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PREFACE

THE preparation of this volume has occupied a much
longer time than was anticipated when the invitation
of the editors to contribute to this series was accepted.
The new materials, constantly supplied by the inde-
fatigable activity of excavators and by the scientific
investigation of philological and historical scholars,
require the unceasing adjustment, enlargement, and
revision of historical conclusions, and force one quite
to despair of reaching anything like finality. The his-
torian of Babylonia and Assyria, therefore, must be
satisfied to sum up fairly and fully the information at
present in hand without undue appreciation of new
and tentative theories. Accordingly, the present work
finds its justification in the desirability of putting a
compact, popular, and fairly comprehensive sketch of
the history of these ancient states, as it is to-day con-
_ ceived, into the hands of all who are interested in the
progress of human civilization in its earliest stages,
and especially in the development of the peoples who
came into so close relations with the Hebrews. It is
becoming increasingly evident that the Old Testament
in all its elements— literary, historical, and religious —
cannot be adequately understood without relating them
to the history of all the peoples round about Israel,
and especially to that of the Babylonians and Assyri-
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ans, who exercised so potent and permanent an influ-
ence upon the fortunes and the thoughts of the Chosen
People.

A word is desirable concerning some special features
of the book.

(1) The “ Bibliography ” does not pretend to be com-
plete, but only to contain the outstanding works in the
vast field.

(2) The “ References” are intended not merely to
aid the reader in widening the range of his knowledge
of facts and details concerning the subject under con-
sideration, but also to guide him in special investigation
of important topics.

(3) The spelling of the proper names does not rigidly
follow any body of principles. When a name has be-
come domesticated in a popular form, that form has
usually been chosen. Otherwise it has been sought
to give an orthographically accurate reproduction of
the original. Often, at the first use of a name, hyphens
have been employed to indicate its component parts.
In the index of persons and places, an attempt, doubt-
less quite imperfect, has been made to indicate the
proper pronunciation of each name. No one can be
more cognizant than the author of the inadequate re-
sults achieved in respect to the whole matter.

(4) The map has been prepared with the purpose of
indicating the larger number of the places mentioned
in the text. Accordingly,some localities, the positions
of which with our present kuowledge can be deter-
mined only tentatively, have been set down with what
may seem to scholars not a little audacity. The de-
sirability of being able to follow the description of a
campaign or to fix the location of a city mentioned
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has induced me to run the risk of seeming to be wise
ahove what is known.

My obligations to the scholars who for half a cen-
tury have been working in the Assyriological field are
manifest on every page of this work. Special mention
should, however, be made where unusual service has
been rendered, although I despair of making anything
like complete acknowledgment. Abundant use has
been made of the admirable series of translations
contained in the Assyrian and Babylonian Literature,
edited by Professor R. F. Harper. I am grateful to my
colleague and friend, Professor Harper, for the cordial
way in which he has assented to my request to employ
these translations. To my colleagues, Professors Ira
M. Price and Benjamin Terry, who have read the
proofs of the work throughout with critical and pains-
taking zeal, I am indebted far more than words can
express for their invaluable assistance. I am likewise
under obligation to my uncle, Dr. T. W. Goodspeed,
who has rendered a similar service in connection with
the manuscript. I have been favored with the gen-
erous help of another colleague, Professor W. Muss-
Arnolt, who has placed at my disposal his admirable
bibliographical knowledge and his wide and thorough
acquaintance with the Assyrian field. If the work shall
be found to represent, in some approximate measure,
the present standard of Assyriological science, and to
be reasonably free from faults of expression, the result
is due in large part to the genial and sympathetic ser-
vice of these friends, although they are not to be held
accountable for either its defects or its opinions. To
the editors of the series to which the volume belongs
I would express my thanks for their encouragement
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and criticism in the course of its preparation; to the
publishers, Messrs. Charles Scribner’s Sons, for their
generous co-operation in securing its typographical ex-
cellence, and to the many friends who have shown so
warm an interest in the appearance of the book. I
hope that to some extent it may serve the cause of
sound learning, and be worthy, both in spirit and con-
tent, to stand beside the preceding volumes of the
series.

G. S. G.

Tae UniversiTy oF CHICAGO,
Anugust, 1902.
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I

THE LANDS OF THE EUPHRATES AND TIGRIS

1. IN the lofty table-land of Armenia, lying some
seven thousand feet above sea level, and guarded on the
south by mountain walls, the rivers Tigris and Euphra-
tes have their origin. Breaking through the southern
range, the one stream on its eastern, the other on its
western flank, they flow at first speedily down a
steep incline from an altitude of eleven hundred feet
in a general southeasterly direction, draw closer to one
another as they descend, and, after traversing a region
measuring as the crow flies over eight hundred miles
in length, issue as one stream into the Persian gulf.
This region from the northern mountains to the
southern sea, dominated and nourished by the two
rivers, is the scene of the historical development to be
traced in this volume. A striking difference in geo-
logical structure divides it into two parts of nearly
equal length. For the first four hundred miles the
country falls off from the mountains in a gentle slope.
The difference in elevation between the northern and
southern extremities aggregates about a thousand
feet. A plain of “secondary formation ” is thus made,
composed of limestone and selenite, through which
the rivers have cut their way. From this point to the
gulf succeeds a flat alluvial district, the product of
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the deposit of the rivers, made up of sand, pebbles,
clay, and loam, upon which the rivers have built their
channels and over which they spread their waters in
the season of inundation.

2. The former of these two divisions was called by
the Greeks Mesopotamia, a term which they probably
borrowed from the Semites, to whom the district, or
at least a part of it, was known in Hebrew phrase as
Aram naharayim, “ Aram of the two rivers,” or to
the Arameans as Béth naharin, « region (house) of the
rivers.” Marked out by the rivers and the northern
mountains into an irregular triangle, drifting out over
the Euphrates into the desert on the southwest, and ris-
ing over the Tigris to the Zagros mountains on the east
and northeast, this region occupies an area of more than
fifty-five thousand square miles, in size about equal to
the State of Illinois. Its physical contour and charac-
teristics separate it into two fairly well-defined districts.
In the northern and higher portion, isolated ranges,
thrown off from the central chains, diversify the plain,
which is watered by the mountain streams gather-
ing into rivers of considerable size, like the Balikh
and the Khabur. Limestone and, in some places,
volcanic rock form the basis of a fertile soil. South
and southeast of the Khabur the waters cease, gypsum
and marl predominate, and the plain, down to the
beginning of the alluvium, becomes a veritable steppe,
the home of wandering Bedouin. The northern part,
at least that west and north of the Khabur, was prob-
ably the region known to the Egyptians as Nahrina,
and in the Roman period constituted the province of
Mesopotamia. On the other hand, Xenophon seems
to call the southern portion Arabia; the term is

-\



THE BABYLONIAN PLAIN 5

a striking evidence of the character of the district as
steppe land, hardly to be distinguished from the west-
ern desert, and occupied by the same wandering tribes.

8. The second and southern division of the great
Tigro-Euphrates valley is entirely the gift of the
rivers, a shifting delta, over which they pour them-
selves from the higher and solider formation of Meso-
potamia. The proximity of the mountains in the
northeast gives the whole plain a southwestern slope
with the result that the Euphrates has spread over a
portion of the southwestern desert and thereby added
a considerable district to the proper alluvial region.
Moreover, the process of land-making still continues
in the south, the waters of the gulf being pushed
back at the rate of about seventy-two feet every year.
At present, this division comprises about thirty thou-
sand square miles, but calculations, based upon the
increase of the land about the Persian gulf, make it
appear that in the ancient period it contained only
twenty-three thousand square miles. Thus it was
about equal in area to the southern half of the State
of Louisiana, which it also resembled in being largely
made up of alluvial and swampy districts that are the
deltas of river systems. It lay also between the same
degrees of latitude (about 80-83° N.). This was the
land known to the Greeks, from the name of its
capital city, Babylon, as Babylonia. It is an “inter-
minable moorland,” slightly undulating in the central
districts and falling away imperceptibly toward the
south into swamps and marshes, where the waters of
the rivers and the gulf meet and are indistinguishable.
The plain also stretches away toward the east, as
in Mesopotamia, beyond the Tigris for a distance of

-/
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from thirty to fifty miles, until it meets the mountains ;
while, on the western side, across the Euphrates, it
merges into the desert at a distance of twenty or
thirty miles, where a line of low hills checks the
river’s overflow and gathers it into lakes and morasses.

4. In these regions of Mesopotamia and Babylonia,
so diversified in physical characteristics, the one essen-
tial unifying element was the rivers. To them a large
section of the land owed its existence ; the fertility and
the prosperity of the whole was dependent upon them ;
they were the chief means of communication, the main
channels of trade, the distributors of civilization. It
was in recognition of this that the ancient inhabitants
called the Euphrates « the life of the land,” and the
Tigris ¢ the bestower of blessing.” Both are inunda-
ting rivers, nourished by mountain snows. Yet, though
they lie so near together and finally become one, they
exhibit many striking differences. The Euphrates is
the longer. It rises on the northern side of the Taurus
range and winds its way through the plateau in a
southwesterly direction as though making for the
Mediterranean which is only a hundred miles away.
At about latitude 87° 80/, it turns due south and breaks
into the plain. It runs in this direction for a hun-
dred miles, then bending around toward the east, finds
at last its true southeastern course and, covering in
all a distance of seventeen hundred and eighty miles,
unites with the Tigris and the sea. Unlike most great
rivers, its lower course is less full and majestic than
its upper waters. In its passage through the Mesopo-
tamian plain it receives but two tributaries, the Balikh
and the Khabur, and these from the upper portion.
Thereafter it makes its way alone between desert and
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steppe with waning power. From the mouth of the
Khabur to the alluvium its width gradually diminishes
from four hundred to two hundred and fifty yards;
its velocity, from four to two and one half miles an
hour. At the southern boundary of Mesopotamia
it spreads out in canals and pools and swamps, some
of its water reaching the Tigris; but it recovers its
former greatness farther down, receiving in its turn
contributions from its sister stream. The Tigris has
its source on the southeastern slopes of the Taurus,
and makes a much more direct and speedy journey
to the sea. Its length is eleven hundred and forty-six
miles; its depth, volume, and velocity much greater
than those of the Euphrates. It receives numerous
tributaries from the eastern mountains not far distant
—in the north the Subnat, toward the middle of its
course the upper and lower Zab, farther to the south
the Turnat and the Radanu, — all streams of con-
siderable size, which swell its waters as they descend.
The inundation of the Tigris begins earlier and is fin-
ished before that of the Euphrates. The latter, with
its more northern source, rises more slowly and stead-
ily, and its high waters continue longer. Accordingly,
the whole inundation period, including that of both
rivers, is spread over half the year, from March to
September (Rawlinson, Five Great Monarchies, I. pp.
121f). The water sometimes rises very high. Loftus,
in the spring of 1849, found that the Tigris had risen
twenty-two and one half feet, which was about five
feet above the ordinary height (Chaldza and Susiana,
p- 1.

5. In consequence of the pouring down of these
immense volumes Qf water, the rivers have dug chan-

' g
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nels through the rock of the Mesopotamian plain.
The Euphrates, in particular, flows through a can-
yon from two to three miles wide and sunk from
one hundred to three hundred feet below the surface
of the steppe. On the flats at the base of the
cliffs, and on the islands in mid-stream, thick groves
of tamarisk alternate with patches of arable land,
where usually stand the few towns which the traveller
finds in his journey along the river and which consti-
tute the stations of his pilgrimage. Likewise, the
streams running into the Tigris are said to burrow
deep in the marl, forming ditches in the plateau, diffi-
cult to cross. In the alluvial region, on the other
hand, the rivers raise themselves above the surround-
ing country, while hollowing out their beds, so
that to-day the sides of the ancient canals rise like
formidable ridges across the level plain and their
dry beds form the most convenient roads for the
caravans.

6. Mesopotamia and Babylonia, although lying be-
tween latitude 31° and 37°, do not show climatic con-
ditions so widely diverse as might be expected. The
year is divided into two seasons. From November to
March the rains fall; then the drought ensues. The
heat in summer is oppressive throughout the entire
valley, and, when the frequent sand storms from
Arabia are raging, is almost unbearable. The rainy
season shows greater diversity of temperature. The
northern plain, cut off from the mild airs of the Med-
iterranean by the western ranges, is exposed to the
wintry blasts of the northern mountains. Snow and
ice are not uncommon. In Babylonia, however, frost
is rarely experienced. It is probable that, when the

A
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canals distributed the waters more generally over the
surface of the country, the extremes of temperature
were greatly reduced. Even in modern times, travel-
lers in Babylonia speak of the remarkable dryness and
regularity of the climate, the serenity of the sky and
the transparency of the air, the wonderful starlight,
soft and enveloping, and the coolness of the nights,
even in the hot season.

7. The fertility of Babylonia was the wonder of the
ancient world. The classical passage of Herodotus is
still the best description: « This territory is of all that
we know the best by far for producing grain; as to
trees, it does not even attempt to bear them, either
fig or vine or olive, but for producing grain it is so
good that it returns as much as two hundred-fold for
the average, and, when it bears at its best, it produces
three hundred-fold. The blades of the wheat and bar-
ley there grow to be full four fingers broad ; and from
millet and sesame seed, how large a tree grows, I know
myself, but shall not record, being well aware that
even what has already been said relating to the
crops produced has been enough to cause disbelief in
those who have not visited Babylonia” (Herod., I.
193). This marvellous yield, however, was under
the hand of man, who by a system of canals brought
the water of the rivers over every foot of ground.
Apart from that, the land, rich as was its soil, lay ex-
posed to floods in the winter and to parching heat and
desert sand in the summer. Thick masses of reeds,
springing up in the water-courses, produced morasses.
The absence of trees of any size was a serious defect.
To man, also, is due the introduction of the date-palm,
the fig, and the vine, the two former flourishing in
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splendid luxuriance along the banks of the Euphrates,
the vine, indeed, cultivated so little as almost to war-
rant the statement of Herodotus just cited. As one
advances northward upon the steppe, a treeless waste
appears, stretching up to the Khabur. There are
traces of former agricultural activity, but now all
is barren, except in the trenches hollowed out by the
great rivers. On the Euphrates side the palm has
pushed northward, and groves of tamarisk and fields of
grain are seen. The land east of the Tigris and that
north of the Khabur, indeed, being watered, are pro-
ductive. Traces of extensive forests have been found
in some parts, and these regions still support an agri-
cultural population of considerable size, by whom rice,
millet, sesame, wheat, and barley are cultivated. Here,
in the north, are grown a variety of small fruits, mel-
ons, peas, and cucumbers, as well as figs. Throughout
the whole of Mesopotamia, indeed, the winter rains
call forth a carpet of verdure “ enlivened by flowers
of every hue,” but the heat of summer soon scorches
the earth, and all cultures disappear where irrigation,
natural or artificial, is not secured.

8. Over these Mesopotamian plains roamed the
gazelle and the wild ass, while in the reed-thickets
of the river banks the lion, the wild ox, and the wild
boar were found. Once, too, the ostrich and the
elephant were hunted in Mesopotamia. The rivers
swarmed with fish, and in their swamps waterfowl
abounded. To man is due the introduction of the
domestic animals. The camel came with the Bedouin
from the desert, as also his flocks of sheep and goats.
The horse is the “ animal from the east.” The dog
was likewise imported.
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9. There was neither metal nor stone to be found
in all the borders of Babylonia. Northern Mesopota-
mia was better supplied because of neighboring moun-
tains. From them were procured limestone and
basalt, marble and alabaster. Copper and lead were
obtained from the same source, as well as iron. The
waters of the steppe supplied salt. In both north and
south a substance was found which made the region
famous in the ancient world. This was bitumen.
On the northern edge of the alluvium, at the modern
town of Hit on the Euphrates, were the renowned
bitumen springs. A recent traveller describes them as
follows: « Directly behind the town are two springs
within thirty feet of one another, from one of which
flows hot water, black with bitumen, while the other
discharges intermittently bitumen, or, after a rain-
storm, bitumen and cold water. . . . Where rocks
crop out in the plain about Hit, they are full of
seams of bitumen ” (Peters, Nippur, I. p. 160). The
less known bitumen wells of the north are on the
plain east of the Tigris at the modern Karduk.

