Z 8y

MEMOIRS

OF THE

AFFAIRS OF GREECE;

CONTAINING

AN ACCOUNT OF THE MILITARY AND POLITICAL EVENTS,
WHICH OCCURRED IN 1823 AND FOLLOWING YEARS.

WITH
VARIOUS ANECDOTES

RELATING TO -

LORD BYRON,

AND

AN ACCOUNT OF HIS LAST ILLNESS AND DEATH.

BY JULIUS MILLINGEN,

SURGEON TO THE BYRON BRIGADE AT MESOLONGHI, AND TO THE
GREEK ARMY IN WESTERN GREECE, PELOPONNESUS, &c.

LONDON:

PRINTED FOR JOHN RODWELL,
BOND-STREET.

1831,
529






PREFACE. v

have prejudiced the Greek cause; and that
at a time, when Greece was in a situation
of great danger.

These considerations happily exist no
longer; and Greece, free and independent,
has to rely in future on her own exertions,
rather than on the assistance of foreign

nations.

So many accounts have been published
of Greek affairs, that the present attempt
may appear somewhat presumptuous: but
peculiar circumstances having placed the
author in a situation, where he enjoyed
opportunities of acquiring information, of
which others were deprived, he has been
induced to offer these pages to the public
in the hope, that they may be found to
contain some matter, which may be not
only useful in the present day; but de-
cidedly so to the future historian. The
author has been impelled, also, by a de-
sire of giving a decided and official negative
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to certain aspersions on his moral and pro-
fessional character; which would, perhaps,
have been entirely passed over, as unworthy
of notice—since they are founded on any
thing but truth—had he not conceived, that
some persons might be induced to put a
wrong construction on his silence,
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CHAPTER L

Arrival at Corfu—Introduction to Lord Byron—His view of
Greek affairs—Conversation of Lord Byron with Dr. Knox on
religious subjects—Intrigues of the Greek chiefs to acquire
Lord Byron’s favour and confidence.

I ArRIVED at Asso, a small port in the island of
Cephalonia, early in November, 1823, in company
with Baron Von Quass, a Prussian officer of di-
stinction and of considerable merit; Lieutenant Kin-
dermann, who, led by a desire of serving the Greeks,
had given up his commission in the Prussian artillery;
and a young Saxon, of the name of Fels, who was re-
turning to Greece in the hope of avenging the death
of his twin-brother, who had fallen by his side during
the glorious, though unfortunate, affair at Petta.

Being, like many others, bearers of a letter of re-
commendation from the London Greek Committee to
Lord Byron—who, as we were informed, was on the
eve of his departure for Greece—we hastened to Ar-

B
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gostoli, whence we forwarded it to Metaxata, a village
at a few miles’ distance, in which, since his arrival in
Cephalonia, he had taken up his abode.

The next day, Count Gamba, a young nobleman
of Ravenna, who acted as secretary to Lord Byron,
came to inform us, that his lordship had come down
from the country, and desired to see us. We pro-
ceeded accordingly to the Lazaretto, where he re-
ceived us with the greatest affability, exhibiting the
most gentlemanly and elegant manners, bordering
perhaps a little on affectation, but not to be surpassed
by the most finished courtier. After commending
our zeal in favour of the Greek cause, and expressing
his readiness to assist us to the utmost of his power,
he added, that we would not, he trusted, as many had
done, ascribe his prolonged stay in Cephalonia to any
diminution of Philhellenism; he had remained here
because, notwithstanding the repeated assurances he
had received, and the promise he had made of ad-
vancing a loan of twenty thousand dollars, the long-
expected division of the Greek fleet, which was to
raise the blockade of Mesolonghi, had not yet made
its appearance. He also waited for the arrival of the
deputies, which he had engaged the Greek govern-
ment to appoint, in order to negotiate a national loan
in England, wishing to have private conferences with
them on this most important measure. To hasten
their departure, and obtain at the same time a correct
report on the state of things in the Morea, he had
sent to that country Mr. Hamilton Browne, a gentle-
man highly qualified for the task. He flattered him-
self, he could not have acted more in conformity with
the best interests of Greece than he had hitherto
done; and it was his intention, he said, to depart for
that country the moment the objects, he had men-
tioned, should be completely fulfilled.
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indeed every one must, more or less, have experienced,
that the stomach and digestive organs materially
operate on the functions of the mind, this was not
the cause of Lord Byron’s abstemiousness : the real
motive being the fear of becoming corpulent, which
haunted him continually, and induced him to adopt
measures very injurious to his health. I frequently
heard him say, “I especially dread, in this world,
two things, to which I have reason to believe I am
equally predisposed—growing fat and growing mad;
and it would be difficult for me to decide, were I
forced to make a choice, which of these conditions
I would choose in preference.” To avoid corpulence,
not satisfied with eating so sparingly, and renounc-
ing the use of every kind of food, that he deemed
nourishing, he had recourse almost daily to strong
drastic pills, of which extract of colocynth, gam-
boge, scammony, &c. were the chief ingredients;
and if he observed the slightest increase in the size
of his wrists or waist, which he measured with scru-
pulous exactness every morning, he immediately
sought to reduce it by taking a large dose of Epsom
salts, besides the usual pills. No petit-maitre could
pay more sedulous attention than he did to external
appearance, or consult with more complacency the
looking-glass. Even when er negligé, he studied
the nature of the postures he assumed as attentively
as if he had been sitting for his picture; and so much
value did he attach to the whiteness of his hands,
that in order not to suffer ¢the winds of heaven to
visit them too roughly,” he constantly, and even within
doors, wore gloves. The lameness, which he had
from his birth, was a source of actual misery to him;
and it was curious to notice with how much coquetry
he endeavoured, by a thousand petty tricks, to conceal
from strangers this unfortunate malconformation. If
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would let out what had indisposed him so much against
a man, whom he had publicly called his friend ; but
he spoke at last of a letter, in which this friend had
taken the liberty of censuring him rather freely on
the immorality of certain passages of Don Juan; a
liberty which was deemed highly misplaced, and by
a person so excessively touchy as Lord Byron, and
whose vanity, vulnerable on all sides, never over-
looked the slightest offence, was not to be forgiven.
Small reliance, it would appear, is to be placed on
the friendship of poets for each other: like coquettes,
they look with an evil eye at any one of their craft,
who has pretensions to beauty; and the slightest in-
cident of displeasure is sufficient to cause them to
throw off the mask that concealed their enmity.
Among Lord Byron’s books there were very few
poetical works; and, what may appear strange, he did
not possess a copy of his own. Next to the British
poets, those which he read in preference were the
Italian—Ariosto and Dante more especially. With
respect to the ancient classics, he was too indifferent
a scholar to be able to peruse the originals with any
degree of pleasure. He was as partial to the French
prose-writers as he was averse to their poets. He
entertained a singular prejudice against every thing
that bore the name of this nation; and it may be
cited as a proof of the sway, which preconceived
opinions exercised over his mind, that not only he
would never visit any part of France, but purposely
avoided even entering its confines; and absolute ne-
cessity alone could induce him to express himself in
the French tongue. Italian was the language he
used in conversing with foreigners, and he spoke
and wrote it with peculiar purity and elegance. It
has been supposed by many, that Lord Byron was
familiarly acquainted with German literature; and
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this circumstance as incredible ; but the apparent
contradictions, existing in his character, are not the

Duchess of Parma and Piacenza’s desire, and said, that, if he felt
inclined, he would be happy to introduce him. Happening to be
in one of his sullen moods, Lord Byron replied, <1 beg you will
inform her highness that I should have esteemed it an honour to
be presented to the Empress of France; but that I feel, as to a
Duchess of Parma, differently disposed.” And he rode off, leaving
the consul to convey this mortifying message.

During theearlier partof his youth, histhen very limited revenues
were soon exhausted by his extravagant expenses in London, and
especially by his frequenting the gaming-houses. He had bor-
rowed so much from the usurers, that none were to be found
humane enough to advance him any further sum, at whatever
interest he offered. One morning, after a sleepless night, spent
at one of those establishments, in which he had lost all his
money, he heard a coach stop before his lodgings, and soon after
saw a young lady of rank, who had given him proofs of the most
ardent attachment, enter his room. She held a small casket
in her hand, and on depositing it on the table, told him, that
hearing of the pecuniary misfortunes he had met with, and fearing
he might find himself in embarrassed circumstances, she had
brought him all her jewels and money, and requested he would
accept them as proofs of her affection. ¢ Go and take back
with you,” said Lord B. sternly,  your trinkets and money. I
am not a man to be imposed upon by cant ; and you know full
well, that you would never have brought such things to me, had
you supposed me vile enough to accept them.”

Mention being once made before him of the frequent errors of
judgment, into which a person may be led by the appearances of
physiognomy, he observed : “You are young men, and may there-
fore have occasion to derive benefit from this precept of mine:
never give your entire faith to any one whose eyes are gray.”
On its being remarked to him, that his own were of that very
colour, he added : ““Do not think I consider myself an exception
to this, I might say, universal rule: it would have been well for
many, who have had to deal with me, had they been guided by it.”

Lord B. often boasted of his being at heart devoutly aristocra-
tical, and confessed, that he had inherited completely his mother’s
disposition, who, according to him, was perhaps the proudest
woman in England. Want of manners and of respect were faults
which, even in republican Greece, he could never forgive. For
instance, the insurmountable dislike, he professed against Dr.
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less true because they appear singular. Those only,
who lived for some time with him, could believe that
a man’s temper, Proteus like, was capable of assuming
so many shapes. It may literally be said, that at dif-
ferent hours of the day he metamorphosed himself
into four or more individuals, each possessed of the
most opposite qualities; for, in every change, his na-
tural impetuosity made him fly into the furthermost
extremes. In the course of the day he might become
the most morose, and the most gay; the most melan-
choly, and the most frolicsome; the most generous,
and the most penurious; the most benevolent, and
the most misanthropic; the most rational, and the
most childish; the most sublime and elevated in
thought, and the most frivolous or trivial; the most
gentle being in existence, and the most irascible.
His works bear the stamp of his character, and Childe
Harold is no less a faithful picture of him at one
part of the day, than Don Juan is at another.
During my stay at Metaxata I almost daily saw

Meyer, arose entirely from his having observed him, one day, sit
down, without being invited, to Colonel Stanhope’s table, and help
himself to a tumbler of porter. So strong was his aversion to
him on this account, that he expressly forbad his servants ever
to allow him to enter his room ; and during his last illness he
would, on no account, agree to the doctot’s being called into con-
sultation. He often dwelt with peculiar satisfaction on the
numerous quarters of his own pedigree, the extensive ramifications
of the Byron line, and the illustrious individuals, who had borne
the name.

During his last illness, he consented, after some difficulty, to
two extra physicians being called in’; but insisted on my solemnly
promising him, that not a question .should be asked, or a word
uttered in his hearing, during their stay in his room. Accord-
ingly, being apprised of this, after feeling his pulse, inspecting
his tongue, and observing the symptoms, indicated by his bodily
appearance, they immediately withdrew in silence into an ad-
joining apartment: but he fixed me stedfastly all the time, and
once or twice said, ¢ See that you keep your promise.”
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them all into one legion. The discovery of the im-
positions practised upon him by several of the Suliots
did not render his benevolence the less active ; it was,
in his eye, the consequence of Albanian cunning,
grafted on Ionian corruption; and he merely blamed
himself for being so short-sighted, and felt the ne-
cessity of more caution in future. The numerous acts
of charity, performed by him during his stay in Cepha-
lonia, will long endear his name to the inhabitants.
His heart had learnt to melt at others’ woe, for here,
and wherever he went, if mention were made before
him of an unfortunate, he would not rest satisfied till
he had fully relieved his wants.

Although Lord Byron’s house was open to every
stranger, yet the number of visitors was extremely
limited, owing chiefly to the smallness of the circle
of society on this island. The individuals, whom he
received with most pleasure, were Colonel Napier, Dr.
Knox, and Conte Delladecima, a Cephaloniot noble-
man, of considerable shrewdness, sound judgment,
and deep acquaintance with the Greek character.
The first of these gentlemen, who was then at Cepha-
lonia, soon acquired, by his generous and chivalrous
qualities, the entire esteem of Lord Byron. So much
did he value his opinion on Greek affairs, that he
never took a step without previously consulting him;
he submitted to his approbation his future plans, and
modified them according to his directions. During
a tour in Greece, the colonel had made numerous
observations on the military features of the country;
and his political situation in the Ionian Islands
enabled him to form a correct estimate both of the
good and evil dispositions of the Greeks, with whom
he was in daily intercourse, and of the government
and institutions, which befitted their character. Im-
pelled by the desire of consecrating his talents to the
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furtherance of the welfare of this interesting nation,
and yielding to Lord Byron’s entreaties, he shortly
after departed for England, with the intention of
selling his commission and rejoining his friend at
Mesolonghi. Had not Providence disposed other-
wise of events, there can be no doubt, that the co-
operation of these two enlightened individuals would
have conferred the greatest benefits on Greece, and
have materially contributed to the consolidation of
order and liberty.

Dr. Knox, besides possessing considerable talents
as a physician, was also conspicuous for his piety;
and on Lord Byron’s arrival, he confidently under-
took the task of converting him. But he soon found,
notwithstanding the depth of his theological learning,
and the power of his reasoning and his eloquence,
that he was incompetent to elude the sophistry of
his opponent; who, so far from being ignorant of
the Scriptures, as might have been supposed, always
set him right, when he happened not to be accurate
in his quotations from them. The attempt was
accordingly fruitless and unavailing, as far as con-
version was concerned : but, in compliance with the
doctor’s request, and to prove that he was far from
being an enemy to the Christian religion, he under-
took to act at Mesolonghi as agent to the Bible
Society; and, on his arrival there, he piled up at
the entrance of his receiving-room the numerous
Bibles and religious tracts, that had been intrusted
to his care, and seldom neglected to offer copies to
his visitors. Though it may appear singular, it is not
the less true, that he read every day a chapter in the
Bible; andhementioned to us, one evening, his having
just finished the book of Genesis. Indeed, during the
whole of my acquaintance with him, I never heard

c2
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him turn the Christian religion into ridicule: on the
contrary, he frequently confessed, that nothing could
be more unfair than to make derision of those, who
believed in it ; for in this strange world, he said, it
was alike difficult to know what is and what is not to
be believed ; and by many freethinkers doctrines were
laid down, that are as much above human compre-
hension, as the mysteries of revelation themselves.
The news of Lord Byron’s arrival, together with
the exaggerated reports as to the extent of his wealth,
the mighty assistance he was bringing with him to
Greece, and the anticipation of a loan, raised so great
an interest among the mass of its population, that
they almost expected him as a Messiah ; and scarcely
a less lively fermentation was produced among the
chiefs. Each of the numerous parties that, animated
by the demon of discord, were on the eve of plunging
their country into all the horrors of civil war, as well
as many of the principal civil and military characters,
hastened to send to Cephalonia their respective re-
presentatives; or addressed to him letter after letter,
in which, after heaping upon him all the encomiums,
that flattery could suggest, they depreciated or
blackened as much as possible all those, who did not
side with them, while they largely extolled their own
purity of intention and patriotic conduct. Their
cupidity left no intrigue unpractised to defeat the
plans of their rivals, and secure to themselves a friend,
who, as they fondly believed, would prove a help to
their private interests and selfish views of aggrandise-
ment, which was all they cared for. Mavrocordato
had sent his secretary Praidi; and Colocotrone and
Andrea Metaxa had numerous panegyrists on the
island, who hourly rung their praises in his ears.
Anargyri of Athens, deputed by the senate, soon after
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appeared at Metaxata; while Londo reminded the
new-comer of their former acquaintance and friend-
ship.

Much credit is certainly due to Lord Byron for
the prudence which, under these circumstances, cha-
racterised his conduct. He was deaf to the voice of
flattery, and withstood both the allurements of am-
bition and the powerful enticement, which romantic
enterprises could not fail to' exert on his warm ima-
gination. Divesting himself of every preconceived
opinion, he calmly sought to discover, amidst so many
contradictory and unfavourable statements, the path
that would best lead him to the attainment of his wish;
which was the welfare of his newly-adopted country.
His conduct on this occasion appears the more to his
advantage, when contrasted with that of the individual,
whom the Greek Committee judged the most com-
petent to act the part of their agent in Greece, and
best qualified by his judgment to put into execution
the various plans, devised by them, to supply what they
thought the most pressing wants of its population.



CHAPTER 1I1.

Arrival of Colonel Stanhope—German Philhellenes—their dis-
appointment and ill treatment by the Greeks—their distress—
Negotiations for a Ioan—Divisions among the Greek chiefs—
Design of Colocotrone against the government—Lord Byron
defers his departure for the Morea.

Towarps the end of November, Colonel Stanhope
landed at Argostoli. Anxious to reach as soon as
possible the scene of action, he hastened to embark
for Peloponnesus. Before his departure, Lord Byron,
though far from agreeing with him in opinion, rela-
tive to the affairs of Greece, furnished him with let-
ters of recommendation to the Greek government and
to Mavrocordato; which, though highly interesting,
as being the most authentic documents to illustrate
the feelings, which then animated their noble writer,
I shall omit here; the public being already in posses-
sion of them.

By the same ship, which conveyed the colonel from
Ancona to Cephalonia, several poor Greek, Chiot,
and Aivaliot refugees arrived, whose passage had
been paid for by this humane officer, and two Ger-
‘man Philhellenes. Of these two, one was a personage,
already mentioned, of the name of Bellier, who, after
serving several years as a subaltern in a Prussian re-
giment, had been expelled from it. During a first
trip to Greece, where, though he had not heard even
the report of a Turkish gun, he performed, according
to the narrative he published, the most chivalrous ex-
ploits in the kimmelkohen bergen von Acarnanien,
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and, like many others, obtained for his pretended
services the rank of colonel, and was made a knight
of the order of Minerva, which, except in the imagi-
nation of men of his cloth, never existed. These
marks of distinction—the title of marquis, which he
assumed on his way to London, his swaggering lan-
guage and bold assurance—gained him a ready intro-
duction to the Greek Committee, whose confidence
he at length so completely engrossed, that, implicitly
relying on his statements, they were led into num-
berless errors, of which they must afterwards have
bitterly repented : so completely is the judgment of
the wisest men sometimes overruled by their wishes.
His success with the Prussians, whom the Com-
mittee sent out with him to Greece, was not equally
flattering. When the proposal of proceeding to that
country, under the orders of Bellier, was made to
them by its secretary, they formally declared, that,
so far from obeying, they would not even associate
with a man, who bore at home so equivocal a cha-
racter. His companion was a young Bavarian of
the name of Kolbe, who was on his return from
Darmstadt to the Greek Committee, to which place
he had been deputed by the unfortunate remains of
the small regiment, which had been despatched to
Greece from Marseilles in 1822, at the expense of
the German and Swiss Philhellenic committees, who
placed that corps under the command of Cephalas.
Kolbe had been charged to represent to them the
unfavourable reception, his companions in arms had
met with, their complete disappointment in their
fondest expectations, and to pourtray the miserable
and forlorn position, in which they languished at
Anapli, worn out by sickness and privation, and
destitute even of daily bread ; lastly, to solicit from
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the charity of their countrymen the funds, neces-
sary to enable them to leave a country, where their
services were considered as superfluous. It was
truly lamentable, and of most inauspicious augury, to
see the Greeks neglect to avail themselves of so
valugble a present from the German committee, and
not turn to their advantage the military talents and
enthusiasm of individuals who had volunteered so
generously in this corps. Their conduct in this in-
stance speaks volumes against their patriotism. A
corps of two thousand men might have been fully
equipped with the materials brought to Greece on
this occasion ; nothing being wanting, not even the
band. The inlistment of private soldiers was the
only task left to the government; and it was not
unreasonable for Swiss or Germans, judging from
their own feelings, and those which, in like circum-
stances, would animate every nation in Europe, to
expect that the Greeks would vie with one another
for the honour of being the first to join hand in
hand with an establishment, from which their country
might expect to derive the most signal advantages.
Under the guidance of a wise and patriotic admi-
nistration, this regiment might have served as a pre-
paratory school both for Greek soldiers and officers.
It would gradually have spread discipline through
every province, and thus have created a force, owing
to the absence of which the authority of the govern-
ment had been, and still remained, as perfectlyillusory
at home as its efforts were unavailing elsewhere.

As soon as Cephalas’ arrival at Hydra was known
at Anapli, masking their unpatriotic fears under the
apprehension of the danger, that might possibly ensue
from the importation of so many muskets, &c. into a
fortress, the executive sent immediate orders to the
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colonel to place whatever military stores, he had
brought with him in depdt on the island, till the
senate should determine their future employment ;
and he and his officers were directed to proceed to
the seat of government. Arriving there, they pre-
sented themselves to the legislative and executive
bodies, explained the object of their mission, and
commented on the advantages, that would accrue to
the nation from the formation of a disciplined army.
Unfortunately, most of the men, to whom they ad-
dressed their observations, were the very individuals,
who, enemies to good order and the consolidation of
the constitution, had already established themselves
like autocrats in their respective provinces, and
sought, by perpetuating anarchy, freely to indulge
under its auspices their unjust and avaricious disposi-
tions. They had assumed the reins of constitutional -
authority, to keep them out of the hands of the true
patriots; and to thwart the more easily every measure,
which the wiser part of the nation might adopt, for the
purpose of subverting their power, which hung per-
haps more heavily on the neck of the people than even
the Turkish yoke they had just thrown off. In this
state of things, it must occasion little surprise, that
these and so many other Philhellenes of merit were
unwelcome to men, to whom their discourses only
opened more fully the eye of suspicion, already too
much awake. They could not be expected to allow
themselves to be guided by projects which would hasten
their own ruin. Unwilling, barefacedly, to state the
true motives, which influenced their conduct, they as-
sumed the cant of patriotism, and coloured their selfish
fears by the plea of poverty, although they were
rolling in wealth. Indeed, had the booty, found at
Tripolitza, or in any other of the Turkish fortresses,
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preters of their father’s will, instantly listened to their
proposals; and, followed by Nikitas, a man whose
judgment was far short of his bravery, they marched
on the 13th with a considerable corps to Argos.
They unexpectedly entered the place where the
senators were assembled ; but the bold and inflexible
manner in which the bishop of Mistra, Theodore
Vresteni, asked what they meant by daring to present
themselves with an armed force before the representa-
tives of the nation, so disconcerted them, that they
shrunk from the execution of the plan, they had
formed, of apprehending the senators in general, and
laying violent hands on those who had given them
most umbrage. After a few threats and insults they
departed ; but proceeded to the place in which were
the archives of the assembly, of which they took pos-
session. These were, however, speedily recovered
by Capitan Zaccharopoulo, an Argive, who conveyed
them to the house of the bishop we have mentioned,
who was then vice-president of the assembly. For
a few hours the rebels besieged this house; but dis-
union arising among them, they at length withdrew;
contenting themselves with plundering the habita-
tions of the most obnoxious of the members. Per-
ceiving the danger of remaining in a spot, where they
were likely to become the daily sport of an insolent
and lawless soldiery, headed by capitani yet more
barbarous; the senate resolved to remove the next
day to Cranidi, where the population was more in
their favour, and where they would have, in case
of emergency, greater facility for crossing over to
Hydra.

These tidings proved highly annoying to Lord
Byron, and for several days powerfully agitated his
mind. On the one hand, he was apprehensive that,
on the intelligence reaching England, every hope of
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obtaining a loan would thereby be crushed; and,
thus deprived of its only chance of salvation, the
constitutional party would inevitably sink under the
force of military despotism; while he feared, on the
other, that, should the loan be effected before its
arrival, the shadow remaining of government—for it
was only a shadow—might have ceased to exist, and
the reign of anarchy be confirmed ; or, what was no
less to be dreaded, that, on its being known to the
chiefs of Peloponnesus, that pecuniary subsidies had
been received, they would form the resolution, in
order to thwart the plans of the constitutionalists, of
bringing forward each a contingent in men and money,
affording an aid far more considerable than could have
been done by several loans, similar to the one about
to be raised. )

Should any of these events take place, Lord Byron
felt how heavy would be his responsibility to the
British public, for having lent the authority of his
name to a power on the brink of destruction; the in-
validity of whose guarantees, it would be said, he
must himself have been fully aware of at the time;
and it appeared in the sequel, that his apprehensions
were neither gratuitous nor chimerical: for the in-
surrection of the capitani miscarried solely through
an inconceivable avarice, which blinded them to their
most vital interests;. and, strange to say, led them to

* prefer losing the whole of their influence, to risking
for a while a trifling portion of their wealth.

In consequence of the disagreeable intelligence,
brought from the Morea, Lord Byron felt himself
under the necessity of renouncing for the moment his
intentions of proceeding to that country. He could
no longer interfere as a mediator ; for the views of the
contending parties had become too diametrically op-
posite to admit of the slightest approximation; and
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having come to Greece with a very different purpose
from that of taking part in civil war, he wished to
avoid acting openly with the constitutionalists, al-
though he made no secret of his wishes for their
triumph. Thus resolved, Mesolonghi, the only town
in Greece not under the control of the capitani, fixed
his regard; and he determined, on the arrival of the
Greek division In its waters, to cross over to that
town ; and, awaiting the arrival of the loan, put into
execution the various schemes, he had formed for the
general welfare of the country, without giving umbrage
to either party.
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CHAPTER IIL

The author goes to Mesolonghi—Caraiscachi, a Greek chief—
Secret understanding between the Turks and the Albanians—
Customs at funerals—Ithaca—Hostility of Sir T. Maitland and
British agents to the Greeks—Honourable exception afforded
by Colonel Napier—Turkish brig attacked by the Greeks—
Great sums of money on board—The crew saved.

O~ the 8th of December I left Argostoli for Me-
solonghi, accompanied by Caraiscachi, who, regard-
less of the state of his health, and the danger to
which he exposed it by undertaking so long and so
fatiguing a journey, at the very worst period, too, of
the rainy season, could no longer control his impa-
tience of revenge; having just heard of the numerous
persecutions his rival Rangos had inflicted on his
adherents in the province of Agrapha. He vented
the bitterest rage against the Greek government, by
which his adversary had been authorised to dispos-
sess him of a province, he considered as his legitimate
conquest ; as he had driven out the Turks who oc-
cupied it, long before the above power existed, with
no other aid than the valour of his own followers.
'The chief complaint, which the government had to
allege against him, and in fact against every capitano
of the provinces on the borders, was their treacher-
ous conduct towards their own countrymen, and the
friendly footing on which they stood with the enemy,
the Albanians. These two races of Turks having,
from their youth upwards, lived in the closest in-
timacy, had become familiar with each other’s habits
and language, and were enemies only in appear-
ance. A tacit agreement existed between them not
to oppose one another’s depredations; and in several
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instances they even protected their respective pro-
perties, and gave proofs of attachment, that made
them forgetful of the duties, they owed both to their
nation and their religion. As one instance of this,
out of many others, might be mentioned the intimate
friendship, which reigned between the Governor of
Prevesa, Bekir Giocadore, and Zonga, capitani of
the district of Xeromero. Whenever the Albanian
wished to preserve his flocks from the rapacity of the
troops encamped in the neighbourhood of Prevesa,
he sent them to his friend, who never failed to re-
ceive and punctually to return them; and when the
slightest apprehension of an invasion of Acarnania
prevailed, Zonga placed, in the same manner, all his
~ cattle in safety, by sending them to Vonitza, where
they continued to graze undisturbed till the danger
was over. Andrea Isco, Stornari, Liacata, Frankala,
&c. had sold their patriotism to the enemy; so that
whenever his armies prepared to invade continental
Greece, or to retire after an invasion, the passes were
constantly left open ; and they were, for this reason,
ironically denominated, by the soldiers, Dervendjees.
By these acts of treachery they brought incalculable
evils on their countrymen, who trusted to the fair
promises they made, and which they never failed to
violate.

So wonderful, sometimes, is the stimulus imparted
by the passions to the body, that Caraiscachi, who, a
moment before, could with difficulty crawl about his
room, now mounted his horse, and was himself again.
His dark scintillating eye, though deeply sunk in its
socket, attested, by its fierce glances, that, reduced
as he was outwardly, his mind remained the same.
The folds of a yellow ceshmeere, twisted negligently,
in the Albanian manner, round his head and the
sides of the face, gave to his sallow and emaciated

D2
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physiognomy a grim—1I might almost say, a fiend-
like—expression.

During our excursion I witnessed, for the first
time, a custom which I afterwards found prevalent
throughout Greece. Two young women sat on a
rock overlooking the road, rending the air with the
most shrill and piercing screams, and each tearing
her dishevelled hair, lacerating her face with her
nails, and with clenched fists striking her breast.
They were the very picture of despair, rendered
more impressive, perhaps, by the wild and solitary
scenery around. Moved as I was myself, I observed
an indifference in my fellow-travellers for which I
could not account. On asking the Cephaloniot, who
accompanied our mules, what could occasion the cries
of these unfortunate women, he coolly replied that
they were bewailing the death of their mother, who
had died a few days before. As long as the season
of mourning lasts, custom, it seems, obliges the fe-
male relatives of the deceased to meet at intervals,
which gradually become more and more distant, and
thus publicly express their grief. Every district has
its peculiar chant; some of which are exceedingly
affecting and melancholy, while others resemble ra-
ther the yelping of jackalls than the cries of human
beings. The Mainots content themselves, after ap-
proaching the corpse, with crying three times, with
a loud plaintive voice, Adelphe! adelphe! adelphe!
which, after a few minutes of silent contemplation,.
they sigh out again, and, after impressing the last
kiss of friendship, depart. The Suliot women gather
round the coffin, and rehearse by turns the principal
actions of the life of the deceased.

On our arrival at St. Euphemia we were kindly en-
tertained by Mr. T. Caraiscachi, who took a pleasure
in relating to us how he had acquired the various rich
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spoils, which he then happened to wear. Hisdiamond
ring was valued at upwards of 1500 Spanish dol-
lars; his shawl and furred mantle had belonged to a
Turkish aga, whom he had killed while returning to
Larissa with the produce of the caratch and other
taxes, that he had collected in the districts of Livadia,
Agrapha, and Carpeniri. Far from concealing his
birth, he boasted of being a bastard as of a title, giving
superior claims. Possessing considerable wit and hu-
mour, he detailed, in the most ludicrous manner, the
intrigues and adventures of his mother and supposed
. father. He had spent the earlier part of his youth
at the court of Ali Pasha, where he became an adept
in all the vices of that corrupt school; and had for
several years served among the Armaloles, till, tired
of that, he preferred depending on his own devices;
and made himself chief of a band of Kleftes, that
soon became the terror of Epirus and all the moun-
tainous districts of continental Greece. He united
to courage and boldness a penetration and cunning
seldom surpassed ; and possessed so perfectly the talent
of profiting by circumstances, that while no Kleftis
was more enterprising than himself, none also was
more fortunate. He had not the most distant idea of
the meaning of liberty ; confounding it with anarchy,
He ridiculed the idea of Greeks aiming at the esta-
blishment of a regular government; and invariably
spoke of it in the most scurrilous terms.

After staying here a day, we crossed over to Ithaca,
and landed at the foot of a mountain called Aito.
The old woman, who accompanied Caraiscachi, and
who had attended him during his illness, lighted a

“fire, and after spreading a napkin on the pebbles, in
a few minutes prepared us some food. Her withered
cheeks and forbidding looks reminded me forcibly of
the old hag, that Gil Blas met with in the robbers’
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cavern; and her employment for many years had, in
fact, been in no small degree similar.

Hardly had we terminated our meal, when the
female porters, that had been sent from Valhi to
convey our luggage, appeared. Proceeding on our
journey, after climbing a steep woody ascent, we
saw, to the left, a hill, on which are the ruins of
the palace and city of Ulysses. This part of what
were once the dominions of this crafty chieftain is
little favoured by nature: it consists almost entirely
of barren mountains, affording scarcely sufficient sus-
tenance to a few goats. The modern capital, named,
probably from its position, Valhi, is soon after seen,
situate close to the beach at the end of the bay, which
forms one of the best harbours in the Ionian islands.
The land is cultivated with much industry, and
produces currants, from which a wine is made that,
in appearance and flavour, may vie with port, and
is considered by the faculty, on the neighbouring
continent, as excellent for convalescents. Captain
Knox, the English resident, was carrying into exe-
cution the instructions, he had received, to mac-
adamize the roads of this island ; but bitter com-
plaints on this account were made here, as in the
other islands, by its narrow-minded inhabitants, who,
accustomed from infancy to bad roads, preferred sub-
mitting to the greatest inconvenience, rather than pay
contributions, or work for an object, of which they
did not perceive the immediate necessity. Constraint
alone can rouse the Ionians from the apathy and lazi-
ness, which their former rulers, the Venetians, along
with their other vices, have entailed upon them.

