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PREFACE

N the following account of the life of Anne of
Austria I wish at once to disclaim any idea of
posing as a writer of history. The period embraced
by the memoirs of this remarkable woman—one of
the most important Queens-Regent who were ever
called upon to act the part of a sovereign—is a very
attractive one.
The alliance of Bourbon and Hapsburg initiates
a new era, in which dynastic considerations are all-
important, but the larger facts of the histories of
France and Europe in the seventeenth century have
been treated by many able historians, and do not
enter into the scope or intention of these pages.
I have dealt mainly with the life of Anne of
Austria in the more intimate details of her home
life, and of her court filled with attractive women
who were by turns her friends and her enemies, and
only one chronicler is to be found who throws any
light upon the subject from this point of view.
This is Madame de Motteville, the Queen’s faithful
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vi PREFACE

bed-chamber woman, who wrote four volumes of
memoirs, well known in France, though but little
read in England. I have endeavoured to cull the
more interesting portions from this book, which was
compiled—if not during Anne’s lifetime, directly
after her death—by the one person competent to
speak of the vie intime of this Queen who lived
two hundred and seventy-five years ago.

On one subject, however, the De Motteville
Memoirs are silent. No mention is made of the
deep attachment existing between Anne and the
famous Minister, the Cardinal Mazarin. Respect
for her royal mistress, and regard for her fair fame,
caused Madame de Motteville to preserve a dis-
creet silence. Other contemporaneous writers were,
however, by no means so chivalrous. All the
memoirs of the time treat of this famous love-story
as a veritable ckronigue scandaleuse, and the ques-
tion as to whether a private ceremony of marriage
had taken place between these lovers was raised,
but never satisfactorily settled. Be that as it may,
the fact remains, that into Anne’s sad and lonely
existence a great romance entered at a time when
her youth and beauty had waned and she had
already attained middle age, and it lasted till the
end of her days.

It is more particularly this episode that I have
tried to portray in these pages, in the hope that the



PREFACE vii
picture of the loves and sorrows of famous per-
sonages in the far-away past may prove of interest
to the readers of to-day.

The student of history must turn to other and
cleverer writers if he wishes to study France at
that epoch.

C. GRraANT.
DINARD, 1906.
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QUEEN AND CARDINAL

CHAPTER 1
THE MARRIAGE OF LOUIS

N a bright morning in late autumn in 1615
a long cavalcade of gentlemen, followed by
soldiers bearing spears and pennants glistening in
the sunlight, might have been seen descending the
steep road leading down to the Spanish border,
where the rushing waters of the Bidassoa flowed
through the rich valley. This stream, which falls
into an estuary at the south of the Bay of Biscay,
has its name from a Basque word signifying * clear-
ness,” the waters being remarkable for their purity.
The river had long been a subject of contest
between France and Spain, forming as it does the
boundary between the two countries; but in the
fifteenth century Louis XII. and Ferdinand I.
concluded an agreement by virtue of which the

river became common to both nations.
The foremost riders among the cavalcade, shading

I



2 TWO YOUNG PRINCESSES [CHAP. 1

their eyes from the oblique rays of the winter sun,
were looking anxiously to see whether on the
opposite shore any advancing party was coming
from the north.

In the midst of this goodly company was borne
with due state a royal litter, adorned with the arms
of Spain, the rich curtains of which being drawn
aside a bright young face looked out, also anxiously
scanning the distant scene.

A mere girl, almost a child, hardly suited for the
pomp and ceremony with which she was being
treated ; and yet the crown of France, the greatest
of the European countries, was about to be placed
on her youthful head. This young Princess was
Donna Anna, the Infanta of Spain, who, surrounded
by her court, was travelling to the country so soon
to become her own, to be presented to her future
husband, King Louis XIII.

She was still full of curiosity and girlish amuse-
ment, and the mighty affairs of State counted for
nothing as yet with the little bride, though doubtless
she was not without many fears, though she bravely
kept them to herself. Just now her mind was
centred upon a meeting about to take place which
naturally was of the most absorbing character for her.

Madame Elisabeth of France, daughter of
Henri IV., the young sister of the juvenile King
Louis XIII., was on her way to the court which
Donna Anna had just left, to marry the Infante
of Spain, afterwards Philippe IV. This exchange
of brides, the result of many negotiations, held to
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be advisable for the peace of Europe, was about
to take place.

The night before the Spanish court had halted
at Fuenterrabia, a beautiful old town that rises
like an amphitheatre on the side of a hill at the
head of the Gulf of Gascony, near the left bank
of the Bidassoa.

Philippe III., King of Spain, who accompanied
his daughter, was closely allied to the House of
Austria both by birth and marriage, and his only
daughter had been given the name of his mother,
“Anne of Austria,” a name which she hore for
the rest of her life—a proud title which even as
Queen of France she would not forgo. Philippe
adored his young daughter, and, though the match
may have satisfied his ambitions, his heart was
sore at the coming separation. It was a cruel one
for him, and contrary to all etiquette he determined
to remain with her to the very last moment ; for this
interchange was to take place in the centre of the river
which was the boundary of the Spanish dominions.

As the party descended on their side of the river,
they had come in sight of the preparations below,
which were of a very curious nature, and the details
of which have been preserved for us in the old
records of the day.! At the narrowest passage of

! “L'Arrivée de la royne a Sainct Jean de LVS, 1615. L'ordres
prescriptes des ceremonies, 1615. Par grace et permission il est
permis a Sylvestre Moreau Marchant, libraire et colleporteur de
faire imprimer, par tel Imprimerie que bon lui semblera les cere-
monies faictes et obsernées a St. Jean de Lus a l'eschange des
Infantes de France et d’Espagne. Et deffences a tous autres Im-
primeurs et libraires de les imprimer ou contrefaire son permission.”



4 ROYAL PREPARATIONS [cHAP. 1

the Bidassoa three rafts or boats had been prepared.
On two of them had been erected royal pavilions,
with crowns of France and Spain respectively on
each of them. The pillars supporting them were
draped with rich embroideries of gold and silver
in beautiful designs. The expense was said to
have been shared in common by the two countries ;
but there was no question that the preparations
made by the Spaniards were far more grandiose,
and the costliest materials and the most brilliant
display of gold and silver were employed for their
side of the passage.

Two of the barges were moored at the opposite
sides of the stream, and it was decreed that the
royal brides were to rest in their separate tents,
while the whole of the baggage and suites of both
parties crossed the river. Perhaps ““tent” is hardly
the proper word to use, though the pavilions
were draped with curtains, for fear of bad weather
had occasioned all preparations to be made against
inconvenience from rain; and chimneys had been
built, for the year was waning and, in spite of the
bright southern sun, the weather was decidedly chilly.

The third barge in the centre, equally hand-
somely decorated, was not meant as a resting-place,
but only as a passage from one country to the other.

To prevent confusion there were barriers fixed
for some distance on either side of the river, to
keep out the multitude, and to leave the roads clear
for the royal cortéges.

The procession had halted on the mountain-side,
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and, no one yet being in sight on the winding pass
descending on the other side, a cry of dismay arose
among the Spanish ranks.

Had the French failed in fulfilling their contract,
thus offering an insult to the throne of Spain?
If so, they would all be dishonoured as a nation.
Donna Anna turned pale at the ominous sounds
around her, and longed to clasp her father’s hand,
for protection and help; but he was riding ahead
of her litter. It was a journey not without risk,
and fears were entertained that the army of the
Huguenots might oppose the entrance into France,
even when the passage of the Bidassoa had been
safely accomplished.

Then a shout arose from the soldiers, for a horse-
man had just appeared in sight, and soon a long
train similar to their own, surrounding the litter
of Madame Elisabeth, wound slowly down the
winding road on the opposite shore.