10. The present condition of these lands illustrates
their primitive aspects. The alluvial deposits, indeed,
have steadily pushed back the waters of the gulf
which once washed the shores of Mesopotamia, but
the rivers still pour their turbid floods through the
gypsum canyons and overspread the lowlands in times
of inundation. Traces of human occupation and
activity intensify the impression of the recurrence
of nature’s former supremacy. Canals have silted up
and at their mouths, where the water gathers in the
pools, luxuriant wild growths of reeds and rushes
flourish in the slime. The sand swirls unhindered
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over the steppe and heaps up about the mounds where
once cities stood. Lions lurk in the jungles, and
wandering Arabs camp over the plains. Extremes of
heat and cold alternately parch and freeze the ground.
Fevers hang about the marshes, and the pestilence
breeds in the lagoons. The Tigris and the Euphrates,
now flowing between *avenues of ruins,” sweep away
dykes, once reared to curb the power of these mighty
streams, tear down their banks, once lined with pal-
aces, riot at their will through channels made by their
own irresistible waters, and bring with them the de-
posits of the mountain sides to enrich the soil of
their deltas. A country of still splendid possibilities,
destined sometime again to be the highway of the
nations, it is a speaking testimony to the power of
man. Before his advent it was uninhabitable and
wild. When he had subdued it and cultivated it, it
was the garden of the earth, the seat and the symbol
of Paradise.

11. The valley of the Tigris and Euphrates was
anything but an isolated region. Unlike Egypt, it
was open on almost every side. On the south, was
the Persian gulf, along whose western shore lay the
rich coasts of Oman, opening into southern Arabia,
and beyond them, to the far southeast, India. To the
east rose the massive and complex ranges of Zagros,
over which led the passes up to the eastern plateau,
and from whose heights the descent was easy, by
pleasant stages of hill and plain, into the fertile
Babylonian bottoms. Northward was the same moun-
tain wall, behind which stretched out the high and
diversified Armenian plateau, with its lakes and fertile

ﬁys, opened up by the upper reaches of the Tigris
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and its tributaries. Westward the plain melted into
the Arabian desert, except at the upper extremity,
where the Euphrates swung around by the slopes of
the Syrian hills, and thus made the highway into the
regions watered by the moist wind of the Mediter-
ranean, — into Syria and Palestine and to the islands
of the sea.

12. Such was the theatre of the activities of the
peoples who made the earliest history of mankind and
about whom centred the life of the ancient East. The
land was admirably fitted, nay, rather, predestined, by
its physical characteristics and position to produce
and foster such a history. A world in itself, it lay
in close touch, in unavoidable contact, with the
larger world on every side, upon whose destinies
its inhabitants were to exercise so impressive and so
permanent an influence.



II

THE EXCAVATIONS IN BABYLONIA AND ASSYRIA

18. TrE kingdoms which in the regions just de-
scribed flourished during the millenniums of the
world’s youth, while they left a deep impression upon
the imagination of later ages, were cut off suddenly and
by an alien race, at a time when interest in preserving
the annals of the past by means of historical narrative
had not yet been born among men. Their names
appeared in the records of that Jewish people which,
though conquered by them, had outlived its masters,
or survived in traditions which magnified and dis-
torted the achievements of kings who had flourished
during some brief years of Babylonio-Assyrian
history. Soon the centre of human progress
passed from the Mesopotamian valley westward to
the regions of southern Europe. Assyria and
Babylonia were forgotten. Their cities, too, reared
upon platforms of sun-dried bricks, and raised in
solid masses of the same fragile material to no great
height, had been ruined by fire and sword, and grad-
ually melted away under the disintegrating forces
of nature until they became huge and shapeless
mounds of earth without anything to identify them
as having been once the abodes of men. The im-
pression made by these ruins has been strikingly de-

scribed by Layard :
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" [The observer] is now at a loss to give any form to
the rude heaps upon which he is gazing. Those of whose
works they are the remains, unlike the Roman and the
Greek, have left no visible traces of their civilization, or
of their arts: their influence has long since passed
away. The more he conjectures, the more vague the re-
sults appear. The scene around is worthy of the ruin
he is contemplating ; desolation meets desolation; a
feeling of awe succeeds to wonder; for there is noth-
ing to relieve the mind, to lead to hope,or to tell of
what has gone by. These huge mounds of Assyria
made a deeper impression upon me, gave rise to more
serious thought and more earnest reflection, than the
temples of Balbec or the theatres of Ionia (Nineveh and
its Remains, I. p. 29).

14. Tt is not surprising, therefore, that men came
to have only vague and often fantastic notions of
these ancient empires, and that the very sites of their
long famous capitals were lost. For fifteen hundred
years Nineveh was but a name. Babylon came to be
identified with Bagdad on the Tigris, or with the ruin-
heap, not far distant, at Akerkuf. Here and there was
a traveller, like the Jew, Benjamin of Tudela, who in
1160 visited Mosul and beheld on the other side of the
Tigris what he thought to be the site of Nineveh, and
ata three days’ journey from Bagdad found, near Hillah
on the Euphrates, ruins identified by him with those
of Babylon and of the tower of Babel. Both of these
sites afterwards were proved to be the true locations
of these cities. European geographers, even at the
end of the sixteenth century, were in complete uncer-
tainty on the subject. A century and a half passed
before trustworthy scientific observations were made

A~
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and the Preparatory Period (1750-1820 A.Dp.) of
Babylonio- Assyrian investigation began.

15. In 1755 the French Academy of Inscriptions
received a memoir which, based primarily on a
report of the Carmelite, Emmanuel de St. Albert,
gathered together the various lines of evidence to
prove that the true site of Babylon was near the town
of Hillah on the Euphrates, and that Birs Nimrud,
on the opposite side of the river, was part of the same
city. Ten years later, Carsten Niebuhr, a scholar,
historian, and traveller, definitely identified the ruin-
mounds opposite Mosul with the ancient Nineveh,
and made further observations on the site of Babylon.
He also called attention to an extensive mound,
called Nimrud, some fifteen miles south of Nineveh.
All these travellers, and others who followed them,
noted the masses of brickwork cropping out above
the ground, the immense fields of débris that
covered the mounds, and the traces of strange
characters found upon bricks and other objects that
lay upon the surface. It could not but be evident
that further progress in discovering the secrets of
these cities lay, on the one hand, in going beneath the
surface, in searching these mounds with the spade,
and, on the other, in the study of the inscriptions
with the purpose of deciphering their meaning.
Both these activities henceforth were pursued with
vigor. The excavation of the cities of Babylonia and
Assyria and the decipherment of their language form
two brilliant pages in the scientific annals of the
nineteenth century.

16. The pioneer in this new work of excavation
was Claudius James Rich, who, while resident of the
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British East India Company in Bagdad, in 1811, visited
and studied the ruins of Babylon, and, beginning in
1820, made similar investigations of the mounds of
Nineveh. In these visits he made surveys, opened
trenches, and prepared careful plans of the sites.
He afterwards published his results in memoirs. The
inscriptions, engraved gems, and other objects
gathered by him in thesc researches were forwarded
to England and deposited in the British Museum,
forming at that time the most considerable collection
of the kind in the world. Some years before, the
British East India Company had ordered its represen-
tatives in Babylonia to gather and forward to Eng-
land ancient Babylonian antiquities, and among the
objects obtained was the now famous cylinder of
Nebuchadrezzar I1., known as the East India House
inscription. Michaux, a French botanist, working in
the vicinity of Ctesiphon a little before 1802, had
chanced upon a marble object marked with strange
signs and figures. It proved to be a fine * boun-
dary stone” with an inscription of Mardukbal-
iddin I. Yet so inconsiderable were all these
objects that Layard was justified in his statement,
made about 1845, that four years before ‘a case
scarcely three feet square inclosed all that remained,
not only of the great city, Nineveh, but of Babylon
itself! ” (Nin. and its Rem., I. p.17). Rich’s results
aroused wide-spread interest, not only in England,
but in America. In 1849 Edward Robinson, referring
to them, declared, “ we can all remember the pro-
found impression made upon the public mind, even
by these cursory memorials of Nineveh and Baby-
lon” (Preface to American ed. of Layard’s Nin. '

2
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and its Rem.). Twenty years were to pass before
this interest was to issue in practical activity, years
filled indeed with the work of scholars, seeking to
solve the riddle of the language of the inscrip-
tions, and particularly with the splendid labor of
Sir Henry Rawlinson in copying and studying
the Behistun inscriptions of Persia. During this
time, however, the mounds of Mesopotamia were
untouched.

17. In 1842, P. C. Botta was sent from France as
consul to Mosul, and with his arrival begins a new
period (1842-1854) which, by reason of the character
both of the work and the workers, may be termed the
Heroic Period of excavation. Botta began digging on
the two great mounds of Nineveh, marked off by Rich,
and called Nebiyunus and Kouyunjik. Failing of suc-
cess here, in 1843, at the suggestion of a peasant, he
removed to Khorsabad, a mound about four miles to
the northeast, where his digging immediately resulted
in the discovery of a series of buildings of great ex-
tent, adorned with wonderful sculptures, though
in parts damaged by fire. The site proved to be Dur
Sharrukin, a fortress, palace, and temple of Sargon,
Assyria’s greatest king. Botta and his successor,
Victor Place, spent more than ten years in uncovering
this palace and working upon other neighboring sites.
The material was sent to Paris, and constitutes one
of the chief treasures of the Louvre. In 1845, A. H.
Layard, an English traveller and government official,
familiar by many years of wandering in the Orient
with the peoples and languages of Mesopotamia, was
enabled, through the munificence of the English min-
ister at ‘Constantinople, to fulfil a long-cherished
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desire by beginning excavations in this region. He
chose the mound of Nimrud, fifteen miles south of
Nineveh. Here, within two years (1845-1847), he
unearthed three palaces belonging, respectively, to
Ashurnagirpal, Shalmaneser II., and Esarhaddon, in
one of which was found the famous black obelisk that
contains the name of Jehu of Israel. The site itself
was found to be the city of Kalkhi (Calah), made the
capital of Assyria by Shalmaneser I. During the
years 1849-1851 Layard devoted himself to the two
mounds of Nineveh, and uncovered at Kouyunjik
the palace of Sennacherib, and at Nebiyunus those
of Adadnirari ITI., Sennacherib, and Esarhaddon. In
the spring of 1852 his excavations, pursued at Kalah
Sherghat, forty miles south of Nimrud, resulted in
the identification of that mound as Assur, the earli-
est Assyrian capital, and the discovery of the cylinder
inscription of Tiglathpileser I. Layard’s work was
continued from 1852 to 1854 by Hormuzd Rassam, his
assistant, who opened the palace of Tiglathpileser I.
at Assur and obtained two other copies of his cylin-
der inscription. At Nineveh he discovered in 1853,
on the northern part of the mound Kouyunjik, the
palace of Ashurbanipal, from one chamber of which
he removed the famous library of over twenty thou-
sand tablets. Nimrud yielded to him the Shamshi
Adad monolith, and Nineveh, also, the two obelisks
of Ashurnagirpal. The larger part of the objects ob-
tained by both Layard and Rassam was sent to the
British Museum, and became the basis of its incom-
parable collection of Assyrian antiquities.

18. In Babylonia, during these years, the work done
was considerable, but not so brilliant in results. Lay-

AP
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ard visited Babylonia in 1851, and experimented with
diggings at Babylon and Niffer, the ancient Nippur,
with little success. From 1849 to 1854, with the ex-
ception of a year spent at Susa, W. K. Loftus worked
on the mounds of Senkereh and Warka, the latter
of which he identified beyond doubt with Uruk, the
former being the ancient Larsam. From both cities
he obtained metal and clay ornaments, and some
choice clay tablets, besides coffins illustrative of the
ancient methods of burial. In 1854 J. E. Taylor
excavated at the ruins of a temple at Mugheir
which was found to be the city of Ur, and at Abu
Shahrein, identified with Eridu, the southernmost
and oldest city of Babylonia. The same year Sir
Henry Rawlinson, directing diggings at Birs Nimrud
near Babylon, opened up the great temple there,
and obtained from its foundations some cylinder in-
scriptions of Nebuchadrezzar II. A French expedi-
tion led by Fresnel and Oppert was occupied from
1852 to 1854 in and around Babylon, the results of
which, while not rich in objects obtained, were of
special value for Babylonian topography. With the
year 1854 the excavations halted. The twelve years
had been productive of results brilliant beyond all
expectation. These had been gained in large meas-
ure by men who labored for the most part alone,
having usually small sums of money available, hin-
dered and harassed on every side by fever, famine,
and flood, by attacks of Arabs, by the outbreaks of
fanatical populations, and by the stolid obstinacy
and arrant cupidity of Turkish officials, — obstacles
which would have daunted less resolute and enthusi-
astic workers.
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19. Another gap of two decades now intervened.
The vast mass of material accumulated by the exca-
vators had satiated the appetite. A new world of
ancient life had, within a short space of twelve years,
been thrown open to science, —a world speaking an
unknown tongue and revealing a great, but strange,
literature, architecture, and art. The demand was
for the study of what was already in hand, not for
the search after new things; for the organization
and publication of the results of excavation, not for
the further heaping up of what could not be under-
stood. These decades saw the issue of the first three
volumes of ¢ The Cuneiform Inscriptions of Western
Asia,” edited for the British Museum by Sir Henry
Rawlinson, — an indispensable companion for all future
students. During the same period, also, the secret of
the language was penetrated, and Assyrian documents
were being read with increasing ease and accuracy.

20. In 1878 the revival of excavation began with
the expedition of George Smith to Nineveh. His
purpose illustrates the new point of view reached dur-
ing the intervening decades. Among the clay tablets
brought back by Rassam from Ashurbanipal’s library,
were fragments of the Babylonian story of the Deluge.
These, as translated by George Smith, aroused im-
mense interest, which led to the desire that search be
made for the missing fragments. The explorers of
the Heroic Period had uncovered palaces, bas-reliefs,
and statues, but had given the insignificant tablets
secondary consideration. From the library chamber
of Ashurbanipal’s palace Rassam had extracted only
those tablets which could be conveniently reached.
With the power to read attained meanwhile, the tab-
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lets had become fully as important as the sculptures,
if not more so. George Smith’s expedition indicated,
therefore, that the Modern Scientific Period of excava-
tion had begun. Its end is not yet in sight, since its
goal is the investigation of all feasible localities in
the Mesopotamian valley, with the purpose of throw-
ing all available light upon the history and life of
these ancient peoples. Another characteristic of this
period is the careful selection of locations, and the
studied organization of parties of excavators, well
financed and provided with all desirable tools for in-
vestigation. The results have already been startling.
George Smith’s work, begun in 1878, was continued
in 1874 and 1876. In that year, on his return from
Nineveh, he died at Aleppo, a martyr to his self-sacri-
ficing devotion to his task. He had obtained many
more books from the Ashurbanipal library, including
some of the precious Deluge fragments, and had pur-
chased for the British Museum some valuable tablets
from Babylonia. H.Rassam, the veteran of the earlier
period, was sent out to take his place. From 1877
to 1882 he had great success. In Assyria his chief
“finds” were the Ashurnagirpal temple in Nimrud, the
splendid cylinder of Ashurbanipal at Kouyunjik, and
the unique and historically important bronze doors of
the temple of Shalmaneser II., found at Balawat, fif-
teen miles east of Mosul. His work in Babylonia
was equally brilliant. At Babylon, the problem of
the location of the ancient buildings in the different
mounds, a subject beset with extraordinary difficul-
ties, was attacked by him, and he identified the
famous Hanging Gardens with the mound known as
Babil. A palace of Nebuchadrezzar II. at Birs Nim-
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rud (Borsippa) was also uncovered by him. His
excavations at Tell Ibrahim proved that it was the
site of the ancient city of Kutha. An experimental
examination of the mound at Abu Habba, in 1881,
opened up to this fortunate excavator the famous
temple of the sun at Sippar. There he found cylin-
ders of Nabuna'id (Nabonidus), and the stone tablet
of Nabu-apal-iddin of Babylon with its ritual bas-
relief and inscription, besides some fifty thousand
clay tablets containing the temple accounts.

