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-,

TO THE

KING.

SIR, -

THE first step that was made in the reformation
of this Church was the restoring to your royal ances-
tors the rights of the crown, and an entire dominion
over all their subjects; of which they had been dis-
seized by the craft and violence of an unjust pre-
tender: to whom the clergy, though your Majesty’s
progenitors had enriched them by a bounty no less
profuse than ill-managed, did not only adhere, but
drew with them the laity, over whose consciences
they had gained so absolute an authority, that our
kings were to expect no obedience from their people,
but what the popes were pleased to allow.

It is true, the nobler part of the nation did fre-.
quently in parliament assert the regal prerogatives
against those papal invasions: yet these were but
faint endeavours; for an ill-executed law is but an
unequal match to a.principle strongly infused into
the consciences of the people.

But how different was this from the teaching of
Christ and his apostles! They forbade men to use
all those arts by which the papacy grew up, and yet
subgists : they exhorted them to obey magistrates,
when they knew it would cost them their lives: they

were for setting up a kmgdom, not of this world *
VOL. I
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nor to be attained, but by a holy and peaceable reli-
gion. If this might every where take place, princes
would find government both easy and secure: it
would raise in their subjects the truest courage, and
unite them with the firmest charity : it would draw
from them obedience to the laws, and reverence to
the persons of their kings. If the standards of jus-
tice and charity, which the gospel gives, of doing
a8 we would be done by, and loving our neighbours
as ourselves, were made the measures of men’s ac-
tions, how steadily would societies be governed, and
how exactly would princes be obeyed !

The design of the reformation was to restore
Christianity to what it was at first, and to purge it
~ of those corruptions, with which it was overrun in
the later and darker ages. ' '

GREAT SIR, this work was carried on by a slow
and unsteady progress under king Henry the Eighth;
it advanced in a fuller and freer course under the
short, but blessed reign of king Edward ; was sealed
with the blood of many martyrs under queen Mary;
was brought to a full settlement in the happy and
glorious days of queen Elizabeth; was defended by
the learned pen of king James: but the established
frame of it, under which it bad so long flourished,
was overthrown with your Majesty’s blessed father,
who fell with it, and honoured it by his unexampled
" suffering for it; and was again restored to its former
beauty and order, by your Majesty’s happy return.

What remains to complete and perpetuate this
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blessing, the composing of our differences at home,
the establishing a closer correspondence with the re-
formed churches abroad, the securing us from the
restless and wicked practices of that party, who hoped
s0 lately to have been at the end of their designs;
and that which can only entitle us to a blessing
from God, the reforming of our manners and lives,
as our ancestors did our doctrine and worship; all
this is reserved for your Majesty, that it may ap-
pear, that your royal title of Defender of the Faith
is no empty sound, but the real strength and glory of
your crown.

For attaining these ends, it will be of great use to
trace the steps of our first reformers; for if the land-
marks they set be observed, we can hardly go out of
the way. This was my chief design in the follow-
ing sheets, which I now most humbly offer to your
Majesty, hoping, that as you were graciously pleased
to command that I should have free access to all
records for composing them, so you will not deny
your royal patronage to the history of that work,
which God grant your Majesty may live to raise to
its perfection, and to complete in your reign, the
glory of all your titles. This is a part of the most
earnest as well as the daily prayers of,

May it please your sacred Majesty,
Your Majesty’s most loyal, -
most faithful, and most
devoted subject and servant,

G. BURNET.
a2






THE

PREFACE.

S ——

THERE is no part of history better received than the ac-
count of great changes, and revolutions of states and go-
vernments, in which the variety of unlooked-for accidents
and events both entertains the reader and improves him.
Of all changes, those in religion that have been sudden
and signal are inquired into with the most searching curiosity:
where the salvation of souls being concerned, the better sort
are much affected ; and the credit, honour, and interest of
churches and parties draw in those, who, though they do
not much care for the religious part, yet make noise about
it to serve other ends. The changes that were made in re-
ligion in the last century have produced such effects every
where, that it is no wonder if all persons desire to see a clear
account of the several steps in which they advanced, of the
counsels that directed them, and the motives, both religious
and political, that inclined men of all conditions to concur
in them. Germany produceth a Sleidan, France a Thu-
anus, and Italy a Friar Paul, who have given the world as
full satisfaction in what was done beyond sea, as they could
desire. And though the two last lived and died in the com-
munion of the church of Rome, yet they have delivered
things to posterity with so much candour and evenness,
that their authority is disputed by none but those of their
own party. ,
But while foreign churches have such hlstonans, ours at
home have not had the like good fortune: for whether it
was, that the reformers at first presumed so far on their
legal and calm proceedings, on the continued suceession of
their clergy, the authority of the law, and the protection of
ad
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the prince, that they judged it needless to write an history,
and therefore employed their best pens, rather to justify
what they did, than to deliver how it was done; or whether
by a mere neglect the thing was omitted; we cannot deter-
mine. T'rue it is, that it was not done to any degree of ex-
actness, when matters were so fresh in men’s memories, that
things might have been opened with greater advantages, and
vouched by better authority, than it is to be expected at
this distance.

They were soon after much provoked by Sanders’s his-
tory, which he published to the world in Latin: yet, either
despising a writer, who did so impudently deliver falsehoods,
that from his own book many of them may be disproved, or
expecting a conmand from authority, they did not then set
about it. 'The best account I can give of their silence is,
that most of Sanders’s calumnies being levelled at queen
Elizabeth, whose birth and parents he designed chiefly to
disgrace, it was thought too tender a point by her wise
counsellors to be much inquired into: it gave too great
credit to his lies, to answer them; an answer would draw
forth a reply, by which those calumnies would still be kept
alive ;. and therefore it was not without good reason thought
better to let them lie unanswered and despised. From
whence it is come, that in this age that author is in such
* credit, that now he is quoted with much assurance : most of -

all the writers in the church of Rome rely on his testimony
as a good authority. The collectors of the general history
of that age follow his thread closely ; some of them tran-
scribe his very words. One Pollini, 2 Dominican, published
an history of the changes that were made in England in
Italian, at Rome, anno 1594, which he should more ingenu-
ously have called a translation or paraphrase of Sanders’s
. history : and of late more candidly, but no less maliciously,
one of the best pens of France has been employed to trans-
late him into their language ; which has created such pre-
judices in the minds of many there, that our reformation,
which generally was more modestly spoken of, even by those
who wrote against it, is now looked on by such as read San-



THE PREFACE. Vil
ders, and believe him, as one of the foulest things that ever

was.

Fox, for all his voluminous work, had but few things in
his eye when he made his collection, and designed only to
discover the corruptions and cruelties of the Roman clergy,
and the sufferings and comstancy of the reformers. But his
work was written in haste, and there are so many defects in
it, that it can' by no means be called a complete history of
these times ; though I must add, that, having compared his
Acts and Monuments with the records, I have never been
able to discover any errors or prevarications in them, but
the utmost fidelity and exactness. Parker, archbishop of
Canterbury, designed only in his account of the British An-
tiquities to do justice and honour to his see, and so gives us
barely the Life of Cranmer, with some few and general hints
of what he did. Hall was but a superficial writer, and was
more careful to get full informations of the clothes that were
worn at the interviews of princes, justs, tournaments, and
great solemnities, than ‘about the counsels or gecret trans-
actions of the time he lived in. Holinshed, Speed, and
8tow, give bare relations of things that were public, and
commit many faults. Upon their scent most of our later
writers have gone, and have only collected and repeated
what they wrote.

The lord Herbert judged it unworthy of him to trifle as
others had done, and therefore made a more narrow search
into records and original papers than all that had gone be-
fore him ; and with great fidelity and industry has given
us the history of king Henry the Eighth. But in the trans-
actions that concern religion, he dwells not so long as the
matter required, leaving those to men of another profession,
and judging it perhaps not so proper for one of his con-
dition to pursue a full and accurate deduction of those
matters,

Sinee he wrote, two have undertaken the ecclesiastical his-
tory ; Fuller and Heylin. The former got into his hands
some few papers, that were not seen before he published
them ; but being 2 man of fancy, and affecting an odd way of

a4
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writing, his work gives no great satisfaction. But doctor
Heylin wrote smoothly and handsomely, his method .and
style are good, and his work was generally more read than
any thing that had appeared before him : but either he was
very ill-informed, or very much led by his passions; and
he being wrought on by most violent prejudices against
some that were concerned in that time, delivers many things
in such a manner, and so strangely, that one would think
he had been secretly set on to it by those of the church of
Rome, though I doubt not he was a sincere protestant, but
violently carried away by some particular conceits. In one
thing he is not to be excused, that he never vouched any
authority for what he writ, which is not to be forgiven any
who write of transactions beyond their own time, and deliver
new things not known before. So that upon what grounds
he wrote a.great deal of his book we can only conjecture,
and many in their guesses are not apt to be very favourable
to him.

Things being delivered to us with so much alloy and un-
certainty, those of the church of Rome do confidently dis-
parage our reformation : the short history of it, as it is put
in their mouths, being, that it was begun by the lusts and
passions of king Henry the Eighth, carried on by the raven-
ousness of the duke of Somerset under Edward the Sixth,
and confirmed by the policy of queen Elizabeth and her
council to secure her title. These things being generally
talked and spread abroad in foreign parts, especially in
France, by the new translation of Sanders, and not being
yet sufficiently cleared, many have desired to see a fuller
and better account of those transactions than has yet been
given ; so the thing being necessary, I was the more encou-
raged to set about it by some persons of great worth and ,
eminence, who thought I had much leisure and other good.
opportunities to go through with it, and wished me to un-
dertake it. The person that did engage me chiefly to this
work, was on many accounts much fitter to have undertaken
it himself, being the most indefatigable in his industry, and
the most judicious in his observations, of any I know, and is
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one of the greatest masters of style now living. Buit being en-
gaged in the service of the church, in a station that affords
him very little leisure, he set me-on to it, and furnished me
with a curious collection of his own observations. And in
some sort this work may be accounted his, for he corrected
it with a most critical exactness; so that the first materials,
and the last finishing of it, are from him. But after.all this,
I lie under such restraints from his modesty, that I am not
allowed to publish his name.

