of the Athenians, liberty of speech, was virtually taken
away from them. By honest means Cleon was not to be
opposed ; but he was open to the influence of money, and
contrived to employ his power so as to acquire considerable
wealth.*

When he felt himself to be perfectly
sure of his power, he altered his behaviour
in a few points, He retired from all association with his
previous companions, and thus acquired the right of in-
veighing against all secret combinations for political
purposes with double vehemence. Nor was his own
political action of a nature to meed this description of aid
for making it popular; for, instead of pursuing remoter
objects, which were only to be gained by a close association
of the members of one party, he rather endeavored to
attach the majority of the citizens more and more closely to
his own person, and for this purpose most skilfully to take
advantage of every single question of the day. If we
are at all justified in speaking of any poliey, in the higher
sense of the word, as having been pursued by Cleon, it
was no other than this, that he endeavored to create an
irresistible succession of difficulties in the way of a

His polioy.

# Asto the date and effects of the increase in the rate of judicial
pay, see Meier u. Scheemann, Att. Proz. p. 136; Beeckh, P. E. vol. i.
p. 313 (E. Tr.). As to thecase of Thucydides: Sauppe, De Caus. Mag-
nit. &o. p. 22; Droysen ad Ar. Ach. 702. As to Cleon’s mode of en-
riching himself: Meier, Op. Acad. i. 193.
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peaceable termination of the war with Sparta, and of the
filling up of the breach between the Greek states. But
while a statesman devoted to such political principles
should have above all been careful to strengthen in every
possible way the powers of the state, to economize its
resources of war by means of a prudent administration,
and to add security to the foundations of its power, Cleon
was careless as to the performance of any such duties as
these. Nay, he to such a degree weakened Athens by
raising the pay of the dicasts in the midst of the heaviest
pressure of the war, that an annual public expenditure of
about 150 talents (£36,570) was hereby occasioned,
necessitating the employment for this purpose of part of
the tributes. Thus the finances fell into worse and worse
confusion ; and the consequence was, that less and less
regard was paid to a just and kind treatment of the allies.
Instead of their leader, Athens had become their mistress,
and now became their despot. When Cleon cast all con-
giderations to the winds in this matter, and helped to
make arbitrary forced levies of money more frequent,
until, when money was wanting, actual predatory expe-
ditions were even undertaken into the territory of the
allies, the real foundations of the Attic power were
shaken for the sake of obtaining momentary advantages,
and the state was at the same time more and more deeply
involved in the dangers of the disastrous war. Cleon was
assuredly aware of the real situation of affairs; but, far
from expounding its dangers to the citizens and claiming
corresponding exertions and sacrifices, as was the duty of
a conscientious public leader, he deceived the citizens as
to the power of the state, and tempted them to enjoy its
revenues, and the advantages of their absolute sway. He
kept alive their enthusiasm for the war by representing
the defeat of the enemy as certain, and a pew increase of
their advantages and enjoyments as equally sure. Pro-
phecies were communicated to them which spoke of the
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conquest of the entire Peloponnesus, and of a judicial
pay of five obols, as destined to be derived by the Athe-
nians from Arcadia.* Such was the policy of Cleon, in
the pursuit of which he stood in no need of the assistance
of political associations, since his ideas were in themselves
eminently to the taste of the multitude.

But the circumstance that Cleon broke .
“g:ﬂ“;::i:;:; up his former political connections was
and Cleon. also due to a wish on his part of appearing

before the people with superior self-assu-

rance and consciousness of power, and of marking the
difference between himself and those who had formerly
been his equals as the opponents of Pericles. He had
himself caught more than one peculiarity of Pericles,
which he now imitated after his own fashion. On the
orators’ tribune, indeed, he was in all respects the perfect
antitype of Pericles. For while the latter had confronted
the people with immovable equanimity, and in the full
fervor of his eloquence preserved harmony of voice and
perfect composure, 80 as even never to allow the folds of
his cloak to become disarranged, Cleon, when speaking,
was seen to move vehemently up and down the tribune,
and to gesticulate with both his arms, throwing his robe
in all directions, and exerting the strength of his loud
voice to the utmost of its powers. Pericles presented to
his fellow-citizens a type of calm, because in all questions
he called upon them calmly to reflect ; Cleon felt most at
home when the populace was in a state of feverish ex-
citement, to stimulate and increase which he employed all
the means at his command. Pericles always kept in view
the question itself, while Cleon’s art consisted in advancing
his individual authority by means of personal attacks and
passionate vituperation. Pericles’ endeavor was to
influence his hearers by reason alone, and to remove the

® Ar. Eq. 797, Schol.