21. Within recent years, beginning in 1877, a series
of discoveries of first-rate importance has been made
by the French consul at Bassorah, de Sarzec, in the
Babylonian mound of Tello. He has identified this
spot with the city of Shirpurla (Lagash), which had
a prominent place in early Babylonian history. In
the course of his several campaigns he has unearthed
a truly bewildering variety of materials illustrative
of these primitive ages. Palaces and statues, stele®
and bas-reliefs, vases of silver, and a library contain-
ing as many as thirty thousand tablets, are among his
treasures, which were purchased, or otherwise secured,
by the French government for the Louvre Museum.
Kings hitherto unknown, and a world of artistic
achievement undreamed of for these early ages, have
come into view. A similar result has followed the
work of the American Expedition, under the auspices
of the University of Pennsylvania, which began, in
1888, to excavate at Niffer, the site of old Nippur, a
centre of early Babylonian religious life. The massive
temple called Ekur has been uncovered, on which
kings of all periods of Babylonian history built. Dur-
ing each successive year of the expedition’s activity,
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new architectural and artistic features, and an increas-
ing number of historical and religious records, have
come to light. More than thirty thousand tablets have
already been obtained, and the recent discovery of the
great temple library opens up a wealth of material
throwing light upon all sides of that ancient life over
which hitherto there has lain almost complete dark-
ness. The Turkish government, stimulated by the
example of other nations, has begun to take steps to
collect material for its museum at Constantinople, to
protect its antiquities from destruction and removal,
and to make excavations upon Assyrian and Babylo-
nian soil. Work at Sippar in 1893 has resulted in
the securing of a number of clay tablets ; an important
stele of Nabuna’id has been found at Babylon, and a
bas-relief of Naram Sin, obtained at the head-waters
of the Tigris, has been conveyed to the museum at
Constantinople. A German expedition, excavating
on the site of Babylon, has already made some impor-
tant discoveries. Thus the interest in seeking for the
original records of Assyrian and Babylonian .civiliza-
tion was never more keen and active than at the pres-
ent day. Joined, as this interest is, to large resources
and a scientific temper, and enlightened by the experi-
ence of the past, it is destined to push the work of
exploration and excavation in these countries to
still further lengths, until, so far as lies in the power of
the original records to furnish material, the history
and life of these peoples become as well known as are
those of Greece and Rome.
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THE LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE

22. THE discoverers of the long-buried memorials
of Assyria and Babylonia were at first and for a long
time unable to read their message. But side by side
with the work of the explorer and excavator went
continually the investigations of the scholar. The
objects sent back by European excavators and installed
in museums immediately attracted the attention and
enlisted the energetic activity of many students, who
gave themselves to the task of decipherment. Begin-
ning with Georg Friedrich Grotefend, of Hannover,
who, in 1815, published a translation of some brief
inscriptions of the Achemenian kings of Persia, this
scientific activity was immensely stimulated by the
discoveries and investigations of Sir Henry Rawlinson,
who, after more than fifteen years of study in the East,
published, in 1851, his ¢ Memoir on the Babylonian
and Assyrian Inscriptions ” containing the text, trans-
literation, and translation of the Babylonian part of
the Behistun inscription, which records the triumph
of Darius I. of Persia over his enemies. During the
same period the brilliant French savant Jules Oppert,
the Irish scholar Edward Hincks,and the Englishman
Fox Talbot had been making their contributions to the
new linguistic problem. In 1857 the accuracy and
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permanence of their results were established by a
striking test. Copies of the inscription of Tiglath-
pileser I. of Assyria, recently unearthed, were placed
in the hands of the four scholars, Rawlinson, Oppert,
Hincks, and Fox Talbot, and they were requested
to make, independently of one another, translations
of the inscription in question. A comparison of these
translations showed them to be substantially identical.
A new language had been deciphered, and a new chap-
ter of human history opened for investigation. Since
that time these and other scholars, such as E. Schra-
der, Friedrich Delitzsch, Paul Haupt, A. H. Sayce,
and many more in Europe and America have enlarged,
corrected, and systematized the results attained, until
now the stately science of Assyriology, or the or-
ganized knowledge of the language, literature, and
history of Babylonia and Assyria, has a recognized
place in the hierarchy of learning.

23. The Babylonio-Assyrian writing, as at first dis-
covered in its classical forms, appears at a hasty
glance like a wilderness of short lines running in every
conceivable direction, each line at one end and some-
times at both ends, spreading out into a triangular
mass, or wedge. From this likeness to a wedge is
derived the designation ¢ wedge-shaped” or * cunei-
form ” (lat. cuneus), as applied to the characters and
also to the language and literature. Closer examina-
tion reveals a system in this apparent disorder. The
characters are arranged in columns usually running
horizontally, and are read from left to right, the great
majority of the wedges either standing upright or
pointing toward the right. These wedges, arranged
singly or in groups, stand either for complete ideas
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(called “ideograms,” e. g. a single horizontal wedge
represents the preposition s») or for syllables (e. g. &
single horizontal crossed by a single vertical wedge
represents the syllable dar). It would be natural
that, in course of time, the wedges used as signa for
ideas would also be used as syllables, and the sume
syllable be represented by different wedges, thus pro-
ducing confusion. This was remedied by placing
another character before the sign for a particular idea
to determine its use in that sense (hence, called &
“ determinative ; ” e. g. before all names of gods a
sign meaning “divine being ") or, after it, a syllabio
character which added the proper ending of the word
to be employed there (hence, called “ phonetic com-
plement”). In spite of these devices, many signe
and collocations of signs have so many possible syl-
labic values as to render exactness in the reading very
difficult. There are about five hundred of these dif-
ferent signs used to represent words or syllables,
Their origin is still a subject of discussion smong
scholars. The prevailing theory is that they can be
traced back to original pictures representing the idess
to be conveyed. But, at present, only about fifty out
of the entire number of signs can be thus identified,
and it may be necessary to accept other sources to
account for the rest.

24. The material on which this writing appears is
of varicus sorts. The characters were incised upon
stone and metal, —on the marbles of palaces, on the
fine bard surfaces of gems, on silver images and on
plates of bronze. There are traces, also, of the use
as writing material of skins, and of 3 substance re-

sembling the papyrus of ancient Egypt. But that

mt—
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which surpassed all other materials for this purpose
was clay, a fine quality of which was most abundant
in Babylonia, whence the use spread all over the
ancient oriental world. This clay was very carefully
prepared, sometimes ground to an exceeding fineness,
moistened, and moulded into various forms, ordinarily
into a tablet whose average size is about six by two
and one-half inches in superficial area by one inch in
thickness, its sides curving slightly outwards. On
the surface thus prepared the characters were im-
pressed with a stylus, the writing often standing in
columns, and carried over upon the back and sides of
the tablet. The clay was frequently moulded into
cones and barrel-shaped cylinders, having from six
to ten sides on which writing could be inscribed.
These tablets were then dried in the sun or baked in
a furnace, —a process which rendered the writing
practically indestructible, unless the tablet itself was
shattered.

25. This prevailing use of clay was doubtless the
cause of the disappearance of the picture-writing.
The details of a picture could not easily be reproduced ;
circles gave way to straight lines joined together ;
these were gradually reduced in number; the line
was enlarged at the end into the wedge, for greater
distinctness, until the conventional form of the signs
became established.

26. This method of writing by wedges was adopted
from Babylonia by other peoples, such as those of
ancient Armenia, for their own languages, just as
German may be written in Latin letters. A problem
of serious moment and great difficulty has arisen
because of a similar use of the cuneiform in Babylonia
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itself. Side by side with cuneiform documents of
the language represented in the bulk of the literature
which has come down to us, and which may be called
the Babylonio-Assyrian, there are some documents,
also in cuneiform, in which the wedges do not have
the meanings which are connected with them in the
Babylonio-Assyrian. In some cases the same docu-
ment is drawn up in two forms, written side by side,
in which the way of reading the characters of one
will not apply to those of the other, although the
meaning of the document in both forms is the same.
Evidently the cuneiform signs are here employed for
two languages. What the philological relations of
these languages may be, has given rise to a lively
controversy. On the one hand, it is claimed that the
two show marked philological similarities which carry
them back to a common linguistic ground, and indi-
cate that they are two modes of expressing one lan-
guage, namely, the Semitic Babylonian. The one
mode, the earlier, which stood in close relation to
the primitive picture-writing, and may be called the
« hieratic,” was superseded in course of time by the
other mode, which became the ¢ common” or ¢ de-
motic,” and is represented in the great mass of Baby-
lonio-Assyrian literature. The former had its origin
in the transition from the ideographic to the phonetic
mode of writing, —a transition which was accom-
panied with “the invention of a set of explanatory
terms, mainly drawn from rare and unfamiliar and
obsolete words expressed by the ideograms.” It was
later developed into an “artificial language” by the
industry of priestly grammarians (McCurdy, History
Prophecy and the Monuments, I. sects. 821.). On the

.
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other hand, the majority of scholars maintains that
the earlier so-called “ hieratic ” is an independent and
original language whose peculiar linguistic features
point decidedly to a basis essentially different from
that of the Semitic Babylonian. This language they
regard as hailing from a pre-Semitic population of
Babylonia, the ¢Sumerians,” whose racial affinities
are not yet satisfactorily determined. The Semitic
Babylonians, coming in later, adopted from them the
cuneiform writing for their own language, while per-
mitting the older speech to continue its life for a
season. Divergence of view so radical in regard to
the same body of linguistic facts can have only one
explanation, — the facts are not decisive and the fun-
damental questions must await final adjudication till
a time when either new documents for philological
investigation are discovered, or light is obtained from
other than linguistic sources.

27. As the valley of the Tigris and Euphrates
formed the common home of Babylonians and Assyr-
ians, so the two peoples possessed a common language,
and their literatures may be regarded as parts of one
continuous development. Centuries before the name
of Assyria appeared in history, the Babylonians pos-
sessed a written language and developed an ample
literature. Both language and literature passed over
to the later nation on the upper Tigris, and were
cherished and continued there. Comparatively slight
differences in the forms of the cuneiform signs, and
a greater emphasis upon certain types of literature
are all that distinguish the two peoples in these
regards. Indeed, the kings of Nineveh filled their
libraries in large part with copies of ancient Baby-
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lonian books, a practice which has secured to us some
of the choicest specimens of Babylonian literature.
In sketching their literatures, therefore, the typical
forms are the same and serve as a basis for a common
presentation.

28. Religion was the inspiration of the most
important and the most ample division of the litera-
ture of Babylonia. Scarcely any side of the religious
life is unrepresented. Worship has its collections of
ritual books, ranging from magical and conjuration
formuls, the repetition of which by the proper priest
exorcises the demons, delivers from sickness, and
secures protection, to the prayers and hymns to the
gods, often pathetic and beautiful in their expressions
of penitence and praise. Mythology has been pre-
served in cycles which have an epic character, the
chief of which is the so-called Epic of Gilgamesh, a
hero whose exploits are narrated in twelve books,
each corresponding to the appropriate zodiacal sign.
The famous story of the Deluge has been incorporated
into the ninth book. Less extensive, but of a like
character, are the stories of the Descent of Ishtar into
Arallu, or Hades, of the heroes Etana and Adapa,
and the legends of the gods Dibbara (Girra) and Zu.
The cosmogonic narratives are hardly to be separated
from these, the best known of which is the so-called
Creation Epic of which the fragments of six books
have been recovered. The poetry of these epics is
quite highly developed in respect to imagery and
diction. Even metre has been shown to exist, at
least in the poem of creation. Among the rest of the
religious texts may be mentioned fragments of «wis-
dom ” and tables of omens for the guidance of rulers.
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29. If the Babylonians had a passion for religion,
the Assyrians were devoted to history, and the bulk
of their literature may be described as historical.
The Babylonian priests, indeed, preserved lists of
their kings; business documents were dated, and
rulers left memorials of their doings. But the first
two can hardly claim to be literature, and the royal
texts, in fulness and exactness, are surpassed by those
of the Assyrian kings. The series of Assyrian his-
torical texts on the grand scale begins with the
inscription of Tiglathpileser I. (about 1100 =B.c.),
written on an eight-sided clay cylinder, and contain-
ing eight hundred and nine lines. The inscription
covers the first five years of a reign of at least fifteen
years. It begins with a solemn invocation to the gods
who have given the king the sovereignty. His titles
are then recited, and a summary statement of his
achievements given. Then, beginning with his first
year, the king narrates his campaigns in detail in
nearly five hundred lines. The description of his
hunting exploits and his building of temples occu-
pies the next two hundred lines. The document
closes with a blessing for the one who in the future
honors the king’s achievements, and a curse for him
who seeks to bring them to naught. This, for its
day, admirable historical narrative formed a kind of
model for all later royal inscriptions, many of which
copy its arrangement and almost slavishly imitate its
style. Its combination of summary statement with
an attempt at chronological order, somewhat unskil-
fully made, is dissolved in the later inscriptions.
They are of two sorts, either strictly annalistic,
arranged according to the years of a king’s reign, or
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a splendid catalogue of the royal exploits organized
for impressiveness of effect, and hence often called
“laudatory ” texts. Examples of one or both forms
have been left by all the great Assyrian kings. The
most important among them are the inscriptions of
Ashurnagirpal, Shalmaneser II., Sargon, Sennacherib,
Esarhaddon, and Ashurbanipal.

80. Closely connected with the historical docu-
ments is the diplomatic literature. An example of
this is the so-called ¢ Synchronistic History of Assyria
and Babylonia,” a memorandum of the dealings, diplo-
matic or otherwise, of the two nations with one
another, from before 1450 B.c. down to T00 B.cC., in
regard to the disputed territory lying between them.
To the same category belong royal proclamations,
tribute lists, despatches, and an immense mass of
letters from officials to the court, — correspondence
between royal personages or between minor officials.
Such correspondence begins with the reign of Kham-
murabi of Babylon (about 2275 B.c.), and is espe-
cially abundant under the great Assyrian kings from
Sargon to Ashurbanipal. Not belonging to the epis-
tolary literature of Assyria and Babylonia, but written
in the cuneiform character, and containing letters from
kings of Assyria and Babylonia as well as to them, is
the famous Tel-el-Amarna correspondence, taken from
the archives of Amenhotep IV. of Egypt,—in all
some three hundred letters,— which throws a won-
derful light upon the life of the world of Western
Asia in the fifteenth century B.c. The numerous
inscriptions describing the architectural activities of
the kings belong here as well as to religious litera-

ture. Among the earliest inscriptions as well as the
3
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longest which have been discovered are the pious
memorials of royal temple-builders. The inscriptions
of Nebuchadrezzar II. the Great deal almost entirely
with his buildings.

31. The literature of law is very extensive. While
no complete legal code for either Babylonia or Assyria
has been discovered, some fragments of a very ancient
document, containing what seem to be legal enact-
ments, indicate that such codes were not unknown.
Records of judicial decisions, of business contracts,
and similar documents which are drawn up with
lawyer-like precision, attested by witnesses and after-
wards deposited in the state archives, come from
almost all periods of the history of these peoples,
and testify to their highly developed sense of justice
and their love of exact legal formalities.

32. Science and religion were most closely related
in oriental antiquity,and it is difficult to draw the
line between their literatures. Studies of the heavens
and the earth were zealously made by Babylonian
priests, in the practical search after the character and
will of the gods, who were thought to have their
seats in these regions. In their investigations, how-
ever, the priests came upon many important facts
of astronomy and physical science. These materials
were collected into large works, of which some mod-
ern scholars have believed an example to exist in the
so-called ¢ Illumination of Bel,” which, in seventy-two
books, may go back to an age before 2000 B.c. Other
similar collections are geographical lists, rudimentary
maps, catalogues of animals, plants, and minerals.
The ritual calendars which were carefully compiled
for the priests and temple worshippers illustrate the
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beginnings of a scientific division of time. Education
is represented also in grammatical and lexicographical
works, as well as in the school books and reading
exercises prepared for the training-schools of the
scribes.

33. Of works in lighter vein but few examples
have been found. The epics indeed may be classed
as poetry, and served equally the purposes of religious
edification and entertainment. Besides these, frag-
ments of folk songs have been found. Folk tales are
represented by some remains of fables. Popular
legends gathered about the famous kings of the early
age; an example of which is the autobiographical
fragment attributed to Sargon I. of Agade. In com-
parison, however, with the tales which adorn the
literature of ancient Egypt, Assyria and Babylonia
were singularly barren in light literature.

34. The word “ literature ” in the preceding para-
graphs has been used with what may seem an unwar-
ranted latitude of meaning. Neither in content, nor
in form, nor in purpose could much of the writing
described be strictly included in that term. But, in
the study of the ancient world, every scrap of written
evidence is precious to the historian, and these crude
attempts are the beginnings, both in form and in
thought, of true literary achievement. The form of
literature was fundamentally limited by the material
on which books were written. It demands simple
sentences, brief and unadorned, — what might be
called the lapidary style. Imitation and repetition
are also characteristic. The royal inscriptions have a
stereotyped order. In religious hymns and prayers,
epithets of gods and forms of address tend constantly
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to reappear from age to age with wearisome monot-
ony. Lack of true imaginative power, and, at the
same time, a realistic sense for facts show themselves;
the one in the grotesqueness of the poetical imagery,
the other in the blunt straightforward statements of
the historical inscriptions. Yet even in the earliest
poetical composition, the principle of ¢ parallelism,”
or the balancing of expressions in corresponding
lines, was employed, a device which, supplying the
place of rhyme, became so powerful a means of
expression in the mouth of the Hebrew prophet. A
progress in ease and force of utterance is traceable
also in the royal inscriptions, if one compares that
of Tiglathpileser I. with those of Esarhaddon or
Ashurbanipal. Babylonia and Assyria, indeed, in
this sphere as in so many others, were great not so
much in what they actually wrought as in the ex-
ample they gave and the influences they set in motion.
They planted the seeds which matured after they
themselves had passed away.



