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THE HISTORY OF GREECE.

CHAPTER L
ATHENS UNDER THE THIRTY.

TaE struggle between the two leading states of Greece
was at an end. This was not the result of mutual ex-
haustion, nor of a treaty defining anew the g, o,
limits of dominion on either side; but of f 5
complete victory on the one, and absolute sub- tory:
mission on the other. A victory more brilliant than the
expectations of the most ambitious Spartan had been able
to imagine during the long series of years of war had
been gained suddenly, without danger or difficulty, with-
out sacrifice of money or effusion of citizens’ blood ; it
had fallen like a ripe fruit into the lape of the conquerors.
Theirs was the gain of the whole of this unmeasurable
success, although it was foreign money which had ena-
bled them to assemble their naval force; their own re-
sources were unimpaired, and the means of support upon
which the enemy had so long relied for resisting them
were now at their disposal. Sparta was now the single
state powerful by land or sea ; she was on terms of inti-
mate friendship with the Persians, who attached to their
suxiliary services no conditions in any wise oppressive to

‘ her. Sparta’s former foibles, mistakes, and defeats were
forgotten ; once more she was regarded with reverence by
the Hellenes, who offered her a deep confidence, and

1* 9

er vie-




10 History of Greece. [Boox V.

hopefully hailed the triumph at last achieved by her over
Athens as the beginning of a new and happy era. From
Cythera to Thrace there existed no Greek community
where any cavil against Sparta’s hegemony over Hellenic
affairs made itself heard. Neither Sparta nor any other
state in Greece had ever possessed such a power as this.
For it was one resting upon ancient tradition, and firmly
supported anew by material and moral bases.
Expectations DUt to this authority there also attached
oroediibon momentous claims and demands. Sparta
might fairly be expected to have prepared
herself for her new task. She was the most ancient state
which had held the hegemony, and her exclusive right to
this position of honor had never been renounced by her-
self and her adherents; since the expedition of Brasidas
she had come forth from her narrower sphere of action ;
she had become a naval power, had acquired a familia-
rity with all European and Asiatic relations, and an
experience of the widest variety. She could not be blind
to the necessity of creating & new order of things in Hel-
las. Therefore, all eyes were turned towards Sparta ;
and upon the way in which she would use her power, go
as to fulfil the demands of the epoch, would necessarily
depend the further course of Greek history.
Lysander. The first measures were left to the man to
whom Sparta owed her victory. For hardly
ever has a decisive victory been gained in which the
victorious state itself and its citizens had so small a share,
as on the day of XAgospotami. Lysander alone had
made this victory possible, and had alone gained it; in
his hands lay the means, without which it seemed impos-
sible to gather in the fruits of the victory; for he alone
~ held the threads by which he directed the action of the
political parties, and in the name of Sparta regulated
the affairs of Greece. In his conduct of these matters he
followed the traditional principles of Lacedsemonian policy.
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The chief source of danger to the authority of Sparta
in Greece had always lain in the fact that other prin-
ciples of constitutional life than those prevailing in
Bparta had asserted and developed them-
selves. Accordingly, wherever she could pro- Spartain Pe-
ceed as she desired, Sparta endeavored to
remove political institutions contrary to her own, and, by
the introduction of a constitution homogeneous with the
Spartan, to recover her influence over the communities
which had become estranged from her. Such had been
her course of action at Argos, at Sicyon, in Achaia (vol.
iii. p. 316); and, indeed, the contest against Tyrannical
government, wherein Bparta had of old developed her
best forces, was at bottom nothing but a struggle against
democracy.

This policy Sparta had only partially suc- . 10y
ceeded in carrying through within Pelopon- of Srarts the
nesus; while beyond the Peloponnesian boun- mocracy.
daries she had never been able to apply it except in iso-
lated instances. The peculiar development of Athens had
thoroughly established the ancient opposition between con-
stitutional systems as an opposition of state against state ;
and, in proportion as the Attic community shook off all
restrictions upon its free-will, and without pausing for re-
pose continued its advance, Sparta had straitened and re-
strained her own development ; the guidance of her public
affairs had been given over to circles which became more
and more narrow ; and she had become more and more a
polity of warriors and officials, which recognized as its
gole task that of averting all innovations. Accordingly,
this contrast in home policy could not but more and more
decisively assert itself as the cardinal point in foreign pol-
icy: the constitutional question inevitably rose into one
of authority abroad. Every victory obtained in a Greek
city by the democratic party removed that city out of the
sphere of Sparta’s influence, and caused it to leave the
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ranks of her allies for those of her adversaries. For the
Athenians had also pursued the same policy. In the
spread of democratic constitutions they had perceived the
most effective means for closely attaching to themselves
the island- and coast-states ; and Sparta had repeatedly
been obliged to recognize this group of states, to which
the principles of democracy gave union amongst them-
selves, as a power legally established in Greece (vol. ii.
Pp- 420, 432; vol. iii. p. 208.)

This recognition had been cancelled by the war; the
entire power of the state which had forced Sparta to grant
it had been destroyed ; and she was free to act according
to her own will. Under such circumstances, how could
her statesmen have any other intention than that of at
last thoroughly carrying out her ancient policy, of utterly
sweeping away the anti-Spartan constitutions, and of re-
moving, if possible for ever, the difference which had per-
petually obstructed the power of Sparta, and thus putting
an end to the division which had split Greece into two
hostile camps ?

Thespartan  Herein, then, Lysander merely followed the
Harmosts.  traditional principles of his native city, when
he availed himself of his strength to dissolve the popular
system of government in all the towns which had belong-
ed to the Attic confederation, and to commit the govern-
ment to a fixed body of men enjoying his confidence. As
at Athens the Thirty, so elsewhere Commissions of Ten
were established; and in order to give security and
strength to those governing bodies, detachments of Spar-
tan troops were placed by their side, under the command
of a Harmost. This measure again was by no means a
novel invention. From an early period the Lacedsmo-
nians had been in the habit of despatching Harmoste (i.
e. military governors) into the rural districts, to hold sway
over the Perieci (vol. i. p. 203), and to keep the latter in
strict subjection to the capital. Such Harmosts were sub-
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sequently also sent abroad ; and this, of itself, showed how
the Spartans had no intention of recognizing various kinds
of subjection, and how they at bottom designed to make no
essential difference between subject rural communities in
Laconia, and the foreign towns which had of their own
accord, or otherwise, submitted to the power of Sparta.
The duration of the Harmosts’ tenure of office was not de-
fined ; it was thought well, in places of importance, to al-
low them to remain long enough to become thoroughly
domesticated there—so in the case of Clearchus at Byzan-
tium (vol. iii. p. 507.) Nor was their sphere of duties ac-
curately marked out; they held both a military and a
civil authority, and were accordingly not dependent upon
the Kings as commanders-in-chief, but upon the Ephors
directly; and it was to the latter that they were responsi-
ble. The Harmosts were, in short, confidential servants
of the government, and were allowed to form an independ-
ent judgment of affairs in their several localities. For
this reason these commissioners of Sparta abroad were se-
lected among men of advanced age, from whom sound
judgment and a prudent exercise of their official authority
might be expected. To Amphipolis had at first, in Ol.
Ixxxix. 1 (B. . 424), been sent a man of youthful years;
and this is expressly mentioned by Thucydides as a viola-
tion of ordinary usage. Twelve years later two commis-
sioners of war were sent to Eubea with a detachment of
three hundred men.*

* There was nothing per s offensive in the term d&puooris, which is even
contrasted, as one of less severity, with those of the Attic federal inspect-
ors (iwioxowo. ¢vAaxes). Theophr. ap. Harp. ewioxowoe: cf. Diod. xiv. 3
(dppéorres uiv T Adyw, Tpavvo 8 rois wpdypnacty). The name was not a new
one; it was not, however, derived from the Peloponnesian federal system,
but was the official appellation of the governors sent by Sparta into the dis-
tricts of the Periceci (8chol. Pind. Ol 6, 154. Schdmann, Gr. 4U. vol. 1. P. 2,p.
212). BSince, then, it was again Harmosts who were sent into the subjected
federated towns (ot wap’ avrois kadovueros apu. ; Diod. xiv. 10), it may assured-
ly be hence concluded that the federated towns were regarded as bailiwicks
or governments abroad, with which moreover, they had in common the pay-
ment of tribute. The term is used in a more general sense by Thuc. viii. §
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pEermonso- ins\;’ll::; had formerly o:;urre;i in isolated
m uen Lostan andw&ls now carried out on a larg.e
iy ; us & net-work of Spartan garri-
sons was spread over Greece, in order to bind
down all elements of resistance, all the forces of the re-
volution—for it was in this light that the entire democra-
tic movement appeared from the old Spartan point of
view. But, if the policy of Sparta was to be thus com-
prehensively realized, a man was needed such as Lysan-
der was. Without Lysander, the scheme would never
have succeeded ; for, while at Sparta no thought was ta-
ken of what lay beyond the immediate future, he alone
had long provided for what had now occurred, and had
prepared the measures to be taken after the overthrow of
Athens. He was acquainted with the relations of parties in
all the towns of Greece ; he knew the party-leaders who
were the right men for introduction into the oligarchical
governing commissions ; he had incited them to enter into
closer combinations with one another, and had accus-
tomed them to look to him for their instructions, and to
him for their advancement to power and honors. Lysan-
der acted in the name of his native city, in the spirit of
her policy, and, as we are expressly informed, under or-
ders from the Ephors; but all measures bore the charac-
ter impressed upon them by himself; and his influence was
of so personal a nature, that it could not be shared with
any other man. Upon the person of Lysander depended
the absolute dominion which Sparta for the moment pos-
sessed ; but herein also lay the germ of its weakness.
Ieolated ca For it was only in isolated cases that the
sesofreward- proceedings were taken which the true friends
gmany © of Sparta were bound to expect, viz. that
those communities to whom their devotion to
where it is applied to such a position as that held by Gylippus at Syracuse.
As to the exceptional case with regard to age, see Thuc. iv. 132; ro» 7Bdrrev

rapavépes dmdpac éffyov éx Indprns. This happened ». c. 423, and was perhaps
intended as an annoyance to Brasidas; cf. vol. {ii. p.199.
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Sparta had brought misfortune were, as far as possible re-
warded by compensation and restoration. Thus, indeed,
the AKginetans and Melians, or as many of them as sur-
vived, recovered their native country; in Histiza, too,
and in Scione and Torone, the wrongs inflicted by the
Athenians were in some degree repaired ; the Attic cleru-
chi on the islands were forced to quit their holdings ; the
Messenians had to evacuate Cephallenia and Naupactus,
and the latter city was restored to the Locrians.*

Thus the Spartans endeavored, at isolated , . . ...
points, where the Athenians had proceeded Boism f
with exceptional violence, to exercise justice
and to expiate wrong; and, in truth, these endeavors
were also dictated by political interests. In general,
however, the Spartans themselves displayed an extreme
degree of violence; nor could any one have been less
adapted than Lysander for appearing in the character of
the champion of order and legality. Instead of being
elevated above the political parties, he stood in the midst
of them. He was the leader of those who, by means of
their secret combinations, had undermined the tranquilli-
ty of the communities ; and the most violent members of
the political clubs were his associates and his tools.
When, therefore, it was to such men as these that he gave
full liberty of action, he was well aware that they would
employ it for appeasing the lust of vengeance upon their
fellow-citizens, which they had so long been forced to re-
strain ; and this accorded with the real intentions of Ly-
sander. Far from desiring to establish tranquillity and
peace, in which the cities might recover from the miseries

* Concerning Lysander acting as Nauarchus by orders of the state, see
Diod. xiv.10. As to the restoration of Egina and Melos: Xen. Hellen. ii.
2, 9; Plut. Lys. 14; Scione (vol. iii. p. 186), ®. As to the expulsion of the
Messenians from Naupactus and the islands: Diod. xiv. 34 (from Cephalle-
nia), and 78 (from Zacynthus); Paus. x. 38,10; Lycon wpodots Navwaxror

* Homeros® of Metagenes; Meineko, Fragm. Com. Gr. il 7565; Bergk, Rel. Com
Ad. 423,
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of the war, he was well content to see the civic communi-
ties destroying themselves by internal feuds and seditions,
It was not & cruel whim, but politic design, which caused
him to favor the exhaustion of those communities which
still appeared capable of resistance ; the ends of his poli-
cy demanded that the unbappy land of Greece should
yet be further weakened and unnerved by loss of blood.
It will be remembered how three thousand Athenians
were, by his orders, slaughtered on the Hellespont; how
at Miletus, where the contending parties were on the
point of arriving at a reconciliation, he had insidiously
instigated a sanguinary massacre, in order to make a
clean sweep of his opponents in this quarter (vol. iii. p.
548.) The same course was pursued in Thasos, where the
civic community, after it had been tranquillized by means
of solemn promises, was fallen upon, and the greater part
of it put to death. And, in the end, no distinction was
any longer observed between the communities which had
sided against, and those which had sided with, Sparta in
the war. Inasmuch as there were none to fear, neither
were there any to be considered. The ruthless severity of
Spartan policy was allowed to assert itself unrestrictedly ;
and any notion of being bound by the principles of a
Brasidas or a Callicratidas was cast to the winds. And
yet the former of these had, in the name of Sparta, sol-
emnly vowed conscientiously to respect the autonomy of
every community, and to favor no party whatever;
while Callicratidas had openly declared that he desired
no other supremacy for his state than such as free Hel-
lenes would voluntarily grant to it.

Its oppres-  Erinciples directly contrary to these being
siveness, now officially approved, and the just expecta-
tions of the Hellenes most bitterly disappointed, it
was impossible that Greece should be tranquillized ; it
was imposgible that anything should result but a new
agitation. Public opinion, brutally disregarded, imme-
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diately turned against Sparta. The states formerly op-
pressed by Athens, instead of drawing new breath in
the atmosphere of liberty, as they had hoped, were terri-
fied to find themselves delivered up to a far heavier op-
pression than the Athenian. For, however harsh and
severe the sway of Athens had been, yet it was no arbi-
trary terrorism ; it had been founded in a spirit of justice,
regulated by legal statutes, and organized with intelli-
gence ; it treated the individual life of each community
with as much tenderness as the interests of the leading
state permitted; it offered a strong protection against
foreign enemies, under which trade and industry might
flourish ; and it possessed a national significance which no -
candid judge could fail to perceive. The Spartans, on
the other hand, had already in three treaties sacrificed
the towns of Asia Minor; and although, after their vic-
tory on the Hellespont, they were loth to deliver up cer-
tain towns of special importance, as e. g. Abydus, where
they had placed a Harmost of their own, yet even in this
quarter they lacked courage to withstand the claims of
their powerfully ally ; and the Persian viceroys ruled in
the name of the Great King more absolutely than ever
before, along the whole coast-line of the Archipelago and
the routes of the sea, which were of so high an import-
ance for the liberty of the Greeks and for their com-
merce ; although the tributes originally introduced for
the protection of the Greek sea were levied as heretofore.
A further grievance lay in the brutality of the men
whom Sparta deputed into the Hellenic cities; for the
large number required of itself put a special selection of
men of proved competence out of the question. On
the contrary, they were, for the most part, men taken
from inferior walks of life, servile towards Lysander and
his friends, and brutal towards the unprotected citizens.
Thus, the best element which had survived in the Greeks,
their communal sentiment, was everywhere exposed to
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the cruellest insult ; and no man of clear judgment could
fail to perceive that the much-abused maritime dominion
of Athens could not have been followed by any more
striking justification than that offered by the system of the
Spartan Commissions of Ten and military governors.*
This reaction in public opinion and grow-

Its weak . . .

points. ing excitement against Sparta, of course, from

the first contained the germ of the weakness
of her dominion. In the same direction tended the dis-
cord which necessarily made its appearance between the

authorities of the Spartan state. A growth
spaicusy. of jealousy was here inevitable, for the com-
gander &t migsions of Ten, or Decarchies of Lysander,

were the mainstays of his personal power. It
was, therefore, easy to perceive how dangerous this power
was to the state, and how much it was against the inte-
rest of Sparta to charge herself with the hatred of all
Greece, in order to maintain the authority of Lysander.
But those who perceived this proposed no other course of
action by which they were resolved to abide. Thus, the
divergence between Lysander on the one hand, and the
Kings and Ephors on the other, undoubtedly crippled his
authority, but at the same time it impaired that of Sparta ;
and it hereby became possible to the conquered cities to
withdraw themselves from the crushing oppression of the
overwhelmingly powerful state.

Sparia & Finally, a third circumstance operated upon
ther siates of the further progress of Greek affairs—viz. the
e relations of Sparta to the states of secondary

rank. These states had been her most zealous
allies against Athens, but all their exertions during the
war remained disregarded; they found themselves de-
ceived in all their expectations, and saw their clearest

*As to Thasos; Corn. Nep. Lys.2; Polyen, 1. 45, 4. Helots employed as
Harmosts: Xen. Hellen. iil. 5, 13. Tributes rising to the amount of 1,000 tal-
ents: Diod. xiv.10; Plut. Lys. 17.
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claims for a share in the spoils of victory and for a voice
in the resettlement of affairs in Hellas coldly rejected.
Hence arose a vehement opposition; the feeling of inde-
pendence in the secondary states was aroused to new en-
ergy, and occasioned a series of attempts to shake off the
odious supremacy of Sparta. Thus we see by the side of
the latter new centres of independent political life form-
ing themselves;—and these contain at the same time the
germs of fresh struggles for the hegemony over Greece.

These three points of view determine the events of the
next few decades. They explain why, after the battle of
ZAgospotami, Greek history, instead of becoming a his-
tory of Sparta and of Spartan dominion over Greece, as
Lysander intended, recovers its ancient manifold variety
of independent city histories. The first and most instruc-
tive example is furnished by Athens.

In the violent changes which after the vie-  \icar
tory of Sparta took place in the cities of Rarties at
Greece, the native parties in each were every-
where concerned. But this was most effectively the case
in that city in whose busy life all political tendencies had
found their most vigorous and characteristic development,
—at Athens.

Here the friends of the existing constitution had severed
themselves most decisively from its adversaries. The for-
mer thought that upon it depended absolutely the salva-
tion of the state; the latter regarded it as the source of
all evil, as a system contradicting every consid- 1, \o4.
eration of reason. Between these two parties erates.
stood a third, that of the Moderates, who could not of
course point to principles of action as definite as those of
the unconditional friends or foes of the constitution,
but who agreed with the latter in acknowledging the
abuses of the democracy and in strongly desiring certain
restrictions upon the popular will, and with the former in
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being loyal adherents of the constitution, in abhorring
any violation of it as high treason, and in equally abhor-
ring any intervention of a foreign state brought about for
party purposes. In these patriotic sentiments, therefore,
they stood by the side of the Democrats proper, against
the Oligarchs. The latter, never supported by any con-
siderable number of adherents among the citizens, had
always found themselves obliged to rely upon foreign aid,
and contrived to excuse their good understanding with the
enemies of the city to themselves and others by all kinds
of sophistic arguments.
The o.  We have become sufficiently acquainted
garchs. with the proceedings of this party, with its
constant endeavor to provoke confusion in the state, in
order to impair the respect paid to its laws, and eagerly
to turn every disturbance and every public calamity to
the account of their own ends. It was the party of those
who despised the common people; who esteemed virtue
and capacity for political action inalienable privileges of
men of rank; who regarded the renunciation of mari-
time dominion as the first step indispensable for returning
to a rational course of action;—the same party, whose
political creed remains to us in the essay on the Athe-
nian polity preserved under the name of Xenophon. The
objects which this party had during the last century pur-
sued in repeated attempts, and at the time of the Four
Hundred had already in part realized, had now been con-
summated ; with the establishment of the Thirty the
Oligarchs had arrived at the goal of their desires. The
destruction of the fleet and the levelling of the walls had
disarmed the city and severed it from the sea; Athens
was no longer either & Democracy or a great Power ; she
was reduced to one of the many country-towns of Greece
which, without having any policy of their own, obeyed a
foreign guidance, and placed their armed men under the
supreme command of Sparta. For Sparta was once more
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the sole head ; a single will was omnipotent in Hellas.
Liberation from the troubles of war after they had lasted
for seven-and-twenty years, reconciliation between tribes
akin to one another, peace and harmony among the Hel-
lenes, guaranteed by homogeneous constitutions,—in
short, a return to the good old times, with their wise ordi-
nances of law which democratic insolence had overthrown
—such was the bright sign hung out for the new order of
things which the partisans of Sparta lauded as alone
beneficent, and as alone in accordance with Right.

Not one of these partisans, however, can ., Thirty.
have been short-sighted enough to believe the
work of a reaction, which reversed the progress of
Athenian history since Themistocles, or indeed since
Clisthenes and Solon, to have succeeded on the spot. It
was to be foreseen, that the civic community, though
broken by war and famine, and weakened in consequence
of unexpected calamities, would again recover its self-con-
fidence. Accordingly, everything depended upon the
measures whereby the Thirty would secure their sway
and carry out their principles; in other words, their
party had arrived not at the close, but at the beginning,
of their task. They had been established, on the motion
of Dracontidas, amidst open contradiction which only the
authoritative orders of Lysander had been able to re-
move; and they consisted throughout of men who,
although they possessed adherents among the upper
classes in the city, were odious, or in a high degree sus-
picious, to the community as a whole. , In part they were
the same men who by their treason had occasioned the
defeat of Agospotami; and, as was universally known,
they had not merely accepted what circumstances had
rendered inevitable, and abstained from availing them-
selves of their relations to Sparta for bringing about the
peace, desired on all sides, under as favorable conditions
88 poseible ; but they had made Sparta serve their party
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purposes, had taken refuge behind the authority of Ly-
sander, had arrived at a secret understanding with him,
and had required him to make such demands as best cor-
responded to their selfish interests. Yet they were not~
withstanding not established as an official government
proper, but merely as a commission instructed to review
afresh the fundamental laws of the state, which in recent
years had been so frequently shaken, and to bring them
into harmony with the altered condition of affairs. For
this purpose only they had been entrusted, under the su-
preme authority of Sparta, with the extraordinary
powers which after the close of their legislative activity
were again to expire.

Their first 11 8pite of this, the Thirty were anything
measures.  but intent upon legislation ; their sole object
was completely to subject to themselves all surviving
factors of political life, and to disarm all possible opposi-
tion. The civic community remained dissolved ; the
republican offices retained a mere semblance of existence,
and were, notwithstanding their absolute insignificance,
filled by members of the ruling party. Thus Pythodorus
became First Archon, and gave his name to the year
which began under the Thirty. The Council too was left
standing, although perhaps without its full numbers ;
but it was throughout composed of persons who already
at the time of the Four Hundred had proved them-
selves adherents of the oligarchy. To this Council was
at the same time, after the abolition of the popular tribu-
nals and of the Areopagus, committed the penal juris-
diction ; and, in order that even in so dependent a body
no free and impartial decisions might take place, it was
ordained that the members of the Council should vote
openly and in the presence of the Thirty. The Pirseus,
from of old the focus of democratic movements, was
placed under a special official Board of Ten, who were
made responsible for the maintenance of tranquillity in
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that quarter. These Ten were undoubtedly, like the
Thirty, named by Lysander and subordinated to him.
Neither in the Upper nor in the Lower town were any
official authorities tolerated which did not offer them-
selves as ready instruments of the new government.*
After a preliminary political system had been thus
established, the despots began by introducing the new
era to which they desired to advance Athens, by a few
shrewdly calculated measures. For it was not difficult in
those days to charge the abuses of the democracy with
every calamity of which the consequences weighed upon
the city. 'When, therefore, the Thirty employed their
authority in removing such evils in civic society as were
offensive to all right-minded citizens; when they made
short work of certain ‘contemptible individuals who had
plied the trade of sycophants with shameless effrontery,
and expelled them from the city, these measures were
approved by a considerable part of the population. A
vigorous government was welcome after a protracted ab-
sence of all counsel and means of protection; the want
of confidence in the constitution which had spread
further and further since the Sicilian calamity, the long-
ing for tranquillity which could only be expected to be
satisfied if popular liberties were restricted and the good-
® As to the rule of the Thirty, see Xen. Hellow. ii. 8fT.; the speeches of
Lysias against Eratosthenes, Agoratus, and Nicomachus, &ec.; and Isocrates
and other orators passim.  For modern accounts: Lachmann, Gesch. Gr.
vom Ende des pel. Kr. bis Alex. (1839); Sievers, Gesch. Gr. vom Ende des pelop.
Kr. bls sur Schl. bei Mantineia (1840); Scheibe, Olig, Umwillmng su Athen am Ende
des pelop. K. wnd das Archontat des Eukleides (1841); Welssenborn, Helles. (1844),
p- 197 f. Xenophon, in his first two books, follows the chronological order
of Thue.; but the negligence of his narrative, and the very corrupt state of
its text, force the reader to resort to combinations in order to arrive at a
settled chronology. As to the institutions of the Thirty: Scheibe,66. The
abolition of the Heliastic tribunals is to be assumed as a matter of course ;
that of the Areopagus is to be gathered from the correct interpretation of
Lysias, L. 30 (Rauchenstein, Philol. x. 605). The Areopagus had fallen into
disfavor, Lys. xil. 69. As to Pythodorus as a member of the Four Hun-
dred (whose corporation was the seminary of the Thirty), Plut. dle. {. p.

119; Diog. Laert. ix. 54; he was trained in philosophy, like his colleague
Aristoteles: Bergk, Bel. Com. 100; cf. vol. iii. p. 523.
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will of Sparta courted, operated in favor of the new
government ; and if the latter acted with ordin~y
shrewdness, it might succeed in gradually attracting t« s
gide many of the Middle party.
s But this moderation only lasted for a brief
arrison un-  gpace of time. The members of the govern-
;l:ﬂtl:e Acro-  ment were too decidedly partisans to be a'le
to rest satisfied long with a cautious adop
of a rational political system ; too much wrath had a.
mulated in them during the protracted period in w} .
the minority of men of property had been subjecter - °

the sway of the hated multitude ; and they desired to s~

vent for the bitter hatred which they had restrained,

to take vengeance for the oppression which they haa so
long endured. But if they pursued such ends as these,
~ they obviously could not enter upon an endeavor gra-
dually to bring about a change in the sentiments of the
citizens, and to secure the support of the Moderate par-y.
The following of the Knights, the one corporation
Athens which adhered on principle to the oligarchs, was
insufficient for their purposes; nor could they find the
guarantee desired in Sparta, so long as she merely stood
in the background as a protecting power. They therefcre
despatched two confidential emissaries, Alschines ad
Aristoteles, with orders to convince the authorities at
Sparta that armed assistance was required, if the new po-
litical system was to be established permanently, and af-
ter a fashion agreeable to Sparta herself. As they under-
took to maintain the troops at their own cost, and as Ly-
sander zealously supported their request, 700 Lacedsmo-
nian garrison-troops under the command of Callibius en-
tered Attica, and occupied the citadel. It may have been
Lysander himself who, after he had taken Samos, and
had carried out his measures of force on the coasts of
Thrace, conducted the march of these men and estab-
lished the Harmost.

e
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This event was productive of many important results.
Tr now all doubt was inevitably taken away even from
- those who had been simple enough to believe in the
moderation of the Thirty; and indignation necessarily
filled every patriot, when Spartan sentinels challenged
him on the way to the sanctuary of the City Goddess,
~‘that very goddess who had rejected the homage even
Lacedsemonian kings (vol. i. p. 413). It was now clear

It the government was careless of gaining respect and

ent, and that it was determined to pursue paths in

‘ch it needed the assistance of foreign arms; it was

*  Jent, that this government esteemed more highly the
-, -tification of its lust of vengeance than even its own
honor and independence. For henceforth Callibius, a
rough-spoken and overbearing Spartan, was the foremost
man at Athens; and the heads of the Thirty deemed it
no condescension on their part to court his favor and to
sécure his good-will in every possible way: they were not
sshamed to offer up as a sacrifice to his craving for ven-
gtance the young and beautiful Autolycus, famed as a
victor in several competitive games. Callibius, annoyed
by the loes of a lawsuit, had struck Autolycus in the pub-
lic street, and then, when he had defended himself, had
I ought him as a criminal before Lysander. The latter
disapproved of the conduct of the Harmost; but when he
had departed, Autolycus had to suffer the penalty of
death.*

As a compensation for so humiliating 8 po- ¢ pew
sition, the Thirty were naturally anxious to Sycopbancy.
reap a proportionately thorough harvest out of the ac-
cession of power which had accrued to them by means of
the garrison. They became more reckless and despotic
in all points; moreover, their undertaking to maintain
the troops at their own expense obliged them to procure

® As to Callibfus, Xen. Hell. ii. 8, 13; Diod. xiv. 4; Paus. i. 18, ix. 32; Plut.