Cmar. IL]  The War to the Peace of Nicias, 125

influence of vague sensations; Cleon took advantage of
the credulity of the multitude for vehemently agitating it
by means of exciting announcements of every description,
particularly prophecies, fictitious oracles, &c. The more
deeply the passions of the populace were roused, the surer
was the influence he wielded over it, the more fully he
realized his position as the born representative of the
multitude, amidst whose shouts his own voice made itself
heard with the consciousness of triumph.

But, in spite of this contrast between himself and
Pericles, Cleon was sagacious enough to make use of
those means also, of which he had himself observed the
effectiveness in the case of his predecessor. Herein he
proved his extraordinary skill, that, instead of always
speaking as the people wished, like a crafty slave, igno-
rant of any other way of ruling his fitful master, he now
and then told them very pl‘n truths, and occasionally con-
trived with great success to strike the note of the eloquence
of Pericles. For this he found a particularly favorable
opportunity in the affair of Mitylene.

When the prisoners were brought in, the
multitude was actuated by no other feeling
than that of & thirst for vengeance, which
rendered all rational reflection impossible. The chief
object of its resentment was Salethus, with regard to
whom no man dared to urge a word of pity, or a con-
sideration of reason, although it would have beén ex-
tremely advantageous to detain this noble Spartan as a
hostage, the more so as he even held out hopes of saving
the Plateeans, if his life were granted him. He was im-
mediately put to death. The fate of the Mitylenzans
was discussed in the civic assembly, and various proposals
were put forward. Some advised a gentle method of
treatment ; others demanded that all the male inhabitants
of the island capable of bearing arms should be put to
death, and the rest of the inhabitants sold into slavery.

The debates as
to Mitylene.
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The former of these opinions was advocated by Diodotus,
the son of Eucrates, and the spokesman of the Moderate
party , and it is unintelligible how, notwithstanding the
passionate anger which possessed the Athenians, the con-
sideration that at Mitylene the governmental party had
alone excited the revolt, while the majority of the popu-
lation had taken no part in it, and bhad even from the
moment when they had arms in their hands forced the
government to treat with Athens, could fail to impress the
Attic community and determine their resolution. But the
contrary was the case. Cleon had given out the word of
order, that martial law ought to prevail with absolute
severity. A second similar revolt might annihilate the

dominion of Athens, and the advantages
mi:‘:’g‘;’fig;_ds‘ thence accruing to the citizens. Hence a

terrible example must be made, and all the
Mitylensans treated with equal severity. This motion
was passed, and without further delay the trireme, which
lay in readiness in the Pirseus, was despatched with the
necessary instructions to Paches.

Scarcely had the assembly separated,
when a reaction became observable in pub-
lic opinion. Many, who during’ the full
and furbulent meeting had lacked courage or power to
follow the voice of their own conscience, were now, when
taken singly, accessible to calm considerations, and terri-
fied at their participation in so dreadful an act. The
leaders of the minority took advantage of this reaction of
feeling; the Mitylenzans present at Athens as envoys
zealously co-operated with them ; and they thus succeeded
in persuading the Prytanes to summon another assembly
on the following day, although it was against the princi-
ples of Attic political law to take a second vote on a sub-
ject once settled by a.decree of the people. This re-open-
ing of the discussion at the same time con-
stituted an attack upon the omnipotent

Reaction in the
publio feeling.

Speech of Cleon.
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influence of Cleon; who was, accordingly, obliged to
bring into play the whole force of his eloquence, in order
to maintain in force the first decree, and at the same time
to take advantage cf this favorable opportunity for assert-
ing himself as the defender of the laws; representing the
reaction against his motion as mere weakness and vacilla-
tion, and decrying those who laid special claim to the
character of more highly educated persons as misleaders
of the people. Here, he cried, was a fresh proof of what
he had so often stated, that a democracy was utterly
incapable of ruling over other states ; for nothing could be
more absurd than to treat foreign affairs in the kindly
fashion habitual in the intercourse of fellow-citizens. The
people ought to have sufficient courage to renounce all
good-natured delusions. The dominion of Athens in the
Archipelago was a dominion of force, while the so-called
allies were nothing else but enemies lying in wait for their
opportunity ; in this case compassion and consideration
would fall on a sterile soil ; and the worst of all qualities
were weakness and vacillation. The laws, he continued,
wisely forbade the re-opening of discussions once closed—
but what did the Athenians reck of usage and laws?
For that they were, forsooth, far too clever and highly
educated.