There existed, however, it must be owned, causes
of complaint, better founded than this to justify the
discontent of the Ionians against the English. I
refer to the hostile spirit, manifested by Sir T. Mait-
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Jand, from the breaking out of the Greek revolution,
against their brethren on the continent. The in-
human manner in which they had frequently seen
them treated, and the rancour and animosity, with
which he constantly spoke and acted against them,
did not fail to render him still more odious in their
eyes. The different residents (Colonel Napier only
excepted), the more to ensure the favour of the lord
high commissioner, servilely aped the harshness of
his behaviour, or rather, ¢ out-heroding Herod,” vied
with each other which, by petty vexations, should
prostitute most every honourable feeling, and give
the best proof of his hatred to the Greeks. The
wiser part of the Ionian population was aware of
the propriety and necessity of observing in this con-
flict a strict neutrality, and could not but approve
of many of the measures taken to restrain within
proper limits the enthusiasm of their countrymen,
and prevent their joining the Greeks; but when
they heard the sons cf liberty offering up vows for
the triumph of Turkish despotism, they were unable
any longer to contain their indignation.

Two days after my arrival in Ithaca, an event took
place, that worked so powerfully on the islanders as
to put an end to all dissimulation, and the interest
they felt for the success of their compatriots at once
burst forth. Before daybreak a brisk cannonade was
heard in the direction of the Scrofes; and as soon as
a report came that the Greek fleet had engaged
some Turkish vessels, the whole population rushed
up the mountain, close to the town, commanding a
view of the whole coast of Acarnania, Atolia, and
the cluster of islands, down to the entrance of the
Gulf of Patras. The engagement was between a
Turkish brig of twenty-two guns and ten Greek
vessels, which had arrived during the night off the
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found wounded, and the wounds of most of them
were of the most terrible description. Among the
dead were several persons of distinction, of whom the
most conspicuous was the Divan Effendi, or privy
councillor of Youssouf Pasha.

Early the next morning Captain Knox sent to
request me to call upon him. After stating the
melancholy situation of these poor wretches, he told
me that, for several reasons, he could not send any
of the native practitioners to attend them; and as
Mr. Scott, the surgeon of the garrison, was absent,
he had no resource but in me for the performance of
this duty of humanity. I complied with his request
without a moment’s hesitation ; and having furnished
myself with what would be necessary on the occasion,
repaired immediately to the lazaret. Never can I
forget the impression, my appearance produced on
these men !” The sullen gloom of despair, pictured on
their countenances, gave way to the smile of hope;
and subsequently, by signs more eloquent than words,
they testified the gratitude they felt for the atten-
tions, I bestowed upon them. No pleasure can sur-
pass what is experienced by a medical professor under
such circumstances.

In the afternoon a Turk of note, an emir, for-
merly Cadi of Tripolitza, who the day before had
been left on the beach for dead, was brought into
the lazaret; and the ghastly features of death seemed
indeed to be portrayed in his countenance. Being
seated among his countrymen, he feebly articulated
the word #siboug, a pipe; and it was no sooner
brought him, than he seized it with both hands, and
swallowed its smoke with the same greediness that
a man, famished by thirst, would drink water., By
degrees he gathered new life: the most generous
cordial could not have produced a more reviving
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effect. A second and a third pipe having been
brought to him and smoked, he began to feel the
calls of hunger and thirst, and asked for medical
assistance. After securing the yet oozing arteries,
I dressed his wounds; and I had some time after-
wards the satisfaction of hearing, in Asia Minor,
that Hussein Aga, perfectly recovered, was filling at
Aleppo the same dignity he enjoyed at Tripolitza.
The pipe is to a Turk a panacea both for mental and
bodily sufferings; and during the several operations,
I had to perform on this and other occasions on
Mussulmen, the patients invariably had recourse to it
as an anodyne, affording the best alleviation under
whatever pain. I devoted two days to these unfor-
tunate beings; and on the morning of the third, after
I had dressed their wounds for the last time, they
were embarked for Prevesa.
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CHAPTER 1IV.

Caraiseachi—Calamo—Bozzari and Suliots—Arrival at Meso-
longhi—Description of the town and its environs—Various
expeditions of the Turks against it without success—Heroic
exploit of Marco Bozzari—Siege of Anatolico.

CaraiscacHI, whose good opinion I had forfeited
by giving assistance to Turks, informed me, that for
the present he should prosecute his journey no farther,
but remain at Ithaca for a few weeks, his wife and
daughter having just arrived. From the caloyero,
who had accompanied them and brought him a por-
tion of his treasures, he learned that Rangos had
withdrawn his troops from Agrapha. Impatient of
reaching Mesolonghi, I instantly embarked for Ca-
lamo, where I was given to understand I should find
a ready conveyance, as the numerous Mesolonghiot
families, that during Scondra Pasha’s invasion had
.repaired thither, were now returning to their native
town. Favoured by a strong wind, miserable as was
the boat in which I had embarked, we reached the
island in less than two hours. N

Calamo is a small barren island about ten or twelve
miles in circumference. Owing to its vicinity to
continental Greece, from which it is distant only
four or five miles, and being without the Turkish do-
minions, it afforded, at all times, a temporary asylum
to. the persecuted Greek, and sheltered him alike
from the fury of his tyrants, and the avenging arm of
justice. This, and a smaller island contiguous to it,
were usually inhabited by a few shepherds, employed
in tending the flocks, sent thither by the Cephaloniot
noblemen, to whom both belonged. During the in-
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vasion of Omer Pasha, in 1822, so considerable a
number of families took refuge on it, that they drew
the attention of the Ionian government, which, with-
out exposing itself to shame, could not refuse pro-
tection to the many defenceless women and children
who implored its pity. Accordingly Captain Crum-
mer was sent, in 1823, from Corfu with a small de-
tachment, and immediately on his arrival the British
flag was unfurled amidst the acclamations of this timid

multitude.
It would have been difficult to have selected a

person better qualified, by his benevolent and ac-
tive mind, to prove useful on this spot of land, which,
though narrow in itself, might on this occasion be
deemed an extensive field of philanthropy. The
number of refugees amounted to eight or ten thou-
sand helpless individuals, who, obliged to live under
huts similar to kennels, had been deprived of most
of the necessaries of life. Like a father to the
colony, the captain constructed roads, .mills, ovens,
houses, hospitals, and, to fhe best of his power, ad-
winistered to their respective wants. Every family,
as they returned from the island, fmplored a tholf-
sand Dblessings on his head; and in reward of his
watuous conduct, let us hope that the prayers of
s orphan and destmfte suppll.ants were not dl.s.
gl ! What contrlbt.lted still farther to gain
Wi the osteem and gratli.:udf: of the qreeks was

av wal he displayed in bringing to punishment an

vt of the name of Mangiavino, and the manner

ot he repuired the wrongs of those, v»:ho had

he iniquitous rapacity of this man.
wonths this individual had been em-
D lealth-office to examine ar_xd keep a
N 2w who arrived from the continent and‘
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ho might labour under any pesti-
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lential disorder. Availing himself of his situation,
he exacted in the name of the commandant presents
or money from every comer; which those who had
the means paid; but crying bitterly at the same time
against the inhospitality of the English, while those
who had not, were inhumanly repulsed and prohibit-
ed to land. As every one thought that he was an
agent of Captain Crummer, no complaint was made
against him; but the captain having at length a sus-
picion of his proceedings, a search was ordered to be
made in his house, when a number of rings, diamonds,
and other valuable trinkets were found in it, besides
a much larger sum of money than he could be sup-
posed lawfully to possess. On the public crier in-
viting every one who, before landing, had given any-
thing to Mangiavino to wait on the commandant to
specify it, the whole infamy of hisconduct was brought
to light, and he was condemned by the tribunals to
five years of hard labour.

I here renewed acquaintance with Nothi Bozzan,
who, impatient to revenge the death of his beloved
nephew, Marco, was waiting for an occasion to cross
over to Mesolonghi with a chosen body of Sulipts,
whom he had collected in different parts of the Ionian-
islands. Though upwards of sixty years of age, he
retained all the vigour and agility of youth. His frame
of body was taller and stouter than that of Suliots
in general, who, like all mountaineers, are short,
and of a spare habit. His gait was noble and grace-
ful, and his appearance extremely imposing. His
physiognomy was a true picture of his character; the
principal features of which were dissimulation, cun-
ning, penetration, and pride. He expressed himself.
with the fluency and dignity natural to every Greek ;
few chiefs surpassed him in the gift of persuasion; and
innegotiations, assemblies, or conventions, he digplayed
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all the talents of Albanian diplomacy. Yet he ranked
low in the esteem of his countrymen, who, soldiers
from the instant they could lift & musket, cared little
about oratory, and thought all ideas superfluous, that
had not war for their theme. In one quality in
particular, which they prize most, that of personal
courage, he had always been deficient; and accord-
ingly he was deemed by them fitter to act as one of
the primates than as a general. On waiting upon
him, I found him surrounded by his family. His
wife and two daughters answered exactly to the
Samnite women, described by Horace : born to serve
their lords, they performed the most menial offices,
and waited at table, as well on the capitano as on his
men. Nothing can exceed the simplicity of a Greek
table in general. The primitive race could scarcely
have lived more frugally. A few olives and some boiled
horbs supplied the wants of the guests. My admira-
tion of the abstemiousness of Nothi might have con-
tinuod, had 1 not an hour after met the old man at

‘aptain Crummer’s table, where, according to the
riles of the Albanien Galateo—I presume in order
to prove to his host how sensible he was of the
honour of his invitation—he devoured with voracity
the varlous portiona to which he was helped. From
that day I hegan to question, whether the abstemious-
ness of the Greeks depended on a frugal taste or an
economical turn of mind j and I afterwards constantly
remarked, that whenever he met with a dainty morsel
at another's table, he was sure to have ‘“a corner
kept for it.”” Be this as it may, it is certainly of
immense advantage to possess a stomach so accom-
modating as to be able to bear, unhurt, the extremes
both of temperance and gluttony. No English sol-
dier, it is certain, could endure on this account the
Greek guerilla warfare.
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soft, these field-pieces, in case of an action, would
soon have sunk so deep in the mud as to preclude
the possibility of using them. The only guards were
a few fishermen, whose looks exhibited little of a
martial appearance, and their occupation still less,
for they were busily employed in curing the fish and
roe of the kephalo and laviachi (avyorapayo), for which
Mesolonghi had always been celebrated.
Mesolonghi, before the revolution, consisted of
about eight hundred scattered houses, built close to
the sea-side, on a marshy and most unhealthy site
scarcely above the level of the waters, which, a few
centuries ago, must have covered the spot, as may be
judged from the nature of the soil, consisting of de-
composed sea-weeds and dried mud. Disagreeable,
however, as this spot is, it was chosen, no doubt, for
the convenience of its inhabitants, who lived entirely
on the produce of the extensive fisheriesand salt-works
in the immediate neighbourhood ; while to the nature
of its position is to be ascribed the celebrity, it has
obtained during the present warfare, as holding the
first rank in the annals of regenerated Greece. With
the exception of eight or ten individuals, who had
acquired a fortune elsewhere, the population of Me-
solonghi, which amounted to about three thousand
souls, was exceedingly poor. ‘The numberless vexa-
tions of Ali Pasha’s vaivode absorbed so great a por-
tion of the fruit of thelr Industry, that though the
country around wan lilghly produetive, and they could
roalizo money by exporting to the Ionian islands,
to Putras, and other places, fish-roe, the favourite
uadragesimal food of every arthodox Greek,—and
the consumption of this article was so great as to
keep in constant aotivity hetween twenty and thirty
small vexsels,—they in 4 manner starved in the midst
of plenty.  Men wha, ufter much labour, can barely
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before Anatolico, the whole of his efforts had suc-
ceeded only in destroying a few miserable houses,
began seriously to reflect on his position, and to ap-
prehend the dangers, that were now daily gathering
round his army. The wintry rains, which in these
regions last uninterruptedly for three months, had
already begun. In a few days the Achelous, the
Evenus, and indeed every river and pass would be-
come impracticable; laying aside the possibility of
wintering in the marshy neighbourhood of the
besieged town, where the troops could receive no
provisions either for themselves or horses. Remote
from his own pashalick, he could not rely on the
assistance of Omer Pasha, his secret enemy ; nor would
the Greek bands leave the passage free for his convoys.
Discontent already prevailed among the Albanians;
their complaints became hourly louder and louder;
and their chiefs felt compelled to represent to him,
that a timely retreat only could save the army from
ruin; and that if he delayed any longer, he would
expose the troops to suffer the same losses as Omer
Pasha had the year before. On the 30th of No-
vember, the whole army, therefore, was in march;
and as soon as intelligence of this event reached
Omer Pasha, he was unable to refrain the joy it oc-
casioned him, but appeared frantic with delight.
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meliots superfluous for the defence of the peninsula.
They desired, therefore, not to be troubled by claims
for pecuniary assistance from any other quarter. They
asserted, that the spoils of the Turks of Continental
Greece were amply sufficient to carry on the war in
that country; that the revenues of the islands of the
Archipelago were sufficient to defray the expenses of
the fleet ; and with some justice they contended, that
it was very unfair, that those, who were so loud in
requiring sacrifices from others, should be allowed
to hoard up the immense treasures, of which’several
had possessed themselves after the insurrection.

The other party, which consisted of the majority
of the inhabitants of Western Greece, owed their
chief support to the islanders. Having no reason
to be dissatisfied with the Turkish government,
whose authority over them consisted merely in re-
ceiving annually the capitation-tax, they lived com-
pletely independent, governed by their own magi-
strates, and engaged in a lucrative commerce; yet
they nobly sacrificed their interests to join their
countrymen, and assist them in throwing off the
yoke. After having been the principal instruments
in the liberation of Peloponnesus, in the annihila-
tion of the enemy’s attempts, in the reduction of
Anapli, Navarino, Monemvasia, &c. they had assu-
redly some well-founded claims to share the reve-
nues, necessary to defray the expenses of the fleet.
Willing, as they had ever shown themselves, to ex-
pose their ships and lives in the defence of their
country, the barren rocks, they inhabited, afforded
no means of subsistence to the sailor. He counld, in
fact, no more exist without the pecuniary assistance of
his peninsular brethren, than the latter could remaim
quict possessors of their country without the pre-
sence of a vigilant navy.
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Voutier’s Memoirs. The best judgment on this
work is contained in the following anecdote, related
to me by Mavrocordato. On Voutier’s return to
Greece, Mavrocordato requested him to favour him
with a copy of his Memoirs. Anxious to see in
what manner his conduct, during the siege of Me-
solonghi, had been represented; he hastened to con-
sult the chapter, which relates that event, when, to
his great surprise, he perceived that the whole of it
had been torn out. The next day, on meeting the
author, he asked him why he had given him so im-
perfect a copy. After stammering for a while, he
replied : ¢ As there are, in the chapter you allude to,
some slight exaggerations, which I thought necessary
to insert, in order to place the cause of Greece under
a more favourable light, I took the liberty of re-
trenching those leaves; fearing you might blame me
for having allowed my Philhellenism to get so much
the better of my veracity.” <If,”” answered Ma-
vrocordato, ¢ your conscience has, since your return,
become so sensitive; I am surprised that you have
not begun to revise your work altogether. For that
chapter, I am sure, could not contain more lies than
the rest.” '
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but because he hoped to add fresh laurels to the
crown, which Greece had there bestowed upon him.
The fleet did not second his impatience, nor that of
the Mesolonghiots; for several weeks elapsed before
the sailors could be prevailed upon to put to sea;
refusing to depart, till they received three months’
pay in advance. Not one of the wealthy capitani or
primates of Peloponnesus, or of the islands, notwith-
standing the danger which threatened Mesolonghi,
would advance the 20,000 dollars which were re-
quired. Seeing this, a foreigner, Lord Byron, more
alive than themselves to their own interests, sup-
plied the sum upon his own credit.

I found the prince on a divan, on which sat, cross-
legged, several of the Roumeliot capitani; whom,
immediately after his arrival, he had convoked to a
general assembly. Numerous servants, armed with
silver pistols and yataghans, waited on the company.
They presented them with coffee and pipes, observing
precisely the same ceremonial as the Turks; or with
the hand, folded on the breast, they stood expecting
their masters’ commands. As Mavrocordato was
busily occupied in conversation with the capitani, I
had leisure to observe his physiognomy. The en-
semble of his head was excessively fine, being very
large in proportion to his body; and its bulk was not
a little increased by his bushy jet black hair and pro-
digious whiskers, His thick eye-brows and huge
mustachios gave a wild, romantic, expression to his
features, which could not but produce a striking
effect on a stranger. The expression of his phy.
swgnomy was that of a clever, penetrating, ambitious
man. His large Asiatic eyes, full of fire and wit,
were tempered by an expression of goodness. His
looks had not, perhaps, sufficient dignity; for they
had a kind of indecision, and timid flutter, which

F
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through his incapacity, and partly owing to the jea-
Jousy of others, he met with the severest repulses.
Perhaps, he might, considering their profound igno-
rance, combine the plan of a campaign better than
Tost capitani : yet he was, certainly, the worst man
to execute it. The greatest fault in his character,
‘and the cause of incalculable evils both-te his coun-
try and to himself, was a total want of firmness. He
was incapable of pronouncing ““mo.” Had the in-
flexible sternness, the bold unalterable resolution of
-a Cromwell, made part of his character, how many
just reproaches might he have avoided! Indiscrimi-
mately liberal in promises, his performance was as
invariably nothing. This changed many of his
friends into enemies. Whatever deficiencies, how-
“ever, may be laid to his charge, it must in justice be
conceded, that, unlike most of his countrymen and
foreigners, who came to Greece in quest of wealth
and distinction, he sacrificed the whole of his fortune
in the service of his country. He was, indeed, oc-
casionally so distressed, as to be unable to provide for
his daily expenses. In the most favourable circum-
'stances he displayed the greatest disinterestedness;
‘his patience and resignation in the most trying situa-
tions were exemplary; a constant friend to geod
‘order, he invariably pursued what he believed to be
most advantageous to the general welfare; so that if
‘he erred, his errors are, in ne instance, to be at-
tributed to sordid ambition er badness of heart. How
‘often, too, has he been disappointed in his best en-
deavours by the lawlessness of barbarians; and even
by the jealousy of the more enlightened Greeks and
Philhellenes themselves; on whom he relied most for
‘the execution of his plans, and the success of his
efforts!

. An-immense concourse of strangers now filled the
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streets, bazaars, and coffee-houses of Mesolonghi,
The soldiers alone ameunted almost to four thou-
sand; as the capitani of the different provinces of
Western Greece had- ostentatiously brought with
them the greater part of their followers. I observed,
with much displeasure, the haughtiness and harsh-
ness with which these men treated the unarmed in-
habitants of Mesolonghi; for I little expected to meet
despotic principles in a nation, that had so lately
proclaimed liberty and equallty They denominated
their fellow-citizens by the ignominious appellatlon
of rayas, in contradistinction to themselves, who in
their estimation, alone enjoyed the privilege of being
Hellens. They went further, and even proceeded
to exact from this oppressed people the same menial
services, which they themselves had formerly been
compelled to pay to the Turks. - Helot-like, the un-
fortunate peasant and citizen were obliged humbly
to submit to the insolence of their masters: there
existing no authority to redress their wrongs, the
capitani being foremost in setting the disgraceful
example.

Nothing could exceed the proud and ostentatious
manner, in which these chiefs conducted themselves.
In the minutest actions, they aped the pomp and
haughtiness of the pasha; and, unfortunately, all their
ideas of justiee, administration, and civil liberty, were
Turkish. What hopes could inspire men, who pro-
posed to themselves similar models for imitation?
Whenever a capitane went out, the following was the
order of his march: two chiaushes, or police-officers,
opened it; followed by the mpororahuip. or aide-de-
camps; next appeared the yvxovwo, thus named as
dearest to his soul; three or more lads handsomely
dressed with their loose tresses floating over the shoul-
ders, bearers of their master’s silver-cup, pipe, and
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tobacco-bag. Then came the capitano himself, in a
magnificent Albanian costume, which, in gala days, is
of velvet, embroidered with gold; the right hand on
his silver-gilt pistols; the left shoulder occupied in
supporting his hanging ¢howxara. He then theatri-
cally strutted along the streets, throwing contemp-
tuous glances at all who passed by; each of his steps
accompanied by the argentine sounds of his silver
chains and yaqar.. At a respectful distance followed
his train, seldom composed of less than fifty soldiers*.

Accustomed as I had been, before and after my
arrival at Mesolonghi, to hear constant mention made
of the extreme poverty of the Greeks, I felt not a

* I had the curiosity to ascertain the cost of the silver arms
and ornaments, supposed to be necessary to complete the dress of
an Albanian. The following is the result of my inquiries:

Dollars,
A silver mounted gun . . . . 100
A pan‘ of silver mounted plstols . . . 40
A pair of cartridge boxes . . . . 30
" A govoexhut, or box for pistol cartridges . . 15
A pedovAhapt, narrow box . . 4
Five buckles for fastemng around the walst the m)\ahxz,
or leathern pouch in which the pistols, yataghan, &e. } 8
are worn .
Yataghan, with sxlver sheath and handle . 25
Ramrod for pistols (yapft) (it often contains a dirk) 3
Knife with silver chain 3

A xatpall, or small box with the image of St. George
embossed on its outside. It contains relics and amulets

against fascination. It is worn on the right side, and 6

is suspended by a silver chain across the chest
An Albanian sword with silver sheath . . . 30
Eight buckles for knees and ankles . . . 16
Four ditto for the sandals ({apovxia) . . . 4
284

The clothes cost no less than a hundred dollars; often twice,
and sometimes even thrice, that sum.
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little surprised at first to see the most profuse display
of handsome silver arms and valuable military orna-
ments, on those very individuals, who were loudest
in their complaints. But I soon came to the con-
clusion, that either the Greeks were not in so critical
a position, or their pecuniary means not so exhausted
as they represented ; or that every spark of patriotism
was extinct among them. I recollected the generous
manner, in which the citizens of almost every nation
in Europe have, during public emergencies, spon-
taneously offered their jewels, silver, plate, nay, even
their entire fortune, to assist their country. Ithought
too of the noble enthusiasm that animated, a few years
ago, in Prussia even the females; and induced them to
consecrate to the maintenance of the army their most
precious ornaments; and, with a noble pride, to re-
place them with iron. I expected the same sacrifices
from the sons of Greece; not knowing yet, that slavery
had left in their hearts no other feelings than those
of the most absolute egotism.



CHAPTER VII,

Mavrocordato opens the sittings of the General- Assembly—Hls
speech—Propositions—Manner in which the proposmons are
. treated—Address of the assembly to the government.

. ON the 23d of December, O. S., Mavrocordato
opened the sittings of the general assembly by the
following speech. I have given a translation of it,
to enable the reader to judge for himself, of the
sentiments that animated this most unjustly abused
patriot; and of his talents as an orator.

¢ Gentlemen,

¢ Unbounded as was my joy, on treading the soil
of Western Greece, to learn that your patriotic efforts,
your resolution and courage, had defeated all the plans
of the enemy; forcing his numerous army, which
threatened not only to swallow up this part of Greece,
but also to invade the Peloponnesus, to abandon with
loss and shame the confines of liberated Greece; no
less great is that which I, this day, experience in
seeing myself in the midst of so numerous an assem-
bly. I cannot but entertain the liveliest hopes, that
it will give birth to many important consequences.
For I can affirm, it has spontaneously taken place;
owing to the persuasion, felt by the inhabitants of
this country, of the necessity of meeting, to examine
the state of things in the different prefectures; to
inquire into their respective wants; and to deliberate
on the mode of providing for them. Led by these
motives, since you have with one mind felt the ne-
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cessity of consulting, in order to discover what is
most advantageous and most useful to the public, I
doubt not, but that the good results of your assembly
will be general, and will correspond to the intention
you had in view, when you proposed coming together.

¢ If it be often difficult for two or three individuals
to agree in their opinions, this is certainly yet more
so in a numerous assembly. But that harmony, which
has for its basis the impartial examination of what
concerns the public weal, far from being detrimental,
proves on the contrary of the greatest utility. It
leads to the discovery of what is most useful, the end
aimed at by every one, when, as above observed, the
principal object is an unprejudiced inquiry after truth.
That, which gives rise to the most injurious conse-
quences, and which not only you must avoid, but
rectify, should it exist amongst you, is the spirit of
discord ; the exacerbation of your passions, and the
concerns of civil broils. Against these you must
establish, as the only safe and desirable barrier, union,
impartiality, and brotherly harmony. '
~ «] deem it superfluous to enumerate the manifold
evils, to which similar discords may give birth; or to
quote instances from history; when we have the ex-
amples before our eyes. May what we have hitherto
suffered serve us as a lesson! I shall venture, how-
ever, to say, that fearless as I have ever been of the
enemy’s forces, which experience has demonstrated
we were competent to repel, and which, in future,
we may yet more confidently set at defiance, I ever
dreaded the consequences of our internal dissensions;
because I have in reality seen, that they produce more
evils than the efforts of the eremy, were they even
double what they are. I am net single in holding
this opinion. This apprehension has not been felt
by me alone, Many wise men, all the friends of
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flow all our evils. Union alone can put an end to
them, and as soon as harmony shall reign among all
true patriots, then will the rest be remedied as soon
as the necessary loan shall have been contracted.

“ As for me, gentlemen, in compliance with your
demand to the Chief Government, to send me here,
in order to settle the affairs of this part of Greece, I
now find myself before you. I am bound to confess to
you, that I am not aware of what utility my presence
can be, if true union and friendship do not reign
amongst you. Whatever good may arise, it will not
be derived from me; but from your resolution of
carrying it into execution. If you are united, you
are, of yourselves, competent to do it ; but neither
I, nor any one else, can prove useful to you, should
you be disunited.

¢« It is perhaps necessary, I should make a few
observations on a rumour, which, I see with pleasure,
is void of foundation. Some persons report, that
one of the chief purposes of the present assembly is,
to cement an union between eastern and western
Greece, and to separate it from Peloponnesus. An
intention of this kind never could exist in the mind
of any genuine patriot. For all such must feel the
necessity of union and centralization. Separation is
entirely out of the question. If the war, existing on
continental Greece, cause expenses, which the limited
revenues of its prefectures are not sufficient to meet,
while in Peloponnesus the revenues exceed the ex-
penditure; it is meet, we should request of the go-
vernment to consecrate a portion to our wants. If
we know, that the revenues are squandered, it is just,
we should demand the rectification of: those abuses ;
and in order to facilitate the attainment of this desira-
ble end, we should strengthen the Government; but
never separate or give occasion to fresh dissensions be-
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¢ PROPOSITIONS.

¢« 4. How can an end be put to the abuses, exist-
ing in the prefectures, and sufficient protection given
to their inhabitants, to induce them to return to their
occupations, in order that the country may not re-
main a desert?

¢ B. How many soldiers must be maintained on
full pay, and from what sources can the money and
provisions, necessary to keep them, be drawn?

¢ C. How can harmony and order be made to
regulate our military operations; and thus ensure
their success?

<« D. How can the disputes between the military
chiefs, as to the division of the prefectures, be settled ?

¢« . What measures can be adopted to consoli-
date national union, to terminate disputes, and to
strengthen government?”

During the seven days, the assembly lasted, owing -
especially to the predominance of military interest,
the second proposition was maturely and almost solely
considered. Many violent discussions arose, before
the number of *troops to be kept on foot could be
settled, and still more so, when they came to decide
how many men each capitano should command; every
one wishing to be foremost on the list. It would be
superfluous to relate the various other resolutions,
entered upon by the assembly; for not one of them
was put afterwards into practice; those, that made
them, being the first to infringe them. I shall how-
ever, by way of epilogue, submit to the reader a trans-
lation of the letter, they addressed to the government,
before the meeting was dissolved.
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wants far exceed the revenues from our provinces, as
the venerable government will be able to judge, by
examining the accounts of our expenditure and in-
come, which we shortly propose submitting to its
inspection. To keep a soldier under obedience, it is
necessary to pay him with punctuality: nine months’
arrears are due to the Suliots; and during the late
blockade, debts have been contracted, which hitherto
remain unpaid: and yet last year’s revenue, up to the
first of March next, is already altogether expended.
Taking also into consideration thelarge sums, requisite
to maintain a naval force, and to purchase the necessary
provisions, which our devastated country cannot for
the moment supply, the venerable government may
judge, whether we possess the means of surmounting
difficulties so considerable. We request it to recollect,
that the safety of the rest of Greece depends on the
conservation of this portion of it; and we rely on its
devising ways of procuring us assistance. All our
hopes centre in the provident care of the venerable
senate of the nation, as it is alive to the wants of the
country, and supports the present conflict in order
to establish the reign of law. We flatter ourselves
that our petitions will be granted; since combating,
as we do, for the safety and preservation of these
provinces, we fight for that of the whole nation, and
for the consolidation of the constitution. Penetrated
with sentiments of the most profound respect, we
remain, &c.”

This letter, signed by the Capitani, Eparchs and
representatives of Mesolonghi, Anatolico, &c. was pre-
sented to the senate, at a moment, when it would
have been very much embarrassed to satisfy their’
demands. Forced precipitately to abandon Argos,
as before related, this body had retired to Cranidi,
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equally destitute of money and of troops. The digni-
fied manner, however, in which the senators replied,
unarmed, to the armed force, that entered the room,
where they held their sittings ; and the firmness, dis-
played by them in the midst of threats, insults and
persecution, won them the public esteem and admira-
tion. The islanders, in consequence, addressed to
them a letter; in which they forcibly expressed their
indignation at the conduct of those men, who, for their
own sordid interests, were exposing their country to
inevitable ruin; and they offered their services, at the
same time, to enable the government to put an end
to these acts of violence.



CHAPTER VIIL

Publication of a newspaper—Conduct of Dr. Meyer, as editor—
Establishment of an hospital—Author appointed to the super-
intendence of it—Lord Byron sails from Zante—Danger of
falling into the hands of the Turks—His escape—Lands at
Mesolonghi—Generous conduct of Mahmoud Capitan.

THE publication of a newspaper, which appeared
at this time, produced little or no sensation on the
Mesolonghiots. The greater part of the military
chiefs, both in Peloponnesus and Continental Greece,
could not read; and among the primates, as the event
proved, few gave themselves the trouble of looking
at a paper. Indeed there were not in the whole
country forty Greek subscribers; and had it not been
for the numerous subscriptions from the Ionian
Islands and London, the printer would not have had
sufficient money to pay even for his ink. If, under the
circumstances of the moment, a newspaper could have
been productive of advantage to the Greek public, it
should have been written in a spirit very different
from that, which animated the articles of the Greek
Chronicle.

The first step towards the establishment of a free
press, as Lord Byron justly observed, was the forma-
tion of a corps, whose only occupation should be, to
act as body guard to the printing-office and editor.
For in case he thought fit to expose and inveigh
against the numberless and crying abuses of a power-
ful capitano, who should insure him against the re-
sentment of the barbarian, or that of his friends? If
Lord Byron did not approve Colonel Stanhope’s
opinion, it was not because his lordship was not a
liberal; but because he foresaw, that not only no sort

G
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of advantage would accrue from it to the nation at
large, but that it would become a firebrand of discord
at home, and increase the number of enemies abroad.
Had the colonel made more use of his reflection,
would he not have perceived how injudicious it was;
at a moment when many of the powers were looking
on the Greek revolution with jealousy and suspicion,
to incite the editor to comment boldly, not only on
their hostile dispositions towards Greece, but to de-
claim against their internal tyrannical administration?
So completely heedless of the consequences was Dr.
Meyer, that he published in the 20th number of his
newspaper an address to the Hungarians, conceived
in so liberal and revolutionary a language, that it
could not fail to excite the animadversion of the
court of Vienna, already so ill-disposed towards
Greece; and induce her perhaps to take measures to
hasten the ruin of her rising liberties. Lord Byron
felt himself in duty bound to destroy every copy of
that number, and obliged the editor solemnly to pro-
mise the government, that he would abstain from
any critical observations on the political conduct of
European cabinets.