Lgs. 16; Cobet, Prosop. Xemoph. p. 54.
2
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money in every possible way, and for this purpose to make
inroads upon both public and private property. In short,
the admission of these foreign troops converted the party
sway of the oligarchs into a Tyrannis far worse than any
Tyrannis of earlier times, because it was designed to chas-
tise the people like a hated foe who at last lay at their
mercy. All civic liberties having been abolished, together
with the laws of Solon, it became possible to extend the
persecution to every person who had incurred the ill-will
of those in power; and this category included every one
who might possibly become dangerous. The system of
sycophancy, which it was intended to abolish, flourished
to an extent which it had never heretofore reached ; it was
partly in the hands of men who had formerly already plied
this trade, and who now merely changed sides in order to
keep up their lucrative occupation, while others of the
new sycophants were men who were now, under the Thirty,
first apprenticed to a service all the more lucrative because
an accusation might now be confidently expected to suc-
ceed. The most notorious among these bloodhounds and
informers were Batrachus of Oreus in Eubcea, and Zschy-
lides. Under a government of this description of course
a special importance attached to that authority, whose
proper business was only the execution of penal sentences,
The Eleven, the so-called Eleven. For not only were their

hands now always full of work ; but their posts
were always held by the most zealous adherents of the
Thirty ; they were men who took a personal delight in se-
curing their victims, and in gratifying the despots’ lust
of vengeance; they were themselves an organ of a party,
and the most important weapon in the hands of the gov-
ernment. The most daring and influential of their num-
ber was Satyrus.

Executions One of the first acts of violence, which laid
snd banish- hare the real character of the government, was
ments, " .

the execution of the unfortunate men against
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whom Agoratus had informed as disturbers of the public
peace (vol. iii. p. 573), and who were still in durance; ac-
cording to a popular vote they were to be judged by a
jury of 2,000 members. Instead of this, they were sen-
tenced by the council and put to death in prison: among .
them Strombichides, Calliades, and Dionysodorus. Nor
was this all. It seems that, with the co-operation of Ly-
sander, a list had been drawn up of all those whom it was
designed to remove; and this included all who had al-
ready formerly proved themselves champions of popular
rights ; above all Thrasybulus, the son of Lycus, the man
who had, next to Alcibiades, been chiefly instrumental in
obtaining for free Athens, after the fall of the Four Hun-
dred, a new period of fame and prosperity, and Anytus,
the son of Anthemion, an individual of low rank, but of
considerable property, who was accounted a democrat of
the old school. Both were sentenced to banishments. But
even those at a distance were feared, particu- ,, ...
larly Alcibiades, whom neither his friends nor
his foes had forgotten. It was known that as long as Al-
cibiades lived, he was also busy in the formation of plans
and in the pursuit of momentous ends. He was now
about forty-five years of age, and, notwithstanding his dis-
sipated habits, full of vigor and eager to do great deeds.
Reflecting upon the hapless situation of his native city,
he could not bring himself to relinquish the idea that he
might be permitted to come forward once more as her
saviour; and now, as before, he hoped to reach the goal
by means of Persia.*
At Susa Artaxerxes II., Mnemon, had sat on the
throne since the close of the year B. c. 405 (Ol. xciii. 4).
® Bérpayxos & wépedpos b éf 'Qpeod, Archippus ap. Athen. 329e. K. Fr. Her-
mann, Staatsalt. § 13y, and Meier, de bon. damn. 188, argue against the identity
of the évdexa under the Thirty and during the Democracy. Yet it is surely
impossible to assume two boards of Eleven with the same functions. The
old board was officered anew and acquired a totally new significance

(Bcheibe, 68). As to the «ardloyos (b pera Avodéripov x.): Rauchenstein,
Philol, xv, 338, and ad Lys. xxv. 16.
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His relstions L€ Occasion seemed to be exceptionally favor-
pith Pharna- gble for forming a connexion with him. For,
inasmuch as Cyrus, whose treasonable schemes
were becoming more and more manifest (vol. iii. p. 516),
had completely attached himself to Sparta, nothing
remained for the Great King but to seek his allies at
Athens, This was perceived by Alcibiades. Accordingly,
after he had for a time maintained an attitude of quiet
observation on the Hellespont, he recommenced negotia-
tions with Pharnabazus. (After the appointment of Cy-
rus as governor-general in the maritime provinces, Phar-
nabazus had retained his satrapy, while Tissaphernes had
been dismissed from his offices). Pharnabazus’ seat of
government was at Dascylium on the shores of the Pro-
pontis ; here, following the traditions of ancient Persian
policy, he gave a most hospitable reception to his former
adversary, and gave up to him the city of Gryneum in
Zolis, which produced for him an ample yearly income.
In these relations Alcibiades took advantage of his for-
,mer sojourn at the court of Tissaphernes, easily accus-
tomed himself to Persian ways, and prepared himself for
a personal visit to Susa, where he hoped after all to realize
his old plans (vol. iii. p. 514) ; thinking, in accordance
with his disposition, to intervene anew in the course of af-
fairs as negotiator and as general.
Proceed- Me.a.nwhile his proceedings were watched
ingsogainst by his enemies. They remembered how al-
ready once before the dominion of their party
had been overthrown by him; and they therefore per-
ceived the necessity of taking early measures to prevent
his second return. To Critias no man was more odious
than Alcibiades, his former friend, in whom he recognized
a living test of the vacillation of his own political ca-
reer; and moreover, he was well aware that, if the peo-
ple were looking out for any one man as capable of be-
eoming its saviour, that one man was Alcibiades, who at
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tracted the attention of all. So long as such a man re-
mained alive, the Thirty could not hope to see the com-
munity quietly submit to the yoke of their despotism. Here
were sufficient reasons for persecuting Alcibiades even in
his absence. His lands in Attica were confiscated ; his
son was expelled ; and he was himself, like Themistocles
of old, declared an outlaw, so that he was prevented from
sojourning in any part of Hellas. But it was his death
which was desired; and accordingly the government ap-
plied to Lysander, who was at this time in Asia, for his
co-operation. As Lysander (8o it is said) showed no in-
clination to assent to this request, the enemies of Alci-
biades at Sparta were stirred up, above all Agis and his
following ; and thus it came to pass that definite instruc-
tions reached Lysander from Sparta, to make away with
Alcibiades. Probably he applied for this purpose to the
authority of Cyrus; and thus Pharnabazus saw no means
of escaping the necessity, and was forced to lend his hand
for the destruction of the man who was enjoying his hos-
pitality.

Alcibiades had started on his journey to
the Great King, from whom he might expect ors death.
a favorable reception; he had just taken up ety
his quarters for the night in the Phrygian
hamlet Melissa, when the men sent out by the satrap
came up with him. His dwelling was surrounded at
night-time, like the lair of a wild beast, and then timber
and bushes were piled around it. Awakened by the
flames flaring up on all sides, he springs from his bed.
He searches for his sword; it had been stolen away.
Treason then must have had a hand in the plot. With
rapid presence of mind he casts robes and coverlets into
the flames, and thus proceeds through them, followed by
his mistress Timandra and by a faithful Arcadian. Al-
ready he has passed beyond the reach of the fiery sea which
was to have destroyed him, when, the flames lighting up
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his position, a shower of missiles falls upon him from a
distance, so that he falls to the ground, without being able
to see a single one of his foes. When all is over, the bar-
barians issue forth from their darkness, and cut off the
bero’s head, in order to carry it to the satrap in token of
the accomplishment of their orders. His body is buried
by the faithful Timandra.*

Terroriem of  1h€ death of Alcibiades was in any case
the Thirty.  to be regarded as an important gain by the
rulers of Athens, if they considered what complications
might have resulted from his negotiations with the Great
King. Yet the difficulties of their situation could not be
removed by means of isolated acts of violence. Its
weakness lay particularly in the fact, that it was not a
gingle Tyrant, but a board of Thirty, which held sway..
This number had originally been intended to serve the
-purpose of diminishing the evil semblance of a Tyran-
nis; it was a kind of senate placed at the head of the
state ; and it was doubtless not accidental that the
number of its members corresponded to that of the
Council of the Old at Sparta (gince in the establishment
of Ephors too, vol. iii. p. 578, it is impossible not to rec-
ognize an adherence to Spartan political institutions).
No permanent union could prevail among so many
official colleagues of equal powers, least of all in the case
of a government which ruled without laws and conducted
affairs after an arbitrary fashion, devoid of any fixed
standard or limit. It was inevitable that discord should
arise among the colleagues as to the measures to be
taken, and that party divisions should form themselves
within the government.

* As to Alcibiades’ perception of the plans of Cyrus: Ephorus ap. Diod.
xiv. 10; Nepos, 4le. 10. As to his death: Plut. 4l.39. Timandra in Athen.
574 is called Theodote. According to Ephorus, Pharnabazus was anxious
that the news should not be carried by any one else from Cyrus to the
court; but this fails to account for the deed of blood. This makes it prob-

able that Cyrus co-operated; who had the most canse for fearing Alcibis
des. Cf. Grote, vol. vili. p. 427.
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Moreover, among the citizens also, after they had
recovered from their first terror, movements of incalcu-
lable significance became perceptible. Men began to see
clearly as to the situation of the state, and the question
suggested itself with increasing distinctness: “ What is
to be the end of all this?” For so long as only those
who had given open cause of offence were touched, all
whose consciences were easy remained tranquil. But
now things had changed. Batrachus and Aschylides
were always at hand, to prefer accusations on the expres-
sion or hint of a wish on the part of any one of the
Thirty; and the accused were judged by their enemies.
All security of lifeand property was now at an end, and
any honest citizen might suddenly become the victim of
an insidious informer. There was no longer any ques-
tion of the party-standpoint; the victims of the Tyrants
were found to include men belonging to the noblest
houses of the city, and averse, both by family tradition
and by personal conviction, from the excesses of the
democracy. Thus the worthy Niceratus, the son of the
general Nicias, fell; Eucrates, the brother of the general,
who had refused to become a member of the Board of
the Thirty, having already at an earlier date been
removed. Leon of Salamis, and Lycurgus, the grand-
father of the orator Liycurgus, were likewise after a short
mock trial delivered up to the Eleven. The citizens
were dragged away from the market-place and from the
temples ; the relatives of the murdered men were
hindered from giving them the rites of burial ; to display
sympathy was accounted criminal. In most cases of
sentence a variety of motives co-operated—the desire of
removing dangerous individuals, and that of satisfying
personal appetites of vengeance and at the same time of
obtaining money by the confiscation of property.

The last-named motive, which had already po ceention
dictated the proceedings against the heirs of oftheMetmct
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Nicias, came more and more into the foreground ; and,
from this point of view, the persecution was extended to
the numerous class of Attic resident aliens, or Meteecs,
who lived under the protection of the state. Their pos-
sessions consisted chiefly in money and moveable pro-
perty, which being hard to survey and apt to be over-
estimated, accordingly all the more tempted the greed of
the Tyrants. In this case, as that of non-citizens, they
thought to stand in proportionately small need of hesita-
tion ; indeed, there was a certain specious pretence in
their favor, when they represented this class in general
as hankering after innovations and unworthy of trust.
Hence two of the Thirty, Pison and Theognis, made a
special motion with reference to the resident aliens; the
several members of the council were called upon to men-
tion individual members of this class suspected by them ;
and in order that the real motive of this persecution
might not too palpably display itself, the subterfuge was
adopted of including among the first ten selected as vic-
tims two persons without means.*
Resction N0 wonder, then, that in view of this pro-
Yhong the gress of affairs even certain of the Thirty be-
gan to hesitate, and that the opinion gained
ground that it was assuredly impossible to proceed blindly
in the path hitherto pursued, and that the security of the
government itself demanded a consideration of means,
whereby a support might be gained among the citizens, and
a polity established containing something like a8 warrant of
Therame. Permanence. 'This tendency found its repre-

nes. sentative in Theramenes. Involuntarily he

#As to Eucrates and Niceratos: Lys. xvifi. 4, 6. As to Leon: Andoc.
Mysl. 04 ; Scheibe, 83. As to Lycurgus: Vit X. Orat. 841; Clinton, Fast. Hell.
ad amm. 337 (notthe father Lycophron, according to Scheibe, 101). As to
Pison and Theognis; Lys. xii. 6; Xen. Hel. ii. 3, 3. The oppression of
the mercantile class accorded with the political principles of she oligarchs,
who wished to divert the state from its commercial tendemcy. Cf
“ Xenophon,” de rep. Ath
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again fell into the same direction which he had pursued un-
der the government of the Four Hundred (vol. iii. p. 486).

His whole conduct at the time when the city was be-
fallen by its great calamity, forbids our assuming it to
have been a moral sense of shame which restrained him
from participating in the progress of arbitrary violence.
On the contrary, as Critias afterwards told him to his face,
he had at first been among the most zealous, and had in-
cited his colleagues to a sanguinary persecution of the op-
posite party. But when he found himself outvied by
others in this course of action, and felt his vanity of-
fended by the predominating influence of Critias, who be-
came de facto the head of the government, Theramenes
hoped by opportunely adopting & more moderate policy
to provide best for himself individually. For he was too
sagacious not to perceive the necessary consequences of
such a system of terror; he was therefore anxious in time
to quit the ship whose sinking he foresaw. In this way
he might also hope to rise to the position of a party.
leader by the side of Critias, and, after the latter should
have been brought to a fall by his abuse of his power, to
gain by his own sagacious pliability an authority corres-
ponding to his ambition. Moreover, a certain aversion
from everything unmeasured and wild had survived in
him as & remnant of his better self (vol. iii. p. 486), and
this may now have co-operated as a motive. And, since
he had already once before carried a clever change of
characters to a prosperous issue, so at the present time,
while the rest without any will of their own followed the
bidding of Critias, he with growing boldness put forth a
voice of warning and of free contradiction.

He had begun by disapproving of individual measures,
e. g. of the occupation of the citadel by Lacedemonian
troops, and of the execution of blameless men, such as
Leon and Niceratus. Then, without allowing himself to
be diverted by the bait of a rich share of profits, he deci

%



34 History of Greece. [Boox V.

sively opposed himself to the entire procedure of the gov-
ernment. He declared it folly to exercise a despotic
sway, and yet remain in a minority ; to drive brave men
into exile, and thus create a hostile power abroad ; to put
individuals to death, and thus provoke the enmity of
whole classes of the population, whose power was, in
reality, increasing at the very time when it was attempted
to impair it. He averred that regard should be paid to
public opinion, and a support sought for in the civic com-
munity. He therefore demanded that full civic rights
should be restored to the kernel of the population—in
other words, to those who were able to furnish arms for
themselves. Critias, on the other hand, held that any
modification of the existing system was a sign of weak-
ness, and dangerous ; he bade his associates beware of
surrendering themselves to simple-minded illusions; for
the state must, once for all, be thoroughly purified from all
corrupt elements, for which purpose the present was the
right moment, such as would never hereafter return.
The Thirty ought, therefore, to hold firmly together, and
act in unison, like a single Tyrant surrounded on all
sides by insidious foes.

Meanwhile, the tension increased; the two rivals mu-
tually forced one another in opposite directions; and, at
last, Critias perceived the necessity of apparently giving
way, in order that Theramenes might not become the head
of a counter party.

The Thres It Was, therefore, determined to summon a
Thoussnd.  ¢ivic body, in order, according to the view of
Theramenes, to rest the oligarchic government on a
broader bottom. A list was drawn up of citizens upon
whom dependence could be placed; and, in addition to
the Knights (who were regarded as a separate class),
3,000 was fixed upon as the normal number—which
again may have intentionally corresponded to the tripar-
tite mode of division peculiar to the Dorians. Thera
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menes protested against this proposal. He urged that
the number was too small; for it excluded many to
whom the testimony of their being efficient citizens could
not be denied. On the other hand, it was too large,
inasmuch as it afforded no guarantee of those included
in it being trustworthy adherents of the oligarchy. Mea-
sures of this kind, he said, could not possibly lead to the
establishment of an enduring polity.

Hereupon Critias and his associates found ., poople
themselves forced to pursue their own course, disarmed.
and to proceed with measures of a thorough character.
One day, they caused all the citizens to be ‘assembled for
& general muster. The Three Thousand met in the mar-
ket-place; the rest, in smaller bodies, in different locali-
ties of the city. These places of meeting were surrounded
by troops; and the citizens, taken unawares, were obliged
to deliver up their arms to the Lacedemonian mercena-
ries, who carried them away to the citadel. Thus, after
the precedent of earlier arbitrary governments (vol. i. p.
377), the people had been successfully disarmed ; upon the
Three Thousand, who were left in possession of their arms,
as secure a reliance was placed as upon any ordinary band
of partisans. To the Three Thousand, therefore, were
granted certain civic rights; and, in particular, the privi-
lege was secured to them that no member of their body
should be punished without a judicial procedure. This
arrangement was, in truth, not so much a protection for
the Three Thousand, as a weapon of offence against the
rest of the citizens. For the abolition of the most abso-
lutely inalienable rights of Athenian freedom was expli-
citly declared, when only a fixed number of citizens was
specially excepted from the general forfeiture of these
rights. And now further steps continued to be taken with
increasing fearlessness. To be involved in a penal prose-
cution, it sufficed to be personally on unfriendly terms
with one of those in power, or even to be in possession of
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a tempting amount of property; and the more frequently
the thirst after vengeance and booty was gratified, the
more ardent it became. Houses and work-shops were
searched, money-chests broken open, consecrated gifts and
deposits attacked. Several members of the government
selected their victims according to a mutual agreement;
they hereby attained to a more intimate connexion amongst
themselves, but, at the same time, marked themselves off
from those whose sentiments were more conciliatory. Thus
a division formed itself between Ultras and Moderates,
which, from day to day, became more manifest. Thera-
menes, who recklessly attacked the bloody sway of the
so-called “ best citizens,” became intolerable, and his over-
throw a necessity.

Critins v. Accordingly, Critias, after secretly arming
Theramenes. g hand of his most faithful followers, sum-
moned the council, and there preferred against Thera-
menes a charge on life and death. This indictment of
Theramenes was, at the same time, a justification of the
policy of Critias himself. “In political revolutions,” he
said, “it is absolutely unavoidable that blood should
flow; this every one must perceive, who feels it his mis-
sion to perform such tasks; and he should, therefore, have
manliness enough to command his personal feelings.
Athens is the focus of democracy, against which we
struggle as against the root of all social evils. Athens is,
unfortunately for herself, a populous city, which has been
trained in all the follies of popular liberty. After much
labor, we have destroyed the popular government, and
founded an oligarchy, which is alone capable of main-
taining a lasting concord between Athens and Sparta.
‘We must, therefore, stand firm, and not allow any oppo-
sition in the state, and least of all in our own body. Now
Theramenes never ceases to vituperate us, and find fault
with us; he is our foe; and, inasmuch as at first he went
band in ‘hand with us, nay, was more than any other
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man instrumental in bringing about the existing order of
things, and yet now deserts us, with the intent, in view of
the undeniable dangers of our position, of keeping a re-
treat open for himself: he is not merely our opponent,
but also a traitor, and the most dangerous traitor of whom
it is possible for us to conceive. True, his conduct can-
pot surprise us, for it accords with his character; he is, as
his well-known nickname testifies, an untrustworthy turn-
coat. As member of the Four Hundred, as accuser of
the naval commanders, he betrayed his own friends, and
brought upon them their doom. Are we, then, now to
wait until he succeeds in repeating this course of conduct?
Assuredly, all of us who are here assembled honor the
city of Sparta, as a seat of wise political institutions. Is
it your belief that the Spartans would tolerate such a
case a8 that one of the Ephors should unceasingly slander
the constitution, and counteract the authorities? Consi-
der, then, whether ye will uphold this self-seeking traitor,
and allow him to gain authority over you, or whether,
with him, the hope of success shall, once for all, be cut
off from all whose desires are like unto his ?”*
Theramenes defended himself with un-
shaken courage. He represented his indict- menes v.
ment of the Arginuss generals in the light of )
an act of self-defence; and, in order to retort upon the
personal charges of his adversary, referred to the earlier
career of Critias, which, he suggested, was assuredly
equally little likely to conciliate confidence ; and, in par-
ticular, to his guidance of the peasant-revolts in Thessaly
(vol. iii. p. 576). Doubtless, he continued, the man who
undermined the existing constitution was deserving of
death ; but, let him ask every impartial judge upon whom

¢ The Three Thousand were a new edition of the committee of the
citizens. Theramenes xé6opvos,” Hellen. ii. 8, 85. Schol. Aristoph. Ram. 47,
the shoe fitting either foot symbolizes éudorepiouss in politics. Poll. vii. 9G
01 ; Bhein. Mus. xx. 300.
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this blame should fall? Whether upon him who had
loyally adhered to his colleagues, who had merely raised
his warning voice against their excesses, and urged a se-
cure establishment of the government; or upon him who
made it his task to incite the rest to deeds of more and
more reckless violence, and to cast deeper and deeper
odium upon the government, while swelling the multitude
of its foes? Thus, Theramenes attempted to turn the
charges inculpating himself against their author. “Al-
ready,” he proceeded, “a band of fugitive citizens has
established itself at Phyle, in order to attract increasing
accessions of malcontents. Nothing can be more warmly
desired by these in their own interest, than that the state
of things in Athens should become ra0re and more unen-
durable ; accordingly, he who contributes most to this re-
sult is their best ally. Even as I opposed the Four Hun-
dred, when they built the fortress in the Pirseus, in order
to deliver it up to the Lacedemonians, so I am now, as
heretofore, the enemy of all those who wish to annihilate
the political existence of Athens. So much even the
Spartans bad no intention of effecting, although the fate
of the city lay in their hands. I am charged with being
friendly to both parties; but what is to be said of him
who is the foe of both, and who, after the overthrow of
popular government, is busily undermining the rule of
those who regard themselves as the best of the citizens?
My view of the state has ever been consistently the same.
I am the declared enemy of every democracy which
places the decisive authority in the hands of such citizens
as those who, for the sake of turning a drachm, force
themselves into the public service, and who will not rest
content until they have given to the slaves equality of
rights with the citizens. .But I am no less decidedly the
enemy of those who, in their savage partisan fury, are
not satisfied until they have subjected the state to the dee
potio sway of a handful of men.”
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8o powerful was the impression made by this speech,
that, in spite of the lowering glances of Critias, a loud
assent involuntarily ensued from the benches of the
councilmen. Some had already, for a considerable
period, favored the view of Theramenes, among them
especially Eratosthenes and Phidon; indeed, a third of
the body had been named by Theramenes himself.
Many a one was becoming more and more clearly con-
scious of the fact that, in his own interest, nothing could
be more desirable than that greater moderation and
caution should be resorted to, before it was too late.
Critias perceived that nothing was to be effected by
means of further speeches; a vote, regularly taken,
would have resulted in the acquittal of Theramenes and
in the victory of the Moderates. He, therefore, as he
had long ago resolved, resorted to measures of force even
against his own colleagues. After exchanging a few
words, in 8 low tone, with his friends, he caused the
armed men to approach the bar.of the place of assembly,
declared it to be the duty of a conscientious ruler of the
state not to permit those who shared his sentiments to be
seduced by specious orations, and avowed the determina-
tion of himself and his friends not to become guilty of
any craven concessions. The new laws, he said, ordained
that no member of the Three Thousand should be
sentenced without the assent of the council; but Thera-
menes, a8 a traitor and enemy of the constitution, had
forfeited his membership of this body; he therefore
hereby struck his name off the list of citizens enjoying
full civic rights, and sentenced him to death.

Theramenes sprang to the altar, before the ..
advancing catchpolls could seize his person, of Therame-
He implored the council not to suffer such an
act of arbitrary violence. The name of any other man

might as easily as his own be expunged from the list of
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the citizens by Critias; no member of the council, or of
the Thirty, could feel secure of his life. True, even the
altar would be no protection to himself; but at least all
should clearly perceive that to men such as Critias
neither divine nor human ordinances were sacred. He
was dragged away by the Eleven, out of the council-
house, straight across the market-place, where a few friends
were about to make a last attempt to save him. But
Theramenes himself prevented them, and took the hem-
lock-cup into his hands with an equanimity which in the
last hours of his life gained for this man, devoid as he was
of any true strength of character, the glory of a hero. He
pledged “the dear Critias” in his death-draught, thereby
prophesying him a speedy sequence.*

Effects o  Lhe death of Theramenes exercised a very
his death.  definite influence upon the attitude of the
Thirty. An opposition had been removed which ham-
pered and crippled the government ; the formation of a
Moderate party within the governing body and the coun-
cil had been frustrated; in order to rid itself of Thera-
menes, the victorious party had been obliged to violate its
own laws, and to deprive an associate in the government
of the narrow measure of security which they afforded.
Henceforth it became necessary for the purpose of self-
preservation to apply all the means of a relentless terror-
ism. The act of violence which had been committed, and
which no sophistry was capable of glossing over, blunted
the consciences of the Tyrants, and impelled them on-
wards in their career with a deemonic force.

Funther me’f::;g }:}x;(;ieegle: ltlod ?ore compr?hensive
PR y had hitherto put in force,

particularly with the intention of diminishing
the masses of the city populace, which had always seemed

* For the def of Ther : Hellen. ii. 3, 35. Xenophon is favor
able to him; Lysias, xff. T7, suppl ts Xenophon's t. Scheibe,
93. The Liberals positively refused to acknowledge Theramenas as a mar
tyr of their cause.
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to the adherents of aristocratic principles the root of all
evil. In order therefore to carry out a radical cure, the
new list of citizens was made use of. All those whose
names were absent from it, were deprived not only of the
full civic franchise, but also of the right of dwelling in
Athens. Thus, after a fashion far ruder than that, e. g.
adopted by Periander, who desired to force his urban
subjects to resume a peasant life (vol. i. p. 298), the ma-
jority of the Athenians were expelled from their paternal
abodes, and until further orders prohibited from entering
the city, or visiting the market-place and temples. The
tranquillity of a desert was to prevail in Athens; and any
conspiracy, nay any common discussion concerning the
situation of affairs, was to be rendered impossible. Nor
were the fugitives permitted to rest quiet in the country
districts. In many cases lands were confiscated and
given over to members of the government, out of whom it
was designed to create a new class of great landed pro-
prietors. For it was contrived to give a specious appear-
ance to this criminal system of robbery by representing
the misfortune of Athens to lie in the excessive subdivi-
sion of land. The more real and personal property the
Tyrants accumulated in their hands, the more enduring
the foundations of their dominion seemed to become.
Everything connected with the splendor of the democra-
tic era was destroyed according to a fixed plan. The
grand public works of the city which ruled the sea,
especially the ship-sheds, were pulled down, and the ma-
terials sold to the government treasury. The . ...
place of the popular assembly was trans- lar assembly.
formed ; for it was held undesirable that the citizens
should sit as heretofore on the rows of seats, rising like
the tiers of a theatre, of the Pnyx; indeed, it was in-
tended not to have any civic assembly which remained
together for meetings of considerable duration; the
ancient Pnyx was therefore closed, by the tribune of the
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orators being turned round, so that henceforth a speaker
stood with his face towards the citadel, as had been the
case in the primitive times, before the Pnyx had been ar-
ranged for the meetings of a consultative civic body.
Henceforth the citizens had to listen standing to the
edicts of the government which it was thought fit to com-
municate to them from the orators’ tribune, so that after
a short stay they might again go about their business.
This change of front in the tribune was therefore a genu-
inely aristocratic measure, and designed to put an end by
a single blow to the turbulence of the assemblies; nor
was it more than a witty gloss upon this ordinance, when
it was suggested that its intention was to prevent the ora-
tors from pointing as heretofore towards the sea, and
thereby hinting at the lost greatness of Athens. For
other and more effective provisions had been made to
hinder the Athenians from taking thought any longer of
8e4 Or Davy.