Strict orders had been issued that, once in sight
of each other, they were to travel at exactly the
same pace, and reach the two shores at the same
moment.! At a signal the litters were lowered
and the curtains drawn aside, and the Princesses, in
their royal robes, alighted in view of the vast
crowd. The Duc de Guise escorted *“ Madame,”
and if the preparations of the French hardly
equalled those of the Spaniards, he made up for
this by the number of his followers. All the flower
of the French army were ranged in battle array

Y L'Ordre Prescrites des Ceremonies, MDC.XV.



6 THE INTERCHANGE [CHAP. 1

behind them, with orders to wait and form the
escort of the new Queen, while a band of violins,
trumpets, and drums were ready to welcome her
with a burst of music and herald her entrance into
Bayonne. A lane was formed by the rival
courtiers, and the brides walked through them
to their separate pavilions, amid the rolling of the
drums and the shouting of the people. Rest and
refreshment were naturally much needed by the
whole party, and they had ample leisure for it
during the passage of the baggage and attendants,
which took some time. Here, too, the farewells
had to be said. Little “ Madame’s ” adieux were
of a formal nature, but Anna clung to her father
and passionately embraced him. When all was
ready, the signal was given; the two barges
were slowly moved from the banks, till they
reached the mutual ground in the middle of the
stream. The orders were that the princesses should
pass each other, giving a right hand, and that the
gentlemen- and ladies-in-waiting should do the
same, so that there might be no delay or confusion ;
those in charge had to see that these orders
were carried out. But when the two little girls
met (for Anna was only fifteen, and Elisabeth
eleven) strict etiquette was set aside, and the new
sisters warmly embraced, as they stood each on the
border of their respective territories. Then Anna
stepped on to the French barge, and as it slowly
glided to the shore her Spanish life was over
now she was Queen of France. Entering the
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litter of ‘ Madame,” she was borne through her
welcoming subjects on the way to Bayonne.

The expectant bridegroom, King Louis XIII,,
was only a boy of fifteen, a few days younger than
the Infanta. The negotiations for this marriage
had been going on for years, and had begun before
the tragic death of his father, Henri IV. At that
time the young couple were children, not yet ten
years old. Louis had been a sickly boy, and had
been reared with difficulty by his gouvernante,
Madame de Monglat. He needed constant care ;
but being always in the hands of his physicians,
who were perpetually giving him medicines, he had
little chance of being either manly or robust.! But
though weak in body, his mind was even in those
early days not without ambition, and he had a
great idea of his own powers, and resented any
interference from others. At his coronation, when
the Prince de Condé, thinking the sceptre would
be too heavy, interfered, to relieve him of his load,
he turned to him angrily and exclaimed, “ Non! non!
je veux porter mon sceptre seul,” a remark which
has a melancholy interest when we remember
how signally he failed to carry out even his own
ideas of government. He was not without some
accomplishments; he was fond of music and
versifying, and had a great love of geography.
When a small boy, he would make rose-leaves
float in his bath, and call them “ ships sailing from

! Vie Particulidre de Louis XIII., par Herouard, son premier
Médecin.



8 HIS OCCUPATIONS [cHaP. 1

India to Goa”; but his great passion was for
birds. In appearance he was not bad-looking,
but built on rather delicate lines.

This was the youth who was awaiting the arrival
of Donna Anna of Spain. Not with much im-
patience, for he was very averse to the marriage,
though his mother, Marie de’ Medici, had done
her best to encourage him, and to persuade him he
might find other pleasures than that of the chase,
to which he was devoted.

He was willing enough, however, to set off for
Bordeaux with a train of soldiers to meet his bride.
His physician, M. Herouard, writes in his journal
of August 17: ‘“The King awoke at 4.30, too
impatient to start on his journey to delay even an
hour. His face was bright and gay, and he was
dressed with care. After an early breakfast he
went booted and spurred to say his prayers in the
Chapelle de Bourbon, and before seven o'clock
the cortége had set out for Bordeaux.”*

During the time he had to wait at that town for
the arrival of the bride, he did not think it necessary
to change his childish habits and occupations. He
looked after his dogs and his birds, sometimes he
assumed the dress of a pantaleone as a masquerade,
or would make masse pans (or almond sweetmeat)
for his delectation.” Occasionally the idea of the
impending ceremony would overwhelm him, and
he would spend the day in tears, and then forget
his woes in hawking.

! Journal de Herouard, vol. 4. ? A. Baschet, Le Ros ches la Reine,
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Primed by his advisers, he wrote a letter of
welcome to meet Anna at Bayonne, whence
a courier was to be despatched directly on her
arrival, so that he might be in readiness for her.
This letter has been preserved ; but though it came
from the royal pen, it is hard to say whether the
sentiments were Louis’ own, or dictated to him.!

“ MADAME,

“ Ne pouvant selon mon desir me trouver
aupres de vous, a 'entrée de mon Royaume, pour
vous mettre en possession du pouvoir que j'ai,
comme aussi de mon enti¢re affection, de vous
aimer et servir, j'envoi Luines vers vous, un de
mes plus confident serviteurs, pour en mon nom,
vous saluer, et vous dire que vous étes attendue
de moi avec impatience, pour vous offrir moi-méme
Pun et lautre. Je vous prie donc le recevoir
favorablement, et le croire de ce qu'il vous dira
de la part Madame, de votre plus amy et
serviteur.

“ Louis.”

It was the Duc de Luynes who presented this
letter from his royal master on Anna's arrival at
Bordeaux, and accompanied her to the Bishop’s
Palace, which had been prepared for her reception,
and he had orders to bring her by the same route
that had been passed over by Madame Elisabeth

! This letter is part of a pamphlet which was printed at the time in
Paris at the “ Imprimerie Antoine du Brucil entre le Pont St. Michel,
etla rue de 1a Harpe a l'etoile couronnée. M.D.C.XV., avec permission.”

2 \



10 DESCRIPTION OF ANNE [cHAP. 1

when on her way to Spain, the Duc de Guise
being also in charge.

As the new Queen proceeded in her litter, she
little knew that five miles from Bordeaux the King
in disguise had mingled with the crowd that lined
the road, in order that he might satisfy his boyish
curiosity as to his bride.

Even in those early years she was tall, with
a well-proportioned figure. Her eyes were very
fine, combining in their depths both seriousness
and gentleness, with a charm that in after-years
proved fatal to more than one illustrious personage.
She had magnificent hair of a chestnut colour in
great waving masses, which she delighted in
combing and dressing herself. She had the rare
gift of beautiful hands, extremely white and perfect
in shape; they were soon the admiration of all
Europe. On this occasion she was dressed in
a petticoat of silver brocade, which showed between
the folds of her green satin travelling habit, made
with long, hanging sleeves. Round her neck was
a diamond chain, the gift of Louis. A green velvet
cap to match, with a black heron’s plume at the
side, was placed on her fair curls, and set off the
rich colouring of her hair.!

As the cavalcade neared Bordeaux the salvos of
the artillery and the roll of drums announced their
arrival. The litter, by order, was thrown open so
that all might behold their future Queen. At the
palace, where she first halted, two state rooms had

Y Mémoires de Madame de Motteville, vol. i,



1615) AN UNLUCKY OMEN I

been prepared, one for Louis and one for Anna.
In that of the latter a dais had been erected, covered
with black velvet—a somewhat funereal throne for
a bride.

Four days were granted to her before the final
ceremony, that she might rest from her journey;
but they were not spent, as she doubtless expected,
with the young bridegroom at her side.

Every possible homage was offered to her by
the court, but not even Marie de’ Medicis could
awake any enthusiasm in her son. To the disgust
of every one, he went off duck-shooting the day
after Anna’s arrival, an act of neglect and disre-
spect that even the very youthful bride could not
have failed to notice.