Iv

CHRONOLOGY AND HISTORY

86. AN essential condition for adequate knowledge
of an ancient people is the possession of a continuous
historical tradition in the form of oral or written
records. This, however, in spite of the mass of con-
temporaneous documents of almost every sort, which
the spade of the excavator has unearthed and the
skill of the scholar deciphered, is not available for
scientific study of Babylonian or Assyrian antiquity.
From the far-off morning of the beginnings of the
two peoples to their fall, no historians appeared to
gather up the memorials of their past, to narrate and
preserve the annals of these empires, to hand down
their achievements to later days. Consequently, where
contemporaneous records fail, huge gaps occur in the
course of historical development, to be bridged over
only partially by the combination of a few facts with
more or less ingenious inferences or conjectures.
Sometimes what has been preserved from a particular
age reveals clearly enough the artistic or religious
elements of its life, but offers only vague hints of its
political activity and progress. The true perspective
of the several periods is sometimes lost, as when
really critical epochs in the history of these peoples are
dwarfed and distorted by a lack of sources of knowl-
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edge, while others, less significant, but plentifully
stocked with a variety of available material, bulk large
and assume an altogether unwarranted prominence.

36. What the Babylonians and Assyrians failed to
do in supplying a continuous historical record was
not accomplished for them by the later historians of
antiquity. Herodotus, in the first Book of his * His-
tories,” devotes twenty-three chapters to Babylonian
affairs (Bk. I. 178-200), and refers to an Assyrian
history in which he will write more at length of these
events (I. 184). But the latter, if written, has been
utterly lost, and the chapters just mentioned, while
containing information of value, especially that
which he himself collected on the ground, or drew
from an earlier traveller, presumably Hecate®us of
Miletus, give distorted and fantastic legends where
sober history might be expected. Ctesias of Cnidos,
physician at the court of Artaxerxes Mnemon (415-
398 B.c.), who seems to have had access to some
useful Assyrian material from Persian sources, intro-
duced his Persian History with an account of Baby-
lonio-Assyrian affairs, in which the same semi-mythical
tales were interspersed with dry lists of kings in so
hopeless a jumble of truth and falsehood as to recon-
cile us to the disappointment of having only a few
fragments of it.

37. It is, however, a cause of keen regret that the
three books of Babylonian or Chaldean History, by
Berosus, have come down from the past only in scanty
excerpts of later historians. Berosus was a Babylo-
nian priest of the god Bel, and wrote his work for
the Macedonian ruler of Babylonia, Antiochus Soter,
about 280 B.c. As the cuneiform writing was still
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employed, he must have been able to use the original
documents, and could have supplied just the needed
data for our knowledge. Still, the passages preserved
indicate that he had no proper conception of his task,
since he filled a large part of his book with mythical
stories of creation and incredible tales of primitive
history, with its prediluvian dynasties of hundreds of
thousands of years. A postdiluvian dynasty of thirty-
four thousand ninety-one years prepares the way for
five dynasties, reaching to Nabonassar, king of Baby-
lon (747 B.c.), from whose time the course of events
seems to have been told in greater detail down to the
writer’s own days. Imperfect and crude as this work
must have been, it was by far the most trustworthy
and important compendious account of Babylonio-
Assyrian history furnished by any ancient author, and
for that reason would, even to-day, be highly valued.
A still more useful contribution to the chronological
framework of history was made by Ptolemy, a geog-
rapher and astronomer of the time of the Roman Em-
peror, Antoninus Pius. Ptolemy’s “ Canon of Kings,”
compiled for astronomical purposes, starts with the
same Nabonassar at whose time Berosus begins to
expand his history, and continues with the names
and regnal years of the Babylonian kings to the fall
of Babylon. Since Ptolemy proceeds with the list
through the Persian, Macedonian, and Roman regnal
lines in continuous succession, and connects the era
of Nabonassar with those of Philip Arrideus and
Augustus, a synchronism with dates of the Christian
era is established, by which the reign of Nabonassar
can be fixed at T47-733 B.c. and the reigns of his
successors similarly stated in terms of our chronology.
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By this means, not only is a chronological basis of
special value laid for this later age of Babylonian
history, but a starting-point is given for working
backward into the earlier periods, provided that ade-
quate data can be secured from other sources.

'88. Happily for historical science, the original
documents of Babylonia and Assyria are unexpectedly
rich in material available for this purpose. As already
stated (sect. 29), the Assyrians were remarkably
gifted with the historic sense, and not only do their
royal annals and other similar documents contain many
and exact chronological statements, but there was in
vogue in the royal court a practical system which went
far toward compensating for the lack of an era accord-
ing to which the dates of events might be definitely
fixed. From the royal officers one was appointed
each year to give his name to the year. He or
his official status during that period was called limu,
and events or documents were dated by his name. The
king usually acted as lému for the first full year of his
reign. He was followed in succession by the Turtan,
or commander-inchief, the Grand Vizier, the Chief
Musician, the Chief Eunuch, and the governors of
the several provinces or cities. Lists of these lim:
were preserved in the royal archives, forming a fixed
standard of the greatest practical value for the
checking off of events or the dating of documents.
While this system was in use in Assyria as early
as the fourteenth century, the -lists which have
been discovered are of much later date and of vary-
ing length, the longest extending from 893 B.c. to
about 650 B.c. Sometimes to the mere name of the
limu was added a brief remark as to some event
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of his year. Such a reference to an eclipse of the
sun occurring in the limu of Pur-Sagali in the
reign of Ashurdan IIIL., has been calculated to have
taken place on the fifteenth of June, 763 B.c., a fact
which at once fixes the dates for the whole list and
enables its data to be compared with those derived
from the synchronisms of the canon of Ptolemy and
other sources. The result confirms the accuracy
of the Assyrian document, and affords a trustworthy
chronological basis for fully three centuries of Assy-
rian history. For the earlier period before 900 B.c.
the ground is more uncertain, but the genealogical
and chronological statements of the royal inscriptions,
coupled with references to contemporaneous Baby-
lonian kings whose dates are calculable from native
sources, supply a foundation which, if lacking in
some parts, is yet capable of supporting the structure
of historical development.

89. The Babylonians, while they possessed nothing
like the well wrought out limu system of Assyria, and
dated events by the regnal years of their kings, had
in their kings’ lists, compiled by the priests and
preserved in the temples, documents of much value
for historical purposes. The ¢ Great List,” which
has been preserved, arranges the names in dynasties,
and gives the regnal years of each king. At the end
of each dynasty, the number of the kings and the sum
of their regnal years are added. Though badly broken
in parts, this list extends over a millennium, and con-
tains legible names of at least seventy kings arranged
in about nine dynasties. As the last division con-
tains names of rulers appearing in the Assyrian and
Ptolemaic canon, the starting-point is given for a

N
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chronological organization of the Babylonian kings,
which unfortunately can be only approximately

~ achieved, owing to the gaps in the list. The two
other lists now available cover the first two dynasties
only of the great list. Not only do they differ in
some respects from one another, but they do not help
in furnishing the missing names in the great list.
These can be tentatively supplied from inscriptions of
kings not mentioned on the lists, and presumably be-
longing to periods in which the gaps occur. Using
all the means at their disposal, scholars have generally
agreed in placing the beginning of the first dynasty of
Babylon somewhat later than 2500 B.c.

40. For the chronology of Babylonian history be-
fore that time, the sources are exceedingly meagre,
and all results, depending as they do upon calculation
and inference from uncertain data, must be regarded
as precarious. Numerous royal inscriptions exist, but
connections between the kings mentioned are not
easy to establish, and paleographic evidence, which
must be invoked to determine the relative age of the
documents, yields often ambiguous responses. A
fixed point, indeed, in this chaos seems to be offered
in a statement made by Nabuna’id, a king of the New
Babylonian Empire. In searching for the foundations
of the sun temple at Sippar, he came, to use his own
words, upon ¢ the foundation-stone of Naram Sin,
which no king before me had found for 3200 years.”
As the date of the discovery is fixed at about 550 B.c.,
Naram Sin, king of Agade, whose name and inscrip-
tions are known, may be placed at about 3750 B.c.,
and his father, Sargon, at about 8800 B.c. While
much questioning has naturally been raised concern-
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ing the accuracy and trustworthiness of this date
thus obtained, no valid reasons for discarding it have
been presented. It affords a convenient and useful
point from which to reckon backward and forward
in the uncertain periods from the third to the fifth
millennium B. c. By all these aids, to which are
added some genealogical statements in the inscrip-
tions, a series of dynasties has been worked out for
this early age, and their chronological relations to one
another tentatively determined.

41. It is possible, therefore, with a reasonable de-
gree of accuracy, to determine chronologically not
only the great turning points in Babylonio-Assyrian
history, but even the majority of the dynasties and
the reigns of the several kings. Founded upon this,
the historical structure may be reared, and its various
stages and their relations determined. A bird’s-eye
view of these will facilitate further progress. First
in order of time comes the Rise and Development of
the City-States of Old Babylonia to their unification in
the City-State of Babylon. In the dawn of history
different primitive centres of population in the lower
Tigro-Euphrates valley appeared, attained a vigorous
and expanding life, came into contact one with an-
other, and successively secured a limited supremacy,
only to give place to others. The process was already
in full course by 5000 B.c. By the middle of the
third millennium, the city of Babylon pushed forward
under a new dynasty; one of its kings succeeded in
driving out the Elamites, who had invaded and were
occupying the southern and central districts; the
victory was followed by the city’s supremacy, which
was not only more widely extended, but, by the wis-
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dom of its kings, was more deeply rooted, and was
thus made permanent. With Babylonia united under
Babylon, the first epoch closed about 2000 B.c.

42. The second period covers the Early Conflicts
of Babylonia and Assyria. The peaceful course of
united Babylonia was interrupted by the entrance of
the Kassites from the east, who succeeded in seating a
dynasty of Kassite kings upon the throne of Babylonia,
and maintaining them there for nearly six hundred
years. But this foreign intrusion and dominance
had roused into independent life a Semitic community
which had its centre at Assur on the central Tigris,
and in all probability was an offshoot from Baby-
lonia. This centre of active political life developed
steadily toward the north and west, but was domi-
nated chiefly by its hostility toward Babylonia under
Kassite rule. Having become the kingdom of Assyria,
it warred with the southern kingdom, the advan-
tage on the whole remaining with the Assyrian until,
toward the close of the epoch, a great ruler appeared
in the north, Tiglathpileser I., under whom Assyria
advanced to the first place in the Tigro-Euphrates
valley ; while Babylonia, its Kassite rulers yielding to
a native dynasty, fell into political insignificance.
The forces that controlled the age had run their
course by 1000 B.c.

43. The third period is characterized by the Ascen-
dancy of Assyria. The promise of pre-eminence
given in Tiglathpileser I. was not fulfilled for two
centuries, owing to the flooding of the upper Meso-
potamian plain with Aramean nomads from the Ara-
bian steppes. At last, as the ninth century began,
Ashurnagirpal led the way in an onward movement



PERIODS OF HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT 45

of Assyria which culminated in the extension of the
kingdom over the entire region of western Asia.
Shalmaneser II., Tiglathpileser III., and Sargon,
great generals and administrators, turned a kingdom
into an empire. The first wore out the resistance of
the Syrian states, the second added Babylonia to the
Assyrian Empire, and the third, as conqueror of the
north, ruled from the Persian gulf to the border of
Egypt and the upper sea of Ararat. The rulers that
followed compelled Egypt to bow, and reduced Elam
to subjection, but at the expense of the vital powers
of the state. New peoples appeared upon the eastern
border, revolt deprived the empire of its provinces,
until, in less than two decades after the death of the
brilliant monarch Ashurbanipal, Nineveh, Assyria’s
capital, was destroyed, and the empire disappeared
suddenly and forever. Four centuries were occupied
with this splendid history and its tragical catastrophe.
The age closed with the passing of the seventh cen-
tury (600 B. c.).

44. Of the partners in the overthrow of Assyria,
the rebellious governor of the province of Babylonia
received as his share of the spoil the Tigro-Euphrates
valley and the Mediterranean provinces. He founded
here the New Babylonian Empire. Its brief career
of less than a century concluded the history of these
peoples. Under his son, the famous Nebuchadrezzar
I1., the empire was consolidated, its resources enlarged,
its power displayed. His feeble successors, however,
were beset with manifold difficulties, chief of which
was the rising energy of the Medes and Persians who
had shared in the booty of Assyria. United under
the genius of Cyrus, they pushed westward and north-
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ward, until the hour came for advancing on Babylon.
The hollow shell of the empire was speedily crushed,
and the Semitic peoples, whose rulers had dominated
this world of western Asia for more than four millen-

niums, yielded the sceptre in 538 B.c. to Cyrus the
Persian. o



PART I

THE CITY STATES OF BABYLONIA AND
THEIR UNIFICATION UNDER BABYLON
TO 2000 B.C.






I
THE DAWN OF HISTORY

45. THE earliest indications of human settlement
in the Tigro-Euphrates valley come from the lower
alluvial plain (sect. 3) known as Babylonia. It is not
difficult to see how the physical features of this region
were adapted to make it a primitive seat of civiliza-
tion. A burning sun, falling upon fertile soil enriched
and watered by mighty, inundating streams, — these
are conditions in which man finds ready to his hand
everything needed to sustain and stimulate his ele-
mental wants. Superabounding fruitfulness of nature,
plant, animal, and man, contributes to his comfort and
progress. Coming with flocks and herds from the
surrounding deserts, he finds ample pasturage and
inexhaustible water everywhere, an oasis inviting him
to a permanent abiding-place. He cannot but abandon
his nomadic life for settlement. The land, however,
does not encourage inglorious ease. Wild nature
must be subdued and waste tracts occupied as popu-
lations increase. The inundations are found to occur
at regular intervals and to be of definite duration.
They may be regulated and their fruitful waters
directed upon barren soils, making them fertile. All
suggests order and requires organization on the part
of those settled along the river banks. From the

same generous source are supplied mud and bitumen
4
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for the erection of permanent dwellings. The energies
of the inhabitants of such a country would naturally
be absorbed in developing its abundant resources.
They would be a peaceful folk, given to agriculture.
Trade, also, is facilitated by the rivers, natural
highways through the land, and with trade comes
industry, both stimulated by the generous gifts of
nature, among which the palm-tree is easily supreme.
Thus, at a time when regions less suggestive and
responsive to human activity lay unoccupied and
barren, this favored spot was inevitably the scene
of organized progressive human activity already
engaged upon the practical problems of social and
political life. It furnishes for the history of man-
kind the most ancient authentic records at present
known.

46. The position of the Babylonian plain is like-
wise prophetic of its history. It is an accessible land
(sect. 11). Races and civilizations were to meet and
mingle there. It was to behold innumerable political
changes due to invasion and conquest. In turn, the
union of peoples was to produce a strong and abiding
social amalgam, capable of absorbing aliens and pre-
serving their best. This‘civilization, because it lay thus
open to all, was to contribute widely to the world’s
progress. It made commercial highways out of its
rivers. The passes of the eastern and northern
mountains were doorways, not merely for invading
tribes, but also for peaceful armies of merchants
marchiﬁg to and from the ends of the world, and
finding their common centre in its cities.

47. At the penod when “history begins, all these
processes of development were already well advanced.
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Not only are the beginnings of civilization in Babylo-
nia quite hidden from our eyes, but the various stages
in the course of that first civilization, extending over
thousands of years, are equally unknown, except as
they may be precariously inferred from that which
the beginnings of historical knowledge reveal. The
earliest inscriptions which have been unearthed dis-
close social and political life already in full operation.
Not only has mankind passed beyond the period of
savage and even pastoral existence, but agriculture is
the chief occupation; the irrigating canals have begun
to distribute the river water to the interior of the
land; the population is gathered into settled com-
munities; citiesare built; states are established, ruled
over by kings; the arts of life are developed; lan-
guage has already been reduced to written form, and
is employed for literary purposes; religion is an
essential element of life, and has its priests and
temples.