I had two objections to it, besides the knowledge of my
own unfitness for such a work. One was, my unacquainted-
ness with the laws and customs of this nation, not being born
init: the other was, the expense that such a search as was
necessary required, which was not easy for me to bear. My
acquaintance with the most ingenious master William Petyt,
counsellor of the Inner Temple, cleared one difficulty ; he
offering me his assistance and direction, without which I
must have committed great faults. But I must acknow-
ledge myself highly obliged by the favour and bounty of
the honourable master of the rolls, sir Harbottle Grim-
stone, of whose worth and goodness to me I must make a
" large digression, if I would undertake to say all that the
subject will bear : the whole nation expressed their value of
him, upon the most signal occasion, when they made him
their mouth and speaker in that blessed assembly which
called home their king; after which real evidence all little
commendations may be well forborne. The obligations-he
has laid on me are such, that, as the gratitude and service
of my whole life is the only equal return I can make for
them ; so, as a small tribute, I judge myself obliged to
make my acknowledgments in this manner, for the leisure
d enjoy under his protection, and the support I receive from -
him: and if this work does the world any service, the best
part of the thanks is due to him, that furnished me with
particular opportunities of carrying it on. Nor must I con-
ceal the nobleness -of that renowned promoter of learning
Mr. Boyle, who contributed liberally to the expense this
work put me to.
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Upon these ‘encouragements I set about it, and began
with the search of all public records and offices, the parlia-
ment and treaty rolls, with all the patent rolls, and the re-
gisters of the sees of Canterbury and London, and of the

. eugmentation office. Then I laid out for all the MSS. I
could hear of, and found things beyond my expectation in
the famous Cotton kibrary, where there is such a collection
of original papers relating to these times, as perhaps the
world can show nothing like it. I had also the favour of
some MSS. of great value, both from the famous and emi-
nently learned doctor Stillingfleet, who gave me great assist-
ance in this work, and from Mr. Petyt and others. When
I had looked these over, I then used all the endeavours I
could to gather together the books that were printed in
those days, from which I not only got considerable hints of
matters of fact, but (that which I chiefly looked for) the ar-
guments upon which they managed the controversies then
on feot, of which I thought it was the part of an ecclesias-
tical historian to give an account, as I could recover them,
that it may appear upon what motives and grounds they

\ proceeded.

The three chief periods of Henry the Eighth his reign, in
which religion is eoncerned, are, first, from the beginning of
his reign, till the process of his diverce with queen Katherine
commenced. The second is from that, till his total breaking
off from Rome, and setting up his supremacy over all eauses
and persons. The third is from that to his death.

‘When I first set about this work, I intended to have eaz-
ried on the History of the Reformation to the reign of queen
Elizabeth, in which it was finished and fully settled ; but I
was forced to change that resolution. The chief reason,
among many others, was, that I have not yet been able to

v discover such full informations of what passed under the
succeeding reigns as were necessary for a history; and
though I have searched the public registers of that time,
yet I am still in the dark myself in many particulars. This
made me resolve on publishing this volume first, hoping,
that those, in whose hands any manuscripts or papers
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of that time lie, will, from what is now performed, be exni-
couraged to communicate them : or if any have made a con-
siderable progress in those collections, I shall be far from
envying them the honour of such a work, in which it had
been inexcusable vanity in me to have meddled, if the de- °
sires of others, who bave great power over me, had not pre.
vailed with me to set about it; and therefore, though I
have made a good advance in the following part of the work,
I shall moet willingly resign it up to any who will undertake
it, and they shall have the free use of all my papers. But
if none will set about it, who yet can furnish materials to-
wards it, I hope their zeal for carrying on so desired a work
will engage them to give all the help to it that is in their
power.

There is only one passage belonging to the next velume,
which I shall take notice of here, since from it I must plead
my excuse for several defects, which may seem to be in this
work. In the search I made of the rolls and other offices,
I wondered much to miss several commissions, patents, and
other writings, which by elear evidence I knew were granted,
and yet none of them appeared on record. This I could
not impute to any thing but the omission of the clerks, who
failed in the enrolling those commissions, though it was not
likely that matters of so high concernment should have been
neglected, especially in such a critical time, and under so se-
vere a king. But as I continued down my search to the
fourth year of queen Mary, I found, in the twelfth roll of
that year, a commission, which cleared all my former doubts,
and by which I saw what was become of the things I had
so anxiously searched after. We have heard of the expur-
gation of beoks practised in the church of Rome; but it
might have been imagined, that public registers and records
would have been safe; yet, lest these should have been
afterwards confessors, it was resolved they should then be
martyrs ; for on the 20th of December, in the 4th year of
ber reign, a commission was issued out under the great seal
to Bonmer bishop of London, Cole dean of St. Paul’s, and
Martine a doctor of the civil law, which is of that importance,
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thiat I shall here insert the material words of it: Whereas
it is come to our knowledge, that in the time of the late
schism divers compts, books, scrolls, instruments, and other
writings, were practised, devised, and made, concerning
- proftssions against the pope’s holiness, and the see aposto-
lic, and also sundry infamous scrutinies taken in abbeys
and other religious houses, tending rather to subvert and
overthrow all good religion and religious houses, than for
any truth contained therein : which being in the custody of
divers registers, and we intending to have those writings
brought to knowledge, whereby they may be considered, and
ordered accordimg to our will and pleasure; thereupon,
those three, or any two of them, are empowered ¢o cite any
persons beforel them, and examine them upon the premises
upon oath, and to bring all such writings before them, and
certify ﬂmrdahg\mceaboutstto cardinal Pool, thatﬁrtlm'
order might be given about them.

When I saw this, I soon knew which way so many writ-
ings had gone : and as I could not but wonder at their bold-
ness, who thus presumed to raze so many records ; so their
ingenuity in leaving this commission in the rolls, by which
any who had the curiosity to search for it, might be satis-
fied how the other commissions were destroyed, was much
to be commended. Yet in the following work it will ap-
pear that some few papers escaped their hands. '

I know it is needless to make. great protestations of my
sincerity in this work. These are of course, and are little
considered ; but I shall take a more effectual way to be be-
lieved, for I shall vouch my warrants for what I say, and
tell where they are to be found. And having copied out
of records and MSS. many papers of great importance, I
shall not only insert the substance of them in the following
work, but at the end of it shall give a collection of them at
their full length, and in the language in which they were
originally written: from which, as the reader will receive
full evidence of the truth of this history ; so he will not be
ill pleased to observe the genius and way of the great men
in that time, of which he will be better able to judge, by
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seeing their letters, and other papers, than by any repre-
sentation made of them at second hand. They are di-
gested into that order in which they are referred to in the
History.

It will surprise some to see a book of this bigness written
of the history of our reformation under the reign of king
Henry the Eighth; since the true beginnings of it are to
be reckoned from the reign of king Edwurd the Sixth, in
which the articles of our church, and the forms of our wor-
ship, were first compiled and set forth by authority. And
indeed in king Henry’s time the reformation was rather
conceived than brought forth; and two parties were in the
last eighteen years of his reign struggling in the womb,
having now and then advantages on either side, as the un-
constant humour of that king changed, and as his interests,
and often as his passions, swayed him,

Cardinal Wolsey had so dissolved his mind into plea-
sures, and puffed him up with flattery and servile com-
pliances, that it was not an easy thing to serve him; for
being boisterous and impatient naturally, which was much
heightened by his most extravagant vanity, and high con-
ceit of his own learning and wisdom, he was one of the
most uncounsellable persons in the world.

The book which he wrote had engaged him deep in these
controversies; and by perpetual flatteries, he was brought
to fancy it was written with some degrees of inspiration.
And Luther in his answer had treated him so unmannerly,
that it was only the necessity of his affairs that forced him
into any correspondence with that party in Germany. :

And though Cranmer and Cromwell improved every ad-
vantage, that either the king’s temper or his affairs offered
them, as much as could be; yet they were to be pitied,
having to do with a prince, who, upon the slightest pre-
tences, threw down those whom he had most advanced ;
which Cromwell felt-severely, and Cranmer was sometimes
near it.

The faults of this king being so conspicuous, and the se-
verity of his proceedings so.unjustifiable; particularly that
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heinous violation of the most sacred rules of justice and
government, in condemning men without bringing them to
make their answers, most of our writers have separated the
concerns of this church from his reign ; and, imagining that
all he did was founded only on his revenge upon the court
of Rome for denying his divorce, have taken little care to
examine how matters were transacted in his time.

But if we consider the great things that were done by
him, we must acknowledge that there was a signdl provi-
dence of God in raising up a king of his temper, for clear-
ing the way to that blessed work that followed : and that
could hardly have been done, but by a man of his humour;
so that I may very fitly apply to him the witty simile of an
ingenious writer, who compares Luther to a postilion in his
waxed boots and giled coat, lashing his horses through
thick and thin, and bespattering all about him.

This character befits king Henry better, (saving the
reverence due to his crown,) who, as the postilion of refor-
mation, made way for it through a great deal of mire and
filth. He abolished the pope’s power, by which not only
that tyranny was destroyed, which had been long an heavy
burden on this oppressed nation ; but all the opinions, rites;
and constitutions, for which there was no better authority
than papal decrees, were to fall to the ground ; the founda-
tion that supported them being thus sapped. He sup.

all the monasteries; in which though there were
some inexcusable faults committed, yet he wanted not rea-
son to do what he did. For the foundation of those houses
being laid on the superstitious conceit of redeeming souls
out of purgatory, by saying masses for them ; they whose
office that was, had, by counterfeiting relics, by forging of
miracles, and other like impostures, drawn together a vast
wealth, to the enriching of their saints, of whom some per-
haps were damned souls, and others were never in being.
These arts being detected, and withal their great vicious-
ness in some places, and in all their great abuse of the
Christian religion, made it seem unfit they should be con-
tinued. But it was their dependance on the see of Rome,
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which, as the state of things then was, made it necessary
that they should be suppressed. New foundations might
have done well ; and the scantness of those, oonudenng the
number and wealth of those which were suppressed, is one
of the great blemishes of that reign. But it was in vain to
endeavour to amend the old ones. Their numbers were so
great, their riches and interests in the nation so considerable,
that a prince of ordinary metal would not have attempted
such a design, much less have completed it in five years
time. With these fell the superstition of images, relics,
and the redemption of souls out of purgatory. And those
extravagant addresses to saints that are in the Roman offices
were thrown out ; only an Ora pro nobis was kept up, and
even that was left to the liberty of priests to leave it out of
the litanies'as they saw cause. These were great prepara-
tions for a reformation. But it went further, and two
things were done, upon which a greater change was reason-
ably to be expected. The scriptures were translated into
the English tongue, and set up in all churches, and every
one was admitted to read them, and they alone were ‘de-
clared the rule of faith. This could not but open the eyes
of the nation ; who, finding a profound silence in these writ-
ings about many things, and a direct opposition to other
things that were still retained, must needs conclude, even
without deep speculations or nice disputing, that many
things that were still in the church had no ground in scrip-
ture, and some of the rest were directly contrary to it.
This Cranmer knew well would have such ‘an operation,
and therefore made it his chief business to set it forward,
which in conclusion he happily effected.

Another thing was also established, which opened the
way to all that followed ; that every national church was a
complete body within itself: so that the church of England,
with the authority and concurrence of their head and king,
might examine and reform all errors and corruptions, whe-
ther in doctrine or worship. All the provincial councils in
the ancient church were so many precedents for this; who
condemned heresies, and reformed abuses, as the occasion
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required. And yet these being all but parts of one empire,
there was less reason for their doing it, without staying for
a general council, which depended upon the pleasure of one
man, (the Roman emperor,) than could be pretended when
Europe was divided into so many kingdoms; by which a
common concurrence of all these churches was a thing
scarce to be expected: and therefore this church must be
in a very ill condition, if there could be no endeavours for
a reformation till all the rest were brought together.