On the other hand, it would be the state’s gain
if its citizens manifested less cleverness and more obe-
dience to its laws; it was better to have imperfect laws
. and obey them, than the best laws and leave them unexe-
cuted. “I am always the same,” he said—(evidently
appropriating to his own use a phrase which had frequently
created a strong impression when proceeding from the lips
of Pericles)—“but ye Athenians allow yourselves again
and again to be unsettled as to what ye have already
rightly perceived, because ye listen to the speeches, as if
ye were sitting in the theatre; and it is the art of the
orators, and not the situation of affairs, which engages
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your attention. The Mitylenxans have without any cause
ventured upon the most pernicious revolt. Hence anni-
hilation would befall them as a well merited punishment.
Kind-hearted compassion will only result in a second
revolt and a fresh loss of life and money; and if in this
they prove victorious, your most deceitful enemies will
make you an evil return for your kindness.”
This well-calculated speech, which appa-
gcl:::;h of Dio- rently lectured the people, but in reality
only flattered its savage thirst for vengeance
and its feelings of hatred, was manfully and firmly
answered by Diodotus. Not in phrases borrowed from
" the eloquence of Pericles, but in the spirit of that states-
man, Diodotus, rising with his subject, declared the salva-
“ tion of the state to be based upon meoderation in speech,
~and those who urged the people to unreflecting acts to bo
ithe foes of the commonwealth : inasmuch as their counsels
‘were of such a nature as to shun any closer examination,
and as they had recourse to insolent calumniation and
unning detraction in order to drive from the tribune all
tatesmen opposed to them. Diodotus declared himself to
ave no intention of defending the Mitylensans, or of
working upon the tender emotions of the people. Nor
was the affair to be looked upon as & case of law, but as a
political question, into which hatred and passion should
not be allowed to enter. The point at issue was not an.
isolated case, but the entire policy of the state, and an
agreement as to the best line of conduct which it could
adopt in future. Cleon’s theory of creating terror was
absurd and impolitic. Unmeasured severity, instead of
preventing farther revolts, would only tend to make resist-
ance more desperate, repressive measures more costly, and
the ruin of the allies, upon whose prosperity the Attic
power was after all founded, more complete. By allowing
hatred and passion to sway the policy of the state, the
party now favorable to Athens would be everywhere
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estranged from her; justice and generosity alone could
prevent further revolts.

Amidst immense excitement the vote was
taken by show of hands, and a small Jictory of the
majority decided in favor of Diodotus. The
Moderate party had this time broken the terroristic influ-
ence of the vehement demagogue, and freed the conscience
and honor of the city from a tremendous burden of guilt.
But it was now all-important that the new popular decree
should not fail to take effect in favor of the condemned
Mitylenseans. The danger was great; for the vessel bear-
ing the sentence of death had a start of twenty-four hours,
Everything that could be done was done. The Mity-
lenzan envoys furnished the crew of the second ship with
supplies, promised them large pecuniary rewards, and thus
induced them to row without stopping during the entire
journey to Lesbos. The weather was favorable; the crew
of the first ship had fortunately been less eager; and thus
the message of grace succeeded in arriving in time, and
saving the life of a multitude of many )
thousand innocent Mitylenzans. Even as .| ;ﬁfﬁ?ﬂ“ o
it was, the war ended sanguinarily enough; 1xxxviii. 1.(s.c.
for the number of those executed as guilty
amounted to more than a thousand.* ‘It included every
one of those who as a limited body of citizens had held
the government of the city in their hands; and by it per-
ished the entire aristocracy. The island was treated as
the prey of victory; all ships of war were delivered up,
the fortifications destroyed, the landed property of all the
towns of the island, with the exception of Methymna, was
confiscated and partitioned into 3,000 lots of land, 300 of

® Cf. Herbst ubi supr. p. 18. The severity of Cleon (Thue. iii. 37, f.)
is based on the principle that every Demus is responsible for its govern-
ment. The noble-hearted Diodotus is known to us from his speech
(Thue. iii. 42-48), in which the historian has established an everlasting
monument for him. Doom of Mitylene, t. 50.

6*



130 History of Greece. [Book IV.

which were assigned as a tithe to the gods, the remainder
being distributed among Attic citizens. The former pro-
prietors, however, remained on their ground, and paid to
the new proprietors an annual rent 0f two minse (over 72.).
Part of the Athenians remained in the island as a garri-
son ; the rest returned to Athens, and there drew the rents
of their lands beyond the sea.