48. The seat of the most advanced and presumably
the most ancient historical life appears to have
been the southernmost part of the Euphrates valley.
As the river reached the gulf, which then stretched
more than a hundred miles northwest of its present
shore line, it spread out over the surrounding country
in a shallow sea. Upon the higher ground to the east
and west of the lowlands made marvellously fertile
by this natural irrigation, the earliest cities were
planted. Farthest to the south, presumably close to
the gulf and west of the river mouth, was the ancient
Eridu (now Abu Shahrein or Nowawis), the seat of a
temple for the worship of Ea, the god of the waters.
Here, no doubt, was told the story of Oannes, the being



52 . OLD BABYLONIA

that came up daily from the sea to converse with men,
to teach them letters, arts, and sciences, everything
which could tend to soften manners and humanize
mankind, and at night returned to the deep, —a myth
of the sun, perhaps, associated with the recollection of
the beginnings of culture in this coast city which,
without tradition of political importance, was hal-
lowed as a primitive centre of civilization and religion.
Some ten miles to the west lay Ur, “the city” (at
present called Mugheir), now a few miles west of
the river in the desert, but once, like Eridu, a com-
mercial city on the gulf. Here was the temple of
Sin, the moon god, the ruins of which rise seventy
feet above the plain. Across the river, thirty miles
to the northeast, stood Larsam (now Senkereh), the
biblical Ellasar, where the sun god Shamash had his
temple. Twelve miles away to the northwest was
Uruk, the biblical Erech (now Warka), the seat
of the worship of the goddess Ishtar. Mar (now
perhaps Tel Ede), a little known site, lay about the
same distance north. Thirty-five miles east of Mar,
on the ancient canal now known as Shatt-el-Hai, con-
necting the Tigris with the Euphrates, was Shirpurla,
or Lagash (now Tello), looking out across the eastern
plain, the frontier city of the early period, although
fifty miles from the Tigris. These six cities, lying at
the four corners of an irregular square, form the
southernmost body of primitive communities already
flourishing at the dawn of history.

49. Situated almost exactly in the centre of the
ancient plain between the rivers, about fifty miles
north of Uruk, was the already famous city of Nip-
pur (now Niffer). Here the patron deity was En-lil,
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« chief spirit,” called also Bel, the ¢ lord,” god of the
terrestrial world. A long period of prehistoric politi-
cal prominence must be assumed to explain the reli-
gious prestige of this city and of its god. Religion is
its sole distinction at the time when records begin.
But how great must have been that prominence to
have secured for the city a claim to stand with Eridu
as one of the two earliest centres of religion! En-lil
was a father of gods, and his fame made Nippur the
shrine where many kings were proud to offer their gifts.

§0. North Babylonia had also its group of primitive
cities, chief among which was Kutha (now Tel Ibra-
him), the biblical Cuthah, more than fifty miles north-
west of Nippur in the centre of the upper plain. Its
god, Nergal, was lord of the world of the dead. Still
further north, not far from the eastern bank of the
Euphrates, was Sippar (now Abu Habba), where the
sun god, Shamash, had his temple, and in its vicinity,
probably, was Agade, once the famous capital of the
land of Akkad. More uncertain are the sites of those
northern cities which played an important part in the
political activity of the earlier days, but soon disap-
peared, Kulunu (the biblical Calneh), Gishban (?),
and Kish. It is a question whether Babylon and its
sister city Borsippa should be included in this enu-
meration. If they were in existence, they were insig-
nificant communities at this time, and their gods,
Marduk and Nabu, do not stand high in the ranks of
the earliest deities. The greatness of the two cities
was to come, and to compensate by its splendor for
the lateness of their beginnings.

51. Who were the people by whose energy this
region was transformed into so fair and flourishing

AN
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a land, at a time when elsewhere, with hardly an
exception, the upward course of humanity did not
yet reveal any trace of orderly and civilized condi-
tions? What are their antecedents, and whence did
they come to occupy the alluvial plain? These ques-
tions cannot be satisfactorily answered, because our
knowledge of the facts involved is insufficient and
the conclusions drawn from them are contradictory.
Reference has already been made (sect. 26) to the
linguistic phenomena of the early Babylonian in-
scriptions, and the opposite inferences drawn from
them. The historical facts bearing on the question
render a clearer answer, if also a more limited one.
Whatever may be the conjectures based upon them as
to prehistoric conditions and movements, these facts
at the beginning of history testify that the civiliza-
tion was that of a Semitic people. Inscriptions of
an undoubtedly Semitic character are there, and the
social, political, and religious phenomena presented
by them have nothing that clearly demonstrates a non-
Semitic character. Nor do any inscriptions, myths, or
traditions testify, indubitably, either to a pre-Semitic
population, or to the superimposing upon it of the
Semitic stock. To the historian, therefore, the prob-
lem resolves itself into this: how and when did the
'Semitic people begin to occupy this Babylonian plain ?
As the consensus of judgment to-day seems to favor
Central Arabia as the primitive home of the Semites,
their advent into Babylonia must have been made from
the west, by moving either upward, from the western
side of the Persian gulf, or downward, along the
Euphrates,—a drift from the desert as steady and
continuous as the sand that creeps over the Babylo-
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nian border from the same source. When this move-
ment began can only be conjectured from the length of
time presumably required to develop the civilization
which existed as early as 5000 B. c., back to which date
the earliest materials must certainly be carried. The
processes already indicated as having preceded this
time (sects. 45, 47), suggest to what distant ages the
incoming of the first settlers must be assigned.

52. The Babylonian primitive civilization did not
stand alone or isolated in this dawn of history. It lay
in the midst of a larger world, with some regions of
which it had already entered into relations. To the
northwest, along the Euphrates, nomadic tribes still
wandered, although there are indications that, on the
upper river, in the vicinity of the old city of Haran,
a Semitic culture was already appearing. The Bed-
ouin of the western desert hung on the frontier as a
constant menace, or wandered into the cultivated
land to swell the Semitic population. To the north,
along the eastern banks of the upper Tigris, and on
the flanks of the mountains were centres of primitive
organization, as among the Guti and the Lulubi, whose
kings, some centuries later, left Semitic inscriptions.
But particularly active and aggressive were the peo-
ple of the highlands east of Babylonia known by
the collective name of Elam. The country sloped
gently down to the Tigris, and was watered by
streams descending from the hills. The people
were hardy and warlike. They had already devel-
oped or acquired from their neighbors across the
river the elements of organization and civilization.
Through their borders ran the trade-routes from the

east. Among the earliest memorials “
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evidences of their active interference in Babylonian
affairs, in which they were to play so important a
part in the future. Commerce was to bring more dis-
tant places into the circle of Babylonian life. On
the borders, to the south, were the ports of southern
Arabia ; far to the west, the peoples of the Mediterra-
nean coast-lands were preparing to receive the visits
of traders from the Euphrates; while at the end of
the then known world was the rich and progressive
nation in the valley of the Nile, already, perhaps, in-
debted to the dwellers in Babylonia for impulses
toward civilization, which they were themselves to
carry to so high a point in the ages to come.



II

MOVEMENTS TOWARD EXPANSION AND
UNIFICATION

63. THE cities whose existence at the dawn of
history has already been noted, were, from the first,
full of vigorous activity. The impulses which led to
the organization of social life sought further develop-
ment. Cities enlarged, came into touch with their
neighbors, and sought to dominate them. The vary-
ing success of these movements, the rise, splendor,
and decay of the several communities, their struggles
with one another, and the ever-renewed activity
which carried them beyond the confines of Babylonia
itself, make up the first chapter in the story. Itis
impossible to give a connected and detailed account
of the period, owing to the scantiness of the materials
and the difficulty of arranging them chronologically.
The excavations of the last quarter of a century have
only begun to suggest the wealth of inscriptions and
archaological matter which will be at the disposal of
the future student. Much new light has been gained
which makes it possible to take general views, to
trace tendencies, and to prepare tentative outlines
which discoveries and investigations still to come
will fill up and modify.

54. Some general titles borne by rulers of the
period afford a striking evidence of the character of
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this early development. Three of these are worthy
of special mention, namely, ‘“King of Shumer and
Akkad,” “King of the Totality (world),” *King
of the Four (world-) Regions.” It is evident that
two of these titles, and possibly all, refer to districts
and not to cities, although great uncertainty exists as
to their exact geographical position. The second and
third would suggest universal empire, though they
might be localized upon particular regions. The
“Kingdom of the Totality ” is thought by Winckler
and other scholars to have its centre in northern
Mesopotamia about the city of Haran. ¢ Shumer
and Akkad” are regarded as including the north-
ern and southern parts of Babylonia. The ¢ Four
Regions,” synonymous with the four points of the
compass, would include the known world from the
eastern mountains and the Persian gulf to the
Mediterranean. Whatever may be learned in the
future respecting the exact content of these titles,
they illustrate the impulses and tendencies which
were already potent in these primitive communities.

55. This period of expansion and unification occu-
pies more than two millenniums (about 4500-2250
B.C.). Three stages may be distinguished in what
may truly be called this wilderness of years. (1)
The first is marked by the struggles of cities within
Babylonia for local supremacy. The chief rivalry lay
between those of the north and those of the south.
(2) With the career of Sargon I. (3800 B.C.), a new
era opened, characterized by the extension of author-
ity beyond the borders of Babylonia as far as the
Mediterranean and the northern mountains, while yet
local supremacy shifted from city to city. (3) The
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third epoch, which is, at the same time, the termi-
nation of the period and the opening of a new age,
saw the final consolidation of Babylonian authority at
home and abroad in the city-king of Babylon, which
henceforth gave its name to land and government and
civilization. In each of these ages, some names of
rulers stand out as fixed points in the vast void,
gaps of unknown extent appear, and historic relations
between individual actors upon the wide stage are pain-
fully uncertain. Some account in the barest outline
may be given of these kings, in some cases hardly
more than shadows, whom the progress of investiga-
tion will in time clothe with flesh and blood, and assign
the place and significance due to their achievements.

56. The struggle has already begun when the
first known king, Enshagsagana (about 4500 B.C.) of
Kengi, probably southwestern Babylonia, speaks of
offering to the god of Nippur the spoil of Kish,
« wicked of heart.” Somewhat later the representa-
tive of the south in the wars with the northern cities,
Kish and Gishban, was Shirpurla (sect. 48). Mesilim
of Kish (about 4400 B.cC.) made Shirpurla a vassal
kingdom. It recovered under the dynasty of Ur
Nina (about 4200 B.c.), who called himself king,
while his successors were satisfied with the title of
patesi, or viceroy. Two of these successors of Ur
Nina, Eannatum (Edingiranagin) and Entemena, have
left inscriptions of some length, describing their vic-
tories over cities of the north and south. Gishban,
rivalling Kish in its hostility to the south, found
a vigorous antagonist in Eannatum, whose famous
“Vulture Stele ” contains the terms imposed by him
upon the pates: of that city.
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Not long after, a king of Gishban, Lugalzaggisi
(about 4000 B. ¢.), proclaimed himself «king of Uruk,
king of the Totality,” brought also Ur and Larsam
under his sway, and offered his spoil at the sacred
shrine of Nippur. He was practically lord of Baby-
lonia. His inscription, moreover, goes on to declare
that ¢« from the lower sea of the Tigris and Euphrates
to the upper sea (his god) made straight his path;
from the rising of the sun to the setting of the same
he gave him tribute.” His authority extended from
the Persian gulf to the Mediterranean. A later king
of Kish, Alusharshid (about 3850 B.c.), wrote upon
marble vases which he offered at Nippur, his boast
of having subjugated Elam and Bara’se, the elevated
plains to the east and northeast of Babylonia.

57. It is tempting to generalize upon these six
centuries and more of history. The most obvious
fact has already been mentioned, namely, that the
movement toward expansion, incorporation, and uni-
fication is in full course. But more definite con-
clusions may be reached. There are those who see,
in the arraying of north against south, the inevitable
reaction of a ruder civilization against an older and
higher one. The earlier culture of the south, and its
more fully developed organization had pressed upon
the northern communities and attempted to absorb
them in the process of giving them civilization. But
gradual decay sapped the strength of the southern
states, and the hardier peoples of the north, having
learned the arts of their conquerors, thirsted for
their riches, and at last succeeded in overthrowing
them. A more definite view is that which beholds in
the aggressions of north upon south the steady ad-
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vance of the Semitic people upon the Sumerians
(sect. 26), and the process of fastening the yoke of
Semitic political supremacy upon Babylonia, with the
accompanying absorption of Sumerian culture by the
conquerors. Another conclusion (that of Radau,
Early Babylonian History) finds the Semites com-
ing in from the south at the very beginning of the
period and pushing northward beyond the confines of
Babylonia. Then the Semites of the south, having be-
come corrupted by higher civilization of the Sumerians,
were objects of attack on the part of the more virile
Semites of the north who, turning back upon their
former track, came down and occupied the seats of
their brethren and renewed the purer Semitic element.
There may be some truth in all these generalizations,
but the positions are so opposed, and their foundations
are as yet so precarious, that assent to their definite
details must, for the present, be withheld from all of
them.

58. Shargani-shar-ali, or, as he is more commonly
called, Sargon I., king of the city of Agade (sect. 50),
introduces the second stage in early Babylonian
history. His son, Naram Sin, is said by Nabuna’id,
the last king of the New Babylonian Empire, to have
reigned three thousand two hundred years before his
own time, that is, about 8750 B.c. Sargon lived,
therefore, about 3800 B. C., the first date fixed, with
reasonable certainty, in Babylonian history, and a
point of departure for earlier and later chronology
(sect. 40). The inscriptions coming directly from
Sargon himself and his son are few and historically
unimportant. Some, found at Nippur, indicate that
both were patrons of the temple and worshippers of
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its god. A tablet of omens, written many centuries
after their time, ascribes to them a wide range of
activity and splendid achievement. While such a
document may contain a legendary element, the truth
of its testimony in general is substantiated by similar
statements recorded in contract tablets of the Sargonic
age. The very existence of such legends testifies to
the impression made by these kings on succeeding
generations. An interesting example of this type of
document is the autobiographical fragment which
follows :

Sargon, the powerful king, King of Agade, am I.

My mother was of low degree, my father I did not know.

The brother of my father dwelt in the mountain.

My city was Azupirani, situate on the bank of the
Euphrates.

(My) humble mother conceived me; in secret she
brought me forth.

She placed me in a basket-boat of rushes; with pitch
she closed my door.

She gave me over to the river, which did not (rise) over
me.

The river bore me along; to Akki, the irrigator, it
carried me.

Akki, the irrigator, in the . . . brought me to land.

AXkki, the irrigator, reared me as his own son.

AXkki, the irrigator, appointed me his gardener.

While I was gardener, Ishtar looked on me with love
[and]

. . . four years I ruled the kingdom.

(Assyrian and Babylonian Literature, p. 1.)

59. Sargon was a great conqueror. Within Baby-
lonia, he was lord of Nippur, Shirpurla, Kish, Babylon,
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and Uruk. Beyondits borders, he and his son carried
their arms westward to the Mediterranean, northward
into Armenia, eastward into Elam and among the
northeastern peoples, and southward into Arabia and
the islands of the Persian gulf. To illustrate the
character of these wars, reference may be made to the
omen tablet, which, under the seventh omen, records
a three years’ campaign on the Mediterranean coast,
during which Sargon organized his conquests, erected
his images, and carried back the spoil to his own land.
Possessed of so wide authority, Naram Sin assumed
the proud title, for the first time employed by a Baby-
lonian ruler, “ King of the Four (world-) Regions.”
60. The achievements of these kings were both a
culmination of the activities of the earlier city-kings,
and a model for those who followed. The former had
from time to time gathered parts of the larger world
under their own sway, as Lugalzaggisi the west, and
Alusharshid the east. But the incorporation of
the whole into a single empire was the work of the
Sargonids, and no dynasty followed which did not
strive after this ideal. The immediate descendants of
Naram Sin, however, have left no monuments to indi-
cate that they maintained their fathers’ glory, and the
dynasty of Agade disappeared in a darkness which
stretches over nearly half a millennium. The scene
shifts once more to Shirpurla. Here the pates: Ur Bau
(about 3500 B.c.) ruled peacefully, and was followed
by other princes, whose chief distinction in their own
eyes was the building of temples and the service of
the gods. Foremost among these in the number of
inscriptions and works of art which commemorate his
career, was Gudea (about 3100 B.c.). The only



64 OLD BABYLONIA

warlike deed recorded by him was his conquest of
Anshan in Elam, but the wide range of countries
laid under contribution for materials to build his
temples and palaces has led to the conviction that he
must have been an independent and vigorous ruler.
The absence of any royal titles in his inscriptions,
however, coupled with the slight reference to military
expeditions, suggests, rather, that his building opera-
tions were made possible because his state formed part
of the domains of a broad empire, like that which
Sargon founded and his successors ruled.