The grounds of the mew covenant between God and man
in Christ were also truly stated, and the terms on which sal-
vation was to be hoped for were faithfully opened according
to the New Testament. And this being, in the strict no-
tion of the word, the gospel, and the glad tidings preached
through our blessed Lord and Saviour, it must be confessed
that there was a great progress made, when the nation was
well instructed about it; though there was still an alloy of
other corruptions, embasing the purity of the faith. And
indeed, in the whole progress of these changes, the king’s
design seemed to have been to terrify the court of Rome,
and cudgel the pope into a compliance with what he de-
sired : for in his heart he continued addicted to some of the
most extravagant opinions of that church, such as transub-
. stantiation and the other corruptions in the mass; so that
" he was to his life’s end more papist than protestant.

There are two prejudices, which men have generally
drunk in against that time. The one is, from the king’s
great enormities, both in his personal deportment and go-
vernment ; which make many think no good could be done
by so ill a man, and so cruel a prince. I am not to defend
him, nor to lessen his faults. The vastness and irregularity
of his expense procured many heavy exactions, and twice
extorted a public discharge of his debts, embased the com,
with other irregularities. His proud and impatient spirit
occasioned many cruel proceedings. The taking so many
lives, only for denying his supremacy, particularly Fishers
and More’s, the one being extreme old, and the other one
of the glories of his nation for probity and learning : the
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taking advantage, from some irruptions in the north, to
break the indemnity he had before proclaimed to those in
the rebellion, even though they could not be proved guilty
of those second disorders : his extreme severity to all cardi-
nal Pool's family: his cruel using, first Cromwell, and
afterwards the duke of Norfolk and his son, besides his un-
exampled proceedings against some of his wives; and that
which was worst of all, the laying a precedent for the sub-
version of justice, and oppressing the clearest innocence, by
sttainting men without hearing them : these are such re-
markable blemishes, that, as no man of ingenuity can go
about the whitening them, so the poor reformers drunk so
deep of that bitter cup, that it very ill becomes any of their
followers to endeavour to give fair colours to those red
and bloody characters, with which so much of his reign is
stained.

Yet, after all this sad enumeration, it was no new nor
unusual thing in the methods of God’s providence, to em-
ploy princes who had great mixtures of very gross faults to
do signal things for his service. Not to mention David and
Solomon, whose ‘ sins were expiated with a severe repent-
ance ; it was the bloody Cyrus. that sent back the Jews to
their land, and gave them leave to rebuild their temple.
Coustantine the Great is by some of his enemies charged
with many blemishes both in his life and government. Clo-
vis of France, under whom that nation received the Christ-
ian faith, was a monster of cruelty and perfidiousness, as
even Gregory of Tours represents him, who lived near his
time, and nevertheless makes a saint of him. Charles the
Great, whom some also make a saint, both put away his
wife for a very slight cause, and is said to have lived in
most unnatural lusts with his own daughter. Irene, whom
the church of Rome magnifies as the restorer. of their reli-
gon in the east, did, both contrary to the impressions of
nature and of her sex, put out her own son’s eyes, of which
be died soon after; with many other execrable things. And
whatever reproaches those of the church of Rome cast on

YoL. I. b
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the reformation, upon the account of this king’s faults, may
be easily turned back on.their popes,. who have never failed
to court and extol princes that served their ends, how gross
and scandalous soever their other faults have been: as
Phocas, Brunichild, Irene, Mathildis, Edgar of England,
and many more. But our church is not near so mach con-
cerned in the persons of those princes, under whom the re-
formation began, as theirs is in the persons of their popes,
who are believed to have far highen characters of a divine
power and spirit in them, than other princes pretend to.
And yet if the lives of those popes, who have made the
greatest advances in their jurisdiction, be examined, par-
ticularly Gregory the Seventh, and Boniface the Eighth,
vices more eminent than any can be charged on king Henry,
will be found in them. And if a lewd and wicked pope may
yet have the Holy Ghost dwelling in him, and directing
him infallibly ; why may not an ill king do so good a work
as set a reformation forward ? And if it were proper to enter
into a dissection of four of those popes that sat at Rome
during this reign, pope Julius will be found beyond him in
a vast ambition; whose bloody reign did not only embroil
Italy, but a great part of Christendom. Pope Leo the
Tenth was as extravagant and prodigal in his expense,
which put him on baser shifts, than ever this king used, to
raise money; not by embasing the coin, or raising new
and heavy taxes, but by embasing the Christian religion,
and prostituting the pardon of sin in that foul trade of in-
dulgences. Clement the Seventh was false to the highest
degree ; a vice which cannot be charged on this king : and
Paul the Third was a vile and lewd priest, who not only
kept his whore, but gloried in it, and raised one of his
bastards to an high dignity, making him prince of Parma
and Piacenza; and himself is said to have lived in incest
with others of them. And except the short reign of Adrian
the Sixth, there was no pope at Rome all this while, whose
example might make any other prince blush for his faults:
so that Guicciardine, when he calls pope Clement a good
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pope, adds, 7 mean not goodness apostolical ; for -in those
days ke was esteemed a good pope that did not exceed the
wickedness of the worst of men.

In sum, God’s ways are a great deep; who has often
showed his power and wisdom in raising up unlikely and
unpromising instruments to do great .services in the world ;
not always employing the best men in them, lest good in-
struments should share too deep in the praises of that,
which is only due to the supreme Creator and Governor of
the world : and therefore he will stain the pride of all glory,
that suck as glory may only glory in the Lord. Jehu did
an acceptable service to God “in destroying the idolatry .of
Baal; though neither the way of doing it be to be imitated,
being grossly insincere, nor was the reformation complete,’
since the worshipping the two .calves was still kept up; and
it is very like, his chief design in.it was to destroy all the
perty that favoured Ahab’s family : yet the thing was good,
and was rewarded by God. 8o, whatever this king’s other
faults were, and how defective soever the change he made
was, and upon what ill motives soever it may seem to have
proceeded ; yet the things themselves being good, we ought
not to think the worse of them because of the instrument,
or manner by which they were wrought; but are to adore
and admire the paths of the divine wisdom, that brought
about such a change in a church, which, being subjected to
the see of Rome, had been more than any other part of Eu-
rope most tame under its oppressions, and was most deeply
drenched in superstition : and. this by the means of a prince,
who was the most devoted to the interest of Rome of any
in Christendom, and seemed to be so upon knowledge, being
very learned, and continued to the last much leavened with
superstition; and was the ouly king in the world whom
that see declared defender of the fuith. And that this
should have been carried on so far with so little opposition ;
some risings, though numerous and formidable, being scat-
tered and quieted without blood ; and that a mighty prince,
who was victorious almost in all his undertakings, Charles
the Fifth, and was both ‘provoked in point .of henour and

b2
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interest, yet could never find one spare season to turn his
arms upon England; are great demonstrations of a par-
ticular influence of Heaven in these alterations, and of its
watchful care of them.

But thé other prejudice touches the reformation in a
more vital and tender part': and it is, that Cranmer and
the other bishops, who promoted the reformation in the suc-
ceeding reign, did in this comply too servilely with king
Henry’s humours, both in carrying on his frequent di-
vorces, and in retaining those corruptions in the worship,
which, by their throwing them off in the beginning of king
Edward’s reign, we may conclude were thewscondemned by
them ; so that they seem to have prevaricated -against their
consciences in that compliance. '

It were too faint a way of answering so severe a charge,
to turn it back on the church of Rome, and to show the -
base compliances 6f some, even of the best of their popes;
as Gregory the Great, whose congratulations to the usurper
Phocas are a strain of the meanest and undecentest flattery
that ever was put in writing ; and his compliments to Bru-
~ nichild, who was one of the greatest monsters both for lust

and cruelty that ever her sex produced, show that there was
po person so wicked that he was ashamed to flatter: but
the blemishing them will not (I confess) excuse our reform-
ers; therefore other things are to be considered for their
vindication. They did not at once attain the full know-
ledge of divine truth, so that in some particulars, as in that
of the corporal presence in the sacrament, both Cranmen
and Ridley were themselves then in the dark; Bertram’s
book first convinced Ridley, and he was the chief instru-
ment in opening Cranmer’s eyes: so if themselves were not
then enlightened, they could not instruct others. As for
other things, such as the giving the cup to the laity, the
worshipping God in a known . tongue, and several reforma-
tions about the mass, though they judged them necessary
to be done as soon as was possible, yet they had not so full
a persuasion of the necessity of these, as to think it a sin
not to do them. The prophet’s words to Naaman the Sy-
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rian might give them some coloar for that mistake; and the
practice of the apostles, who continued not only to worship
at the temple, but to circumcise and to offer sacrifices,
(which must have been done by St. Paul, when be purified
himself in the temple,) even after the law was dead by the
appearing of the gospel, seemed to excuse their compliance.
They had also observed, that as the apostles were al things
to all men, that so they might gain some ; so the primitive
Christians had brought in many rites of heathenism into
their worship: upon which inducements they were wrought
on to comply in some uneasy things, in which if these ex-
cuses do not wiwlly clear them, yet they very much lessen
their guilt.

And, after all this, it must be confessed they were men,
and had mixtures of fear and human infirmities with their
other excellent qualities: and indeed Cranmer was in all
other points so extraordinary a person, that it was perhaps
fit there should be some ingredients in his temper to lessen
the veneration,twhich his great worth might have raised too
high, if it had not been for these feeblenesses, which upon
some occasions appeared in him. But if we examine the
failings of some of the greatest of the primitive fathers, as
Athanasius, Cyril, and others, who were the most zealous
assertors of the faith, we must conclude them to have been
nothing inferior to any that can be charged on Cranmer;
whom if we consider narrowly, we shall find as eminent vir-
tues, and as few faults in him, as in any prelate that has
been in the Christian church for many ages. And if he
was prevailed on to deny his Master through fear, he did
wash off that stain by a sincere repentance and a patient
martyrdom, in which he expressed an eginent resentment of
his former frailty, with a pitch of constancy of mind above
the rate of modern examples.

But their virtues, as well as their faults, are set before us
for our instruction; and how frail soever the vessels were,
they have conveyed to us a treasure of great value, the pure
Gospel of our Lord and Saviour : which if we follow, and
govern our lives and hearts by it, we may hope in easier

b3
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and plainer paths to-attam that blessedness, which they
could not reach but through scorching flames; and if we
do not improve the advantages which this light affords, we
may either look for some of those trials, which were sent
for the exercise of their faith and patience, and perhaps for
the punishment of their former compliance; or, if we

escape these, we have cause to fear worse in the conclu-
sion.
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CHURCH OF ENGLAND.