Again, in order to put an end to the whole
perversity of the people, and to that false cul-
ture on the strength of which any and every man thought
himself called upon to contribute his opinion on public
affairs, rhetorical instruction was placed under the strict
control of the authorities. Nothing was to be taught ex-
cept what seemed to accord with the principles of the
despots; and most especially the lower strata of the po-
pulation were to be left untouched by any superior cul-
ture; and the power inseparable from this was to remain
a privilege of the higher classes.*

Falso socn.  Thus the heads of the Thirty desired to
ity of the transform the whole of Athens. In their fa-
naticism they thought to be working for a dis-

tant future, while the ground on which they had erected
their artificial edifice was already beginning to quake be-

Education.

® As to the changes in the Pnyx, cf. the author's At. Studien, i. 56, As te
the prohibition of free instruction, Xen. Mem. i. 2, 31.
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neath their feet. For, in the first place, the germ of op-
position had not been destroyed in the heart of the gov-
ernment itself; but continued to reappear, since Critias
and Charides with increasing audacity demeaned them-
selves as the real masters, and since it was manifest that
the unmeasured ambition of the former pursued in addi-
tion very special objects of its own. Moreover, the Thirty
seemed to give themselves up to the fixed illusion, that it
was only in the market-place of Athens that dangerous
movements could originate. As to the city populace out-
side the walls, they relied upon the uncontroverted au-
thority of Sparta, and in the worst event upon the for-
eign troops in their pay, to such a degree that they, in a
feeling of absolute security, occupied themselves solely
with internal affairs. It never even occurred to them to
watch the proceedings of the fugitives, or to garrison the
frontier fortresses which these fugitives might use as bases
of military operations.

Thus it came to pass that it was not in the
depopulated city, lying under the ban of the
Tyrannical government, but outside Athens, that a revo-
lution in the state of affairs prepared itself. For, inas-
much as the news of the rule of the Thirty had provoked
a deep indignation throughout Greece, Athens, only a short
time before universally hated, now became an object of
universal sympathy. Sparta had indeed issued strict orders
that the exiles should be nowhere received; her heralds
impressed upon all Greek cities their duty of obeying this
ordinance and delivering up those whom they had admit-
ted; and the recalcitrants were threatened with a pecu-
niary fine of five talents.

But this was a matter wherein, according to a noble
Greek usage, the city communities were least of all ready
to permit their autonomy to be restricted ; and, moreover,
it was probably known that these threatening orders were
not meant very seriously. Although therefore several of

The exiles
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the lesser states submitted to the odious demand, in others
the bands of fugitives, seeking shelter in their helpless-
ness, were not only hospitably received by individual citi-
zens, as . ¢. in Chalcis, Megara, and Elis, but also actu-
ally placed under the public protection. This
was done at Argos and at Thebes. The Ar
gives were generous and spirited enough to bid the Spar-
tan heralds depart from the city before sunset, unless they
wished to be regarded as enemies; and Thebes pronounced
a penalty upon those citizens who allowed fugitives to be
borne away without affording them succor.
«od Thebes. Thebes became the most important gather-
ing place, because here those Athenians as-
sembled who from the first kept an armed return in view,
and who here found a centre in proved generals and cham-
pions of popular rights. Among these Thrasybulus, Any-
tus, and Archinus were prominent. Anytus, the son of
Anthemion, was the proprietor of a tan-yard, like Cleon,
and like him a plain-spoken man of the people, with a
rough exterior, and rather proud of having remained a
stranger to all modern refinement and aristocratic culture.
He had already filled a series of important offices, and
had recently been involved in a judicial prosecution, be-
cause his negligence was said to have caused the loss of
Pylus to Sparta (Ol xcii. 4; B.c. 409). But he had
been acquitted—as his enemies said, with the aid of bri-
bery, for he was a rich man. The united fugitives had
agreed to acknowledge Thrasybulus and Anytus as their
leaders ; and Thrasybulus found himself for the second
time at the head of a body of men, who, though far away
from Athens, regarded themselves as the true Athens, as
the core of her free citizens (vol. iii. p. 470). On the
former occasion he had been surrounded by the fleet;
now he had around him nothing but a small band of fu-
gitive citizens in a foreign land. Archinus, who had like-
wise seen service as a general, stood as a zealous associate

at Argos
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by Thrasybulus’ side, and was prepared to devise and ex-
ecute in conjunction with him the plans intended to lead
to the liberation of their native city.*

The Thirty had in the interest of Bparts .. c0or
not only deprived Athens of its strong walls, Phyle.
but also pulled down or dismantled the frontier fortresses.
The whole district of Attica was to be a defenceless coun-
try, which was precisely what the Spartans had demanded
after the Persian wars. Yet after all, the Thirty had in
these proceedings failed to do their work thoroughly; and
thus the exiles succeeded in discovering in the frontier range
between Attica and Beeotia, on Mount Parnes, a spot whence
they might commence operations under specially favorable
circumstances. On ‘the strait footpath from Athens to
Thebes, beneath vertical walls of rock, which are visible
from Athens, lay the fort of Phyle, a small castle with a
circumference of about 900 feet, completely shutting off
the narrow mountain-path, and from its elevation (2,000
feet above the sea) offering an open view over the whole
plain of Athens and over the Saronic gulf, as far as the
coasts of Peloponnesus. The castle-hill itself has a pre-
cipitous declivity, and is only on the east side accessible
by a small path; further down wooded gorges descend,
permeated by rivulets which in the winter render the lo-
cality still more difficult of access ; while at the base of the
mountain-range is spread out the broad district of Achar-
n®», whose peasants were the most vigorous and liberty-
loving among the inhabitants of Attica. The fortress was

#0i wepl Xapixhia, the Ultras and leaders of the Thirty, like the associates
of Phrynichas among the Four Hundred (Arist. Pol. 205, 2). As to foreign
participation: Plut. Lys. 27; Diod. xiv.8; Demosth. xv.22. Anytus (wAodowos éx
@xvrodepucs, Schol. Plat. 4pol. 18) detained by a storm with his squadron at Ma-
lea, and indicted after the loss of Pylus (Diod. xiil. 64), offers the first in-
stance of the corruption of the judicial tribunal (varédefe 1o Sexdferv, Aris-
tot. ap. Harp. 3exd{wr). Archinus, perhaps a son of Myronides (vol. ii. p.
438), ueré ye Tois Oeovs aiTubratos Tis xabédov 1¢ Sijuey Dem. xxiv. 135; Sievers,
P 107,
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admirably situated for obtaining forage from Beeotia, and
men from the surrounding localities.*

skirmishes 10 the winter season the exiles, seventy in
near Phyle. - number, crossed the frontier unobserved. They

Xy occupied the empty castle, the walls of which

" either were quite intact, or might be easily put
in repair. When the news reached Athens, this expedi-
tion of adventurers was at first deemed utterly unworthy
of consideration; but when it was announced that the
band had been increased, a vigorous intervention was de-
termined upon, in order to put an end to the nuisance.
The Three Thousand, accompanied by the Knights, march-
ed upon the fortress, which was about eleven miles distant
from the city. A few eager spirits among the youthful
chivalry attempted to storm the walls; but this attempt
having ended very lamentably, it became necessary to re-
sort to a siege. A heavy fall of snow, which rapidly ac-
cumulates in those gorges, happened to take place in the
ensuing night. The besieging force was fain to look out
for protection and shelter, and was brought into so much
confusion by the stress of weather, that in the end a re-
treat took place which resembled a flight, and which was
accompanied by considerable losses.

Hereupon it was no longer possible to mistake the dan-
ger. The Thirty found themselves of a sudden involved
in a serious war; and inasmuch as they had no prospect
of taking Phyle, they resolved to pitch a camp between
Phyle and Acharns, in order to observe the enemy, to
cvt off his supplies, and to prevent the extension of the re-
volt. But in this too they utterly failed; for Thrasy-
bulus, the numbers of whose force had increased to 700,
made a night sally, and towards daybreak surprised the
camp, where the troops lay asleep and the grooms were
still occupied with rubbing down the horses. One hun-

* For the destruction of the Attic fortresses, see Lysias, xil 40. But
Phyle had remained a xwpior ioxvpéy, Hell. ii. 4, 2. Eleusis likewise.
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dred and twenty heavy-armed soldiers were slain ; the rest
made their way home in desperate flight.

This rout of the Knights and garrison troops  Eteusis pu-
created 80 strong an impression, that the Thir- "1
ty, who a few days before had not condescended to take
any notice of the whole coup de main, now, their sense of
security having been thoroughly shaken, endeavored to
devise means for preserving themselves. They submitted
to making propoeals to Thrasybulus; they offered him a
share in the government, and the right of return to a pro-
portion of the exiles. But such proposals as these Thra-
gybulus, who had returned to Phyle laden with rich spoils
of victory, could not think of accepting; it was impossible
that he should demand less than the complete restoration
of the constitution and the return of the confiscated pro-
perty. Thus nothing remained for the Tyrants, but to
take up a position in the country as well secured as pos-
sible against any attack. For this purpose Athens seemed
to them ill-adapted, because there, and still more in the
Pirweus, the population was at all times unsafe; they
therefore sought for a fortified place hard by the sea, and
from this point of view the situation of Eleusis appeared
pre-eminently advantageous. Here Lacedsemonian troops
could more easily come to the rescue by land and sea ; and
here they had Salamis close at hand as a last resort. But,
before they set up their head-quarters at Eleusis, they
resolved thoroughly to clear the ground and purify the
population; a resolution which was actually carried out
with a display of violence, proving that Critias adhered
with fanatical obstinacy to his bloody course. The Ty-
rants summoned all men capable of bearing arms to a
muster at Eleusis, in order, as they pretended, to arrive at
an accurate knowledge of the military forces of the city,
and of the island lying in front of it ; and on the appointed
day came across with their cavalry from Athens. Here-
upon, all who were liable to military service had succes-
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them of the justice of their cause, and of the aid of the
gods, who during this short campaign had already so
manifestly proved themselves their auxiliaries and allies.
Thereupon ensued a solemn pause; for the soothsayer
who accompanied the band directed that, in order to re-
main guiltless of the approaching civil conflict, they
should not commence the attack until one of their num-
ber had been wounded or slain. And then he declared
that he believed himself to be appointed by the gods as
the first victim, and, as if carried away by his destiny,
stepped into the front rank and fell. Thereupon the fray
commenced in hot earnest for the possession of the sooth-
sayer’s corpse. Both sides fought with resolute bravery;
for both parties felt that all was at stake. In the end the
troops of the Tyrants, in spite of all the exertions of Criti-
as, were forced to give way, and were driven down the pre-
cipitous ground. After their ranks had been dissolved, they
Death o Were pursued down into the plain. Critias
Critine.  himself fell in the mélee; seventy citizens lay
slain on the ground. Their arms were taken from them;
but in all other respects the dead bodies were given up in-
tact by the victors; for Thrasybulus had enjoined upon
them as a most sacred duty to spare what could be spared,
and to avoid all superfluous bloodshed. Indeed, while
the last offices were being performed for the dead, there
ensued a harmless approximation between the two parties ;
and this state of feeling was taken advantage of by Cleo-
critus, who held the office of herald at the Mysteries, and
belonged to the patriot party, and who now, raising his
powerful voice, exhorted the citizens on either side to
gocech o ©0NCOrd. He reminded them how all who
Cleocritus.  had on this day stood opposed to one another
as enemies, were in truth mutually connected by the holi-
est of bonds. It was the impious Tyrants who were alone
guilty of the whole calamity—they who had visited their
native city with robbery and murder; who had, within
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eight months, put more citizens to death than the Pelo-
ponnesians in the ten troublous years of the Decelean
war. These men, therefore, he bade the citizens re-
nounce, and the sooner the better.

This speech had well-nigh induced the civ- 1y, qen
ic populace to declare its readiness for a stAthens.
reconciliation, when the members of the gov- o X
ernment still succeeded in conducting their = March.
troops in time back into the city, where they
now endeavored to settle themselves anew as best they
might. They endeavored, but in vain, to restore the
previous government. They had completely lost ground
in Athens; and while a desire for the constitution in-
creased, the party of the Ultras was without a head;
those who still remained of the Thirty were at discord
amongst themselves, and the Three Thousand likewise.
For the latter, too, included not a few who would not
listen to any suggestion of giving way: these were the
men who had most participated in the acts of violence
perpetrated, and whose evil conscience made them most
afraid of a thorough revolution in the state of affairs.
Finally a compromise was agreed upon. For, while the
number of those preponderated who desired a gradual
return to a constitutional state of things, on the other
hand there was still sufficient fear of Sparta to cause an
unwillingness against casting to the winds the institutions
introduced by Lysander; and, moreover, the existing
civic body was to a large extent composed of adversaries
of popular government. Therefore, although the citizens
decreed the dismissal of the Thirty, and established a
new Board of Ten, who were, in the absence of a consti-
tution, to govern the city in conjunction with the civic
body, yet a mode of transition was adopted which
mitigated the change; i. e. the members of the new
government were selected from the Thirty, of whom the
more moderate, such as Phidon and Eratosthenes, had



52 History of Greece. {Boox V.

remained in Athens, from the oligarchic senate, and from
the number of those who generally shared their politicul
views. Of the Thirty, Phidon was chosen, who was
known to have, next to Theramenes, most vigorously
opposed Critias and Charides. Hippocles, Epichares, and
Rhinon were of the same shade of party. These men
were the moderate oligarchs, who had been driven into
the background by the death of Theramenes, and whom
it was now intended to place at the helm of the state.*

State of These measures only increased the confusion
parties st and haplessness in Attic affairs. For the
the country. land was now split up into three parties.
Those of the Thirty who adhered to the views of Critias,
established themselves with their following at Eleusis;
and their partisans formed a separate civic community
around them. The Ten, surrounded by those who by re-
maining in the city had renounced the cause of the
Tyrants, kept watch over the capital, and had their head-
quarters in the Odeum ; while the Democrats maintained
theirs in Munychia. There was no prospect of any
reconciliation. For it soon became evident that the Ten
had no intention of acting as Theramenes might have
acted, and as the majority of the citizens desired, and of
endeavoring to bring about an understanding with Thra-
sybulus; on the contrary, they very clearly displayed
their resolution of maintaining the oligarchical constitu-
tion; they wished to preserve for themselves as much as
possible of the authority which the Thirty had possessed ;
and the fears entertained at Athens of a complete resto-
ration of the democracy, of new quarrels with Sparta and
new troubles of war, procured them adherents and sup-
porters among the citizens,

# For the fight at Munychia see Hell ii. 4, 10. Cleocritus, 3 rér pvorae
xfpvf, § 20. Justinus, v. 10, attributes a similar speech to Th For
the establishment of the 8éxa dvdpes avroxpdropes, see Diod. xiv. 83; Sexar
8o0xo0s, Harp. Suidas v. 8éxa; Lys. xii. 65,
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Meanwhile the strength of the constitutional party was
continuously on the increase. Its nucleus was swelled by
a crowd of persons of less trustworthy character ; adven-
turers, who were anxious to take an early advantage of
the expected change of things, in order to obtain a posi-
tion of public consideration, and to bury in oblivion their
former lives. The leaders of the party could not as yet
dare to make difficulties with regard to the admission of
associates ; they received non-citizens as well as citizens
into their camp, and even issued a proclamation, wherein
they promised to all who should take part in the contest,
tsotely, i. e. the position of those privileged resident aliens
who as such could transact business directly with the civie
community, and who paid no higher taxes than the actual
citizens. But considerable accessions also arrived from
the better elements of the rural population, in particular
from Acharns; support was also given by such friends of
the constitution as could not take a personal part in the
conflict : thus the patriotic Lysias, the son of Cephalus,
sent 2,000 drachms and 200 shields ; levied at his own ex-
pense a band of more than 300 men and negotiated a loan
of two talents from Elis. Foreigners, too, afforded aid to
the enterprise, e.g. the wealthy Theban Ismenias; and
thus Thrasybulus was enabled continuously to improve the
equipment of his troops, and to render them more dan-
gerous to the foe. They hovered round the city, where
confidence sank from day to day, and a want of the pro-
visions of life became perceptible. The houses were too
full of inhabitants, and the Knights suffered from the
fatigues of guard-duty ; they were already terrified by pre-
parations for storming the city from the north-east ; and it
was only by rendering impervious the roadway leading in
from the Lyceum (vol. ii. p. 615), that the threatened at-
tack was for the nonce averted.

But even now the Ten would not hear of any com-
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ren  Promise. They would not agree to negotiations
‘Pgly foraid with Thrasybulus, which the community de-
sired and ordered ; on the contrary, they turned
to Sparta, where they announced the revolt of the city,
and asked for aid. Phidon went in person to Sparta, and
made use of all his eloquence, in order to induce the au-
thorities there to despatch a military expedition against
the democrats ; he particularly pointed to the dangerous
connexion between Thrasybulus and Boeotia, and hinted
at the possibility of the Thebans making themselves, in
this way, masters of Attica, and forming a menacing
power against Sparta. The government at Athens accord-
ingly pursued precisely the same course which was taken
by the Thirty at Eleusis, who likewise claimed the assist-
ance of Sparta.*

Lysander Lmder hereupon exerted his whole in—
takes the . fluence in support of these requests for aid.
g:“::{' llm He had been deeply agitated by the fall of the
(5. . 403). Thirty ; he saw his chief work in ruins, his

April. honor offended, and all his schemes in peril.
He hastened in person to Sparta, in order to save his sys-
tem of policy; and, at last, obtained so much as this:
that Phidon succeeded in effecting a loan of & hundred
talents at Sparta for the hire of troops against Thrasybu-
lus; and that Lysander was himself, in accordance with
the proposition of Phidon, sent to Athens as commander
of the troops, in order to restore order there in the capa-
city of Harmost. At the same time he brought about the
appointment of his brother Libys, who was to support his
undertaking as admiral, with forty ships. Heused his ut-
most exertions in carrying the whole matter to the speediest

* Tho Tyrants retained the official name of “the Thirty” even at Eleusis
after the death of Critias, Hipr hus, and Ther and after the se-
cension of Eratosthenes and Phidon. As to the accessfon of men from
Acharne, Lys. xxxi. 15. As to Lysias, Vit X. Orat. 835 (and Ismenias); Jus-
tin. v.9. As to the Inotely, Hellen. ii.4, 25. As to the suffering state of Athens
Xen. Mem. {i. 7, 2.
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issue possible. In a short space of time Thrasybulus was
blockaded from the sea, and Lysander stood near Eleusis
with a thousand men. Of a sudden the cause of liberty
seemed to be once more lost; and on no side was there
any prospect of salvation.

And yet one opened at this very moment, . .
and in a quarter where it was least to be :::‘g;’iﬁ;
looked for—viz. at Sparta. Lysander was Sparta
odious to the kings. They- knew that his proceedings
were directed to a revolution in the political system, and
more particularly to an alteration in the order of the
succession to the throne. This suspicion was aided by the

tion in which the more high-minded of the citizens

shared, that the name of Sparta should have been dis-
honored by the criminal cruelties of Lysander and his
followers; and was further fostered by the jealousy
against his still overweening authority, and by the wrath
against his arbitrary proceedings. For it must be remem-
bered, that the measures adopted at Athens had not been
taken in pursuance of official orders; that the entire
change of the Athenian constitution, the consequence of
which had aroused the indignation of all Hellas, was
based solely on a personal agreement between the Attic
party-chiefs and Lysander. If therefore he were to suc-
ceed, at the head of an army of mercenaries, in establish-
ing his party for a second time at the helm in Athens,
and in regulating Attic affairs by virtue of his personal
authority, the consequence would be an intolerable ag-
grandizement of his power. And, inasmuch as at his side
stood his brother, holding the office of admiral, which
was in itself regarded as an authority hostile to the royal,
there were, in truth, very reasonable grounds for the
fear: that Lysander was thinking of establishing himself,
by the aid of his party, at Athens, and of there founding
a power independent of Sparta.

In this view of the political situation.the two kings
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were at one, because they saw themselves menaced in the
interests common to both. They had availed themselves
of the long absence of Lysander to arrive at an under-
standing with one another, and with others who shared
their sentiments ; and, in the autumn of the year 404, the
Ephorate also had come to include men holding the same
opinion. Hardly, therefore, had Lysander, by the exer-
tion of all his influence, once more in the main carried
his plans, and started with his army on the road to
Athens, when the kings made a desperate attempt to frus-
trate his intentions.

gabterven- Of the two kings, the really active one was
sanias. (OLL& Pausanias, the son of Plistoanax of the house
40). May.  of the Agiadse. In this house a standpoint is
undeniably perceptible, which was opposed on principle
to the spirit of Lysander, and which was utterly averse
from any acts of heartless violence against Hellenes, and
from a military despotism of Sparta. It was only a small
body of Spartans which shared these sentiments ; and for
this reason the pacific Agiads were exposed to repeated
cavils and attacks, and were only rarely able to exercise a
decisive influence upon Spartan foreign policy.*

But, on the present occasion, they were successful ; and
the occasion was of critical importance for the entire his-
tory of the Greek people. Pausanias gained over to his
views three out of the five Ephors. They amounted to
this: that the conduct of Attic affairs ought not to be left
in the hands of Lysander, who pursued no ends but those
of his personal ambition ; and that he, the king, must be

* Phidon at Sparta, Lys. xii. 58; Hellen. {i. 4, 28; Plut. Lys. 21. Pausanias,
$dorfoas Avodrdpp —weicas Ty iddpuv Tpeis, éfdyes $povpdy, Hell. §29. With
reference to the Agiadse, we find decidedly Hellenistic sentiments in Leon-
idas; Plistoanax (vol. ii. p. 450) avoids war with Athens; Pausanias likewise.
His successor, Agesipolis, is the most decisive adversary of a despotic and
specifically S8partan line of policy, and so again Cleombrotus. For this

we also g lly meet with Proclids as generals in Attica: Sievers,
p. 382
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dispatched after Lysander, to settle those affairs in the in-
terest of the state. Pausanias accordingly entered Attica
with a Peloponnesian army; and, before anything had
been done by Lysander, he was forced to subordinate him-
self to the king, and, at the very moment when hLe was
about to display the fulness of his power before friends
and foes, was reduced to utter insignifiance. Pausanias
was the sole authority ; it was from him that the solution
of the existing troubles must come ; and his tent was visit-
ed by those who thought themselves able to assert an in-
fluence upon the settlement. Thus Diognetus, the
brother of Nicias, made use of the ancient relations of his
house with Sparta, to make representations to the king,
and to instruct him with regard to the proceedings of the
Tyrants, as ‘well as to the sentiments of the population.
From the first, Pausanias had no other intention than that
of putting an end to the quarrels by pacific means. He
accordingly drew up his army in a position within sight
from the city, so as to divide the hostile parties, himself
commanding the right wing in the neighborhood of the
port; and, after having first brought about a cessation of
hostilities, soon let it be seen that his intentions were by
no means to act in the interests of the Thirty, and to
carry out a bloody reaction in their sense. He had also
refused the gifts of hospitality proffered to him from Eleu-
sis.

Then, however, he turned to the Athenians Fight near
in t.h.e Pirmeus, whom, from the Spartan point the Pirmeus.
of view, he could not but regard as rebels; (chli ).
and demanded that they should disband, and

place in his hands the destiny of their native city. When
his demand was rejected, he prepared to surround the en-
tire peninsula. For this purpose he examined the locali-
ties, and, while thus engaged, was, against his will, in-
volved in a skirmish, and even forced to pursue the adver-
saries who had attacked him, a;*far as the height of Mu-
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nychia. Here a more serious conflict ensued, in which a
number of his soldiers were slain. The Peloponnesians
were driven back, until they serried their ranks anew on
a neighboring elevation, and from it, after receiving con-
siderable reinforcements, began a fresh attack, which com-
pletely secured the desired result, and vindicated the
honor of the Spartan arms. One hundred and fifty men
of the troops of Thrasybulus fell.
Negotiation Yet this result of the conflict was, notwith-
Petcenthe  gtanding, fortunate for the patriots; for other-
Quly and wise, Pausanias might have been forced to de-
ugust:  velop his whole military strength. He now
thought that he had done enough to prove to the demo-
crats that he was in earnest, and that he might now come
forward in the character of a mediator. Accordingly, he
secretly made known to both parties, (thereby acknow-
ledging the following of Thrasybulus as a portion of the
people entitled no less than their opponents to a voice in
the decision), in what sense he desired to receive proposals
from them for the re-establishment of public peace. Both
sides were weary of the civil war; and, in the city, the
state of things had already become so doubtful, that the
citizens, on their own authority, expressed their desire for
a reconciliation with the democrats, and their hope of be-
ing able to preserve peace with the Lacedseemonians, even
after this reconciliation had taken place; while their gov-
ernment, the Ten, continued to assert that they alone were
the true friends of Sparta, and that, in order to prove this
by their deeds, they were ready immediately to deliver up
the city to the Spartans—a proceeding to which, as they
suggested, the democrats could hardly be expected to
agree with reference to the Pirmeus. There were accord-
ingly now, without Eleusis being taken into account, three
parties opposed to one another in Attica; and, by direc-
tion of the king, three embassies went to Sparta—one from
the Pirxeus, a second from the citizens within the walls,
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and a third from the Ten. Pausanias was fully aware of
the responsibility of the position which he had assumed,
and of the many misrepresentations and cavils which
every one of his steps might provoke; he therefore com-
mitted the decision of everything to the authorities at
Sparta. And yet, in the main, he thoroughly accom-
plished his object ; for from Sparta, where these strange re-
Iations could not possibly be clearly judged, fifteen pleni-
potentiaries were despatched, who were, in conjunction
with himself, to effect a settlement.*

The negotiations were protracted for months; Thelr resalt.
and there was this advantage, at all events, in
the delay, that during it the recommencement of hostili-
ties became more and more out of the question, and like-
wise any despotic treatment of Athens in opposition to
the sentiments of the people, which had time to develop
themselves with increasing clearness and precision. In-
asmuch, then, as Pausanias was himself elevated above
all the parties, and pursued no other object than that of
making peace, and of atoning, so far as lay in his power,
for such acts of injustice as had been perpetrated, to the
dishonor of his native city, in her name: the treaty,
which was at last, under his influence, concluded between
the Athenians in the Pirseus and those of the upper city,
was likewise exactly of the character desired by the com-
mon consent of both parties. The exiles were re-estab-
lished in possession of their property; no vengeance was
to be taken upon those who had remained behind the
city ; the past was to be forgiven and forgotten. But no
general amnesty was proclaimed ; and it was doubtless in
full accordance with the wishes of Pausanias, that pre-

® Diognetus: Lysias, xviii. 22. Pausanias institutes observations by the
xwpds Awurje, Hell. § 32. This may be the innermost part of the Pirseus
(called *AAai by Ulrichs), cut off by the walls from the Emporium; as the
author has conjectured de port. Ath. p. 34. For it was necessary to build a
wall starting from here over towards the Phalerum, so as to cut off the
peninsula of the Pirsmeus.
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cisely those officials who had been established under the
authority of Lysander were excepted from the amnesty :
to wit, the Thirty themselves, their most zealous instru-
ments the Eleven, and, thirdly, the Ten who had admin-
istered the Pirseus as a subordinate magistracy. In other
words, the entire oligarchy, which had rested upon the
support of Sparta, was acknowledged by Sparta herself
to have been an unauthorized interruption of the public
reign of law. A certain mitigation was to be found in
the appended clause, according to which even those
excluded from the amnesty should have the right of
remaining, if they were ready to give an account of their

official conduct before the community. After
of Pousanins, this agreement had been ratified by oath, the
todmmonicn  hired troops were dismissed, and Pausanias led
guriaod.  his army and the Lacedsmonian garrison
home across the Isthmus.