61. Peace, however, in an oriental state is the sign
of weakness, and the extensive works of Gudea may
have exhausted the resources of Shirpurla so that, after
afew generations, its patesis acknowledged the sway of
the kings of Ur, who came forward to make a new con-
tribution to the unification of Babylonia. Ur Gur of
Ur and his son Dungi (about 3000 B.cC.) were, like
their predecessors of Shirpurla, chiefly proud of their
temples, if the testimony of the great mass of the in-
scriptions from them may be accepted. But they are
distinguished from Gudea in that they built their
temples in all parts of the land of Babylonia, from
Kutha in the north to Shirpurla, Nippur, Uruk,and Ur
in the south. The title which they assumed, that of
“ King of Shumer and Akkad,” now first employed by
Babylonian kings, indicates that the end which they
had attained was the union of all Babylonia, north and
south, under one sceptre. The building of the various
temples in the cities was the evidence both of their
interest in the welfare of the whole land and of their
authority over it. They realized the ideal which ruled
all succeeding dynasties, namely, a united Babylonia,
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although it is probable that their authority over the
different districts was often very slight. Pates:is still
. maintained themselves in Shirpurla and, doubtless,
elsewhere, although they acknowledged the supremacy
of the king of Ur. It is not without reason, therefore,
that two dynasties ruling in other cities are assigned to
the period immediately following that of the dynasty
of Ur. These are a dynasty of Uruk, consisting of
kings Singashid and Singamil the former of whom
calls himself also king of Amnanu, and a dynasty of
Isin, a city of southern Babylonia, whose site is as
yet unknown. The latter group of kings claimed
authority also over Nippur, Ur, Eridu, and Uruk, and
called themselves “ Kings of Shumer and Akkad.”
As such, they would be successors of the kings of Ur,
in control of united Babylonia.

62. Ur came forward again after some generations
and dominated the land under a dynasty whose founder
was Gungunu ; its members were Ine Sin, Bur Sin II.,
Gimil Sin, some others less known, and, probably, a
second Dungi (about 2800-2500 B.c.). The various
forms of titles attached to some of the kings of Ur have
led some scholars to group them in several dynasties,
but the evidence is not at present sufficient. The
kings above mentioned, considered together, are no
longer called kings of Shumer and Akkad, but bear
the prouder title of “King of the Four Regions.”
Our knowledge of their activities fully justifies them
in assuming it. Numerous contract tablets, dated
from events in their reigns, testify to campaigns
in Syria, Arabia, and Elam. The most vigorous
of these rulers was Dungi II., who reigned more
than fifty years. He built temples in various cities,

6
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made at least nine expeditions into the west, and
seems to have placed members of his own family as
governors in the conquered cities, if one may trust the
interpretation of inscriptions to the effect that his
daughters were appointed rulers in Syria and Anshan.
He was worshipped as a god after his death, and his
successors named the eighth month of the year in his
honor. This dynasty may, not unreasonably, be re-
garded as one of the most notable thus far ruling in
Babylonia, uniting, as it did, authority over the home-
land with vigorous movement into the surrounding
regions, and control over the east and the west.
63. A period of some confusion followed the passing
of this sovereignty of Ur (about 2400-2200 B.c.). A
dynasty of the city of Babylon, the first recorded by
the priests in the dynastic tablets, was founded by
Sumu-abu (about 2400 B. c.) and contested the world-
wide supremacy of Ur. Larsam was the seat of another
kingdom, the first king of which was Nur Adad, who
was succeeded by his son Siniddinam. The latter
called himself ¢ king of Shumer and Akkad,” as though
he would again bring about that unity which had
disappeared with the downfall of Ur. But other
movements were preparing which, apparently threat-
ening the overthrow of Babylonian civilization and
governments as a whole, were to bring about an
ultimate and permanent establishment of Babylonian
unity. The Elamites upon the eastern highlands,
between whom and the communities of eastern Baby-
lonia war had been frequent, and who had been more
than once partially conquered, reacted under the pres-
sure and entered the land, bent upon conquest. The
southern cities suffered the most severely from this
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inroad, as they lay nearest the line of advance of the
invading peoples. At first the Elamites raided the
cities and carried off their booty to their own land,
but later were able to establish themselves in Babylo-
nian territory. How early these incursions began is
quite uncertain. In the fragments of Berosus, a
“ Median ” dynasty of eight kings is mentioned the
approximate date of which is from 2450 B.c. to 2250
B.C. This statement may vaguely suggest the pres-
ence of Elamites in Babylonia during two centuries,
and the culmination of their inroads in the possession
of supreme authority over at least part of the land.
That new dynasties appeared in Babylon and Larsam,
succeeding to that of Ur about 2400 B.c., may have
some connection with these inroads, and inscriptional
evidence makes it certain that Elamite supremacy
was felt in Babylonia by 2300 B.c. Native dynas-
ties disappeared before the onslaught. One of these
invading bodies was led by King Kudurnankhundi,
whose exploits are referred to by the Assyrian king
of the seventh century, Ashurbanipal. The Elamite
had carried away a statue of the goddess Nana from
Uruk 1635 years before, that is, about 2290 B.c.
Ashurbanipal restored it to its temple. The region
in which Uruk and Larsam were situated seems to
have borne the brunt of the assault. The former
city was devastated and its temples sacked. The
latter became a centre of Elamite power. A prince
whose Semitic name is read Rim Sin, the son of a cer-
tain Kudurmabuk, ruler of Iamutbal, a district of
west Elam, set up his kingdom at Larsam, apparently
on the overthrow of Siniddinam, and for at least a
quarter of a century (about 2275 B.c.) made himself

il
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a power in southern Babylonia. He claimed author-
ity over Ur, Eridu, Nippur, Shirpurla, and Uruk, con-
quered Isin, and called himself *“king of Shumer
and Akkad.” Evidently the Elamite element was
well on the way toward absorption into Babylonian
life.

64. What the Elamites really brought to pass in
Babylonia was a general levelling of the various
southern city-states which had contested the suprem-
acy with one another. Their rulers overthrown, their
people enslaved, their possessions carried away, rude
foreigners dominating them, they were no longer in
a position to maintain the ancient rivalry with one
another, or to contest the supremacy with the cities
of the north. When the foreigners had weakened
themselves by amalgamation with the conquered and
by accepting their religion and culture, the way was
opened for a purely Babylonian power, hitherto but
slightly affected by these invasions, to drive out the
enemy, and bring the whole land under one authority
which might hope for permanence. This power was
the city-state of Babylon.

65. It is tempting to seek further light on this
Elamite period from two other sources. The first
of these is the native religious literature. In the so-
called omen tablets and the hymns, are not infrequent
references to troubles from the Elamites. A hymn,
associated with Uruk (RP, 2 ser. I. pp. 84 ff.),
lamenting a misfortune which has fallen upon the
city, is, by some scholars, connected with the expedi-
tion of Kudurnankhundi (sect. 63). In one of the
episodes of the Gilgamesh epic (sect. 28), the deliver-
ance of Uruk from a foreign enemy, Khumbaba, forms
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the background of the scene. It may embody a tradi-
tion of this period, and preserve the name of another
Elamite invader. But the allusions are all too indefi-
nite to serve any historical purpose other than as
illustrations of the reality and severity of invasions
from Elam. The Hebrew religious literature has also
furnished material which is thought to bear on this
epoch. In Genesis xiv. it is said, ¢ It came to pass in
the days of Amraphel king of Shinar, Arioch king of
Ellasar, Chedorlaomer king of Elam, and Tidal king of
Goiim ; that they made war with Bera king of Sodom,
and with Birsha king of Gomorrah, Shinab king of
Admah, and Shemeber king of Zeboiim, and the king
of Bela. . . . Twelve years they served Chedorlaomer,
and in the thirteenth year they rebelled. And in the
fourteenth year came Chedorlaomer, and the kings that
were with him.” In the situation here depicted, and
the names of the kings and localities mentioned, have
been found grounds for assigning the episode to the
Elamite period of Babylonian history. Arioch of
Ellasar would be Rim Sin (in another reading of his
name, Eri-Aku) of Larsam; Amraphel of Shinar is
identified with Khammurabi of Babylon; Tidal of
Goiim, with Thargal of Gutium ; while Chedorlaomer
is a good Elamite name in the form Kudurlagamar.
On this hypothesis, the latter would be the overlord
of the Babylonian kings and the heir to the Baby-
lonian authority over Syria and Palestine which
had been maintained by Sargon and others of the
earlier time. All this is not improbable, and adds
interest to our study of this dark period, but it is not
sufficiently substantiated, either by the connection in
which it stands, or by the evidence of contemporaneous

V
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Babylonian material, to warrant the acceptance of it as
actual historical fact. It is true that names similar to
these have also been found in Babylonian tablets of
various periods, but the reading of the texts is not so
certain, or their relation to this epoch so clear, as to
offer any substantial support to the narrative.



m

CIVILIZATION OF OLD BABYLONIA: POLITICAL AND
SOCIAL LIFE

66. WHILE the materials for sketching the historical
development of the early Babylonian communities are
often quite inadequate, fragmentary, and difficult to
organize, those which illustrate the life of the people
are not only more numerous, but they also afford a
more complete picture. To present a history of the
civilization in its progress is, indeed, equally impos-
sible, but, as a compensation, it may be remembered
that oriental life in antiquity passed through few
changes. Kings and empires might flourish and
disappear, but manners, customs, and occupations
continued from century to century much as they had
been in the beginning. Therefore it is possible to
gather up in a single view the various aspects of the
civilization of this people which, in its political
career of more than two thousand years, was subject
to the vicissitudes which the preceding chapters have
described.

67. The earliest occupations of the inhabitants
were agricultural. Great flocks of sheep and herds
of cattle and goats, enumerated. in the lists of temple
property, indicate that pastoral activities were not
neglected. Herdsmen and shepherds formed a nu-
merous class, recruited from the Bedouin constantly
floating in from the desert. The chief grazing-

V
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grounds were to the west of the Euphrates. Here
were gathered together herds belonging to different
owners under the care of independent herdsmen who
were paid to watch and protect their charges. But
the raising of grain and fruits was by far more
common, as might be expected from the nature of the
country. The yield from the fertile soil was often
two hundred-fold, sometimes more. All Babylonian
life was affected by this predominating activity.
The need of irrigation of the fields fostered an im-
mense development of the canal system. At first,
the lands nearest the rivers were watered by the
primitive devices even now employed on their banks.
It was a genial thought of King Urukagina to con-
struct a canal, and wisely did he name it after the
goddess Nina (Records of the Past, 2 ser. L. p. 72), for
the work was worthy of divine approval. Soon the
canal became the characteristic feature of the Baby-
lonian landscape and the chief condition of agricul-
tural prosperity. Land was named according to that
which it produced, and some scholars hold that it
was measured according to the amount of seed which
could be sown upon it. At least three of the months
had names connected with agriculture. The fruits of
the fields were the chief gifts to the temples, and the
king exacted his taxes in grain which was stored in
royal granaries. It seems that the agricultural year
began in September (the month tashritu,  begin-
ning”). Then the farmer, usually a tenant of a rich
noble, made his contract. The rent was ordinarily
one-third of the farm’s production, although some-
times tenant and landlord divided equally. Great
care was taken that the tenant should keep everything
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in good order. Oxen were used for farm-work, and nu-
merous agricultural implements were employed. Sow-
ing and reaping, ploughing and threshing, irrigating
and cultivating, — these constituted the chief events
in the lives of the great mass of the Babylonian
people, and made their land one of the richest and
most prosperous regions in all the world.

68. The pursuits of industry appear from the be-
ginning to have engaged the activities of the Baby-
lonians. Differentiation of labor has already taken
place, and the names of the workers illustrate the
variety of the occupations. The inscriptions men-
tion the carpenter, the smith, the metal-worker,
the weaver, the leather-worker, the dyer, the potter,
the brick-maker, the vintner, and the surveyor. The
abundance of wool led very early to the manufacture
of woollen cloths and rugs, in which the Babylonians
surpassed all others. The city of Mar (sect. 48) was
famous for a kind of cloth, called after it Mairatu.
Gold, silver, copper, and bronze were worked up into
articles of ornament and utility. The making of
bricks was a most important industry in a country
where stone was practically unobtainable. The
month simanu (May-June) was the “month of
bricks,” during which the conditions for their manu-
facture were most favorable; inundations had
brought down the sifted alluvium which lay con-
veniently at hand ; the sun shone mildly enough to
bake the clay slowly and evenly; the reeds, used as a
platform on which to lay the bricks for drying, or
chopped finely and mixed with the clay, were fresh and
abundant. Innumerable quantities were used yearly.

Sun-dried bricks were poor building ma‘ann
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houses needed constant repairing or rebuilding after
the heavy rains of the winter. The bricks baked in
the kiln, of much more durable character, were used
for the outer lining of temples and palaces.

69. The position of Babylonia gave it commercial
importance, the evidences of which go back to the
earliest times. Its central and accessible position,
its wealth in natural products of an indispensable
kind, its early industrial activity, all contributed to
this end. Its lack of some materials of an equally
indispensable character was an additional motive for
exchange. Over the Persian gulf teak-wood found
at Eridu was brought from India. Cotton also
made its way from the same source to the southern
cities. Over Arabia, by way of Ur, which stood at
the foot of a natural opening from the desert, and
owed its early fame and power, it may be, in no
small degree, to its consequent commercial impor-
tance, were led the caravans laden with stone, spices,
copper, and gold from Sinai, Yemen, and Egypt.
Door-sockets of Sinaitic stone found at Nippur attest
this traffic. To the north led the natural highways
afforded by the rivers, and from thence, at the dawn
of history, the city-kings brought cedar-wood from
the Syrian mountains for the adornment of palaces
and temples. From the East, down the pass of
Holwan, came the marble and precious metal of the
mountains. Much of this raw material was worked
over by Babylonian artisans, and shipped back to the
less favored lands, along with the grain, dates, and
fish, the rugs and cloths, of native production. All
this traffic was in the hands of Babylonian traders
who fearlessly ventured into the borders of distant
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countries, and must have carried with them thither
the knowledge of the civilization and wealth of their
own home, for only thus can the wide-spread in-
fluence of Babylonian culture in the earliest periods
be explained.

70. Babylonian society was well differentiated. At
the basis of it lay the slave population, the necessary
condition of all economic activity in antiquity. Slaves
were employed upon the farms, by the manufacturers
and in the temples. The sources of the supply were
various. War furnished many; others had fallen
from the position of free laborers; still others were
purchased from abroad, or were children of native
bondsmen. Rich private owners or temple corpora-
tions made a business of hiring them out as laborers.
They were humanely treated ; the law protected them
from injury; they could earn money, hold property,
and thus purchase their freedom. Laws exist which
suggest that young children could not be separated
from their slave-parents in case of the sale of the
latter. Next in the scale stood the free laborer who
hired himself out for work like that of the slave, and
was his natural competitor. How he could continue
to secure higher wages — as seems to be the case —
is a problem which Peiser thinks explicable from the
fact that his employer was not liable for damages in
case of an injury, nor forced to care for him if he
were sick. In both of these situations the law secured
the reimbursement and protection of the slave (Mit~
eilungen der Vorderasiatischen Gesellschaft, 1896,
8), who could therefore safely work for less money.
There are some references to wages in the contracts of
the time which indicate that the free laborer received
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from four to six shekels ($3.00 to $4.50) a year, and
food. He made a written contract with his employer,
in which were specified the rate and the length of time
of employment. It is evident, however, that such
laborers must have been few in comparison with
slaves, and have steadily declined toward the lower
position. The tenant-farmer must have been an
important constituent of the social body, although
he does not play a very prominent part. He rented
the farm, hired the laborers, and superintended the
agricultural operations. Great proprietors seem to
have preferred the method of cultivating their estates
by tenant-farmers, as many contracts of this kind
attest. Of the rent paid in kind mention has been
made. The free peasant proprietor had by this time
well-nigh disappeared before the rich and aristocratic
landowner, and the tenant-farmer had taken his
place. In the cities tradesmen and artisans were
found in great numbers, and held in high esteem.
Whether at this time they had been formed into
guilds according to their several trades, as was the
case later, is uncertain. Merchants had their business
organized ; firms carried on their mercantile operations
from generation to generation, records of which have
been preserved; and this class of citizens must have
been increasingly influential. At the summit of the
social system was the aristocracy, headed by the king.
The nobles lived on their estates and at the court of
the king, alternately. The scanty evidence suggests
that they held their estates from the king by a kind of
feudal tenure. They owed military service and trib-
ute. They had numerous dependants and slaves who
labored for them and in turn enjoyed their protection.
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71. The right of holding private property in land
was already in force in Babylonia. It may be that
pasture-land was still held in common, and the cus-
tom of deeding property to a son or adopted slave, on
condition of the parent receiving his support during
his lifetime from the property, is a relic of the transi-
tion from family to individual ownership. The king,
theoretic owner by divine right of all the land, had
long ago distributed it among his vassals, either in
fee or perpetual possession. Careful surveys were
made, and inscribed stones, set up on the limits of a
property, indicated the possessor and invoked the
curse of the gods on any who should interfere with
property rights. Ground could be leased or handed
down by will. In a community where trade was so
important, wealth other than in land was common.
Grain and manufactured goods, stored in warehouses
in the cities, and precious metals formed no small
part of the resources of the citizens. There still
survived, in some transactions, payment in kind,
grain or cattle; but in general the use of metals for
exchange was in vogue. Naturally they became
standards of value. They were weighed out and
fashioned in bars. The shekel, weighing somewhat
more than half an ounce avoirdupois, the mina of
sixty shekels, and the talent of sixty minas were the
standard weights, though there were ather systems in
use. Money was loaned, at first on condition of the
borrower performing a certain amount of labor for it,
later on an agreement to pay interest, usually at a
very high rate.