BOOK I

A4 summary view of king Henry the Eighth’s reign, till the
process of his divorce was begum, in which the state of
England, chicfly as it related to religion, is opened.

JENGLAND had for a whole age felt the miseries poox
of along and cruel war between the two houses of I
York and Lancaster; during which time, as the Kfns Hen-
crown had lost great dominions beyond sea, so the sion toAthe
pation was much impoverished, many noble families 2, 1509,
extinguished, much blood shed, great animosities
every where raised, with all the other miseries of a
lasting civil war: but they now saw all these happily
composed when the two families did unite in king
Henry the Eighth. In his father’s reign they were
rather cemented and joined than united; whese
great partiality to the house of Lancaster, from which |
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BOIOK he was descended, and severity to the. branches of
s+ the house of York, in which even his own queen had
a large share, together with the impostors that were
set up to disturb his reign, kept these. heats alive,
which were now all buried in his grave: and this
made the succession of his son so universally accept-
able to the whole nation, who now hoped to revive
their former pretensions in France, and to have again
a large share in all the affairs of Europe, from which
their domestic broils had so long excluded them.
He procseds There was another thing, which made his first
,5";,,, wmaCOMing to the crown no less acceptable, which was,
f‘:{l:l';’: that the same day that his father died *he ordered
the same Dud.ley and Empson to be committed to the Tower.
:;'.’.b,,t His father, whether out of policy, or inclination, or
iolow. Doth, was all his life much set on the gathering of
ing. , treasure, so that those ministers were most accept-
* able, who could fill his coffers best; and though this
occasioned some tumults, and disposed the people
to all those commotions which fell out in his reign }
yet he being successful in them all, continued in his
course of heaping up money.

Towards the end of his life, he found out those
two instruments, who outdid all that went before
them; and what by vexatious suits upon penal but
obsolete laws, what by unjust imprisonments, and
other violent. and illegal proceedings, raised a gene~
ral odium upon the government ; and this grew upon
him with his years, and was come to so great a height
towards the end of his life, that he died in good time
for his own quiet : for as he used all possible endea~
vours to get money, so what he got he as carefully
kept, and distributed very little of it among those
about l.lim; 80 that he had many enemies and but
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few friends. This being well considered by his son, Book:
he began his government with the disgrace of those L
two ministers, against whom he proceeded according.
tolaw ; all the other inferior. officers whom they had
made use of were also imprisoned. -

When they had thus fallen, many and great com-
plaints came in from all parts against them; they
also, apprehending the danger they were like to be
in upon their master’s death, had been practising
with their partners to gather about them all the
power they could bring together, whether to secure
themselves from popular rage, or to make themselves
seem considerable, or ‘formidable to the new king.
This and other crimes being brought in against
them, they were found guilty of treason in a legal
trial. But the king judged this was neither a suf-
ficient reparation to his oppressed people, nor satis-
faction to justice: therefore he went further, and
both ordered restitution to be made by his father’s Han. -
executors of great sums of money, which had been
unjustly extorted from his subjects; and in his first
parliament, which he summoned to the twenty-first He hoids »
of January following, he not only delivered up ey
Empson and Dudley, with their complices, to the '5'™
justice of the two houses, who attainted them by act
of parliament, and a little after gave order for their
execution; but did also give his royal assent toAug.:s.
these other laws, by which the subject was secured .
from the like oppressions for the future: and, that
ke might not at all be suspected of any such inclina-
tions as his father had to amass treasure, he was the
most magnificent in his expense of any prince in-
Christeadom, and very bountiful to all about him;-
and as one extreme commonly produces another, so

B2 :
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His great
expense.

4 THE HISTORY OF

his father’s covetousness led him to be prodigal ; and
the vast wealth which was left him, being reckoned
no less than 1,800,000/. was in three years™ dissi-
pated, as if the son in his expense had vied industry
with his father in all his thrift.

Thomas earl of Surrey, (afterwards duke of Nor-
folk,) to shew how compliant he was to the humours
of the princes whom he served, as he had been lord
treasurer to the father the last seven years of his
life, so:being continued in the same office by this
king, did as dexterously comply with his prodigality,
as he had done formerly with his father’s sparing-
ness.

But this in the beginning of the prince’s reign did
much endear him both to the court and nation;

- there being a freer circulation of money, by which

His affairs

beyond sea.

trade was encouraged; and the courtiers tasted so
liberally of the king’s bounty, that he was every
where much magnified, though his expense proved
afterwards heavier to the subject, than ever his fa-

. ther’s avarice had been.

Another thing that raised the credit of this king
was, the great esteem he was in beyond sea, both for
his wisdom and power ; so that in all the treaties of
peace and war he was always much considered ; and
he did so exactly pursue that great maxim of princes,
of holding the balance, that still as it grew heavier,
whether in the scale of France or Spain, he go-
verned himself and them as & wise arbiter. His first
action was against France, which by the accession
of the duchy of Britain, through, his fither’s over-

_ sight, was made greater and more formidable to the

neighbouring princes; therefore the French suc-
cesses in Italy having united all the princes there
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against them, Spain and England willingly joined Boox
themselves in the quarrel. The kingdom of Spain__ "
being_also then united, conquered Navarre, which & ™ vitt
set them at great ease, and weakened the king

of France on that side. Whose affairs also de-
clining in Italy, this king finding him so much less-

ened, made peace with him, baving first managed

his share of the war with great honour at sea and

land : for going over in person, he did both defeat

the French army, and take Terwin and Tourney ;

the former . he demolished, the latter he kept: and in Aug. 24.
these exploits he had an unusual honour done him, 353"
which though it was a slight thing, yet was very
pleasant to him; Maximilian the emperor taking

pay in his army, amounting to a hundred crowns a

day, and upon all public solemnities giving the kmg

the precedence.

The peace between England and France was made Au. 7, .
firmer by Lewis the French king’s marrying Mary pat sada
the king's sister; but he dying soon -after, new puce
counsels were to be taken. Francis, who suoceeded,w(,m
did in the beginming of his reign court this kmg-’u 5
with great offers to renew the peace with him, wluch
was accordingly done. Afterward Francis falling in
with all his force upon the duchy of Milan, all en-
deavours were used to engage king Henry into the
war, both by the pope and emperor, this last feed-
ing him long with hopes of resigning the empire
to him, which wrought much on him; insomuch
that he did give them a great supply in money,
but he could not be engaged to divert Francis by
making war upon him: and Francis ending the war
of Italy by a peace, was so far from resenting what
the king bad done, that he courted him into a

B3
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BOIUK straiter league, and a match was agreed between
___ the dolphin and the lady Mary the king’s daugh-

oy eaY ter, and Tourney was delivered up to the French
the dol- 2

phin, Oct, 28810
8,1588. . But now Charles, archduke of Austria by his
father, and heir to the house of Burgundy by his
grandmother, and to the crown of Spain by his mo-
ther, began to make a great figure in the world;
Emperor and his grandfather Maximilian dying, Francis and
12,1519. he were corrivals for the empire: but Charles being
f;::::', preferred in the competition, there followed, what
June 38.  through personal animosities, what through reason
of state, and a desire of conquest, lasting wars be-
tween them; which though they were sometimes
for a while closed up, yet were never clearly ended.
And those two great monarchs, as they eclipsed
most other princes about them, so they raised’ this
king’s glory higher, both-courting him by turns, and
that not only by earnest and warm ‘addresses, but
oft by unusual submissions; in which they, knowing
how great an ingredient vanity was in his temper,
were never deficient when their affairs required it:
all which tended to make him appear greater in the
1520.  eyes of his own people. In the year 1520 there was
an interview agreed on between the French king
and him ; but the emperor, to prevent the effects he
feared from it, resolved to outdo the French king in
the compliment, and without any treaty or previous
The em- assurances came to Dover, and solicited the king’s
to England, friendship against Francis; and to advance his de-
May36. sign gained cardinal Wolsey, who then governed
all the king’s counsels, by the promise of making
- him pope; in which he judged he might faor a
present advantage promise a thing that seemed
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to be at so great a distance, (pope Leo the Tenth Book
being then but a foung man,) and with rich presents,
which -he made both to the king, the cardinals and
all the "court, wrought much on thém. But that
which prevailed most with the king was, that he
saw, though Charles had great dominions, yet they
lay at such a distance, that France alone was a suf-
ficient counterpoise to him; but if Francis could
keep Milan, recover Naples, Burgundy, and Navarre,
to all which he was then preparing, he would be an
uneasy neighbour to himself; and if he kept the
. footing he then had in Italy, he would lie so heavy

on the papacy, that the popes could no longer carry
equally in the affairs of Christendom, upon which

much depended, according to ‘the religion of that

time. Therefore he resolved to take part with the
emperor, till at least Francis was driven out of Italy,

and reduced to juster terms: so that the following sune ;.
interview between Francis and him produced nothing

but a vast expense and high compliments : ‘and from

a second interview between the king and the em-

peror, Francis was full of jealousy, in which what
followed justified his apprehensions; for the War July 1o.
going on between the emperor and Francis, the me
king entered into a league with the former, and Fro°
made war upon France.

But the pope dying sooner than it seems the em- LeoX. dies,
peror looked for, cardinal Wolsey claimed his pro-i5s;.”
mise for the papacy; but before the messenger came
to him, Adrian the emperor’s tutor was chosen pope : Adrian cho-
yet, to feed the cardinal with fresh hopes, a new ju'g
promise was made for the next vacancy, and in the '5*
mean while he was put in hope of the archbishopric
of Toledo. But two years after, that pope dying, ser 1s

B4 1§93
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Book the emperor again broke his word with him; yet

I __though he was thereby totally alnated from him,

he concealed his indignation-till the public concerns

should give him a good opportunity to prosecute it

upon a better colour; and by his letters to Rome

dissembled his resentments so artificially, that, in a

3:’:":::. congratulation he wrote to pope Clement, he “ pro.

sen, Nov.  tested his election was matter of such joy both to

9 “ the king and himself, that nothing had ever be-

< fallen them which pleased them better, and that he

“ was the very person whom they had wished to see

1523, ““raised to that greatness.” But while the war went

on, the emperor did cajole the king with the highest

compliments possible, which always wrought much

Emperor 0N him, and came in person into Eungland to be in-

Dover, May Stalled knight of the garter, where a new league

.}%,mp,_ was concluded, by which, beside mutual assistance,

ror oo, & Mmatch was agneed on. betweeaf. the emperor and the

:i:::;:esr" lady Mary, the king’s only.child by his’queen, of

June 19. Whom he had no hopes of more issue. This was

sworn to on both hands, and the emperor was oblig-

ed, when she was of age, to marry her, per.verbade -

presenti, under pain of excommunication and the
forfeiture of 100,000 pounds.

