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PREFACE.

IN presenting to the Public the fruits of a favorite
study, I cannot offer as the apology for any defects
of the present work, the haste with which it has been
written. It is the gradual result of the application
of the leisure hours of several years to a subject that
has interested me from my youth: and I know too
well the intellectual improvements and general talents
of that British Public, whose early history and pro-
gress 1 have endeavored to elucidate, not to be sen-
sible, that to obtain its approbation in the nineteenth
century, no common labor, no supine attention, will
suffice. But the attainments of every individual,
whatever may be his wishes, are circumscribed within
bounds which, though others may easily overpass, he
will never be able to exceed. That an Author should
perform the task he undertakes to the full extent of
his abilities, the Public has a right to exact. Less
exertion that this would be a negligence bordering
on disrespect. More, is impossible. In the discharge
of this duty, I am not conscious that I have failed.
I have not intentionally omitted any care or assiduity
to make the present History as correct and satis-
factory as my means of information or personal dili-
gence, could supply: and I hope that on this ground
I have some claim to expect that those readers,
whose criticisms may be awakened by its imper-
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iv PREFACE.

fections, will recollect what has been performed. as
well as what may be found deficient.

The present Work has arisen from a perception,
that there were many important documents of the
middle ages, which former writers bad not consulted ;
and many facts essential to a complete knowledge of
our history, which lay untouched and unappropri-
ated. I have endeavored to make these a part of our
national history. It was also believed that, standing
on the ’vantage ground of the nineteenth century,
some views might be taken of the great stream of
time which has preceded, in parts more compre-
hensive, in parts more picturesque; and, on the
whole, more just and faithful, than had hitherto been
skctched. Such extensive scenes of action, and such
stupendous revolutions, are every day passing before
us, that it seems to have become necessary to drop
much of the detail in which former historians have
properly indulged, in order to bring events together
more in their connected masses; and to exhibit them
m those great operations and results which have
#wat, influenced the succeeding periods.

rm this plan, and with these objects, the following
¥wk has been composed. And though I may have
%42t ' properly executing my own project, yet I
Will keqs 1o have offered some facts and considera-
Gane o the metics of the general reader, which it

Miwy Is suither unprofitable, nor wholly unenter-
Wining v, Jreriine,

I have very rupely exorcised the invidious office of
pomtlr.lg out the wansiimm) arrors of my predecessors.
0 writer on 4 barges subjjeet, wnd using unconnected
multifarious aterinly, ean hope to escape them.
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I have endeavored to be accurate in my own Work ;
and have thought that I should save time and temper,
both to the Public and to myself, by leaving it to
those who like minute researches, to make the com-
parison for themselves, whenever a difference of view
or a discordant circumstance may arrest their at-
tention. But I have been anxious to perform one
essential duty with scrupulous care—the personal
examination of the authorities used, and a faithful
citation of the passages consulted. I have inspected
the original documents and authors which are quoted,
with scarce a single exception; and have referred to
them precisely. This has never been omitted, where-
ever it was attainable —and with due allowance for
occasional deceptions of sight, in taking down a page
or in transcribing it, or in the casual errors of the
press, I trust the quotations will be found generally
correct.

It has been a considerable gratification to observe,
that the history of England from the Norman Con-
quest, is the history of continued national progres-
sion. It is probable that the English history is not
singular in this respect; but that every country, if
studied with this object in view, will be found to have
exhibited a progress, not indeed wholly commensurate
with that of England, but proportional to its own
situation and resources. In every country, whether
ancient or modern, whose annals I have examined, 1
have found such indications of gradual advancement,
that it has become the tendency of my mind to be-
lieve, that if the history of the human species were
sufficiently contemplated by the moral philosopher,
with due regard to the principles and necessities of our
nature, it would be found to exhibit from its earliest
period a course of continuous improvement. But
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however this may be, as to mankind in general, there
can be no question, that the British population has
been, from the landing of William the Conqueror, in
a state of progressive amelioration. This ascertainable
fact affords the most cheering prospects of our future
character and destinies. That progression which has
been effected when obstacles innumerable existed to
retard it, cannot but be more brilliantly operative
now, when its attainment has put in action more
numerous causes and more active instruments for the
extending and accelerating its advancement.



PREFACE

TO

THE THIRD VOLUME OF THE FIRST, OR QUARTO, EDITION.