72. On the whole, Babylonian life from the mate-
rial point of view must have been active and agreeable.
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Cities were protected by high and thick walls to
guard against enemies. Some sort of local organ-
ization existed for town government. Houses were
simple and low, built with thick mud walls and flat
roofs of reeds and mud. The streets were narrow and
dirty, the receptacles of all the sweepings of the
houses. When the street filled up to the level of the
house doors, these were closed, the house built up
another story, the floor raised to correspond, and a
new door provided. Many houses were manufac-
tories and shops at the same time, the merchant
having his slaves or laborers do their work on the
premises. On higher points stood the palaces of
nobles and king, or the stately temples of the patron
gods. In the country, the houses of the proprietors
were surrounded by palm-trees and gardens. The
furniture was very simple, — chair and stool to sit on
by day, and a mat on which to sleep at night, flint
and metal knives and a few terra~cotta bowls and jars
for cooking and eating purposes, the oven for baking,
and the fire-stick for kindling the fire. For food, the
Babylonian had his inevitable grain and dried fish
the grain he ground and ate in round cakes seasoned
with dates or other fruit; his drink was wine and beer.
To wear much clothing in such a land was a super-
fluity. Rulers are depicted with quilted skirts reach-
ing to the ankles, with no upper garment or head-
gear. Others wear thick flat quilted caps. Naram
Sin of Agade appears in a pointed hat with tunic
thrown over his left shoulder and breast. Less
important personages have hardly more than the loin-
cloth. As for hair and beard, men of the earliest
period seem to have been smoothly shaven, unless one
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is to suppose that the artist felt himself unequal to
representing hair. Later, by the time of Sargon, the
beard and hair are worn long, and the custom
continued to be followed.

73. An important element of early Babylonian
society was the family. It had its laws and its
religion. While private property was recognized, yet
often the consent of the family was required for the
sale of land belonging to one of its circle. The father
was already the recognized head. Some traces of a
primitive right of the mother exist, but they are sur-
vivals of what is quite antiquated. Ancient laws,
preserved in late copies, illustrate family relations
which long prevailed :

If a son say to his father, « Thou art not my father,”
he can cut off (his locks), make him a slave, and sell him
for money. If a son say to his mother, “Thou art not
my mother,” she can cut off his locks, turn him out of
town, or (at least) drive him away from home (<. e., she
can have him deprived of citizenship and of inheritance,
but his liberty he loses not). If a father say to his son,
“ Thou art not my son,” the latter has to leave house and
field (<. e., he loses everything). If a mother say to
her son, « Thou art not my son,” he shall leave house
and furniture (ABL, p. 445).

Giving in marriage was an affair of the father, and
was entirely on a mercantile basis. The prospective
bridegroom paid a stipulated sum for his bride, vary-
ing according to his wealth, sometimes a shekel, some-
_times a mina. Some religious ceremonies accompanied
the marriage celebration. The wife usually brought
a dowry-to her husband. Polygamy and concubinage
<were not uncommon. - The wife was completely under
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her husband’s control. In certain circumstances she
could be sold as a slave, or put to death. Divorce
was very easy, since the husband had merely to bid
the wife depart, giving her a writ of divorcement.
The only restraint, and that probably a strong one, in
the case of a Babylonian, was that he was generally
required to restore to the wife the value of her dowry.
Sometimes by contract the wife had the control of her
property, and was thereby in a much better position.
To have children was the supreme end of marriage,
and sterility was a serious misfortune. In that case
adoption was a not uncommon recourse, accomplished
by carefully drawn up legal forms. Children thus
adopted had full rights. Adoption also was evidently
an easy way of obtaining additional hands for service
at home and in the fields, being really another form
of hiring servants; hence often an adult was thus
taken into a family.

74. The position occupied by the family in the
social sphere was taken by the state in the domain of
political life. It is held that the state was formed
out of the union of families, indeed was a greater
family with the king as father at its head (Peiser,
MVAG, 1896, 8). Inits first recognizable form, how-
ever, the state was a city gathered about a temple,
the centre of worship. As has already been noted
(sect. 48), each of the city-states of Babylonia had its
god with whom its interests were identified. Religion,
therefore, was fundamental in Babylonian politics, the
bond of civic unity, the ground of political rights,
authority, and progress. With it, no doubt, was also
closely associated the economic element. The depen-
dence of prosperity, and even of life itself, upon the
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proper regulation of the water supply encouraged
settlement in the most favorable localities, and required
organization of the activities centred there. Only by
co-operation under a central authority could the canals
be kept open, due regard be paid to the claims of all
upon the common supply, and dangers from flood or
famine be grappled with energetically and in time to
safeguard the common interests. Self-protection from
enemies contributed to the same end. The nomads
from the desert and the mountain tribes of the east
were equally eager to enjoy the fruits of the fertile
Babylonian fields; their inhabitants must needs com-
bine to ward off inroads from all sides. All these
elements entered into and modified the character and
course of Babylonian politics, and they gave a particu-
lar firmness and prominence to the idea of the state
into which, from the earliest period, all family, clan,
and tribal interests had been completely merged.
75. These Babylonian city-states have kings at their
head. The earliest name given to the ruler is patest,
a term which is most satisfactorily explained as having
a religious significance, and as testifying to the funda-
mental position and prerogative of the ruler as a
priest of the city god. It suggests that, in the primi-
tive Babylonian community, the place of supreme
importance and influence was occupied by the priest
as the representative of deity, as the mediator between
the clans and the gods on whom they depended. The
attitude and activity of the early kings confirm this
suggestion. They are, first of all, pious worshippers
of the gods. They build temples and adorn them
with the wealth of their kingdoms. They bestow
.upon the gods the richest gifts. The favor of deity is
(]
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their supremest desire. Piety is their highest virtue.
The duties of religion are an indispensable and inter-
minable element of their life. Before the gods they
come, as dependants and slaves, to make their offer-
ings. They are girded about with burdensome ritual
restrictions, the violation of which would entail dis-
aster upon themselves and their people, and to which,
therefore, they conform with constant alacrity and
even with zeal. On the other hand, they claim before
their subjects regard and reverence due to these inti-
mate divine relations. Their inscriptions declare that
they are nourished on the milk of the gods, or are
their offspring, sons begotten of them ; that power and
sovereignty are by right of divine descent or appoint-
ment. It is not wonderful that, while these rulers
placed their statues in the temples to be constantly
before the eye of deity, their subjects should offer
them divine homage. Indeed, from the time of Sargon
of Agade, kings claim to be gods and do not hesitate
to prefix the sign of divinity to their names (Radau,
Early Babylonian History, pp. 807 ff.). All these
prerogatives, however, do not free them from respon-
sibility to their subjects, but rather intensify the
expectations centred in them. They must obtain
divine blessing for the state; they must themselves
battle in defence of their people. Thus the Baby-
lonian king is a warrior, going out to protect his
dominions against wild beasts or hostile men. To-
kill the lion or the wild ox is an indispensable part
of his duties, and he goes forth in the strength of
the gods for these heroic struggles. He is as proud
of the trophies of the chase as of those of the
-battlefield, and both alike he dedicates to the divine
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powers by whose aid he has conquered. He repre-
sents, also, the more peaceful interests of the state
as the patron of industry; he appears like king Ur
Nina, with the basket of the mason on his head, or
rehearses his services in opening new canals, building
granaries, and importing foreign trees to beautify and
enrich the land, thus establishing his claim to be the
father and shepherd of his people.

76. The constitution of a state ruled by a king with
such prerogatives and position is naturally summed
up in the ruler. The citizen, while he expects
protection and justice, is a subject; the officials are
the king’s dependants; his will is law; and the
strength of the state depends upon the personality
of its head. Yet it is also true that, where industry
and commerce were so early and so highly developed
as in Babylonia, the arbitrariness of the ruler was
modified by the necessity of a well-ordered and strictly
administered body of constitutional principles. Trade
was dependent on the admission and protection
of foreigners while in the country, and they seem
to have had no difficulty in securing citizenship, and
even in obtaining official positions. The revenues
were secured by various systems of taxation. Surveys
of state property were made, on the basis of which
land taxes were levied. The temples took their
tithe. Customs duties were paid at the city gate.
In time of war, the king rode in his chariot at the
head of his troops, as illustrated in the stele of the
Vultures, where Edingiranagin (sects. 56, 85) holds
in his hand the curved weapon for throwing, and his
warriors are armed with spears. At the close of the
battle he beats out the brains of captives with his
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club in honor of the gods. The city of the same king
seems to have possessed a coat of arms, “the lion-
headed eagle with outspread wings,” its claws in the
backs of two lions, significant of the corporate con-
sciousness of the state even at this early day.

77. But what shows most clearly the idea of politi-
cal organization as established in Babylonia is the
legal system. Fragments of law codes are still in
existence governing the relations of the family
(sect. 73), and, from the abundance of legal docu-
ments containing decisions, agreements, penalties,
etc., might be drawn up a body of law which bore
on such various topics as adoption, exchange, marriage,
divorce, stealing, adultery, and other crimes, renting
and sale of property, inheritance, loans, partnership,
slavery, and interest. No business arrangement seems
to have been complete without a written contract,
signed by the parties concerned in the presence of
witnesses, who also affixed their signatures to the
document. Should a difficulty or question in dispute
arise, the contestants had several methods of pro-
cedure. They could choose an arbitrator by whose
decision they agreed to abide; or, sometimes, the
complainant appealed to the king, who with his elders
heard the complaint and rendered judgment. Some-
times a court of judges was established, before which
cases were brought. Whatever was the process, the
decision, when rendered, was written down in all
the fulness and formality of legal phraseology, duly
signed and sealed with the finger-nail or the private
or official seal of all the parties. That the king him-
self was not above the law, at least in the ideal
conception of political philosophers of the time,
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may be concluded from an ancient bit of political
wisdom preserved in a copy in the library of Ashur-
banipal of Assyria which begins: « If the king gives
not judgment according to the law, the people perish
. . . if he gives not judgment according to the law of
the land, (the god) Ea . . . gives his place to another,
— if he gives not judgment according to the statutes,
his country suffers invasion.” Very suggestive is
another line of the same document. « If he gives not
judgment according to (the desire of) his nobles, his
days are long” (IV. Rawlinson, 55). Thus gods and
the king alike are regarded as pledged to the main-
tenance of justice. The parties to a contract swear by
the god, the king, and the city that they will keep their
agreements. The abundance of this legal material has
led some scholars to the conclusion voiced by Profes-
sor Maspero, who declares that these records “reveal
to us a people greedy of gain, exacting, litigious,
and almost exclusively absorbed by material concerns ”
(Dawn of Civilization, p. 760). While there may be
truth in this verdict, no one can deny that the spec-
tacle of a people, in these early times, carrying on
their affairs through agreements sanctioned by the
state, and settling their quarrels by process of legal
procedure is one which arouses surprise, if not ad-
miration, and indicates a conception of civic order
full of the promise of progress.
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CIVILIZATION OF OLD BABYLONIA: LITERATURE,
SCIENCE, ART, AND RELIGION

78. A PEOPLE as far advanced in social and politi-
cal organization as were the ancient Babylonians
could not have failed to make similar progress in the
higher elements of civilization. They were, indeed,
pre-eminently a practical folk, and were guided in all
their activities by the material ends to be gained.
Their literary remains will serve as an illustration in
point. 'Writing, in use among them from the earliest
times, was primarily employed for business purposes, in
contracts and other legal documents. Likewise the
very practical conjuration formule were the most
numerous of the religious texts. The art of writing
was confined in great measure to priestly circles, to
scribes taught in the priestly schools and associated
with the temples. Documents of all kinds were
written to order by these scribes, and the signature
affixed by pressing the thumb-nail or a seal into the
clay. The difficulty of acquiring the complicated
cuneiform script cut off the majority of the people
from ever using it. For teaching it, a number of
text-books were employed which were copied by the
students. Some of the most valuable inscriptional
material, like the kings’ lists, have come down to us
in these students’ copies. In Sippar, an inscription
on a small round tablet has been found, the con-
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tents of which suggest that it may have been an
ancient diploma or medal of that famous priestly
school. It reads, “ Whosoever has distinguished him-
self at the place of tablet-writing shall shine as the
light ” (Hilprecht, Recent Research, etc., p. 86). The
scribes were, indeed, not only an honorable, but even
an indispensable element of Babylonian society ; upon
them depended social and political progress. The
large number of letters now in our museums from
officials and private persons, both men and women,
shows that communication by means of writing was
widespread, but all letters were probably put into
writing by scribes, and it is to be presumed that
scribes were employed to read them to their recipients.
One cannot safely argue from these letters or from the-
business documents that ability to read and write be-
longed to the people at large.

79. Old Babylonia was, from the earliest historical
period, not merely in possession of a highly conven-
tionalized form of writing, but already had also
begun to produce a literature which embraced no
narrow range of subjects. The chief element in it
was religious, consisting of hymns, psalms, myths,
ritual prescripts, and votive inscriptions. Even
where religion is not directly the subject, the docu-
ments show its influence. Thus the astronomical
and astrological texts are from priestly circles, and
the epic and descriptive poetry deals with the gods
and heroes of mythology. Reference has already
been made to the legal codes and to fragments of
political wisdom, while our knowledge of the history
of the age comes from the various royal inscriptions
written on palace walls, cylinders, steles, and statues.
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The origin of this literary activity lies back of the
beginning of history. Before the age of Sargon,
once thought primitive, extends a long period from
which important royal texts have been preserved.
Sargon, indeed, is thought to have focussed the
literary activity of his time in a series of religious
works prepared for his royal library in Agade, and
no doubt every ruler who obtained wider dominion
than that over a single city-state took occasion to
foster science and literature. Even Gudea of Shir-
purla, whose political position is uncertain, had long
narratives of his pious acts carved on his statues for
the enlightenment and praise of posterity. Chief
among these patrons of learning was the founder of
Babylonian unity, Khammurabi, under whom the pre-
vious achievements of scholars, theologians, and poets
were gathered together and edited into literary works
of prime importance. In his time or shortly after,
the cosmogonic narratives, the rituals, the epics, the
laws, and the astronomical works were put into the
form in which they are now preserved.

80. The characteristics of all Babylonio-Assyrian
literature, as already enumerated (sect. 34), were
stamped upon it in this early period. The material
in stone and clay, upon which alone from the first
men wrote, compelled simplicity of utterance. Re-
ligion, the first subject for literary effort, determined
the style and dominated the content of subsequent
literature. Religion is responsible for the stereo-
typed phraseology and the repetitiousness approaching
monotony, the expressions having become fixed at
an early period and employed in sacred ceremonials
at a time when literature was looked upon as a
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gift of the gods and set apart for their service.
Thus what at the beginning was a desirable repetition
of holy words became at last the accepted form for
all literary utterance. Poetry evidently was the
earliest and most favored medium of literature, for it
reached a comparatively high stage of development.
The lyric appears in hymns, prayers, and psalms for
use in the liturgical worship. Narrative poetry is
represented in a variety of fragments which describe
the adventures of early heroes who have dealings
with gods and monsters of the primeval world. Even
the culminating achievement of an epic has been
reached in the story of Gilgamesh, preserved in
twelve books, a Babylonian Odyssey. This poetry
is not naive in character; already epithets have
become conventional; rhythm pervades it, rising
into parallelism, the balancing of expressions in
corresponding lines, phrases, or sentences, which ex-
press now antithetic ideas, now the same idea in
different forms. Even metre and strophical arrange-
ment are regarded by some scholars as discoverable
in the hymns and epic fragments. How far back in
the unknown past must be placed the beginnings of
this literary activity which has attained such develop-
ment in this early age of Babylonia !