The war went on with great success on the em-
peror’s part, especially after the battle of Pavia, in
whichFrancis his army was totally defeated, and
himself taken prisoner and carried inta Spain. After
which the emperor, being much offended with the
pope for joining with Francis, turned his arms against

Msy 6, him, which were so successful, that he besieged and
527 took Rome, and kept the pope prisoner six months.

The cardinal, finding the public interests concur
so happily with his private distastes, engaged the

*
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kimg to take part with France, and afterwards with BOOK

the pope against the emperor, his greatness now be-
ceming the terror of Christendom ; for the emperor,
lifted up with his success, began to think of no less
than an universal empire. And first, that he might
unite all Spain together, he preferred a match with
Portugal, to that which he had before contracted in
England : and he thought it not enough to break off
his-sworn alliance with the king, but he did it with
an heavy imputation on the lady Mary; for in his
council it was said that she was illegitimate, as being
born in an unlawful marriage, so that no advantage
could be expected from her title to the succession, as
will appear more particularly in the second book.

And the pope having dispensed with the oath, he e

married the infanta of Portugal. Besides, though
the king of England had gone deep in the charge,
he would give him no share in the advantages of the
war ; much less give him that assistance which he
had promised him to recover his ancient inheritance
in France. The king, being irritated with his ma-
nifold ill usage, and led on by his own interests, and
by the offended cardinal, joined himself to the in-
terests of France. Upon which there followed not
only a firm alliance, but a personal friendship, which
appeared in all the most obliging expressions that
could be devised. And upon the king’s threatening
to make war on the emperor, the French king was
set at liberty, though on very hard terms, if any Mar. s,
thing can be hard that sets a king out of prison ; '***

but he still acknowledged he owed his liberty to .

klllg Henry The Cle-
Then followed the famous Clementme league be- mentine

tween the pope and Francis, the Venetians, the Flo- ',.,“,‘,“:’,,

1526.
[ ]
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BOOK rentines, and Francis Sforza, duke of Milan, by which
—L__the pape absolved the French king from the oath he
had sworn at Madrid, and they all united against

the emperor, and declared the king of England pro-

tector of the league. This gave the emperor great
distaste, who complained of the pope as an ungrate.

ful and perfidious person. The first beginning of

the. storm fell heavy on the pope; for the French

king, who had a great mind to have his children

again into his own hands, that lay hostages in

Spain, went on but slowly in performing his part.

And the king of England would not openly break

‘with the emperor, but seemed to reserve himself to

be arbiter between the princes. So that the Colon-

o nas, being of the imperial faction, with 3000 men
sept.20. entered Rome, and sacked a part of it, forcing the
pope to fly into the castle of St. Angelo, and ‘to

make peace with the emperor. But as soon as that

fear was over, the pope returning to his old arts,
complained of the cardinal of Colonna, and resolved

to deprive him of that dignity, and with an army
entered the kingdom of Naples, taking divers places

that belonged to that family. But the confederates

coming slowly to his assistance, and he hearing of

great forces that were coming from Spain against

him, submitted himself to the emperor, and made

a cessation of arms; but being again encouraged

with some hopes from his allies, and (by a creation

of fourteen cardinals for money) having raised

1537 800,000 ducats, he disowned the treaty, and gave
. the kingdom of Naples to count Vaudemont, whom
he sent with forces to subdue it: but the duke of
Bourbon prevented him, and went to Rome; and

giving the assault, in which himself received his

t.
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mortal wound, the city was taken by storm, and BoOK
plundered for several days, about 5000 being killed.

The pope with seventeen cardinals fled to the castle joymoe:
of 8t. Angelo, but was forced to render his person,May 16.
-and to pay 400,000 ducats to the army.

This gave great offence to all the princes of Christ-
endom, except the Lutherans of Germany ; but none
resented it more loudly than this king, who sent
over cardinal Wolsey to make up a new treaty with July 11,
Francis, which was chiefly intended for setting the
pope at liberty. Nor did the emperor know well
how to justify an action which seemed so inconsist-
ent with his devotion to the see of Rome; yet the
pope was for some months detained a prisoner, till
at length the emperor, having brought him to his -
own terms, ordered him to be set at liberty : but he,
being weary of his guards, escaped in a disguise, Dec. .
and owned his liberty to have flowed chiefly from
the king’s endeavours to procure it. And thus stood
the king as to foreign affairs: he had infinitely
obliged both the pope and the French king, and
was firmly united to them, and engaged in a war
against the emperor, when he began first to move
about his divorce.

As for Scotland, the near alliance between him The king’s
and James the Fourth, king of Scotland, did not take syt
away the standing animosities between the. two na-Scotaod:
tions, nor interrupt the alliance between France and
Scotland. And therefore, when he made the first
war upon France, in the fourth year of his reign,
the king of Scotland came with a great army into
the north of England but was totally defeated by sept. o,
the earl of Surrey in Floudon Field. The king him- "%
self was either killed in the battle, or soon -after;
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BooK so that the kingdom falling under factions, during
I __the minority of the new king, the government was
but feeble, and scarce able to secure its own quiet.
And the duke of Albany, the chief instrument of
the French faction, met with such opposition from
the parties that were raised against him by king
Heury’s means, that he could give him no disturb-
ance. And when there came to be a lasting peace
between England and France, then, as the- king
needed fear no trouble from that warlike nation, so
he got a great interest in the government there.
And at this time money becoming a more effectual
engine than any the war had ever produced, and
the discovery of the Indies having brought great
wealth into Europe, princes began to deal moré in
that trade than before; so that both France and
England had their instruments in Scotland, and
gave considerable yearly pensions to the chief heads
of parties and families. In the search I have made,
I have found several warrants for sums of money, to
be sent into Scotland, and divided there among the
favourers of the English interest ; and it is not to be
doubted but France traded in the same manner;
which continued till a happier way was found out
for extinguishing these quarrels, both the crowns
being set on one head.
Hicow-  Having thus shewed the state of this king’s go-
bome.  vernment as to foreign matters, I shall next give an
account of the administration of affairs at home,
both as to civil and spiritual matters. The king,
upon his first coming to the crown, did choose a wise
council, partly out of those whom his father had
trusted, partly out of those that were recommended
to him by his grandmother, the countess of Rich-
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mond ‘and Derby, in whom was the right of the BOOK

house of Lancastér, though she willingly devolved

ber pretensions on her son, claiming nothing to her-

self, but the satisfaction of being mother to a king. -

She was a wise and religious woman, and died soon

after her grandson came to the crown. There was

a faction in the council between Fox bishop of Win-

chester, and the lord treasurer, which could never be

well made up, though they were oft reconciled : Fox

always complaining of the lord treasurer, for squan-

dering away so soon that vast mass of treasure, left

by the king’s father; in which the other justified

himself, that what he did was by the king’s war-

rants, which he could not disobey : but Fox objected,

that he was too easy to answer, if not to procure

these warrants, and that he ought to have given the

king better advice. In the king’s-first parliamentan. a1,

things went as he desited upon his delivering up'*"

Empson and Dudley, in which his preventing the

severity of the houses, and proceeding against them

at the common law, as it secured his ministers from

an unwelcome. precedent, 8o the whole honour of it

fell on the king’s justice. _
His next parliament was in the third year of his Fev. 4,

reign, and there was considered the brief from pope *'*

Julius the Second to the king, complaining of the in-

dignities and injuries done to the apostolic see and

the pope by the French king, and entreating the

king’s assistance with such cajoling words as are

always to be expected from popes on the like occa-

sions. It was first read by the master of the rolls in

the house of lords, and then the lord chancellor (War-

' ham, archbishop of Canterbury) and the lord trea-

surer, with other lords, went down to the house of
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BOOK ocommons and read it there. Upon this and other

' reasons they gave the king subsidies towards the
war with France. At this time Fox, to strengthen
Cankinal his party against the lord treasurer, finding Thomas
rsing.  Wolsey to be a likely man to get into the king’s fa-
vour, used all his endeavours to raise him, who was
at that time neither unknown nor inconsiderable,
being lord almoner; he was at first made a privy
counsellor, and . frequently admitted to the king’s
presence, and waited on him over to France. The
king liked him well, which he so managed that he
quickly engrossed the king’s favour to himself, and
for fifteen years together was the most absolute fa-
vourite that had ever been seen in England : all fo-
reign treaties and places of trust at home were at
his ordering ; he did what he pleased, and his as-
cendant over the king was such, that there never
appeared any party against him. all that while. The
great artifice by which he insinuated himself so
much on the king, is set down very plainly by one
Caven.  that knew him well, in these words: In him the
ey, king conceived such a loving fancy, especially for
b, that he was most earnest and readiest in all the
neb. 0. 0. council to advance the king’s only will and plea-

ierpoint,

sure, having no respect to the case ; and whereas

the ancient counsellors would, according to the qffice

of good counsellors, divers times persuade the king

to have sometime a recourse unto the council, there.

to hear what was done in weighty matters, the

king was nothing at all pleased therewith ; for he

loved nothing worse than to be constrained to do any

thing contrary to his pleasure, and that knew the
almoner very well; having secret insinuations of

the king’s intentions ; and so fast as. the others

\
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counselled the king to leave his pleasures, and to BOOK
attend his qffasrs, so busily did the almoner. per-
suade him to the contrary, whick delighted him
much, and caused him to have the greater qffection
and love to the alrmme’ Having got into such
power, he observed the king’s inclinations exactly,
and followed his interests closely: for. though he
made other. princes retain him with great presents
and pensions, yet he never engaged the king into
any. alliance but what was. for his advantage. For
affairs at home, after he was established in his great-
ness, he affected to govern without parliaments;
there being from the seventh year of his reign, after

which he got the great seal, but one parliament in

the fourteenth and fifteenth year, and no more till

the one and twentieth, when matters were turning
about : but he raised great sums of money by loans

and benevolences. And indeed if we look on him

as a minister of state, he was a very, extraordi:

nary person; but as he was a churchman, he was

the disgrace of his profession. He not only served-

the king in all his secret pleasures, but was lewd and
vicious himself ; so that his having the French pox
(which in those days was a matter of no small in-

famy) was so public, that it was brought against

him in parliament when he fell in disgrace: he was

a man of most extravagant vanity, as appears by

the great state he_lived in; and to feed that, his
ambition and covetousness were proportionable.

He was first made bishop of Tourney, when that oct. 1513.
town was taken from the French; then he was made
bishop of ®Lincoln, which was the first bishopric mp
that fell void in this kingdom ; after that, upon car- ;: f:;;'i’

dinal Bembridge his death, he parted with Lincoln, k. .