The only thought which consoled the
Peloponnesians for the fall of Mitylene, and
the humiliation thence befalling themselves, was the
expectation of the imminent capture of Plates. Two
hundred Platseans and twenty-five Athenians had remained
in the city, and held their ground for part of the summer.
But now their last provisions threatened to come to an
end, nor was there any prospect of rclief. It may, indeed,
well be asked, why the Athenians did nothing to save the
brave Platzans who, trusting solely to the promise of
federal aid, had rejected all the advantageous offers of
Archidamus? The Athenians could dispose of a land-
force of 13,000 heavy-armed troops, and were every year
able to invade Megara: could it have been impossible for
them at all events to havesaved the citizens, even if forced
to leave in the hands of the enemy the territory of the
city? In point of fact, the inactivity of the Athenians
can only be accounted for by the circumstance, that they
were turning their attention more and more exclusively to -
the sea, and had thus wholly outgrown the habit of
making any resolute attempts by land. No standing land-
army, it must be remembered, was in existence; hence for
every expedition a favorable state of public feeling and
urgent neceasity were requisite ; moral obligaticns, as they
existed in the case of Plates, coming to be less and less
regarded in democratic Athens. To this must be added
the effect of the unfortunate experiences made in Beeotian
campaigns ; and doubtless the Thebans, for their part, had
done everything in their power to throw obstacles in the

Platsese.
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way of a rescue, and to secure the victims in their grasp.
Finally, the Athenians may have felt convinced that after
the capitulation of the city they would find a speedy
opportunity of ransoming the brave Platzans out of the
hands of the Spartans; for on what grounds could they
assume that the Platmans would be dealt with otherwise
than as prisoners of war? At the same time it admits of
neither explanation nor excuse, that in the treatment of
the Mitylenw®ans, and particularly of Salethus (p. 117),
no regard whatsoever was paid to the fate of the Plateans,
who for a period of ninety-three years had with unexam-
pled fidelity and selfsacrifice under the most difficult
circumstances adhered to the Attic alliance.

Meanwhile the enemies who thirsted to slake their .
vengeance after capturing the city had, during the pro-
tracted siege formed plans of a kind which had been
_ hitherto thought impossible even in these times of war.
These plans were now to be carried into execution.

An assault upon the walls convinced the
besiegers that the starved-out garrison was p,Surrender of
incapable of offering any resistance. At

the same time they abstained from effecting an entrance
" by force, but sent a herald to demand surrender ; for even
now the pretence was to be kept up of the city having
voluntarily joined the Peloponnesian cause. It was
intended to make sure of the possession of Plates, even
in the event of future treaties imposing the restoration of
all towns taken by force of arms. A solemn promise
having been given that no harm should be illegally done
to any person, the city surrendered. A judicial court was
hereupon actually set up, consisting of five Spartans, sent
from Sparta for the purpose: among them was Aristo-
menidas, whom we know to have been a partizan of the
Thebans. The others were probably much the same,
For the entire judicial procedure amounted to nothing
but a base mockery of all principles of right, an un-
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worthy farce, which Thebes and Sparta had insidiously
agreed to play with the lives of the unfortunate prisoners.
Instead of being examined, as according to martial law,
they were simply asked whether during the course of the
war they had conferred any benefit upon the Peloponne-
sians and their confederates—the well-known question of
the Spartans (p. 24), based upon the principle invented
by them, that whosoever was against Sparta must be
accounted guilty of treason against the common
country.
This method of examination of course
Negotistions completely undeceived the Platwans. Yect
ﬁ:ﬁ:&mﬁ they still attempted the influence of speech.
8 Lacon (whose very name recalled the inti-
peech  of . . L .
Lacon. mate family relations existing between
Sparta and Platese, and dating from the
time of Pausanias) and Astymachus were their spokes-
men. They were able not only to insist upon the services
rendered by their city to the common country, but also
to refer to the aid which they had afforded to the Spartans
in the war of the Helots; they reminded the Spartans
how it was in accordance with the directions of the latter
that the Plateans had concluded their alliance with
Athens; while their state of enmity with Thebes had
originated in a Theban attack, undertaken in the midst
of peace and, which was worse, during a festive season.
They pointed out to their judges the graves of the
ancestors of the Spartans, who rested in Platean ground,
and who were annually honored by sacrificial offerings of
fruits of the Plateean soil. These sacred services would
be abolished and the graves of the heroes desecrated, if
the allies of the Medes were to hold sway within the
Platean boundaries. They urged upon Sparta the duty
of preserving her good name among the Hellenes: and
lastly, they recalled the memory of the last solemn agree-
ment ; for if, instead of being judged in accordance with
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the treaties, they were to be sacrificed to the vengeance of
their foes, they would prefer to return behind their walls
and there die ot hunger.
Never probably was a just cause more