TrE Readers of the former Volumes of this History,
may reasonably expect some reason or apology for
the long delay of the Continuation, which is now
submitted to their perusal. To begin a Work of this
sort, and to leave it imperfect, has an appearance of
caprice and injustice ; which, if it had been voluntary,
would have been censurable. This imputation the
Author is anxious to avert. He feels that, when he
invited the attention of the Public to a new History
of England, be contracted an implied obligation to
complete his undertaking to the best of his ability,
without any protracted intermission. The pleasure
he experienced in its composition, would have been
an additional incitement to realize both his own
wishes and the expectations of his readers ; but the
course of life is as little under our command in its
individual, as in its political direction. A debili-
tating illness succeeded the publication of the former
volumes; at times so severe, that not only writing,
but even reading was often impossible. Enough
strength only remained to fulfil other duties of a

more imperious nature; and tho a strict and per-
A4



viii PREFACE TO THE THIRD VOLUME

severing self-management has restored a considerable
degree of exertion and comfort, during the first part
of the day; yet the evenings, so valuable and so
interesting to the student who has the usual occu-
pations of life to pursue, are still the periods of so
much weakness and indisposition, that the Author’s
only security for a night of repose and a day of cffi-
ciency, is an abstinence from all that can enliven or
excite, as evening advances. The most retired quiet,
and the most forbearing suspension of every exertion
at that time, have become indispensable to keep life
from relapsing into a state of suffering, which would
make it both undesirable and useless.

Under these circumstances all that could be done,
was to use the occurring intervals of leisure and ease,
to inspect such original documents, and new autho-
rities, as could be found; examine the more known
ones; arrange their scattered information; compare
their various claims to attention; and compose from
all, such a narrative of the most important and in-
teresting facts as could be presented to an intelligent
reader of the present day, as not unworthy of his
consideration and belief. But it is obvious, that
these intervals were to be waited for; that they
would arrive with great intermissions; and that un-

usual lapse of time must ensue before the Author
could accomplish his wishes.

By gradual perseverance, trespassing inevitably,
tho unwillingly, on the indulgence of his friends, the
task advanced ; and this last summer has enabled the
Author to complete, by this volume, what he con-
siders to be the second series of the English History.
The first was given in the work on the Anglo-Saxons,
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OF THE FIRST EDITION. ix

which brought down our national story to the Nor-
man Conquest. The second portion, which comprises
the History of England during the MmpLE Ages,
commences at the accession of William the Con-
queror, and terminates with the death of Henry VII.
Here the middle ages of Europe naturally close with
the conclusion of the fifteenth century. A new world,
quite unlike the former, then arose, from which all
our modern history has flowed, and with which it is,
and will long be, inseparably connected. In England,
this begins with the reign of Henry VIII., during
whose life all the great innovations, states, interests
and establishments became prominent, which have
so marked and elevated all the succeeding periods.
Hence the present Work may be, not unfitly, termed,
Tae HisTorY OF ENGLAND DURING THE MIDDLE AGES.
Describing our public transactions, the personal por-
traits of our kings, and the main features and
changes of our national character and costume; they
are meant to exhibit a period of society, and a
course of events, unlike either Grecian, Roman, or
Asiatic story ; yet not less peculiar, original, striking,
and important. As the History of the Anglo-Saxons
formed a distinct subject of itself, ending the first
series of our annals at the Norman conquest, so
these volumes exhibit another completed division of
our national fortunes, during the middle ages, by
detailing the second series of our national historio-
graphy. The two Works narrate the history of our
never retrograding Country, from the earliest times
down to the year 1509 ; and so long a period of re-
search, will, perhaps, be accepted by the indulgent
Public, as a sufficient performance of an undertaking
too sanguinely entered upon by the Author, when, in
the flush and sunny hopes of youth, he presumed to
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think of writing the History of England, even to his
own times. It would be easy, like Smollet, to do so,
if only the common authorities were to be consulted ;
and the reader had to be told, in new words, nothing
but what he was familiar with before. But for any
one to dig below the ordinary surface of events, and
give more just and original views of the conduct and
fortunes of our continually improving and picturesque
ancestors, from unexamined sources, a time, an at-
tention, a strength, and a degree of labor are required,
which make it almost, if not quite, impossible for one
individual to give to the Public a complete history of
England on this plan. That the present Author,
now in his fifty-fifth year, with a broken constitution,
will be able to make any advances into the third and
last series of it, must as yet be an uncertainty. His
desire may be undiminished, but the performance
depends so entirely on agencies beyond his own
control, that he can but look at the task like a
wistful mariner on a distant land, which however
inviting to his eye, many circumstances may make
inaccessible to his personal approach.