Rot. Pat.
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BOOK and was made archbishop of *York ; then Hadriam,
__"_ that was a cardinal and bishop of Bath and Wells,

e bNor.6. being deprived, that °see was given to him ; then
L part. the abbey of ¢8t. Alban’s was given to him ¢ com-
¢ Aug. 28. mendam : he next parted with Bath and Wells, and
1oowem got the bishopric of *Duresme, which he afterwards
N, exchanged for the bishopric of ‘Winchester: but

1.
;:*p:ts“" besides all that he had in his own hands, the king
kP, granted him a full power of disposing of all the ec-
15.7es . Clesiastical benefices in England, (which brought him
5™ in as much money as all the places he held;) for
wz 4 having so vast a power committed to him both from
2.0t the king and the pope as to church preferments, it

may-be easily gathered what advantages a man of
his temper would draw from it. Warham was lord
chancellor the first seven years of the king’s reign,
but retired to give place to this aspiring favourite,
who had a mind to the great seal, that there might
be no interfering between the legantine and chan-
_cery courts. And perhaps it wrought somewhat on
his vanity, that even after he was cardinal, Warham
. a8 lord chancellor took place of him, as appears from
the entries made in the journals of the house of
peers in the parliament held the seventh year of the
king’s reign, and afterwards gave him place, as ap-
pears on many occasions, particularly in the letter
written to the pope 1530, set down by the lord Her-
bert, which the cardinal subscribed before Warham.
We have nothing on record to shew what a speaker
he was, for all the journals of parliament from the
seventh to the twenty-fifth year of this king are lost;
but it is like he spoke as his predecessor in that office,
Warham, did, whose speeches, as they are entered in
the journals, are sermons begun with a text of scrip-
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ture ; which he expounded and applied to the busi- Book
ness they were to go upon, stuffing them with the
most fulsome flattery of the king that was possible.

The next in favour and power was the lord trea-
surer, restored to his father’s honour of duke of Nor-
folk, to whom his son succeeded in that office as well
as in his hereditary honours; and managed his in-
terest with the king so dexterously, that he stood in
all the changes that followed, and continued lord
treasurer during the reign of this king, till near the
end of it, when he fell through jealousy rather than
guilt : this shewed how dexterous a man he was,
that could stand so long in that employment under
such a king. '

But the chief favourite in the king’s pleasures was
Charles Brandon, a gallant graceful person, one of
the strongest men of the age, and so a fit match for
the king at his justs and tiltings, which was the
manly diversion of that time; and the king taking
much pleasure in it, being of a robust body, and sin-
gularly expert at it, he was 30 able to second him in
these courses, grew mightily in his favour, so that he
made him first viscount Lisle, and some months after may 15.
duke of Suffolk. Nor was he less in the ladies’ fa- 5. ;2% g,
vours, than the king’s ; for his sister the lady Mary Pat.
liked him, and being but so long married to king
Lewis of France, as to make her queen dowager of
France, she resolved to choose her second husband
herself, and cast her eye on the duke of Suffolk, who
was then sent over to the court of France. Her bro-
ther bad designed the marriage between them, yet
would not openly give his consent to it; but she by
a strange kind of wooing prefixed him the term of
four days to gain her consent, in which she told him

VOL. I. C
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BOOK if he did not prevail, he should for ever lose all his

Apr. 1518,

hopes of having her, though after such a declaration
he was like to meet with no great difficulty from
her. So they were married, and the king was easily
pacified, and received them into favour; neither did

Lady Mary his favour die with her, for it continued all his life :

died June
23, 1533.

June 17,

. reg.
Bot.l’lt.

Dauke of
Richmond
died June
a3, 1536.

but he never meddled much in business, and, by all
that appears, was a better courtier than statesman.
Little needs be said of any other person more than
will afterwards occur.

- The king loved to raise mean persons, and upon
the least distaste to throw them down: and falling
into disgrace, he spared not to sacrifice them to pub-
lic discontents. His court was magnificent, and his
expense vast; he indulged himself in his pleasures :
and the hopes of children (besides the lady Mary)
failing by the queen, he, who of all things desired
issue most, kept one Elizabeth Blunt, by whom he
had Henry Fitzroy, whom in the seventeenth year
of his reign he created earl of Nottingham, and the
same day made him duke of Richmond and Somer-
set, and intended afterwards to have put him in the
succession of the crown after his other children ; but
his death prevented it.

As for his parliament, he took great care to keep
a good understanding with them, and chiefly with
the house of commons, by which means he seldom
failed to carry matters as he pleased among them :
only in the parliament held in the fourteenth and fif-
teenth of his reign, the demand of the subsidy to-
wards the war with France being so high as 800,0007.
the fifth of men’s goods and lands, to be paid in four
years, and the cardinal being much bated, there was
great opposition made to it: for which the cardinal
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blsmed sir Thomas More much, who was then BOOK.
. speaker of the house of commons ; and finding that
which was offered was not above the half of what
was asked, went himself to the house of commons,
and desired to hear the reasons of those who op-
posed his demands, that he might answer them : but
he was told the order of their house was to reason
only among themselves; and so went away much
dissatisfied. It was with great difficulty that they
obtained a subsidy of three shillings in the %b. to be
paid in four years.  This disappointment, it seems,
did so offend the cardinal, that as no parliament had
been called for seven years before, so there was none
summoned for seven years after. And thus stood
the civil government of England in the nineteenth
year of the king's reign, when the matter of the di-
vorce was first moved. But I shall next open the
state of affairs in reference to religious and spiritual
cohcerns.

King Henry was bred with more care than had He wae
been usually bestowed on the education of princes e,
for many ages, who had been only trained up to
those exercises that ‘prepared them to war; and if
they could read and write, more was not expected
of them. But learning began now to flourish ; and
as the house of Medici in Florence had great honour -
by the protection it gave to learned mien, so otlier
princes every where cherished the Muses. King
Henry the Seventh, though illiterate himself, ‘yet
took care to have his children instructed in good
letters. And it  generally passes current, that he
bred his serond son a scholar, having désigned him
to be archbishop of Canterbury; but that has no
foundatien ; for the writers of that time tell, that

c2
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BOOK his elder brother prince Arthur was also bred a scho:
__lar. And all the instruction king Henry had in

learning must have been after his brother was dead,
when that design had vanished with his life. For
he being born the twenty-eighth of June 1491, and
prince Arthur dying the second of April 1502, he
was not full eleven years of age when he became
prince of Wales; at which age princes have seldom
made any great progress in learning. . But king
Henry the Seventh judging either that it would
make his sons greater princes, and fitter for the ma-
nagement of their affairs, or being jealous of their
looking too early into business, or their pretending
to the crown upon their mother’s title, which might
have been a dangerous competition to him, that was
so little beloved by his subjects, took this method
for amusing them with other things : thence it was,
that his son was the most learned prince that had
been in the world for many ages, and deserved the
title Beau-clerke, on a better account than his pre-
decessor that long before had carried it. The learn-
ing then in credit was either that of the schools,
about abstruse questions of divinity, which from the
days of Lombard were debated and descanted on
with much subtlety and nicety, and exercised all
speculative divines; or the study of the canon law,
which was the way to business and preferment. To
the former of these the king was much addicted, and
delighted to read often in Thomas Aquinas; and
this made cardinal Wolsey more acceptable to him,
who was chiefly conversant in that sort of learning.
He loved the purity of the Latin tongue, which
made him be so kind to Erasmus, that was the great
restorer of it, and to Polydore Virgil ; though nei-
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ther of these made their court dexterously with the Book
cardinal, which did much intercept the king’s favour ——
to them ; so that the one left England, and the other
was but coarsely used in it, who has sufficiently re-
venged himself upon the cardinal’s memory. The
philosophy then in fashion was so intermixed with
their divinity, that the king understood it too; and
was also a good musician, as appears by two whole
masses which he composed. He- never wrote well,
but scrawled so that his hand was scarce legible.
Being thus inclined to learning; he was much court-
ed by all hungry scholars, who generally over Eu-
rope dedicated their books to him, with such flatter-
ing epistles, that it very much lessens him, to see how
he delighted in such stuff. For if he had not taken
pleasure in it, and rewarded them, it is not likely
that others should have been every year writing after
such ill copies. Of all things in the world flattery
wrought most on him ; and no sort of flattery pleased
him better than to have his great learning and wis-
dom commended. And in this his parliaments, his
courtiers, his chaplains, foreigners and .natives, all
seemed to vie who should exceed most, and came to
speak to him in a style which was scarce fit to be
used to any creature. But he designed to entail
these praises on his memory, cherishing churchmen
more than any king in England had ever done; he
also courted the pope with a constant submission,
and upon all occasions made the popes’ interests his
own, and made war and peace as they desired him.
So that had he died any time before the nineteenth
year of his reign, he could scarce have escaped being
canonized, notwithstanding all his faults; for he
abounded in those virtues which had given saintship
; c3

-
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to kings for near a thousand years together, and had
done more than they all did, by writing a book for
the Roman faith.

England had for above three hundred years been '

the tamest part of Christendom to the papal au-
thority, and had been accordingly dealt with. But
though the parliaments, and two or three high-spi-
rited kings, had given some interruption to the cruel
exactions and other illegal proceedings of the court
of Rome, yet that court always gained their designs
in the end. But even in this king’s days, the crown
was not quite stript of all its authority over spiritual
persons. The investitures of bishops and abbots,
which had been originally given by the delivery of
the pastoral ring and staff, by the kings of England,
were after some opposition wrung out of their hands;
yet I find they retained another thing, which upon
the matter was the same. When any see was va-
cant, a writ was issued out of the chancery for seiz-
ing on all the temporalities of the bishopric; and
then the king recommended one to the pope, upon
which his bulls were expeded at Rome, and so by a
warrant from the pope he was consecrated, and in-
vested in the spiritualities of the see ; but was to ap-
pear before the king either in person or by proxy,
and remounce every clause in his letters and bulls,

_ that were or might be prejudicial to the prerogative

Mtutlo

utll

of the crown, or contrary to the laws of the land, and
was to swear fealty and allegiance to the king. And
after this a new writ was issued out of the chancery,

bearing that this was done, and that thereupon the:

temporalities should be restored. Of this there are
so many precedents in the records, that every one
that has searched them must needs find them in
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every year ; but when this began, I leave to the more BOOK
learned in the law to discover. And for proof of it
the reader will find in the Collection the fullest Te- Collect.
cord which I met with concerning it in Henry the V™™’
Seventh his reign, of cardinal Adrian’s being invested
in the bishopric of Bath and Wells. So that upon
the matter the kings then disposed of all bishoprics,
keeping that still in their own hands which made
them most desired in those ages; and so had the
bishops much at their devotion..

But king Henry in a great degree parted with
this, by the abovementioned power granted to car-
dinal Wolsey, who being legate as well as lord chan-
cellor, it was thought a great error in government
to lodge such a trust with him, which might have
passed into a precedent for other legates pretending
to the same power; since the papal greatness had
thus risen, and oft upon weaker grounds to the
height it was then at. Yet the kmg had no mind License to
to suffer the laws made against the suing out of;m::‘
bulls in the court of Rome without his leave to beJ7ronb.3-
neglected for I find several licenses granted to sueeg: Rot.
bulls in that court, bearing for their preamble the
statute of the sixteenth of Richard the Second against
the pope’s pretended power in England.