worthily pleaded; and although the sen- g Specchof the
tence had been settled long before this mock

judicial procedure was commenced, the Thebans were
notwithstanding afraid that the speech might not fail to
make an impression. Accordingly after their enemies,
contrary to the original agreement, had been allowed to
speak, they demanded the same concession, and put
forward a speaker who was to prove the claims and
charges of their adversaries equally worthless. The
Theban attack upon Plate®, he was made to say, had
been proposed by eminent citizens of that state, and had
been merely intended as a pacific mode of recalling the
rebellious community to its duty. For the subordination
of Plates under the capital of the country was the nor-
mal condition of affairs; Platme being a daughter-city
of Thebes (thus in this instance also colonial obligations
were insisted upon), and her secession accordingly an act
of revolt. By their unnatural adherence to a foreign
city the Plateans had become dependent upon Athens;
hence their conduct during the Persian war had been no
merit of their own: and equally little could the Thebes
of the present day be made responsible for the conduct of
the Thebes of the past, All these events belonged to
other times, since which the entire state of affairs had
been inverted. For since, in the place of the Persians,
the Athenians had come forward as the enemies of Greek
liberty, the Plateeans had consented to associate them-
selves with Athens in every act of injustice against Greek
states, against Agina, &c. The honorable deeds the Pla-
teeans had performed under compulsion, their deeds of
shame of their own free will; while the Thebans were
making every sacrifice to withstand the Attic policy of
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conquest, and had at Coronea restored the independence
of Central Greece. Sparta, the guardian of legal right,
would be able to appreciate this, and, undisturbed by ora-
torical phrases, without feeble weakness, accord to the one
state the acknowledgment she had deserved, and inflict
upon the other the punishment incurred by her conduct.

This speech is particularly remarkable, because in it no
recognition is made of the existence of two parties in the
war with equal rights; the Peloponnesian theory of the
war is thus in this instance carried out to its logical con-
sequence ; viz.,that a voluntary accession to the Athenian
alliance is punishable as an act of revolt against Hellas
and of treason agaiust federal obligations. Federal loy-
alty towards Athens is simply interpreted as participation
in her guilt.

This speech completely effaced the im-
gpxeoution of presgion created by its predecessor. The
Ol lxxxviii. 2. Spartans had no intention of rejecting a
(2. c. 427.) view of the relations between the different
states so advantageous to, and yet not advanced by, them-
selves; and they assumed the responsibility of the deed
of blood which Thebes’ desire of vengeance cast upon
them. The entire judicial procedure recurred to the first
question ; whether the accused could prove that they had
conferred any advantage upon Sparta and her confeder-

ates: and as it was impossible for any one of them to -

answer this question in the affirmative, all the 200
Platemans, together with the 25 Athenians, were put to
death before the eyes of their foes. The women were sold
as slaves. The city and its territory were delivered up to
the Thebans, who for the present settled in it members of
their party from Megara, or who had formerly been
citizens of Platez.* Later, the entire city, excepting the
sanctuaries, was razed to the ground, and travellers who

# Thuo. iii. 52-68.
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passed that way, found in the desert region no other
dwelling than an inn connected with a temple of Here.
Meanwhile the Spartan fleet, on its flight