He had completely achieved his own main purpose;
for the second triumph which Lysander had intended to
celebrate at Athens, and which he had already thought
to have secured, had been frustrated, together with all
the schemes dependent upon it. On the other hand, what
the king had himself effected and arranged, was an
utterly incomplete and half-done piece of work. For he
had, after all, not dared simply to depose the Tyrants and
expel them by force of arms. Such a proceeding would
have constituted too dangerous a precedent for the other
states placed under similar authorities. He had merely
prevented their being forced back upon the city: he had
then put an end to the discord existing in the Athenian
plain between the Upper and Lower Towns, but had left
the Thirty undisturbed at Eleusis; nay, he had so far re-
cognized this place as a second centre of Attica, that &
clause had been expressly inserted in the agreement, per-
mitting any citizen who on account of his previous conduct
might feel insecure at Athens, or object to the entire com-




Caar 1) Athens under the Thirty. 61

pact, to proceed to Eleusis. Thus the public peace of the
district was not even externally restored ; on the contrary,
the final settlement of affairs remained in the hands of the
Athenians themselves.

The Athenians for the present disregarded ... iion
the fastness of the Tyrants; and, in accord- ¢fthe Consti-
ance with the treaty, hastened to consummate
the reconciliation between the two main divisions of the
population. On the 12th of Bo&dromion (Sept. 21st) the
associates of Thrasybulus celebrated the day of their re-
turn to Athens, the well-won day of honor, on which they
reaped the reward of their bravery and patriotism. They
halted hefore the great entrance-gate, the Dipylum. Hcre
Thrasybulus came forward for the last time in his charac-
ter of general; he held a muster, and availed himself of
it to eject as impure from the ranks such fellows as were
unanimously held unworthy to enter the city in the ranks
of the liberating army—in particular Agoratus, who, as
will be remembered, had served as aider and abetter in
the most shameful intrigues (vol. iii. p. 573). Thereupon
the men disposed themselves as a festive procession, which
was conducted by a certain Asimus. It passed across
the market-place up to the Acropolis, which was now for
the first time again trodden by free citizens; and from the
temples of the City-Goddess it descended to the Pnyx,
which was on the same day re-consecrated as the place of
popular assembly. The Attic community was still com-
posed of two halves,—the Three Thousand and the return.
ing democrata. Thrasybulus addressed the former in the
name of his party, in order frankly to expound to them
the situation of affairs. The so-called rule of the best
citizens had, he said, proved itself a delusive phantom and
a lie; for the scions of the noble families, ever boastful
of possessing by inheritance what the rest were obliged
laboriously to acquire, had now shown themselves to be
more subject to all moral infirmities and defects, particu-
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larly to avarice and the vilest love of self, than all other
mortals. Nor could they any longer appeal even to the
Lacedsemonians, after the latter had renounced them, and
chained down the Tyrannis like a snappish cur, in order
thus to hand over to the people those who had inflicted so
many sufferings upon it. The Athenians were therefore
now free to act as they desired, and ought, under the full
teaching of recent experience, unammously to proceed to
establish a new constitution.

On this head opinions were less harmonious than might
have been expected after what had occurred. It was
thought that in the settlement of the new institutions a
certain consideration must still be paid to the Lagedsemo-
nians, with whom any further conflict ought at any cost
to be avoided; it may be that secret promises had been
made, tending in this direction. But, above all, the old
suspicion against the thorough democracy was still widely
spread among the citizens, and consequently likewise the
opinion, that it would be prudent to restrict the measure
of civic rights, so a8 to exclude the multitude of those
engaged in industrial pursuits, of the traders and seamen
(who, it was argued, were after all not in the full sense
of the word domesticated in Attica), from the assembly
whose majority was to decide the common weal. Hereby
it was hoped to ensure a more quiet character to the civic

assemblies, to prevent rash popular decrees, and to obtain -

fuller guarantees for a reign of law and order in the affairs
of the state.
Proposition  1hose Athenians who held these views put
of Phormi-  forward as their spokesman one who could not
possibly be accounted an adherent of the re-
action ; for he had been outlawed by the oligarchs, and
had fought under Thrasybulus for the cause of liberty.
He was a man well esteemed among the citizens, Phor-
misius by name. He advocated neither the introduction
of any census, nor that of any fixed property qualification
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for the acquirement of full civic rights; but he proposed
that no man should be a full citizen of Athens who owned
no landed property in Attica. His motion therefore
implied a return to the principles of Solon ; he demanded
the exclusion of the industrial classes, who only possessed
personal property in the land; and, had this proposal
been carried, about 5,000 of the civic population would
have found themselves excluded.

The motion of Phormisius provoked very eager oppo-
sition. Let not the citizens, it was said, be again deluded
by the old pretences; sufficient experience had, assuredly,
been gained to leave no doubt as to the nature of the
guarantee offered by landed property for the sentiments
of the citizens. Moreover, the present was not the season
for weakening Athens and depriving her of her men.
‘Was it for this they had returned with victorious arms and
under the manifest protection of the Gods,—to give up of
their own accord the civic rights they had acquired after
so hard a struggle? Neither let them allow themselves
to be intimidated by considerations for Sparta. For if
absolute submission to her was recommended, it was better
to perish in the struggle, than to remain in such a condi-
tion of dependence. But in truth the Spartans had no
intention of involving themselves anew in perilous con-
flicts for the sake of the Athenian constitution; were there
not states less in size and much nearer to Sparta in local
situation, who notwithstanding retained a thoroughly
independent position and a free constitution? Why,
then, were the Athenians, from poverty of spirit and blind
fear, to abase and sacrifice themselves? It was in this
sense that Lysias composed an oration against the changes
in the Attic constitution proposed by Phormisius.

The motion was rejected ; and the old civic

. . . Euclides
community was restored, together with its Archon.
magistrates. Euclides was (probably before 81‘0’,‘%;:«.?).
the month of Boédromion was at an end),
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chosen by lot as First Archon; and inasmuch as his pre-
decessor Pythodorus (p. 22) was not acknowledged as a
legal magistrate, his name was struck off out of the lists
of Archons, and his year (Ol. xciv. 1), as one spent under
an illegal government, termed the Year of Anarchy. It
may be mentioned that the period devoid of offices ex-
tended beyond the close of the year ; inasmuch as the do-
minion of the Thirty lasted cire. from June 404 into the
beginning of the ensuing year ; for they had been in power
eight months, when the conflict in Munychia occurred.
And then the dominion of the Ten, the approach of Liy-
sander, the intervention of Pausanias, and the negotiations
with the latter, occupied about another eight months, from
February to September 403, when the return of the cham-
pions of the constitution took place. Of the eight months
of the Tyrants, three were generally distinguished as a
pre-eminently evil time; this was probably the period af-
ter the arrival of the Spartan troops, which would accord-
ingly have to be dated October 404.*
The Tyrante LD parties of the capital and of the Pi-
mainat  rmeus had been mutually reconciled; but At-
tica still remained disunited. Eleusis was the
gathering-place of all adversaries of the constitution, and
the fastness of the still unsubdued Tyrants. Pecuniary
resources still remained to them out of their extortions;
they had hired troops, and made expeditions of plunder
through the district. They still deemed it possible to
maintain themselves ; and cherished hopes of their friends
¢ According to Plut. de glor. Ath. c.7, the exiles (oi éx Mepasivs) make
their entry into Athens on the 12th of Bo¥dromion (Sept. 21st, according to
Boeckh); this was the day of the xapiomipia dAevlepias, A. Mommsen,
Heortol. 217. Alowuos (quere, was he the same as in Schol. Arist. Eocl. 2087)
ominis cawsa conducts the woumf, Lys. xiil. 30. For the speech of Thrasy-

bulus, see Hellen.§ 40. Phormiefus (Dion Hal.; Lys. 32) was not an oligarch,
as Grote thinks: see 8chd erfc A. Athens, p. 93. The expres-

sion drvapxia, the “ perfod devold of offices, ™ designates the office of

Pythodorus as fllegal. "Oxris mijves, Hellen. 321. The democrats seize, dweips,
$25; accordingly the feud lasted as late as the close of the summer. The
three months in Isoc. iv. 113, according to the interpretation of Benseler.
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in Sparta, and of a change in the college of the Ephors.
Yet their obstinate hostility could not but provoke the bit-
terest indignation at Athens ; and, since this state of things
became intolerable, the entire civic body took the field be-
fore Eleusis, in order to make an end of disunion in At-
tica.

The further events which hereupon occurred are only
very imperfectly known; and they were doubtless of a
kind to give the Athenians good reasons for preserving as
complete a silence as possible concerning them. The be-
sieging force entered into negotiations, in consequence of
which some of the Tyrants, induced by false pretences, are
said to have come into the camp, and there been put to
death. Probably, the leaders were unable to restrain the
popular fury, which had been further inflamed by the re-
membrance of the horrors recently perpetrated at the
same city-gates (p. 47). It is however certain, that not
all of the Thirty became victims of this act of ven-
geance. Some of them never accompanied the rest to Eleu-
gis. Others succeeded in escaping thence across the Attic
frontiers ; and these continued for a long time to lie in
wait abroad for an opportunity to return. The victory of
the constitutional party was now complete ; and, if it is
remembered how much of suffering abroad and at home
the city had gone through since the Sicilian calamity, it
becomes intelligible how now at last, after the removal of
all its enemies, the population of Athens again drew a
free breath. No rational man desired anything but peace,
in order that the wounds might be healed, and the citi-
zens might again accustom themselves to live in peace
with one another.*

The situation was, however, still full of .. .
difficulties; and the Moderates had to exert Amnesty.
all possible energy to prevent an abuse of the victory. It

* As to the end of the Thirty: Rauchenstein, Philol. x. 586; Trohberger,
Jahrd. f. Philol. 1xxxii. 408. "Exxypirrewr éx iy wéAewr, Lys. xii. 85.
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was necessary to avoid any step which might again bring
a reproach upon the democracy, and arm the hands of its
adversaries inside and outside Sparta. The old consti-
tution was benefited by the form in which its antitype
had appeared, and by the opportunity now given to its
friends, of asserting themselves as the advocates of order
and legality. It now became their task to prove them-
selves the really better citizens; and, with this goal be-
fore them, Thrasybulus and his friends were unceasingly
intent upon avoiding any bloody reaction. It was there-
fore agreed loyally to adhere to the compact arrived at
with King Pausanias, and to regard as public enemies
only the surviving members of the Thirty, the blood-
stained Eleven, and the Commission of Ten in the
Pireeus. Every one else, even the children of the Ty-
rants, and likewise the Ten at Athens, (although the
latter had so shamefully deceived the confidence reposed
in them), and among them even Phidon, (although he too
had been one of the Thirty), and Eratosthenes (who had
not accompanied the rest to Eleusis), were one and all
permitted to remain at Athens; they were not to be
called upon to give any account of their proceedings ; all
the past was to be forgiven and forgotten.

The Resto. 50 Widespread an amnesty as this implied
ration pericd more than one contravention of a natural
culties. sense of equity. For the men to whose

I bravery and self-sacrifice the restoration of

the constitution was due, had now not the
slightest advantage over those who had quietly remained
in the city. Yet the losses of those who had returned
home were incalculable; and although a great part of
their landed property could be made up to them by a
confiscation of the spoils of the Tyrants, yet much which
had changed hands could not be restored to its rightful
owners. Furthermore, a few indeed of those whose repu-
tation was eminently bad, preferred, notwithstanding the
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amnesty, to take up their abode outside the walls of
Athens, as e. g. Batrachus (p. 26); but others, who had
likewise been abetters of the Tyrants, ventured to remain
at Athens; indeed, an actual member of the Thirty, viz.
Phidon, contrived to retain a certain degree of considera-
tion in the city itself; and this before the eyes of those
citizens who had suffered the most terrible wrongs at his
hands and those of his fellows. So again the Knights,
who had after a fashion constituted the body-guard of the
Tyrants, for the present continued to enjoy their civie
honors undiminished. And since, finally, the Ten, who
had followed the Thirty, were acknowledged as a rightful
official authority, it became necessary, as a logical conse-
quence, to take over as a nationa] debt the loan contract-
ed by them, although it had been designed for the sup-
pression of the constitutional party, and to decree a tax
upon the citizens, for paying off this very loan, devised in
a spirit of hostility against them.

This attitude was, however, imposed by the necessities
of the situation. Consideration had to be paid to Sparta,
which through its king had saved Athens, lest . ..~
the upper hand should once more be given to a! measures.
the party of Lysander, and the old constitutional
policy of Sparta be once more set in motion. Hence, of
the three parties at Athens, it was necessary to blend the
two which could go hand in hand, viz. the Democrats and
the Moderates. And what would have become of the
city, had it been desired to examine the past conduct of
every individual, and to reward or punish each according
to his deserts! The Three Thousand, who had formed the
civic community under the Thirty, could only be secured
by tender treatment; nor could the entire state be saved
on any condition but this: that those who had returned
exhibited sufficient self-restraint, to renounce even fair
claims for the sake of the whole community. And the
glory of having displayed this prudent and self-denying
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moderation was earned in the highest degree by the
liberators of Athens.*

Law of Among them, besides Thrasybulus, Archi-
Archinus.  pug was specially active. In intellectual ca-
pacity and in the spirit of his opinions he was the fore-
most man of the Restoration ; and he was above the rest
geriously intent upon firmly establishing the recovered
unity, and putting a stop to the petty conflicts among the
citizens, In the year after the restoration of the constitu-
tion he brought about a law, whereby in all judicial suits
instituted against the operations of the amnesty the privi-
lege of a demurrer (paragraphe) was secured to the ac-
cused ; who had the right of speaking first: so that, in
case he had good grounds for appealing against the
amnesty, the case itself never came to trial, and a fine
had to be paid by the prosecutor. The regulation of the
occupation of the soil likewise demanded exceptional
measures. Conflicts occurred between the citizens, who de-

Landten. Fired compensation for their losses, and the

ure. officials, who endeavored to retain as large a
proportion as possible of the confiscated lands of the oli-
garchs for the state. Two boards of public officers were
therefore instituted : firstly that of the Syllogeis, whose
business it was to register the whole of the lands to be
confiscated ; and secondly that of the Syndici, who as so-
licitors for the state had to guard the interests of the pub-
lic treasury.

Revision of  Such were the measures of transition. But
the law. it now became indispensable to regulate upon
a permanent system the internal relations of the state;
and, after the ancient popular community, the popular
tribunals, the Council, and the constitutional magistracies,

¢ As to the oath of amnesty, see Hellen. § 43; Andoc. Myst. 90 (xal riv
8ixa or Ter dv Mepaui dptdvrer 8éxa, according to Valesius), to be distin-
guished from the 3pxot wepi duovoias, Lys. xxv. 27. As to the loan, see

Demosth. xx. 11. According to Thirlwall this is referred to in Arist. Polit
., 1. p.ss.
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had been restored, again to lay bare, to strengthen and to
renovate, as the times demanded, the foundations of pub-
lic law to which it had been resolved to recur. The an-
cient sources of law were once more sought out. But
their writing and language had gradually become unintelli-
gible to the people; so that the orators, when citing the
precise words of laws of Solon, or, still more, of Draco,
found in every sentence expressions requiring explana-
tion, because they had disappeared from common par-
lance. Moreover, much had become obsolete in meaning
as well as terms, and had been altered by usage; the an-
cient laws seemed, as it were, buried under the accumula-
tion of later statutes, which were in many points contra-
dictory to the earlier; and it was by no means an easy
task to separate from later additions what was of genuine
Solonic origin.

These evils had already long become perceptible.
Remedies had been attempted ; and Nicomachus (vol. iii.
p. 555) had continued his malpractices up to the estab-
lishment of the Thirty. Now, the old plan of a thorough
revision of the law was with great energy resumed. The
motion on the subject in the civic assembly was made by
a certain Tisamenus, the son of Mechanion. According
to his proposition, the ancient laws of the Athenians were
again to have full validity, <. e. the laws of Solon and the
weights and measures introduced by his legislation, as
well as all those ordinances of Draco which had been ob-
served in former times. These documents were to be
written out anew, and supplemented by such laws as were
demanded by the circumstances of the present times.” To
perform this task, a college of 500 Nomothet, .o xomo-
or legislators, was appointed, and sworn in thete.
by the civic community; and out of these again the
Council was to nominate a select committee, to which was
to be entrusted the drawing up of the supplementary laws.
With the aid of the law-scribes, upon whom fell the ac-

’
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tual work of drafting the laws, this select committee was
to cause them to be written out on boards, to lay them be-
fore the Council and the whole body of the 500 Nomeo-
thet®, and then to make them public, 80 as to afford an
opportunity to every citizen of presenting to the council
any comments, observations, and objections, which might
occur to him with regard to them. After having been
examined and approved, they were in the end to be en-
graved on stone, and committed to the care of the Areopa-
gus. But, until the new legislation had been accom-
plished on the basis of a thorough revision and supple-
mentation of the sources of the law, an official board of
Twenty was to be established, for giving the necessary de-
cisions, while the public law was still imperfectly regulated.
In the select committee of the Nomothetm, for the
duration of whose labors very definite and very brief
terms had been fixed, we find, besides the name of the
proposer of the original motion, Tisamenus, that of Nico-
Nicoma. Machus recurring. It was thought, that his
chus. business talents and legal knowledge could
not be spared; although it was known after how unwar-
rantable a fashion he had formerly served the designs
of the enemies of the constitution. It was in his favor,
that he had subsequently also incurred the displeasure of
the Thirty ; he had taken flight, and joined himself to
the exiles, with whom he returned to Athens. Of these
circumstances he contrived to take full advantage ; and,
by means of his cunning and his high oratorical gifts, had
recovered a position of consideration at Athens. He was
now entrusted, in particular, with the revision of the laws
concerning public worship, which stood on the three-
faced pillars of wood (vol. i. p. 363): in these, the
changes which had taken place had been slighter than
elsewhere, and Solon himself had, on this head, most close-
ly adhered to earlier usage.
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In consequence of the want of trustworthy o .o
and honest men, competent for the perform- of the task.
ance of tasks of this description, the work of legislation,
on this occasion also, protracted itself. Yet a portion of
it must have been completed before the year was out; for
the introductory law proposed by Diocles or- [ . ..
dained, that the laws drawn up under the au- Diocles,
thorship of Euclides were to have immediate validity.

Other important ordinances, belonging to the same
year, further attest the zeal devoted to the entire transac-
tion of this political reform. Among these was the law
of Aristophon (of the district of Hazenia), de- , 4 A sto
signed to purify the civic body, by its ordi- Phon.
nance that none but children sprung from the marriage
of citizens with daughters of citizens should poesess full
civic rights. This law was beyond a doubt occasioned by
the circumstance that many of the Athenians, who had
dwelt for a long time abroad, and who had subsequently
been brought home by the measures of Lysander, had
contracted a union with foreign women. This had filled
the city with a multitude of non-Athenians; and of these
foreign elements it was designed to cleanse the city, so
that the state might rise with superior vigor upon genu-
inely national foundations. Inasmuch as this law deeply
affected all domestic relations, and provoked much dis-
quietude, it soon afterwards underwent a mitigation, by
being deprived of ez post facto application ; the exclusion
being confined to those born of foreign mothers after
the year of office of Euclides. The entire proposition of
Aristophon was merely a resumption of the . 4ree
law of Pericles.* That, in order to assure a Pegus

¢ Tepaypad#, “demurrer of inadmisaibility” against all suits contradic-
tory to the Amnesty, according to the law of Archinus (Isocr. xviii. 2).
Rauchenstein, Bial. su Lys. 25. ZvAioyeis and ovrducos (Harp.), Lys. xvi. 7.
Tisamenaus, Lys. xxx. 28; Andoc. Mys. 82; 8chd Verfc gagesch. . 90.
As long as the Twenty conducted affairs, it is impossible to suppose the an-
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fixed political organism, even the period before Pericles
was recurred to, is, however, specially manifest from the
importance which was once more given to the Areopagus,
—that venerable authority of ancient Athens, to which
her citizens ever and again returned, when, in troublous
times, they sought for guarantees of the common weal
(vol. iii. p. 564). The Areopagus had behaved honora-
bly in the days of the surrender of the city ; it had shown
no complicity with the oligarchic intrigues; and hardly
had the oligarchs attained to power, when they deprived
the Areopagus of the solitary function which even the de-
mocracy in the fulness of its dominion had not dared to
take from it—viz. the jurisdiction in cases of life and
death. Thus, by acknowledging the action of the Areo-
pagus to be irreconcilable with their arbitrary system,
the Tyrants had contributed to re-invest the former with
a popular character; so that it now with new dignity
took its place at the head of the state, and was entrusted
with the duty of superintending the accurate observance
of the newly-arranged laws, as well as their unimpaired
preservation. The institutions of Solon being, therefore,
on this head also restored, it is probable that those offices
were abolished to which the rights taken from the Areo-
pagus had been transferred.* Changes were likewise
made, corresponding to existing circumstances, in the
New finan. Offices of finance. The office of the Helleno-
cial offices.  tamis or federal treasurers (vol. ii. p. 379) had
repconomical Jogt its meaning, since the maritime dominion
of Athens had come to an end. In its place

elent magistracy to have exercised its functions; the restoration of the
Council came before that of the offices, although the post of the First
Archon was filled up at once. Cf. Frohberger, Lysias, {. 177. Supplemen-
tary law of Diocles, Demosth. xxiv. 432; Meler, de bon. damm. T1. Aristo-
phon: Carystius ap. Athen. 577 b; Schifer, Demosth. i. 123,

* As to the seven vouodvAaxes (vol. ii. p. 385) and their conjectured aboli-
tion, see Schetbe, p. 162; C. F. Hermann, ds vest. énst. vel. per Plal. de leg. L p,
88. Andoc. Myst. 84.
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two new annual treasury-offices were instituted, one for
the treasury of war, the other for the Theoricum, 1. e. for
the fund out of which the expenditure for the state festi-
vals was provided. Both funds were to be fed from the
surplus of the annual revenues, and to be managed for the
common weal by persons appointed by election ; so that a
due balance might prevail between the requirements of the
necessary defensive strength, and those of peaceful civic
life. A wise economy was once more (vol. ii. p. 504) pro-
claimed as one of the leading principles of political con-
duct; and there can accordingly be no doubt, that
neither was the pay for attendance at the judicial tribu-
nals, Council and popular assembly (vol. iii. p. 120), at
this time re-introduced. This gave a totally new aspect to
the civic assemblies of Athens. The multitude of com-
mon folk who supported themselves by their daily wages,
remained away, and quietly pursued their own avocations.
Moreover, the agitation of dishonest popular orators was
hindered by the growing intelligibility and perspicuity of
the laws. The authorities took strict care that, when laws
were recited, not a syllable was misquoted, and no arbi-
trary interpretation admitted. And one of the most im-
portant rules now- established was the follow- ¢, 0 1a
ing :—* Henceforth, no unwritten laws were to the for of
have any validity ; isolated ordinances of the ments,
Council or of the civic assembly were in no case to over-
ride the laws; and, lastly, the laws to be newly pro-
claimed were without exception to apply equally to all
Athenians, and to require the sanction of at least 6,000
citizens entitled to vote. For, while it had formerly been
customary to mention in the preamble of laws only that
one of the ten civic tribes which happened to hold presi-
dency (vol. i. p. 408), besides the scribe in office during
the Prytany in question, and the chairman of the day and
the author of the motion ; it now became the practice, in
order t(; facilitate regularity, to commence with the name
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of the First Archon, which henceforth marked all the
documents belonging to the same year. Such were the
beginnings of a new Attic documentary style, which sub-
sequently underwent several alterations; in particular it
was sought to elaborate the formulse of the preamble with
more and more precision and fulness, so that the proper
number of the Prytany, the day and month of the year,
and the day of the current Prytany, were inserted.*
andinthe  Still more important effects resulted from
modeof  the reform in the mode of writing. Two
alphabets were used in those days, a more an-
cient, consisting of eighteen letters, and a more recent,
further removed from the Pheenician prototype as having
been perfected and changed by the inventive spirit pecu-
liar to the Greeks. In particular, special symbols had
been introduced for the long vowels, and likewise for the
double consonants, hitherto expressed by two symbols.
These changes had been made by the Ionic Greeks.
Samos was specially distinguished for the elaboration of
literary inventions of the kind; and individuals of high
authority, such as Epicharmus and Simonides, had con-
tributed to obtain a general acceptance of these innova-
tions. Thus more especially in Attica the enlarged
alphabet of twenty-four letters was already used in the
times of Pericles; moreover, since the eighty-sixth Olym-
piad (B. c. 436) the earlier form of the letter 8 (4)
had been relinquished for the more recent (Z2); but in
other respects the older “Attic” alphabet had been re-
tained with remarkable conservatism in the public docu-

® After Euclides there were no Hellenotamiem; before his year no rauios
*é» orpatwerwcior, and no official éxi 1§ Gewpxyg. See Boeckh, Publ Ee. of
At vol. i p. 237 (Eng. Tr.). As to the abolition of the &ypagot »éuos, and
subordination of the ymdiocuara to the »épot, Andoc. Ayst. 86. Concerning
the earlier and later form of public d ts, see Schbm Gr. Alt. vol
18, p. 400. Of. Boeckh, w. &. vol. ii. p. 16. In the case of treaties the name of
the Archon occurs already in earlier documents, . g. Corp. Insor. Gr. No. T4
‘We have no certain information as to the date of the change.
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ments. But now, when changes such as the times de-
manded were being made, and when the obsolete was
being rejected in every department of public life, Archi-
nus proposed that the new or “ Ionic”’ character should be
officially also acknowledged and introduced. The an-
cient laws were re-written in this character ; and although
the scribes of documents could not at once accustom
themselves to the innovation, yet in the whole number of
Athenian public inscriptions in stone we may distinguish
between two main divisions, the pre-Euclidic and the
post-Euclidic- documents. The newly-written laws were
set up in the market-place, which had been their locality
since the time of Ephialtes,—in the royal hall. This was
the identical hall where the Areopagus was wont to sit,
so that this body was now doubly called upon to watch
over the archives of their special importance, set up in
a place of their own. Among these was the law of high
treason, which was solemnly confirmed by oath imme-
diately after the re-establishment of the constitution, in
order to prevent in the most impressive manner possible
any new attempt in the direction of a coup d’etat. This
law assured impunity to the slayer of any Athenian who
endeavored to obtain Tyrannical power, or who betrayed
the city, or designed the overthrow of the constitution.
It was set up on a pillar in front of the Council-house,
so that it might meet the eyes of all who entered there,
Thus the laws were written, arranged, and set up afresh;
and the ancient three and four-faced wooden pillars of
Solon were henceforth merely preserved as a relic of an-
tiquity.
Besides these, we observe a series of other ., .. .

institutions, concerning which it is not stated forms in the

blic docu-
that they belonged precisely to the year of ments i the.
Euclides, but the existence of which from that des.
period is to be demonstrated in the public O xciv.2

documents. Thus, one mark by which the ® o105
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post-Euclidic popular decrees may be recognized is this:
that in them the Scribes no longer go out with the Pryta-
nies of the Council ; they were therefore now appointed
for the whole year, a reform probably likewise intended
to bring about a greater security in the control of the
public documents. Among the minor reforms of this
period may be mentioned the introduction of the name
of the goddess Athene im place of the earlier form
Athenea.*
Publie In the true Attic spirit thought was taken
library.  of maintaining the glory of the city as a nurse
of arts and sciences; and of advancing popular educa-
tion,—in direct opposition to the oppressive ordinances of
the Tyrants (p. 40). Before the year of Euclides had
ended, a collection of literary works was begun ; perhaps
what had formerly existed of this description had per-
ished through the fault of the Tyrants. Again, it was
endeavored to animate a spirit of friendly rivalry among
the citizens with reference to the city feasts; the several
civic tribes decreeing, that from the date of the year of
Euclides those who had by means of pecuniary sacrifices
and personal performances deserved well of the feasis
of the state deities, should be honored by commemorative
inscriptions.