On Sunday they were obliged to attend mass
together, the sulky boy and the timid girl, who
were so soon to be bound by an irrevocable tie.
But this was an act of religion, not of ceremony;
they wore their ordinary dress, and were attended
only by their immediate suite. This was Friday,
the 29th, which must afterwards have been reckoned
an unlucky day, for on the return of the Queen to
her apartments they were startled by a loud noise,
and a beam came crashing down beside the chim-
ney-piece, where a moment before Anna had been
standing warming her hands by the fire. Fortu-
nately she had moved away, otherwise the accident
must have proved fatal! As it was, the room was
filled with dust and débris, and the ladies shivered

! Le Gouven.
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at the evil augury. Anna herself was considerably
frightened ; she realised what an escape she had
had, and desired that a thanksgiving service should
be held in the cathedral, which she attended, as did
also a large concourse of people. No mention,
however, is made of Louis having accompanied
her.

The marriage took place on November 25,
with all the state that attends the wedding of a
sovereign. In spite of his former neglect, Louis
was very attentive on the auspicious day, and looked
his best in the white satin and violet velvet of his
full dress. The young couple were curiously like
each other; they seemed more like brother and
sister, and such their relations continued to be for
four years. Louis had no desire for any closer
union, and on account of his extreme youth he was
allowed to have his own way. He had been
pampered and petted all his life, and we read of his
nurse taking a prominent part in the arrangements.
He had absolutely no idea of inconveniencing
himself for any one; being fatigued after the
ceremony, he retired at six o’clock to sup alone
and go to bed.!

The journey of the royal pair to Paris was one
long scene of rejoicing. An escort of 4,000 horse
protected them on their way, and their arrival at
the Louvre was conducted with great state. The
new Queen, in a blaze of diamonds—even her dress
sprinkled with precious stones—appeared on the

! A, Baschet, Le Ros ches la Reine.
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balcony and threw largesse to the people, an
amusement which suited the boyish Louis well.
He entered into it with zest, and the days that
followed were spent in fétes and revelry.

But through it all the King took no part in
matters of State and politics, and saw but little of
his wife.

Anne, as she was now called,! filled every one
with admiration at her modest and prudent behaviour.
The grave and courtly manners she had acquired
in Spain stood her in good stead at this trying
moment. Her exalted but lonely position, and her
extreme youth, called forth much pity from many
of her subjects—indeed, a young girl could hardly
have been placed in a more difficult position.

! Anne, a name borne by many celebrated women, was derived
from the Hebrew word signifying “ gracious,”



CHAPTER 11
THE INFATUATION OF BUCKINGHAM

ERY soon after the marriage the young Queen
was deprived of her Spanish household, all
her ladies being sent away except Donna Estefana,
to whom she was tenderly attached. She was an
elderly lady, who had had the charge of Anne in
her childhood, and acted now as first bed-chamber
woman. Anne’s knowledge of French was still
imperfect, so there was really a necessity for this
lady’s services being retained, otherwise the position
of the new sovereign would have been one of real
forlornness. Among her suite was a Spanish lady
of a noble family in Madrid, who had married
Monsieur Bertaud, one of the gentlemen-in-waiting
at the French court.

It was by order of Cardinal Richelieu that Anne
was thus cut off as much as possible from com-
munication with Spain ; but he made an exception
in favour of Madame Bertaud, who was useful as
interpreter to the Queen. She not only remained
for many years in her Majesty’s confidence, but
her place was afterwards filled by her daughter,

1 Mémoisres de Madame de Motteville, vol. i.
14
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Madame de Motteville ; it is to her we are indebted
for much information as to the private life of Anne
of Austria, whose devoted companion she remained
to the end of her life.!

Through the connivance of Mme. Bertaud the
Queen was able to carry on a correspondence with
her relatives at the court of Spain. This filled
her with guilty joy, for she was not long in finding
out that she was surrounded by enemies, whom
she took pleasure in circumventing. Chief among
them was the Duc de Luynes, to whom she had
been specially consigned at the beginning of her
married life, and who had the audacity to propose
to Louis that it would be advisable to repudiate
his wife, in order to marry a relation of the
Duchesse de Luynes. When the Duchess heard
this rumour she turned it into ridicule. She was
filled with pity for the poor young Queen, and did
her utmost to win her confidence and love; but
Anne turned away from her advances with disgust,
so great had become her hatred and contempt for
De Luynes, as she naturally concluded that the
husband and wife were acting in concert. Desiring
to please Louis, and also not wishing to be
debarred from the hunting-parties and other
amusements, she suffered herself to come in
contact with De Luynes. This man had been a
,simple country gentleman of Avignon; but his

! The earlier part of these memoirs is to be found in a manuscript
in the Bibliothéque de I'Arsenal. The memoirs are not continued,
however, later than 1644. The best edition of the whole work is that
published in 1723,
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knowledge of the habits of birds and his skill in
taming them had endeared him to Louis, and he
was put in charge, and made Grand Master of
the Royal Aviaries. '

His power over the King gradually increased, and
he would brook no rivals. It was at his connivance
that the Maréchal d’Ancre was assassinated, and all
the murdered man’s possessions were given to De
Luynes. He was then by degrees created Maréchal,
Duke, Peer, Constable, and Keeper of the Seals.
He married the Princesse Marie de Rohan, and
never got over his pleasure at being allied to such
a noble house.!

So the first six years of the loveless marriage
passed away; all the joys that it produced for
Anne were the pleasures of her exalted position.
The death of De Luynes in 1621 perhaps gave
her a feeling that she was now secure from any
evil influence acting upon Louis.

During those years she had overcome her former
prejudice, and learnt to find a real friend in the
Duchesse de Luynes, who entered into all her
little sorrows, seeking to alleviate them in every
way, besides sharing all court amusements with her.
«This lady, who afterwards became Duchesse de
Chevreuse, was young and gay and laughter-loving,
and she persuaded the Queen that for young
hearts all should be joyous; she turned everything
into fun, even matters of weight and seriousness.

But De Luynes’ death did not bring peace into

! Bazin de Raucon, Histoire du Régne de Louis X111,
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the court circle, for Marie de’ Medici having
become reconciled to her son, it only widened
the breach between the husband and wife. His
mother wished to be absolute with Louis, and
therefore encouraged the misunderstanding between
the royal pair; besides, she would not give Anne
credit for either goodness or intelligence.

That Anne was coquettish and frivolous there
is no doubt; the eyes of many of the courtiers
were turned with open admiration on the fair
young queen. The Duc de Montmorency,' though
he had long been under the thraldom of the
beautiful Marquise de Sablé, was among the
number. Anne did not concern herself much at
his attentions, and laughed openly at the infatua-
tion of the old Duc de Bellegarde. Indeed, his
gallantries were a source of amusement to the
whole court, including the King, who, in spite
of his somewhat jealous nature, turned the whole
thing into ridicule. Anne flirted with and smiled
on them all, but her heart was quite untouched.
Certainly Louis had never made it beat the faster;
she was as indifferent to him as he was to her,
only the natural sweetness of her disposition made
her kind and considerate towards him.

In 1625 an alliance was about to take place
between the thrones of France and England, for a
marriage was proposed between Charles I. and
Henrietta Maria, the youngest sister of King Louis.

This gave great satisfaction to both nations, and

! Uncle of the great Condé.