(p. 117) from before the Attic guard-ships, ;i SPorians
had drifted as far down as Crete, and only intervention at
gradually reassembled on the Peloponnesian Coreyra.
coast, where a new task awaited it. The Spartans were
desirous of taking advantage of the armaments now at
hand, to throw themselves, at a time when the attention
of Athens was directed to the regions of Asia Minor, with
great rapidity upon the opposite side of the sea, which
was momentarily free from the presence of any hostile
power, with the exception of a squadron of twelve men-
of-war at the naval station of Naupactus. For this
purpose Brasidas was joined in command with the in-
capable admiral at the head of the fleet. It was beyond
a doubt Brasidas who had persuaded the authorities at
Sparta to resolve upon these measures, and who had, for
the same purpose, effected an understanding with the
Corinthians. For the latter again proved themselves the
only Peloponnesian state which pursued a definite policy
with energy and sagacity, and which contrived to make
use of every advantage previously gained. They still
had in their power as prisoners, from the time of the
Epidamnian war, 250 Corcyreans of note; and far from
sacrificing these, after the fashion of the Spartans and the
Thebans, to a savage desire of vengeance, they had used
every endeavor to secure the adhesiog of these men, to
foster in them sentiments of aversion to Athens, and to
point out to them the community of interests between the
Corcyrzans and Peloponnesians, and as soon as they had
felt certain that the prisoners would serve them as instru-
ments of their policy in Corcyra, had dismissed them unhurt.
At the same time, the Corinthians had apprised Sparta
of the political revolution imminent at Corcyra, and had
urgently demanded its support by means of the fleet.
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In Corcyra, in the meantime, the conclu-
afg‘;‘%;"r:ﬂigtﬁ sion of an alliance with Athens had been
Ixxxviii. 2. (8. accompanied by the rise to power of the
¢ 427.) democratic party: a state of things which
increased the energy of the dismissed prisoners-of-war,
who belonged to the families of the wealthy capitalists
formerly in power, and with whose class-interests those of
the Peloponnesians coincided. They went from house to
house, in order to gain over their fellow-citizens; the
whole community became violently agitated ; in all the
strects and squares of the city political questions were
eagerly debated; and when an Attic and Corinthian
trireme simultaneously arrived in port, both with deputies
of their respective states on board, it was resolved, in the
presence of these emissaries, that, although the treaties
with Athens should be kept up, at the same time amicable
relations should be resumed with the Peloponnesians.
The fate of Mitylene had naturally awakened serious
fears, and the citizens of Corcyra were accordingly
extremely anxious to secure the most independent position
possible between the belligerent parties. The measure
resolved upon, however, remained nothing but a half-
measure, which neither admitted of being carried out, nor
was capable of satisfying the partizans of Corinth. They
were accordingly obliged to resort to more stringent pro-
ceedings for overthrowing the party in power. The latter
was headed by Pithias, the prozenus of Athens, who was
a member of the council, and the most influential states-
man at Corcyra. He was accordingly indicted of trea-
sonable intrigues with the Athenians, to whom he wished
to deliver up the island; but he contrived to clear
himself of all suspicions. Nor was he content with this,
but hereupon in his turn attacked five of his wealthiest
fellow-citizens, the leaders of the opposite party, charging
them with having caused timber to be cut in the sacred
woods to serve as poles in their private vineyards. The
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five were sentenced to a fine, and the mitigation for which
they prayed in its payment was refused to them. This
event amounted to a defeat of the entire party, of which
Pithias was resolved to take advantage for the conclusion
of a thorough alliance with Athens, in place of the
previously existing treaties, before the time had arrived
for him to resign his seat in the council. Hereupon his
opponents resorted to measures of violence; armed with
daggers, they took possession of the council-hall, put
Pithias and a great number of his official colleagues to
death, and then appeared before the people to justify their
deed as a necessary way of preserving Corcyra from im-
minent servitude. The ancient policy of neutrality was
now to be revived, and foreign vessels were henceforth
only to be allowed to enter the ports one at & time; and,
simultaneously, the government despatched envoys to
Athens, who were there to give the most favorable colov-
ing to the events which had taken place.

But this rule of terror on the part of the aristocrats,
whose courage rose on account of the presence of the
Corinthian trireme, was of a very brief duration; their
deed of blood could be neither palliated nor buried in
oblivion. The entire civic community separated into two
hostile camps. The nobles occupied the market-place,
which was surrounded by their dwellings and warehouses,
a8 well as the harbor lying opposite the mainland, whence
they expected the arrival of auxiliaries; while the people
occupied the citadel and the other harbor. Either side
secured the services of the slaves, the majority of whom,
however, joined the popular party; while the nobles
strengthened their ranks by mercenaries from Epirus; and
even the women in fanatical frenzy took partin the con-
flict which burst forth in the midst of the city. For the
multitude advanced upon the market-place, which,
together with its vicinity, the aristocrats in self-defence set
on fire. A large amount of mercantile goods was con-
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sumed by the flames, and when the popular party gained
the upper hand, the Corinthians took their departure, and
the mercenary troops retired.

In their place, Nicostratus now arrives with the twelve
triremes and 500 Messenians from Naupactus. By his
desire the civic feud stands still ; the ten instigators of the
revolution, who had already taken flight, are sentenced to
death, and Corcyra received into the Attic alliance. In
order to give security to the democratic government,
Nicostratus declares himself ready to leave behind five of
his ships, taking with him in their place five Corcyrean
vessels. To man the latter, citizens of Corcyra are
sclected, every one of them being known as hostile to the
Athenians. These citizens refuse to go on board, in the
firm belief that nothing is intended short of delivering
them up to the vengeance of the Athenians. They fly
from one sanctuary of religion to andther. The fury of
the populace rises day by day, and the interference of the
Acthenians alone prevents another massacre.