® Concerning the twofold kinds of writing, % waAaid (ra "Arrcd ypéupara)
and 3 mer’ EixAeidyr ypaupmaruci, see Frans, Elem. Epigr. Gr. pp. 24, 148,
As to Callistratus of S8amos, see Ephorus ap. Schol. Ven. Il. viil. 185. As to
the Intermixture of the earlier and later character, see Boeckh, ftaatsh. vol.
il. p. 764 [Germ.]. As to the setting-up of the revised laws in the Cerami-
cus, Andoc. Myst. 95; Lys. is Leocr. 126; Bergk, ad Andoc. ed. Schiller, p. 120;
Curtius, A#. Studien, {i. 66. As to the scribe appointed for a year in the case
of the post-Euclidic documents, see Boeckh, Epigr. Ohronol. Studien, p. 40;
Sauppe, Philol. xix. 249. 'Abysd: Boeckh, Siaatsh. vol. il. p. 51 [Gem.]. The
law of the Dimtetss, according to Meier, belonged to the time of Euclides;
ocontra SchBmann, Verfassmngegosch., 44 f. The transmission of the Epipsephi-
sis to the Proddri is to be dated after Ol. c. 8. S8ee Boeckh, Mondcyklen, 46.
The year of Euclides was an epochal year; hence the proverb, ra =pd
BuxAeidov dferdder in Lucian. Catapl. 5.
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Lastly, neither was the duty of gratitude Dedicatory
towards the gods and towards friends abroad fifte of the
forgotten. It was from Thebes that the libera-
tors of Athens had issued forth; and Thrasybulus, who
adhered to the principle that the two neighbor-cities ought
to continue in close union, together with his associates
dedicated a work of art to Thebes as a token of gratitude
and symbol of alliance. It represented the guardian
divinities of the two cities, Athene and Heracles, and
was set up in the Heracleum at Thebes. And altogether,
on the motion of Archinus, 1000 drachms had been
granted for distribution among the liberators of the city,
to enable them to offer sacrifices and consecrated gifts.
But no share in these was given to any besides the hun-
dred who had been besieged in Phyle by the Tyrants.
By this grant and by the bestowal of olive-wreaths they
were acknowledged as the saviours of the city.*

* Euclides, known among the éxi ovvaywyj Tefavuaouévor, Athen. 3.
Here the groups of collectors are distinguished: those who could com-
mand public resources, and secondly private individuals, who are designated
according to their station inlife. The former group was doubtless compored
of personages historically known ; accordingly, as I conjecture, we should,
by the ride of Polycrates and Pisistratus and the kings of Pergamus, read,
not Nwoxpérys, but NuxoxAlls & Kvwpios (cf. Arch. F. 1844, 347), in which case
the Euclides mentioned must be the famous Archon. Perhaps, too, we may
read instead of Eixleldnr 1dv xal avrdy 'Abyraior—rdy dpxorra (or dpfarra)
xai &. 'A. But see the ohjections of M. H. E. Mefer, Opusc. i. 85. Becker,
Charicles, if. 119 (Eng. Tr.), also considers a private library to be spoken of.
For the decree of the tribe Pandionis on the motion of Callicrates, see
Corp. Inscr. Gr. No. 218; Athene and Heracles, Paus. ix. 11, 4. As to the
motion of Archinus in honor of the xarayayévres rov Sijmov: XEsch. ifi. 187,




CHAPTER IL
ATHENS AFTER HER RESTORATION.

General THUs was it attempted to resettle the Attie
:ggg{g:‘;g of gtate, after the constitutional life of Athens

Athens afler  had been interrupted by a government, which
tion. in the course of a few months had passed
through every stage of a ruthless terrorism (wherefore al-
ready in sntiquity it was called the dominion of the Thirty
Tyrants). The minds of men could the more easily be-
come reconciled with one another, inasmuch as of the
three parties one had absolutely annihilated itself during
its period of victory. This party had sealed its own con-
demnation, when behind the pretence of peculiar political
theories the vilest selfishness had nakedly displayed itself,
while the moral worthlessness of its leaders had not been
in any way compensated or made good. At home they
had been ruthless despots, but neither had they in the
foreign relations of the state obtained for it anything but
shame and disgrace; besides which they had at the criti-
cal moments proved themselves weak, ruthless, and short-
sighted. The common hatred against the oligarchs having
united the remaining parties, the praiseworthy institu-
tions of the year of liberation had been successfully
called into being, and the year of Euclides had become
an epochal year in Attic history. We cannot but ac-
knowledge and admire the manliness of the leading per-
sonages, and the spirit of moderation and prudence, as
well as the earnest zeal for the truly good, which pre-
vailed in the community. For assuredly the Athenians
displayed their native generwsity when they desired not
78
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only to triumph over insidious foes, but also to improve
and restrain themselves ; when they with wise intelligence
made use of the experience which accrued to them, partly
vasting off what had become obsolete, partly recurring to
earlier institutions of their public life. For without a
genuine loftiness of spirit they would not at the present
moment, when they had hardly realized their liberation,
have combined with measures for the restoration of peace
and prosperity, a care for scientific institutions and for the
cultivation of the arta.*

But mere outward institutions could not suffice to reno-
vate the commonwealth as it was desired ; if this was to
be accomplished, it must result from the internal condi-
tion of civil society, which could not be altered by means
of particular laws and constitutional enactments.

The healthiness of Hellenic civic life was above all
based upon the fidelity with which the existing generation
adhered to the traditions of the past, upon its belief in the
gods of its fathers, upon its attachment to the common-
wealth and its veneration for the rules of public and social
life established by usage and legislation. But this basis
of public prosperity had been seriously shaken long ago,
and in particular by recent events. Within a few years
not less than four thorough changes of the constitution
had taken place; and, instead of recurring with double
determination after these violent interruptions of the con-
tinuity of public law to the original rules of life, the ex-
isting generation continued to exhibit a vacillation and
an uncertainty, such as are displayed in the motiou of
Phormisius (p. 62).

Moreover, the spirit of the age had always tended to
weaken the authority of tradition, to loosen the cohesion
of the community, and to direct the individual towards

* “Thirty Tyrants,” Aristot. Bhet. ii. pp. 24, 105. Again in Diod. xiv.2;
Corn. Nep. Thrasybulus, 3; Justin. 5, 10.
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reliance upon his personal judgment in all critical ques-
tions. The outward vigor of social life had likewise be-
come impaired. Land and people were exhausted by the
results of the long war, which had annihilated public
prosperity and destroyed that mutual confidence which it
was harder to make good than any mere losses. Trade
both great and small lay low. The soil was neglected and
had lost its value; husbandry could only be restored to
its former condition by means of great sacrifices and ex-
ertions. No task was more pressing than this; but there
was a want of money; for in consequence of the prevail-
ing insecurity many of the wealthy had invested their
money abroad, and of the resident aliens who managed
the money business a large proportion had emigrated, and
the remainder had been mostly ruined or put to death.
But, above all, there was wanting a love of agriculture,
which could alone have conquered the existing difficul-
ties; men had been spoilt by the cheapness and abund-
ance of imports by sea, and preferred buying their daily
necessaries in the market to growing them on ground of
their own. War and revolution had driven the small
proprietors out of their customary ways of life, they had
become estranged from their calling, addicted te idle ha-
bits, and averse to continuous labor. This rendered im-
possible a thorough improvement of the economical con-
dition of the country, and there was wanting the benefi-
cent influence of a tranquillized state of feeling, such as
would have been obtained by a return to rural avocations
and to the solid foundations of former prosperity. And
yet the people had never stood in so sore a meed of a
calming influence of the kind. For the bitter hatred be-
tween the parties, which had up to the last been more and
more intensified, and which opposed not only the different
classes of the population, but also the members of the
same families, as adversaries to one another ;—the rapid
alternation of victory and defeat, of arrogant exultation
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and utter hopelessness ;—the terrible diminution in the
numbers of the citizens, resulting from the bloody war }—
the extinction of the ancient families ;—the inflyx of new
men, Athenians neither by birth nor by education ;—and
finally the entire series of extraordinary experiences crowd-
ing together at the close of the war:—all these causes had
contributed utterly to unsettle the firm bearing of the civie
community. Life had become more and more full of
mysterious dangers and devoid of tranquillity; and the
inborn vivacity and excitability of the Attic people had
degenerated into a passionate restlessness, which had been
only temporarily suppressed in consequence of the general
exhaustion. A constant fluctuation in the daily state of pub-
lic feeling possessed the city ; and, says the comic poet Pla-
to, he who had been absent from Athens during the space
of three months was unable to recognize it on his return.*

How was it possible, in the midst of this restless agita-
tion, to find firm ground whereon the people might unite
to carry out the re-settlement of the state ? The strongest
of all bonds—religion—had lost its power; for its basis
was a simple-minded devotion to the traditions of the
past. In its place, protests against tradition, audacious
contempt for the simplicity of past generations, doubt and
mockery, constituted the tendency of the spirit of the age,
which found its expression in Sophistry. Moreover, the
minds of men had been brutalized during the years of
war, and the ordinances of their fathers had lost their
authority. It was already rare to find an asylum respected,
or an enemy taking refuge in a temple spared.t

The calamities suffered by the state likewise ..
contributed to weaken religious feeling. For religiosity

. R . ousted by
it must be remembered that the Hellenic reli- foreign au-

. . perstition.
gion was not of a suprasensual kind, trans-

® Investments of money abroad: Athen. 532; owérs dpyvpiov, Lys. xix.
11; Platon. Com. Fr. ap. Meineke, 1i. 692.

+ Thus Agesilaus is held entitled to special praise for sparing those who
had taken refuge in the temple of Athene Itonia, Hellew. iv. 8, 20.

4*
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cending space and time, and pointing to the consolations
of a world beyond. On the contrary, it was most inti-
mately interwoven with existing circumstances; it was a
national and state-religion, the maintenance of which
constituted at once the condition and the guarantee of
public prosperity. The state divinities were so organ:
ically connected with the states themselves, as to be held
responsible for the commonwealth, and accordingly to
forfeit the confidence reposed in them, if the common-
wealth placed under their protection was seen to decay.
Thus after the Sicilian campaign prophecy came to be
despised, because men thought themselves to have been
deceived by the voices and signs of the gods, and, not
unfairly, recognized in Nicias’ orthodox fear of the gods
a cause of the utter loss of army and fleet. With this
feeling co-operated the general tendency of the democratic
populace, directed towards an escape from authority of
all kinds; thus an insurrection ensued against the gods
not less than against other powers, and the former were
renounced as having abandoned the state. But, inasmuch
as men could, after all, not live without religion, the
renunciation of the faith of their fathers was accompanied
by an inclination towards the worship of foreign countries;
and, by the side of infidelity, a wild growth of supersti-
tious conceptions and usages sprang up. For this the
sea-trade of the city and the multitude of foreign settlers
offered every facility. Just as already towards the close
of the war the common parlance of the Athenians was
alloyed by a variety of non-Greek words, so an increasing
welcome was likewise offered to foreign divinities, to the
Phrygian Sabazius, the Thracian Cotytto, the Syrian
Adonis; in the place of a healthy fear of the gods mani-
festing itself in a pious attendance upon public worship,
men’s minds were seized by a morbid terror of the super-
human powers (Deisidemonia), which sought to satisfy
itself in secret rites of all kinds; and this continued to
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intensify the confusion of the minds of the citizens, and
their alienation from ancient discipline and order. Dirty
beggar-priests passed from house to house, to collect offer-
ings for the “ Great Mother,” in return for which they
promised expiation from sin and guilt. A large quantity
of sayings and writings, ascribed to Orpheus, were carried
about by adventurers, the so-called Orpheoteleste, and, in
accordance with these, secret associations were formed,
designed to purify the terrified souls of men in place of
the mysteries acknowledged by the state. Ventriloquists
attracted the gaping crowd, by pretending that a dsemon
dwelt in them and prophesied by their lips. A fellow
of this kind, Eurycles by name, was a famous personage
at Athens already in the former half of the Peloponnesian
war; and such was the success obtained there by his taste-
less jugglery, that an entire school of ventriloquizing
prophets took its name from him.*

Thus it is manifest how utter a want of order and dis-
cipline resulted from the spread of infidelity ; and a hebe-
tation of moral judgment directly connected itself with
these sad aberrations of religious feeling. Together with
the Hellenic gods, the human and civic virtues which
they demanded fell into disrepute. While it was attempted
to calm the conscience by means of external usages and
charms, no value was attached to an inner purification;
the promptings of selfish interest were unhesitatingly
obeyed ; and gradually all sense was lost of the truth, that -
a state cannot exist except by the virtues of its citizens.
Some of the citizens may, in the secrecy of their homes,
have still preserved an attachment to the ancient faith,
but it was precisely those who set the fashion among the

® As to the unsettlement of things human and divine, see Earip. Iph.

!h-r 660, Kirchh. As to foreign rellglonl Bergk Rel. Com. A#.75. The

of the Atheni cpapdvy ¢E dndvray Tor ‘EAAfrer cai BapBépur,

«Xen.” Rew. Ath.8. Eurycles éyyacrpiuvlos (dyyagrpita BipvxAeidas); Arisy
Vesp. 1019 ; SBchdmann, Gr. AU. iif. 204.
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rest who, together with the culture of the age, had also
imbibed its poison.
Material- The ancient religion itself was defenceless
iom and against the hostile spirit of the times, and
could not of its own strength withstand the
rationalizing tendency towards making everything an open
question. For such a resistance it lacked the essence
of objective truth, which might have commanded respect
and aroused conviction. Was it not undeniable, that
already in the Homeric poems, which were regarded as
the sources and documents of popular belief, the substance
of religious belief was freely treated according to poetic
inspiration? And, since inquiring thought had found its
expression in philosophy, all its tendencies, however
widely they diverged in other respects, met in this one
point, that they contested the popular views concerning
the nature of the gods. Doubtless the ways of conducting
these attacks differed greatly. Some, as e. g. Anaxagoras,
in the true spirit of philosophy sought to rise out of the
popular religion to a loftier and purer conception of God.
Others refused altogether to acknowledge any dependence
of man on divine powers. In addition, new tendencies
of philosophy made their appearance, and, together with
them, new elements of opposition against the ancient
religion. Thus the teaching of Democritus developed
itself, starting from a connexion with the philosophy of
Nature. Democritus was younger by a generation than
Anaxagoras, and during the earlier half of the Pelopon-
nesian war attained to a great influence. He drew the
conclusion from previeus inquiries, that there is no other
being than a corporeal one, and no motive power besides
the force of gravity. In the mechanical world of Demo-
critus there was no place for the God of Anaxagoras, for
an Intelligence acting according to purposes of its own.
He granted to the gods of the people nothing but a
scarcely honorable existence as deemons, and declared the
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ordinary ideas of religion to have resulted from impres-
sions of terrible phenomena of nature.

This doctrine also found acceptance at Athens, and, in
company with Sophistic teaching, disturbed many an
otherwise believing soul. = The best-known instance is
that of Diagoras of Melos, a lyric poet and a man of a
serious disposition of mind. He had been the confiden-
tial friend of the legislator Nicodorus of Mantinea, at the
time when that Arcadian town withdrew from its depend-
ence upon Sparta and established its autonomy. Diago-
ras afterwards came to Athens; and, although he had
formerly been a pious singer, he was now seized by the
power of doubt; he became (as is said, under the per-
sonal influence of Democritus) an audacious freethinker,
derided the gods whom he had celebrated, and hurled a
wooden Heracles into the flames, in order that he might
there undergo a thirteenth trial of his strength. But
most of all he offended the feelings of the Athenians by
his contempt for their Mysteries, the doctrines of which
he gave up to publicity and to derision.*

Thus the attacks upon the religion handed down to the
Athenians by their fathers were intensified and multi-
plied ; the great mass of the people being incapable of per-
ceiving the distinction between philosophy and sophistry.
For them the final result of the intellectual movements
referred to was utter insecurity; and with the exception
of those who, guided by the impulse of inner piety, held
fast to what was old, and knew how to secure for them-

¢ Democritus of Abdera, according to Diog. L. xix. 41, was junior by
forty years to Anaxagoras; he was therefore born Ol. 1xxx. cire. His cidora
resembling human beings, r& ulv &yafowoid, ra 32 xaxoword (Sext. Emp. ix.
19), correspond in certain respects to the d of the popular belief
(Zeller, Gesch. d. Gr. Ph. 1. 643). Diagoras, & deos, & MiAios, outlawed as a
violator of the Mysteries (v. Suidas), and pursued in Peloponnesus as well
as at Athens (8chol. Arist. Aves, 1073; Ranes, 320). Clem. Alex. Protrept. p. 7,
8ylb., emendated by Cobet, Nov. Lect. Preef. p. 14 (Awayépg rodyor wapaoxevd-
oai). Athenagoras, Iipegfeia x. Xp. c. b, ira 7as yoyyAes éyoi, xataxézrws
» 106 ‘Hp. §éaror.
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selves the noble elements of religious and moral truth
in the mythology of gods and heroes, the generality re-
jected everything, and swam with the stream of the ideas
of the age, unsupported by any remaining prop, and un-
able to find a compensation for what they had lost.

In the priests religion found no protectors. Occa-
sionally, indeed, a feeling of holy indignation caused them

Priestly re. 10 take courage and fight for their gods; they
action. were unwilling to allow the operation of blind
natural laws to be substituted for the living action of per-
sonal beings. By means of a sagacious utilization of the
existing relations of parties (vol. iii. p. 91), priestly
authority in the person of Diopithes once more raised it-
self to a power in the state. Anaxagoras fell a victim to
it; and whoever chanced to have been in any way con-
nected with him was, as e. g. Thucydides the historian, sus-
pected as a freethinker. Diagoras, too, was outlawed (Ol.
xci 2; B. C. 411); a price was placed on his head, and it
was even attempted to render the hue and cry against
him a common Hellenic matter. Protagoras and others
were persecuted as men who denied the gods; but what
advantage could the cause itself derive from a fanaticism
which merely blazed out on isolated occasions and ef-
fected the condemnation of individual heretics? There
existed no priestly class capable of guiding the moral con-
sciousness of the people, of coming forward as the cham-
pion of its belief, and of cherishing the treasure of true
insight into the divine nature which that belief contained.
Delphi was powerless, and its wisdom utterly obsolete.
Nowhere existed any authority in things spiritual ; there
remained no fixed rule, no sure basis of the national faith ;
hence neither was any distinction possible which might
have impressed its essential features upon the young;
the antique wisdom, taught to them from the maxims of
Hesiod, was unable to prevail against the attacks of the
modern age; and, notwithstanding its recent discovery,
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the state was threatened with an inevitable decay, when
religion and morality were falling.*

If any remedy was to be obtained for these evils, it
must come from another quarter—viz. from that of
Philosophy and Art. Philosophy must re- 4000
trieve the damages inflicted by Sophistry, by stase-
deeper reflection restore authority to the moral laws which
had come to be contemned, and strengthen the forces of
civil society whereby the life of a community is preserved.
Art, and above all Poetry, must prove herself the teacher
and guide of the people; must, in the midst of the busy
selfishness of ordinary life, represent ideal tendencies,
maintain the honors paid to the national traditions, and
offer a ealutary counterbalance to the disintegrating ten-
dency of the spirit of the age, Ancient art, it must be
remembered, was no mere outward ornament of life, to be
assumed or laid aside according to circumstances; no
mere luxury to rejoice men in their days of prosperity,
and absent as a matter of course in evil times. Rather,
it was a necessary element in public life, especially at
Athens; it was a power in the state which supplied what
religion left wanting; it gave expression to the feelings
common to the whole community. And, inasmuch as
Athens could not exist without public dramatic perform-
ances, very much depended upon the nature of the poets
who composed the plays. Good poets were an essential
public need ; and it was for this reason that comedy, in
so far as it had a serious and patriotic character, in this
age repeatedly recurred to the need in question, and de-
clared it to be a well-grounded desire on the part of the
community, that it should possess tragic poets whose art
was generous and whose sentiments were loyal.

® Thucydides accounted an atheist on t of his relati with
Anaxagoras, according to Antyllus ap. Marcellin.; Kriiger, Krit. 4nal. 1, 36.
Outlawry of Diagoras: Diod. xiii. 6. The statement is doubtful; in any

case Aristoph. Aves, 1073, already assumes both prosecution and outlawry.
Cf. Kock, ad loc,
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For the serious drama was undoubtedly, above all other
kinds of art, called upon to exercise a momentous influ-
ence. This form of art was the wealthiest in resources
and at the same time the most public, and that which pre-
eminently addressed itself to the entire civic body; and
again, it was the most Attic; it specially contributed to
mark out Athens as the intellectual capital of Greece.
The Attic stage was at the same time the stage of Hellas;
and whoever desired to acquaint himself with the artistic
performances of which no description could furnish a con-
ception, or whoever believed himself possessed of gifts
which he wished to develop or assert, made his way to
Athens, where no obetacles were allowed to impede a free
competition.

Thus we have already become acquainted with Ion of
Chios, who, endowed with all the many-sidedness of a true
Ionian, shone among the Athenians both as a poet and a
prose-writer, both in elegy and in drama (vol. ii. p. 555).
From Eretria came Achsus, a younger contemporary of
Sophocles. He gained a dramatic victory at Athens, and
in particular contrived, by means of his inventive genius,
to invest the satyr-drama with new attraction. From Te-
gea in Arcadia came Aristarchus, who became so tho-
roughly domesticated at Athens, that he is said to have
acquired a decisive influence upon the usage of the Attic
stage with regard to the extent of individual dramas.
Lastly, from Sicyon came Neophron, an uncommonly fer-
tile dramatist, whose happy tact introduced new subjects
into the sphere of dramatic poetry, e.g. the myth of Me-
dea. This lively intellectual intercourse with other cities
was of course rendered difficult and obstructed by the
war; particularly in its concluding years Athens could
not remain as heretofore a gathering-place of the com-
peting talents of Greece; and the calamity which at its
close destroyed the political power of Athens likewise be-
came a fatal epoch for the history of her stage, inasmuch




Caar. IL] Athens after her Restoration. 89

a8 a year before the siege and capitulation Sophocles died
(OL xciii. 3; B.c. 405). Rightly did Phrynichus in his
Muses (performed at the same time as the Frogs of Aris-
tophanes) honor Sophocles as one highly favored by the
gods, in that after a long life of beneficent labors he had
passed away without having seen the evil day. As the
poetry of SBophocles is the mirror, wherein the glory of
Athens shines upon us in its fullest lustre, so his life is the
plainest measure of its brief endurance. He sang the
pzan of victory, when the sun of prosperity rose, and he
died before it sank under the horizon. Nor was the war
allowed to abate the honors of his burial ; undisturbed by
the hostile skirmishes, the funeral rites were performed in
Colonus, and a charming legend added that Dionysus
himself, the god of the Attic stage, had taken thought for
his favorite by appearing to the hostile general in a vision
and bidding him honor the great poet.*

His poetry survived even after his death. . .
For his last work, the (Edipus Colonwus, a goseors of
poetic conception of peculiar loftiness, which Mastors.
represents the end of the king as the harmonizing close of
a human life laden with suffering and guilt, was brought
on the stage by his grandson, the younger Sophocles, in
Ol xciv. 3 (8. c. 401, March). Xaschylus, too, not only
survived like a demigod in the memory of the Athenians,
but his art also remained an inheritance unto the fourth
generation. His son Euphorion, his nephew Philocles, as
well as the son of the latter Morsimus, and the grandson
of Zschylus, Astydamas by name, were dramatic poets;

* The hostile general in the autumn of 406 can only have been a com-
mander of the troops in Decelea (not Lysander, as the Biographer of
Sophocles, and Plin. viil. 109, assert); and it is quite conceivable that after
the battle of the Arginuse the Lacedsmonians pressed more closely upon
the city, in order to take vengeance by land for the destruction of their
fleet and to render the Athenians inclined to peace (vol. iii. p. 536). The

tomb of the poetlay on the road to Decelea, doubtless in the district
of Col Of. v. Leutsch, Philol. i. 129. As to the descendants of S8oph-

ocles, see Bauppe, Sophokisiache Inschrifton, in Giting. Nackr. 1885, p. 244.
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and it is indeed a remarkable testimony to the firm and
continuous cohesion in single families, which notwithstand-
ing the innovating and restless spirit of the age was still
to be met with at Athens, that the rivalry between the two
masters was continued in several generations of their de-
scendants. Philocles had competed with Sophocles himself
for the prize, and had been able to gain a victory over
the (Edipus Rez; and Astydamas and the younger So-
phocles contended in the period after the war as the most
fertile dramatic poets. The families of artists became
schools of art, in which the style of the great masters was
piously retained and cherished. The old plays, too, were
revived : in the case of Zschylus a special popular de-
cree had ordained that no poet, who should desire to
bring any ZAschylean play upon the stage, should be re-
fused the chorus; and it would doubtless have been an
advantage to Athens, had the classical works been more
frequently recurred to and afforded means of edification.
But the public demanded change, and the great annual
festivals of Dionysus required nmew plays. And thus it
came to pass, that, as the management of language and
versification grew in dexterity, a continually increasing
number of persons from all quarters forced their way in,
and that the number swelled of those who, without being
born poets, tried their hand at the drama, and more or
less successfully composed in the style of the old masters.