3



18 DUKE OF BUCKINGHAM [cHAP. 11

Marie de’ Medici, whose soul was filled with
ambition, craved to see her daughter raised to the
throne. King Charles’s favourite and chief adviser,
the Duke of Buckingham,' was sent over to Paris
to carry out the negotiations, laden with presents for
the young bride. Richelieu had been very averse
to this nobleman being sent on such an errand,
and persuaded Louis to refuse to receive him as
ambassador, his character being such that he was
considered ‘‘equally dangerous to nations, kings,
and husbands.” *

George Villiers, Duke of Buckingbam, had been
endowed by nature with beauty and charm; he
was said to be the handsomest man of his day.
His power over his royal master is well known.
Charles could not move in any matter without the
advice of his favourite ; nor did the King ever dare
to oppose his wishes. '

A boaster, as well as a libertine, Buckingham
used to declare that he had been the lover of three
queens. Intriguing and crafty, he dominated two
kings, and he has lived in history as a type of
courtier-like levity and fascinating vice. This was
the man who dared to cast his audacious eyes on
the innocent Queen of France.

In spite of the objections of Richelieu, King
Charles refused to send any other ambassador, and
the alliance being of too important a nature to be

! George Villiers, Duke of Buckingham, born in 1592, assassinated
1628,

? Mémoires de Richelieu

3 Mémoires de Rets, v. 4, p. 186.
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abandoned on account of a prejudice, Buckingham
was eventually received by Louis. He was enter-
tained with all ceremony, in the presence of the
two Queens and Princess Henrietta Maria. Anne's
attention was attracted by the handsome envoy, whose
grace of mind and body captivated her at once.

This was the beginning of that fatal episode in
her life which somewhat unjustly brought down
upon her the censure of her subjects, and for ever
tarnished her fair fame.

As to Buckingham, feminine charms always
inflamed his facile nature, and in describing the
scene to his royal master he wrote of Anne and the
bride-elect ““as the two most perfect creatures in
the world.”

Buckingham was rich, magnificent, and liberal,
as befitted the favourite of a great king ; he had
the spending of the royal treasures, and was decked
with the royal jewels. He was generous, too, and
of a sympathetic nature, but where women were
concerned absolutely destitute of principle.

Anne was aware of his penetrating eyes fixed
upon her as he gracefully carried out his high
mission before the King, nor did he confine his
admiration to glances only.! At the royal banquet
he sat beside the Queen, and charmed her with his
gallant bearing and flattering tongue. The embassy
was to last only a week, but Buckingham lost no
time. Under cover of the music at the State
concert, he drew from Anne the avowal that if

! Cardinal de Richelieu, Mémoires.
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she could admit a love for another rather than her
husband it would be George Villiers who would be
that favoured person.! Through it all Anne thought
no harm nor intended any. She was not in love
with Louis, so she made no secret of her admira-
tion for Buckingham, and spoke openly of his many
attractions of mind and body. It was the habit of
her court, and of her day, to admit and be proud
of a conquest. At her palace in Madrid she had
been used to hear her Spanish ladies, who lived like
cloistered nuns, and never spoke to a man in the
presence of their King and Queen, boast. of their
love affairs, which, far from detracting from their
reputations, seemed to enhance them.

The Duchesse de Chevreuse, now in constant
attendance on the Queen, spent her whole life in
intrigues, and Anne, in spite of the purity of her
mind, must through the counsels of her friend
have learnt to treat passion lightly, and seek to
inspire it in the hearts of men, feeling all the time
that her own virtue was unassailable. The time
of revelry drew to a close. Anne, doubtless
anxious to prolong it, announced her intention of
accompanying her young sister-in-law as far as
possible on the journey to England.

The court halted at Amiens on the way, and
an incident that occurred there gave rise to much
scandal. There was a very fine garden at the
house where the royal ladies lodged, which for
some reason was always kept locked, by order of

Y Mémoires de Motteville, v. 1.
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the King. Anne’s curiosity was aroused, and as
there was a great deal of difficulty in getting the
key, she became still more desirous of entering it.
It was somewhat late in the evening by the time
the captain of the guard had thrown the gates open
at her disposal, and she passed through them,
accompanied by Madame de Chevreuse and some
of her suite, among others the Duke of Bucking-
ham.

The party strolled along the main avenue, and
by degrees they scattered in different directions,
and the Duke drew Anne into the dusk of one
of the side alleys. Deep in conversation for a
moment or two, the Queen did not notice that they
were separated from the rest of the party, when
suddenly Buckingham clasped her in his arms,
making a passionate avowal of his love.

Terrified at his too ardent caresses, Anne gave a
cry, and called loudly to her equerry. This very
cry, which showed the innocence of her purpose,
proved her undoing; the members of her suite
rushed to her assistance and the affair could no
longer be kept secret, and it was not long before
it reached the ears of the King, as well as the
whole court, where the story did not lose in the
telling. The journey was resumed the following
day to Calais, where they halted, and here Anne
insisted on having a ball.

While treading a stately measure Buckingham
doubtless found time to pour into the Queen’s
indulgent ears regret for the past and promise of
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prudence in the future, all the while that his eyes
searched the very depths of hers; his prayer for
pardon was more of a challenge than a petition.
He had no intention of hurrying his departure,
and let it be understood that the delay was
in consequence of the Queen-Mother's indispo-
sition. The experienced courtiers saw through
these manceuvres, though possibly the Queen
did not.

“La maniére d’agir de cet étranger me déplait
beaucoup,” writes the Comte de Brienne in his
memoirs.! At last, even Buckingham could find
no further pretext to delay—Charles was waiting
impatiently for his bride—and he had to proceed
with Henrietta Maria to England.

Anne, having taken leave of her sister-in-law,
entered the royal carriage, and the Duke, bowing
low, with his plumed hat in his hand, advanced
bareheaded to make his adieux.?

He lifted the hem of her robe in courtly fashion
to imprint a kiss upon it. The Princesse de Conté,
who was sitting beside her royal mistress, discreetly
looked the other way. Anne’s ladies were fond of
her, and sympathised, not always wisely, with her ;
some may have aided her little follies maliciously,
pleased to see her descending from her pedestal
above their heads; so Buckingham stood unheeded.
Holding the curtain which hung over the window
of the coach, he drew it forward as a screen, and

Y Mémoires du Comie de Brienne.
? Mémoires de Motteville.
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with tears rolling down his cheeks murmured some
broken words of farewell; while Anne, bending
forward, her fine eyes full of tears, forgiving all
his audacity, strove to mitigate his grief at his
departure.

Doubtless she thought this was a last good-bye,
but her crafty lover intended otherwise. Perhaps
it was more passion than craft, for George Villiers
was of a susceptible, amorous nature. Anyway,
instead of crossing the Channel immediately he
pretended he had received important communi-
cations from his sovereign, which rendered it
necessary for him to return once more to Paris, to
confer with the Queen-Mother.

Leaving the Princess at the seashore, he started
back to discuss a perfectly imaginary negotiation ;
but arriving early at the Louvre he repaired at
once to Anne’s apartments, and, having forced his
way into her chamber, found her still in bed.
Falling on his knees beside her, he kissed the sheets
with ardour, while inarticulate sobs broke from
him as he bent his handsome head in an attitude
of despair on the lace draperies of the bed.

Anne remained frozen in silent dismay, perhaps
even fear, and a painful silence ensued.

Then the whole awkwardness and impropriety
of the Duke’s conduct caused her ladies to feel
it was their duty to interfere, and the old Comtesse
de Lannoi, who stood at the head of the bed, told
Buckingham with great severity that such manners
were not in vogue in France, and attempted to
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make him rise from his kneeling position. But he,
resisting her efforts, told her that he was not a
Frenchman, and that he was not obliged to observe
the rules of that country; then turning once more
to the Queen, he loaded her with terms of endear-
ment. But by this time Anne had become mistress
of herself; she reproached him for his temerity,
and—in a voice from which, however, all anger was
absent— calmly told him to leave her presence.