Throughout the present Work, it has been an in-
variable principle, to compose it, as far as could be
done, not only from original, but also from contem-
porary authorities; and with few exceptions, this
has been effected. Some care has been also used
to convey to the reader, either in the text or in the
notes, the ideas and feelings of the times, on the
events that are mentioned; and to narrate them, as
often as it could be done, with circumstances that
display the manners of the different periods. This
was thought preferable to increasing the bulk of the
work, by adding separate chapters on such subjects.
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Much of our laws and constitution has been, in the
same manner, interwoven with the work.

In studying the history of The Maid of Orleans,
the former materials of it were found to be neither
sufficiently authentic nor explanatory. It was de-
sirable to inspect her own account of herself at her
different examinations, and the depositions of the nu-
merous witnesses who were interrogated concerning
her; both of which sources of curious information
had not been consulted by any preceding historian.
M. Le Brun de Charmettes, in his recent work on
her, in four volumes octavo, has printed all her
answers ; and has collected the substance of the evi-
dence given upon every part of her life. And this
has enabled me to fulfil my own wishes, of describing
one of the most remarkable phenomena that has
ever emerged in any nation, to accomplish a great
political revolution.

The important effect of the state of our church
establishment, on the civil wars, between the houses
of York and Lancaster, has not been hitherto ade-
quately observed. Much assistance on this interest-
ing subject has been derived from some neat MS.
extracts in the British Museum, of our BaLE, which
he made from contemporary authorities, that have
disappeared from our curiosity. The transcripts also
in the same valuable library, made from similar do-
cuments, by our worthy JoEN Stow, which he has
not used in his own chronicle, probably from their
having come to his knowlege after its publication,
have furnished much new and interesting matter to
the present volume. Such light has been derived
from these and other sources of original information,
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that it is hoped, the reign of Henry VI. will no
longer be deemed a confused mass of unconnected
events, as it has been hitherto described, and indeed
too much appeared to be; but that it will be found
to be an intelligible and interesting series of im-
portant incidents and characters, which in their
causes, as well as in their results, will deserve the
contemplation, and apply to some of the circum-
stances of the present age.

In the reigns of Edward V. and Richard III. it has
been endeavored to reduce the obloquy under which
the latter has labored, to its just proportion; and to
distinguish how much of his exaggerated crimes is
fairly imputable to himself, and how much to his
age and party. On this branch of his subject, the
Author has been greatly indebted to the curious
volume in the Harleian collection, which is reputed
to have belonged to the celebrated Burleigh; but
whose last possessor was the historian John Strype.
It is a copious register and collection of the grants
and public documents, signed by Richard III. Some
are copied at full length, but of the largest part only
the substance is given. It seems to be the same MS.
which is a few times quoted in the annotations in
the first volume of bishop Kennett's collection of
English historians, under the name of King Richard’s
Diary, and signed J. S., probably John Strype. Its
documents throw new light on many parts of
Richard’s reign and conduct; and have enabled the
Author to draw this singular man, more in his real
shape and features, than has yet been done.

From all these authentic sources, it was unavoid-
able that many new facts and correcter views of old

N\
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ones, should be derived on the most important part
of the reigns handled in the present volume; but no
space has been occupied, in pointing out the mistakes
of preceding historians. This would have swelled the
bulk of the work, and could only be an unpleasing,
as well as an invidious, and an ungenerous employ-
ment. A remark of Aristotle, applies strongly to the
last writers on every subject, especially on history
and science. He says, in his Metaphysics, «If Ti-
motheus had not lived, we should not have possessed
much sweet music. But if Phrynes, his master, had
not also existed, we should never have had Timo-
theus.” Every later historian, whatever may be his
own merits or researches, must be greatly indebted
to the labors of his predecessors. They had the
wild or desert country first to clear and plant; and
if some sweeter flowers, richer fruits, or more
abundant harvests, have been since obtained or in-
troduced ; these would never have appeared if the
former cultivators had not preceded. Each antece-
dent author has added some truth, removed some
mistake, and opened some new views; and the pre-
sent writer acknowleges, with gratitude, that if those,
whom he has succeeded, had not published their
elaborate or intelligent works, his History would
not, and most probably could not have been com-
posed. He follows in their train; not, he hopes,
without bringing some offerings of his own; but de-
sirous never to be deemed insensible to their merits,
or detracting from their praise.