Thus a large number of poets of the second rank
gathered at Athens, and contrived to obtain a cer-
tain consideration, although it was only by outward re-
sources of art and by a certain degree of general culture
that they supplemented the lack of original genius. Com-
edy, far from preserving silence as to their defects, vigi-
lantly observed the progress of tragic art; and many a
straggler belonging to this aftergrowth of dilettantism was
made to suffer under her bitter mockery; e. g. Theognis,
a member of the Thirty, whom Attic wit named the
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“ snow-man,” because his was an artificial and frosty poe-

“ All Thrace,” announces an envoy in the Ackarn-
tans of Aristophanes, “ was snowed up, and all rivers were
rigid with ice; it was about the same time when, at
Athens, Theognis was competing for the dramatic prize,”
as if the character of his plays had some connexion with
the extraordinary cold of that year’s winter. So, again,
Aristophanes celebrates the charms of spring, on condi-
tion that Morsimus, the son of Philocles, produces no play
during its course. Sthenelus is blamed for adorning him-
self with strange feathers; Carcinus, together with his
whole poetic clan, is derided on account of his rhythms,
the artificial prettiness of which provoked mockery; nor
was Meletus more tenderly treated, a personage much
talked about at Athens ever since OL lxxxviii. 4 (B. c.
425). This Meletus was a restless being, gifted with in-
tellectual vivacity and full of talent, but devoid of char-
acter, and dissolute in his habits of life; as a poet he
sought to attain to consideration, first by means of lyrical
efforts, and then upon the stage, by zealously imitating
Zachylus, and venturing to compose an (Edipus-trilogy.
But his plays likewise lacked that inner warmth which
genius alone can bestow; and accordingly Aristophanes
in his Gerytades (produced as early as Ol. xcvi.) makes
Meletus descend into Hades, where, on account of his own
poverty of intellect, he wishes to ask aid from the de-
ceased great masters;—in other words, true poetry has
perished with Aschylus and Sophocles, and the poets of
the age merely support their existence by the crumbs
which they pick up under the abundant tables of the old
masters. Similarly Aristophanes says of one of the later
poets, that he licks the lips of Sophocles “like unto & jar
overflowing with honey.”*

® As to the continuance of the tragedies of Mschylus on the Attle
stage; Bchol. Ar. Ran. 893; XEsch. Agam., S8chneidewin, vi. Theognis: Arist.
Acharw. 140; Thesm. 170. Morsimus: Ar. Paz, 800. Concerning Morsimus,



92 H'wtory of Greece. [Boox V.

The poet A poet of infinitely higher originality was
Agathon. Agathon, the son of Tisamenus. He was the
model of an Athenian bel esprit. Handsome of Pperson
wealthy, open-handed, amiable in manner, he was g centre
of the higher society, which loved to assemble at his
hospitable board, and by virtue of not absolutely unselfish
friendship shared in his triumphs, Already previously to
the Bicilian expedition he had gained his first poetic vie-
tories; and he had a well-founded claim on such successes,
in so far as an exquisite culture, a vivacious intellect, and
the full command of all resources of art gave a title to
them. He contrived with exceeding skill to turn Sophis-
tic training to account for the stage, and, after a fashion
well adapted to the taste of the times, to combine the arts
of rhetoric (wherein he was a scholar of Gorgias) and
poetry. In his case, then, an attempt was made to give
a new development to the drama. Agathon was anxious
to be no mere member of a school ; he was conscious that
dramatic art must not remain stereotyped in its forms, if
it was to exercise a living influence upon the existing gen-
eration. His independence in the choice of his subjects is
already evident from the names of his pieces; for whilst
the ordinary titles of tragedies as a rule make it easy to
guess their contents, the name Anthos (the Flower), given
to one of the plays of Agathon, is thoroughly mysterious,
and shows how far he had removed himself from the tra-
ditions of the Attic stage. He was skilful in construction,
and fresh in ideas ; but on the other hand, his plays exhi-
bited more brilliancy than warmth, more wit than depth
of thought and feeling ; and rhetoric was perceptibly ob-
liged to supplement the want of creative power. Aga-
thon’s character lacked manliness; he was effeminate,
spoilt, and vain; instead of being subject, like the true

Sthenelns and Melanthius: Cobet, Plat. Com. Rel. 184. Gerytades: Mefneke,
Fragm. Com. {{. 1,005. ‘O & ad XodoxAdovs 108 uéhirs wexpiondvov Gowep
xadioxor wepiéhaxe T ordua, ii. 1176.
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poet, to the force of higher powers, so as to forget himself
in his works, they were a mirror of his individuality ; and
this delight in himself was everywhere transparent. Aris.
tophanes describes Agathon sitting down to write poetry,
while his servant offers up a sacrifice of myrrh and fumi-
gates his dwelling. The whole choir of the Muses is in-
voked in a pompous prelude, and to this bombast the emp-
tiness and tameness of the work itself stands in a doubly
notable contrast. For Agathon’s forte lay in an artificial
technical skill, which was unable to cheer the soul ; his
eager search after small sensations, which were in particular
to be excited by means of surprising figures of speech and
plays upon words, became tiresome; there was wanting
the total effect, which is based upon the inner cohesion of
a drama thoroughly thought out; and the poet himself
acknowledged his weakness asa dramatist, when he at-
tempted to furbish up his plays by means of inserted
songs, the so-called Embolima, which had no connexion
with the action of the piece.*

SBuch was the condition of dramatic art at Athens.
Either it exhibited an absolute dependence upon the
classic models, such as notably preserved itself in the
family schools of the two great masters, or innovations
were attempted, wherein homage was paid to the spirit of
the age. We are unable to form a judgment in detail
concerning the performances in either direction, because
the works produced are lost, and hardly any traces have
remained of a remembrance of them. But the reason of
this is that in the times when a critical judgment was de-
finitively established concerning the dramatic literature
of Athens, the innovations in question were regarded as
nothing but a decay of true art; wherefore the works of
Agathon, as well as those of the mere imitators of Zschy-
lus and Sophocles, were given up to oblivion.

* Agathon “3 xarés," Ritschl, Opusc. 1. 411. As early as the year 405 he

had gone to Polls, ¢is paxépar edwyiay, Arist. Ran. 85. *EnfBéAua, Aristot.
Poet. 18. "Arbos, C. 9.
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The third But one poet asserted his t,itle to perma-
Tragic poet. nence. The fertile power of his genius raised
him above the multitude of mediocre associates in his art,
and acquired for him so high a fame, that, instead of
being obscured by his great predecessors, he obtained a
place as a third by their side. Doubtless each of the three
represents a new epoch in Attic history; yet Aschylus
the soldier of Marathon, and Sophocles the witness of the
Periclean age, had their footing on one and the same
ground : the age of the one was the older, that of the other
the younger, and a mighty progress is observable from the
former to the latter—but no rupture. Just as Cimon and
Pericles were able to arrive at a mutual understanding, so
the poetic representatives of their time could also be con-
scious of & spiritual community. Sophocles survived to
see the whole of the revolution produced by the war; he
lived in the same atmosphere as Agathon and Euripides,
and under the same influences; but in his poetic grandeur
he stood forth from the nebular exhalations below, and
never allowed the fermenting agitation of a collapeing
world to disturb the harmony of his mind. Euripides, on
the other hand, stood in the midst of the movement of his
age, and was fully exposed to its influence. His greatness
lies in the fact, that he was possessed of sufficient power
and courage, in such an age and for such an age, further
to develop dramatic art. But the mighty nature of the
change undergone by Athens during the years of war is
most clearly manifest from a comparison of these two
poets. Is it not as if a long human generation lay between
them ?!—and yet Euripides was only sixteen years junior
to Sophocles, and died even before him.

Furipides; ~ Luripides, the son of Mnesarchus, was
born inBela gprung from & noble house. He grew up in
ol. -l well-to-do circumstances, and had ample op-

portunity of availing himself of all means of
culture offered by his native city to her youth. He wasa

(s.
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zealous scholar of Anaxagoras, the mighty thinker, who
exercised so potent an influence upon the widest variety
of minds; and his glorious delineation of the true Wise
Man, in the picture of whom Anaxagoras was recognized
by his contemporaries, attests how deep was Euripides’
conception of the mission of philosophy. He had in-
tercourse with Socrates; he eagerly participated in the
many-gided efforts of the Sophists; in his house Protago-
ras recited those writings on account of which he was per-
secuted as having denied the gods. Furthermore, Euripides
collected the writings of the ancient philosophers, among
whom Heraclitus in particular made a deep impression
upon him. These studies were to him & matter of para-
mount importance ; and when he was not listening to the
disputations of the Sophists, he preferred the society of
his book-rolls, inquiring and meditating upon the courses
in which Hellenic thought had endeavored to realize a
clear conception of things divine and human. And yet
he did not allow this occupation to become the task of his
life; nor was he satisfied by study and inquiry. For this
his mind was too open, and his power of imagination too
lively ; he possessed a brilliant gift of invention and expo-
sition, and it was this which led him to dramatic poetry.*

But here again a difficult task awaited him. The grand
style of Sophoclean poetry admitted of no further per-
fection ; if therefore Euripides desired to distinguish him-
self from the circle of mere imitators, it behooved him to
bring upon the stage the new movement in the minds of
men, to make use of the philosophy of the day for the
drama. And to this task he actually devoted himself,

* Concerning Euripides, see Suidas and the biographies; with occasional
use of Philochorus. Gellius, xv. 26. Salamis was his birthplace (probably
at the time when the Athenians took refuge there), and subsequently too a
favorite sojourn of the poet. Welcker, Alte Demkmiler, . 489. The ideal
Wise Man: Fragm. 105. Dindorf, Clem. Alex. Strom. iv. 536 d; Bernhardy,
@r. Litt. 11. 885. Protagoras recites wepi 6e» in the house of Euripides,
Diog. L. ix. 8, 4. He was the most famous collector of books before
Aristotle ; see Nots to p. T1.
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with an endurance and a fidelity which offer a doubly
glorious testimony to the emergy of his character, inas-
much as the times were in general unfavorable to poe-
tic art, while he was personally exposed to painful attacks,
msults, and depreciation. It was his misfortune not to
survive his great predecessor, for he was hereby prevented
from ever attaining to a full enjoyment of his fame. For
the Athenians, changeable as was their character, and
much as they had altered during the years of war, yet
from force of habit and from a true sense for art re-
mained attached to the old dramatic style; and, however
lively the interest which Euripides excited, yet the com-
bination of art and sophistry, of reflection and poetry,
appeared inadmissible. Sophocles remained the classic
poet. It was he to whom the first prizes fell year after
year, while of more than ninety plays of Euripides only
about five received the crown. All the Conservatives
were against him on principle; above all Aristophanes,
although the latter and those who shared his views per-
ceived indeed the weak points of the new style, but at the
same time could not indicate any other courses for the
further development of the drama, and were still less able
to point to any poets who were pursuing a truer path.
The labors of Euripides, however, were not in vain. In
proportion as the number of fertile poets diminished, his
popularity and influence increased, and towards the close
of the war he was the dramatist proper of the people, the
favorite of the general public. Pleasure was taken in the
boldness and independence with which he treated the an-
cient myths, bringing them upon the stage in so living a
form that the spectators fancied they were witnessing pre-
sent events in these mythical stories. The common people
had grown weary of the mysterious pathos of ancient tra-
gedy, and enjoyed listening to a poet who made every-
thing intelligible and familiar, who spoke the language of
the multitude, and who brought before it heroes whom it
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might regard as men of its own kind. The verses of
Euripides were easily impressed upon the memory; his
maxims went from hand to hand like current coin, his
plays were heard with delight and largely read. For it
was precisely at this time that the diffusion of writings
had advanced with extraordinary rapidity ; when a suit
was instituted against Protagoras, the judicial prosecution
extended to his writings likewise, and all copies sold had
to be delivered up to the authorities.

A real mania for reading prevailed in the Attic public;
the very nurses in tragedy appeal to their knowledge of
myths derived from ancient writings. In his reading
the Athenian felt less dependent upon the traditions of
the stage, and gave himself up more freely to the feeling
of satisfaction offered to him by the poet in whom he
found a mirror of himself and of his age. Therefore the
plays of Euripides accompanied the Athenian by land
and by sea, and offered him a consolation in foreign re-
gions and in the midst of misery.*

And yet Euripides did not remain among his fellow-
citizens. About Ol xciii. 1 (8. c. 408), when already of
advanced age, he accepted an invitation from King Ar-
chelaus to Macedonia, where he was attracted by the new
Hellenic culture unfolding itself there. He was one of
the first whom the dramatic Muse of Athens led among
a population not Greek; he had a presentiment of the
mission of Hellenic art to become the common property
of all peoples striving after a loftier conduct of life. As

¢ “Earipidem M. Varro ait cum quinque et septuaginta tragedias
scripserit, in quinque solis vicisse,” Gell. xvii. 4, 3. The Alexandrine
writers were acquainted with 82 from the Didascalia, where only those plays
were entered which had gained one of the three prises. Nanck Pwr. xxiif.
As to Protagoras: Diog. L. ix. 8, 62. Learned nurses: Hippol. 453. Euri-
pides as travellers' reading: Aristoph. Baw. 52; as the consolation of
prisoners (vol. {ii. p. 408), who offer their thanks to him after their return,
Plut. Mo. 29. Ignorance of the writings of Anaxagoras is accounted so
decisive & proof of an uneducated mind (dwetpia ypauudrwr) that it is an
insult to think it possible in Attic jurymen. Plut. 4pol. 26 d.

b
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Zischylus celebrated the foundations of Hiero, so Euri-
pides commemorated those of Archelaus. When there-
fore we find him joyously glorifying the king, who, after
the manner of the ancient heroes, was establishing civili-
zation in the north by levelling and making secure the
public roads, or blessing the primitive abodes of the
Muses on the Pierian shores, where Hellenic festivals
dies at Pells, Vere once more flourishing,—we understand
Q- xelts  how productive an impulse was given to the

poet by his migration. Even here, however,
he met with enemies, who grudged him the enjoyment
of the royal favor; and, after a two years’ sojourn at
Pella, the old man, in the 75th year of his age, fell, as it
would appear, a victim to their guile.*

Character Though Euripides may be called more than
S hiarides Sophocles a child of his times, this is not in-
poetry. tended to imply that he was totally subject to
the tendencies described above as connected with the
moral decay of Athens, and that he was by them estranged
from the loftier aims of his predecessors. He was not
only pure in his life, and far removed from lightly de-
spising ancient morals and manners; but there was also
in him an ideal tendency of great strength and depth. He
was possessed by an active religious craving, by a warm
love of calm meditation on things divine and human, by
an irresistible longing to solve the enigmas of the system
which rules the universe; and this longing was intensified
in him by his ardent sympathy with the sufferings of hu-
manity, and by a deep sense of justice which he sought to
satisfy. But his constant search led him to no goal; he
found it impossible to harmonize opposing forces, and to
find a satisfactory conclusion either in faith or in doubt.
He was too religious to rest contented with mere negation,

¢ X\ V. H. xiil. 4 Insuits at court, avenged by Archelaus, who thereby
himseif incurs hostility, Arist. Pol. 220, 7. Fragment of the Archelous, 34:
éxavo’ oSovpois Avuedvas.
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and too freely enlightened to follow tradition. In the tran-
quil soul of Sophocles the grand forms of the pre-historic
age mirrored themselves, and he gave himself up to them,
expanding the traditional conceptions of Gods and Heroes,
deepening them, and bringing them into accord with the
ideas of his age, just as Phidias did in his department of
art. Euripides, on the other hand, was never able to for-
get his own individuality and his doubts; and the deep
excitement in which he lived communicated itself to all
his works. They were, therefore, incapable of exercising
a tranquillizing effect, and lacked that impress of happy
harmoniousness which was borne by the older works.
Euripides, both as a man and as a poet, was a lifelong
sufferer from the unsolved conflict between speculation
and art, and this all the more, inasmuch as he possessed
no means of balancing his internal dissatisfaction either
by public business and glad participation in the affairs of
the community, or even by the enjoyments of social life.
He was therefore, in direct contrast to the serene and
affable Sophocles, sullen and discontented, bitter in his
judgments and prone to find fault; everywhere he saw the
dark side of things, heard the discordant notes, and gave
vent against gods and men to ‘the discontent which pos-
sessed him; for even against the gods he inveighs on ac-
count of their sins of commission or omission.

But the very fact that Euripides was placed in relations
80 unfavorable to the growth of poetic works increases our
admiration for his courage in giving a new development
to the Attic drama, and for the success which attended his
efforts. Moreover, he doubtless chose the right starting-
points for his innovations.

The Gods and Heroes of earlier tragedy were figures
banded down in fixed outlines; mythology furnished the
characters, poetic fancy added its impress with a definite-
ness and clearness of form, wherein we recognize the same
plastic sense of the Hellenes which created the national
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images of the Gods in marble and bronze. Mask, cothur
nus, and drees contributed to distinguish the several char-
acters according to traditional usage; and, in consequence
of the pious awe with which the personages of tragedy
inspired the poets themselves, the latter never ventured to
humanize them. They were to be measured by a differ-
ent standard ; they passed over the stage superhuman in
height, resembling the Phidian figures in the temple-frieze
of the Parthenon, in which every one immediately recog-
nized a higher order of beings. Sophocles was indeed
able to bring the figures of mythology into closer contact
with the feelings of the spectator, and to represent in these
figures the inner life of the soul. In his plays the rela-
tions between parents and children, between husband and
wife, between brothers and sisters, are exhibited with more
warmth, truth, and humanity. At the same time, how-
ever, the figures appearing before us are not single indi-
viduals, but, as it were, symbolic examples, comprehending
entire species and groups of human beings. Notwith-
standing their human weaknesses they remain ideal char-
acters, and the lofty grandeur surrounding them has its
origin in the circumstance, that only the settled principal
features of each individuality are delineated.

Unless this mode of exposition, which gradually could
not but fall into a certain monotony, was to be continued
without change, it was indispensable to dare the attempt
of bringing real men and women on the stage—and not
merely as subordinate personages (such as, e. g., the mes-
sengers, guards, and nurses, into the representation of
whom already the earlier tragic poets had introduced
striking features of ordinary life), but also as leading
parts. This was ventured by Euripides, who hereby
opened for himself a new sphere, where he could take ad-
vantage of all his natural gifts and of all the acquisitions
of his experience and culture ; of the quick sensibility of
his disposition ; of his brilliant gift of finding the right
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word for every phase of feeling; of his accurate know-
ledge of all the impulses moving his generation ; and of
his sophistic training, which enabled him incisively to il-
lustrate and account for all standpoints of human opinion.
After this fashion he boldly renounced the traditions of
the tragic stage ; drew forth his characters from the mists
of the pre-historic age, and placed them under the clear
light of the present ; reduced the diction of tragic pathos
to the standard of ordinary Attic parlance; and, instead
of contenting himself with representing the Heroes in
Jarge and general outlines, depicted their woes and joys
with the utmost elaboration through all stages and
changes.

But in this course he was met by very seri- g,
ous difficulties; for he continued to treat the  art
same epic subjects with his predecessors, and thus arrived
at a contradiction which made itself disagreeably per-
ceptible. His heroes bore the names of a Heracles or
Agamemnon ; they issued forth from palace portals clad
in gorgeous robes, mounted on the lofty cothurnus, and
reverentially surrounded by their serving-men; but the
personages themselves had dwindled into ordinary mortals,
who ill accorded with the parts they played. They were
human beings, too feeble to allow a struggle with the
Powers of Fate to be suitably depicted in them—human
beings, worried by love'’s labor and by wedded discord, by
poverty, and by all the troubles of earthly life. From
the mighty character-masks, invented for the figures of
the Zschylean drama, issued the thin voice of ordinary
mortals, claiming compassionate sympathy, such as we are
wont to bestow upon the misfortunes of any of our neigh-
bors. Herein necessarily lay an offence against the
healthy sense for art; for it was a humiliation of the
Homeric figures, nay, it seemed like a desecration of the
venerable treasure of popular tradition.

Euripides himself was not indifferent to popular my-



102 History of Greece. [Boox V.

thology, which he had studied as a scholar. He contrived
to adorn the earlier dramatic subjects with many a feature
overlooked by others, and very skilfully to avail himself
of new subjects, possessing a popular interest for the
Athenian public, or specially adapted for effective repre-
sentation. In the former respect his Jon is distinguished,
the scene of which lies at Delphi, where the son of Apollo
and of the Attic princess Creiisa dwells unrecognized as a
ministrant of the temple, until he is restored from his
sacred retirement to his native land, where as one of its
born kings he is to found an era of the highest glory.
The fragments of the Erechtheus likewise attest a deep
and warm conception of the popular legends of his native
land. Nine of his tragedies treat Attic subjects; but in
the rest too he loses no opportunity of glorifying his
native country ; and when we find him with heart and
soul celebrating the favor of the Gods resting upon At-
tica, the intellectual possessions of Athens, her laws and
rights, and her great men, he must have touched the
souls of his fellow-citizens, fostered their patriotism, and
encouraged them to the imitation of illustrious ensamples.*

In the other respect those pieces are specially distin-
guished, where female characters play the principal part;
Phedra in the Hippolytus is an instance, in whom is de-
lineated with admirable and masterly skill a criminal
passion—her love for her stepson—in its gradual develop-
ment from the vain effort of struggling against it up to
its confession, and then from the outbreak of fury at her
rejection up to her expiation of her guilt by means of a
voluntary death. Not inferior was the poet’s success in
his representation of the inner struggles of a Medea, and
naturally so: for in this case his peculiar gifts could most
thoroughly assert themselves, without impairing the

* Attic subjects are treated in the following : Zgeus, Alope, Frechtheus, Here-
clider, Hippolytns, Theseus, Sciron. Cf. Schenkl, Polit. Anschawmngen des Buripides
(Vienna, 1862).
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dignity of the subject or defacing tradition. To such sub-
jects as this Euripides accordingly devoted himself with
special predilection.

But in general it was otherwise. Euripides, instead of
abiding in the contemplation of the Heroic world, like
Zachylus and Sophocles, saw no lustre either in the pre-
historic past or in the present, and was only attracted by
characters as well as subjects, in so far as he might hope
by means of a neater construction of the plot and of a
more lively delineation of character to exhibit his talent
and the advantage of advanced culture. Instead of
trustfully and reverentially accepting tradition, he placed
himself in opposition to it as a keen critic, rejected the
myths of Homer, in which he saw inventions improperly
connected with the gods, and unhesitatingly allowed a
sharp note of doubt and negation to make itself heard
in the very midst of his pieces, so that all interest in the
story was at an end. Where all Olympus is called into
question, and the popular faith is met by a compassionate
smile, its divinities could not but become empty theatri-
cal figures, while a breath of icy frost blew across the
stage whence the gods themselves had been banished.

Since, then, Euripides himself took no genuine delight
in his subjects, and could not be blind to the degree in
which their significance suffered under his treatment, he
sought for other means whereby he might invest them
with attractions. For this purpose he employed an artifi-
cial complication of dramatic situations, endeavoring by
means of delicately planned plots to provoke an eager
curiosity in his hearers, which had never been an object
of the earlier poets. Furthermore, he sought so to choose
and arrange his dramatic subjects, that a reference to
circumstances of the day gave them the charm of novelty.
Thus about Ol xi. (B. 0. 420) he wrote his Supplices, in
glorification of Athens, which city forcibly obtains the
buriai of the Argive princes slain before the walls of
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Thebes. This service to Argos is insisted upon, in order,
as is explicitly stated at the cloee of the play, to induce
that state to maintain a close alliance with Athens; and,
again, the ancient conflicts with Thebes possessed an
immediate interest after the battle of Delium, after which
the Thebans had actually refused to permit the burial of
their fallen adversaries (vol. iii. p. 195). The Heraclide
has the same date and object. In this tragedy the
generosity of Athens towards her enemies of those days is
celebrated, in order to mark the ingratitude of Sparta and
to strengthen the Attic party in Peloponnesus, quite in
the spirit of the policy of Alcibiades, which the poet
manifestly espoused (vol. iii. p. 309). Besides these, there
occur in the most different plays isolated allusions, which
could not fail to have great effect upon the assembled
people. So e. g. the concluding lines of the Hippolytus
(Ol Ixxxvii. 4; B. ¢. 428), which could not fail to re-
mind every hearer of Pericles, whose death had quite
recently taken plaee; the outbreak of wrath against the
perfidy of Sparta in the Andromache, which in Ol. Ixxxix.
2 (B. ¢. 423) must have evoked "the fullest possible assent
(vol. iii. p. 198), &c. In general, however, these inten-
tionally significant passages and plays doubtless indicate
no progress in tragic art; for it could not be otherwise
than hurtful to dramatic works, that myths were con-
verted into symbols of modern events and relations, and
that the main interest was placed outside the action of the
piece. The attention of the spectator was hereby divided,
and the harmony of the whole destroyed.

The best way would have been for Euripides to have
entircly abandoned the ancient myths, towards which °
after all he had no genuine inclination. For it became
harder from year to year to produce any novelty ; all the
subjects had been treated repeatedly, all the characters
were known, and all the relations between them fixed.
“If,” says the poet Antiphanes, “one merely mentions
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the name (Edipus, they know all the rest: Iocaste, Laius,
children, guilt, troubles and all; and if Alcmzeon is
merely named, every child cries out: ‘That is the man
who killed his mother.’” The retrospect of earlier treat-
ments of the same subject deprived the poet of a fresh
and natural attitude towards his subject ; and it was the
most doubtful proceeding of all, when (as not unfre-
quently occurs in Euripides) he allowed himself to be se-
duced into casting critical side-glances upon his predeces-
sors, blaming violations of probability committed by
them, and thus introducing into poetry relations utterly
foreign to its true nature.*

Accordingly, nothing seems more natural, than that
gifted poets should have sought after subjects where their
freedom of creation was less impeded, as was not without
success done by Agathon. The national history offered a
wide field ; and grand models existed in the Phenisse, in
the Fall of Miletus, and in the Perse (vol. ii. p. 581).
Euripides in his Archelaus approached nearest to this
course. Yet he lacked original power for developing a
new and independent species of drama in this direction;
for this he, who was ever intent upon the search after
general truths, was deficient in the sense of the actual, <.
e. in the historic sense. In consequence of the preponder-
ance in him of a love of reflection, which constituted a
main feature in his character, the mythical subjects
seemed after all the most suitable, because into these he
could introduce most underlying meaning, and because
they offered him occasions, in more or less suitable pas-
sages, for developing his views concerning God and the
world, concerning domestic relations and the value of the
several forms of government.

®Reference to the death of Pericles: oiov orephoectd’ dvdpés, Boeckh, Trag.
Frinc. p. 181; H. Hirzel, de Bur. in comp. div. arte, p. 64. Antiph in Meineke,
fii. 100. A concealed blame of earlier poets occurs in the Phamiss, (752 k),
the Philoctetes, the Electra, &c. Cf. Schneidewin, Introd. do Phéloct,

5*
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Eurivides T OF in truth the intellectual capital at the
:fgmh and disposal of the poet was specially the Sophistic
culture. Euripides understood, better than
any other, how to reproduce its doctrinal propositions in
words of incisive force; and therefore he is regarded as
one of the most influential of its representatives, and was
as such praised by the one side with passionate admira-
tion, while the other assailed him with wrath and indigna-
tion. The adherents of ancient usage and ways of
thought could not pardon his expressing views concerning
marriage and family discipline of so dangerous a nature,
that the multitude found in them an excuse for immoral
connections and a justification of impure appetites; nor
could they pardon the fair face which his specious elo-
quence put upon craft and guile, when, in accordance
with the teaching of Protagoras, he propounded the ques-
tion :
“ Wﬁy. what is wrong, if to the doer it seem not so
or when he placed in the mouth of a faithless one the
excuse :
“The tongue has sworn it, but the heart remains unsworn.”

These were expressions of Sophistic refinement, which
seemed blasphemy when attributed to a Hero; expres-
sions of despicable sentiments, which ought in no case to
be heard on the Hellenic stage, although they were justi-
fied in the connexion of the play, and were by no means
advanced with any evil intentions by the poet himself.
From the point of view which e. g. Aristophanes advoca-
ted, it was demanded that the poet should preserve silence
on what was cvil ;—or to what end was the theatre visited
at the festivals of Dionysus, except to forget the wretched-
ness and vileness of life and to be elevated into a world
whence the base was excluded? According to this view,
even the wrong-doers and the guilty ought to preserve a
superhuman grandeur. This was undoubtedly a narrow
and onesided standpoint; but it had given to ancient
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Tragedy her peculiar perfection, her ideal dignity, and her
moral significance ; nor was Euripides able to compensate
or make good in other ways what he destroyed in this poe-
tic world. For poetry the Sophistic culture, by virtue of
which he transferred the sentiments of modern Athens to
the Heroic world, ever remained a barren soil, whence no
fresh springs were to be charmed forth; and therefore
Euripides, as a poet not less than as a man, was a true
martyr to Sophistry. It possessed, without satisfying
him ; he employed it in order to bestow a new interest
upon art ; he contended for the right of every individual
to approach in inquiring meditation all things human
and divine ; but at the same time he was not blind to the
dangers of this tendency. He openly declared them, ut-
tered warnings and pronounced invectives against it, and
at last wrote an entire tragedy, with no other object than
that of representing the miserable end of a man who op-
poses his reason to the system of the gods, and who refuses
to acknowledge those as gods, whom, according to his
idea of the Divine nature, he is unable to account as such.
King Pentheus falls a victim to human arrogance, which
refuses to bow down even before the irrefutable deeds of
divine power, such as that which reveals itself in Dionysus;
and the entire tragedy of the Bacche, one of the latest and
at the same time one of the grandest of the poet’s plays, is
full of the most decisive attacks upon the overweening
pride of human reason in divine things, and of the praise
of the man who in simpleness of heart adheres to the
teachings of tradition and to the beliefs of the people.