With one long adoring look, Buckingham slowly
rose to his feet and obeyed his lady’s order.
Nothing, however, could daunt this ardent lover.
The following day he had the audacity to approach
the Queen again, in the sight of Marie de’ Medici
and the whole court, and made his formal and last
adieux, fully determined in his own mind, however,
to return before long.

The King was at Fontainebleau, so, as soon as
the English ambassador had withdrawn, the two
queens left the Louvre to join him. Thus this
early romance of Anne’s life was at an end, but not
the consequences of it. The whole affair had been
brought forward too publicly to be lightly passed
over. The careless equerry was dismissed, as
were others of the suite! Everything to the
disadvantage of the Duke of Buckingham was
poured into Anne’s ears, but she only held her
proud head the higher, and with compressed lips
listened in unbelieving silence. She had meant no
wrong, and she had done no wrong, and she would

V Mémoires de la Porte,
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not allow herself to be browbeaten in this fashion;
before her eyes she still saw the handsome face of
her English lover, and in her ears she still heard
the alluring tones of his voice.

But she never saw Buckingham again. When
the following year Henrietta Maria was anxious
to return to see her mother, she tried to persuade
Charles to let her travel to France under the
charge of Buckingham. But both Louis and his
mother absolutely refused to receive him; aided
in this matter by the Cardinal Richelieu, they
remained firm, and George Villiers was never able
to re-visit France. Madame de Chevreuse mis-
chievously kept the flame alight by forever talking
of him to Anne. The Queen and her favourite
hated Richelieu, whom they looked on as the
originator of all their annoyances; it was their
chief pleasure to thwart him, all the more so that
Anne was persuaded that he insinuated many
things into the King's ear.

In after-years she saw how the light-heartedness
of youth had led her blindly into grievous error,
and it was owing to the Duchesse de Chevreuse
that she had acted with such want of Judgment
But wherever the fault might have lain, this affair
with Buckingham proved fatal to the young
Queen’s future, for it was never forgotten, or
forgiven, by either the King or his people,




CHAPTER 1III
RICHELIEU INTERVENES

FAR worse adventure befell Anne the

following year. She made the discovery,
when travelling to Nantes, that the Queen-Mother,
Marie de’ Medici, and Cardinal Richelieu were
working together to have her sent back in dis-
grace to Spain.

This treatment, which she had long dreaded,
was more than the unhappy Queen could endure
in silence. In one matter she did indeed confess
that she had been acting in a manner not free from
intrigue. She had been doing her best to prevent
the marriage of Monsieur the King's brother and
heir with Mademoiselle de Montpensier.

The astrologers had declared that Louis would
not live very long, and to increase the popularity
of their predictions they accused the Queen of
a desire to marry her brother-in-law after her
husband’s death. This was the pretext for the
animosity now displayed towards Anne. She ad-
mitted that she had dreaded the idea of the marriage
of Monsieur, as long as she remained childless ; for
should an heir be born of any such union, she feared
lest the Queen-Mother should attempt to have

26
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her repudiated. The charge now brought against
her was, however, of far more grave meaning than
merely any foolish wishes she might have expressed
on her somewhat feeble attempts at opposition to
those far stronger than herself. It was no less
than a distinct accusation of a very grave nature.

It was a love intrigue in the first instance that
provoked the trouble.!

M. de Jouvigni was madly in love with Madame de
Chevreuse. That fair disturber of the public peace,
while possessing all the qualities suitable for political
intrigue, was ‘* feminine ” in the highest degree; in
this lay at once her strength and her weakness.

De Jouvigni, full of jealousy, and swayed by
the passions which ambition and desire provoke,
made an accusation against the Marquis de Chalais,
whom he suspected of being the Duchess’s lover,
of having made an attempt on the King's life.

De Chalais eagerly repudiated the idea; in
company with others he certainly had helped to
prevent the marriage of Monsieur with Madame
de Montpensier, on the plea that it was better for
all parties that a foreign princess should be chosen ;
and owing to his passionate love for Madame de
Chevreuse he had doubtless worked with more
ardour than discretion, knowing that she also had
this cause at heart; but treachery to his sovereign
was very far from his thoughts.?

v Mémoires de Motteville.
? Henri de Talleyrand, Marquis de Chalais, was born in 1599, and
executed in 1627,
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But he had incurred the ill-will of Richelieu,
who, in order to increase his power over the King,
had persuaded him that his throne and his life were
threatened by a number of noblemen who had
formed a cabal against him, and he further inflamed
his master by making him believe that the Queen
was implicated in this plot.

Even the cold-blooded Louis received this in-
telligence with doubt and dismay, and refused to
listen to such a charge. But Richelieu knew of
means by which he could press it further home.
He repaired to the prison where the Marquis lay
under sentence of death, and assured him of a
free pardon if he would swear that the Queen
was also in the plot. The wretched man, in a
moment of fear and weakness, with the stern
Minister standing over him, thinking that the
King would never believe aught against his wife,
gave the desired information, and Richelieu, hast-
ening back to the royal presence, amplified the
reluctant words he had dragged from his prisoner,
and so persuaded the King that the statement
was true.

Horrified at learning that instead of a faithful
wife he had a murderess ever beside him, the un-
happy Louis was in a state bordering on frenzy ;
he sent for Anne to attend the council, and there
before all denounced her as having conspired against
his life, for the sake of having another husband.!

The Queen, magnificent in her rich attire, stood

V' Mémoires de Motteville, vol. i.
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before him in all her beauty, and looked at him
out of her calm eyes, with their steadfast glance.
Bravely she forced back the tears of natural
indignation that welled within them, for she was
supported by the knowledge of her own innocence.
Outraged as she was in her tenderest feelings as
a woman and a wife, in a firm voice she replied to
the charge, generously withholding all anger and
animosity towards the King.

She declared her absolute innocence of such a
crime; turning towards her mother-in-law, who
stood beside the King, she reproached her bitterly for
this last persecution intended to bring about her ruin.

As Anne of Austria, the proud Infanta of Spain,
she looked her accusers in the face without faltering,
and then asked permission to withdraw.! But it
is ever hard to persuade others of an untruth when
their wish is to think evil, and she might never
have been cleared of this charge had not the
perfidy of Richelieu defeated its own ends. Though
he had promised a pardon to the Marquis de
Chalais, he took no further steps in the matter.
Perhaps he feared further revelations should the
prisoner be set at liberty. From the day that he
had falsely accused the Queen, De Chalais had
never had a moment’s peace, though he had fully
determined to repair the evil some day. But when
his accusers came to lead him out to execution

! Louis said of his wife, “ Dans I'état oli je suis je dois Iui par-

donner, mais je ne suis pas obligé de la croire."—Mémoires de la
Rockefoucauld,
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he saw that he had been fooled and forsaken by
the Minister.

He sent his confessor at once to the King to
tell him the whole truth, and told him also to go
and implore pardon of Anne for having been per-
suaded under the fear of death and by false promises
to accuse her of treachery towards the Sovereign.

Not only did these words of a condemned man
on the scaffold carry weight, but his mother the
Marquise de Chalais sought an audience with the
Queen, and her description was so vivid and graphic
that it left no doubt in the minds of her hearers
as to the truth of her story.

Her unhappy son’s knowledge of the Queen’s
jealous dislike of the marriage had been turned into
a weapon against him, and his fatal weakness had
been his ruin. All that came of this incident was
increased fear and hatred on the part of Anne
towards Richelieu. In spite of opposition, Monsieur
finally married Mademoiselle de Montpensier, a
marriage which after all brought a great deal of
happiness into Anne’s life, for she learned to love
her sister-in-law in the years to come ; Richelieu’s
vengeance, however, took the form of procuring the
dismissal from court of the Duchesse de Chevreuse,
which was a great blow to Anne, who was very fond
of her, and knew not how to live without her society,
but in reality it was a fortunate occurrence.