The proposals for the construction of proper roads
for the sake of facilitating the communication of ideas,
trade, and personal intercourse, surprised the military
chiefs not a little. The improvement of roads would
facilitate invasions, by opening a passage for the
enemy’s cavalry, provisions, heavy artillery, &c. &c.;
while their present state offered no hinderance to the
light armed Greek, who, even during the longest
march, unincumbered by baggage, climbs the steepest
ascents with almost as much ease as he walks along
the plain. In fact not a single achievement of any
note has taken place since the beginning of the Greek
revolution, that did not owe its success chiefly to the
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difficulties of the roads, fords or passes, which are
the elements, as it were, of guerilla warfare.

When the establishment of an hospital was pro-
posed to Mavrocordato, to the primates of Meso-
longhi, and the capitani, they unanimously concurred
in saying, that nothing was more necessary; and that
it would be accompanied by inexpressible advantages
to their countrymen. In no part of Greece was the
necessity of a similar institution more lamentably
felt. During every invasion, when its fortifications
afforded shelter to the weaker part of the population
of Western Greece, the concourse of so many human
beings, the insalubrious air, and the privations endured,
constantly brought on a multitude of complaints; more
especially from the mountaineers, who either lan-
guished or perished for want of medical attendance.
More than once have I witnessed the heartrending
scene of strangers dying, unheeded, in the open
streets of the town they had come to defend. On
hearing that the London Greek Committee and the
Society of Friends had sent, at their own expense,
medicines, instruments and medical men, the Greeks
expressed their gratitude in the warmest terms. But
when after these preliminaries the colonel added, to
the primates of Mesolonghi, that he expected they
would have no difficulty in allotting one of the Turkish
houses for the reception of the sick, furnish it with
beds, linen, &ec., and allow a certain sum for the
maintenance of patients, servants and convalescents; a
most striking change took place in their physiognomy ;
and, after many protestations of utter poverty, un-
equalled by those of the most eloquent mendicant,
they declared themselves unable to complete that
charitable work. It certainly required no small share
of barefacedness to make such assertions before in-
dividuals, who all the while admired the beauty of

G2
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their dress and their glittering arms; and who knew,
that the sequins, covering the féri and adorning the
tresses of one of their wives, or the doubloons which,
linked together, formed a triangular breast-plate,
would suffice to defray those trifling expenses for
many years. The proposal made to them of selling
- one of the numerous Turkish properties, and appro-
priating the money to the desired purpose, was de-
clared impracticable; and after repeated procrasti-
nation, they ended by a long litany of difficulties,
complaints and fanciful stories, capable of dishearten-
ing the warmest philanthropist.

Obliged for the moment to give up every hope of
inducing the Greeks to contribute to the establish-
ment of an hospital, but anxious to enter immediately
into the performance of my medical duties, I men-
tioned to Colonel Stanhope, that nothing could be
now done for the relief of the indigent sick and sol-
dier, than to establish a dispensary on a footing, sini-
lar to those in England. Having obtained his per-
mission, I caused the following notice to be printed,
and circulated through the town.

¢ NOTICE.

¢ A public dispensary will be opened at Mesolonghi
on the 10th of January, under the superintendence
of Mr. J. Millingen.

«The chief object of this institution is to give
medical advice and medicines, gratis, to the poor and
soldiers. Every one else may, however, receive me-
dicines and apply for advice, by paying a moderate
consideration.

“In order to prevent abuses, the soldiers are ex-
pected to bring a certificate from their capitano; and
the poor, one, undersigned by a magistrate.

¢ The indigent sick, who are confined to their beds,
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will be regularly visited; others will present them-
selves to the director of the dispensary, who may daily -
be found at the Chani, close to the seraglio, two hours
before mid-day.

‘¢ A similar establishment will shortly be formed at
Athens, by Mr. Tindall, who, as well as Mr. Mil-
lingen, has been sent by the Greek Committee of
London.”

While the colonel was displaying, to so little pur-
pose, the warmest zeal, and the most exemplary pa-
tience, in the endeavour to realize the chief objects
of his mission; an event took place, which served to
display how lively the interest was, which the ex-
pectation of Lord Byron’s arrival had raised among
the inhabitants of Western Greece. The informa-
tion, brought by a Zantiot boat, that his lordship
would positively sail from that island on the 30th of
December, spread universal joy. In the afternoon
of that day, while every one was trying to descry the
wished-for sail, the Turkish vessels came out of the
gulf; and on the appearance of this superior force,
the Greek ships, then at anchor off Mesolonghi, cut
their cables and took to flight. It was instantly con-
jectured, that Youssouf Pasha, apprized by his agents
at Zante of Lord Byron’s departure, had ordered his
vessels to intercept him on his passage; and this
seemed the more probable, as they were seen to esta-
blish a regular cruize between the Scrofes and Cape
Papa. The people vented their execrations against
the Spezziots. * If they thought themselves not fit
to cope with the superior force of the enemy,” said
they, ¢ could they not have kept up for some time a
lively cannonade, in order to apprize Lord Byron,
whom they knew to be at sea, that danger existed ?”
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he wrote, with a pencil, while the boat was tossing
about, some stanzas on the Suliots, which, according
to him, would not be ranked among his worst.

After the tempest had somewhat subsided, though
the sea continued much agitated, he leapt into the
waves; and, accompanied by Lion, his favourite New-
foundland dog, for about two hours took delight in
riding on the heaving billows. He then wrote a note
to Colonel Stanhope, informing him where his mistico
lay; and requesting to be apprized whether he might
venture to Mesolonghi without danger. Mavrocor-
dato immediately despatched five armed boats and a
Greek brig, which invited his lordship to Vasiladi,
and on the 6th of January, he landed at Mesolonghi,
in the midst of the acclamations of a numerous popu-
lation and soldiers, who had assembled on the beach;
Mavrocordato, the capitani and primates, advancing
to receive and welcome him.

How different were his feelings, this day, on tread-
ing the same soil, which, a few years before, he had
visited when enslaved! It was now free. The Raya,
whom he then saw vilely crouching at his master’s
feet, now rent the air with cries of {7ra eAevepia.
Proud of having reassumed his forgotten name of
Hellen, he celebrated the arrival of Byron with the
reiterated sounds of those arms, which had laid low
" many of the proud oppressors of Greece. The joy,
inspired by Lord Byron’s presence, was as universal
as it was sincere. His reception resembled a triumph;
for every one hailed him as a deliverer, whose hand
was to heal the calamities yet brooding over Greece.
In this happy moment of illusion, every one, banish-
ing fear from his mind, considered the day the
brightest of his life; since it brought amongst them
the surest earnest of independence and prosperity.

The cutter, in which Count Gamba had embarked,
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merit, when it is that of a barbarian and an enemy;
and let us not attribute it to his stupidity, as the
Mesolonghiots did, incapable of supposing how grati-
tude can be stronger than avarice. Youssouf Pasha
was so imposed upon by Mahmoud’s report, as to
treat the Count with every mark of politeness. After
receiving the necessary passport, the cutter sailed from
Patras and arrived on the 5th at Mesolonghi.



CHAPTER IX.

* Lord Byron endeavours in vain to unite the Suliots—Organizes
a corps of artillery—Major Parry—Errors of the Greek Com-
mittee in London—German officers.

WaEN Lord Byron landed, he wore a military
uniform. By appearing in that dress for the first
time, and on so solemn an occasion, he no doubt
wished it to be understood, that his intention, on
coming out to Greece, was, to devote himself espe-
cially to military occupations. His house was filled
with soldiers; his receiving room resembled an ar-
senal of war, rather than the habitation of a poet.
Its walls were decorated with swords, pistols, Turkish
sabres, dirks, rifles, guns, blunderbusses, bayonets, hel-
mets, and trumpets, fantastically suspended, so as to
form various figures; and attacks, surprises, charges,
ambuscades, battles, sieges, were almost the only
topics of his conversation with the different capitani.
Having visited the country of most of them; and
gifted, as he was, with the most surprising local
memory, he often excited their wonder, by describing
to them the most important passes with the minutest
accuracy; stating the distance from place to place;
and entering into details and particulars, which even
the natives scarcely recollected. '

Having invited the principal Suliots to assemble
at his house, after dwelling lightly on the loss of
their native country, and lamenting their dispersion;
he expressed the design he entertained, of uniting
them into one body, and maintaining them at his









MEMOIRS ON GREECE. 93

fiend of civil war, which had, of late, again begun to
raise its head in Peloponnesus. The same means
would enable it, also, to establish a more solid bar-
rier against the enemy’s future aggressions. These
desirable ends would be fulfilled only by a powerful
body of regular troops; and I have heard Lord Byron
bitterly lament, that the Greek Committee, instead
of employing the sums, arising from the subscriptions,
to the purchase of objects of very secondary import-
ance, had not consecrated them to the formation of
a regiment, under the command of Colonel Napier,
a man whose courage, talent, and probity were uni-
versally admitted and admired.

This idea was ever foremost in his mind ; and had
not the hand of death deprived Greece of his coun-
cils, he would have carried it into execution; and the
more easily, since he had been appointed chief com-
missary to the loan. Colonel Stanhope, on the con-
trary, exclaimed to every one, who approached him :
‘¢ Never let the Greeks tolerate a standing army, nor
foreign troops. The principles of a mercenary army
are opposed to those of freedom, and their interests
are at variance with their duty.”

Parry arrived at Mesolonghi, in the begmmng
of February, on board the Anna, an English brig,
chartered by the London Greek Committee. It was
laden with ammunition, cannons, printing-presses,
medicines, and all the apparatus, necessary to the
establishment of a military laboratory in Greece.
Several mechanics came at the same time. They
had engaged themselves to remain in Greece the
time, judged necessary for the instruction of several
natives in the various branches they professed.
Messrs. Humphries, Fowkes, Winter, Sass, and Lup-
tow came out, also, by the same ship.
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By sending out men and articles like these to a
country like Greece, the Committee displayed as
much sagacity as the speculator, who had shipped
skates for the Brazils. The colonel was, after his
arrival, so embarrassed how to dispose of the labora-
tory, that he did not know even where to establish
it. Spezzia, Anapli, Athens were, in turn, fixed
upon; but at last it was decided in favour of Me-
solonghi. The Greeks, if possible, knew still less
what should be done with the greater part of these
articles; and in fact, they looked upon them with
so much indifference, that, when landed, no one
would transport them to the seraglio, the building
appointed for their reception. ¢ Hellens are sol-
diers; not porters;”’ was the reply, made to the re-
peated solicitations for assistance. They were, how-
ever, at last, transported by the soldiers belonging
to the artillery brigade; and from that day, till the
taking of Mesolonghi, all the apparatus of the labo-
ratory remained unemployed in the yard and maga-
zines of the seraglio; and as long as the English
workmen remained, nothing could be undertaken
for want of coals and timber; and these no one
would be at the expense of purchasing.

Parry, on his arrival, gained Lord Byron’s con-
fidence entirely; and, to give him a proof of his
esteem, his lordship appointed him major in the
artillery-brigade.  From that day, all the hopes
which the rapid progress of that corps had excited,
were at an end. The best officers gave in resigna-
tions; stating that, ever proud of serving under Lord
Byron, neither their honour, nor the interest of the
service, allowed them to obey a man, who never had
had any other profession or acquaintances than those
of a shipwright. Kindermann, Dittmar, and other
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German officers, who had occupied distinguished
ranks in the Prussian armies, stated to him evident
proofs of Parry’s ignorance of artillery; and the
little likelihood there was of a person’s having ever
served, as he pretended, in the American or any
other army, who presented himself before the troops
with an apron and hammer. Lord Byron, however,
was so infatuated in favour of Parry, that, neglecting
to look into the affair with his own eyes, he attributed
those complaints to jealousy, and to German ideas of
etiquette ; quite misplaced in a country, where merit,
and not former titles, established distinctions between
individuals.

Messrs. Humphries, Finlay, Fowkes, Blackett, and
Winter, refused taking service in the artillery bri-
.gade for the above teasons; and those officers, who
remained, did it out of necessity; poverty, not their
will, consenting.

To a certain extent, Lord Byron was excusable.
Ignorant himself of military matters, how could he
suppose Parry so destitute of merit as he was repre-
sented, when Colonel Stanhope, and, in fact, the
whole Committee, several members of which were
officers of distinction, gave him the most flattering
recommendations? But Lord Byron overlooked, for
the moment, the truth, which he acknowledged on
other occasions, viz. that, notwithstanding his pre-
tensions to good sense and judgment, John Bull is,
at times, the most credulous creature in existence,
and allows himself to be imposed upon and dazzled
by the tinsel of quackery, with all the simplicity of
an unreflecting child. This man, who so completely
acquired the confidence of the Committee, as to be
looked upon by them as the future palladium of
Greece, was as ignorant as he was presumptuous.
Parry had been introduced to the Committee by Mr.
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favourite, being informed of the accident, hastened
to the seraglio, and would have proceeded to acts of
violence, had not their friend been delivered into their
hands. The next morning, Sass was buried with
military honours. The Suliots attended the funeral ;
and thus terminated the temporary misunderstanding
between them and the Franks. Nothing, however,
eould calm the anxieties and fears of the mechanics.
With death-like faces, they presented themselves at
Lord Byron’s house, and implored permission to re-
turn to their families. This being instantly granted,
they embarked for the Ionian Islands.



CHAPTER X.

Application of Hatajé’s mother to the author—Her introduction
to Lord Byron— His adoption of her—Jealousy of Mavrocordato
—Conduct of Lord Byron in respect to him.

. WHEN I passed to the Chane, where the apart-
ments appropriated to the establishment of the dis-
pensary were, the wife of Hussein Aga, one of the
Turkish inhabitants of Mesolonghi, came to me,
and imploring my pity, begged me to allow her
to remain under my roof, in order to shelter her
from the brutality and cruelty of the Greeks. They
had murdered all her relations, and two of her boys;
and the marks remained on the angle of the wall,
against which, a few weeks previously, they had
dashed the brains of the youngest; only five years of
age. A little girl, nine years old, remained to be
the only companion of her misery. Like a timid
lamb, she stood by her mother, naked and shivering;
drawing closer and closer to her side. Her little
hands were folded like a suppliant’s, and her large
beautiful eyes, so accustomed to see acts of horror
and cruelty, looked at me now and then, hardly
daring to implore pity. ¢ Take us,” said she; * we
will serve you, and be your slaves; or you will be
responsible before God, for whatever may happen
to us.” I could not see so eloquent a picture of
distress unmoved; and from that day I treated
them as relatives. Some weeks after, I happened
to mention before Lord Byron some circumstances,
relative to these individuals, and spoke with so
much admiration of the noble fortitude displayed
H2












CHAPTER XI.

Author appointed surgeon-in-chief of the Greek army—Negotia=
tion ‘with the Albanians—Manners, treatment, education and
beauty of Greek women.

THE chief object of Lord Byron’s thoughts for the
moment was to gain possession of Epacto; a fortress
which, once in the hands of the Greeks, would ma-
terially facilitate the siege of Patras, and they must
be masters of the castles, before they could reason-
ably hope to see their national independence incon-
testably acknowledged by European powers. Kinder-
mann was ordered to reconnoitre the former place,
and to take a plan of its fortifications. They are
constructed on the declivity of a hill, forming a
triangle, the base of which is close to the sea. The
walls, which resemble those of every fortress in Greece
and the islands, are of Venetian construction, but with-
out ditches. A portion of them, is commanded by a
neighbouring hill; so that, with a regular force, its
siege would not be a very arduous undertaking; but
against undisciplined troops like the Greeks it is
impregnable, except by famine. Preparations were
actively begun, and it was signified to the different
capitani to keep themselves in ‘readiness for taking
the field in the first days of April.

The governor-general then gave me the title of
surgeon-in-chief to the army of Western Greece; a
situation which I filled, till I was ordered to pass
over to Peloponnesus in 1825. It was more honour-
able than lucrative; for my monthly pay did not ex-
ceed two pounds. Even this moderate sum was not
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they would sarrender the fortress. After much bar-
gaining they at last agreed to content themselves with
80,000 dollars; so that, had not Providence other-
wise directed, the Greek standard would have floated
in the spring on the ramparts of Epacto.

The population of Mesolonghi soon began to avail
themselves of the advantages, the dispensary offered.
These are so self-evident, that it becomes superfluous
to enter into details; though they might, perhaps,
prove satisfactory to the Society of Friends, who were
the principal contributors to that charitable work.
But having myself been, during thirteen months,
director of that institution, my observations might be
looked upon as incense, offered to my own exertions.
My occupations, before the end of a fortnight, had
become so numerous, as hardly to leave me a mo-
ment’s repose. I was soon called into the houses
of the principal citizens and primates; and had thus
repeated opportunities of learning the Greek manners
and customs; a description of some of which will, no
doubt, interest the generality of readers more than
medical remarks; as they are the real tests of the
character and degree of civilization and morality of
a nation.

What most raised my surprise, during my first
visits, was to see, as soon as I entered a patient’s
room, all the unmarried girls instantly rise from their
seats, and, with more agility than Diana’s nymphs
could display, on the appearance of Actzon, pre-
cipitate themselves into the neighbouring - apart-
ments. Where the patient had only one room, a
curtain was purposely hung in one of its corners, to
afford a hiding-place to the young women, on the
arrival of a stranger. Nature is ever endeavouring
to get the better of custom; and the ladies are no
less fond of admiration in barbarous than in civilised
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Zante. In the Morea and Continental Greece, to
save their daughters from the danger of being con-
veyed, if handsome, as recruits to harems, the parents
were forced to conceal them, so as to make them, if
possible, even forget their existence: and when
arrived at an age, that rendered them capable of at-
tracting the brutal notice of their tyrants, to procure
them husbands without loss of time. A habit when
once contracted, how absurd soever, can by degrees
only be relinquished. Some time is required, after
the removal of a cause, before the impulse it has
given can completely cease. Hence the Mesolon-
ghiots continue to observe the following custom, for
which even the other Greeks load them with re-
proaches. Between the ceremonies of betrothal and
marriage, too long an interval frequently passes, and
the intimacy thus permitted has of late been attended
with the most unfortunate consequences. A num-
ber of unmarried Suliots and depraved strangers,
now at Mesolonghi, hastened to profit by this cus-
tom; but never having the intention of marrying,
they had recourse to various pretences to delay the
ceremony; and afterwards, at the opening of a cam-
paign, left the deluded girls to expect in vain their
return.

The remark, that low, damp situations are favour-
able to female beauty, while dry alpine regions give
birth to the handsomest men, might, every day, be
illustrated in this town. No men could present a more
masculine, and finer appearance than the soldiers,
that had come down with their capitani from the
mountains of Agrapha, Carpenisi, and the skirts of
Parnassus, &c. &c. while, it was a matter of surprise,:
for every stranger, how this unwholesome nest of
impurities could be the birthplace of creatures, so
strikingly beautiful as the females of Mesolonghi and






CHAPTER XII

A Greek polyglott newspaper established—Anecdotes of Lord
_ Byron—Character of Parry—Lord Byron seized with illness.

EarLy in March, the prospectus of a polyglott
newspaper, entitled the Greek Telegraph, was pub-
lished at Mesolonghi. The sentiments, imprudently
advocated in this prospectus, induced the authori-
ties in the Ionian Islands to entertain so unfavour-
able an impression of the spirit, which would guide
its conductors, that its admission into the hept-
archy was interdicted under severe penalties. The
same took place in the Austrian states, where they
began to look upon Greece as ¢ the city of refuge,”
as it were, for the carbonari and discontented English
reformers. The first number appeared on the 20th
of March; but it was written in a tone so decidedly
opposite to what had been expected, that it might,
in some degree, be considered as a protest against the
prospectus. Lord Byron was the cause of this change.
More than ever convinced, that nothing could be
more useless, and even more dangerous to her yet
vacillating interests at home and abroad, than an un-
limited freedom of the press; he insisted on Count

®Gamba (a person entirely at his disposal), becoming
editor. He cautioned him, to restrict the Telegrafo
Greco to a simple narrative of events as they occurred,
and an unprejudiced statement of opinions in respect
to her political relations and wants; so as to make
them subjects of interest to her friends in the western

parts of Europe. .
Nothing was easier to every one, who wished to

I
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Having observed how nervous Parry had been, a few
days before, during an earthquake, he felt desirous
of renewing the ludicrous sight which the fat horror-
struck figure of the major had exhibited on that
occasion. He placed therefore fifty of his Suliots in
the room above that where Parry slept, and towards
midnight ordered them to shake the house, so as to
imitate that phenomenon; he himself at the same
time banged the doors, and rushed down stairs, de-
lighted to see the almost distracted engineer im-
ploring, tremblingly, the mercy of heaven. Parry
was altogether a ¢ curious fish,” an excellent mimic;
and possessed a fund of quaint expressions, that
made up for his deficiency of real wit. He could
tell, in his coarse language, a good story, could per-
form the clown’s or Falstaff’s part very naturally,
rant Richard the Third’s or Hamlet’s soliloquies in
a mock-tragic manner, unrivalled by any of the players
of Bartholomew fair, and could always engender
laughter enough to beguile the length of our rainy
evenings. His description of the visit he paid to
Bentham ; their walk ; Bentham’s pursuit by a lady,
named City-Barge, was highly humorous, and pleased
Lord Byron so much, that he purposed putting it
in verse, like that of Gilpin’s trip to Edmonton.

It was soon perceived, that the brandy-bottle was
Parry’s Castalian spring, and that, unless he drank
deep, his stories became dull. Lord Byron, in con-
sequence, took constant care to keep him in good
spirits; but unfortunately, partly from inclination,
and partly to keep him company, he drank himself
to the same excess. One evening, by way of driving
away the vexation he had experienced during the day,
from an altercation with some one, whose name I do
not now remember, Parry prescribed some punch of
his own composition, so agreeable to Lord Byron’s
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now haunt my mind. I picture myself slowly ex-
piring on a bed of torture, or terminating my days
like Swift—a grinning idiot! Would to Heaven the
day were arrived in which, rushing, sword in hand,
on a body of Turks, and fighting like one weary of
existence, I shall meet immediate, painless death,—
the object of my wishes!”



CHAPTER XIIIL

A Turkish brig runs on a sand-bank—Conduct of Parry—Con-
duct and trial of Caraiscachi.

Two days after the unfortunate accident, I have
described, an event took place, which contributed in
no small degree to destroy the illusion under which
Lord Byron had laboured in respect to the major
of artillery. A Turkish brig, returning to Patras,
ran foul of the bank of sand which extends from
the mouth of the Phidari several miles out to sea.
Remembering the immense booty, which, but a year
before, they had made on taking possession of a
Turkish ship, which adverse winds and the pilot’s

. ignorance had brought to the same spot, the Me-

solonghiots thanked fortune for thus supplying them
‘with a new occasion of satisfying their avidity and
cruelty. The whole population embarked in an in-
stant; the smallest monoxylo was at sea; but, on
their approaching the vessel, the enemy offered so
lively a resistance, that they despaired of succeeding
without the assistance of artillery. The spark of
enthusiasm had equally fired the young soldier and
the elderly primate. Every one wished to have a
share in the golden fleece. Mavrocordato ordered
the major to proceed in all haste, with three guns,
to assist in the attack of the brig ; but this could not
of course take place without a previous visit to Lord
Byron, who still found himself so weak, as to be un-
able to rise from his sofa; but on Parry’s entering
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spiracy to introduce the Turks into Western Greece,
would, on reaching England, ruin the Greek credit,
and preclude all hopes of obtaining a loan, which to
him appeared indispensable to the salvation of her
liberty. But what incensed him most, was the weak-
ness and irresolution, exhibited on this occasion by
Mavrocordato in respect to Caraiscachi. If he con-
sidered the infliction of capital punishment, incurred
by Caraiscachi, as unadvisable, and impolitic in the
actual state of the country, could he not at least
have placed under confinement a person, who, it was
easy to anticipate, would profit by his liberty to exe-
cute his sinister intentions, and be the more inex-
orable in his revenge, when he recollected, that his
escape was to be attributed to the pusillanimity rather
than to the generosity of his enemies? The con-
sequences were soon observable; for as soon as Ca-
raiscachi recovered sufficient strength, to be able to
bear the fatigue of a litter, he placed himself at the
head of his followers, and assisted by Andrea Isco,
of Macrinoro, he again made Agrapha and its ad-
joining provinces the scene of his depredations and
daily bloody encounters. The removal of his friend,
Omer Pasha, from Janina to Salonica, however, for-
tunately proved the ruin of his evil designs.



CHAPTER XIV.

Illness, and death of Lord Byron—Conduct of his physicians.

AT no time of his life did Lord Byron find him-
self in circumstances, more calculated to render him
unhappy. The cup of health had dropped from his
lips, and constant anxiety and suffering operated
powerfully on his mind, already a prey to melancholy
apprehensions, and disappointment, increased by dis-
gust. Continually haunted by a dread of epilepsy or
‘palsy—complaints most humiliating to human pride
—he fell into the lowest state of hypochondriasis, and
vented his sorrows in language which, though some-
times sublime, was at others as peevish and ca-
pricious, as that of an unruly and quarrelsome child.
‘When he returned to himself, however, he would
request us “ not to take the indisposed and sickly fit
for the sound man.”

Riding was the only occupation that procured him
any relief; and even this was but momentary. On the
9th of April, prolonging his ride further than usual,
he was on his return caught in a shower, and re-
maining exposed to it for more than an hour, he com-
plained in the evening of shooting pains in his hips
and loins; but he found himself, the next morning,
sufficiently well to ride out for a short time. On his
return, however, he scolded his groom severely, for
having placed on the horse the same wet saddle he
had used on the preceding day.
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Mr. Finlay (then a staunch Odyssean), had been
deputed to engage Lord Byron to assist at the con-
gress at Salona. This gentleman and myself called
upon him in the evening; when we found him lying
on a sofa, complaining of a slight fever and of paing
in the articulation. He was at first more gay than
usual; but, on a sudden, he became pensive, and
after remaining some few minutes in silence, he said
that during the whole day he had reflected a great
deal on a prediction, which had been made to him,
when a boy, by a famed fortune-teller in Scotland.
His mother, who firmly believed in cheromancy and
astrology, had sent for this person, and desired him to
inform her what would be the future destiny of her
son. Having examined attentively the palm of his
hand, the man looked at him for a while stedfastly,
and then with a solemn voice, exclaimed; ¢ Beware
of your thirty-seventh year, my young lord ; beware.”

He had entered on his thirty-seventh year on the
22d of January: and it was evident from the emotion
with which he related this circumstance, that the
caution of the palmist had produced a deep impression
on his mind, which in many respects was so super-
stitious, that we thought proper to accuse him of
superstition :—* To say the truth,”” answered his
lordship, “I find it equally difficult to know what
to believe in this world, and what not to believe,
There are as many plausible reasons for.inducing me
to die a bigot, as there have been to make me hitherto
live a freethinker. You will, I know, ridicule my
belief in lucky and unlucky days; but no consideration
can now induce me to undertake any thing either on
a Friday or a Sunday. Iam positive it would termi-
nate unfortunately. Every one of my misfortunes,
and, God knows, I have had my share, have hap-

K
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pened to me on one of those days. You will ridicule,
also, a belief in incorporeal beings. Without in-
stancing to you the men of profound genius, who
have acknowledged their existence, I could give you
the details of my friend Shelley’s conversations with
his familiar. Did he not apprize me, that he had
been informed by that familiar, that he would end his
life by drowning; and did I not, a short time after,
perform, on the sea beach, his funeral rites?”’

Considering myself, on this occasion, not a medical
man, but a visitor; and being questioned neither by
his physician nor himself, I did not even feel Lord
Byron’s pulse. I was informed, next morning, that
during the night he had taken diaphoretic infusions,
and that he felt himself better. The next day Dr.
Bruno administered apurgative, and kept up its effects
by a solution of cream of tartar, which the Italians
call ¢ Imperial lemonade.” In the evening the fever
augmented, and as on the 14th, although the pains
in the articulations had diminished, the feverish sym-
ptoms were equally strong, Dr. Bruno strongly re-
commended him to be blooded; but as the patient
entertained a deep-rooted prejudice against bleeding,
his physician could obtain no influence whatever
over him, and his lordship obstinately persevered in
refusing to submit to the operation.

On the 15th, towards noon, Fletcher called upon
me, and informed me, that his master desired to see
me, in order to consult with Dr. Bruno on the state
of his health. Dr. Bruno informed me that his pa-
tient laboured under a rheumatic fever, that, as at
first, the symptoms had been of a mild character, he
had trusted chiefly to sudorifics; but during the last
two days, the fever had so much increased, that he
had repeatedly proposed bleeding, but that he could
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not overcome his lordship’s antipathy ta that mode
of treatment. Convinced, by an examination of the
patient, that bleeding was absolutely necessary, 1 en-
deavoured, as mildly and as gently as possible, to per-
suade him ; but, in spite of all my caution, his temper
was so morbidly irritable, that he refused in a man-
ner excessively peevish. He observed that, of all
his prejudices, the strongest was against phlebotomy.
His mother had on her death-bed obtained from him
a promise never to consent to being bled; and that
whatever we might say, his aversion was stronger than
any reason we could give.  Besides,” said his lord-
ship, ¢ does not Dr. Reid observe, in his Essays, that
less slaughter has been effected by the warrior’s lance
than by the physician’s lancet? It is, in fact, a mi-
nute instrument of mighty mischief.” On my ob-
serving, that this remark related to the treatment of
nervous disorders, not of inflammatory ones, he an-
grily replied: ¢ Who is nervous, if I am not? Do
not these words, besides, apply to my case? Drawing
blood from a nervous patient is like loosening the
chords of a musical instrument, the tones of which
are already defective for want of sufficient tension.
Before I became ill, you know yourself how weak and
irritable I had become. Bleeding, by increasing this
state, will inevitably kill me. Do with me whatever
else you please, but bleed me you shall not. I have
had several inflammatory fevers during my life, and
at an age when I was much more robust and ple-
thoric than I am now; yet I got through them with-
out bleeding. This time, also, I will take my chance.”

After much reasoning and entreaty, however, I at
length succeeded in obtaining a promise, that, should
his fever increase at night, he would allow Bruno to
bleed him. Happy to inform the doctor of this partial

K 2
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victory, I left the room, and with a view of lowering
the impetus of the circulating system, and deter-
mining to the skin, I recommended the administra-
tion of an ounce of a solution of half a grain of tar-
tarized antimony and two drachms of nitre in twelve
ounces of water.

Early the next morning I called on the patient,
who told me, that having passed a better night than
he had expected, he had not requested Dr. Bruno to
bleed him. Chagrined at this, I laid aside all con-
sideration for his feelings, and solemnly assured him
how deeply I lamented to see him trifle with his life
in this manner. I told him, that his pertinacious
refusal to be bled had caused a precious opportunity
to be lost; that a few hours of hope yet remained;
but that unless he would submit immediately to be
bled, neither Dr. Bruno nor myself could answer for
the consequences. He might not care for life, it was
true; but who could assure him, unless he changed
his resolution, the disease might not operate such
disorganization in his cerebral and nervous system as
entirely to deprive him of his reason. I had now
touched the sensible chord; for, partly annoyed by
our unceasing importunities, and partly convinced,
casting at us both the fiercest glance of vexation, he
threw out his arm, and said, in the most angry tone:
¢ Come; you are, I see, a d—d set of butchers.
Take away as much blood as you will ; but have done
with it.”.

We seized the moment, and drew about twenty
ounces. On coagulating, the blood presented a strong
buffy coat. Yet the relief, obtained, did not corre-
spond to the hopes we had anticipated; and during
the night the fever became stronger than it had been
hitherto. The restlessness and agitation increased,
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and the patient spoke several times in an incoherent
manner. The next morning (17th) the bleeding was
repeated; for although the rheumatic symptoms had
completely disappeared, the cerebral ones were hourly
increasing, and this continuing all day, we opened the
vein, for the third time, in the afternoon. Cold ap-
plications were from the beginning constantly kept
on the head; blisters were also proposed. When on
the point of applying them, Lord Byron asked me
whether it would answer the same purpose to apply
both on the same leg. Guessing the motive that led
him to ask this question, I told him I would place
them above the knees, on the inside of the thighs.
* Do so,”” said he, ¢ for as long as I live, I will not
allow any one to see my lame foot.”