It was this oscillation between irreconcilable stand-
points and this want of inner contentment which prevent-
ed Euripides, in spite of his manifold culture and of his
decided tendency towards teaching others, from becoming
even in his own sense a true instructor of the people.
In the end, there remained nothing for him but to recom-
mend a certain middle course; but such a system for the
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conduct of life as this, the meagre result of long years of
study, was naturally ill-suited to warm the hearts of men.
Euripides lacked the inner illumination of the mind
which marks out the born poet, and thus he offered an in-
stance of the truth of Pindar’s words: “ A master is he,
who is wise by nature; inborn greatness begets the power
of accomplishing glorious works. He who clings to what
he has learnt from others, staggers with uncertain step on
a darkling path, and wearies himself in vain with artifices
innumerable.”*
Hisinnove. VVhen the poet is without the genuine
tlons. sources of inspiration, the decay of art must
likewise show itself by outward symptoms. Thus, not-
withstanding the expenditure of inventive power in the
plays of Euripides, we find them wanting in a lucid and
logical development; the significance of the whole is
postponed to that of the details; the centre of gravity
mostly lies in individual problems and in their skilful so-
lution, in individual psychological developments and cli-
maxes of sensation; thus scene succeeds scene, without
any connexion of inner necessity subsisting between them,
a3 in the works of Sophocles. Nor did Euripides mature
all his pieces with loving carefulness. His high natural
ability allowed him to write rapidly ; and thus he often
trenched upon the limits of a technical skill rather me-
chanical than artistic. If a subject was insufficient in ex-
tent, he combined several actions together, in which it is
extremely difficult to recognize a unity, as e. g. in the He-
cuba. While he rejects the simple course of the tradi-
tional narrative, he finds himself unable to conduct to its
conclusion after a natural fashion, the complication which
Le has himself invented. In such cases some outward de-
vice is needed to untie the knot; and for this purpose
Euripides resorts to the expedient of causing, towards the

* Hipp. 607: % yA&oo' dudpox’, # 3 ¢phv dwiporos; cf. Nugelsbach, Nack.
domer. Theol. 439. The Bacchs were posed in Macedonia.—Pind. Nem. iii.
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end of a piece, a God to appear in the air, who announces
the will of destiny to the helpless hero, and, by virtue of a
higher authority, gives a calming conclusion to the action.
This is the “ Deus ex machind,” as he was called, on ac-
count of the machinery upon which he was borne aloft,
and he in truth constituted a decidedly external artifice
for terminating the halting action of a play. Similarly,
Euripides introduced an invention for the opening of his
pieces, which at the first glance distinguishes them from
those of the older masters. These placed the spectator at
once in the midst of the events, as to the connexion of
which a familiar knowledge might be universally pre-
sumed. FEuripides, on the other hand, in order to pass
quickly to the scenes wherein he could unfold his power
of exposition, made a single character come forward, who
gave a clear summary of the state of affairs up to the
point where the action of the drama opened. This was an
invention very natural in a poet who, as against the older
masters, claimed the advantage of clear intelligibility ;
and it was at the same time a convenient artifice for
evading the more difficult task of a dramatic construction
perspicuous in itself, and for arriving from the outset at
an understanding with the public concerning the form of
the particular myth, which he often very arbitrarily al-
tered. On the other hand, this innovation was assuredly
no poetic gain. For, instead of the spectator being any
longer in a fresh and lively manner placed in the midst of
the course of the drama, the Prologue formed a strange
and jejune addition, standing outside the organism of the
tragedy and disturbing its unity. Moreover, these intro-
ductions, while hastily stringing together well-known
events, were apt to degenerate into the monotonous and
perfunctory manner of a trivial story-teller, and thus es-
sentially to contribute to deprive the tragedies of their
grandeur and dignity. ‘

This thorough dislocation of the dramatic organism of
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tragedy could not fail also to affect the treatment of
the chorus. Hitherto the latter had formed the neces-
sary background to the action of the play, and the in-
dispensable accompaniment of the Heroes, of - whom
it was difficult to conceive otherwise than as sur-
rounded by personages belonging to the same sphere as
themselves. A surrounding of this description was un-
necessary and inappropriate in the case of the leading
personages of Euripides ; indeed, by him the chorus was
in truth regarded as an unwelcome extraneous addition ;
accordingly, he employs it for delighting the public
during the pauses of the action by lyric songs, for the
composition of which he was by no means unqualified by
natural gifts. But these songs more and more lost their
connexion with the general course of the play ; as a rule,
they treat subjects of general interest; and are frequently
mere texts for music, such as a poet might, as the fancy
seized him, write in advance and hold in readiness, so as
incidentally to insert them in one or the other play.*
But, while Lyric Poetry forfeited its importance in its
original place, it assumed an all the more ambitious
prominence elsewhere—not in -the orchestra, but on the
stage itself. For, in proportion as the poet sought to ex-
hibit and assert the spiritual life of his individual per-
sonages in accordance with the character of his times and
of his own idiosyncrasy, he was naturally inclined to give
expression in lyrical recitation also to the mental phases
of his stage-heroes. And this he accordingly did on an
extensive scale, by interrupting, in such passages as in-
troduce the climax of passionate emotion, the iambic
speeches, and inserting longer pieces to be sung, after the

* That Euripides was not always facile in composition is attested by the
not improbable anecdote in Valer. Max. iii. 7, text. The * Deus ez machina"
occurs in S8ophocles also (according to Bergk, Soph. xxxviii., in imitation of
Euripides), in the case of a “nodus vindice deo dignus.” Cf. H. Abeken, Trag
L3eung ém Philoktet des 8. (Berlin, 1860). The prologues are criticised in

Aristoph. Bas. 1200,
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manner of arias, where the chief personages of his plays
express their sentiments with the full force of passion.
His actors were specially trained to produce songs of this
kind, which were accompanied by pantomimic dance-
movements, with masterly skill; and their very novelty
sufficed to make a great impression upon the Attic public.
Hence Euripides took no small pride in these “mono-
dies ;” and Aristophanes makes him say, that by means
of them, Tragedy, which he had caused to grow lean, was
fed up into new vigor—. e. that by these songs he made
good the loss which would otherwise have occurred in
significance and dignity. But neither in this respect was
the innovation tantamount to a progress. For it was
based on a destruction of the ancient system, and on a
mingling of the several, rigorously distinguished, species
of poetic recitation. The actors became bravour-singers ;
recitation degenerated into a dithyrambic ecstasy; and
because at this point passion was most unfettered, so at
this point too the discipline of ancient art was most
thoroughly broken; the rhythms flowed through one
another without any rule ; and this necessarily prevented
the maintenance of a clear sequence of thought.*
Altogether, there exists no more accurate p, . .
standard by which to estimate the difference novelties.
between the old and the new age, than the treatment of
the rhythms. The old age demanded the subordination
of the emotional meaning of each passage under a rigor-
ously measured form; and its art triumphed in allowing
living ideas to develop themselves in natural freedom
notwithstanding the form imposed upon them. Upon this -
subjection of ideas to discipline rested the moral force of
poetry, and its significance for state and people, a8 evinced
by it, particularly in choral song. The period in which
choral lyric verse attained to its full and legitimate de-
velopment, was simultaneously the age when the life of

® "Avérpedor povgdiais: Ar. Ran. 944. A parody of the monodies: . 1330
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the Greek communities, as such, flourished—the age to
which belonged the men of Marathon; and choral song
served for the youth of the country as a school not only
of artistic culture, but also of civic order, of morality
and of patriotism. The chorus itself was an ideal type
of the community ; for, in the one as in the other, the in-
dividual desires to be nothing but a member of the whole
body, and knows of no higher duty than that of rightly
filling the place which he occupies. The new age would
have nothing to say to such a discipline as this; neither
in political life, where the supremacy of the laws was dis-
regarded, in order that the popular community might ex-
ercise an unbounded sway according to the changing
humor of the hour, nor in public education, of which the
ancient ordinances fell more and more into neglect,—nor
again in art.

Themodern ADd here it was the dithyramb which
dithyramb.  gtruck the key-note of the new age (vol. ii. p.
573). For, after Pindar had lived to show how the full
splendor of the dithyrambic song might well be united to
a close observation of the laws of rhythm, the younger
generation of poets neglected these, in order to free a
loftier flight of thought from a burdensome fetter. The
regular return of the strophse, which prevented a lawless
outflow of emotion, was abandoned ; the poets delighted
in a variegated sequence of different kinds of verse, and
thought thereby to have gained a victory for the freedom
of the intellect. But experience proved that no greater
depth of meaning was attained by this absence of form.
On the contrary, the new poets sank more and more into
the manner of prose diction, from which they differed
only by unnatural turns of expression and by forced
figures of speech.

This fashion befell the cyclic chorus (as the dithyrambs
were called, to distinguish them from the quadrilaterally-
arranged chorus of tragedy) already during the former
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half of the war, when Melanippides of Melos Mela:
was the most famous master of this species of pides,
composition. The same style was continued

by Cinesias, whose hollow pathos is derided Cineeiss,
by Aristophanes, and whose outward appearance—a tall,
thin, and impotent figure—likewise contrasted with that
of the ancient masters; and after him with particular
success by Philoxenus of Cythera, who from
being a slave raised himself to the highest
honors of a far-famed dithyrambic poet.*

As artificiality increased, the firmly-riveted organism
of earlier art lost more and more of its cohesion; the
consciousness of a close connexion vanished, and with it
the readiness on the part of the one art to serve the other.
The flute-player was no longer content to be a mere as-
sistant, but aspired to be an independent artist. The solo-
voices came forward more prominently out of the song of
the chorus with longer passages of their own; and so ut-
terly was the dignity of art forgotten, that attempts were
made to imitate in the dithyrambs the thunder of the
tempest, the rush of the rivers, and the voices of animals.

The impulse given by the dithyramb exercised an effect
upon the remaining species of poetry, because everywhere
there existed the same tendency towards es- ., ges in
caping from the traditional rules. Agathon the arte of
introduced artificial trickery into the drama.

His natural effeminacy caused him to entertain a predilec-
tion for lyric poetry, and he found it all the more easy to
adopt the modern rhythms, since he treated his choral ly-
rics simply as pleasant passages for singing. He there-
fore in versification, and in music also, departed from the
sobriety of the old school, introducing preludes and orna-

Philoxenus.

* As to Melanippides: Suidas; Aristot. Rhet. {ii. 9, 6, p. 125, 8 (éraforal
d&rnl 1oy érruwoTpodidr). As to Clnesias: Meineke, Com. 1. 228. Philoxenus in
Attic captivity in consequence of the taking of Cythera (¢f. vol. lil. p. 160);
BovAwy, Hesych. Athen. 643d.
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ments, employing artificial modulations of the voice and
similar devices, in order to delight the ear of a multitude
hankering after novelty. Thus light and loose dance-
rhythms came into fashion, such as Carcinus had brought
upon the stage : it was a kind of ballet, the supreme art-
istic resources of which consisted in piroueties, in tripping
double-quick movements, and in twirlings of the legs.
This new Orchestic art was, in the instance of the family
of Carcinus, exposed with deep indignation by Comedy, in
order that the decay of the noble art might be clearly dis-
played.* But the change which had come over the artistic
taste of the Greeks was most perceptible of all in music.

Music is essentially the most delicate and
sensitive of all arts: it is more than any other
affected by every change in the current of the times, be-
cause it has the least power of resistance to oppose to
them. Music above all the sister-arts served to educate
the young, and to furnish a sure standard for the moral
bearing of the community, and thus became the object of
the most careful cultivation and superintendence on the
part of the state, in whose interest it specially lay, that
music should be preserved in harmony with the existing
constitution. The salutary power of a well-ordered art of
music, and the dangers of a degenerate one which should
mistake its task, have nowhere found a more thorough
appreciation than in Greece.

and of music.

The fundamental law of music was the preponderant
significance of the words. Music is the bearer of the
words uttered by the poet; it is her function to vivify
these by melody and harmony, to prepare their effect, to
give strength to the impression which they create, and
permanence vo the significance which they possess. For
this reason song is the most important part of music; but

® Qaroinus: Ar. Vesp, 1601 ; Meineke, Com. 1. 513.
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even in song the unisono of the chorus is chief, in order
that the words may obtain their due as clearly as possi-
ble, and that their meaning may be asserted, not as the
sentiments of an individual, but as the conviction of a
community. We have already seen how changes were
made at this point, with the intention of affording more
space to the artistic skill of the individual, by the intro-
duction of solo-singing on the stage; and "it is easily ex-
plicable how the desire for greater freedom of movement
should have pre-eminently asserted itself in music, be-
" cause no other art is better adapted for giving the direct-
est expression to human emotion, and because in no other
had there prevailed more restriction and subordination
than in this. For music was not only an entirely sub-
servient art, an assistant of poetry, but, even within its
own sphere, instrumental music again occupied a tho-
roughly subordinate position. Within these narrow bounds
this art had indeed attained to an uncommonly full de-
velopment ; nor assuredly was more brilliant proof any-
where given of the delicate artistic sense of the Hellenes,
which shows itself in their ability to achieve great results
with small means, than in their music. They succeeded
in presenting on the seven-stringed cither an admirable
variety of tones and scales, and in thus producing the
greatest effects upon the mind. Yet it was precisely in
this department of art that the limited nature of the ex-
isting resources, and the inconvenience of the traditional
ordinances, were most vividly felt ; and for this reason it
was here that the spirit of the times, in its revolt against
all restricting ordinances, was busiest and most effective.

The new rhythms of Agathon were specially calculated
for the music of the flute. The latter was more indepen-
dent than that of stringed instruments ; it was . .
able to serve as a substitute for the human  theflute,
voice, which it was unable harmoniously to follow; so
that the attempt to subordinate or co-ordinate the flute to
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singing had been relinquished, after it had been made, at
Delphi. In this kind of music, therefore, a greater
measure of liberty had already been granted; in addition
to which, the flute of the ancients was pre-eminently effec-
tive in exciting the emotions and expressing passion.
The flute was the instrument of the worship of Dionysus;
in it ecstatic sentiment found its natural expression; so
that it specially commended itself to the tendencies of
modern art.

and of the But neither was the innovating spirit of the
cither. age to be withstood by the music of the cither,
—that chaste music of the Apolline religion, which allow-
ed a prevalence to song, and would allow of no emotions
incapable of finding an expression in clear words. This
branch too was seized by the restlessness of the times, and
experienced an essential transformation, taking its direc-
tion from the very locality where the art of music had re-
ceived the laws acknowledged in Hellas,—viz., the island
of Lesbos. Here the race of Terpander still flourished,
a guild of singers, who, in the spirit of their ancestor,
diligently pursued the cultivation of song and cither. A
famous master belonging to this family school
was Aristoclides, who also came before the pub-
lic at Athens, and attracted to himself artists of high talent ;
so that it became an epoch in the further development of
the art of music, when the young Lesbian Phrynis became
his pupil, and was by him formed into an eminent cither-
player.*

Aristoclides.

In the earlier times the rivalry of virtuos: was
thrown into the background by choral song;
but already in the days of Pericles the former asserted it-
self, as is proved by the construction of the Attic Odeum,
designed for the production of the performances of indi-
viduals before a smaller public. Phrynis himself is said
to have gained the first victory in the musical contest at

* Aristoclides: Schol. ad Ar. Nub. 968.

Phrynis.
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the Panathenza. From this time the connexion between
the several arts became less close in this field also, and it
was Phrynis, above all, who renounced the school of
Terpander, abandoned the strict rules of ancient compo-
sition, gave a more independent movement to the music of
the cither by the side of poetry, and attached more weight
to brilliant skill in the management of the fingersand the
voice; from the earlier school of singers he came forth as
a virtuoso on the cither, and found numerous followers
in this new art, which was received with great applause.*
Of course attempts were hereupon also made to increase
the simple resources of the art, in order to secure its
claims to an independent position ; and invention used its
utmost endeavors to produce in the treatment of stringed
instruments whatever might seize upon the soul, gratify
the ear, elicit applause and excite wonder. The first
efforts of Phrynis in this direction were continued by
Timotheus, the son of Thersander. He wasa ., ..
man of brilliant natural endowments, who
came over from Miletus to Hellas, in order to domesticate
there, in the place of the art of song, which was already
growing obsolete, the new style of music with its new
instruments and rhythms. He composed musical works,
in which (as their titles, Niobe, the Persians, Nauplius, &c.,
indicate) mythology and history were represented, in a
variegated mixture of manifold forms of art: epic recita-
tion, arias and choral songs, poetry, pantomime, dance and
music being combined into a brilliant general effect.
But the innovations of Timotheus met with . 4

a far more obstinate resistance in Hellas than musicand
he had anticipated. At Sparta in particular,
the Apolline music, as it had been regulated by statutes

¢ Phrynis éxl KeAAlov dpxorros (Ol 1xxi. 1; B 0. 456): Schol.; probably
this should be KaAAudyov (Ol. l1xxxiil. 3; ».0. 446): Meier, Panath. 286. O.
Muller, Hisk. of Gr. IAt., vol. i1. p. T8, Note [Engl. Tr.]; Volkmann sd Plut. de

mes, p. TI. Plut. 6: 3 xard Téprardpor xibapydia péxpe Tis Spvrilos YPuxiag
warredivg dwAj 15 odoe Sueréder. Westphal, Harmonik, p. 97.
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emanating from Delphi, was so closely connected with the
laws of the state and with religious orthodoxy, that who-
ever wished to introduce into it arbitrary changes, was
regarded as the most dangerous of heresiarchs. More seve-
rity was exercised, and more sensitiveness displayed, on this
head than with regard to the most important fundamental
laws of the state; for it was deemed the mark of a pro-
perly-trained Spartan, that he was able on the spot to dis-
tinguish between good music and bad; and the latter
epithet was given to any kind which excited the senses
and debilitated the mind. All such it was thought neces-
sary to ward off like infectious poison. The sevenfold -
number of the strings of the instrument, and its entire
arrangement, were likewise at Sparta deemed to be matters
consecrated by ancient custom and by law. But even
the Athenians were strict on this head, and faithful to
ancient usage; they too had ancient statutes, which 4ixed
the several species of music and imposed penalties upon &
mixture of them.*

Hence the obstinate struggle between the old music
and the new. Not only were the supernumerary strings
added to the cither by Phrynis and Timotheus officially
removed again at Sparta, but at Athens too the innovators
were exposed to violent invective ; and while they designed
to free music from antique restrictions and thus to raise it
to a new perfection, they were on the other side accused
of desecrating the noble art, and their activity was re-
garded as a sin against the Hellenic nation, and as a
blameworthy defection from ancestral usage. In former
times, to be sure, says Aristophanes, had the Attic boys
dared to deface pure song by such artificial flourishes,
roulades and cadences, as the school of Phrynis has

¢ Plut. de Legg.730; O. Miller, Dorians, {i. 332 [Engl. Tr.]. As to the
enlargement of the ancient heptachord see Westphal, u.s, p. 95. The
“Spartan decree™ against Timotheus, ap. Boethius, de mus. i. 1. Philologus,
xix, 308,
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brought into fashion, they would have been whipped as
offenders who dishonored the Muse. In the Chiron
(ascribed to Pherecrates, or perhaps more properly to
Nicomachus), Dame Music appeared on the stage as having
suffered shameful ill-treatment, and related her whole
woful history. First, she complains of Melanippides and
his twelve accursed strings; next Cinesias the scoundrel,
she gays, fell upon her, “and worried me so terribly with
“the twists and the turns of his strophse, that in the
¢ dithyrambus, what ought to have been on the right side,
“ came to be placed on the left. But even he was far
“from being the worst. No; Phrynis came next, and
“ twined in his shakes and roulades, and bent and twisted
“ me quite to pieces, in order to force a dozen harmonies
“into five strings. He, however, afterwards repented apd
“mended his ways. But Timotheus—alas, dear public!
“It was he who treated me worst of all, and entirely
“ ruined me, miserable woman.” ¢ Timotheus?—what
“ Timotheus was that?’ ¢ Why, no other than the slave
“ from Miletus; he tousled me far worse than all the rest
“ together, he dragged me through the labyrinth of notes,
“ deprived me e’en of my last ounce of force, and by his
“ dozen strings I am undone!”

Thus it is in the art of music that the decisive revolu-
tion in Greek national feeling, the change in taste and
moral bearing, the entire contrast between the old and the
new, most distinctly present themselves to us; it is here
that war is most openly declared to tradition, and that we
find two schools of art of abeolutely contradictory and
irreconcilable tendencies. In the ancient times rhythm
ruled the Music arts; it was the law which the words of
poetry, the sounds of music and the movements of the
Orchestic art obeyed ; to it classical art owed its clear-
ness, its happy order and its serious bearing ; by it, tran-
quillity in movement was assured, and thought acquired
the sway over emotion. This rhythm was the expression
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of a healthy and well-ordered moral condition, and the
mark of internal tranquillity and security. It was ac-
oordingly unable to maintain itself in art, after the life
of men had become a different one; and for this reason
the decay of the old style of music was immediately fol-
lowed by a decay in the life of the community.
Timothens  Furipides had himself fallen under the in-
s fluence of the innovations introduced into the
treatment of rhythms and music. He was
one of the many who admired the art of Timotheus, with
whom he was personally intimate. When Timotheus was
perplexed by the obstinate protests opposed to him, Euri-
pides endeavored to console him by the assurance that the
time was no longer distant when he would rule the stage.
Apd in truth Timotheus was destined to enjoy his fame
for a longer season, and in fuller measure, than Euripides.
For music had more resources at its command, by which
to offer new attractions as a compensation for the lost dig-
nity of the ancient school of art. On the stage, on the
other hand, it was less posssible to mistake the mag-
nitude of the loss, when the old masters were compared
with the present, without any new results being obtain-
able which could be regarded as in an equal degree satis-
factory.
R Elﬁior. ;.re tmcesth want"m.g in the tragedies of
Tastot drama: pides, that the spirit of the age came to
to poetry.  command him more and more, and to carry
him away with it. For while in his earlier plays—in the
Medea, the Hecuba, the Hippolytus, the Andromache, the
Alcestis—we find stricter principles observed, in the later
an increasing negligence is perceptible. The versification
becomes less solid and careful, and the long syllables in
the iambus are more frequently broken up. In the ar-
rangement of the dialogue too, and in the longer speeches
corresponding to one another, the earlier tragedies exhibit
8 certain artistic symmetry, which is absent from those of
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a later date. It may be shown with much probability
that the period in which the poet relinquished the severer
style in composition and versification falls about the 89th
Olympiad,—. e. about the time when, after the peace of
Nicias, Alcibiades became the leader of the state, and
carried it away into the uncertain courses of his political
schemes.*

In Alcibiades, that which made the restrictions of usage
unbearable to him, seemed to be a superabundance of
force; and the same appeared to be the casc with the
artists of genius, who desired in their sphere to open the
path for a freer movement. But in truth this apparent
wealth of force was nothing but a weakness, inasmuch as
the highest kind of force, that of self-control, was want-
ing. Thus it was indeed possible to burst asunder the
ancient moulds, but no new formations developed them-
selves; a perpetual oscillation ensued between that ab-
sence of form which genius affects, and an artificiality
of the tamest description. We see the ancient ordinances,
which the reflecting strength of the Hellenes had esta-
blished in political life and in art alike, perishing sim-
ultaneously ; and, amidst this dissolution, the creations
of the Greeks also forfeited their genuinely national char-
acter.

This estrangement of art from its na- [,
tional character, which from the Hellenic of Euripides

upon su

standpoint could only be viewed as a degene- guent gene-
ration, was, notwithstanding, the point to
which the significance of Euripides in the history of the
progress of civilization attaches itself. For, inasmuch as
during an age extremely unfavorable to poetic creations,
while acting himself in the spirit of that age and by
means of its resources, he made it possible to preserve
® As to the epochs of style in metre and composition, see G. Hermann,

Md.ldrﬁ,p.l?s H.Hlml de Eurip. in comp. div. arte, p. 2. The use
of the troch .6 tetr t frequent after the 91st Olympiad.
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dramatic art alive among the Athenians, and this with so
much success as to enable him to maintain a place by the
side of Sophocles, and to be acknowledged by Sophocles
as a master of his art, he formed the transition from the
classical into the following period, and acquired a literary
importance extending far beyond the immediate present.
The real classics, such as Pindar, Aschylus, and Sopho-
cles, are only to be thoroughly understood and appreciated
by contemporaries, or by those who by study accommo-
date to them their whole way of thinking: so closely was
their heart interwoven with the public life and the moral
standpoint of their age. Euripides, on the other hand, by
the very circumstance that he put an end to the severe
style of earlier art, stepped forth from the narrower sphere
of the merely popular; he asserted the purely human mo-
tives of feeling which find a response in every breast,
hence his clearness and intelligibility; hence, without
presuming any special interest in the subjects derived from
mythology or claiming a higher strain upon the intellec-
tual powers, he satisfies the demands which men at all
times and in all places make upon the drama. He is at
once interesting and entertaining, terrific, and affecting;
he offers a wealth of thoughts and reflections, which come
home and are of importance to every one, and is a poet
for every educated man who understands the language in
which he writes. For the same reason, too, he was able
to affect the minds of the foremost among his contempo-
raries, such as Socrates; and the language of the Attic
stage, as he developed it, became the standard for the
drama, so that even Aristophanes was obliged to confess,
that in this respect he stood under the influence of Euri-
pides. For the same reason he also pointed out its path
to plastic art, and showed it how it could do new and
important things afer the age of Phidias; and therefore,
though in his lifetime he had been unable to prevail
against the still acknowledged tradition of earlier art, he
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filled the world with his fame after his death, and found
numerous followers among the poets, who made use of the
Greek myths in order to obtain dramatic effects of univer-
sal human significance. In this importance of Euripides
for the general history of the world lies a certain consola-
tion for those who are unable to contemplate without
painful sympathy the long and laborious, but dark and
embittered, life of the poet, who was himself never cheered
by a full enjoyment of his poetic calling.