But the immunity of ecclesiastical persons was a
thing that occasioned great complaints. And good
cause there was for them. For it was ordinary for
persons after the greatest crimes to get into orders;
and then not only what was'past must be forgiven
them, but they were not to be questioned for any
crime after holy orders given, till they were first de-
graded ; and till that was done they were the bi-
shop’s prisoners. Whereupon there arose a great

c4
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BoOK dispute in the beginning of this king’s reign, of

___which none of our historians having taken any no-
tice, I shall give a full account of it.

Acontest  King Henry the Seventh in his fourth parliament

scaeinati- did a little lessen the privileges of the clergy, enact-

iy Ker. ing that clerks convicted should be burnt in the
i A Re- hand. But this not'proving a sufficient restraint, it
was enacted in parliament, in the fourth year of this
king, that all murderers and robhers should be de-
nied the benefit of their clergy. But though this
seemed a very just law, yet to make it pass through
the house of lords, they added two provisoes to it, the
one for excepting all such as were within the holy
orders of bishop, priest, or deacon; the other that
the act should only be in force till the next parlia-
ment. With these provisos it was unanimously as-
sented to by the lords on the twenty-sixth of Janu-
ary, 1513, and being agreed to by the commons, the
royal assent made it a law : pursuant to which, many
murderers and felons were denied their clergy, and
the law passed on them to the great satisfaction of
the whole nation. But this gave great offence to the:
“clergy, who had no mind to suffer their immunities
to be touched or lessened. And judging that if the
laity made bold with inferior orders, they would pro-
ceed further even against sacred orders ; therefore as
their ‘opposition was such, that the act not being
continued, did determine at the next parliament,
(that was in the fifth year of the king,) so they, not
satisfied with that, resolved to fix a censure on that
act as contrary to the franchises of the holy church.
And the abbot of Winchelcomb being more forward
than the rest, during the session of parliament in the
seventh year of this king’s reign, in a sermon at
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Paul’s Cross, said openly, That that act was con- Boox
trary to the law of God, and to the liberties of the
holy church, and that all who assented to it, as well
spiritual as temporal persons, had by so doing in-
curred the censures of the church. And for confir-
mation of his opinion, he published a book to prove,
that all clerks, whether of the greater or lower or-
ders, were sacred, and exempted from all temporal
punishments by the secular judge, even in criminal
cases. 'This made great noise, and all the temporal
lords, with the concurrence of the house of commons,
desired the king to suppress the growing insolence
of the clergy. So there was a hearing of the matter
before the king, with all the judges, and the king’s
temporal council. Doctor Standish, guardian of the
Mendicant Friars in London, (afterwards bishop of
Saint Asaph,) the chief of the king’s spiritual coun-
cil, argued, That, by the law, clerks had been still
convened and judged in the king’s court for civil
crimes, and that there was nothing either in the
laws of God, or the church, inconsistent with it ; and
that the public good of the society, which was chiefly
driven at by all laws, and ought to be preferred to
all other things, required that crimes should be pu-
nished. But the abbot of Winchelcomb, being coun-
sel for the clergy, excepted to this, and said, There
was a decree made by the church expressly to the
contrary, to which all ought to pay obedience un-
der the pain of mortal sin ; and that therefore the
trying of clerks in the civil courts was a sin in
stself. Standish upon this turned to the king, and
said, God forbid that all the decrees of the church
should bind. - It seems the bishops think not so;
Jor though there is a decree that they should reside
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BOOK at their cathedrals all the festivals of the year, yet
___ the greater part of them do it not; adding, that no

decree could bave any force in England till it was
received there; and that this decree was never re-
ceived in England, but that, as well since the mak-
ing of it, as before, clerks had been tried for crimes
in the civil courts. To this the abbot made no an-
swer, but brought a place of scripture to prove this
exemption to have come from our Saviour’s words,
Nolite tangere christos meos, Touch not mine
anointed ; and therefore princes ordering clerks to
be arrested, and brought before their courts, was
contrary to scripture, against which no custom can
take place. Standish replied, these words were never
said by our Saviour, but were put by David in his
Psalter one thousand years before Christ; and he said
these words had no relation to the civil judicatories,
but because the greatest part of the world was then
wicked, and but a small number believed the law,
they were a charge to the rest of the world, not to
do them harm. But though the abbot had been very
violent, and confident of his being able to confound
all that held the contrary opinion, yet he made mo
answer to this. The laity that were present, being
confirmed in their former opinion by hearing the
matter thus argued, moved the bishops to order the
abbot to renounce his former opinion, and recant his
sermon at Paul’'s Cross. But they flatly refused
to do it, and said they were bound by the laws
of the holy church to maintain the abbot’s opinion
in_every point of it. Great heats followed upon
this during the sitting of the parliament, of which
there is a very partial entry made in the journal of
the lords’ house ; and no wonder, the clerk of the
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parliament, doctor Tylor, doctor of the canon law, BOOK
being at the same time speaker of the lower house

of convocation. The entry is in these words: Ia 3‘;"‘,;‘""
this parliament and convocation there were most ;™ 0>
dangerous contentions between the clergy and the '
secular power, about the ecclesiastical liberties, mpmamﬂ
Standish, a minor friar, being the insirument and i
promoter of all that mischicf. But a passage fell"'““
out, that made this matter be more fully prosecuteda"’;’;""
in the Michaelmas term. Ome Richard Hunne, a Dec. 1515
merchant taylor in London, was questioned by amw,m
clerk in Middlesex for a mortuary, pretended to be Zoet” cle.
due for a child of his that died five weeks old. The““""‘“
clerk claimed the beering sheet, and Hunne refusing %™ e et oo
to give it; upon that he was sued, but his counsel ::e ;‘:b_
advised him to sue the clerk in a premunire, foreumm-
‘bringing the king’s subjects before a foreign court ; oir, guod
the spiritual court sitting by authority from the le- ;f",;’::‘._‘
gate. This touched the clergy so in the quick, that “emenio «
they used all the arts they could to fasten heresy on o pericw.
him ; and understanding that he had Wickliff’s Blble, seditionss
upon that he was attached of heresy and put in the i it cleraom
Lollard’s tower at Paul’s, and examined upon some i
articles objected to him by Fitz-James, then bishop 777 #er-
of London. He denied them as they were charged mﬁ;:»
against him, but acknowledged he had said some s tre minare,
words sounding that way, for which he was sorry, s:m
and asked God’s mercy, and submitted himself to Zrm
the bishop’s correction; upon which he ought to Tt o
have been enjoined penance, and set at liberty ; but & Foall and
he persisting still in his suit in the king’s eourts,

they used him most cruelly. On the fourth of De-
cember he was found hanged in the chamber where Hunne
he was kept prisoner. And doctor Horsey, chancel- ::,“,.,‘,’,‘,' in
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lor to the bishop of London, with the other officers

",“‘l—"— who had the charge of the prison, gave it out that

he had hanged himself. But the coroner of London
coming to hold an inquest on the dead body, they
found him hanging so loose, and in a silk girdle,
that they clearly perceived he was killed ; they also
found his neck had been broken, as they judged,
with an iron chain, for the skin was all fretted and
cut; they saw some streams of blood about his body,
besides several other evidences, which made it clear
he had not murdered himself: whereupon they did
acquit the dead body, and laid the murder on the
officers: that had the charge of that prison: and by
other proofs they found the bishop’s sumner and the
belringer guilty of it; and by the deposition of the
sumner himself it did appear, that the chancellor
and he, and the belringer, did murder him, and
then hang him up.

But as the inquest proceeded in this trial, the bi-
shop began a new process against the dead body of
Richard Hunne, for other points of heresy; and se-
veral articles were gathered out of Wickliff’s preface .
to the Bible, with which he was charged. And his
having the book in his possession being taken for
good evidence, he was judged an heretic, and his
hody delivered to the secular power. When judgment
was given, the bishops of Duresme and Lincoln, with
many doctors hoth of divinity and the canon law, sat
with the bishop of London; so that it was looked on
as an act of the whole clergy, and done by common

Andbisbo- consent. On the twentieth of December his body

dy burned,

Dec. 20,
1514.

was burnt at Smithfield.
But this produced an effect very different from
what. was expected ; for it. was hoped that he being.
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found an heretic, nobody should appear for him any BOOK

more : whereas, on the contrary, it occasioned a great
outcry, the man having lived in very good reputa-
tion among his neighbours; so that after that day
the city of London was never well affected to the
popish clergy, but inclined to follow any body who
spoke against them, and every one looked on it as a
cause of common concern. All exclaimed against
the cruelty of their clergy, that for a man’s suing
a clerk according to law he should be long and
hardly used in a severe imprisonment, and at last
cruelly murdered ; and all this laid on himself to de-
fame him, and ruin his family. And then to burn
that body which they had so handled, was thought -
such a complieation of cruelties, as few barbarians
had ever been guilty of. The bishop, finding that
the inquest went on, and the whole matter was dis-
covered, used all possible endeavours to stop their
proceedings ; and they were often brought before the
king’s council, where it was pretended that all pro-
ceeded from malice and heresy. The cardinal la-
boured to procure an order to forbid their going any
further, but the thing was both so foul and so evi-
dent that it could not be done; and that opposition
made it more generally believed. In the parlia-
ment there was a bill sent up to the lords by the
commons for restoring Hunne’s children, which was
passed, and had the royal assent to it; but another
bill being brought in about this murder, it occa-
sioned great heats among them. The bishop of
London said, that Hunne had hanged himself, that
the inquest were false perjured caitiffs, and if they:
proceeded further, he could not keep his house for
heretics ; so that the bill which was sent up by the
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BOOK commonﬁ was but once read in the house of lords, for

April 3.

the power of the clergy was great there. But the trial
went on, and both the bishop’s chancellor and the
sumner were indicted as principals in the murder.

- 'The convocation ‘that was then sitting, finding so
great a stir made, and that all their liberties were
now struck at, resolved to call doctor Standish to an
account for what he had said and argued in that
matter ; so he being summoned before them, some
articles were objected to him by word of mouth,
concerning the judging of clerks in civil courts;
and the day following, they being put in writing,
the bill was delivered to him, and a day assigned for
him to make answer. The doctor, perceiving their
intention, and judging it would go hard with him if
he were tried before them, went and claimed the
king’s protection from this trouble that he was now
brought in, for discharging his duty as the king’s
spiritual counsel. But the clergy made their excuse
to the king, that they were not to question him for
any thing he had said as the king’s counsel; but for
some lectures he read at St. Paul’s and elsewhere,
contrary to the law of God, and liberties of the
holy church, whick they were bound to maintain ;
and desired the king's assistance according to his
coronation oath, and as he would not incur the cen-
sures of the holy church. On the other hand, the
temporal lords and judges, with the concurrence of
the house of commons, addressed to the king to main-
tain the temporal jurisdiction according to his coro-
nation oath, and to protect Standish from the malice
of his enemies.