In spite of our endeavours, the danger hourly in-
creased; the different signs of strong nervous af-
fection succeeded each other with surprising rapidity ;
twitchings and involuntary motions of the tendons
began to manifest themselves during the night; and,
more frequently than before, the patient muttered to
‘himself and talked incoherently.

In the morning (18th) a consultation was proposed,
to which Dr. Lucca Vaga and Dr. Freiber, my as-
sistant, were invited. Our opinions were divided.
Bruno and Lucca proposed having recourse to anti-
spasmodics and other remedies, employed in the last
stage of typhus. Freiber and I maintained that such
remedies could only hasten the fatal termination;
that nothing could be more empirical than flying
from one extreme to the other; that if, as we all
thought, the complaint was owing to the metastasis
of rheumatic inflammation, the existing symptoms
only depended on the rapid and extensive progress, it
had made in an organ, previously so weakened and
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irritable. Antiphlogistic means could never prove
hurtful in this case; they would become useless only
if disorganization were already operated; but then,
when all hopes were fled, what means would not prove
superfluous?

We recommended the application of numerous
leeches to the temples, behind the ears, and along
the course of the jugular vein a large blister be-
tween the shoulders, and sinapisms to the feet. These
we considered to be the only means likely to suc-
ceed. Dr. Bruno, however, being the patient’s phy-
sician, had, of course, the casting vote, and he pre-
pared, in consequence, the antispasmodic potion,
which he and Dr. Lucca had agreed upon. It was a
strong infusion of valerian with ether, &c. After its
administration, the convulsive movements and the
delirium increased ; yet, notwithstanding my earnest
representations, a second dose was administered half
an hour after: when, after articulating confusedly a
few broken phrases, our patient sunk into a comatose
sleep, which the next day terminated in death.

Lord Byron expired on the 19th of April, at six
o’clock in the afternoon. Interesting as every cir-
cumstance, relative to the death of so celebrated a
person, may prove to some; I should, nevertheless,
have hesitated in obtruding so much medical detail
on the patience of the reader, had not the accounts,
published by Dr. Bruno in the Westminster Review,
and many of the newspapers, rendered it necessary
that I should disabuse the friends of the deceased;
and, at the same time, vindicate my own professional
character, on which the imputation has been laid of
my having been the cause of Lord Byron’s death, by
putting off, during four successive days, the operation
of bleeding.
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The only reasons which, as far as I am able to
judge, can have induced Dr. Bruno to publish these
extraordinary statements, on his arrival in England,
must have been his belief in the report of my death,
which, before his departure from Zante, had been
circulated. No doubt, he thought that he might,
with impunity, sacrifice the reputation of one, who,
being dead, could not refute him. He, doubtless,
thought, too, that he might sacrifice the feelings of
Lord Byron’s relations, at the shrine of his own
vanity and interest.

I must first observe, that not knowing a syllable of
English, although present at the conversation I had
with Lord Byron, Dr. Bruno could neither under-
stand the force of the language, I employed to
surmount his lordship’s deep-rooted prejudice and
aversion for bleeding, nor the positive refusals, he
repeatedly made before I could obtain his promise
to consent to the operation. Yet he boldly states,
that I spoke to Lord Byron, in a very undecided
manner, of the benefits of such an operation: and
that I even ventured to recommend procrastination :
‘and these, Le says, are the reasons, that induced him
to consent to the delay; as if he were himself in-
different to such treatment; or as if a few words from
me were sufficient to determine him! Conduct like
this, it is not difficult to appreciate: I shall, there-
fore, forbear abandoning myself to the indignation,
such a falsehood might naturally excite; nor shall I
repel his unwarrantable accusation, by relating the
causes of that deep-rooted jealousy, which Dr. Bruno
entertained against me, from the day he perceived
the preference, which Lord Byron indicated in favour
of English physicians. This narrow-minded, en-
vious feeling, as I could prove, prevented him from
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insisting on immediately calling me, or other me-
dical men at Mesolonghi, to a consultation. Had
he done so, he would have exonerated himself from
every responsibility; but his vanity made him for-
get the duty he owed to his patient, and even to
himself. For I did not see Lord Byron (medically)
till I was sent for by his lordship himself, without
any participation on the part of Dr. Bruno.

I can refute Dr. Bruno’s calumnies not only from
the testimony of others, but even from his own. For
the following extract from the article, published in
the Telegrafo Greco, announcing the death of Lord
Byron, was, at the request of Count Gamba (himself
a witness of whatever took place during the fatal ill-
ness of his friend), composed by the doctor. ¢ Not-
withstanding the most urgent entreaties, and repre-
sentations of the imminent danger, attending his
complaint made to him from the onset of his illness,
both by his private physician and the medical man,
sent by the Greek Committee, it was impossible to
surmount the great aversion and prejudice, he enter-
tained against bleeding, although he lay under im-
perious want of it.”’—Vide Telegrafo Greco, il di
24, Aprile, 1824.

"The Editor of the Greek Chronicle also, Dr.
Meyer (a medical man, and no friend of mine), who
was minutely informed of the whole treatment, pub-
lished the following notice. ¢ We are not aware what
could induce Lord Byron not to yield to the repeated
entreaties made to him by Dr. Bruno, and Mr. T.
Millingen, a medical man sent out by the Greek
Committee, to allow himself to be bled.””—(Vide Ap.
29.) Were not these testimonies amply sufficient,
I might publish a letter from Dr. Freiber, in which
he alludes, in the strongest terms, to Dr. Bruno’s
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ungentlemanly conduct towards me, and his total
disregard to truth.

As to the assertion, confidently made by Dr.
Bruno, that, had his patient submitted at the onset
of his malady to phlebotomy, he would have infallibly
recovered; I believe every medical man, who ma-
turely considers the subject, will be led to esteem
this assertion as being founded rather on presumption
than on reason. Positive language, which is in ge-
neral so misplaced in medical science, becomes in the
present case even ridiculous; for if different authors
be consulted, it will appear that the very remedy,
which is proclaimed by some as the anchor of salva-
tion, is by others condemned as the instrument of ruin.
Bleeding (as many will be found to assert) favours
metastasis in rheumatic fevers; and, in confirmation
of this opinion, they will remark, that in this case, as
soon as the lancet was employed, the cerebral symp-
toms manifested themselves on the disappearance of
the rheumatic ; while those, who incline to Dr. Reid’s
and Dr. Heberden’s opinion, will observe, that after
each successive phlebotomy, the cerebral symptoms
not only did not remain at the same degree, but
that they hourly went on increasing. In this di-
lemmatic position, it is evident, that whatever treat-
ment might have been adopted, detractors could not
fail to have some grounds for laying the blame on the
medical attendants. The more I consider this dif-
ficult question, however, the more I feel convinced,
that whatsoever method of cure had been adopted,
there is every reason to believe, that a fatal termina-
tion was inevitable ; and here I may be permitted to
observe, that it must have been the lot of every
medical man to observe, how frequently the fear of
death produces it; and how seldom a patient, who
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persuades himself that he must die, is mistaken. The
prediction of the Scotch fortune-teller was ever pre-
sent to Lord Byron; and, like an insidious poison,
destroyed that moral energy, which is so useful to
keep up the patient in dangerous complaints. ¢ Did
I not tell you,” said he repeatedly to me, “that I
should die at thirty-seven?”



CHAPTER XV.

Anecdotes of Lord Byron during his last illness—Post mortem
appearances.

Durine the last days of Lord Byron’s illness,
he was remarkably taciturn; but his mind was
occupied by anxious thoughts. He had made his
will before his departure from Genoa; the only
legacy, which he made during his illness, was to
Lucca, to whom he gave the receipt by which the
Mesolonghiots engaged themselves, to pay, on the
arrival of the loan, the two thousand dollars, which
had been lent them by Lord Byron to enable them
to pay the arrears of the discontented Suliots. He
recommended Lucca to send this sum to his mother;
a paralytic widow, who had fled from Patras to
Ithaca with her daughters and son. I.ord Byron,
hearing of their miseries, had, on his visit to that
island, taken the whole family under his protection.
In respect to his servants, he informed them, that
he had recommended them all to his executors.

I was not a little surprised to hear him ask me on
the 15th, whether I could not do him the favour
of inquiring in the town for any very old and ugly
witch? As I turned his question in derision, he re-
peated to me with a serious air;  Never mind whe-
ther I am superstitious or not; but I again entreat
of you to bring me the most celebrated one there is,
in order that she may examine whether this sudden
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loss of my health does not depend on the evil eye.
She may devise some means to dissolve the spell.”

Knowing the necessity of indulging a patient in
his harmless caprices, I soon procured one, who an-
swered exactly to his description. But the following
day, seeing that he did not mention the subject, I
avoided recalling it to his memory. It is in the
Levant an almost universal practice, as soon as a
person falls ill, to have recourse, in the first instance,
to one of these professed exorcisers. If their art
does not succeed in restoring the patient to health
by destroying the power of fascination, then the
medical man is called in. But without this previous
preparation, none of his medicines are supposed to
be capable of curing the complaint.

Two thoughts constantly occupied his mind. Ada
and Greece were the names, he hourly repeated. The
broken complaints he uttered, lamenting to die a
stranger to the sole daughter of his affection, not
only far from her embrace, but perhaps the object
of the hatred, which he thought had been carefully
instilled. into her from her tenderest infancy, showed
how exquisitely his parental feelings were excited
by these sad considerations. The glory of dying in
Greece, and for Greece, was the only theme he could
fly to for relief, and which would dry up the tears,
he abundantly shed, when pronouncing Ada’s name.
In the agony of death,—that dreadful hour when,
leaving the confines of life, the soul is launched into
eternity—nhis parting look, hislast adieu, wasto Greece
and Ada. I was present when, after taking the first
antispasmodic mixture, he spoke to Fletcher for the
last time, recommending him to call on his sister, on
Lady Byron and his daughter, and deliver to each
the messages, which he had repeated to him before.
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_ His feelings, and the clouds of death, which were
fast obscuring his intellect, did not allow him to con-
tinue: “ You know what you must say to Ada;—I
have already told it you; you know it, do you not?”
On hearing Fletcher’s affirmative, he replied, ¢ that’s
right.””

On the 18th headdressed me, saying : * Your efforts
to preserve my life will be vain. Die I must: I feel
it. Its loss I do not lament; for to terminate my
wearisome existence I came to Greece.—My wealth,
my abilities, I devoted to her cause.—Well: there is
my life to her. One request let me make to you.
Let not my body be hacked, or be sent to England.
Here let my bones moulder. —Lay me in the first
corner without pomp or nonsense.’

After his death I informed Count Gamba of Lord
Byron’s dying request; and at the same time urged
the imperious obligation, he was under, of executing
it with religioys punctuality. The count replied, that
a great man belonged to his country; and that it
would be a sacrilege to leave his remains in a place,
where they might, one day, become the sport of in-
sulting barbarians. He desired us to embalm the
body carefully; his last duty to his friend would be
performed when he had deposited his body in the
same vault, that contained his illustrious ancestors.

It is with infinite regret I must state, that, although
I seldom left Lord Byron’s pillow during the latter
part of his illness, I did not hear him make any, even
the smallest, mention of religion. At one moment I
heard him say: ¢ Shall I sue for mercy?’ After a
long pause he added: ¢ Come, come, no weakness!
let’s be a man to the last.”

Before concluding this melancholy portion of what
I have known of this celebrated man, during the last
six months of his life, I beg that inexactitude may
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not be laid to my charge, if I have passed over in
silence many of the particulars, which belonged to
the character of this strange compound of opposite
passions. I have cursorily mentioned the excellent
qualities of his heart; but I am incapable of enume-
rating the faults of one, from whom I received so
many marks of kindness, merely to gratify the curio-
sity of the idle or the malice of his enemies. To all
future inquirers, I prefer saying with the poet;

¢ No further seek his merits to disclose,
Or draw his frailties from their dread abode.
There they alike in trembling hope repose,
The bosom of his Father and his God.”

Before we proceeded to embalm the body, we
could not refrain from pausing, in silent contempla-
tion, on the lifeless clay of one, who, but a few days
before, was the hope of a whole nation and the ad-
miration of the civilized world. After consecrating
a few moments to the feelings, such a spectacle na-
turally inspired, we could not but admire the perfect
symmetry of his body. Nothing could surpass the
beauty of the forehead ; its height was extraordinary,
and the protuberances, under which the nobler intel-
lectual faculties are supposed to reside, were strongly
pronounced. His hair, which curled naturally, was
quite grey; the mustachios light coloured. His phy-
siognomy had suffered little alteration; and still
preserved the sarcastic haughty expression, which
habitually characterized it. The chest was broad,
high vaulted, the waist very small, the pelvis rather
narrow ; the muscular system well pronounced ; espe-
cially that of the superior extremities; the skin de-
licate and white; and the habit of the body plump.
The adipose tissue was every where predominant, a
proof of his natural predisposition to embonpoint ;
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which his severe abstemiousness could hardly counter-
act. The only blemish of his body, which might other-
wise have vied with that of Apollo himself, was the
congenital malconformation of his left foot and leg.
The foot was deformed, and turned inwards; and
the leg was smaller and shorter than the sound one.
Although Lord Byron preferred attributing his lame-
ness to the unskilful treatment of a sprained ankle,
there can be little or no doubt, that he was born
club-footed.

The following are the principal phenomena, which
the autopsy presented. The cranium resembled com-
pletely that of a man much advanced in age; its
sutures were obliterated; its two tables were united
into one; no traces of the diploe remained, and the
~ texture of it was as hard as ivory. The adhesion of
the dura mater to the interior of the skull-cap was
extraordinarily strong. Its vessels were large, highly
injected, and it had acquired at least twice its usual
thickness. Each of its surfaces was covered with
strong organized bands, uniting them powerfully to
the adjacent parts. Its prolongation, the falciform
process, was perhaps even more inflamed, and adhered
firmly to the hemispheres; and the tentorium cere-
belli, though in a less degree, was also strongly
injected. The pia mater presented the appearance
of the conjunctiva on an inflamed eye. The whole
system of sanguiferous vessels, of the cerebrum and
cerebellum, was gorged with blood, and their sub-
stance was surprisingly hard. The ventricles con-
tained several ounces of serous fluid.

The lungs were perfectly healthy and crepitant;
and what is seldom observed in natives of cold cli-
mates, had not contracted the slightest adhesion to
the pleura. The appearance, presented by the heart,
was singular. Its parietes were as collapsed, and of
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a consistence, as flabby as those of persons,”who
have died of old age. Its muscular fibres were pale,
and hardly pronounced ; and the ventricles had no
thickness whatever.

The liver was beginning to undergo the altera-
tions, observed in persons, who have indulged in the
abuse of alcoholic liquors. Its bulk was smaller, its
texture harder, its colour much lighter than in its
healthy condition. The stomach and intestines pre-
sented no remarkable phenomena.
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him credit asa patriot and orator. On the 2d of May,
the body was embarked for Zante. Hatajé and her
mother left Mesolonghi by the same vessel. When in
the lazaret, it was explained to them, that they might
choose to go either to Patras where Hussein Aga
was, or to England. They naturally accepted the
former proposal. ¢ I thought you slaves,” said the
father in embracing them, ¢ and lo! you return to
me decked like brides.”

On the 28d of April Mr. E. Trelawney arrived
at Mesolonghi. Scarcely had he been informed by
Mr. Finlay of Lord Byron’s indisposition, than he
left Salona, and hastened to visit his friend. But he
arrived only to imprint a last kiss on his pallid lips.
He was bearer of several despatches from his hero
and friend Odysseus; by which his lordship was en-
treated not to disappoint the hopes of the capitani
and primates, assembled at Salona, but to come im-
mediately to assist them by his counsels. So great
indeed was his impatience to have an interview with
him, that he had, for some weeks previous, used every
means to induce him to quit Mesolonghi: and not-
withstanding Mavrocordato’s endeavours to dissuade
him, he would assuredly have undertaken the journey,
had he not been prevented by the inclemency of the
season, the affair of Caraiscachi, and lastly by his
illness.

Negris and Sophanopoulo, the most intriguing
and unprincipled men in existence, had imagined this
assembly. It required no more to place Mavrocordato
on his guard. He could easily foresee, that the man,
who, once secretary of state, was, on account of his
utter unworthiness, turned out of his situation, and
had embraced Colocotrone’s and afterwards Odysseus’
party, teaching them the means of subverting the
constitution, which he himself had been instrumental
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liberty? and admire a form of government unknown
to them? Thanks to the abuses of their military
chiefs! it never existed but on paper.

Weary of the numberless vexations of an undis-
ciplined soldiery, and of the complete anarchy, in
which they lived, the common people sighed after a
deliverer, who they thought could only be a king.
So great indeed was their misery, that to better their
condition they would gladly have submitted not only
to the monarchical, but to any other form of govern-
ment, except that of their own countrymen or the’
Turkish. How often has the question been put to
me—* Will not the European powers send us a king
to govern us? will not the English take us under
their protection? Slaves we were under the Turks,
but are we not equally so under our capitani and
primates? We may change them; but will not their
successors practise the same extortions, and endeavour
to enrich themselves at our expense? Who but a
foreigner can terminate the evils, arising from our
discords?”

The only persons to whom the idea of a king was
obnoxious were those petty tyrants and their followers,
who felt that their destruction would be the first step
taken towards the establishment of good order. These
hoped to perpetuate the reign of confusion; that,
undisturbed, they might continue to suck the blood
and substance of the country.

The motive, which rendered Odysseus so very
anxious to engage Lord Byron’s friendship, was the
information which had reached him, that the Greek
Loan, which had been negotiated in London, would
shortly be in Greece, and that his lordship had been
appointed chief commissioner for its partition and em-
ployment. He readily foresaw, that were Lord Byron
to place it entirely in the hands of the government,
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ambition, and favour their selfish views, than to the
benefit of the country Thus was turned into poison
that remedy, which, skillfully administered, might
have cured the complicated evils under which the
country laboured.

No sooner did the news of Lord Byron’s death
reach Salona, than letters were despatched by Colonel
Stanhope to Mr. Trelawney; who when he had
perused them, sailed instantly for Zante (May 6th),
where he was directed to apprise those, to whom the
Loan had been addressed, not to deliver any por-
tion of it to the Greek government, before it had
given a statement of the most pressing wants of the
state and the actual force of the army, with guarantees
to ensure the payment. Odysseus wrote to them in
the same sense, and indeed no measure could be
more conformable to the wishes of the factions.

Colocotrone, Petrobey, &c. sent also agents to
Zante, who protested against the delivery of the
Loan to the existing government. Had they not
been so powerfully operated upon by avarice, the
capitani might, by dedicating only a small portion of
their wealth to the payment of their soldiers, have
commanded the majority of the population, capable
of bearing arms, and in a few days completely de-
stroyed the government. But not one of them would
make the slightest sacrifice! This narrow-minded
policy, which had hitherto proved so great an obstacle
to the establishment of the constitution, became, in
this instance, its only safeguard; for no sooner was
the money remitted into the hands of the authorities
in administration, than its attraction proved so power-
ful that the chiefs were abandoned even by their most
zealous followers; and several of the capitani them-
selves rallied around the standard of government.

Mr. Trelawney occupies so romantic a place in
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not new were marvellous ; the quality atoning for the
quantity.

At length; in a fit of nostalgia, he determined on
returning home, the place of his birth appearing to
him then dearer than the three Arabias. His native
air soon cured him of this intermittent paroxysm, for
he found Cornishmen a tame set of persons. Grow-
ing weary of home, he ‘passed over to Italy, where
more room was afforded to indulge his oriental habits.
He formed there an acquaintance with Lord Byron,
who derived no little pleasure from the company of
so singular a character. He invited him to accompany
him into Spainj but hearing of the disasters, the con-
stitutional party had sustained, he proposed going
to Greece. Arrived at Cephalonia, Trelawney dis-
covered that Lord Byron was not romantic enough
to be his companion; and he started in consequence
for Peloponnesus; where having roamed in vain in
quest of a hero, he passed over to Athens. There
he met with Odysseus; and so powerful is the in.
visible force of sympathy, that, although they could
not understand each other’s’language, they became in
an instant, intimate friends.

According to Trelawney, Odysseus was the per-
sonification of the beau ideal of every manly per-
fection, mental and bedily. He swore by him, and
imitated him in the minutest actions. His dress,
gait, air and address were not only perfectly similar,
but he piqued himself even in being as dirty; having
as much vermin, and letting them loose from his
fingers in the same dignified manner as if sparing a
conquered enemy. This ridiculous spirit of imitation
was in other respects very useful to him; for it enabled
him to endure the privations and hardships, insepara-
ble from the Greek mode of warfare, with as much
apparent indifference as his prototype; sleeping on






CHAPTER XVII.

Turkish expedition against Ipsara—Character of the Ipsariots—
Unhealthy climate of Mesolonghi— The author’s illness—
Kindness of Lord Charles Murray—Character of the Greek
peasantry—Their oppreseion by the capitani.

A rEW days after Trelawney’s departure, informa-
tion arrived, that Colonel Stanhope was on his way
to Zante, and that Ipsara, threatened by the Turkish
fleet, had sent despatches to government, urgently
imploring the assistance of their brother islanders.
Of all Greek islanders, the Ipsariots were the most
barbarous. Ever dreaded as pirates, they arose into
notice only after the revolution. Their prosperity
rose on the misfortunes of Chio and Aivali, of which
they were the principal authors. After the destruc-
tion of the greater part of the population of that island,
they refused giving up the vessels belonging to its
wealthy merchants, and which they were in the habit
of navigating. Not satisfied with this, they plundered
every inhabitant of the above unfortunate places, who
sought shelter on their island, or demanded exorbitant
sums to transport them to some place of safety. How
many, who could not satisfy their avidity, were left
to fall preys to Turkish cruelty! Let me not be ac-
cused of exaggeration. Ask the hundreds of females,
who were sold in the bazaars of Smyrna and Con-
stantinople. Ask the destitute Chiots, wandering in
the Morea from place to place, from island to island.
Ask the Chiot merchants, who had time to fly to
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could be negotiated, had lent to the fleet no less
than twenty thousand dollars? Indeed, one might
be induced to credit the opinion, then prevalent, in
Greece, that the islanders secretly wished for the
humiliation of the Ipsariots, with whom they had
ever been on terms almost amounting to enmity.
It is difficult, however, for any one who has not
lived among them, to imagine how great an envy,
and how bitter a hatred subsist between the Spezziots
and the Hydriots even to this very day.

Mesolonghi, which at every time of the year is a
very unhealthy spot, becomes remarkably so at the
approach of summer. Its outskirts and even its in-
terior, as before observed, are during the winter rains
converted into one immense morass; and when the
waters dry up, the effluvia arising from so extensive a
marshy surface, occasion not only intermittents of the
worst description, but putrid disorders. The num-
ber of my patients, affected with typhus, was extra-
ordinary. Unhabituated to the climate, and con-
tinually exposed to the contagion, I did net fail to be
attacked myself by the same disorder. Tormented
by its worst symptoms, the horrors of which cannot
be conveyed to the mind by any description, I lay ona
feverish bed, watched negligently by a mercenary ser-
vant ; who, considering me an assured prey, anxiously
expected the moment I should expire, to possess him-
self of the few articles in my possession. A long
martyrized sufferer, I earnestly implored the parting
stroke.

While in that cruel intermediate state between
life and death, as it were, a stranger enters my apart-
ment, approaches my bed, and gently pressing my
hand, asks me in English how I feel; what makes
me suffer most? He answers my complaints with the
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nuts, the pleasant rides its smiling environs afford,
contributed rapidly to improve my health. During
the two months, I remained there, I availed myself
of the opportunity to observe the habits and study
the character of the Greek peasantry, in which it
was impossible not to observe the manifold evils,
which had arisen from the tyrannical administration
under which they lived.

Generally speaking, the Greek peasants are intel-
ligent, industrious, hardy, and indefatigable when-
ever their idol, money, is to remunerate their toils.
Frugal, temperate in habits, economical, not to say
parsimonious, inquisitive, suspicious, eager of know-
ledge, they possess all the rudiments, requisite to
form excellent husbandmen. They are passion-
ately fond too of every pursuit in the shape of trade.
Clownish manners are seldom observed among them.
They have grace, and something prepossessing in
their mode of presenting themselves. They express
themselves with fluency and harmony, very unlike
any of our peasantry; and they soon become familiar
with a stranger. On first meeting one they eye him
attentively from head to foot, and direct their ques-
tions with great penetration and good sense.

The blindest superstition is sedulously propagated
among them by the clergy; the belief in vampires,
fascination, witches, &c. &c. is universal; and, in
every sense of the word, they are buried in an idola-
try as profound as that of their pagan forefathers.

The administration of this and of all villages, dis-
persed over the country, had suffered no alteration
with the revolution, except that the Cogiabashi
(elder) dealt now with the Greek capitano instead
of the Turkish aga. The new chief, generally se-
lected from among the most notorious highway-
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of his faults, is to make him pay first, and then beat
him into the bargain.” As long as the capitano con-
tinued to honour the village with his presence, he
and his soldiers lived on the fatness of the land;
‘the poor peasant’s flock, ‘poultry-yard, and cellar,
daily feeling the effects of their revels.



CHAPTER XVIIL

Cogiabashi—Macri—His character—Description of Cerasovo—
Death of Draco.

No government would have been, comparatively
speaking, more wealthy than the Greek, if its re-
sources had been properly applied. Without en-
tering into minuter details, it will suffice to say,
that the richer districts of Morea had not suffered
i the least during the war of extermination that
succeeded the insurrection in 1822. Dramali de-
vastated only those of Argos, Corinth, and Sycyon;
but the province of Gastorini, the fertile plains of
Arcadia, Messenia, Mistra, &c., never resounded with
the din of war. The Greeks became possessors of every
object, belonging to the enemy, as peaceably as if
they had been yielded up to them by voluntary con-
cession. The mountain distriects were, if possible,
still less disturbed : the revolutionary blaze burst out
there so suddenly into general conflagration, that, so
to say, every Turk was smothered by the flames,
before he could think of escape. In the districts
of Calavuta, Phanari, Caritena, Leondari, Zakounia,
Bardounia, not an armed Mussulman remained alive
five days after the unfurling of the standard of the
cross. In continental Greece, the insurrection was
so sudden and unforeseen, that the Turkish popula-
tion had no time to take measures, but, like men
buried in sleep, were exterminated without resistance.

The produce of the above districts may be valued
at twenty millions of francs. Continental Greece and

M
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the islands might give half that sum. This certainly
might have supplied all the wants of the state; and
once secured by interior force against every possible
aggression of the enemy, the prosperity and wealth
of the country would daily have increased to such a
degree as to render it an object of envy to the sur-
rounding nations.

A baron, in the feudal ages, could not more ab-
solutely lord it over his vassals, than Gligori, the
Cogiabashi of Cerasovo, over the inhabitants of his
village. Not satisfied with the tenth of every pro-
duce, he obliged the peasants, by turns, to work
during a certain number of days in the year, on his
properties. I)jeremeé and argdr (fines, and contri-
butions of labour) were terms hourly in his mouth.
In case wood, or materials to build his house, were
wanted, he forced as many peasants, as were neces-
sary, to leave off their occupations and go, gratis,
with their own beasts of burden, to find and bring
whatever he might stand in need of. Every one
trembled before him; and sought, by oblations, in-
cense, and the most submissive appearance, to dis-
sipate the frowns of this angry divinity. And un-
fortunate was he, who unable to satisfy his pride or
his avarice, did not succeed in gaining his good
graces. He became instantly the object of his con-
stant, petty, vexations.

The cogiabashi of the neighbouring villages once
passed through Cerasovo. They remained one day
at Gligori’s, who regaled them with a splendid pic-
nic entertainment, of which, however, every one but
the contributors partook. He knew who had the
largest turkeys, kept register of the age of capons,
was informed where the fattest lambs, the best honey,
the oldest wine, could be had : and, in virtue of an
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gori’s father was killed by Macri’s band; and, a few
days after his death, the house, inhabited by his
family, was completely destroyed. Sirsta, a neigh-
bouring hamlet, became, on another occasion, the
theatre of their excesses. The situation of the pea-
santry, already so miserable throughout Greece, was
rendered still more so by the kleftes. They were
between anvil and hammer; being equally obliged to
maintain the thieves and the bands of Armatolis em-
ployed in their pursuit; and as much exposed to the
vexations of the Turk, if he detected them supplying
the thieves with provisions, or sending them informa-
tion, as to the resentment of the latter, should they
omit deing it. In case any depredation was com-
mitted in a district, it unavoidably brought loss upon
loss; and the contributions, raised to apprehend the
robbers, might, many times over, have bought the
objects, carried away.

Macri was a man guilty of every crime. Frequently
have I heard him relate some of his exploits with the
greatest sang-froid; though the slightest word of his
bloody narration harrowed up the hearer’s soul! Com-
pared to him, Turpin and Cartouche were as innocent
as babes. By remaining so many years among the
woods, these men had gradually become as savage as
the wild beasts, their only compamons Closely pur-
sued by the Armatolls, Macn, as he once related to
us, lived during six weeks entirely on raw herbs, and
now and then raw meat. He dared not light a fire,
lest its smoke or flame should lead to his detection.
He at last entered a poor cottage, the tenant of which
was an old woman, whom he found busy in preparing
a fire to bake some Indian corn bread. His hunger
was such, that, unable to stay any longer, he seized
the dough out of her hands, and in a few moments
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condemn them so freely, should look into the history
of their own country, and recollect the more recent
revolutions of France and the rest of Europe, the
bloody murders of the Protestants by the Catholics,
the thirty years’ war in Germany, or the cruelties
practised in our own country during its civil wars,
when the strongest natural ties were broken asunder,
and the warmest friends became the bitterest enemies.
And yet the cause of all the horrors, then committed,
was little better than a childish play about words.
Whatever judgment may be pronounced on the
conduct of the Greeks towards the Turks, one good
consequence arose from their cruelties. A line of
demarcation was, thereby, established between the
two nations; a barrier of blood, which rendered all
future approximation impossible. The Christian felt
he could no longer rely on pardon; he distrusted the
enticing promises of his enemy; and looked on his
moderation and assurances of clemency, as snares,
laid only to ensure his revenge. How often has the
affrighted Greek been ready to lay down his arms,
and implore mercy! but as often, seeing no alternative
between death and resistance, despair has inspired
him with fresh resolution, and fear, supplying pa-
triotic virtue, has maintained him independent. On
the other hand, however, had the Greeks showed
more humanity towards their oppressors, and -ob-
served more scrupulously the faith of capitulations,
every fortress in Peloponnesus would have been
yielded up into their hands by their garrisons, which,
more than once, were reduced to the last extremity.
The reader will judge from the report of the siege
of Coron, such as I gathered it from the mouth of
Mousa Bey and its principal inhabitants, during my
stay in that fortress, that no other consideration than
the certainty of undergoing the same lot as their






168 MEMOIRS ON GREECE.

boldest and most picturesque outlines; the relievo of
which is strikingly embellished by the ever-varying
hues of the atmosphere, and the gorgeous tints of an
eastern sky. A thousand rills, descending from the
hills, distribute beauty, verdure, and fertility, to the
plain; and terminate in three broad lakes, named by
the country people Nezére ; which, during the ardours
of summer, serve as inexhaustible reservoirs; renew-
ing by the abundant dews, their evaporation produces,
morning and evening, the freshness of the thirsty
plants, and serving the purposes of the agricultor in
the cultivation of rice, cotton, Indian corn, &c. The
ancients, who displayed in general so much taste in
the choice of situations for their cities and buildings,
could not be otherwise than struck by the beauty
and advantages of these regions: hence we find every
- position in the surrounding hills, that admits of de-
fence, occupied by ruins.