Madame de Chevreuse had been the Queens
evil genius all through. A woman so entirely
occupied with vanity and intrigue was no fit
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companion to a young princess who was still in
ignorance of all the dangers that surrounded her.
That very ignorance made her unconscious of the
advantages that accrued from the departure of the
Duchess, but Anne's bitterness was increased
against Richelieu, whom she credited with having
destroyed the peace of her existence.

Still, we cannot be surprised that the Queen
suffered at being parted from her friend, who was
a woman of no ordinary talent. Her moral sense
was indeed deficient; it was well known that she
had many lovers, and she used to say herself that
by ‘“a strange caprice she never loved most the one
she esteemed most.”! For the attraction of the
moment she would go any lengths, brave any perils,
but the slightest distraction would turn her attention
to a fresh object.

In spite of the assertions of Cardinal Retz, it is
doubtful whether Buckingham had ever been the
Duchess’s lover, though possibly she did always speak
of him as ‘“ce pauvre Buckingham,” nor can we
altogether credit the celebrated picture which the
Cardinal drew of her in his Mémoires® 1t was outré
and extravagant, as were many of his descriptions.
The Marquis de Chalais had undoubtedly been one
of her lovers, and when she saw his tragic end on
the scaffold she was transported with rage as well as
with grief. After this lamentable affair Richelieu,
who had failed altogether to win her over to his side,

\ Mémoires de Motteville.
? Mémoires de Cardinal de Rets, v. 3, p. 104.
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declared she did more harm than any other person ;
certainly to be planning and plotting was the
breath of her nostrils. Sure of obtaining help from
the Duke of Buckingham and Lord Holland
(another of her devoted admirers), she requested
permission, if she had to leave court, to retire to
England. But this the Cardinal would not allow,
and she was obliged to go to Lorraine to a property
of her own, which had been left her by her first
husband. There she lived for intrigue, and tried
to form a European league with Englgng’-—a,nd
Austria, with the help of Charles IV. of Lorraine.!
She found a willing abettor in the Duke of Buck-
ingham. His vanity, as well as his affections, was
sorely hurt by the episode at the Court of France,
and his ambition was equally checked. He was
glad to provoke a war between the two countries,
and in a letter to Lord Holland he made no secret
of the true state of his feelings ; when Louis arrived
in July 1627 with his army and laid siege to La
Rochelle, where the Huguenot rising had taken
place, Buckingham arrived with a large naval force
to their defence, openly showing his revenge, thus
publicly proclaiming the passion for Anne in which
he gloried.

But his pride was punished by the reverses he
encountered.

Richelieu displayed almost superhuman activity.

! This man, Charles 1V. of Lorraine and Duc de Guise, was a
schemer who sided with whatever party and country paid the largest
sum for permission to travel through his domain, which was the
easiest route to Flanders (D’Haussonville).
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He had made great preparations, both naval and
military, and repaired to La Rochelle in company
with the King. The Duke's design was on the
Ile de Rhé, contrary to the advice he had been
given, which was to land his men at the Ile
d’Oleron, where the garrison was weak and the
island ill provided, whereas Rhé was strongly forti-
fied, and well furnished with necessaries.

His repulse followed on his illjudged venture,
and he abandoned the siege in disgust, and set sail
for England.

This was the first time that the English, who
used to bring glory from France, were repulsed
with shame, and they did not soon recover the
honour lost in this unhappy enterprise.

None the less Buckingham was received in
England with all honour, as if he were a conquering
victor. A second relief of La Rochelle was re-
solved on at court, and the Duke, to ingratiate
himself with the people, undertook it with hopes
of better success than at the Ile de Rhé! These
hopes were frustrated, for while superintending
the preparations at Portsmouth he fell by the
knife of the assassin Fenton, August 23, 1628.

As to Anne, had any love, even friendship,
existed between her and Louis, and had she been
able to speak openly to him, the uprightness of
her thoughts might have caused him to forgive the
follies of her youth.

\ Memoirs of the Life of George Villiers, Ist Duke of Buckingham.
Tract printed and sold by George Smeeton, 1819.
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Louis had many good qualities, and being young
himself, lacked prudence, and also the common
sense which an older man would have displayed.
So if he was unkind to his wife he must not be
judged too harshly. Such a union as theirs could
hardly be productive of happiness.




CHAPTER IV
THE QUEEN AND THE COURT

HILE the events just recorded point to

the bad feeling between the Minister and

the Queen, it is necessary to mention an idea very

prevalent, which was that Richelieu felt more

love than hate for the royal lady; and finding

he could make no impression on her, he sought

out of vengeance to injure her in the eyes of
the King.!

No one had noticed his attentions or thought
anything about them till these persecutions began,
which lasted till the end of his life, but that Anne
was conscious of them is certain. One day, finding
himself alone with her, he burst into an impassioned
address, and declared the burning love he felt for
her. She was just about to rebuke him haughtily,
and had turned a glance of withering scorn on
him, when Louis entered the room and prevented
her from speaking. The fitting opportunity being
lost, she never chose to reopen the subject, not
wishing the Cardinal to think that she considered

! A little work was published at Cologne in 1692 called Les Amours
dAnne d Autricke avec le Cardinal Rickelieu, which confirms this
view. .
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his mad words of sufficient importance even to be
remembered.

She only showed her consciousness of them by
the contempt and hatred she could not conceal, and
continued to refuse his advances and offers of
friendship. Those about her, who did not love him
either, helped to strengthen her feelings of aversion.
Almost the whole court shared her sentiments, for
all hated Richelieu. And there is no doubt that
this open dislike displayed on all sides greatly
increased Louis’ aversion for his wife, he being so
completely under the rule of his Minister.

The real monarch of France was Richelieu, and
his reign was by no means a bad one for the
country. The evil reports spread abroad about him
by the enemies of the State were proof that he
did not pander to their wishes, and at all events
served his Sovereign.

Tormented by all these false accusations and
unpleasantnesses, Anne began to weary of court
life, and longed for some safe place where she might
find peace ; and thinking that no fault could be found
with such a pious wish as to build an abbey, she
bought a piece of ground in the outskirts of Paris
and laid the first stone herself! It was called
“ Val-de-Grace,” or sometimes ‘‘ Le Val Profond,”
and La Meére d’Arbouze, a friend of the Queen,
was chosen as abbess.

But even in this sacred retreat poor Anne was
allowed no peace. By Richelieu’s advice the King

v Mémoires de Motteville, vol. i.
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one day sent the Archbishop of Paris with orders
to search the convent to see if any incriminating
letters between the Queen and her brother, the
King of Spain, might be found there. The frightened
nuns ran hither and thither from cell to cloister, not
knowing what fate was in store for them, till the
Archbishop sternly ordered them to assemble in
the great hall, and threatened them with excom-
munication should they speak one to another. Then
he demanded the keys to be brought, and personally
searched every cell, including the one set apart for
the Queen, in the hopes of finding the incriminating
papers.

None were, however, to be discovered, and all
they saw were articles of discipline, such as hair
shirts and belts studded with nails, so that the
Chancellor Sequier, who accompanied the Arch-
bishop, exclaimed : * Alas! we have found exactly
the opposite of ‘that which we were searching
for.”?

All that they carried away and handed to Richelieu
was a closed casket in the Queen’s cell, which on
being opened was found to contain English gloves,
a present from Henrietta Maria. This domiciliary
visit ever remained a painful memory in Anne's
mind, and she could never speak of it without
tears.