At the moment of this terrible crisis the
fleet of Alcidas and Brasidas at last appears
in sight, intended, according to the plan of the Corinth-
ians, to co-operate in the overthrow of the government of
Corcyra (p. 136). In uncontrollable terror, the citizens
rush on board the ships; without having duly prepared
them for battle, and without a definite plan of operations,
deaf to the advice of the Athenians, they sail out, ship by
ship, to meet the enemy. The consequence was, that the
battle ended unfortunately for them ; thirteen vessels were
captured, and the rest saved only by the fearlessness and
imperturbable calm of Nicostratus, against whom the
Spartans could effect nothing, notwithstanding their vastly
superior numbers. The whole city was filled with terrible
apprehensions, and its situation was indeed critical, in case
Alcidas had sufficient spirit to follow the advice of Brasidas
and immediately attack the city. Instead of adopting

Alcidas.
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this course, the admiral uselessly landed troops on the
southern part of the island, thus losing his golden oppor-
tunity ; for in the following night the fiery signals became
visible which heralded the approach of a large fleet. It
was the fleet under Eurymedon; who immediately upon
the receipt of the news of the events at Corcyra had set
sail from Athens with sixty ships. Hereupon, the sole
anxiety of Alcidas was directed towards safely effecting
his escape, and his hasty retreat finally decided the affairs
of Corcyra.

‘The terrors through which the citizens
had passed now changed with furious rapid- Eng::o?’rﬁ“d'
ity into the most cruel desire of vengeance.
Of the aristocrats who had fled into the Herzum, fifty
were persuaded to appear at a conference, and hereupon
immediately killed ; those who had remained on the sacred
ground put one anfther to death. For seven days the
unchained fury of party hatred raged upon the island,
and rose higher and higher as the effusion of blood con-
tinued ; the savage nature of the islanders displayed itself
in all its grossness, and the participation of so many libera-
ted slaves helped to bring about a spectacle of horror
such as Greece had never before seen. All the evil pas-
gions of human nature were let loose. On the pretence
of punishing anti-popular attempts, all were massacred
upon whom it was possible to cast suspicion ; debtors rid
themselves of their creditors, and children laid hands upon
their fathers. Domestic ties were no longer of avail, and
all religious restraints were at an end. And yet the
popular party was unable to achieve a complete victory,
Five hundred resolute members of the opposite party
entrenched themselves on the mainland, cut off the sup-
plies of the city, and afterwards even made their way
back to the island, burnt the ships, and established them-
selves on the hill of Istone, whence they levied blackmail
upon the flat country around.
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Thus, even this enterprise upon Corcyra,
so cunningly prepared by Corinth, had
resulted in failure in the hands of the
Pcloponnesians, no less than the naval expedition in aid
of Mitylene; on either occasion the right moment had
been missed; in either case nothing but shame had
befallen their arms, and the party upon which Sparta had
founded her hopes had been involved in the utmost misery,
nay, even, to all intents and purposes, annihilated.
Neither had six campaigns on land, notwithstanding the
extraordinary losses inflicted upon Athens by the pesti-
lence, effected aught beyond the destruction of the little
town of Plates. The Spartans had merely incurred a
loss of reputation, and impaired the confidence placed in
them ; all their promises had remained unfulfilled, and all
their exertions ended in failure.*

One result alone of the war admitted of
no doubt, and this was the horribly rapid
progress of the demoralization of the Hel-
lenic nation. All the evil elements of human nature,
hitherto kept in bounds by religion, conscience and reason,
broke forth without restraint or shame. For as the Hellenes
knew of no universal code of humanity, their morality
was principally based upon their political and national
obligations. The feeling of a fraternal tie united all who
spoke the same language, followed the same usages, and
worshipped the same gods, and every Hellene was justi-
fied in expecting nothing but kindness from every member
of his nation. The rupture of this bond undermined the
entire morality of the nation, and took away the basis of
the due observance of duty. The feelings of enmity
which had provoked the war had been fearfully heightened

The results of the
war for Sparta.

Moral results
of the war.