Externally, the organism of ancient tragedy was re-
tained unchanged ; tetralogies were acted as of old, be-
cause this had once for all come to be the form, conse-
crated by usage, of the poetic competition at the great
festivals of Dionysus at Athens. But since Sophocles
had begun to dissolve the connexion between the plays
produced together, so that each of them constituted a
poetic whole in itself, this method of proceeding, so far as
it can be perceived, remained the rule for his contempo-
raries and successors. In proportion as the interest grew
faint in the subjects of the myths, it became desirable for
the dramatist to devote his whole art to the single plays.
Hereby a greater popularity was preserved to the drama,
inasmuch as a greater variety of enjoyment was offered
to the curiosity of the multitude, while at the same time
the repetition of the tragedies was facilitated on smaller
stages and on occasions of less important festivities. On
this head, too, Euripides appears to have attempted an
innovation, when in his Alcestis (acted as the fourth play
in the competition of Ol lxxxv. 2, B. c. 438) he produced
a piece designed as a substitute for the satyr-drama, which
according to its traditional manner offered only a very
limited field of operation to the poet, and required a
fresh, natural humor, such as Euripides had not at his
command. The Alcestis is neither a tragedy nor a satyr-
drama, but a composition of a new species, where a
Ppleasant turn is given to a tragic subject, and where thus
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the desire of the Attic public, to recreate itself by means
of a merry afterpiece, after the agitating effect of the
tragedies, was gratified. But neither was this attempt, to
create 8 new form of art within the organism of tragedy,
made in any genuinely serious spirit, or with any lasting
success.
Comedy. Comedy was best able to maintain itself—
comedy which, throughout the entire period of
good fortune and ill, followed with its clear glance
the life of the Attic people. And it is sufficiently remark-
able that it was precisely for comedy that was reserved
the task of withstanding with heart and soul the prevailing
love of innovation, and of coming forward as the cham-
pion, on the Attic stage, of what was good in the old times.
Immediately before the fall of Athens we find the comic
poets still engaged in a violent contest against the abuses
of political life and the misdoings of the demagogues,
Cleophon (cf. vol. iii. pp. 500, 558) is unsparingly at-
tacked in the same year, Ol. xciii. 4 (8.c. 405), by Plato
and Aristophanes. After the fall of the city, political
opposition ceased, and the poets retreated to a field where
the contest was less bitter and exciting, attacking no
longer the civic community and its popular leaders, but
the public and the poets whom it favored. They opposed
with special acrimony the dithyrambic poets, who thrust
themselves forward after so intolerably self-conceited a
fashion with their formless artificialities. The dithyram-
bic poets in their turn took their revenge by endeavoring
to deprive comedy of the subsidy reaching it from the
state. In this they succeeded all the more easily, because
the times were little favorable to the encouragement of
merry festive plays, while in consequence of the general
impoverishment the choruses were from year to year more
and more neglected ; already in the year of the battle of
the Arginuse it had been necessary to institute the prac-
tice, of two choregi furnishing a chorus in common (cf
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vol. ii. p. 526). This practice it was contrived to keep up
even after the year of Euclides, until the dithyrambic poet
Cinesias, who had been most exposed to the wanton attacks
of the stage, introduced a law, whereby the public expen-
diture on the comic drama was restricted to such a degree
that it had to renounce the chorus altogether. Comedy
hurled the bolts of its wrath against this evil-doer.
Strattis wrote a special play, the Choricide, against
Cinesias ; but this contest against the unkind- =
nges in
ness of the times was in vain. The choral comedy.
songs, written in connexion with the stage-play and
practiced by the actors for its production, above all the
terrible parabases, were abolished, and dances and light
pieces of music inserted in their stead. The entire
branch of art, the most characteristic production of Attic
popular life, lost its former significance, and thus, about
the 97th Olympiad (B.c. 390), Old Comedy was gradu-
ally transformed into New. But so long as the former
continued to exist, it remained true to its mission of doing
battle against all mistaken tendencies of the age. Thus,
after already Cratinus in his Panopte had lashed the
Sophists in a body, as the ultra-clever, all-seeing, and
omniscient ones, there followed a series of comedies,
which chiefly occupied themselves with the state of litera-
ture and with the growth of a false taste; such as the
Muse and Tragedi of Phrynichus, the Frogs and Amphi-
araus of Aristophanes, and lastly, the same author’s Gery-
tades, in which he exhibited the bankruptcy of dramatic
poetry at Athens, as confessed by the poets themselves.
Most assuredly this contest was not without its effect in
animating the sympathy with genuine art and keeping
alive respect for the ancient masters; but Comedy could
do nothing more than hold a mirror up to the age, and in-
sist upon the difference between the present and the past,
at the utmost arousing in its spectators the repugnance
by which it was itself pervaded against the new tenden-
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cies of the times; but it too was unable to point out a new
path to Attic art, or to fill up the void of the age.*

Such was the condition of the poetic art at Athens. It
maintained itself for a season at its full height, even af-
ter the symmetry of public life had been destroyed,—but
only in the works of Sophocles, who continued to live in
the spirit of the Periclean age. After his death poetry,
like music, was seized by the same current which dissolved
the foundations of the people’s life, and which swept away
the soil wherein the emotions of the classical period had
been rooted. Accordingly in these times of general oscil-
lation poetry was unable to supply a moral anchorage;
the old perished, but the modern age with all its readiness
in thought and speech was incapable of creating a new
art as a support to its children. In the same way the
faith of former generations had been cast aside like anti-
quated household gear, but without any other assurance
of morality, without any other impulse towards the vir-
tues indispensable for the life of the community having
been obtained in its stead. The need of & regeneration
was acknowledged ; serious endeavors were made to intro-
duce improvements and order ; but political reforms could
not heal such wounds as these, or furnish a new basis for
the commonweal. What was required was, that men
should arrive at a clear consciousness of the mazes of er-
ror into which the modern free-thinking had led; that
they should turn back, and train up a new generation, in
which the virtues of a god-fearing loyalty and truthful-
ness should again take root, that the building-up of a hap-
pier Athens should be begun from below. This was a
long and arduous path to the goal, and one which ill com-
mended itself to the self-conceit of the highly educated
Athenians ;—but there was no other.

® Close of the Old Comedy: Cobet, Plat. 48, 148; Boeckh, Publ. Eo. of Ath.
vol. {i. p. 218 [Eng. Tr.]; K. F. Hermann, Ges. Abkandl 41,61. Both means

and patience were wanting for the drilling of the choruses, which might
require months.
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But in order to lead into this path, and to 1, vk of
make manifest the necessity of a moral reno- Pphilosophy.
vation, which should be achieved in the moral being of
every individual, there was needed a man of the pro-
phetic class, who should clearly recognize the aberrations
of the age, but at the same time himself stand above it,
who should be in possession of the intellectual resources
demanded for a struggle against these errors, and who
should, lastly, be so assured of his mission to save and
help, that he should be unselfishly ready to live and to
die for it. Such a man the Athenians had among them ;
it was no other than that very Socrates, of whose doings
in politics and society we have already on several occa-
sions taken note (vol. iii. pp. 299, 544).

If we contemplate Bocrates in his whole o ..
way of living and being, (and in truth no the son of Bo-
other personage of Greek antiquity is so dis- gorn
tinctly brought before our eyes), it seems to (¢ 407\
us, in the first place, as if at Athens he were g{- xev. 1
not in his natural place; so foreign to Athens
are his ways, and so dissociated from it is his whole indivi-
duality. He cannot be fitted into any class of Athenian
civil society, and is to be measured by no such standard as
we apply to his fellow-citizens. He is one of the poorest
of all the Athenians, and yet he passes with a proud step
through the streets of the city, and confronts the richest
and best-born as their equal ; his ungainly and neglected
exterior makes him an object of public derision, and yet
he exerciges an unexampled influence upon high and low,
upon learned and unlearned, alike. He is a master both
of thought and of speech, yet at the same time an oppo-
nent on principle of those who were the instructors of the
Athenians in both; he is a man of free-thought, who al-
lows nothing to remain untested, and yet he is more dili-
gent in offering sacrifices than any of his neighbors; he
venerates the oracles and reposes a simple faith in many
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things which the age laughs at as nursery-tales ; he blames
without reticence the dominion of the multitude, and yet
is an adversary of oligarchs. Entirely his own master,
he thinks differently from all other Athenians; he goes
his own path, without troubling himself about public opi-
nion; and 8o long a8 he remains in harmony with him-
gelf, no contradiction, no hostile attack, no derision vexes
his soul. Such a man as this seemed in truth to have
been transplanted into the midst of Athens as it were
from some other world.

And yet, unique in his kind as this Socrates was, we
are unable on closer examination to mistake him for
aught but a genuine Athenian. Such he was in his whole
intellectual tendency, in his love of talk and skill in talk
—growths impossible in any but Athenian air—in the de-
licate wit with which he contrived to combine the serious
and the sportive, and in his unflagging search after a deep
connexion between action and knowledge. He was a
genuine Athenian of the ancient stamp, when with in-
flexible courage he stood forth as the champion of the
laws of the state against all arbitrary interference, and in
the field shrank from no danger or hardship. He knew
and loved the national poets; but, above all, it is in his
indefatigable impulse towards culture that we recognize
the true sor of his native city. Herein lay a spiritual af-
finity between him and the noblest among the Athenians,
a Solon and a Pericles. Socrates, like Solon, thought that
no man is too old to learn, that to learn and to know is
not a schooling for life, but life itself, and that which
alone gives to life its value. To become by knowledge
better from day to day, and to make others better, ap-
peared to both to be the real duty of man. Beth found
the one true happiness in the health of the soul, whese
greatest unhappiness they held to lie in wrong and igno-

rance.
Thus, with all his originality, Socrates most decidedly




Caar. 1) Athens after her Restoration. 129

stood on the basis of Attic culture ; and if it is taken into
consideration, that the most celebrated representatives of
Sophistry and the tendencies akin to it all came from
abroad, e. g. Protagoras from Abdera, Prodicus from Ceos,
Diagoras from Melos, it may fairly be affirmed, that as
against these foreign teachers the best principles of Attic
wisdom found their representative in Socrates, Far, how-
ever, from merely recurring to the ancient foundations of
patriotic sentiment, fallen into neglect to the great loss of
the state, and from opposing himself on an inflexible defen-
sive to the movement of the age, he rather stood in the
very midst of it, and merely sought to lead it to other
and higher ends. What he desired, was not a turning
back, but a progress in knowledge beyond that which the
most sagacious teachers of wisdom offered. For this
reason he was able to unite in himself elements which
seemed to others irreconcilably contradictory; and upon
this conception was based what most distinguished him
above all his fellow-countrymen, the lofty freedom and
independence of his mind. Thus, without becoming dis-
loyal to his home, he was able to rise above the restric-
tions of customary ideas, which he most notably achieved
by making himself perfectly independent of all external
things, in the midst of a people which worshipped the
beauty of outward appearance, and by attaching value
exclusively to the possessions which are within, and to
moral life. For this reason too his personal ugliness, the
broad face with the snub-nose, thick lips and prominent
eyes, was & characteristic feature of his individuality,
because it testified against the traditional assumption of a
necessary union between physical and intellectual excel-
lence, because it proved that even in a form like that of
Silenus there might dwell a spirit like that of Apollo, and
thus conduced to a loftier conception of the being of man.
Thus he belonged to his people and to his age, but stood
above both; and such a man the Athenians needed, in
6*
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order to find the path, whereon it was possible to pene-
trate through the conflict of opinions to a moral assurance,
and to reach a happiness containing its own warrant.

Bocrates appears before us as an individuality complete
and perfect, of which the gradual development continues
to remain a mystery. Its real germ, however, doubtless
lies in the desire for knowledge, which was innate in him
with peculiar strength. This desire would not allow him
to remain under pupilage to his father; it drove him forth
out of the narrow workshop into the streets and the open
places of the city, where in those days every kind of cul-
ture, art and science, was offered in rich abundance; for
at the time when Socrates was in his twentieth year, Pericles
stood at the height of his splendid activity, which the son
of a sculptor might be supposed to have had occasion fully
to appreciate. The youthful Socrates, however, brought
with him out of his father’s house a certain one-sided,
and so to speak bourgeots, tendency, 1. e. a sober, homely
sense for the practically useful, which would not allow
itself to be dazzled by splendor and magnificence. Ac-
cordingly, he passed with tolerable indifference by the
much-admired works of art with which the city was at that
time filled ; for the ideal efforts of the Periclean age he
lacked comprehension, nor do the tragedies of a Sophocles
appear to have exercised much attraction upon him. If
there was onesidedness in this, on the other hand it bore
good fruit, in so far as it confirmed the independence
of his judgment, and enabled him to recognize and combat
the defects and diseases from which Athens suffered even
in the midst of her glories.

But, although the son of Sophroniscus car-
ried the idea of the practically useful into the
domain of science, he gave to it in this so deep and grand
« significance, that for him it again became an impulse
towards searching with - unflagging zeal for all real means
of culture offered by Athens; for he felt the impossibility

His activity.
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of satisfactorily responding to the moral tasks which most
immediately await man, without the possession of a con-
nected knowledge. Thus he eagerly associated with men
and women, esteemed as highly-cultured; he listened to
the lectures of the Sophists; acquainted himself with the
writings of the earlier philosophers, which he found to be
still of vital effect upon his contemporaries; thoroughly
studied with friends desirous of self-improvement the
works of Heraclitus and Anaxagoras ; and in this constant
intercourse he gradually became himself another man, 1. e.
he grew conscious of the unsatisfactory standpoint of the
wisdom of the teachers of the day, as well as conscious
of his own aims and mission. For, in putting questions
of a kind which could meet with no reply, and in search-
ing for deeper things than could be offered to him by his
hearers, he gradually became himself the person from
whom the impulse proceeded, and from whom in the end was
expected an answer to the questions which had remained
unsolved. He, the seeker after instruction, became the
centre of a circle of younger men, who were enthusiasti-
cally attached to him. In how high a degree that which
he endeavored to supply corresponded to the deeply-felt
needs of the age is evident from the fact, that men of the
moet utterly different dispositions and stations in life gave
themselves up to him,—youths of the highest class of
society, full of self-consciousness, buoyancy, and reckless
high spirits, such as Alcibiades; and again men of &
melancholy and timid turn of mind, such as the well-
known eccentric Apollodorus of Phalerus, who, perpetu-
ally discontented with himself and others, led a miserable
existence, until in Socrates he found the gole individuality
appeasing his wants, and in intercourse with him the satis-
faction for which he had longed.* To him, Socrates was
all in all, and every hour during which he was away from

¢ Apollodorus, 8 parxds: Plat. Symp. 1721; of. €dbet, Prosp. Xen. €3; Arck.
2. 1868, M8,
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Socrates he accounted as lost. Thus Socrates was able to
re-awaken among the Athenians, among whom personal
intercourse between those of the same age, as well as be
tween men and youths, was disturbed or desecrated either
by party-interests or by impure sensuality, the beneficent
power of pure friendship and unselfish devotion. Sober
and calm himself, he excited the noblest enthusiasm, and
by the simplest means obtained a far-reaching influence,
such as before him no man had possessed at Athens; even
before the Peace of Nicias, when Aristophanes made him
the principal character in his Clouds, he was one of the
best known and influential personages at Athens.

His ways As Socrates gradually became a teacher of
of life. the people, so his mode and habits of life, too,
formed themselves in indissoluble connexion with his phi-
losophical development. For this was the most pre-emi-
nent among his qualities: that his life and his teaching
were formed in the same mould, and that none of his dis-
ciples could say whether he had been more deeply affected
by the words or by the example of his master. And this
was connected with the fact, that from the first, his philo-
sophy directed itself to that which might make man bet-
ter and more pleasing to Heaven, freer and happier at
once. To this tendency he could not devote himself, with-
out rising in his own consciousness to a continuously lof-
tier clearness and purity, and without subjecting to reason
the elements inborn in him of sensual impulses, of inertia
and passion. Thus he became & man in whom the world
found much to smile and mock at, but whom even those
who could not stomach his wisdom were obliged to ac-
knowledge as a morally blameless and just citizen. He
was devoted with absolute loyalty to his native city, and,
without desiring offices and dignities, he was from an in-
ner impulse indefatigably active for her good, so that he,
like the most hard-working man of business, throughout
his long life knew no idle day, and only once (on a visit
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¢o the Isthmian games) quitted his native city. To what-
ever extent his scope exceeded the demands made by the
state upon its citizens, he yet entertained a feeling the
very reverse of contempt for civic duties. Of these he
claimed from his disciples the most loyal fulfilment, and
on this head he set them the example of a devotion which
clearly proved this to be a matter of conscience with him,
and not merely an outward service which it was necessary
to absolve. He ventured his life in more than one battle ;
he fought in the thick of the fray; and even on the oc-
casion of defeats, when no man is wont to think of aught
beyond his personal safety, he exerted himself with self-
sacrificing affection for others. Thus he saved Alcibiades,
who lay wounded on the ground, at Potidea, and after-
wards resigned in his favor the prize of valor. After the
battle of Delium (vol. iii. p. 174), when all around him
were hurrying away in wild flight, he went his way fully
equipped, with as proud and tranquil a step as if he had
been in the streets of Athens, and saved his own life and
that of his comrade, the brave Laches, whom his dignified
calm put to shame. Even his adversaries were forced to
allow that the armies of Athens would be invincible were
they composed throughout of warriors of as imperturbable
a spirit as that of Socrates. And yet he attached no value
himself to this branch of his activity; he rather saw his
real mission in holding up before his fellow-citizens as the
soul of their moral efforts, a tranquillity and content
which should be independent of any change of fortune.
And, in order to point out the sole path leading to this
goal, he preferred voluntary poverty to every kind of suc-
cess in life, and, amidst a people eagerly pursuing profit
and enjoyment, declared it to be the loftiest task to need
as little as possible ; inasmuch as thereby man approached
most nearly to the bliss of the gods, which consisted in the
absence of all wants. He desired merely to have enough,
not to be disturbed in the pursuit of his calling by the
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care for the daily necessities of life; and in order to
reach this end he was not ashamed to accept from his
friends what they sent into his house. Such offices of love
were notably proffered to him by the noble Crito. This
was a community of goods among friends, for which he
made the fullest return on his side and with the means at
his disposal. For he voluntarily gave up the best of what
he possessed to every one whom he might serve thereby,
and on principle scorned any compensation, although it
had become quite customary at Athens for the teachers of
wisdom to live by the proceeds of their science. Had not
from ancient times singers, prophets, and physicians,
sculptors and painters, been richly rewarded, without any
dishonor arising thence to their noble art? Thus now, too,
when a new and higher kind of culture belonged to the
necessities of the adult youth of Athens, a reward might
be claimed for its communication, as was actually done by
the Sophists. Especially when they, like the teachers of
the art of arms and of music, only in a higher sphere,
compassed directly practical results, applicable to social
life, these results, like any other communication of valu-
able gifts, admitted of being estimated in money; and it
might be argued that a corresponding compensation on
the part of those who reaped those results simply served
to separate the merely inquisitive from those who were
really anxious to learn.

Hisunse..  And yet this view stood in a sharp contrast
fishness. to that of Socrates. It was not his wish to
communicate to his disciples any special accomplishments
of which the advantages could be estimated in money, and
of which it might be said at any particular point of time
that now the object, as fixed by mutual agreement,
had been attained ; it was to change them into other and
better men, to awaken in them a new life. For this pur-
pose were required a free self-devotion and a relation of
mutual affection, which would have been desecrated by
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any secondary consideration. Therefore he looked upon
the Sophists in the light of courtesans, who offer their
love for sale to whoever will pay for it. Moreover, he
took into account on this head the circumstance that the
Sophists were strangers who paid the expenses of their
journeys out of the gains of their profession, and who had
no cordial feeling towards the Athenians as such. Now be-
tween fellow-citizens, so Socrates thought, the noblest and
best of what one has to offer to the other ought never to
be made the subject of a business transaction ; for in their
case no interest ought to be admitted on the one hand, be-
yond that of a pure fellow-feeling of love, and on the
other, no compensation except the grateful devotion of a
heart moved by the same affection.

For the rest, Socrates, with all his dislike of the pur-
suit of profit and pleasure, was anything but a morose ec-
centric, like Euripides ; from this he was kept by his love

“of human kind. He was merry with the merry, and
spoilt no festive banquet to which he had been bidden.
In the friendly circle he sat as a man brave at his cups,
and herein likewise offered an example to his friends, how
the truly free can at one time suffer deprivation, and at
another enjoy abundance, without at any time losing his
full self-control. After a night of festivity his conscious-
ness was as clear and serene as ever; he had after a rare
fashion made his body an ever-ready servant of his mind ;
even physically he could do things impossible to others,
and, as if protected by some magic charm, he passed un-
hurt through all the pestilences of Athens, without ever
timidly keeping out of the way of danger. Fully assured
of the inner mission which animated him, he allowed no-
thing to derange or to confound him. Hostile attacks and
derision touched him not; nay, he was known to laugh
most heartily of all the spectators, when that sinner Aris-
tophanes exhibited him as a dreamer abstracted from the
world and hanging in a hammock between heaven and
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earth, and when the other comic poets made the public
merry with his personal appearance. For the same rea-
son, lastly he was inaccessible to all the offers made to
him by foreign princes, who would have given much to
attract the most remarkable man of the age to their
courts. The Thessalian grandees in particular, Scopas at
Crannon and Eurylochus at Larissa, emulated one
another in their endeavors to secure him. But he was no
more tempted by their gold than by that of Archelaus,
the splendor of whose throne, obtained by guile and mur-
der, failed-to dazzle Socrates. He replied with the pride
of a genuine Republican, that it ill befitted any man to
accept benefits which he had no power of returning. For
himself, he said, he wanted nothing ; for at Athens, four
measures of wheat-meal were to be purchased for an obol,
and the best spring water flowed there gratuitously.*

Socrates The relation of Socratesto the intellectual -
e 8 movement of his age is far more difficult to
understand than his outward life. Thus it

has come to pass that the same man, who was the most
decided opponent of the Sophists, could himself be re-
garded as a genuine Sophist. This finds its explanation
in the circumstance, that Sophistry as a whole was an ex-
pression of the movement which swayed the age, and that
to this movement, in so far as it was justified and neces-

* Socrates in three battles (Potidsa, Delium, Amphipolis): Plat. Apolog.
28. The facts are confounded with one another, Athen. 216. The story of
the preservation of Xenophon's life at Delium is a mistake (Str. 48; Diog.
Laert. ii. 22), as Cobet has proved, Mwemosyne, vil. 50 (Nov. Lect. 538). An
authentic account of Dellum is to be found in Plat. Sympos. 221, where the
saving of the life of Laches is also ascribed to Bocrates: 3 xal dodarivg
dmjes xal obros xal & érepos. Concerning Socrates’ freedom fror wants, see
Xen. Memor.1.6,1f. As to offers from abroad: Diog. Laert. fi. 5, 8; Ar
istot. Rhet. if. 23, p. 98, 30: ‘GBpue 1 uh Svracas duvracar duoims «d wadévra
&owep xal raxis’ As to the prices of provisions at Athens: Plut. de trang.
10; of. Boeckh, P. E. of A. vol. i. p. 127 (Eng. Tr.): the xoim{ was the aver-
age measure of daily food for one man; 4 xolvixes of meal at 1 obol==1s 23
The prices had already doubled since the times of Solon.
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sary, Socrates attached himself with full conviction. The
ancient simplicity of Greek life was at an end, nor was it
possible to return to the tranquil and easy acceptance of
popular tradition, after the philosophical idea had once
cstablished its rights. The earlier philosophy, the philoso-
phy of nature, had shaken the validity of the traditional
views, without itself offering anything capable of helping
man in his want of guidance; and the existing religion
was not of a kind to be able to preserve a vigorous and
sufficient life after the changes which had come over the
general condition of the people’s culture. The age ac-
cordingly needed another philosophy, a science which
should be more practically useful for life, and enable every
individual, since no general authority any longer existed,
to take counsel with himself, and to acquire an indepen-
dent judgment in all moral questions.

This requirement, which all men felt who were tolera-
bly alive to their times, had been met by the Sophists;
and the great skill which they displayed in this, their
insight into the age, and their unflagging industry, ex-
plain their extraordinary influence upon their contempo-
raries.

In starting from the same requirement of the age, in
demanding as decisively as possible from every individual
that he should regulate all his affairs with knowledge
and understanding, and at any and every moment act
without dependence upon external authority with clear
consciousness, Socrates undeniably took the same ground
as the Sophists, who by a development of the arts of
thought and speech sought to assure the personal inde-
pendence of the individual. It followed, that in all
doubtful cases every man is to himself the last and high-
est authority; and it was an absolutely inevitable con-
clusion which Protagoras drew in establishing the propo-
sition, which we may regard as the very kernel of Sophis-
try; that “man is the measure of all things.” This daring
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aiy Hellene could perform for his country was to combat,
by means of a deeper and more serious process of thought,
that of the Sophists, which endangered the best possessions
of the people, and to drive from the field this one-sided
cultivation of the reason, which was altogether undesirous
of attaining, by means of a studious research which laid
bare the final causes of moral life, to any absolutely valid
truth. This was what Socrates did; and for this reason
the affinity between his standpoint and that of Sophistry
is far outweighed by the contradiction between them.

The foun- Socrates was not blind to the truth under-
dation of e 1ying the saying of Protagoras; for man is in
fommof ethics. fact unable to determine his thoughts and his
actions otherwise than according to his own judgment; it
is in himself that he must possess the standard for Right
and Truth. But this standard is not in the possession of
any and every one, not in the possession of the individual
man, such as Nature has created him, but only in that of
the morally-formed, the good man. This preliminary as-
sumption, together with all the consequences connected
with it, the Sophists, following their onesided practical
tendency, had left aside. They indeed in many ways
touched the domain of morality, but only in its single
phenomensa and outward forms; and even those among
their ethical meditations which met with most recogni-
tion, as e. g. the allegory of Prodicus concerning Heracles
at the cross-way between Virtue and Vice, remained
throughout on the surface only. Socrates, on the other
hand, recognised the absolute void of moral meaning in
Sophistry ; he constituted those questions, which the
teachers of the philosophy of nature had wholly neglected
and which the Sophists had shyly evaded or only play-
fully touched, the main questions around which his whole
reflection moved, and their solution the real task of philoso-
phy; and he thus gave to philosophy an essentially new
tendency ; he called it, as the ancients said, down from
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heaven to earth : s. e. instead of inquiries concerning the
structure of the universe and the forces of nature he
studied the laws of moral life, in order to attain to a
knowledge of the true destiny of man, of the possessions
for which it is his duty to struggle, and of the evils which
it is his duty to avoid.

Notwithstanding the novelty of this tendency of philo-
sophical reflection, it yet attached iteelf to ancient Hellen-
ic tradition, and was in this respect also far more national
than Sophistry, which etarted from arbitrary propositions
of the Sophists’ own invention. For it was impossible to
solve the question, “ Who is the good man, possessing in
himself the standard for judging things?” otherwise than
by means of a conscientious self-examination. Self-
knowledge therefore was that which was contained in the
first demand ; and, so far from Socrates setting up this de-
mand a8 a new one, it was & primitive principle of Hel-
lenic religion. Pure hands and a pure heart were de-
manded by the gods in those who approached their thresh-
old (vol. ii. p. 27); wherefore every man was bound to
examine himself, before he offered up his gifts and
prayed for salvation; this was the beginning, enjoined
by Apollo, of all wisdom pleasing to the gods; and
what Socrates asked stood already written in golden char-
acters over the gate of the Delphic temple in the words:
Know thyself!

Nor was this connexion by any means a mere outward
form on the part of Socrates, by which he sought to in-
troduce and recommend himself—rather, in establishing
it, he was in full and solemn earnest. For since there had,
with continually growing force, arisen over the manifold
forms of the Greek Olympus the idea of a world-ruling
Reason, and over the gods the idea of the Deity, Socrates
in this point too followed Heraclitus and Anaxagoras;
but he remained nearer to the popular faith than they, by
conceiving of the Deity not in a cosmical energy, but pre-
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eminently in relation to man; he held fast the. personal
element, and was able with a delicate tact, such as only a
deeply religious mind can possess, to lead the mind from
the gods, in whom the people believed, to the Deity, which
Reason demands. Such a transition was facilitated for
him above all by the Apolline religion, that highest stage
in the religious consciousness of the Hellenes ; in it there
were already given the principles of a system of moral
teaching capable of development. For this reason he in
general adhered with simple faith to the ancestral reli-
gion, and recognized in it a wholesome discipline for man,
and a gacred bond which held together all the members
of the nation; while, like the ancient Wise Men of the
people, he stood in a peculiarly close relation towards the
Delphic god, and towards his oracle, the primitive centre
of national religion.

Develo Already Heraclitus had summed up the
mentorfhe whole meaning of his philosophical thinking
temofethics. jn the declaration: “I sought myself.” So-
crates, however, was the first to make the act of self-exa-
mination the starting-point of his entire philosophy ; and,
sterile as the injunction of Apollo may appear as & prin-
ciple of philosophical doctrine, inasmuch as, instead of
supplying anything, it only makes a demand, yet it was
of the highest importance for the whole teaching of So-
crates, that its beginning was a moral demand. Hereby
all preliminary assumptions of any other kind were at
once cut off; and thought was conducted, out of the
mixed variety of diverse objects upon which the philoso-
phically educated were wont with predilection to engage,
to one main object, which directly affected every human
being ; the mind was forced to retreat out of a confusing
variety upon a single central point, to renounce those
things concerning which nothing is possible but an opi-
nion, and to confine itself to that which is accessible to a
real knowledge. It was for this reason that Socrates con-
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fronted the vainglorious pretensions of the Sophists to
knowing many things, by his confession that he knew no-
thing. For he recognized no acquisitions of knowledge
gained from without, but descended into the depths of his
own consciousness, in order there to seek for truth, of irre-
fragable certainty. He began with the knowing nothing,
and attached so much importance to this, that he affirmed
himself to be considered by the Delphic god wiser than
others for no reason but this: that he did not, imagine that
he knew