The French court at that time was filled with
lovely women. The Duchesse de Chevreuse and
the Duchesse de Montbazon were among those

Y Mémosres de Motteville, vol. i.
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the fame of whose charms was noised abroad. The
latter was a great beauty, tall and elegant; she
was noticed wherever she moved, her stately figure
superior among the rest; but her mind was not
equal to her exquisite form. Her intelligence was
limited, she was absolutely without talent, and
could boast of one thing only—the number of her
lovers. She and her beautiful daughter-in-law, the
Princesse de Guémenée, used to dispute together
as to which of them had the greater number of
gallants. There was not much virtue or morality
about the court of Louis XIII. But if the charms
of these frail beauties were becoming somewhat
passés, there were younger if less fair sirens about
the palace: the Princesse Marie de Gonzague,
afterwards the wearer of a royal crown; the hand-
some Mademoiselle de Rohan, whose pride was
unequalled and whose virtue was unassailable ;
Mademoiselles de Guise, d’Hauteville, de Vendéme,
and many others who gathered round Anne,
formed a galaxy of loveliness at the fétes at the
Louvre, till the court at Paris became the envy of
all other nations.

Pre-eminent among them all was Anne of
Austria—that is, if we may believe her faithful
bed-chamber woman, Madame de Motteville, whose
pen never wearied of writing of the charms of
mind and body of her adored mistress. The Queen
at that time had reached the zenith of her beauty.
She wore her hair much curled and often powdered,
but at times she allowed the beautiful locks to fall
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in ringlets of their natural colour in great luxuri-
ance. Her skin was very white, but she spoilt
the effect by wearing too much rouge, a fashion
she had brought from Spain. Her hazel eyes
were clear and limpid, and her mouth was
small. Her lips were those of the House of
Austria, which gave her a distinction apart from,
and superior to, women of otherwise great beauty.
Her figure and height completed the regal air
which caused all eyes to be turned upon her. Later,
the stoutness that we see in her portraits took away
from this queenly beauty.

Brilliant balls and State banquets succeeded each
other, and on the surface all was bright and gay.
The dark side of the picture lay in the person of
Cardinal Richelieu, who worked in secret for the
ruin of all those who stood in the way of his
ambitions. From the first he had intrigued against
the Queen-Mother and Anne. Marie de’ Medici,
who had contributed to the elevation of the
Cardinal in the first instance, thought he was com-
pletely at her feet and ready to do her bidding, but
on his failing once to carry out her wishes, she
found that he had neither gratitude nor willingness
to serve her, and her former liking turned to
bitterest hate.! And this common dislike drew the
two Queens together. After years of friction they
suddenly formed a friendship; perhaps Marie de’
Medici had some compunction for the part she had

! Journal de Richelieu, dans les Archives curieuses de PHistoire de
France, tome v,
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played. She was, moreover, not without uneasi-
ness. In her endeavours to get the upper hand,
she had come into angry contact with the Minister,
and had found that she had quite overrated her
strength. She lived in hourly fear of being
arrested, and turned in this extremity to the young
Queen, who, not being of a revengeful nature,
was more than ready to hold out the hand of
fellowship.



CHAPTER V

THE ‘‘COUP DE COMPIEGNE "

HE two Queens had gone to Compiégne
together in January, 1631, and were holding

the court there, the King having remained in Paris.
A round of amusement was at once commenced,
and carried on with much zest. After an evening
spant in dance and song Anne was awakened
from a sound sleep at a very early hour the
following morning by some one knocking at her
door; she called to her women to know if it
was by amy chance the King, he being the only
one who could thus summon her in this familiar
fashion.! She had thrown aside the curtains of
her bed, and saw that the light was still faint, so
she knew the hour was very early, and her mind
was filled with alarm. An unknown terror per-
vaded her. What could the King’s presence at
such an untoward time mean but a menace against
her person, or perhaps the order for her exile.
Gathering all her failing courage, she prepared
herself to receive the blow, whatever it might be.
“ Open the door,” she said to her trembling women
in a firm voice, for whatever her faults, Anne was

Y Mémoires de Motteville, vol. i.
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no coward, nor did she flinch when she saw who
it was that craved admittance—for it was the Keeper
of the King’s Seals, and his presence seemed but
to confirm her fears.

The bedroom of royalty in those days appears
to have been open to all comers, and the idea
that it was intrusion on a lady’s privacy did not
seem to occur to any of them.

The King's ambassador, bowing low, approached
the bedside, and informed Anne that it was his
royal master’'s pleasure that the Queen-Mother
should be considered under arrest, and that it was
his desire that his wife should hold no communi-
cation with the disgraced Queen, but that she
should repair without loss of time to the Church
of the Capucines, where he intended to meet her.

It was a strange scene: the half-darkened
chamber, the hastily lighted taper that gne of the
women was holding, throwing dark shadows among
the rich hangings of the couch, blended with the
faint light of the coming dawn seen through the
open casement. The ambassador, booted and
spurred and travel-stained, looked from the scared
white faces of the ladies to the fair young Queen,
who, seated erect under the crimson canopy of her
bed, with dishevelled hair, listened with a calm
countenance, on which, however, intense surprise
was depicted, to the orders of her husband the King.

She simply bowed her acknowledgments of these
orders, and, requesting the withdrawal of the royal
messenger, proceeded to rise with all haste. Not,
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however, with the idea of obeying them, for she
determined to hasten at once to her mother-in-
law's room. Only half attired, with a morning
robe thrown over her nightdress, and with hair
unbound, Anne ran down the private corridor
and tapped gently at the door.

“It is [—Anne,” she exclaimed; “let me come
in,” as she turned the handle and entered.

The Queen-Mother, who had also been startled
out of her sleep by the unusual noises, was sitting
up in bed, crouched in an attitude of fear, with
her hands clasped round her knees.

“Oh, my daughter,” she cried. ‘“Am I to be
murdered, or made a prisoner? What is the King's
good pleasure ?”

The Queen, filled with compassion, threw herself
into the arms of the elder woman, folding her in
a warm embrace, and, forgetting all the insults
that Marie de’ Medici had at one time heaped
upon her, mingled her tears with those of her
disgraced mother.

These royal ladies knew well that they were
the victims of Richelieu’s malice, who was the
enemy of both alike ; but they did not realise that
that embrace was to be their last. When Anne
had hurriedly told her tale she begged leave to
withdraw, as she had to make the necessary toilet
to join the King as she had been directed to do.

When left alone the Queen-Mother faced the
situation. She was terrified at the idea of the
prison at Compiégne, at the same time she was
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anxious not to implicate her daughter-in-law, whom
she had at last learnt to love very dearly. Nothing
was left for her but flight, and this she determined
to effect without loss of time.

With all haste she made her preparations, calling
her women about her ; and without state or suite,
without jewels, or even the necessaries of life, the
proud Marie de’ Medici, once all-powerful, in disguise,
and accompanied only by her women, fled by a
back door and mounting into a common hired vehicle
was within a few hours wending her way towards
the frontier; while Anne, who had obediently set
off to the Capucines to meet the King, was quite
unaware of what was going on in the palace in
her absence, and not daring to risk Louis’ dis-
pleasure, she returned to Paris with him still in
ignorance of the flight of the old Queen.! This
was called the “Coup de Compiégne,” and it was
said that the whole thing was a ruse on the part
of Richelieu, who wished to remove Marie de’ Medici
out of his way.! Be this as it may, the King
knew well that the nation at large blamed him
greatly for his most unfilial conduct, and the severity
that was meted out by his orders to his mother's
adherents also called forth much indignation.

Anxious to propitiate his people, he treated his
wife somewhat better, and saw her more often, and as
she was greatly beloved, this gave much satisfaction.

1 Marie de’ Medici reached Flanders in safety. She wandered
about for some years, and at last died, overcome by misery and sorrow,
at Cologne in 1642.