® As to the Corinthian party at Corcyra: Thue. iii. 70. Nicostratus:
€b. 75. Eurymedon : ib. 80. Moral effect of tho party struggles: ¢b. 82 f.
(wioa i3éa xaxoTpowias, xai 1 €imles, od 1 yervaior wAeioTor perixes, kaTayeracdiy
$yarioty).

-
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during its course. The pious abhorrence against shedding
Hellenic blood had been as it were extinguished. Even
when no motive of profit or advantage existed, prisoners
were sacrificed to a pitiless lust of revenge; and, con-
trasted with the acts of the Spartans, who on their inglori-
ous passage along the coast of Asia Minor put to death
defenceless inhabitants, and then after full deliberation
destroyed the entire remnant of a Hellenic community,
and who even endeavored to conceal their shameful viola-
tion of their oaths under the hypocritical forms of legal
and religious proceedings—contrasted with such acts, even

the exasperation of the Athenians at the traitorous revolt -
of their allies assumes the character of an act of human

weakness, while their speedy repentance deserves a kindly -

appreciation.

But henceforth the feelings of mutual enmity extended
in a constantly widening sphere, and the great division
among the Hellenic nation repeated itself in every com-
munity. For although at the beginning of the war the

position of the Spartans was a very favorable one, yet |

they had been anything but successful in securing the full
sympathies of the Hellenes; while, on the contrary, in
every community where any political activity existed, a
Lacedemonian and an Attic party confronted one another
with increasing bitterness. Nor was this opposition con-
fined to political matters alone, but it attracted into its
sphere every other element of hatred, envy, and malice
existing in the communities. all selfish craving, all discon-
tent arising from the ruin of domestic relations; the upper
and the lower classes, the poor and the rich, opposed them-
selves to one another; and the rupture penetrated deeper
and deeper into relations of both a public and domestic
nature, till the parties, formed from motives so manifold,
obscure and half-understood, were arrayed against one
another in so bitter an cnmity, that the interests of the
commonvwealth were completely disregarded in compari-
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gson with those actuating each particular party. The
citizens lost their patriotism; and as the virtues of the
Hellenes were rooted in the public life of the state, the
character of the cntire nation underwent a radical change
—all the more so, inasmuch as the sense of family and
religious obligations was unable to prevent the dissolution
of civil life. Free vent was given to the passions, and
gradually the standard of morality came to be utterly
changed. The virtues of the Hellenes fell into dis-
regard; and what had formerly been admired was now
decried.

Peaceable and cautious habits of mind were now re-
garded as stolid imbecility, moderation as cowardice and
intellectual indolence, reflection as selfishness, conscientious-
ness as foolish simplicity ; but reckless hatred, on the other
hand, as manly courage. Men were esteemed according
to the success attending their undertakings: hence the
violation of promises and deceit met with approval so
long as they advanced the interests of the party; the use
of any and every means was allowed to ambition, and
party association was regarded as a stronger bond of union
than ‘many years of friendship, or than the ties of grati-
tude or blood.

Of this demoralization of society the events at Corcyra
offered a warning example; here the symptoms of the dis-
ease which had seized upon the national life of the Greeks,
and spread like an epidemic from city to city, manifested
themselves in all their fulness; and reflecting minds
among the men of the age were horrified to realize to
themselves the crisis which the history of their nation had
reached. Herodotus* left his work incomplete at this
period since the hopes with which it was undertaken were
so little fulfilled. Thucydides, with firmer spirit, with-

* After the close of B.c. 428 Herod. added nothing more to his work;
Kirchoff, Abf. dt Herod. Gesch. 29.
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stood the sad experiences, and did not shun the melancholy
view which the history of the time was compelled more
and more to present.

After the slow course of military and
naval operations in the first five years of the ,f;x t,‘:,f oar O‘f
war, signs began to show themselves in its 132;“1" 2. (o.c.
sixth summer of ‘more extensive under-
takings and of more decisive events. Either party sought
for new bases of operations, and in either state characters
of superior vigor attained to positions of greater influ-
ence. Sparta recognized the value of Brasidas: Athens
gradually recovered from the effects of the pestilence,
after the latter had once more (in Ol. lxxxviii.. 2: R.C.
427) lain heavy upon the city; and the representative of
the new and bolder spirit which arose was Demosthenes,
the son of Alcisthenes.

Attica owed the fact of being herself spared another
invasion to an earthquake which frightened back the
Peloponnesians already assembled at the Isthmus. These
agitations of the earth affected the whole of Central
Greece, and, particularly in the narrow sounds of the
sea, along the shores of Eubea and the opposite coast,
inflicted manifold damage by causing inundations. The
Peloponnesians, th