Above the modern village of Papadodes exist the
walls of a very extensive city. The acropolis, the
semicircular seats of the theatre, the foundations of a
temple, are quite distinct. I visited, also, the ruins
of another large city, on the north side of the plain;
within whose walls are the remains of a church built
during the lower empire. My friend, Mr. Finlay of
Glasgow, accompanied me in this excursion. This
young gentleman, the lively qualities of whose mind
are equalled only by the amiable dispositions of his
heart, escaped only by miracle the fatal tribute, paid
by most Europeans for their Philhellenism, or classical
curiosity. On his return to Cerasovo, he was attacked
by a most severe gastric fever, which soon brought on
most alarming symptoms; and as it was attended also
by the baneful influence of nostalgia, the most sedu-
lous care would have proved unavailable, had he not
in time been removed to Zante.
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On my arrival here, I found a Prussian, named
Rosener; one of the many, whom crosses in love
rendered Philhellenes. Treiber had advised him to
repair, during his convalescence, to this spot for
change of air. Two years had he been in Greece;
and after the defeat of the Philhellene regiment at
Petta, driven by necessity, he inlisted as private pa-
lichari, under the orders of Stornari, capitano of the
district of Arpropotamo; a man who, after the revo-
lution, possessed himself of immense wealth. Like
the generality of Greek chiefs, who, in this respect,
perfectly resemble the Albanian, his egotism neu-
tralized his courage. Nicitas and Marco Bozzari,
the only capitani who, on every occasion, exhibited
unquestionable proofs of courage, were equally dis-
tinguished by their disinterestedness. How can an
individual, who is governed by the love of gold, and
- who, above all things, regards personal safety, be
capable of encountering danger? If he ever ventures
on an undertaking, risk must be out of the question;
and the certainty of booty must allure him. Honour,
that talisman which amongst us renders the most
cowardly capable of the noblest actions, is entirely
unknown in the Greek armies. The instinct of self-
preservation so much preponderates above every other
sentiment, that they consider running into danger a
folly; and the idea of devoting one’s life for the ge-
neral weal, the height of folly. When informed, that
in engagements between European civilised nations,
entire regiments allow themselves to be mowed-down,
sooner than flinch from their position, the Greek sol-
dier would contemptuously shrug up his shoulders
and exclaim: ¢ Ma! 7 kovrde ewar rovrot o gpayyo!” € Oh!
what a stupid set are these Franks!” If ever Greek
or Philhellene, transported by martial ardour, ven-
tured on any valorous undertaking, he invariably be-
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came a victim to his imprudent courage, and was
abandoned by his followers at the most critical mo-
ment. Thus fell the eldest of the Petimesas, in at-
tempting to repulse a sortie of the Turkish garrison
of Corinth; thus the heroic Draco was allowed to fall
alive, in the cruel hands of Omer Pasha; and thus
failed the glorious attack of Marco. While spreading
death and terror around him, he vainly cried out for
Stornari and Caraiscachi to arrive and sustain his
small band, thus to achieve his victory. Unmindful
of their oaths, they basely kept aloof, till, overpowered
by numbers and fatigue, the only great man, Greece
had produced in these her bastard days, received his
fatal wound, and expired in the very tent of the ter-
rified Pasha.



CHAPTER XIX.

Religious observances—Fasts —Prejudices—Greek clergy.

MEeNTION has already been made of the habitual
frugality and simplicity of living, that distinguish the
Greeks ; and of the extraordinary voracity, displayed
during the festivals of their church. During the
better half of the year, obliged to observe the fasts
it prescribes, and which are far more rigid than those
of the Catholics—fish, eggs, milk, and in fact every
produce of red-blooded animals, being interdicted—
a piece of Indian corn bread, baked under the embers,
a dozen pickled olives, a few raw onions, or boiled
wild herbs, amply satisfy the appetite of a Greek.
He is never embarrassed for his meals; and, as Tour-
nefort quaintly remarks, ¢ will grow fat, where an
ass might die of hunger.” This is literally true;
because the latter eats the leaves only, while the
former cooks root and all.

No country can produce more savoury edible plants,
and no nation is better acquainted with the virtues
and properties of the various vegetables. At the
end of a day’s march, it is a singular sight for.a
new comer, to see the Greek soldiers spreading them-
selves all about the fields to botanize, as they say.
For while they are all stooping towards the ground,
collecting herbs, their fleecy capote makes them ap-
pear exactly like a flock of sheep grazing. After
filling their handkerchiefs with roots, frequently fif-
teen or twenty different species, they form a general
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mess; and, after boiling them, sit down in circles to
enjoy this simple fare.

The Greek religion, among the common people,
is entirely a religion of the stomach; for superstition,
which constantly presides at his board, teaches that
the orthodox use of food is the chief thing necessary
to arrive at salvation; that it is equally his duty as a
christian, who wishes to please the saints, the panagia,
and Christ, to fast at the appointed epochs, and to
gorge himself, as much as possible, with the various
viands under which the tables literally groan at their
celebration of festivals. The appetite is with them
in ratio with their devotion ; and were a Greek to die
of an indigestion, produced by inordinate gluttony,
he would be considered a martyr, and die with as
much assurance of going ‘to heaven, as the Maho-
medan, who falls in battle, of being immediately trans-
ported into the arms of the houris.

Fasting is looked upon by the Greek as a sacra-
ment, which even divine justice cannot violate. Let
no one accuse me of exaggeration; for so strictly
convinced is a kleftes of the all-atoning power of
fasting, that no consideration will induce him to break
it; though, on the very same day, he will, without
hesitation, commit the most dreadful atrocities.

Macri most religiously observed every fast in the
year. The Greeks retain in their religion various
Jewish ceremonies: they consider it a sin, for in-
stance, to eat the flesh of an animal that has been
smothered, as fowls and pigeons frequently are by us.
This prejudice is so deeply rooted, that, after shoot-
ing a bird or hare, they cut the throat of the animal,
and refuse to eat it afterwards unless it bleeds. The
horror, they entertain for the land tortoise, is in-
vincible. Nothing can induce them even to touch
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the universal contempt of the better-informed part of
the nation. And here it may not be improper to
enter a little deeper into this important subject.

The Greek clergy is divided into two classes,
the monastic and the secular: the former (.péuévaxor)
are, from their youth, entirely educated in convents;
and, after making vows of perpetual celibacy, are
admitted into holy orders. All the learning, wealth,
and dignities of the church, were in their absolute
power, and, by means of these three omnipotent en-
gines, they had, at all times, maintained a powerful
authority over the people. The latter class, called
xooporaradec, entered into holy orders after marriage.
The only education, required of them, was the being
able to read the liturgy in Greek. It mattered little
whether they understood it or not; that was no busi-
ness of theirs. They lived among the people, as
curates formerly did in the poorer parts of North
Wales; but their profits were so small, that to main-
tain themselves and families, they were in villages
fated to depend chiefly on their manual exertions;
and they never could aspire to further advancement.
Their poverty and ignorance could procure to them
little influence over the people; for they stood almost
exactly on the same level in temporal matters: they
were, therefore, mere passive tools in the hands of
the upper clergy.

The insulation of the hierarchy from the rest of
society, the total separation and even opposition of

- their interests, inevitably gave rise to an aristocratical
influence which imposed a yoke on the neck of the
Greek, almost as oppressive as that of the pasha. In
order to conciliate the protection of the Turkish
authority,the bishop made them handsome annual pre-
sents, which naturally came from his flock. Having
thus tacitly purchased impunity, he could indulge
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of the cross; and the unshackled profession of chris-
tinanity, they could never be prevailed upon to quit
a certainty for an uncertainty, or to sacrifice their
interests to those of their flock. The Heetareia ex-
pected to meet in the clergy the principal obstacle to
the accomplishment of their wishes.

In fact, as soon as the Turkish authorities in Pelo-
ponnesus began to entertain apprehensions, on hear-
ing the news of the insurrection in Moldavia and
Wallachia, the presence of a Russian army on the

“banks of the Pruth, the disturbances at Constan-
tinople, and the discontent of the Greeks throughout
the empire, they felt the necessity of adopting mea-
sures to prevent disturbances in the peninsula; and,
in order to deliberate on this question, they judged
it expedient to assemble their most trust-worthycoun-
sellors; viz. the principal dignitaries of the Greek
church, and the primates.

So little aware had these persons been of a revo-
lution being on the point of bursting out in their
country, that they unsuspectingly went to Tripolitza;
and were proposing the readiest means of disarming
the people, and of lessening the daily increasing
number of kleftes, when the explosion took place.

Germanos, bishop of Patras, was on his way to
the assembly; when he received information of the
massacre of the patriarch, of the first dignitaries of
the Greek church, at Constantinople, and of part of
the whole Greek population in that city. He im-
mediately changed his direction; and concluding
that the Turks in Peloponnesus would follow the
example of their sultan, and that the extermination
of the heads of the clergy and every individual of
note was decreed, despair pointed out to him, as the
sole expedient, to unfurl the standard of the cross,
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and without delay to make every man of influence in
the country aware of the conspiracy, formed against
their religion and lives.

This intelligence spread over the Morea with the
rapidity of lightning. Every where the clergy, see-
ing no alternative, between death, spoliation, perse-
cution, and exile, or open revolt, shaking off their
apathy, employed all the influence and eloquence
they would otherwise have used to smother the rising
flame of liberty, in order to produce a more rapid
and general conflagration.

Zaimi of Calavrita, Londo of Vostitza, the Peti-
meras, obeyed instantly the call of their country.
The bishops of Helos, of Modon, numerous hegou-
meni, and monks, placed themselves at the head of
armed bodies of peasants, whose ardour they increased
by the hopes of Turkish spoils; and by representing
the war not only as one for independence, but for
the defence of their faith and their own existence.
They reassured the timid by showing how easy their
triumph would be, since Russia was coming to their
assistance. .

The Mainots, who were at all times In arms, in-
stantly obeyed the signal. Colocotroni and all the
former capitani of kleftes, whom the fate of war had
compelled to abandon the Morea, presented them-
selves to the old companions of their dangers. The
name of this celebrated leader operated like magic
on the whole population; and, in less than a week,
every province had risen in arms. Thus, the class,
which, according to all human probability, was to
prove most hostile to the insurrection, from unfore-
seen circumstances, became its principal support.

Without this coincidence, the revolution never
could have taken place. The clergy only were able
to destroy the spell, which had so long held in chains

N
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the energies of the people. Their persuasions only
could dissipate the hesitation, and rouse the timidity
of the Moriot. More miraculous than the dragon’s
teeth, their words at once started the armed legions
from every part of the land; and this proves, that
the Greek insurrection owed its origin not, as most
writers have asserted, to preconceived plans and for-
tunate combinations, but to casualties which could
not have been foreseen.



CHAPTER XX.

Influence of the clergy diminished—Despotism and avarice of the
capitani— Their insubordination—Illness and death of Lord
Charles Murray— His noble character—Sessini—Character of
the Greek Logiotati.

AvrtHOUGH the clergy had thus been chiefly in-
strumental in bringing about the revolution; yet as
soon as the national independence was once esta-
blished, they possessed but little influence in the
administration of affairs. They had themselves de-
stroyed the principal prop of their temporal power.
Turkish authority had fallen; and their influence
fell with it. On maturer reflection little or no gra-
titude was professed towards them, by the people;
for necessity and fear, rather than inclination and
patriotism, had forced them to contribute to the
triumph of that liberty they, till now, had been the
foremost to restrain. But the chief reason of the
obscurity, in which the clergy remained, was de-
ficiency of talent amongst its members. The most
respectable part of the higher clergy had been
strangled in the prisons of Tripolitza. A few of
those, who escaped a similar fate, attempted to take
a part in the government, but soon gave up the
task, as far exceeding their strength. Papaflessa
was the only exception. He distinguished himself
by his zeal as agent of the Hetareia before the in-
surrection, by his courage and activity as a warrior,
when the nation was in arms; by the ardour he
always displayed in support of the constitution against
the rebels; and by the noble manner, in which he

N 2
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fell at Coufiero, after vainly attempting to oppose
Ibrahim Pasha’s victorious march. As I shall here-
after have occasion to speak more at length of his
character, I shall content myself with merely ob-
serving, that, although a member of the church,
far from having any attachment for it, or living ac-
cording to its rules, he took the earliest opportunity
of renouncing the profession. The spiritual power
of the clergy, however, continued to exercise the
same absolute authority over the ignorant part of
the population; but instead of employing it to esta-
blish harmony, peace, and good-will, they became,
on repeated occasions, firebrands of discord.

A former patient of mine, the Eparch of Vrachori,
honoured me one evening with his company. He
was on his way to his prefecture, where, from in-
formation received, he now hoped to return in safety.
Being a prudent logiotato, hé¥juged it expedient,
however, not to venture on too rashly; and while his
eclaireurs reconnoitred the real state of things, he
condescended to take his place at my humble board ;
where he related to me the causesf his precipitate
flight from Vrachori. Staino Staico and his aide-
de-camp, a notoriously profligate monk, had placed
themselves at the head of two hundred soldiers, in
" order to oppose Alexachi Vlachopoulo, whom Ma-
vrocordato had appointed capitano of that province.
The Eparch, being himself a government man, re-
fusing to acknowledge the legitimacy of Staico’s pre-
tensions, the latter resolved to revenge himself for
the affront. During the night he broke into the
house of the prefecture, from which Mr. Demetri,
advised, as it were, by some preserving angel, had
absented himself for a few moments. After de-
stroying the seals of government, and taking every
object, they could lay their hands upon, they hand-
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Nothing could be more melancholy, than the in-
ternal administration of the different prefectures.
Most of them were the scenes of similar disturb-
ances; and where no rival disputed the authority of
the existing capitano, he reigned like the most ab- °
solute despot. Vain were all attempts to lessen the
evil by sending Eparchs, to separate civil from mili-
tary power. What amelioration could an unassisted
stranger bring against an armed capitano, whom he
wished to dispossess of the better half of his autho-
rity? These gentlemen, who generally dealt in very
* broad hints, soon gave the Eparchs to understand,
that they must change opinions or quarters. Thus
Phoca, Eparch of Venetico, was forced precipitately
to abandon his prefecture, to escape the resentment
of Zangana, whose rapacity he had sought in vain
to oppose. Most prefects did not, however, display
so much delicacy of conscience; but, mindful of the
proverb, that one must howl when among wolves, he
howled louder than the wolves themselves.

The most notorious among these Eparchs for ex-
tortion was, no doubt, Jani Soutzo. No one better
than he possessed the talent of making hay, while
the sun shone. In less than eight months, from a
beggar he became a man of easy circumstances. Such
were the abuses he committed, that, disregarding his
Fanariot birth, Mavrocordato was obliged to dismiss
him from his employment of Eparch of Anatolico; yet,
shortly after his arrival at Anapli, instead of being
brought to trial and punished, as he richly merited,
this corrupt man was appointed Eparch of the pro-
vince of Calavrita.

On the 9th of August, towards evening, an ex-
press from Mavrocordato arrived, informing me, that,
having received intelligence, that Lord Charles Mur-
ray was detained by a serious illness, at Gastouni,
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see this; for, on many occasions, witnessing the mi-
serable state of several Philhellenes, he gave them his
own linen and money; and that no one ever applied
to him for assistance, without receiving some proof
of his charity. Indeed his liberality was not in pro-
portion to his means; for several very just motives
his father had limited his annual allowance to four
hundred pounds; yet during his short stay at Meso-
longhi he must have spent nearly the whole of that
sum. He contributed to the erection of the Lunette
in front of the fortifications of that town; and re-
quested it might bear the name of William of Orange,
to whose family he felt proud of being allied.

On my informing Sessini of the noble extraction
of the deceased, of the zeal and devotedness, he had
ever professed to promote the welfare of Greece, of
his numerous virtues and amiable qualities, &c. he
gave orders, that his funeral should be celebrated
with all possible pomp; and that military honours
should be paid over his grave. The archpriest Cy-
rillus pronounced on the occasion an impressive dis-
coursc. What an eloquent contrast might he not
have instituted between the selfish, rapacious, feel-
ings of those, that assisted at the ceremony, and
those which animated this noble Philhellene! Not
only had he volunteered into the service of their
nation, without any other motive, than that of in-
dulging the benevolence of his heart, and acquiring
the satisfaction of having concurred to their rege-
neration; but he had sacrificed in this noble and dis-
interested pursuit, wealth, comforts, and at last his
life. How could Sessini see, without blushing, this
Englishman emptying his purse to relieve the neces-
sities of Greeks, while he recalled to his mind the
thousand acts of injustice, by which he had filled his
coffers with the wealth of his own brethren!
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discovering in their interior little mines of gold, as
Madame Sessini was vexed on detecting her error.
She in vain applied to the police for restitution. It
was replied to her representations, that since they
were registered at the custom-house, as cheeses, they
were legally bought as such, and that the loss of the
money was a just punishment for the deceit, which
she had practised so long on the government.

The wealth of Sessini was thought to amount to
two millions of dollars. His manners, dress, and
ideas were quite Turkish.. He kept a harem of
Musulmen women; and he insisted on those, who
were in his immediate dependence, naming his sons
Beizade, when speaking of them; and Michal-Bey,
or Chrysantho-Bey, when-addressing them in per-
son. These young men, though intrusted with the
defence of Elis, against the incursions of the gar-
risons of Patras and its castle, were so remiss in their
duty, that the enemy might, at all times, advance
without opposition as far as Gastouni: and a few
days previous, the Turks, in consequence, were en-
abled to surprise the inhabitants of Lechena, a vil-
lage at an hour’s distance from the town. After
killing the men, they conveyed the women and chil-
dren to Patras.

I met at Sessini’s Mr. Polyzoidi, a gentleman,
who accompanied the Greek deputies to London,
and had returned to Peloponnesus with the first
instalment of the Loan. Notwithstanding his strong
attachment to the government, he condescended to
partake of Sessini’s antipatriotic fare; and in justice
to Sessini, every one must confess, that, of all Greek
capitani, he was by far the most hospitable. Mr.
Polyzoidi, though a Logiotato, was very different
from the generality of individuals belonging to that
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class*, who may be considered as a compound of
European depravity and Greek barbarism. Having
exchanged the few good qualities, ignorance might
give him, for the tinsel and quackery of learning and
civilization, which he uses merely as a mantle, to
conceal the deformity of inward corruption; he is,
at bottom, as ambitious, as unjust, and as rapacious
as any other; but he has become such a proficient in
cant, that, if his drawling periods, in respect to vir-
tue, were credited, even Phocion, or Aristides him-
self, would be esteemed his inferior. Possessing no
other acquaintances, but what he may have picked
up during a stay of two or three years at some uni-
versity, or counting-house in Europe, he is full of
conceit and presumption; has become a freethinker,
runs down every religion; and expresses himself
habitually in aphorisms, paradoxes and axioms, so
Hellenic in the diction, that no one can understand
them. Mathematics, classics, chemistry, geography,
the most elementary, or the most abstruse sciences,
are equally familiar to his knowledge. Politics and
political economy are his favourite topics. Positive
in all his assertions, he replies to any observation,
however judicious, in so supercilious a manner, as if
a god were condescending to speak with a mortal.
Shoals of this mixed breed of mortals came out to
Greece; and their intolerable impertinence was, no
doubt, the principal cause of the dislike and con-
tempt in which the uneducated part of the nation
held the civilised Greek. Hence, though there were
certainly among them some men of ment they all
shared the same fate.

Philhellenes have loudly complained of the un-

* The greater part of the Greeks, employed in the civil ad-
ministration, belong to the class of Logiotati.
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grateful conduct of the Greeks towards them. Some
of their accusations are undoubtedly true; but others
bear the character of exaggeration, imparted by dis-
appointment in views not always the wisest. The
greater part of their misfortunes, however, are at-
tributable rather to the envious disposition of the
Logiotati, than to the ill disposition of the common
people, against foreigners. If the common peasant
disregarded the Philhellene, his ignorance hindered
him from appreciating the merits of the sacrifices the
other had made; while the conduct of the Greeks,
who had lived in Europe, arose entirely from malig-
nity and envy.
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Dervish Pasha of Larissa, who, a month before, had
arrived at Amblani, not far from Salona. After
sweeping the whole country before them, they were
to unite their forces at Epacto, and, seconded by
the fleet under the Capitan Pasha’s orders, to under-
take the siege of Mesolonghi.

But so inherent is want of foresight in the Greek
character, so great is the blind confidence which a
little success gives him, that, unless the blow be
actually falling on his head, he will not think of
avoiding it.

Rumours of war now assailed them from every
quarter. Albania had already sent forth three armies.
Negropont was preparing a fourth. Letter after
letter gave information that the formidable Ibrahim
had sailed from Egypt; their friends tremblingly
entreated them to be on their guard; they requested
them to consider, that this new opponent was not
like those they had hitherto defeated; but was in-
calculably their superior in discipline, regular ad-
ministration, unlimited wealth, exhaustless provisions,
and submissive obedience. But no remonstrances
could surmount the unaccountable indifference and
contemptuous apathy, with which the whole mass of
the nation, from the effeminate primate down to the
lowest peasant, listened to these appalling news. In
no country was less interest exhibited for Greece,
than in Greece itself. A giant, informed of the
machinations of a puny dwarf to destroy him, could
not display more sovereign disregard. They com-
pared the nation to a rock, against which the waves
in vain exert their fury. ¢ How can we fear?” I
once heard a capitano say: ¢ Almost unarmed, we
have annihilated a whole Turkish population; taken
fortresses; destroyed Dramali, and his thirty thou-
sands, though led by seven pashas; repulsed Omer
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the convent where the prince and his staff had taken
up their quarters.

Ligovitzi is a mountain about 1500 feet in height,
rising at the north-western extremity of the plain of
Vrachori. It is almost in the centre of Acarnania
and Atolia; ten leagues distant from Mesolonghi,
and five from Caravansera. A lake and extensive
morass defend the approach of its eastern skirts.
Towards the south they are covered by a thick
wood; on the north, access is less difficult. This
position might, by proper intrenchments, have been
rendered very strong. The ancients had built a
fortified town on the insulated knoll, that crowns its
summit ; its walls were yet sufficiently preserved to
afford a strong defence; eight hundred men belong-
ing to Macri, Pesli, Staino Staico, Costa Veli, and
Mr. Jarvis, had intrenched themselves behind them,
amongst the steep rocks commanding the platform
on which the church and monastery are erected.
Five hundred men were charged with the defence
of this last position. Want of water, however, pre-
vented its being susceptible of offering a long resist-
ance; and notwithstanding Mavrocordato’s wishes to
establish here a dep6t for provisions and ammunition,
his endeavours were fruitless.

All this arose from a'vice in the distribution of
the rations. The most honest capitano was only
satisfied when he could give in treble the number of
men, under his orders, and receive pay and provisions
for the fictitious, as well as for the existing, soldiers.
Others went further; and, not to multiply instances,
I shall mention Capitan Ciaoushi, who had the im-
pudence to present himself before Mavrocordato with
five instead of fifty followers, for whom he daily
received allowances. The important outpost of Ma-
chald was occupied by a Chiliarch, who took rations
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for thirty men; but on investigation, his company
was found to consist merely of a palichari, an ass,
and himself!

Thus nearly two-thirds of the provisions, brought
to the camp, were regularly sent back by the same
convoy that had brought them; and were sold at
Anatolico, or any where else, for the benefit of the
capitano and his favourites.

Vain was the attempt to put a stop to this abuse,
by distributing to every man separately the ration, to
which he was entitled. Vulpiotti, the commissary,
having, in compliance with Mavrocordato’s injunc-
tion, refused to Macri’s men more than their proper
share, was so ill-treated by their yataghans, that, during
several days, he could not quit his bed. The other
capitani, far from blaming this conduct, gave it plainly
to be understood, that should the slightest alteration
be made in the distribution of provisions, they would
immediately quit the camp. They expressed much
surprise to hear such a reform proposed, at a time
when Alexachi Vlachopoulo continued to be the
prince’s favourite, and Cazzaro the captain of his
own body guard, although he knew sufficiently well,
that neither of them kept even one-fourth of the
appointed soldiers. They observed to him bluntly,
that before reforming others, he should begin by
setting a good example himself, and look into his
own household; where the most degrading and bare-
faced spirit of depredation and prodigality reigned;
that he had surrounded himself with the most im-
moral and interested set of men, the dregs of the
corruption of Wallachia; and that if he did not rob
himself, yet, by allowing his retinue to do it, and
partaking the fruit of their injustice, he forfeited all
claims to his boasted integrity, and was at bottom
no better than the rest.

o
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Hence it may be seen, that the insolent capitani
estecmed Mavrocordato’s aunthority, in the light of a
mere shadow, It became, indeed, the daily sport of
their caprice; and was exposed to the grossest insults,
which his hope of being useful to his country alone
enubled him to bear with resignation. The common
people partook, unfortunately, too much of the mode
of thinking of the capitani, in regard to their go-
vernor, Ie had lost every consideration, because his
authority never inspired fear, and because he never
earried his threats or promises into execution. Few
nectned him of evil intentions; but every one looked
upon him aw the frogs in the fable looked on their
logwood king.

Henco it arose, that the two proclamations, he
Iwuenl from the monastery, produced no more effect
than his other orders had done. In vain, did he
threnten to punish those, who, capable of bearing arms,
should rofuo to listen to the appeal of their invaded
oountry.  Whosoever found it his interest to repair
to Ligovitsi presented himself at the camp; but
nlne in ton consulted their personal safety by return-
ing, "ome to Anatolico, Mesolonghi, and the islands,
shounding in the Lauke of Lesini, there loitering in
the cafény others to the plain of Vrachori, or the
lonian Islandw; while the poorer classes removed,
with their familios and cattle, to the mountains of
Cravari, Lidoriki or Apochoro. An appeal to the
putviotinm of the Ktolians and Acarnanians was still
more unanecessful @ it was an endeavour to rouse into
vital netion a corpse, from which the spark of life
had long flod,

The private remonstrances and entreaties, Mavro-
cordato duily made to the capitani, tended only to
ronder his presence in the army so intolerable, that
they gave him to understand, that war not being his
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department, matters would go on much better, if he
would cease to interfere in their affairs ; and allowing
them to fight their own way, return to Mesolonghi,
where he could be more useful, by providing mea-
sures to pay the troops, and supply them with am-
munition and other necessaries.

Although Mavrocordato could not but feel, that
he had become a mere cipher, he replied to the
arguments of the capitani, that he acted as a key-
stone to keep them together. For he knew so well
the jealousy and secret enmity, existing between
them, that he was positive, that if he left the camp,
they would all immediately disband ; and each go his
own way. If the dissolution of the army, which kept
the enemy in countenance, took place, there was not
a doubt but that the Albanians would instantly invade
the country, and again destroy the harvests of its
unfortunate inhabitants. Had Mavrocordato to do
with a less demoralized band of barbarians, his counsels
might have proved of essential service, since the plan
of the campaign was well devised; but it is certain,
that, had he even been the most consummate of ge-
nerals, his orders would have been slighted in the
same manner ; and himself become the object of their
mockery and derision. '

o2



CHAPTER XXIL

Neglext of the Greeks in guarding their eutpasts—Speech of the
superior of 2 manssterv—Cenduct of the Groeks at Babini.

It will easily be credited, that amidst chiefs and
soldiers imbued with these principles, neither order
nor subordination could reign in our camp. Every
The most important were often abandoned as being
more exposed or less convenient:—each, considering
himself on a footing of equality, consulted his own
pleasure, and that only in leaving or returning to the
army, and disclaiming all obedience to superiors or
deference to authority. Commeon security, it might
be thought, should have made these men equally
anxious to see the outposts well guarded. Yet so little
attention was paid to this service, that almost every
night considerable detachments entered and left the
camp without being noticed. As this may appear
incredible to those who have never been in a Greek
camp, I shall corroborate my statement by relating
the following fact.

I was sitting, with some other gentlemen, one
evening, after supper, with Mavrocordato; and as we
were engaged in an interesting conversation, we re-
mained till after midnight. On a sudden, we heard
numerous voices at the gate of the convent. Very
much alarmed at this, one of the company looked out
of a window, and announced that a large body of
soldiers were endeavouring to force open the convent
gate. Hardly had he spoken, when half a dozen
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under the command of Andrea Isco, who might have
done the enemy much harm. Stornari, Liacata, and
Rangos, had united their forces, which amounted to
about 1200. But instead of attacking the enemy in
the rear, they preferred, under the absurd pretence
of operating a diversion, to fall on the unfortunate
Rayas, who inhabited the villagesin the Ragovitzi, and
in the environs of Arta. They attempted to justify
the thousand atrocities they committed on their core-
ligionaries by saying, that they had been commanded
by their government to consider as the property of
an enemy that of every Greek, who, instead of join-
ing the standard of independence, continued to live
under the authority of the Turks.

In one of these villages, where the inhabitants
offered to resist, several were killed on both sides;
among others, the first cousin of Rangos. Carefully
avoiding every place, where they were likely to meet
with Turks, they pillaged every Christian house where
they knew they could get booty without danger. They
respected nothing. The superior of a monastery
which had, also, been plundered by these soldiers,
came to Ligovitzi, in order to complain of their con-
duct, and to ask restitution of what the convent had
lost. Seeing all his applications useless, he burst into
8 violent rage, and turning himself towards the sol-
diers, said: ¢ Christians! you name yourselves; and
the enemies of our faith could not treat us worse than
you have. Regardless of sacrilege, you have polluted
with impious steps the Holy of Holies. And your
rapacious hands have robbed the sacred vases, con-
secrated to the service of the God, you pretend to
adore. Tremble! for crimes do not lead to liberty;
the merited curses and imprecations of your injured
brethren will rise to heaven, and solicit revenge. To
palliate your guilt, you call us Turcolatri; and blush
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would be attacked, if the enemy persisted in his reso-
lution of proceeding to Epacto: as in that case he
could not leave behind him such a large body of
troops, which, if not driven off the field, might inter-
cept his convoys and molest him in a thousand ways.

That all attempts of the enemy might be the more
readily frustrated, a solemn bond was formed between
the capitani of the two camps; and promises of mu-
tual assistance in case of attack. Certain signals were
fixed upon to announce the approach of the Turks;
and, on their appearance, those, who should perceive
the fires were, without delay, to march to support the
others. '

In the morning, three fires were perceived on the
hill of Aetos. The capitani assembled immediately
at the convent to deliberate which of them should put
himself in march, and by whom our camp should be
kept. Every one endeavoured to prove, more cla-
morously than his neighbour, that it was not fit, that
he should go in preference to another. Mavrocor-
dato, perceiving that the time was precious and not
to be wasted in interminable disputes, rose, and said:
““ Gentlemen, as for me I shall go, and let whoever

-loves his country follow me.”

In an instant, the whole army was in motion; and
even those, who, a moment before, had been loudest
in demanding to remain behind, were now among
the foremost. In the same manner as at first no one
would march; now, no one would remain. The camp
was thus completely deserted. Hardly had we ad-
vanced half a league towards the plain of Babini,
when Macri, who most unwillingly led the vanguard,
ordered a halt. He assured every one, that he per-
ceived the enemy’s banners on the hill of Machala
and that they were evidently advancing towards us.
His men confirmed their general’s opinion, and
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trenched themselves, and established a battery, from
which they began firing on the fortress. Youssouf
Pasha, who was then at the castle of Morea, actuated
by the most fanatical courage, and the contempt of
the Giaours, placed himself at the head of 150 Delhis,
determined to die for the faith, or drive away the
besiegers. Arrived close to the town, he ordered
the men to fire their muskets, in order to apprize the
garrison of the fortress of their arrival; and without

- further delay, charged on the Greeks, who, panic-
struck, fled without even offering the slightest re-
sistance. Mavrocordato and Caradja, who had just
arrived in Greece, lost every object they had brought
with them. They owed their lives only to the swift-
ness of their horses. The Turks, after conveying to
the fortress the booty they found on this occasion,
reduced the town to ashes.

Mercenary feelings only actuated the Albanians;
and fanaticism, which proves a never-failing stimulus
to the true Osmanli’s courage, has no effect whatever
on them. Interest made them change their religion;
and to gain money is the only article of their creed,
and their guide in war. Far from wishing the ex-
termination of the enemy, the Albanian apprehends
nothing more than his destruction; because his ser-
vices being then no longer required, he is compelled
to return to the barren mountains, and being de-
prived of a most lucrative occupation, he thinks the
destroying of the Greeks as irrational an act, as set-
ting fire to his own harvest.



CHAPTER XXIII.

Peasants surprised by the Turks—Inhuman conduct of Macri—
Jani Souka and his mistress.

THE only undertaking of any note, which took
place during the whole of this pretended campaign,
was an incursion towards Vrachori. Encouraged by
the boasting assurances of the capitani, some of the
poorer inhabitants of this once flourishing town were
employed in reaping the Indian corn, which forms
their chief nourishment. The enemy, they were
told, was so closely surrounded on every side, and
so attentively watched, that he could not make the
slightest movement without being instantly perceived ;
that, far from thinking of advancing, he was rather
meditating how toretreat without danger—they might,
therefore, continue their agricultural occupations in
perfect security.