? Mémoires de la Porte.
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Richelieu also saw fit to curry favour with the
Queen by recalling the Duchesse de Chevreuse
from her exile in Lorraine. No doubt the wily
lady promised the Cardinal to do everything that
he wished; perhaps he was not insensible to her
personal charms. She was only thirty, and in the
height of her beauty. The Queen loved her, and
could not do without her, and for that reason
Madame de Chevreuse had lost the good graces of
the Minister, as he was bent on preventing any
intimacies that interfered with his plans, but it
suited his policy of the moment to bring her back.

Happy in the society of her friend, Anne, who
was young and sanguine, re-entered upon her life
with fresh zest. She cast behind her the troubles
and worries of the past, and, forgetting even her
enemy Richelieu, passed her time in diversion and
mirth. One desire of her heart, however, remained
ungratified, and that was to become the mother
of a Dauphin; this indeed was the earnest wish
of the whole country.

But if on the surface all was calm, the Minister
was working none the less against the Queen. All
the futile cabals of which she had been guilty
were made known at once to Richelieu by his spies,
although for various reasons he gave no sign
of having discovered the Queen's many political
intrigues with her Spanish relations.

In 1633 Frangois de Rochechouart, Chevalier de
Jars, who had fallen under the ban of the Cardinal’s
displeasure, was recalled from his exile in England,
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where he had been sent on account of his attach-
ment to the Queen.

Richelieu, who looked upon him as one of the
chief conspirators, finding that he was spending
the period of his disgrace very agreeably, had him
recalled. Chateauneuf, Keeper of the Seals and
lover of the fair Chevreuse, was implicated as well,
and the Cardinal was determined on the downfall of
them both. The Duchess was once more exiled
from court, but only as far as her Chateau de Dam-
pierre. It was not very distant from the capital, and
often at dusk she would come disguised as a man
to Paris, and meet the Queen either at the Louvre
or at the convent of Val-de-Grace, where the good
sisters were ever ready to aid and abet her. The
pleasure of the meeting was doubled by the risk
they ran, and the adventurous Duchess would
return after midnight to Dampierre, riding through
the night with only one trusty servant. Needless
to say, these visits were discovered, and she was
ordered back to Touraine. The punishment was
a severe one to the lovely Duchess, who was at an
age when she might naturally wish for amusement.
Buried in the country, far from Paris, politics, and
intrigue, the only entertainment she could find was
turning the head of the old Archbishop of Tours, and
when this diversion began to pall she encouraged
the visits of the young and amiable Comte de
la Rochefoucauld.! For four long years, till 1637,
this life went on, and all the time she kept up an

Y Memoires de la Rockefoucauld, p. 335.
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active correspondence with the Queen, Henrietta
Maria, the Queen of Spain, and Charles of
Lorraine, till even that seasoned adventurer fell a
victim to her charms. The Queen wrote most of
her letters at Val-de-Grace, and her confidential
valet, La Porte, carried them back and forward,
and to his memoirs we are indebted for these
details of the Queen’s private life.!

Meanwhile her fellow-culprit, the Chevalier de
Jars, was having a far worse fate. He too was
accused of complicity with the enemies of the
King. He was arrested and sent to the Bastille,
where he was kept in a dark cell for eleven months.
It was in winter that this happened, and the black
velvet coat he was wearing at the time remained
on his person without being taken off during the
whole of his incarceration.? He was led out to be
interrogated eighty times, and he always replied
to the charges brought against him with firmness
and wisdom, never allowing himself to be implicated
on any point, nor in any way endangering the
safety of others.

One day he was suddenly removed by a guard,
with all the appearance of being about to be taken to
execution ; and as they were going down the steps at
the main entrance he saw a group consisting of the
Maréchal de Bassompierre, the Marquis de Vieuville,
Vautier, the late physician of Marie de’ Medici,
and others who were prisoners, but who had been

Y Miémoires de la Porte,
? Jbid.
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more humanely treated than himself. De Jars knew
not what might be in store for him. Turning towards
them he exclaimed, “ Gentlemen, adieu. I know
not whither I go. Rest assured whatever may be
my fate I am a man of honour, and will never fail
towards either my friends or myself, or betray
either.” !

He was taken to Troyes, where he was brought
before the judge Laffemas, who had already
tormented him at the Bastille, and who was com-
monly known by the title of * Hangman to the
Cardinal.”

A number of judges much of the same calibre
formed a court, and they sought, by the means only
such men knew how to employ, to make the Chevalier
de Jars incriminate himself or others. They tried
to bribe false witnesses, but one of their number,
the Prev6t de I'lle, who had accompanied De Jars
from Paris, declined to be a party to any such
manceuvre.

Laffemas knew well the wishes of Richelieu,
which were not to take the life of the Chevalier,
being too sure of his innocence to risk such a
proceeding, and having, moreover, no proof by
which he could bring about his condemnation. But
he wished to work upon his fears by the apparent
certainty of death, that he might be induced to
give up the secret of the Queen’s intrigue, that of
Madame de Chevreuse, and of Chateauneuf, Keeper
of the Seals, who was also implicated.

Y Mémoires de Motteville,
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Laffemas had promised Richelieu that he would
so torment his victim that he would by degrees
draw out of him enough to suit their purpose, and
he so interrogated and threatened the Chevalier
that, had he had a different sort of victim, he might
have succeeded in his endeavours.

On All Saints’ Day this treacherous judge,
wishing to appear kindly disposed towards his
prisoner, allowed him to attend mass; for this
purpose a band of archers and the guard of the
town escorted him to church. At the steps of the
altar the Chevalier perceived Laffemas with his wife
receiving the Holy Sacrament. He was the chief
man of the province, but far more feared than liked.
De Jars was a man of a passionate nature, and
absolutely without fear, and, seeing this man in the
act of receiving the chief blessing of the Church,
he tore himself loose from his guards, and throwing
himself upon Laffemas seized him by the throat,
exclaiming :

“ Traitor! With the Creator that you worship on
your lips, now is the moment to tell the truth, and
to justify me before God and man. Avow my
innocence, or else be known of all men as a
villain.” !

At this outcry the people gathered round them ;
some shrugged their shoulders, but most murmured
against this unjust judge.

The Prevot de I'lle tried to separate the two
men, who still struggled together, but the Chevalier

Y Mémoires de Motteville, vol. i.
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de Jars would not let go his man, and still pressed
for an answer.

When Laffemas at last could speak he replied
coldly :

“ Monsieur, you have nothing to complain of;
the Cardinal loves you well.”

He further added that De Jars would be probably
released and sent to Italy, but that some of his own
letters in their possession might prove his guilt.

The Chevalier did not understand what they
were driving at, and thought himself lost. He was
brought once more before the tribunal, and defended
himself with such courage that he confounded those
who sought to implicate his friends. As he was
leaving the court the Prevdét de I'lle approached
him and said:

“ Monsieur, be of good courage, I have hopes
for you. My orders are to bring you back to the
same prison, while if a man is condemned he is
generally taken elsewhere.”

The Chevalier replied :

“] thank you, my friend, for your encouraging
words, but those rascals intend to condemn me; I
see it in their faces. Be certain, however, that I
intend to die without infamy, and the Cardinal will
see that I care neither for him nor his tortures.”

As soon as the prisoner had left the hall Laffemas
produced a letter which he showed to the other
judges. It came from the Cardinal, or rather from
the King, and ran as follows :—

« If the Chevalier is condemned to the rack, let
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this letter be shown to him; if he is condemned
to death, suspend the execution.” '

De Jars was condemned to death, and was led
out upon the scaffold, where he showed the most
absolute calmness and courage. He defied his
enemies and his judges, and prepared to meet his
end with all firmness, trusting in God and com-
mitting himself to His all-gracious love and care.
Having thus fortified his soul, he knelt down to
receive the final blow, and then only was his
reprieve produced. Dazed, almost without feeling
or power of speech, and hardly knowing if he was
dead or alive, he was led away, and Richelieu<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>