. This put the king in great perplexity, for he had
no mind to lose any part of his temporal jurisdic-
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tion, and on the other hand was no less apprehensive BOOK
of the dangerous effects that might follow on a ——
breach with the clergy. 8o he <called for doctor
Veysey, then dean of his chapel, and afterwards bi-
shop of Exeter, and charged him upon his allegiance -
to declare the truth to him in that matter: which
after some study he did, and said, upon his faith,
conscience, and allegiance, he did think: that the con-
vening of clerks before the secular judge, which had
been always practised in England, might well con-
sist with the law of God, and the true lberties of the
Roly church. This gave the king great satisfaction;
so he commanded all the judges, and his council both
spiritual and temporal, and some of both houses, to
meet at Black-Friars, and to hear the matter ar-
gued. The bill against doctor Standish was read,
which consisted of six articles that were objected to
him. First, That ke had said that the lower orders
were not sacred. Secondly, That the exemption of
clerks was not founded on a divine right. Thirdly,
That the laity might coerce clerks when the pre-
lates did not their duty. Fourthly, That no posi-
tive ecclesiastical law binds any but those who re-
ceive it.  Fifthly, That the study of the canon law
was needless. Sixthly, That of the whole volume
of the Decretum, so muck as a man could hold in
his fist, and no more, did oblige Christians. To
these doctor Standish answered, That for those things
expressed in the third, the fifth, and the sixth arti-
cles, he had never taught them; as for his asserting
them at any time in discourse, as he did not remem-
ber it, so he did not much care whether he had done
itor not. To the first he said, Lesser orders in one
_sense are sacred, and in another they are not sacred.
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BOOK For the second and fourth, he confessed he had

taught them, and was ready to justify them. It was
ohjected by the clergy, that as, by the law of God, #o
man could judge his father, it being contrary to that
commandment, Honour thy father : so churchmen
being spiritual fathers, they could not be judged by
the laity, who were their chtldren. To which he an-
swered, That as that only concluded in favour of
priests, those in inferior orders not being fathers ; so
it was a mistake to say a judge might not sit upon
his natural father, for the judge was by another re-
lation above his natural father: and though the com-
mandment is conceived in general words, yet there
are some exceptions to be admitted ; as though it be
said, Thou shalt not kill, yet in some cases we may
lawfully kill; so in the case of justice, a judge may
lawfully sit on his father.

But doctor Veysey’s argument was that- which
took most with all that were present. He said, it

. was certain that the laws of the church did not bind

any but those who received them. To prove this,
he said, that in old times all secular priests were
married ; but in the days of St. Augustine, the apo-
stle of England, there was a decree made to the
contrary, which was received in England, and in
many other places, by virtue whereof the secular
priests in England may not marry : but this law not
being universally received, the Greek church never
Judged themselves bound by it, so that to this day

. the priests in that church have wives as well as

other secular men. If then the churches of the east,
not having received the law of the celibate of the
clergy, have never been condemned by the church
for not obeying it; then the convening clerks having
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been always practised in England, was no sin, not- Boox
withstanding the decree to the contrary, which was
never received here. Nor is this to be compared to
those privileges that concern only a private man’s
interest, for the commonwealth of the whole realm
was chiefly to be looked at, and to be preferred to
all other things.

When the matter was thus argued on both sides,
all the judges delivered their opinions in these words:
That all those of the convocation who did award
the citation against Standish, were in the case of
a premunire facias; and added somewhat about
the constitution of the parliament, which being
foreign to my business, and contrary to a received
opinion, I need not mention, but refer the. reader to
Keilway for his information, if he desires to know
more of it: and thus the court broke up. But soon
after, all the lords spiritual and temporal, with many
of the house of commons, and all the judges, and the
king’s council, were called before the king to Bay-
nard’s Castle; and in all their presence the cardinal
kneeled down before the king, and in the name of
the clergy said, That none of them intended to do
any thing that might derogate from his preroga-
tive, and least of all himself, who owed his advance-
ment only to the king’s favour. But this matter
of comvening of clerks did seem to them all to be
conirary to the laws of God, and the liberties of
the church, which they were bound by their oaths
to masntain according to their power ; therefore in
their name he humbly begged, That the king, to
avoid the censures of the church, would refer the
matler to the decision of the pope and his council,
at the court of Rome. To which the king answered,
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Book It seems to us that doctor Standish, and otkers of
. " our spiritual council, have answered you fully in
all points. The bishop of Winchester replied, Sir,
I warrant you doctor Standish will not abide by
his opinion at his peril. But the doctor said,
What should ome poor friar do alonme, against
all the bishops and clergy of England ? After a
short silence the archbishop of Canterbury said,
That in former times divers holy fathers of the
church had opposed the execution of that law, and
some of them suffered martyrdom in the quarrel.
To whom Fineux, lord chief justice, said, That¢
many holy kings had maintained that law, and
many holy fathers had given obedience to it, which
it is not to be presumed they would have done,
had they known it to be contrary to the law of
God: and he desired to know by what law bishops
- could judge clerks for felony, it being a thing only
determined by the temporal law; so that either it
was not at all to be tried, or it was only in the tem-
poral court; so that either clerks must do as they
please, or be tried in the civil courts. To this no
answer being made, the king said these words: By
the permission and ordinance of God we are king
of England, and the kings of England in times
past had never any-superior, but God only. There-
Jore know you well that we will maintain the right
‘of our crown, and of our temporal jurisdiction as
well in this, as in all other points,in as ample man-

ner as any of our progenitors have done before onr
time. And as for your decrees, we are well assured
that you of the spirituality go expressly agasinst
the words of divers of them, as hath been shewed
you by some of our council ; and you interpret your
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decrees at your pleasure, but we will not agree to
them more than our progenitors have done in for-
mer times. But the archbishop of Canterbury made
most humble instance, that the matter might be so
long respited, till they could get a resolution from
the court of Rome, which they should procure at
their own charges; and if it did consist with the law
of God, they should conform themselves to the law
of the land. To this the king made no answer:
but the warrants being out against doctor Horsey,
the bishop of London’s chancellor, he did abscond in
the archbishop’s house; though it was pretended he
was a prisoner there, till afterwards a temper was
found that Horsey should render himself a prisoner
in the king’s bench, and be tried. But the bishop
of London made earnest applications to the cardinal
that he would move the king to command the at-
torney general to confess the indictment was not
true, that it might not be referred to a jury; since
he said the citizens of London did so favour heresy,
that if he were as innocent as Abel, they would find
any clerk guilty. The king, not willing to irritate
the clergy too much, and judging he had main-
tained his prerogative by bringing Horsey to the
bar, ordered the attorney to do so. And accord-
ingly, when Horsey was brought to the bar, and in-
dicted of murder, he pleaded Not guilty ; which the
attorney acknowledging, he was dismissed, and went
and lived at Exeter, and never again came back to
London, either out of fear or shame. And for doctor
Standish, upon the king’s command, he was also
dismissed out of the court of convocation.

It does not appear that the pope thought fit to
interpose in this matter. For though, upon less
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provocations, popes had proceeded to the highest
censures against princes; yet this king was other-
wise 80 necessary to the pope at this time, that he
was not to be offended. The clergy suffered much
in this business, besides the loss of their reputation
with the people, who involved them all in the guilt
of Hunne’s murder; for now their exemption being
well examined, was found to have no foundation at
all but in their own decrees; and few were much
convinced by that authority, since upon the matter
it was but a judgment of their own, in their own
favours : nor was the city of London at all satisfied
with the proceedings in the king’s bench, since
there was no justice done; and all thought the king
seemed more careful to maintain his prerogative
than to do justice.

This I bave related the more fully, because it
seems to have had great influence on people’s minds,
and to have disposed them much to the changes
that followed afterwards. How these things were
entered in the books of convocation, cannot be now
known. For among the other sad losses sustained
in the late burning of London, this was one, that
almost all the registers of the spiritual courts were
burnt, some few of the archbishops of Canterbury
and bishops of London’s registers being only pre-
served. But having compared Fox his account of
this and some other matters, and finding it exactly
according to the registers that are preserved, I shall
the more confidently build on what he published
from those records that are now lost.

This was the only thing in the first eighteen years
of the king’s reign that seemed to lessen the great-
ness of the clergy, but in all other matters he was a
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most faithful son of the see of Rome. Pope Julius, BOIOK
soon after his coming to the crown, sent him a ——
golden rose, with a letter to archbishop Warham £0 them. |
deliver it; and though such presents might seem Collect.

Numb. 3.

fitter for young children than for men of discretion,
yet the king was much delighted with it; and, to
shew his gratitude, there was a treaty concluded the Treay
year following between the king and Ferdinand of'gf’l,':,,
Arragon, for the defence of the papacy against the
French king. And when, in opposition to the coun-
cil that the French king and some other princes and
cardinals had called, first to Pisa, (which was after-
wards translated to Milan, and then to Lyons, that
summoned the pope to appear before them, and sus-
pended his authority,) pope Julius called another 19 Apri,
council to be held in the Lateran; the king sent the 5™
bishops of Worcester and Rochester, the prior of
St. John’s, and the abbot of Winchelcomb, to sit in
that council, in which there was such a representa-
tive of the catholic church as had not been for se-
veral of the later ages in the western church: in
which a few bishops, packed out of several king-
doms, and many Italian bishops, with a vast number
of abbots, priors, and other inferior dignified clergy-
men, were brought to confirm together whatever the
popes had a mind to enact; which passing easily
among them, was sent over the world with a stamp of
sacred authority, as the decrees and decisions of the
holy universal church assembled in a general council.

Nor was there a worse understanding between
this king and pope Leo the Tenth, that succeeded Ju-
lius, who did also compliment him with those papal
presents of roses, and at his desire made Wolsey a
cardinal ; and above all other things obliged him by

D3




BOOK

Octob. 11,
1521.

Ld. Her-
bert.

A bull for
reformiog
the clergy,
10 June,
1519. Ld.
Herbert,
and article
29 of his
impeach-
ment,

38 THE HISTORY OF

conferring on him the title of Defender of the Faith,
(upon the presenting to the pope his book against
Luther,) in a pompous letter signed by the pope, and
twenty-seven cardinals, in which the king took great
pleasure ; affecting it always beyond all his other
titles, though several of the former kings of Eng-
land had carried the same title, as Spelman informs
us. So easy a thing it was for popes to oblige princes
in those days, when a title or a rose was thought a
sufficient recompense for the greatest services.

The cardinal governing all temporal affairs as he
did, it is not to be doubted but his authority was
absolute in ecclesiastical matters, which seemed na-
turally to lie within his province; yet Warham
made some opposition to him, and co<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>