But to their surprise and horror, they, one morning
at daybreak, found themselves surrounded by a large
body of Turkish cavalry. All the men were put to
the sword ; the women and children led into captivity!
We saw from our camp large droves of oxen and
sheep, escorted by horsemen, proceeding in the di-
rection of Caravansera. At this sight our palicharis,
after vociferating a long litany of injurious epithets
and ridiculous menaces against the enemy, contented
themselves with discharging their guns and pistols
in the air. No one offered to descend into the plain
to rescue the booty out of their hands.

Many smaller villages were plundered also by the
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enemy: and in that of Calyvia, Achmet Pasha, ne-
phew of Omer Pasha, surprised in the bed, which
she occupied only for the third time, the lovely bride
of a Greek Papa, who came shortly after to Ligo-
vitzi, and endeavoured to excite the Greeks to fly to
her rescue. His exhortations, however, were vain.

Towards the beginning of September, I was called
to the assistance of two Anatolikiots, whom I found
lying in an almost lifeless state; occasioned by a
most inhuman bastinado, they had received from
Macri and his men. The particulars of this fact
will enable the reader to form some opinion as to
the manner of administering justice in Greece. The
establishment of juries was not even dreamed of.
During a quarrel, which had arisen at Anatolico be-
tween some of the inhabitants and the lawless sol-
diers of Macri, some of the latter were wounded.
As soon as this was reported to the capitano, he
ordered his men to get under arms, and to accom-
pany him to Anatolico. In vain did Mavrocordato,
and the other chiefs, endeavour to soothe his anger,
by representing to him, that the local authorities of
Anatolico should be enjoined instantly to investigate
the affair, and punish the delinquents with due seve-
rity; or to suspend his resolution, by pointing out
the danger, to which he exposed the whole camp, by
abandoning his position so suddenly when we ex-
pected daily to be attacked.

After a thousand difficulties, he consented to re-
main, on the promise that the Anatolikiots, who had
wounded his men, should forthwith be brought to
the camp, and tried before an assembly of capitani.
The next morning an outpost, which he had pur-
posely placed, came to apprize him of their approach.
He went in person to meet them; and, without losing
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Arta, and accompanied one of the capitano’s men,
whom he had sent to that town on an errand. She
entreated her lover, in consideration of the irresisti-
ble motive that actuated her, to overlook her im-
prudence in taking such a step without first con-
sulting him. She could not, she said, exist far from
the man she loved. For his sake she had sacrificed
every interest and consideration; and representing
to him the danger, which would inevitably burst
upon both their heads, were they to return to Al-
bania, owing to the resentment of her relations, she
urged him to join the Greeks. His qualities as a
seldier would be as much prized and as well re-
munerated by them as they were by the pasha; and
for the remainder of his days, he would enjoy, un-
disturbed, all the sweets of independence and love,
the only real blessings of this life.

Jani Souka took her advice; and having fled to
our camp, informed Mavrocordato with the state of
the Turkish army; ahd at the same time dissipated
our fears by relating to us the exaggerated ideas, the
enemy entertained of our force. He informed us,
too, that the interior of Albania was so much dis-
turbed by dissensions and petty wars, that Omer
Vrioni’s attention was entirely directed towards that
quarter; and as he himself said, thought of extin-
guishing the fire that threatened his own house,
before he could think of saving his neighbour’s. He
judged it besides useless, to advance towards Meso-
longhi before the arrival of the capitan Pasha’s fleet;
which, according to late information, was still in the
waters of Mytilene.
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by the addition of one-eighth of a grain of tartar-
emetic to every drachm. Being myself attacked
with the same complaint, I got rid of it quickly
by following the treatment, which I had found so
successful with my patients.

Scarcely was I convalescent, when notice was
brought me that Mavrocordato had fallen seriously
ill.  With all possible haste I returned to the camp,
and found him labouring under a bilious fever,
brought on by the unwholesomeness of the water,
the pestilential nature of the air at the convent,
improper diet, and, above all, by the uninterrupted
mental agitation, with which a thousand vexations
hourly embittered his existence.

Convinced that, in this case, the removal of moral
causes was of more importance, than medical treat-
ment, or at least that the omission of the former
would baffle the best directed efforts of the latter,
I insisted on his leaving the camp instantly. He
was consequently removed to Chrysovitza; a village
four hours to the west of Ligovitzi.

The landscape around this place is beautiful ; the
ancient ruins crowning its insulated mountain, and
overshadowed by the lofty oaks that adorn it, pre-
sent a highly picturesque appearance. Xeromero
(dry district) is the name, under which this part
of the country is known, owing to the scarcity of
water. On this account it is little cultivated ; yet
its hills and the country throughout are in general
more wooded than any other parts of Greece. Its
forests were the favourite retreats of the Kleftes, and
are often celebrated in their songs, as the theatre of
their encounters with the Armatolis.

A few days after our arrival in this village, Spiro

Milio presented himself to Mavrocordato, with a
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three days, with his political dissertations and plansj
but his remarks and conversation were characterized
by the most disgusting vanity and pretension. Little
inclined to relish the hardships of a Greek soldier’s
life, and finding the secondary situations, proposed
to him by Mavrocordato, to be below his notice, he
hastened to return to Mesolonghi, whence he pro-
ceeded to Anapli. The latter volunteered to act as
Mavrocordato’s secretary.

This gentleman was born at Zagori, a district not
far from loanina, famous throughout the Levant for
its breed of itinerant quacks. The male population
consists solely of M.D.’s; Zagoriot and doctor being
synonymes; and indeed, the medical profession be-
comes, in their hands, so lucrative, as entirely to
supersede the necessity of any other. An idea of
their wealth may be formed from their houses, which
are well-built, spacious, and the best furnished in
Turkey. When at home, they live like gentlemen
at large.

It may not prove uninteresting to those, who wish
to ascertain the state of medicine in Turkey, to hear
some particulars relative to the education and quali-
fications, requisite to obtain a degree at this singular
university, The first thing taught to the young
men is the professional language; a dissonant jargon
composed purposely to carry on their business, hold
consultations, &c. without being understood by any
being in existence but themselves. They are then
taught reading sufficiently to decipher the pages of
their «orposogs, or manuscript, containing a selection of
deceptive formule, for all possible diseases, incident
to human nature. When a candidate has given be-
fore the elders proofs of his proficiency in these at-
tainments, they declare him to be, dignus entrare in
docto nostro corpore; and he then prepares to leave
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yields his dignity to the servant, and does the same
offices to him, as he was wont to receive; the drago-
.man becomes herald, the herald apothecary, &c.

The wealth of the Zagoriots attracted the cupidity
of Ali Pasha. Some of the richest had time to escape
over to Europe. The rest of the population had to
pay the enormous impositions, this despot annually
laid upon their province. For these motives, had
Mr. Polychroniades fled from his country; but al-
though during his prolonged stay in Europe he
picked up some information, he did not yet become
a great proficient in science, which indeed he only
cultivated as a Zagoriot does medicine.

We were also honoured by the society of Mr.
Prassino, eparch of Xeromero and Vonitza, who came
to pay a visit to Mavrocordato, emissary of the Het-
areia ; he informed us of the apathy, testified by the
Greek population to the calls of liberty, when before
the bursting out of the revolution he travelled about
the country, to ascertain the state of the public feel-
ing. He never expected, he said, that, of their own
accord, his countrymen would throw off the yoke, to
which they seemed so well accustomed. Ali Pasha’s
death, and Sultan Mahmoud’s cruel conduct towards
the Greeks at Constantinople, and the clergy through-
out Turkey, were the chief causes of the insurrection,
according to his judgment.

There can be little doubt but the Albanian Pasha’s
long resistance and fall were the principal circum-
stances, which opened the eyes of the Greeks; by
making them acquainted with the weakness of Turkey ;
and also by removing the only fear that could keep
them under direct control. If Ali Pasha had con-
tinued to govern Albania, so universal was the dread
of his power, that even the thought of a revolution
would never have cntered the minds of the Greeks;
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or, most assuredly, if it had ever arisen, it would
have been quelled in a moment, by the troops he
could instantly have poured into the Morea, in the
same manner as the insurrection of 1779.

Mr. Prassino had become civilized in Russia; not
the best school certainly to learn liberal principles.
.He did not, at least, show himself better than the
generality of Logiotati; hence, in the administration
of his prefecture, he sacrificed every consideration to
the shrine of self-interest. They did not act in so
glaring a manner as the capitani; but, uniting more
cunning to equal rapacity, they imitated those birds
of prey, who profit by the obscurity and silence of
night, to commit the greater havoc.



CHAPTER XXV.

Author, &c. arrive at Anatolico— Character of Porphyrius—
Phoca—Adventure of Giulbeyaz—Meeting of the assembly—
Subjects debated—Prefectures— Author determines on going
to Athens.

HarpLy had a week elapsed after Mavrocordato’s
departure from Ligovitzi, when the principal capi-
tani (srparnyol) began, one after the other, to Ieave
the camp; showing how little they cared about the
late proclamation of the government, which threatened
every capitano, who should, without permission, aban-
don his post, with loss of all his dignities, and the
severest punishment. Macri, as usual, was among
the first to show the bad example. Under pretence
of revenging the death of a nephew of Dova, his pro-
topalichari, who in a drunken party had been killed
by some Mesolonghiots, he advanced with his men
towards Mesolonghi; and during several days block-
aded it by land. Hardly five hundred men remained
at Ligovitzi.

Providentially for Acarnania and Ztolia, the same
spirit of dissension and anarchy existed in the enemy’s
camp; the attention of every Albanian, therefore, was
directed to the disturbances which agitated the in-
terior of his country. Hassan Bey and many of the
petty chiefs had united with Silictar Potha, who had
entered into open hostilities with Omer Pasha. They
were all impatient to return home. The rainy sea-
son, which, this year, set in earlier than usual, made
them grow louder and louder in their demands; but
as soon as information was brought to their camp,
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been but slightly injured by the enemy’s artillery
during the late siege; the house, which had suffered
most, being that of Capitan Rangos, a native of this
place. Had I not become, in some measure, accus-
tomed to the extreme supineness of the Greeks, I
might have felt surprised in observing, how com-
pletely the defence of this important spot had been
neglected. Last year’s experience had been of no use
to the inhabitants. The batteries were in the very
same disordered state, as when the last cannon was
fired from them. The only fortification, that had
been finished, during so long an interval of peace,
was a lunette in front of the spring, (cephalo-vrissi,)
to which the inhabitants are obliged to repair in
boats for their supply of water; that from the wells
in the town being brackish. This work was nothing
but a job, proposed by the prefect Sutzo; and, as
events proved, it was calculated to do more harm
" than good.

In 1825, as soon as the vanguard of Roushid Pasha
appeared before it, the Anatolikiots, who served its
two miserable cannons, embarked precipitately; and
the Turks, after becoming masters of it, placed in
their stead pieces of larger calibre, with which they
effectually prevented the approach of every boat.
Thus did the inhabitants see their supply of water
cut off through their own want of reflection; and
perceived, at the same time, that they had prepared
rods for their own backs.

During my stay at Anatolico, which was prolonged
more than we expected, owing to Mavrocordato’s
relapse, I became acquainted with Porphyrius, arch-
bishop of Arta; a proud, ambitious prelate, who had
hitherto warmly espoused the party, hostile to govern-
ment. His intimate friend and confident was Mega
Pano, the first cogiabashi of Vrachori, a man the
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hitherto warmly espoused the party, hostile to govern-
ment. His intimate friend and confident was Mega
Pano, the first cogiabashi of Vrachori, a man the
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more. From the proceedings of the assembly it ap-
peared, however, that his only objects in convoking
it, were:«to ascertain the dispositions of the chiefs
towards government, and to judge how far it could
rely, in a case of actual emergency, on the co-opera-
tion of the population of this part of Greece against
the rebel capitani of Peloponnesus; and secondly, to
apprize them, that, being recalled to the seat of go-
vernment, he could not continue to be their governor
any longer. His absence had been strongly felt by
Conduriotti, a man who, having received no other
education than that of a merchant-captain, at Hydra,
was totally ignorant of the details and practical part
of civil administration.

No one could afford him greater assistance, than
Mavrocordato in the performance of the arduous task
he had undertaken. He knew the patriotic nature of
his sentiments, and that there existed not in Greece
a more zealous friend to order. General Zonga was
appointed president of the assembly, which was so
numerous as to be held in a church. Polychroniades
acted as secretary ; though he neither wrote nor spoke
without consulting Mavrocordato; who, on this oc-
casion, did not present himself before the meeting,
as his republican character would have led him to do;
but contented himself with the less conspicuous, but
not less important, part of prompter and manager.
And it was in conformity with his directions, that the
following articles were submitted to the consideration
of the assembly.

A. To examine the decisions of the assembly, con-
voked in 1823, at Mesolonghi; in order to ascertain
which have and which have not been infringed ; and
also why, and by whom, they have not been observed ;
in order that necessary measures may be adopted.

B. To examine and calculate the revenues of
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and his companions in misfortune, might rely on
his inviolable friendship. He invited them to come
to the village of Gouria, where, under pretence of
keeping them in custody, but in reality for their
protection and safety, he would leave a detachment
under the orders of his nephew. He assured them,
moreover, that, faithful to the laws of hospitality, he
would defend them against their enemies, as long as
they remained in the province of Xeromero; and if
it were impossible to reconcile them with govern-
ment, or to avoid any longer its pursuit, he pledged
himself to facilitate the means of escape. Relying
entirely on Zonga’s word, they proceeded without
hesitation to Gouria.

Information having, soon after, reached him of
the arbitrary and ignominious manner, in which the
Moriot chiefs had been treated by Conduriotti, and
that orders for the immediate apprehension of his
guests had been sent to Mavrocordato, he apprized
them of the danger of their position, and accompanied
them in person to the place of embarkation. He
would not, however, allow Nicita to follow them;
but wrote to government, that he held himself re-
sponsible for that brave but weak-headed soldier.

The year 1824 could not terminate in a more
fortunate manner for the constitutional party in
Greece, or the energetic measures adopted by the
executive body be crowned with success more com-
plete and more rapid. Conduriotti and Coletti, its
most resolute members, perceiving that nothing, but
the total destruction of the capitani, could ever pave
the way to the establishment of order in the country,
determined on giving them the fatal blow. Availing
themselves of the moment, the enemy had retired
from the confines of continental Greece, bribed the
Roumeliots suddenly to invade the Peloponnesus,
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paflessa, and other capitani, inundated the provinces
of Caritena and Arcadia; and so suddenly, that the
Dehli Janei and Colocotrone himself, abandoned by
their terrified followers, were constrained to submit
and implore the mercy of government. These proud
and insolent men were thus reduced in a few weeks
by the authority, they had so often insulted and
threatened to overthrow. They were imprisoned in
a monastery at Hydra, and there left to await the
punishment demanded, by their numberless crimes.

Early in 1825, in compliance with the orders of
the senate, which recalled him to Anapli, there to
fill the post of secretary of state, the governor-gene-
ral of Western Greece bade adieu to his provinces.
Great indulgence should mitigate the censure, which
has been laid upon him, for leaving things in the
most complete disorder; but, destitute of pecuniary
means a8 well as of military force, how was it pos-
sible to satisfy the endless exorbitant claims, ad-
dressed to him daily from all quarters?

Weighty reasons not allowing me to accompany
Mavrocordato, I obtained from him before his de-
parture the promise of being appointed to the ex-
pedition against Patras; which, for the last two
months, had been announced, and might have been
undortaken, had not a civil war broke out in Pelo-
ponnosus. It was now spoken of, as on the eve of
taking place. Towards the middle of December,
tho arrival of a division of the fleet before the en-
trance of the gulf, and the proclamation, by which the
commodore declared the four Turkish fortresses in
a state of blockade, seemed to leave no doubt, that
thin osontinl undertaking, so shamefully postponed,
would bo entored upon at last. I proposed, there-
foro, as woon as the besieging troops should approach



MEMOIRS ON GREECE. 221

Patras, crossing over to the Morea, and joining the
army.

Finding, however, that a considerable delay would
ensue, before the troops were collected, and seeing
the ships return to Hydra, in January; I thought I
could not, in the mean while, employ my time better
than in visiting Athens, and the seat of government,
Anapli.

Q2



CHAPTER XXVI.

Account of the police and administration of justice at Meso-
longhi—Revenues —Corinth—Dreadful scene there—Author
arrives at Megara.

Having made no mention of the police, or ad-
ministration of justice, at Mesolonghi, it may not
be amiss to dedicate a few words to these subjects.
Instances having, however, more power of com-
municating ideas, than the minutest descriptions
and definitions, I shall relate a fact which will pre-
cisely show, that in the cities as well as in the coun-
try, the most trifling, as well as the most weighty
matters were decided by force, and that nothing but
the shadow of judicial institutions existed in Greece.
A person, not in the easiest circumstances, had sent
a horse out to grass, and paid so much a month be-
forehand to the man who kept it. After three
. months, persuaded, that the animal had grown suf-
ficiently strong, the owner sent for it; but, instead
of finding it improved, as he expected, it was evident
that it had been most cruelly worked. Its hoofs
were almost entirely worn out, and its back covered
with sores. Complaints of this being lodged before
the astyromsi, or police magistrates, they condemned
the horse-keeper to pay for the beast, which he had
ruined by employing it, as he himself confessed, in
an oil-mill. Under the pretence of going to bring
the money, the condemned called on a relation, who
served as janissary, or armed constable, under the
orders of the politarch, Mitzo Machaliotti; and
having obtained the assurance of his protection, sent
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The revenues from the provinces were still more
uncertain; being regulated by the presence or ab-
sence of the enemy. Had the administrators been
honest, they might, on an average, have amounted
to ten thousand dollars per annum, even under the
worst circumstances, that had hitherto taken place.

In the beginning of February I left Mesolonghi
in company with several Greeks, most of whom were
repairing to Anapli, to solicit the payment of their
arrears; and others, aware of the good opinion in
which government held the Roumeliots, to obtain
appointments to some of the numerous places which,
by the late events, had become vacant. Two of the
company were gigantic Servians, who, a few days
before, had arrived in Greece, to serve under the
banners of the Bulgarian Chagi Cristo.

After crossing the ford of the Evenus at Bochori,
a large village, built opposite to the strikingly pic-
turesque mountain of Galata, we followed the road
to Galanidi. Our first day’s march lay through a
country, which still exhibited the melancholy stamps
of the invader’s presence. In some places even the
traces of former habitations were no longer to be
seen; so that we were compelled, notwithstanding
the severity of the weather, to pass the night in the
open air, near Cavro-limni, not far from the ruins
of Calydon. On the following day, in order to
avoid approaching too near the fortress of Epacto,
the garrison of which made frequent excursions, our
guides led us through roads amidst mountains covered
with snow; the steepest I ever beheld. Night drew
on, but no place appeared where we could repair the
fatigues of this journey; we therefore went on, till
about two hours after dark, when we distinguished a
few lights in a hamlet, situated on a very elevated
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still shown, where that barbarous Musulman roasted
two of the primates of that place alive.

Londo, the capitano of this province, had been re-
placed by his colonel, who passed over to the govern-
ment party. I called upon him at the moment in
which he was preparing to repair to the derveni be-
yond Lampiri, to inspect the troops, which he had
placed there, to prevent the excursions of the gar-
rison of Patras. I paid, also, a visit to the eparch,
a young man who received me with a haughtiness,
etiquette, and aristocratical fom, unmatched by the
proudest Turkish pasha.

The apocreas of the week preceding Lent had just
begun, when I landed here. During this time every
Greek religiously abstains from work, and employs
his time in revelry and merriment. Finding it im-
possible to engage my servant and guide to accompany
me, I resolved to take part in their amusements; and
I did it the more willingly, as such unguarded mo-
ments of joy afford the best opportunity of observing
the real character of a nation.

On Ash Wednesday we set off for Corinth; distant
about eighteen leagues: a description of this beauti-
ful road, which winds along the borders of the gulf,
may be seen in so many books of travels, that 1 shall
not stop to describe it. The numerous villages, once
lying along this tract of country, were destroyed by
the enemy; but the bones of ten thousand Musulmen,
who, after Dramali’s defeat, vainly endeavouring to
make their way to Patras, expired in all the tortures
of inanition, on the banks of the river Crathis, and
about the khan of Acrata, sufficiently atoned for the
devastations of their countrymen¥.

* His fury, after all, did no great injury to the inhabitants of
this part of Greece, they having taken shelter in the mountains,
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CHAPTER XXVII.

Author arrives at Athens—Its moral and political condition.

WE descended from Megara* to the perama, or
ferry, and thence to Salamine, named by the moderns
Couluri. This island, in itself barren and unproduc-
tive, had become a place of refuge for the whole popu-
lation of Eastern Greece, whenever the enemy threat-
ened to invade it. I spent a day at the house of the
governor, a worthy old Hydriot ; and then proceeded
to Ampelachia, where boats are in constant readiness
for the Pireus. This port had, by a late decree of
the senate, been yielded to the Ipsariots, who had
requested it, in order to build a town where they
might establish themselves with their families. Aware
of the advantages, which the commercial spirit of

* The produce of Megaris consisted chiefly in oil, turpentine,
resin, pitch, timber, and valonea. This district was the only one
where the Turks had no property, and where, consequently, go-
vernment received only a tenth of the whole. The inhabitants of
Condoura, Megara, and the Derveno-Choria (all of Albanian ex-.
traction) were, before the revolution, exempt from taxes; and
having no Musulman established in their interior, they were
merely bound to furnish a certain number of men for the defence
of the passes. The insurrection of the Greeks had brought upon
them a thousand evils; and, instead of improving their condition,
subjected them to vexations from the eparch and capitano, sent
by government to make them acquainted with the blessings of
liberty. How often have I heard them curse the day and the
hour when the revolution firet broke out!
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those islanders would indubitably bring on their town
and surrounding country, the Athenians nevertheless
reflected on the many evils and inconveniences which
the neighbourhood of this turbulent and barbarous
population might produce; since the little trade,
existing in the country, would pass entirely into their
hands; and thus, instead of the Pirzus depending
upon Athens, Athens would depend on the Pirzeus.

Volumes have been written on this city; and every
author has carefully sought to transmit to posterity
the sentiments, inspired in his mind by the con-
templation of the magnificent ruins of its monuments,
which, even in a dilapidated state, please and astonish
more than the most perfect of our modern fabrics.
Aware, that I am unable to add one iota to the stock
of information relative to the antiquities of this city;
and not having sufficient presumption to suppose, that
the feelings an insignificant individual like myself ex-
perienced on beholding them for the first time, can
interest any one, besides the observer, I shall make

«no remarks on the antiquities of the city. I shall
confine myself, therefore, to its moral and political
condition at the time I visited it.

A stranger could not, after a very short examina-
tion, refrain from esteeming the population at least
fifty years advanced in point of civilization before the
rest of the Greeks. The streets were not disgustingly
filthy, as in every other town; the houses were much
neater, better built, and furnished; hospitality was
every where showed him ; and an earnest wish to oblige
every where evident. The manners and language of
the females too were infinitely softer and more ele-
gant; and every citizen, friend to good order, peace-
ably followed his daily occupation. The vigilant and
severe police, established by Odysseus, no less than
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the mild and inoffensive temper of the Athenians,
prevented their walls from becoming, as in other
parts of Greece, the theatre of continual disturb-
ances, riots, and assassinations. Whatever blame
this chief may deserve for his despotic principles and
criminal actions, the inhabitants of Attica, when
comparing their fate with that of other provinces,
could not refrain nevertheless from consoling them-
selves under his despotism by the knowledge, that,
after all, the sway of an autocrat occasions, incom-
parably, fewer and lesser evils, than the reign of
anarchy.
. The actual Eparch of Attica was Michael Soutzo,
one of the few Fanariots, endued with probity and
patriotic virtue. Thanks to his enlightened views,
the education of the rising generation became one
of the chief objects of his care; and, seconded by
the primates, he established a Lancasterian school,
and another which was chiefly maintained at the
expense of the Philo-Muse Society. In these schools
five hundred boys received daily instruction. :
A few days after my arrival, the whole city was
_thrown into the greatest alarm, by the news, that
Odysseus had appeared with a considerable body of
men in the plain of Marathon, and seized the cattle
belonging to the Athenians. A peasant, soon after,
brought a letter, addressed to the magistrates; in
which, after bitterly reproaching them with their in-
gratitude, he demanded the payment of twenty thou-
sand dollars, which the town, he said, owed him, for
the numerous repairs and improvements he had made
in the Acropolis, &c. and also, the restitution of a
Turkish surgeon, who belonged to him. In case
they failed in satisfying his claims and demands, he
threatened them with instant revenge. Every one
knew, that, of late, Odysseus had offered his services
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to Omer Pasha of Negropont; and it was so strongly
apprehended that his proposals would be accepted,
that, hourly expecting the arrival of a Turkish force
under his guidance, the whole population of Athens
spent every night on the ramparts for upwards of a
week, with a view of guarding against a surprise.

Goura had not yet returned from Peloponnesus;
and the number of troops, left by him to defend the
Acropolis, was insufficient to protect the town against
the enemy. Despatch after despatch was therefore
sent to him to inform him of the danger which
threatened Athens; and to beseech him to arrive in
time to defeat the schemes, which the enemy, listen-
ing to the counsels of Odysseus, had proposed exe-
cuting during his absence. The fears of the Athe-
nians proved unfounded; for, after a few days, the
capitano, who had inspired them with so much terror,
withdrew to his cavern in Mount Parnassus, carrying
with him large droves of sheep and oxen.

Whatever eulogies may have been lavished on
Goura, by the partisans of government, in whose
hands he became the chief instrument to depose the
rebels in Attica and Peloponnesus; his merits can-
not but lose no small share of their lustre, when it
is seen that feelings of patriotism little animated his
actions; and that ambition and avarice alone induced
him to betray his old friend and companion, Odys-
seus. The booty, which he brought from Morea,
was of immense value, and the sums, with which go-
vernment bribed him, were far from trifling. Some
Athenian ladies having called upon his wife to con-
gratulate her on her husband’s return, found her sit-
ting on a sofa, and amusing herself, with childish
vanity, in emptying and filling two bags of sovereigns,
which he had given her as pin-money. Goura was
a man, who had received not the slightest rudiments
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the other principal articles of exportation from Athens.
The custom-house at the Piraus must, therefore, have
produced an annual revenue of at least fifty thousand
dollars. For heavy duties were laid not only on every
article of importation but also of exportation *.

Not to enter into further details, I may state, that
from repeated inquiries, I feel myself justified in as-
-serting, that the annual revenues of Eastern Greece
must have amounted to more than one hundred thou-
sand dollars ; and that if this sum did not enter into
the public coffers, it arose entirely from the bad ad-
ministration of the finances and the dishonesty of the
functionaries.

Among the individuals, with whom I became ac-
‘quainted at Athens, the two, who most deserve men-
tion, are Psila an Athenian, and Count Sta. Rosa,
who acted as minister of war during the short re-
volution in Piedmont. The former was the editor of
the Athenian Ephemerides, and united to patriotism
a sound and cool judgment,-a quality rare every
where, but especially in this country; where the
minds of men are characterized rather by brilliancy
than solidity. He bitterly lamented the utter im-

* In order to form some idea of the nature of these, I have
deemed it expedient to annex the following table of duties, paid
for animals and cattle, which were daily exported in large quan-
tities from peninsular and continental Greece to the neighbouring
islands.

Piastres.

For baggage-horses . . 100, or 10 Spanish dollars.
For mules . . . 150.

For asses . . . 20.

For cows and oxen . . 50.

For goats and sheep . . 6.

For hogs . . from 20 to 10.

For turkeys . . . 3.

For geese . . . 2.

For ducks . . . 1

For hens and fowls . . 30 paras.
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stranger; but regarded him at once with a suspicious
eye? They soon made him perceive, that his assist-
ance was superfluous; and, at last, bluntly told him,
that he would render government a great service by
changing his name ; since they apprehended, that the
Holy Alliance, hearing that he was in Greece, the
reproach might be renewed, that their country had
become the asylum of carbonari, freemasons, and
outlaws.

On Count Rosa’s mentioning to them the words
of their own deputies, Papaflessa phlegmatically an-
swered, ¢ The atmosphere of London seems to have
made them forget what sort of men we are here.”
It now became evident, that the parties had wan-
tonly and designedly sacrificed his interests for their
own private ends; and that his departure and that
of Cavallo Collegrio, Palma, Pecchio, &c. for Greece
had afforded matter for a newspaper puff, calculated
to revive for awhile the drooping enthusiasm of John
Bull, and to raise the funds.

Such proceedings wounded the count deeply. Not
satisfied with slighting the sacrifices, he had made
for their sake, the members of the government filled
his cup of disappointment to the brim, by advising
him to drop in a land of liberty a name, which he
would never drop even in countries, where an active
police threatened him with. perpetual imprisonment,
or rather with certain death. With a view of dis-
sipating the melancholy, which now incessantly tor-
tured his mind, the Count undertook a journey to
Athens. But solitude, and a contemplation of ruins,
aggravate rather than cure a melancholy mind; and
the daily discoveries, he made of the Greek charac-
ter; the fears entertained of seeing Athens besieged
by Greeks, converted into friends and counsellors
of Mussulmen ; the civil wars in Peloponnesus; and
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other causes, gradually dissipated all remaining illu-
sions.

Most persons, after meeting such an unfavour-
able reception, would have, no doubt, formed a re-
solution to leave a country, where nothing but far-
ther disappointment and vexation could fairly be ex-
pected ; but the Count was gifted with an inflexible
mind, never to be deterred from its purpose. The
Greeks, with all their faults, interested him still ; if
not by themselves, at least by association of ideas.
If, therefore, he could not serve them in the capacity
of a statesman, he resolved on serving them as a
private soldier.

Full of the enthusiasm, which gave rise to this
determination, he returned to Anapli, and volun-
teered, under the orders of a capitano, famed for
his valour. In vain did the Count’s friends endea-
vour to dissuade him by representing to him, how
little his frail constitution, at an age like his, qualified
him to withstand the continual hardships of a pali-
chari’s life; to march; to fly like him; to sleep like
him; exposed to the inclemency of the seasons, with
no other covering but his cappa; to imitate his abste-
miousness and live a whole day merely on a small
biscuit soaked in water. Even the consideration of
his children, whom he loved so tenderly as constantly
to wear their likenesses, which he repeatedly in the
day covered with his unavailing kisses and tears, could
not alter his resolution. Equipped, therefore, like
a common soldier, hearing that Neocastra was threat-
ened, he left Anapli on foot and hastened thither.

R2



CHAPTER XXVIII.

Ibrahim Pasha’s expedition against Greece—Battle of Halicar-
nassus—The Egyptian fleet dispersed by a storm.

Towarps the end of February, we received the
news, that Ibrahim Pasha had arrived, on the 13th,
with a portion of his fleet before Modon, and landed
with two regiments.

The entire fleet consisted of eight frigates, twelve
corvettes, thirty-six brigs, and numerous transport-
ships; it had on board four diseiplined regiments,
each consisting of four thousand men, two thousand
cavalry, one thousand artillerymen. On its way to
Modon it was to stop at Candia, in order to take
the five thousand Albanian irregulars and eight hun-
dred cavalry under Hussein Bey.

On the 17th of July, 1824, the fleet, composed
of upwards of two hundred and twenty sail, left
Alexandria; and, in conformity with the orders
of the admiral, Ismael Gibelattar, steered towards
Rhodes, where there was an indispensable necessity
of touching; in order to renew the supply of water,
of which, owing to the number of men, horses, and
mules, on board, caused an immense consumption to
be made. Assisted by fair winds, they soon arrived
in the bay of Marmarizza; where Ibrahim convoked
a general counsel, or divan, in order to deliberate on
the best plan for opening and pursuing the campaign.
The chiaia, and chief officers of his court, Ismael and
the principal naval officers, Courshid Bey, Selim Bey,
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were both to co-operate in the execution of the medi-
tated designs against the enemies of their common
faith, he trusted that, henceforth, forgetting their
grievances, their rivalship would consist in vying
who should display most zeal, and who act most in
harmony with the other. It was indispensable, he
thought, that an interview should take place; a de-
cision could then be made, as to the plan of the cam-
paign; and there could be no doubt, but the great
experience and wisdom of Topal Pasha would prove
of infinite service. Besides, the Egyptian fleet was
in itself too small to succeed in an undertaking so
fraught with difficulty as the taking of Hydra. The
powerful co-operation of that from Constantinople,
~however, would place success beyond all doubt.