Erson, March 22. 1823.
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CHAPTER I

The Progress of Europe to its State at the Period of the
Norman Conquest.

Berore the Norman invasion, England had taken
little interest, and had rarely interfered, in the affairs
of the Continent. When the nations of the Baltic
assaulted her shores, she struggled to repel their ag-
gression, but never attempted to retort it. The ac-
cession and genius of Canute had, during his reign,
combined her with the Scandinavian states; Athel-
stan, nearly a century earlier, had encouraged a foreign
alliance for his sister!, and received and assisted the
princely exiles from Bretagne, France, and Norway ;
and when the Danish invaders endangered him, Ethel-
red had sent his children to Normandy for safety.
But these connections were transient, and rather acci-
dental than designed or desired. The Anglo-Saxons
were not a people curious after the manners and trans-
actions of other lands : pride orignorance, or a dislike
to foreign manners, produced an apathy as to all coun-

! Hist. Anglo-Saxons, vol. if. pp. 287—96. ; 162—173.; 273. 7th ed.
VOL. 1. B
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tries but their own. No one had imitated the in-
quisitiveness of Alfred, or the enlarged views and
feelings of his grandson.. Hence their political rela-
tions were as circumscribed as their historical curiosity
and their geographical knowlege, although the neces-
sary journies of their mitred clergy to Rome, and some
casual correspondence and concerns of particular
monks, made occasionally a few partial exceptions to
this general indifference.

The association of Normandy with the English
crown ended for ever our insular seclusion. The
course of events after that period, perpetually, though
varyingly, connected us with the Continent. The
history of England then became interwoven with the
history of Europe: the possession of Normandy en-
grafted us into the great continental trunk, and associ-
ated us with its most important branches. Wars,
alliances, social intercourse, literature, commerce, and
the crusades continually combined our nation, during
the middle ages, with the transactions and feelings of
those around us; and therefore it will be useful to the
mind that wishes to form a just comprehension of our
national history, if we precede our consideration of it,
by a brief review of that progress of events, which
led to the formation of the principal continental states.

By the eleventh century an important advance had
been made towards the establishment of that order of
things, which has gradually converted the states and
kingdoms of Europe into one great family ; sometimes
indeed torn by internal dissensions, but always at last
returning to habits of intercourse and similarity. In-
dividual powers have at times inclined to eccentricities
which have threatened to endanger their general rela-
tions ; but these have never becn so permanently mis-
chievous as to break up the order of the whole. The
sympathies and interests arising from the same generic
origin : from a common religion and hierarchy : from
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an universal emulation of literature, and a necessary CHEAF:
cultivation of one classical language: from similar
gradations and privileges of rank: from civil insti- =
tutions originally analogous, and from manners and or ras
pursuits perpetually identifying, have connected all joeas®
with such unceasing and powerful affinities and mu+ ———
tual gravitation, that the various nations of Europe
have from the twelfth century to the present times
been constantly moving by the same laws, and keeping
in the same system. Completely distinct and dis-
similar, in this respect, from the populations of Asia
and Africa; among whowmn there has been no union
but that of conquest ; no common feeling but that of
mutual hostility ; no likeness but in the sterile uni-
formity of despotism, barbarism and ignorance, irra-
tional bigotry, or base superstitions.

At the time when the Roman empire fell in the
West, the identity of Europe was the identity of war-
like barbarism ; but it was barbarism with those pe-
culiar features, energies, customs and institutions,
from which the largest portion of our improvements
and happiness has proceeded. These were, the in-
variable association of national councils with the
sovereign power ; an order of hereditary nobility inter-
vening between the powerful monarch and the inferior
and subjected population; the establishment of the
rights of primogeniture for the support and mainte-
nance of this feudal aristocracy, and to preserve its
effective power; the existence of a class of freemen
continually increasing, with privileges which power
could not abrogate; a high feeling of personal honor
and distinction, and a regard almost to veneration for
the female sex and the marriage union.?2 In these
respect