Ibrahim, who had no personal resentment against
the capitan pasha, readily consented to these pro-
positions; observing, that he would ever act with
sincerity himself; but he greatly feared, that Topal
Pasha’s hatred to his father was so deeply rooted
and irreconcilable, that he extended it, also, to his
son; and that, though he might for awhile assume
the mask of friendship, he might do it only the more
certainly to gratify his revenge. Indeed the injuries,
received by him from Mehmet Ali, were not of a
nature to be soon forgotten. For the loss of a pasha-
lik like Egypt had produced such an indelible im-
pression, that it could not but hourly return to his
mind, governed, as it was, by avarice, ambition, and
¢ high disdain from sense of injured merit.”

Topal Pasha was an adept at dissimulation. He,
therefore, laid aside all those laws of etiquette, to
which Mussulmen attach even more importance than
European grandees; he came in person on board
Ibrahim’s ship; and exhibiting all the joy and de-
light, experienced by a father on meeting, after a
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Admiral, Androutzo, formed the design of entering
(September the 6th) this narrow strait; persuaded,
that if they could but succeed in attaching a fire-ship
to one of the enemy’s vessels, the destruction of the
whole would be inevitable. Perceiving three brulits
advancing straight upon his line-of-battle ship, the
Capitan Pasha instantly cut his cables; and without
even thinking of resistance, or firing a gun, hastened,
terror-struck, to run out into the open sea; and seek
shelter in the harbour of Halicarnassus (Boudroum).

A terrible engagement took place; and reflecting
on the perilous position, in which the Greeks had so
courageously placed themselves, exposed not only to
the artillery of the Turkish men-of-war, but also to
that of the fortresses; it seemed, that they were in-
fallibly lost; especially as nothing was more prac-
ticable for the Egyptian ships, which had set sail, to
shut them up in this strait. Their address, however,
extricated them out of this danger; and in order to
give the reader some idea of the almost incredible
want of skill of Turkish artillery-men, it may be
proper to add, that although they fired upwards of
five hours almost incessantly on the Greeks, they
succeeded only in destroying one Hydriot fire-ship,
and wounding six men. .

Four days after this, Ibrahim Pasha, who, during
the action, happened to be on shore, perceiving the
same Greek vessels, ordered his fleet to give them the
chase. Having the wind against them, the Greek
vessels were obliged to fly before the Egyptians, who
began immediately to congratulate themselves on
their triumphs; but the next morning, the wind
having changed, they saw the Greeks preparing to
attack them again; and although they fought more
bravely by far than the Turkish fleet, yet they could
not prevent the destruction of a brig and Tunisian
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of Chio and Mytilene, by Miaouli, the Capitan Pasha
judged it expedient (on the 2d of October) to return
to Constantinople, with fifteen ships; leaving the rest
at Ibrahim’s discretion. In the mean time the Greeks’
brulotiers succeeded in burning a corvette, and brig,
and in half destroying a frigate belonging to the
Egyptian division.

It was not before the 9th of November, that Ibra-
him departed from the port; but, before his arrival at
Souda in Candia, several of the transports, having
soldiers, horses, ammunitions of war, &c. fell into
the power of the Greeks; who closely followed him
during his voyage. They more than once attempted
making use of their fire-ships; but were not, at this
time, so fortunate as on other occasions. When in
sight of Candia, a violent tempest arose, which so
much dispersed his fleet that several ships were thrown
on the coast of Egypt and obliged to return to Alex-
andria in order to repair the damage they had suffered.
Others were wrecked; and the greater part were
tossed, during several weeks, at sea, before they could
reach Souda. '
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they did not even think it worth their while, to send
a corps of observation to Messenia. Their private
quarrels had, moreover, so completely absorbed their
attention, as to render them callous to a sense of their
own danger. While their brethren, the Islanders,
were so bravely and so nobly exposing their lives and
property in the defence of Greece, they had been tear-
ing her bosom by intestine dissensions, and wasting
her strength by civil wars. Now that the hour of
peril drew nigh, they displayed the most singular
apathy, or spoke with a braggart assurance, which
revolted the more, when it was seen, that want of
patriotic feelings was its principal cause. The go-
vernment itself took every measure to justify the hal-
lucination of the Greeks; for as soon as the defeat of
the rebel capitani was achieved, as if Ibrahim’s designs
were not worth notice, the different Roumeliot capi-
tani were directed to march to the very opposite ex-
tremity of Peloponnesus ; there to prepare themselves
for the siege of Patras; Conduriotti, president of the
executive body, having desired the honour of com-
manding this undertaking himself *.

* In corroboration of this statement, I deem it expedient to
give the following extracts from the government newspaper, No.
99 and No. 103.

¢ Anapli, March 4th.—The enemy, encamped at Modon, does
not possess the forces, which common report supposes. Their
numbers do not exceed four thousand. As soon as they perceived
the troops of government, they ran to seek shelter within the for-
tress, without even firing a musket. The inhabitants of that dis~
trict are alone amply competent to oppose them; and, on this
account, many of the corps of troops, who happened to be there,
have received orders to march towards Patras; as well as that of
General Colliopoulo, and those of other capitani. The late events
in the Messenian Gulf have been occasioned by the disorderly con-
duct of some Mainots; yet the enemy has taken only two of our
men ; and these are old men, who could not escape, when after
landing he came to forage in the neighbouring villages.”
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on the islands of Tino and Naxos; and about twenty
transports were lost or fell into the hands of the
enemy.

Happily for the Greeks, Ibrahim was not apprized,
when he arrived in Peloponnesus, of the state, in
which Navarino happened then to be; viz. as com-
pletely destitute of provisions and ammunitions of
war, as when the Turks, constrained by famine, sur-
rendered it in 1821. It had, notwithstanding the
reiterated and urgent solicitations of its eparch, a
feeble garrison of only one hundred and fifty men to
defend it. Had the pasha entered the port with his
fleet, there can be no doubt but the whole population
would have fled precipitately; and he might, without
~ firing a gun, have possessed himself of the fortress,
and the fine harbour it commands. But even sup-
posing, that resistance had been made, a few broad-
sides would soon have taught the Greeks the fruitless-
ness of their attempt.

After remaining two days at Modon, Ibrahim went
in person to reconnoitre the neighbourhood of Neo-
castro and then proceeded to Coron. Led by its
beys and inhabitants, who breathed vengeance against
the Greeks, for the torments they had caused them
during four years to endure, he ravaged all the country
as far as Castelia, without meeting the slightest op-
position.

On this occasion Ibrahim committed another mili-
tary error, which caused general surprise. Instead
of continuing his incursion into the immense plain of
Calamata, at the entrance of which he had arrived ;
he suddenly ordered his troops to return to Modon.
He might, without difficulty, have made himself
master of Nisi, Androussa, Calamata, and the nu-
merous large villages, at the foot of the small ridge
of the Taygetus, extending between Scala and Cala-
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and Jani* immediately to march to its defence, with
a corps of two hundred men. Tatracot arrived from

with polished men, softened the asperity of his Spartan manners,
without exchanging at the same time his native virtues for Fa-
natiot effeminacy and duplicity. Of the numerous Peloponnesians
I have met, no one had a more interesting conversation, reasoned
more logically, or took a more correct view of the state of his
country. He was decidedly in favour of a monarch, provided not
a Greek—but a man chosen in Europe, whoge virtues, strength of
character, and liberal ideas were acknowledged; for he attributed
all the disorders, that prevailed, since the revolution, to the want
of a chief endued with superior force. Thus alone could light be
elicited from the chaos, which involved the nation. Rendering
justice to his merits, the senate appointed him, at the beginning
of the revolution, one of the three deputies, whom they sent to the
congress at Verona; in order to implore the protection of an alliance
which, though holy, showed their love for Turks to be so strong as
to prevent their feeling any compassion for the just complaints of
Christians,

* Jani’s excess of courage proved the cause of his death, a few
days after his arrival at Neocastro. Seeing the Turks beginning
to raise their batteries, transported by his enthusiasm, he mounted
on the rampart of the citadel, and waving his sword in a threaten-
ing manner, cried aloud: ¢ Return to your country, ye blind
Arabs! for what will you do here against Hellens, under the
guidance of Mavromichali’s sons ?” A Candiot sharp-shooter, who
lay concealed in the chemin couvert, practised by the enemy, to
approach nearer the fortress, fired his rifle and wounded him in
the right arm. The bronchial artery was intersected ; and as the
Greek surgeons, who happened then to be at Neocastro, knew no
means of effectually stopping the hemorrhage, this hopeful young
man expired, a few days after. He was the third of his family,
who since the revolution died in his country’s service.

1 Tatraco and his brothers are the Machaons of modern Greeks;
for, like the Homeric hero, they unite military to chirurgical skill ;
but, unfortunately, are as equally ill versed in the art of killing
as they are in that of healing. Their name is derived from the
word earpdg, physician, and was given by the Turks to their
family, in which the profession of surgeon had become hereditary.
Their reputation in Peloponnesus was very great; and, indeed,
they were held in so much consideration, by the Mussulmen of
Mistra, that the unheard-of privilege was granted them of wearing
arms, and riding on horseback. The disorderly state, in which
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brought to the fortress ammunition; and provisions
were daily brought by Ionian boats, sent from Zante.
The government sent, at the same time, a brother of
the Vice-admiral Stactouri, as governor, and Ana-
gnostaras, the minister of war, to inquire into the
wants of the garrison. Shortly after, Emmanuel and
Demetri Callergi entered the fortress; the former at
the head of a company of artillery, which from one
hundred had, owing to desertions, dwindled to sixty
men. The latter was accompanied by forty irre-
gulars.

As soon as Ibrahim saw the whole of his army
and provisions arrive, he advanced before Neocastro,
which is only seven miles from Modon, and began
erecting batteries on a slope of Mount St. Nicholas,
which commands the fortress. He disposed his troops
in such a manner, as to blockade it by land ; but suc-
ceeded imperfectly in obtaining that end; for the
position of Old Navarino, which was occupied by the
Greeks, continued to serve as a key of communication
with Peloponnesus. To prevent this, since it was im-
possible to take that perpendicular rock by force, had
he been gifted with a more masterly military coup-
d’eeil, he would have placed a detachment of cavalry
at Petrochori, with three companies of Arabs; and
thus he might have blockaded with facility both Old
and New Navarino at the same time.
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and inducing those in continental Greece to invade
Peloponnesus. But want of pecuniary means was
now, comparatively speaking, a trifling difficulty.
The whole population of Peloponnesus was so in-
censed against the government, owing to the thou-
sand vexations and insults they had lately suffered
from the Roumeliot troops, who came to establish
in its name good order and the reign of justice and
constitutional law, that they solemnly declared, they
would not oppose the enemy; unless the chiefs, who
were imprisoned, were set at liberty, and their country
freed from those strangers. The latter, unwilling to
risk their lives in the defence of a country, where
they were so deservedly hated, while their own homes
were unprotected, clamorously demanded payment
of their arrears, and for liberty to return to their
native mountains. No blame can with justice be laid
on Conduriotti’s conduct, it being in perfect con-
formity to the dictates of prudence, and the wise
counsel, given by Theopompus to the Athenians;—
¢ It is impossible you should subdue your enemies
abroad, before you have rid yourselves of those at
home.” Unfortunately, he could not perceive, that,
owing to the depravity of his countrymen, the means,
he employed to reduce, served only to increase the
number of the rebels; and to justify, in some degree,
the hatred of those very men, who, weary of the de-
spotic yoke of the capitani, had hailed the soldiers of
the senate at first as liberators. The zeal and energy,
which formerly animated the sailors, no longer pre-
sided over their preparatives for the ensuing cam-
paign. Fire-ships could not be got ready. Increase
of pay and anticipated payment were made indis-
pensable conditions to their departure from Hydra
and Spezzia. In consequence, they did not sail be-
fore the month of April; so that, during four months,
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depend upon this loss of time, to undertake any thing
before they were over. One of the most satisfactory
excuses for this extraordinary and pusillanimous con-
duct, at a time when so much activity was demanded,
was the fruitlessness of his endeavours to rouse the
Moriots to a sense of their imminent danger; and
alter the resolution, they had unanimously taken, of
not marching on the enemy, unless their own capitani
returned to place themselves at their head. Instead
of granting the Moriots this request, government pre-
ferred displaying an untimely firmness; and answered
their solicitations by issuing a proclamation (April
22d) declaring Zaimi, Londo, and even the favourite
of the nation, Nicitas, who had lately returned to
Peloponnesus, traitors to their country. They even
proceeded so far as to order their immediate imprison-
ment. The petty views of private revenge actuated
too powerfully to allow any of the chiefs to say, with
the magnanimity of Aristides to Themistocles, ¢ Let
us leave our enmity on the frontiers; and, if we choose,
take it up again on our return.”

The immense concourse of people at Anapli, now
become the capital of liberated Greece, and the
greatest seat of intrigue,. perhaps, in the whole
world; the narrowness of its filthy streets; the pu-
trid miasmata arising from its surrounding marshes,
which completely insulate the rocky point, on which
the impregnable Palamidi and the town are built,
rendered this town a very unwholesome residence,
the constant seat of typhus, and an endemic disorder,
bearing a near resemblance to the Walcheren fever.
Numerous victims to its fury were daily carried off.
Negris, the vice-president of the executive, Botari,
were among the most conspicuous. At one moment,
not only the president Conduriotti, but almost every
member of the legislative and executive were confined
to their beds by this complaint; and this was alleged
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law; because they felt how much government was
in their power; since to them it was indebted even
for the feeble preservation of its own shadowy autho-
rity. Out of the numerous proofs, which might be
brought in confirmation of this statement, it will
suffice to say, that when the executive appointed in-
spectors to examine, whether the military chiefs ac-
tually kept the number of men, for whom they received
monthly pay, they first endeavoured unanimously to
impose upon them by endless tricks; and when they
could not succeed in deceiving them, threats, bribes,
and at times even blows, obliged them to make the
reports to government such as they wished. Liveri,
the inspector, sent to the camp of Fourgi, sought in
vain to reform this abuse. Many capitani unblush-
ingly confessed themselves guilty; but threatened, at
the same time, that unless their demands were fully
satisfied, they would instantly withdraw from the camp
with all their men.

The greater part of the money, thusspent to support
the worst of enemies, ought to have been consecrated
to the formation of ten thousand regular soldiers, de-
pendent entirely on the senate, and characterized by
passive obedience to its orders, and absolute devoted-
ness to its interests. Instead of this, the establish-
ment of regular troops had been so completely neg-
lected, that the regiment at Anapli, although never
in so flourishing a condition as at present, did not
exceed one thousand five hundred men. Rodius,
who from logiotato became soldier, was now colonel
of this corps. Ignorant himself, by intrigue, petty
vexations, and arrogance, he, at length, so com-
pletely disgusted the European officers, who by in-
structing the troops would have exposed his char-
latanism, that most of them refused to serve under
his orders.

Considering the very imperfect instruction of the
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It were impossible to account satisfactorily for the
employment of so considerable a surplus. Certain
it is, however, that, on the arrival of the second loan
in April, 1825, government pretended to be in most
distressed circumstances.

from the islands of the Archipelago; three from Candia ; and two
from Hydra and Spezzia. Each of them received a salary of forty
dollars per month,

The Execurive Bopy consisted of five members. They were
at present Conduriotti, Briga, (who replaced Botari,) Asimachi,
Photilla, Anagnosti, Spiliotachi, and Coletti, formerly physician
of Mouchtur Pasha, eldest son of Ali Tebelen. Their salary being
not fixed, they helped themselves ad libitum.

The MinisTERS, they appointed, were eight in number, with
salaries of eighty dollars per month.

The Eparcas, who amounted to about eighty, received forty
dollars per month : and there existed in every district a PoLIicE-
MAGISTRATE, who received, monthly, twenty dollars,
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ried on, in general, with so little secrecy and dis-
cretion ; that almost every one was aware, that a nu-
merous party, at the head of which was Mavrocordato,
was persuaded, that a constitutional monarchy would
prove more advantageous to the nation, than the pro-
visional government, under which they had hitherto
lived ; and that they could not make a better choice
of a sovereign than one of the Orleans family. In
consequence of this they maintained an active cor-
respondence with Paris. No unwilling ear could be
reasonably lent to the proposition of a crown ; although
no decisive answer was given, considering the existing
state of things. But anxious tacitly to maintain an
interest in Greece, without compromising his name,
the duke became instrumental in rendering Phil-
hellenism popular.

Papaflessa related to him the active manner, in
which, during several years, he and other emissaries
of the Heeteria travelled about the country, spreading
among the people, the seeds of revolutionary prin-
ciples; or, to speak more correctly, announcing to
them the coming of the Russians as that of a forth-
coming of a Messiah. 1 may here observe, that so
strongly cemented by superstition is the penchant
of the Greeks for the Russians, that neither their
perfidious conduct under Catherine, nor the habitual
tenor of their political conduct since; nor even their
late base desertion, after occasioning the insurrection
of Moldavia and Wallachia, could weaken the friend-
ship of the Greeks for their irreligionaries.

The Russians, besides, are regarded as the natural
enemies of Turkey; as those, who are destined to
plant anew the standard of Constantine on the walls
of Byzantium, and re-establish the throne of the Greek
emperors. Let the English remember, that whatever
benefits, they may confer on the Greeks, they never
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informed us of the numberless vexations, they had
lately suffered from Chagi Cristo and his Bulgarian
bands.

After ascending the steep, circuitous, road over
Mount Partheni, and the strong Derveni, where, a
few months before, Pano Colocotrone, the Dehli
Janei, and other rebels, attempted in vain to arrest
the troops of government, who succeeded in turning
the position, and falling unexpectedly on their backs,
we descended into the dreary-looking plain of Tri-
politza; and, after eight hours and a half’s march,
entered the town.

The climate of this part of the country is very
different from that of the plains, near the sea; the
range of its temperature being near the same as that
of the more southerly counties of England. Indeed,
few countries have been more favoured by nature
than ‘the Peloponnesus; for while a portion of it
gives birth to the olive, the vine, the palm, the
cotton, rice, and other of the richer productions
of more southern climates, other parts afford all the
advantages of northern latitudes.

Tripolitza was still the largest town of Pelopon-
nesus, though a large portion of its Turkish houses
had been destroyed by the Greeks, on storming this
place; where thirty thousand of their oppressors had
taken refuge. For not satisfied with spilling their
blood, they sought, in the fury of their revenge, to
destroy even their habitations. Its walls had not
suffered much from the miserable artillery of the
Greeks; although they are little higher and thicker
than those of a garden; and consequently not sus-
ceptible of offering the slightest resistance to a well-
directed attack. From fifteen to twenty small can-
nons were mounted on its ill-constructed batteries.

I was here presented by Mavrocordato to Con-
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on bis arrival in Greece, been named engineer in
chief to the expedition of Patras; but on that enter-
prise being given up, he was ordered to penetrate
into the fortress of Neocastro, with the detachment
of the artillery corps, commanded by Callergi. Ar-
rived in the neighbourhood of Old Navarino, in order
to avoid being perceived by the enemy, the resolution
was taken of profiting by the obscurity of night, to
accomplish the design ; but the march proved difficult,
owing to the guides losing the road, and leading the
men over a rough and trackless country. Several
lost themselves, and the next day returned to Nisi,
amongst whom was Cavallo Collegno, who, highly
disgusted with the Greeks, had given up the idea of
entering Neocastro, and had formed the resolution of
quitting a situation in which he felt the impossibility
of being ever useful; owing to their total want of
subordination and dlscxplme

On meeting his friend Count Santa Rosa, he ex-
plained to him the causes of his resolution: but the
urgent remonstrances and entreaties of the latter pre-
vailed upon him to alter his mind, and he gave him
a promise to follow him wherever he went.
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his features still more interesting. .There exist not
in all Greece, a family, which not only could be less
interested, but more, even, averse to a revolution, than
that of the Mavromichalis. The dignity of Bey of
Maina belonged to it. 'They could not, therefore,
hope for any increase of power; neither could they
conceal from themselves, that, by joining the rebels,
they in some manner pronounced sentence on the
two sons of the actual bey, who were hostages in
the hands of the Turks. Yet with them patriotism
trinmphed over every other consideration. They
were the first to join the standard of liberty; and, in
every undertaking against the enemy, they have been
foremost. Cyriacouli Mavromichali fell on the coast
of Epirus; Elias in Negropont; Constantino at the
foot of Modon’s walls; the youngest of the children
at Neocastro. The other members of the family were
greatly instrumental in the reduction of the fortresses
of Peloponnesus; in relieving Mesolonghi, and ever
ready to fly to the point where danger threatened
most. Yet, after merits and sacrifices so signalized,
no one became more the object of the nation’s in-
gratitude than Petrobey. He was not only declared
a rebel, but accused by the government paper, of
treason; of having entered into negotiations with the
Pasha of Egypt, and of offering to deliver the Pelo-
ponnesus into his hands. They compared his con
duct to that of Pausanias, and would willingly have
made his end the same. But the inaccessible moun-
tains of Taygetus put a stop to the infuriated vin-
dictive spirit of his enemies; and prevented him from
sharing the fate, which threatened the imprisoned
Moriot chiefs at Hydra, and would no doubt have
fallen on their heads, had not the desperate state of
things, and the clamours of the whole population of
Peloponnesus, forced government to release them,
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action proof of his capacity; and I have heard after-
wards the very enemy, that attacked him, confess,
that on no occasion did they see the Greeks display
more valour.

Impatient of remaining inactive in the camp at
Fourgi, Caratasso departed with his troop, consisting
of two hundred men; and hovering around the camp
of the Egyptians, day and night, he kept them in
continual alarm, succeeded in taking some booty,
and had often slight skirmishes with them. Anxious
to get rid of so troublesome a neighbour, Ibrahim
ordered, on the 27th of March, four companies of
the regiment Courshid Bey, to march against Cara-
tasso. He had fortified himself in a large farm-house
near Jalova, where, during several hours, he resisted
the repeated attacks of the Arabs, so gallantly, that,
after losing about two hundred men, they judged it
expedient to retire. According to the reports of the
surgeons, upwards of two hundred were wounded;
the most conspicuous among whom was Youssouf Aga,
lieutenant-colonel of the regiment.

When Mavrocordato called upon Caratasso, he be-
gan loudly to inveigh against the capitani at Fourgi,
for allowing insubordination and anarchy to exist in
the camp; where each sought to command, and none
to obey; and for giving themselves the most disgust-
ing examples of Turkish avarice and luxury. Judging
from the late affair he had had with the disciplined
Egyptians, he foretold, that the Greeks, unless they
entirely changed their. military conduct, would never
be able to sustain their encounter. He himself ex- .
pressed his admiration for the cool manner, in which
their companies remained exposed to his destructive
fire. Instead, therefore, of underrating their valour,
the Greeks should not hesitate to look upon them as
infinitely more formidable than Albanians.
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whole affair; and from numerous other eye-witnesses
both of the Greek and Turkish armies.

Informed of the daily increase of the Greek camp
at Fourgi, Ibrahim, persuaded that the readiest way
to annihilate the plans brewing against him was to
fall upon his enemies unawares, ordered the two regi-
ments, Courshid and Selim, which may be esteemed
at six thousand five hundred men, two thousand
cavalry, and about one thousand five hundred irregu-
lars, to accompany him. Arrived before the Greek
line, and placing himself at the head of the cavalry,
he charged the right wing with great impetuosity,
and, in a few moments, put it into complete rout;
destroying every one who by timely flight could not
escape. Capitan Nicola of Neocastro, and Zaphiro-
poulo alone, were taken alive. The number of the
dead could not be less than six hundred: the most
conspicuous among whom was the haughty General
Xidi, Eleutheri, Cormova, and Bottaiti. The
wounded amounted to three hundred. Scourti and
Costa Bozzari, after miraculously escaping the fate
of the above chiefs, flew to Androussa. While the
cavalry pursued the Greeks, the Arabs attacked the
two villages, where Zavella, Caraiscachi and Chagi

. Cristo had intrenched themselves; but they were
received with so much vigour, that their several at-
tempts to dislodge the Greeks proved ineffectual, not-
withstanding the continued fire of their field-artillery.
Had Ibrahim known how to avail himself of his suc-
cess, he would have blockaded the Greeks; and after
three days at the utmost, total want of water and
provisions must have forced them to surrender, or to
make their way Across the Egyptian lines; a measure
which could not be effected without considerable loss.
But the resolute resistance of these Greeks, and the
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After dinner we marched for Old Navarino, the
ancient Pylos, situated on a rocky promontory at the
north-west extremity of the bay, which constitutes
the port of Navarino. The distance before us was
four leagues and a half. To prevent being surprised
by the enemy, ten or twelve standard-bearers had
been sent on before as eclaireurs, with orders, that
in case they perceived the Turks, to fire three guns.
As we drew near Petrochori, one of the soldiers in
the van-guard in walking across a field, started a
hare, and naturally enough thought he could do no
better than shoot it. The report of the musket was
enough to throw the whole troop, which consisted of
more than five hundred men, into alarm. Halt was
made; the cry, ¢ Cavalry, cavalry,” was repeated
from mouth to mouth ; and the soldiers, panic-struck,
unanimously began flying with incredible speed in
every direction. The chiefs, instead of encouraging
the men by their presence of mind, did not even in-
quire into the fact; but flew full gallop up a neigh-
bouring elevation. Upwards of an hour took place,
before the troop could again be rallied, and following
as closely as possible the sea-shore, we arrived an hour
before night, on the beach of ¢ sandy Pylos.”

" 'The ruins of its ancient castle, which even in mo-
dern times may be called impregnable, considering
the steepness of the insulated rock which it crowns,
are still visible; and a deep cavern exists a little below
it, which bears the name of Nestor. It might, in the
present circumstances, have been of much service to
the Greeks, and been employed as an inexhaustible
store-house, to supply the wants of the troops on the
island, and in the fortress. This position, important
in ancient times, was abandoned by the Venetians,
whose interests being chiefly maritime, judged it
more advantageous to defend the entrance of the
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merit, added what enhances them most, modesty and
simplicity of manners. His countrymen ranked him
among their most gallant sailors; and the garrison
found him to be, on all occasions, an active, disin-
terested, courageous patriot. He had, a few days be-
fore, owing to counter orders, landed on the point
of the island three brass eighteen-pounders, which
he embarked at Anapli, with orders to convey them to
Patras, the siege of which during the last six months
had so much been spoken of, and which the active
Conduriotti was, at his departure from Anapli, firmly
determined on undertaking.

On Tsamado’s requesting the soldiers of the gar-
rison to assist him in the erection of a battery, on
which to place these cannons, they replied, ¢ this is
no business of ours; for we are soldiers; not porters
nor diggers.” The love of his country operating on
his mind above all other considerations, he began
the work with his own hands, and thus animating
the crew by his example, they set to the work, and
términated it in a few days. He informed us, that
the only troops on the island were a hundred men,
under the orders of Anagnostaia, who, instead of
fulfilling the task, which had been given him by
government, had in consequence of a quarrel be-
tween him and the capitani of the garrison, de-
parted from Neocastro, and retired to one of the
numerous caverns, that exist among the rocks of
Sphacteria. There he lived in the midst of a plenty,
which the fortress was very far from sharing; but to
satisfy his revenge, he neglected bringing in the ob-
jects, necessary to its defence and maintenance; little
considering the fatal consequences, such proceedings
might entail upon his country *.

* I can truly assert, from almost daily inspection, that when
I entered Neocastro, the whole of the provisions consisted in big-
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the spot, and upwards of thirty wounded. Since the
beginning of the siege, not more than sixty men had
been wounded. The inclined position of the fert-
ress, but above all, want of skill in the Turkish artil-
lerists, were the chief causes of the trifling injury,
‘hitherto suffered by the besieged. The bombs had
indeed so much destroyed the houses. of the town,
that, with the exception of five or six, they were all
levelled with the ground. The church being bomb-
proof was therefore destined for the reception of the
wounded. :

The result of Mavrocordato’s inquiries served to
afford a complete and undeniable proof of the neg-
ligence of government, and to show how destitute
of the means of resistance the fortress was, with the
fate of which the most vital interests of Greece were
intimately linked; since it defended not only the finest
.harbour of the Morea; but that, which, in every re-
-spect, suited the purposes of the enemy. Nine months
before Ibrahim’s arrival, informed positively of his
intentions, could not the members of the executive
dedicate a small portion of the loan to the wants of
.Neocastro? Or did the spirit of private revenge and
cupidity so powerfully possess their minds, as not to
‘allow them even to reflect on the necessities of their
.country, and the consequences of their improvidence?
Could they not perceive, that as long as the Turks
remained without a port in the Morea, their fleet
never could undertake any thing of permanent con-
sequence? Winter would always force them to re-
treat; and in the fine season, obliged to remain con-
stantly at sea, they and their transports would always
be exposed to be molested by the Greeks, and would
have a thousand difficulties to surmount in order to
land or embark troops, provisions, and materials of war,
&c. But once in possession of Neocastro, the efforts






CHAPTER XXXIIIL

Description of Neocastro—Character of Stactouri—Conduct of
Phoca—Battle of Neocastro—Turkish method of firing—
Turkish fleet arrive off Modon— Battle—Distress of several
Greeks in a cavern.

NEeocasTro consists of two parts, the Kale, or the
fortifications and walls defending the town and har-
bour, and the Itchkale, or the citadel. It is indis-
pensable, in order to make the reader understand the
manner in which the siege of this place was carried
on, to dedicate a few lines to a description of its
principal features. At each angle of the lowest wall
of the town-fortifications exist batteries, composed of
two stories. The outermost battery, which fronts
the mouth of the harbour, mounts sixteen cannons.
The eight below are thirty-six pounders; those above
are twelve and eighteen pounders. Beysade Tor-
jachi was intrusted with the defence of the lower-
most story; and Tatraco with that of the uppermost.
The innermost battery, which is exactly similar to
the one described, was now completely walled. It
had been built only to act against ships, that have
once cleared the first battery, and penetrated into
the port. A weak wall, about a hundred and eighty
yards in length, connects these two large batteries.
A semicircular tower mounted with four six-pounders
exists in its middle. A long wall, four hundred yards
in length, runs up from each of these sea batteries,
and, connecting them with the citadel, form the pre-
. cincts of the town, which formerly consisted of up-
wards of three hundred houses. These walls, little
more than six feet in thickness, are unprotected by
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The citadel, constructed on the more elevated
portion of the rocky declivity, on which Neocastro
stands, commands the town entirely; and by closing
its own gate, becomes completely separated from it.
Its batteries, which are construeted so as to defend
it chiefly on the land side, were mounted by about
twenty-four pieces. But as it is commanded by three
surrounding eminences, there can be no doubt, that,
if properly besieged by an European force, it could
offer but a very transient resistance. In 1770, Orloff,
having established his batteries a little below the
small chapel of Saint Nichola, succeeded, in a few
days, in making a large breach in the walls of the
citadel, and thus compelled the garrison to capitulate.
Instead of imitating his example, the effects of which
are to this day visible, the reparation of the breach
being very apparent close to the eastern gate, Ibra-
him chose on the slope of Mount Saint Nichola a
more elevated position for the erection of his battery.
It had not only the disadvantage of being exposed to
the fire of the Greek vessels, as they entered and left
the harbour, and to that of half the batteries of Neo-
castro; but, bemg more distant from the walls, and
striking them in a slanting direction, his cannons,
which were mostly eighteen-pounders, could act but
very feebly against them. The portion of the wall,
selected by the enemy to open his breach, was equally
injudiciously chosen. Had he, after making it, ven-
tured on storming, and succeeded in scaling it, his
troops would have penetrated merely into the town;
while the besieged, shutting themselves up in the

songs, and those, celebrating the exploits of the Greeks, since the
beginning of the revolution ; and such is the power of music to
“ soothe the savage breast” that Ibrahim himself would come down
from his tent, to listen to the melody of our Tyrtzus; and make
him the handsomest offers to induce him to go over to his service,
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giving every soldier his ration would inevitably have
produced a revolution in the garrison, against the
governor. Had these additional provisions been con-
sumed or put by, the evil would not have been so
crying; but they were either wantonly wasted, or
when an opportunity presented itself, sold to the
Zantiot boats, which conveyed water to the fortress;
to the captains of the ships which brought us pro-
visions; and even to the Spezziots: and so great was
the liberty allowed to every soldier, of leaving the
fortress, whenever he felt disposed, that upwards of
three hundred (mostly Moriots) gradually disappeared
under various pretexts.

Some time after our arrival, an empty Mainot bom-
barda entered a little before night the port of Nava-
rino, and came to anchor close to the fortress. All
that could be learned from the captain was, that he
had brought letters to Beysad¢ from his father Pe-
trobey. As the dissatisfaction of the Mainots and
their chief was well known, and it had been observed,
that, instead of impeding the desertion of his men,
‘he had rather encouraged it; strong suspicions na-
turally arose, that this ship had been sent, at his
request, to embark himself with the remaining part
of his troop. This was the more practicable, as the
sea-gate had entirely been intrusted to their charge.
Determined to impede this, Stactouri invited Tor-
jachi to an assembly of the capitani, which was always
‘held in the fortress; and in the meanwhile signified
to the bombarda, that unless she instantly departed,
the fire of the batteries would be opened against her.
From that day Beysade¢ was lodged in the citadel,
and the sea-gate intrusted to another.

Capitano Panagi Phoca, under the plea of bringing
wine and fresh provisions, departed with forty men
for Philiatra; but, like Noah’s dove, having found
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by fatality, at the same time that they spoke of starva-
tion as imminent, they wasted the provisions with
the most wanton prodigality. The Moriots, espe-
cially, were loudest in their complaints; and bitterly
vented themselves against Conduriotti and his friends;
who, after destroying the sinews of their country, em-
ploying the national loan and public revenues to en-
tertain civil broils, and enrich themselves, did not
show themselves worthy of preventing the landing of
Arabs, and preserve a place so important and so easily
defended as Neocastro.

To the ill-directed attacks of the enemy, a feeble
and ineffectual resistance was offered by the dis-
heartened Greeks; and although all our batteries on
the south of the fortifications were directed against
his, so very little injury was inflicted on the Egyptians,
from the beginning of the siege, that all the firing of
the garrison was little better than mere waste of
powder and shot. During a fortnight, Ibrahim bom-
barded us with great activity and precision, from a
battery of nine mortars, which he had erected on the
north-east of the fortress. But, comparatively speak-
ing, he did not cause us much harm; for, on account
of the great elevation given to the shells, their di-
rection could easily be remarked, and in general every
one, at the cry of bomba! bomba! uttered by the sen-
tinels in the videtfes, had time to take shelter under
the arched vaults, which are purposely constructed
around the walls of the citadel, and in many parts of
the town wall. It is right here to remark, how much
the present Turks have degenerated from their ances-
tors; who, in almost every branch of military science,
and in that of besieging fortresses especially, showed
themselves, even in the seventeenth and eighteenth
centuries, so much superior to the best troops of
Christendom. The energy, resolution, intrepidity,
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harbour), and thus cutting our land and sea com-
munications entirely off. Once master of Sphacteris,
not only would he direct its battery against us, but,
by sailing into the port with his fleet, he would reduce
the fortress to atoms, should it persist in resisting.

These sensible counsels were approved of imme-
diately by Ibrahim, and his divan; and Husseim Bey,
whose talents as general, and courage as soldier, were
universally acknowledged, was thought the most qua-
lified person to preside at the attack of the island.
Soliman Bey was directed to follow him with his regi-
ment, which now was three thousand strong, in order
to justify the hopes he had inspired in his new ¢o-
religionaries. On the 6th of May the troops em-
barked; and two thousand irregulars volunteered to
accompany them. Ibrahim took upon himself te at-
tack the position of Old Navarino, now occupied by
the bishop of Modon, Chagi Cristo, and othér minor
capitani, whom Mavrocordato hed prevailed upon to
come to the defence of Neocastro. The secretary of
state, whose zeal and activity, since his departure
from Tripolitza, were highly praiseworthy, had this
day returned from Scala, and passed in person over

“to the island; where he convoked the navy captains,
Anagnostaia, Stactouri, our governor, &c., to delibe-
rate on the best means of putting the island in a state
of defence, so as to thwart the intended attack of the
enemy.

After reconnoitring the place, the determination
was taken, of bringing three cannons to protect the
points, where a landing appeared most practicable.
The other parts of the island were thought to be
sufficiently defended by perpendicular rocks. Capi-
tano Zocri, whose terrific looks reminded those who
had witnessed his cowardice, of an ass in a lion’s skin,
received the order of repairing there with two hun-
dred and fifty men, taken from our garrison. Four
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soon as the boats returned. The Greek musketry
opened against the advancing Egyptians, and their
balls fell like hail around them. Husseim leaped,
undismayed, sword in hand, on shore; and, followed
by Soliman Bey, rushed towards the battery of Tsa-
mado. The Arab drums sounded the charge, and
animated by its sounds and the cries of 4dUah! Allah!
the disciplined troops advanced intrepidly with crossed
bayonets against the frail tambouri of the Greeks.
‘Terrified by this mode of fighting, to which they
were strangers, and which they could not oppose,
having themselves no bayonets, and overpowered by
numbers, the Greeks precipitately betook themselves
to flight. This cowardly example so rapidly in-
fluenced the rest, that, in less than half an hour after
the landing of the Egyptians, we perceived from the
fortress the Mussulman crescent and green standards
coming down the heights of Sphacteria, and the Arabs
actively pursuing the Greeks, who bounded from
rock to rock with unavailing nimbleness. A few,
however, seeing death inevitable, disdained falling so
ingloriously. The most conspicuous of these were
‘the brave Tsamado, several Hydriots, Stavro Sacchini,
Count Santa Rosa, &. Mavrocorddto, who, from
the beginning of the affair, had kept aloof, very nearly
escaped falling into the hands of the enemy. He
-owed his life on this occasion to his followers, who
seeing him on the ground in a complete state of syn-
cope, conveyed him to the Hydriot boat belonging to
Tsamado. Closely pursued by the Arabs, Stactouri
leapt into the sea, and succeeded in swimming to the
ship of Tsamado, of which he assumed the command.
As soon as the Greeks in the ships, at anchor in the
harbour, saw the overthrow of their countrymen, after
waiting a short time for the return of their sailors,
who were on the island, fearing lest the enemy should
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without making the least allowance for difference of
elevation or distance, so that little damage is done,
except to the mast and rigging; and even this is, in
general, so little, that Lord Byron quaintly, but justly,
observed, that ¢Turkish artillerymen were to be feared
only when they did not take aim.”

About a hundred Greeks had time to save them-
selves by crossing the ford to Old Navarino. Tsocri
and (Economapoulo were among the first. Six in-
dividuals succeeded in swimming to Neocastro, many
were drowned in the attempt, and the rest were killed
or surrendered to the enemy. Amongst the former
was Anagnostara; the news of whose death occasioned
unrestricted joy to the capitani of the garrison. For
it seemed in the eyes of most, to be a compensation
for the loss of Sphacteria. Griva, who had a private
enmity against him, exclaimed on hearing it ; ¢ Hap-
pen what will, now this keraZa is no more!”

About two hundred prisoners were sent to Modon;
among whom was the brother of Capitan Zaphiro-
poulo, who had been taken at Fourgi, Catzaro, cap-
tain of Mavrocordato’s body-guard, a German named
Becker, &c. Truth compels me here to add, that,
before surrendering or receiving the fatal blow, the
Greeks in general threw down their arms, and weep-
ing like women, implored the mercy of the enemy.

Considerable booty fell on this occasion to the lot
of the Arabs; as most of the Greeks were Roumeliots,
wearing arms decked with silver, and having purses
well lined with sequins and sovereigns. Not to men-
tion others, Catzaro had, besides his splendid arms,
the value of one thousand five hundred dollars around
his waist. Yet before the revolution this man was a
vineyard keeper at Vrachori. He had amassed this
sum, considerable for Greece, while in Mavrocor-
dato’s service. So universal indeed is the spirit of
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blood-thirsty soldiers in search of more prey, and
the shrieks and groans of the half-murdered Greeks
slowly expiring in the midst of tortures, and on
tremblingly reflecting that a similar fate, perhaps in
a few moments, awaited them. What aggravated the
horror of their position still more, and increased their
fears, was the circumstance of one of their companiouns
being mortally wounded. Martyrised by the thirst a
burning fever and profuse hemorrhage brought upon
him, ig vain he sought to restrain the groans, which
the lingering agony of death forced him to utter.
Were they but heard, by the Turks, the doom of
every one was fixed. Fortunately for them, how-
ever, he expired in twenty-four hours.

At the end of the third day one of them, who knew
how to swim, favoured by the obscurity of night, suc-
ceeded, unperceived, in stealing down to the shore;
and, assisted by despair, arrived at Neocastro. No
sooner did he inform us of the position of his com-
panions, than a boat,. belonging to,some Zantiots, was
got ready. Some Hydriots volunteered to row it.
They slowly drew, at the dead of night, near the
spot where they impatiently awaited his return. The
voice of the sweetest angel of mercy could not bring
more joy to the unfortunate plunged in the abyss of
despair, than the whisper by which he invited his
desponding companions to follow him, with all pos-
sible precaution. They descended to the small pro-
montory behind which lay the boat. Their feelings,
when they precipitated themselves into it, may be con-
ceived. The noise they then made, and that of the
departing oars, drew the attention of the drowsy
Turkish sentinels. They sounded the alarm, and a
lively but useless fire was made upon the now happy
Greeks, who could have replied with huzzas of exulta-
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tion, had they not feared to draw the attention of the
Turkish ships, which, after entering the port, had
anchored close to the island.

I gladly saw, among these individuals, three per-
sons whom I knew. Two of these had been formerly
patients of mine, belonging to Mavrocordato’s body-
guard. The third was a Philhellene, named Ernest,
belonging to a respectable family at Zurich. It was
singular to observe the striking moral change, which
the horrible position, in which he had remained
during three days, had wrought on this young man.
Instead of rejoicing at having so miraculously escaped,
and reassuming his former liveliness on finding him-
self amongst the Franks, he exhibited, during several
days, all the symptoms of mental derangement. His
looks were savage, his humour sullen, peevish, and
fretful ; he muttered curses against those, who showed
him most kindness; sought solitude; and sat sulkily
in a corner of the vault where I lodged, shedding
abundance of tears. The danger, to which we were
during several days exposed, contributed, no doubt,
to maintain him in this state; and it was only when
the capitulation was granted to the garrison, that he
became himself again.



CHAPTER XXXIV.

Condition of the Greeks at Old Navarino—Battle—Ibrahim’s
offers—Conduct of Beysadé—Gallant conduct of Miaouli—
Ibrahim’s offers to the Greeks—At length accepted.

WHILE the Turkish fleet and the castle of Modon
were celebrating, with incessant discharges of artil-
lery, their late victory over the giaours, the greatest
consternation spread itself among the soldiers of the
garrison. They now began to reflect on what had
been so often repeated to them, that their own safety
was linked to the preservation of the island; and the
sight of their imminent danger inspired them with as
much pusillanimity, as they had formerly displayed
contemptuous security.

The Greeks at Old Navarino were in a predica-
ment still more alarming; the departure of Tsa-
mado’sship having left them entirely bereft of pro-
visions and ammunitions. No alternative remained
now for them, between surrendering and forcing their
way across the enemy’s ranks. "They adopted the
last resolution, and on the night of the 8th, they
sought to execute their design; but found all the

passes so well occupied by the Egyptians, and so
~ heavy a fire opened upon them from all sides, that,
with the exception of a few, they all returned to their
former position. Chagi Cristo, the bishop of Modon,
and several others, were then taken prisoners. The
next day, Ibrahim sent a flag of truce to the Greeks,
who had now intrenched themselves within the walls
of the castle, that stands on the summit of the rock,
in order to inform them, that he knew exactly from
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have destroyed still more, had not Ibrahim, informed
of this, despatched orders to the ships immediately to
desist firing.

The deafening roar, produced by the discharge of
so many cannon, actually stupified the Greeks. The
efforts and counsels of Collegno were in vain. Every
one vociferated and commanded ; but nobody obeyed.
Collegno, however, continued fulfilling his duty as
private cannoneer; till he was disabled by a strong
contusion, he received on the shoulder, from a stone,
against which a cannon-ball had struck. The miser-
able fire of the Greeks was soon over. The powder
magazine of the lower battery having, through the
imprudence of a soldier, who entered it with a lighted
match, blown up, fifteen of the men who served the
pieces were killed; and this circumstance so com-
pletely discouraged the rest, that every one had
abandoned his post to seek shelter, wherever he
thought most advisable. Recourse was then had to
public prayers; and the three Papas, we had in the
garrison, mustered all the images of male and female
saints in the place; and began carrying them in pro-
cession around the ramparts. So deaf were all the
saints of Paradise to the nasal litany of these orthodox
ministers, that Papa Sarella himself, although he bore
in his hands the finest image of the Virgin, was se-
riously wounded in the head, by the explosion of a
shell; which fell among and dispersed the devotees.
The smart made him so much forget the respect, due
to the Panagia, that he threw her down, saying in his
rage; * Perdition upon thee; since thou couldst not
save even thy worshipper from this evil hour!” with
other impious expressions,

The Turks soon after imitated our example, in
compliance with Ibrahim’s order, who now employed,
the more to dishearten the garrison, a stratagem per-
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told them, that Ibrahim had desired him to inform
them, that, as they might easily convince themselves
by looking around them, he had taken every mea-
sure to prevent the garrison from receiving the
slightest assistance by sea or by land; or making its
escape. He had defeated their army at Fourgi, and
forced it to retreat. He had disarmed or destroyed
the other corps; and the Greek fleet, seeing him
master of the port and island, had returned to Hydra.
Could they therefore hope to escape, when upwards
of twenty thousand men occupied all the surround-
ing positions? Would it not be madness in them to
attempt resistind, when upwards of a thousand can-
non, and, if necessary, as many more, stood ready, at
the first signal, to carry death and destruction? In-
fluenced by different motives, than those which go-
verned other Mussulmen, he disdained to destroy so
weak an opponent; and wishing, if possible, not to
injure further a fortress which, of right, belonged to
the sultan; his generosity and compassion had led
him to propose to them to surrender in time; and
they might rely on his word, that he would allow
them to depart as safely as the Greeks, who had lately
capitulated at Old Navarino.

These propositions produced a deep sensation on
the hearers. For they could not conceal from them-
selves, how applicable the words of Ibrahim were to
their condition. They knew, that their supply of
water and biscuit could, at most, last them but a
month; and that forty barrels of gunpowder only
remained in the fortress. Repeated experience had
convinced them of their incapacity, and they felt be-
sides, even under the most favourable circumstances,
they never could withstand so formidable an enemy.
As to assistance from without, they could expect
none. These and other reasons prompted them to
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conduct towards the Greeks, who surrendered at Old
Navarino, was only the better to conceal the snare,
he had laid against them? Could they reasonably-
conceive, that, forgetting the cruelties, practised by
the Greeks on the Turkish families, which surren-
dered the fortress, on the same conditions now offered
to them, the Mussulmen would suffer the opportunity
to escape of avenging the blood of their coreligionaries,
shed, as it was, in violation of the most solemn oaths?
Cowards only could assert, that succours would never
arrive. Could they suppose, that his own father, the
whole of Maina, the brothers of Iatraco, and the
friends and relations of the other capitani, would not
use every exertion to come to their rescue; long be-
fore their provisions were exhausted? For, if used
sparingly, they would last above two months. But,
granting even that assistance were hopeless, was it
not more glorious, after resisting to the last, to make
their way, sword in hand, through the enemy’s camp?
Then, at least, some might escape ; whereas, were they
to surrender now, a shameful and cruel death would,
there could be little doubt, become the general doom.
He then added in a decided tone: ¢ Let those, who
please, now leave the fortress. As for me, and all those
who are worthy the name of Hellen, we will shut
ourselves up in the citadel; and, when reduced to
extremities, we will bury ourselves under its ruins,
sooner than fall into the hands of such a cruel and
perfidious enemy.”

On some Roumeliots endeavouring, soon after, to
prove to him the improbability of his assertions, and
the rashness of his advice; he burst into a violent
rage against them; and after exclaiming, ¢ Shame-
less women! war, and nothing but war, must decide
our fate,” he rushed up the rampart wall, and wavi
his sword towards the Turks, cried out with all his
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following narrative is drawn up from the testimony
of many trust-worthy eye-witnesses, whom I after-
wards knew at Modon. Ancxious to wipe off the
reproach, which his countrymen might make for
having allowed the enemy to land unmolested on
Sphacteria, the gallant Miaouli, having observed
that a portion of the Turkish ships were at anchor
off Modon Castle, formed the plan of burning them.
Assisted by a favourable easterly wind, he unex-
pectedly presented himself in the evening with his
division; and while his vessels bore directly upon
the large Tunisian and Egyptian ships, which were
anchored close under the island of Sapienza, and
put them to flight, his brulots succeeded in setting
fire to the Asia, of seventy-four gunms, and to two
corvettes. The other ships, the captains of which
were all making their Ziéf on shore, were immediately
abandoned by the greater part of their crews; and
eleven of them fell a sacrifice to the flames. Most
of these lay so close to the town, that, on their
blowing up, a shower of burning pieces of timber
fell upon the houses, and even on the roofs of the
powder magazines. ‘The inhabitants and soldiers
looking on the destruction of the town as unavoid-
able, precipitately fled out of the gate; and indeed
had not chance singularly disappointed Miaouli’s de-
sign, the fortress, with all the provisions, ammuni-
tion, and stores of the Egyptian army deposited in
it, would have been blown up; the hopes of Ibrahim
annihilated in an instant ; and Greece liberated from
her most terrible enemy.

This event could not but strongly alarm the
Turkish sailors, then in the harbour of Neocastro.
Being, therefore, in hourly dread of Miaouli’s en-
tering the harbour, they drew their ships further in;
and, judging from the terror and confusion, that
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he would spare them partly out of humanity, and
partly because he wished to terminate, as soon as
possible, the subjection of the Morea. Without dis-
turbing their worthy friends, the English, or asking
hostages, they should trust to his word of honour, as
their countrymen had done a few days before; and
return by land, as they had done, to Anapli. He
could not but express his indignation at the foolish
proposal, of his paying arrears to men, who had
fought against him. If they were not ashamed of
making such a demand, he at least .thought it below
his character to grant it; lest it should be said, that
he had obtained Neocastro by money, and not by
arms.

This energetic answer of the pasha produced a
most lively sensation on the minds of the soldiers.
They immediately construed his refusal to allow them
to embark on board English men-of-war, or to give
hostages, into a determination to act treacherously
towards them. The motives, which chiefly con-
firmed them in this idea, were the incessant threats
of the Moriot Turks, and the exulting expressions
of joy with which they hourly hailed the thought,
that the day would come when they could appease
the yet unrevenged shades of their friends and re-
latives. The greatest confusion and agitation had
reigned in the garrison; and now it became still more
boisterous, from the violent disputes, that hourly
arose hetween the capitani.

A few of those, least distinguished by their cou-
rage, suddenly adopted Beysade’s opinion, and main-
tained to-day the necessity of resisting to the last as
warmly, as they had hitherto endeavoured to prove
the impracticability of a prolonged defence. Ibra-
him had now bhecome as contemptible, in their sight,
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as he had yesterday seemed terrible. It was soon
perceived, however, that the charm, which so com-
pletely dissipated their fears, and filled their minds
with this unwonted security, was 7um ; that the bom-
bastic expressions, suggested by liquor, were not to
be mistaken for the dictates of sterling courage; and
that little confidence could be placed on men, whose
hearts ebbed and flowed with the fullness or empti-
ness of the bottle.

Without entering into further details, or relating
the difficulties, that were surmounted, before the
garrison could be induced to place any reliance on
the good faith of the pasha, or the latter be brought
down from his high pretensions, it will suffice to say,
that it was definitively agreed upon on the 18th,
that,

“1st. On the 21st of May, Ibrahim shall send
before Neocastro three European merchant-vessels,
Jreighted at his own expense, to transport the gar-
rison of that fortress to Calamata.

“2dly. Before the Greeks evacuate Neocastro, three
officers of Ibrahim shall be admitted into the fortress,
to form an inventory of the ammunition, stores, and
provisions which it contains.

¢ 3dly. Previous to embarking, the Greeks shall all
(with the exception of the superior officers) surrender
their arms into the hands of the above-mentioned
Turkish officers. ,

““4thly. A French and an Austrian man-of-war
will escort the Greeks to Calamata.”

Such was the aversion of Ibrahim to the English,
that he would never consent to the proposal, re-
peatedly made him by the Greeks, of requesting a
man-of-war of that nation to escort them. In com-
pliance with the demand of the garrison, the pasha

Y
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allowed three individuals*, chosen by them, to pro-
ceed to Modon, in order to inspect the merchant-
vessels, destined for their embarkation, and to com-
municate with the officers, commanding the men-of-
war, that had offered to escort them. The Austrian
captain was Mr. Bandiera, and the Frenchman M.
Le Blanc, commander of the Amaranthe. They re-
turned the next day, and assured us, that these two
naval officers had pledged their honour in guarantee
of the punctual observance of the capitulation; al-
though it would appear, from their subsequent be-

haviour, that they only expressed their readiness to
escort the Greeks to Calamata.

* These individuals were, the eparch of Neocastro, Cavaliere
Callegno, and Anastasius, a Greek, who although, according to
his statement, an English agent, thought it no breach of neutrality

to act, during the siege, as keeper of the powder and distributor-
of cartridges.
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in the fortress, watching a favourable opportunity
to depart, unperceived by the Turkish boats, which
were constantly cruising before the mouth of the
port. To animate them I gave them a written en-
gagement, by which I bound myself to pay the sum
of forty dollars on our arrival at Zante. I laid aside
my Albanian dress, and, assisted by one of Callergi’s
men, who proved as bad a tailor, as he had shown
himself a gunuer, I put together, in the best way I
could, a pair of trousers, borrowed a worn-out jacket
from a sailor, and exchanged the fézi and turban for
a hat. Thus equipped, I presented myself before
“the capitani, and informed them of the cause of my
metamorphosis; and begged them, since they were
on the eve of surrendering the fortress, and my ser-
vices consequently no longer necessary, to allow me
to embark during the night, and thus avoid the fate
that awaited me, should I attempt to leave it as one
of the garrison.

Iatraco, out of partiality to a colleague, pleaded
so strongly in my favour, that I received the per-
mission I sued for. The soldiers, however, apprised
of my intentions, looking still on the capitulation
with a suspicious eye, and judging both by their own
conduct and the habitual behaviour of Mussulmen,
unable to persuade themselves, that some hidden
treachery was not concealed under the appearance
of generosity and good faith, clamorously insisted
on retaining a man, who, should the negotiations in
the sequel be broken, and they obliged to defend
themselves to the last, would be of essential use to
the garrison. Seeing no alternative, I, of course,
was compelled to submit. The boat rowed off during
the night, and succeeded in escapmg the vigilance of
the enemy.
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getting the precepts of the law, not only spared these
infidels, but what was more inconceivable, those very
men, who, in violation of their most holy engagements,
had destroyed every Mussulman, who fell into their
power.

More than once did the Greek column stop, and
stand mute ; pondering on their helplessness, and the
surrounding danger; each reading his own fears on
the countenance of those next to him. A cry or an
incautious sign might in the moment have caused
them all precipitately to turn back. A thousand
apprehensions agitated them ; every disposition, taken
by the enemy, appeared to their intimidated and
suspicious imaginations, pregnant with danger and
treachery. The crescent, formed by the troops,
was intended the more easily to cut off their retreat,
when the whole garrison should once be out, and
thus the more assuredly to butcher them. The
boats, which were waiting for them, being all Turkish,
might lead them on board the Egyptian ships; or,
in imitation of the conduct of the Hydriots, when
Neocastro was surrendered to the Greeks, land them
on Sphacteria, or the small island in the middle
of the harbour, there to let them die of hunger.
At last, partly the reassuring words of Ibrahim,
partly the confidence, the presence of the Frank
naval officers, inspired them with, and, also, a de-
termination arising from despair, induced the first
to venture on. When the others, that had pur-
posely kept back, saw that they _had been led on
board the appointed European vessels, they gathered
courage, and, though hesitatingly, followed their
example. ‘

As I came out of the gate, following my servant,
and the soldiers who carried my luggage, I was met
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You must run the chances you have exposed yourself
to, and see to get out of the scrape the best way you
can.” Sosaying, he turned round, leaving me to my
sad reflections. The simple statement of similar con-
duct is sufficient, and dispenses from any observations.

I was then conducted to the tent of Soliman Bey,
who received me with all the rough politeness of a
French trooper. He forced me to squat down round
his table, and to breakfast with him. Captain Le
Blanc was one of the guests; but as French, as may
easily be conceived, is preferable to Arab cookery,
he had brought from his ship dishes, which to one
forced to live during many days on vermaicelli boiled
in water, seemed delicious. While we were at table,
information was brought to us by Mr. Bolognim,
instructor of Ibrahim’s black body-guard, that the
Greeks had all embarked ; but that Ibrahim had re-
tained as prisoners Beysad¢ Torjachi and Tetrako,
in retaliation for the manner, in which Ali Pasha
and his suite were detained by the Greeks at the
surrender of Anapli. This flagrant breach of the
capitulation made upon me a very different impres-
sion, than it appeared to produce on M. Le Blane.
Seeing him shrugging up his shoulders, and talking,
while eating, not less heartily than before, on e sort
de la guerre with the utmost unconcern, I concluded,
that he had never taken upon himself to guarantee
the punctual execution of the treaty.

The word retaliation filled my mind with appre-
hensions. For the precedent once admitted as law-
ful, the Greeks might, with as much right, have been
put to the sword, in refaliation of their conduct
towards the garrisons of Corinth, Monemvasia, Neo-
castro, and in fact all the Mussulmen who, relying
on their oaths, had surrendered themselves into their

haat e
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hints given me by the Franks in hisservice, as to the
danger of inflaming his irritable and savage temper,
by an ill-advised refusal,—all these were well calcu-
lated to excite apprehensions the most cruel. While
in this state I was led before the pasha, whose proud
and fierce looks by no means reassured me. I felt
myself entirely abandoned to the mercy of a bar-
barian, who, with all manner of apparent right, might
have treated me as he thought fit; since, being a
foreigner, he could except me from a capitulation,
which he might say he had merely granted to Greeks.
¢ What business had you,” said he to me through his
interpreter Abro, ‘young Englishman, to serve re-
volted rayas, fighting against their masters? Legiti-
mate or not, they have some grounds of complaint
against us; but what wrong did you ever receive from
Mussulmen?”—¢I am a medical man,” replied I;
“and as such, serve no party but that of humanity.
Having studied my profession to procure myself a
living, I entered the Greek service, because their
offers suited me.”—¢ Did the Greeks pay you?” said
he, ¢ for I am told, they rather understand taking
than giving?” I replied, that certainly I had not
found them the most punctual of paymasters. « Well,”
said he, “if it is the case that you serve humanity,
you may now remain with me, who am in need of a
doctor; and you may rely on finding me much more
punctual in my payments than the Greeks.”

/

Such is the simple, unadulterated relation of the
surrender of Neocastro; and of the circumstances
which forced me to accept Ibrahim’s propositions, to
quit the Greek service. It is an easy thing for men,
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much kindness, requesting him to obtain from the
local authorities a passport, without which no vessel
would take me on board. It was my intention, as
soon as I received it, to embark secretly. I wrote,
at the same time, to my father, who was then at
Paris, and he transmitted my letter to William Ha-
milton, Esq., late minister of his Britannic Majesty
at the court of Naples, who, in the kindest possible
manner, applied immediately to Mr. Canning in my
behalf, as will appear by the annexed letters.

¢ Argostoli, 13th July, 1825.
“ My dear Sir,

“Ir is two months since I received your letter,
dated Camp at Nisi, June the 12th, and Modon, 19th
ditto, but have been unable to reply to it until now;
when the kindness of Captain Williams enables me
to write, with some hopes of the letter finding its way
to you. On receiving your letter, I immediately
applied to Colonel Napier, on the subject of your
request, to obtain a passport, but he said, he could not
do it of his own power; but requested me to put my
communication in writing, which I did accordingly,
and it was sent to his excellency the Lord High
Commissioner, whose pleasure on the subject has not
been made known to me; but Captain Williams says
he has Colonel Napier’s instruction to make inquiries
concerning you. .
(Signed) «C. Hancock.”

*To Dr. J. Millingen,
¢ Fortress of Coron.”

(Copy.) < Foreign Office, September 8th, 1825,
‘¢ Sir,
“I am directed by Mr. Secretary Canning to ac-
knowledge the receipt of your letter of the 28th ult.:
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that account, despair of succeeding in obtaining the
object of my wishes, or cease to exert myself to enable
me one moment sooner to leave a service so much
opposed to my feelings. On the return of Ibrahim
from his expedition in the interior of Peloponnesus, I
addressed to him a petition from Coron, requesting,
under pretence of ill health, permission to return
home; and on my arrival at Modon renewed in per-
son my demand. The pasha absolutely refused it;
urging, that since I was unwell, he would allow me
to remain at Modon, where I might recover as easﬂy
as any where else. After his departure for the siege
of Mesolonghi, I profited of every opportunity to
renew my instances, and engaged others who had
influence over him, to interest themselves in my
favour; but, instead of a satisfactory answer, I re-
ceived the following note from Dr. Lardon, his pri-
vate physician.

“ Sotto Mesolonghi, 6 Marzo, 1826.

¢¢ Stimatissimo Signore Millingen,

“ SENTO con rincrescimento lo sconcerto di sua
salute, e m’ incresce sempre piu la di lei disposizione
a privarci della sua pregievole persona. Inerendo
intanto a’ di lei desideri, ed alla imperiosa circostanza
che li produce, ho rappresentato il tutto a S. A. in
quel modo che ho creduto pil favorevole al di lei in-
tento. La stima per altro di S. A. per lei concepita
ha fatto si che se ne sia alquanto doluto, e che non ne
abbia per il momento data una decisiva risposta, quale
perd mi procurerd in una seconda occasione, e non
manchero farnela partecipe.

* Ho I’ onore, &c.
“ Giov. Larpeon.”

« Al Signore Doctore Millingen.”
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clination. I then endeavoured to avert the conse-
quences of the resentment of a man, who, when in-
furiated, becomes more cruel and savage than the
fiercest tiger, by attributing Captain Pechell’s solicita-
tions in my favour, to the request, my father had
been led to make him in consequence of the reports
respecting me, published in the newspapers. Per-
suaded, that, with the Turks, the most prudent
and successful policy is to imitate their temporising
- system, till the decisive moment of unfolding one’s
intention has arrived; I replied, that, “bound as I
should ever be to him by ties of gratitude, yet as the
first of all duties was filial duty, I could not but
respect my father’s opinions, and comply with his
wishes. As soon, therefore, as he ordered me to
return near him, I trusted that he would allow me
to obey.”—¢ Your father, I dare say, like all the
English, is an admirer of the Greeks”—added Ibra-
him; “ but tell him to come and spend but six weeks
at Anapli, and if he does not then change his ideas,
and entreat you to remain with me, I am willing to
* forfeit my head.”

I might certainly, to this day, have been put off
from month to month by Ibrahim, who, like all
Turks, are averse to change a physician who has ever
been intrusted with the care of his harem, had not
the repeated solicitations of Lord Lansdowne, Lord
Holland, and Mr. Hamilton in my favour, induced
Mr. Stratford Canning to interest himself to obtain
fromfthe divan a firman, by which Ibrahim was re-
quested to allow me to quit his service.

It was not delivered by the Zebra, before the middle
of September; but as the pasha was still in the in-
terior of the country, his chiaja would not let me go,
but bade me wait till the return of his master. In
compliance with his request to give him under my
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As soon as the pay had been distributed to the
troops, I renewed my demand ; and requested his pri-
vate physician to solicit an absolute, and final answer.
Incensed at my obstinacy, and wounded in his pride
by a report made to him, that I called it a disgrace to

- remain in his service, he gave instant orders, that I
should be embarked before sunset, and the Chiaja
Bey, a faithful interpreter of his will, sent soldiers
actually to turn me out of my house. They threw
my effects out of doors; and had it not been for the
kindness of some French medical gentlemen, who,
with their own hands, secured my property, by taking
it into their houses, I should certainly have lost every
thing I possessed. I precipitately embarked on board
a small Austrian schooner, happy to escape any further
ill treatment; and, braving tempests and pirates, I
reached Smyrna in safety; where the pleasures of re-
gained liberty, and a return to civilized life, made me
soon forget the injurious treatment, I had received.

THE END.
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