81. The authors of these writings are unknown.
A few names have come down in connection with
certain poems, but it is not unlikely that they are
names of scribes who copied, or of priests who
recited the epics or the hymns. The fact is signifi-
cant, for it indicates that the literature is the work
of a class, not of individuals; that it grew into form
under the shaping of many hands; that what has
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survived is, in its well-organized whole, the flower
of uncounted generations of priestly activity. The
books were made up of pages, numbered according
to the number of tablets required ; each tablet was
marked for identification with the opening words of
the book ; the tablets were deposited in the temples
in chambers prepared with shelves for the purpose.
Editors and commentators were already busy, arrang-
ing and revising the literature of the past. Scholars
have concluded that the narrative of the deluge in
the Gilgamesh epic is composed of two earlier ver-
sions joined together by such a reviser. Whether
these temple libraries were open to the public is
questionable, and indeed one is not to conclude from
this splendid outburst of early literature that the
Babylonians were therefore a literary people, even as
one cannot argue from the abundance of written
business documents that there was a general ability
to read and write. That the production of literary
works and interest in them were confined primarily to
the priests, and secondarily to the upper classes, is,
in our present scarcity of information, the safest
conclusion.

82. What has already been said will prepare the
reader for a judgment upon the general character of
this literature. The material on which it must needs
be written, the early age in which it appears, and the
priestly influence which dominates it are to be taken
into account in such an estimate. It is not just to
bring into comparison the literary work of later
peoples, such as the Hebrews or the Greeks; the
Egyptian literature of the same period may more
properly be regarded as a competitor. Thus tested,
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the Babylonian undoubtedly comes off superior. Its
imagery, while sometimes fantastic, is often bold and
strong, sometimes weird, even fresh and delicate. Its
form, particularly in the poetry, is highly developed,
rhythmical, and flowing. Its thought is not seldom
profound with the mysteries of life and death and
vigorous in grappling with these problems. Es-
pecially remarkable is the fine talent for narration,
as Tiele has observed in his estimate of the litera-
ture (BAG, pp. 572 f). Over against Maspero’s
strange dictum that ¢ the bulk of Chaldean literature
seems nothing more than a heap of pretentious
trash” (Dawn of Civ.,, p. 771), may be placed
Sayce’s general remark that “even if we judge it
from a merely literary point of view, we shall find
much to admire ” (Babylonian Literature, p. 70), and
the more detailed conclusion of Baumgartner, par-
ticularly as to the Gilgamesh Epic, that, « regarded
purely as poetry, it has a kind of primitive force,
haunting voices that respond to the great problems of
human life, suffering, death, and the future, dramatic
vividness of representation and utterance, a painting
of character and a depicting of nature which pro-
duce strong effects with few strokes” (Geschichte
der Weltlitteratur, I. p. 84). The influence which
this literature exerted upon other peoples is a proof
of its power. Its mythological conceptions reappear
in Hebrew imagery ; its epic figures in Greek reli-
gious lore. The dependence of the Hebrew narratives
of the creation and deluge upon the similar Babylonian
stories may be uncertain, but the form of the hymns,
their lyrical and rhythmical structure, has, in all
probability, formed the model for Hebrew psalmody,
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while many of the expressions of religious feeling
and aspiration, first wrought out in the temples of
Babylonia, have entered into the sacred language of
universal religion.

83. The ancient Babylonians had made some impor-
tant advances in the direction of scientific knowledge
and its application to life. Both the knowledge and
its application, however, were inspired and dominated
by religion, a fact which has its good and evil aspects.
No doubt, religion acted as a powerful stimulus to
the entering of the various fields of knowledge on
the part of those best fitted to make discoveries, the
priests; to this fact is due the remarkably early acqui-
sitions of the Babylonians in these spheres. On the
other hand, knowledge sought not for its own sake,
but in the interests of religion, was conceived of under
religious forms, employed primarily for religious pur-
poses, and subordinated to religious points of view.
The notion of the universe, for example, was pri-
marily that of a region where men and gods dwelt;
its compartments were arranged to provide the proper
accommodations for them. The earth was figured
as an inverted basket, or bowl (the mountain of the
world), its edges resting on the great watery deep.
On its outer surface dwelt mankind. Within its crust
was the dark abode of the dead. Above, and encom-
passing it, resting on the waters, was another hemi-
sphere, the heaven, on the under side of which moved
the sun, moon, and stars; on the outer side was sup-
ported another vast deep, behind which in eternal
light dwelt the gods. On the east and west of
heaven were gates through which the sun passed
at morning and night in his movement under the
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heavenly dome. Ina chamber just outside the east-
ern gate, the gods met to determine the destinies of
the universe. The movements of the world, the rela-
tions of nature to man, were likewise regarded as the
activities of the divine powers in making revelations
to humanity or in bringing their wills to bear on man-
kind. Since to know their will and way was indis-
pensable for happiness, the priest studied the stars
and the plants, the winds and the rocks, and inter-
preted what he learned in terms of practical religion.
Medicine consisted largely in the repetition of formula
to drive out the demons of disease, a ritual of exor-
cism where the manipulations and the doses had little
if any hygienic basis. Yet an ancient book of medi-
cal praxis and a list of medicinal herbs show that
some real progress was made in the knowledge of the
body and of actual curative agencies.

84. The high development of mathematical science
began in the same sacred source. The forms and rela-
tions of geometry were employed for purposes of au-
gury. The heavens were mapped out, and the courses
of the heavenly bodies traced to determine the bearing
of their movements upon human destinies. ~Astrology
was born in Babylonia and became the mother of As-
tronomy. The world of nature in its various physical
manifestations was studied for revelations of the di-
vine will, and the resulting skill of the priests in the
science of omens was unsurpassed in the ancient
world. Yet, withal, they had worked out a numeri-
cal system, compounded of the decimal and the sexa-
gesimal series. The basis was the “soss,” 60; the
“ner” was 600; the “sar,” 3600. The metrology
was accurate and elaborate, and formed the starting-
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point of all other systems of antiquity. All measures
of length, area, capacity, and weight were derived
from a single standard, the hand-breadth. The divi-
sion of the circle into degrees, minutes, and seconds
on the sexagesimal basis (360°, 60, 60') hails from
this period and people. The ecliptic was marked off
into the twelve regions, and the signs of the zodiac,
as we know them, already designated. The year of three
hundred sixty-five and one-fourth days was known,
though the common year was reckoned according to
twelve months of thirty days each, and equated with
the solar year by intercalating a month at the proper
times. Tables of starsand their movements, of eclipses
of moon and sun, were carefully prepared. The year
began with the month Nisan (March-April); the
day with the rising of the sun; the month was di-
vided into weeks of seven days; the day from sunrise
to sunrise into twelve double hours of sixty minutes.
The clepsydra and the sun-dial were Babylonian in-
ventions for measuring time.

85. The materials from which are obtained a knowl-
edge of the history of early Babylonia offer, at the same
time, testimony as to the artistic development, which
may be traced, therefore, through the three historic
epochs. In the pre-Sargonic period almost all the
available material is that in stone and metal found
at Shirpurla. On a bas-relief of King Ur Nina he
stands with a basket upon his head, his shoulders and
bust bare, a skirt about his waist descending to his
feet. Before him his children, represented as of
much smaller stature, express their obeisance by the
hands clasped across the breast. The heads and feet
are in profile, while the bodies are presented full to
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the spectator, thus producing a contorted effect. The
whole, while full of simplicity and vigor, is crude and
rough. The long sharp noses, retreating foreheads,
and large deep-set eyes give a strange bird-like ap-
pearance to the faces. The so-called * vulture stele ”
of Edingiranagin (sect. 76) is much more complex in
its design. It is a large piece of white stone carved
on both faces. On the one side four scenes in
the war are represented — the battle, the victory, the
funeral rites and thank-offering, the execution of the
captives. On the other side, the booty is heaped up
before the gods, and the coat of arms of Shirpurla is
held aloft in the king’s hand. The scenes are spirit-
edly sketched, and artistic unity is sought in the com-
plicated representation. The silver vase of Entemena
(sect. 56) is the finest piece of metal work of the
time. It rises gracefully from a bronze pedestal,
rounds out to one-half its height, and ends in a wide
vertical collar. Its sidesare adorned with eagles, goats,
lions, and other animals. The age of Sargon is intro-
duced by the splendid bas-relief of Naram Sin, found
on the upper Tigris. What remains of it is a frag-
ment only, but it represents a royal figure, bearded,
with conical cap, a tunic thrown over the breast and
left shoulder, leaving bare the right arm, which grasps
a weapon. The work is singularly fine and strong
(Hilprecht, OBT, I ii, pl. xxii). The height of
the plastic art of the time is reached in the statues
of Gudea of Shirpurla (sect. 60). They are of very
hard stone, but the artist has neglected no detail.
The king is represented in the attitude of submission
before the gods, his hands clasped upon his breast.
The head is gone from every statue, but heads of
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other statues have been found which illustrate the
method of treatment. A thick cap or turban is worn
on the head, and the tunic, as in the Naram Sin bas-
relief, leaves the right arm bare and descends to the
feet. Special study is given to this drapery; the
very folds are somewhat timidly reproduced. In
mastery of his material the artist has made much
progress since the early days. The impression given
is one of severe simplicity, directness, attention to
detail, and concentrated power (Maspero, DC, pp.
611 f£.).

86. The works just mentioned are the highest
achievements of the sculptor’s and goldsmith’s art.
But, in a variety of smaller objects, similar artistic
skill appears. The alabaster vases, dedicated by the
earliest kings at Nippur, the terra-cotta vases, orna-
mented with rope patterns, found in the same place,
the copper and bronze statuettes and vessels of various
kinds, the glazed and lacquered clay coffins made in
the form of a slipper, and numerous other implements
and objects are testimonies to the same artistic ability.
Particularly are the seal cylinders worthy of mention.
Reference has already been made to the use of the
seal by the Babylonians. Hard pebbles of carnelian,
jasper, chalcedony, and porphyry were rounded into
cylinders from two to three fifths of an inch in
diameter and from three-quarters of an inch to an
inch and a half in length; then upon the surface were
incised scenes from mythology or figures of holy
beings, such as Gilgamesh in his contest with the
lion, or the sun or moon god receiving homage from
his servant. Stamped upon the soft clay of a docu-
ment, the seal imparted, as it were, the sanction of
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the gods to the agreement as well as certified to the
good faith of the signer. The work of the engraver
of these seals is remarkable. The best of them, such
as that of the scribe of Sargon of Agade (Maspero,
DC, p. 601; compare B. M. Guide, pl. xxiii) show
extraordinary fineness of workmanship, breadth of
treatment, and realistic fidelity to fact. Indeed, of all
the art of early Babylonia it may be said that it is emi-
nently realistic ; the artist has little sense of the ideal
or the general. To present the fact as it is, with sim-
plicity verging on bareness, and with a directness that
is almost too abrupt, — this was at the same time the
weakness and the strength of the Babylonian sculptor
or engraver. This trait is specially evident in his con-
ception of the gods. He was the first to present them
as human beings. But his anthropomorphism is rude
and crude. The divine beings are not greater or
grander than the men who worship them. The con-
ception, indeed, was original and epoch-making. But
it was reserved for the Greeks to improve upon it by
glorifying and idealizing the human forms under
which they represented their Apollo and their Zeus.
Another peculiarity which worked to the disadvantage
of Babylonian art was the convention which demanded
drapery in the representation of the human form.
Here too is realism, for the changeable climate doubt-
less required men to wear thicker clothing, and that
more constantly, than, for example, in Egypt. Hence
the study of the nude body and the sense of beauty
and grace which it develops were absent. The long
robes give a stiffness and sameness to the figures for
which the greater skill attained in the representation
of drapery hardly compensated.
7
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87. Although the early Babylonians had little stone
or wood with which to build, they used clay bricks
with architectural originality and effectiveness. The
palace or temple was not built upon the level of
the ground, but upon a rectangular brick platform.
At Shirpurla this was forty feet high; at Nippur
forty-five feet above the plain. Upon it stood the
palace structure of brick, one story high, with its cor-
ners usually facing the cardinal points. The walls
were very thick, the chambers small and dark, the pas-
sages narrow and often vaulted. Vertical walls and
flat roofs were the rule. The rooms, courts, galleries,
and passages stretched away interminably, yet with a
definite plan, within the rectangle. Huge buttresses
of brick sustained the platform, and pilasters supported
the walls of the structure built upon it. Access to
the building was obtained by a staircase rising from
the plain. To protect all from the tremendous rains
which would tend to undermine the walls, the solid
mass of the platform was threaded by terra-cotta drains
which carried the water down to the plain. Ventilating
shafts, likewise, were used to let in the air and drain
off the moisture. The temple was sometimes, like
the palace, a series of one-story buildings, but usually
culminated in what was a type of temple construction
peculiar to Babylonia, the ziggurat, a series of solid
masses of brick, placed one above the other, each suc-
cessive story smaller than the one beneath it. A
staircase or an inclined plane led from the shelf of one
story to the next; shrines were placed on the shelves
or hollowed out of the brick ; the shrine of the chief
deity was at the top. At Nippur the earliest ziggurat
upon the massive temple platform, built by Ur-Gur,
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was a rectangular oblong, about one hundred and
seventy-five feet by one hundred, and composed of
three stages resting one upon the other (Peters, Nip-
pur, IL. p. 124). The massiveness and monotony of
these structures were relieved by the use of stucco to
cover and protect the bricks both without and within.
Conical nails of colored terra-cotta were embedded in
this stucco, or decorative designs were painted upon
it.  Enamelled bricks likewise were employed for ex-
terior coatings of walls. For supports of the roofs
tree trunks were used, which were covered with metal
sheathing. Thus Babylonia became the birthplace of
the decorated wall and the slender column (Sayce,
Babylonia and Assyria, p. 9). The earliest known
keyed arch has been unearthed at Nippur. The doors
of the palaces were hung in huge blocks of stone
hollowed out in the centre to receive the door-posts,
almost the only use of stone found in these buildings.
Remembering the material at the disposal of these
architects, one cannot but admire the originality and
utility of the designs wrought out by them. They
made up for lack of stone by the heaping together of
great masses of brick. The elevation of the build-
ings and the thickness of the walls served, at the
same time, to make the effect more imposing, to
supply a surer defence against enemies, and to afford
protection from heat and storms.

88. It has frequently been noted hitherto how the
life of the ancient Babylonian was deeply interfused
with his religion. The priests are judges, scribes, and
authors. Writing is first employed in the service of
the gods. Both the themes and the forms of litera-
ture are inspired by religion. Art receives its stimu-
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lus from the same source, the royal statues standing
as votive offerings in the temples and the seal cylin-
ders being engraved with figures of divine beings.
Science, whether it be medicine or mathematics, has,
as its ground, the activity of the heavenly powers, or,
as its end, the enlarging of religious knowledge.
Therefore it is fitting to close this review of early
Babylonian civilization with a sketch of the religion.
Already the fact has been observed that, from the
beginning, the city-states possessed temples, each the
centre of the worship of a particular god (sect. 48).
Thus at Eridu was Ea; at Ur, Sin, the moon god ;
at Larsam, Shamash, the sun god ; at Uruk, the god-
dess Ishtar; at Shirpurla, Ningirsu; at Nippur, Enlil
or Bel; at Kutha, Nergal; at Sippar, Shamash; at
Agade, the goddess Anunit; at Babylon, Marduk ;
and at Borsippa, Nabu. From this list of gods it is
evident at first glance that religion was local and that
the gods were in some cases powers of nature. Clearly
a more than primitive stage of development had been
reached, since the same god was worshipped in two
different cities. Investigation has made these facts
more certain by showing that Ningirsu, Nergal, and
Marduk are, probably, forms of the sun god; that
Anunit is but another name for Ishtar; that Enlil
was a storm god ; that at each of these cities a mul-
titude of minor deities was worshipped; and that
similar local worship was carried on at less known
centres of population. The religious inscriptions of
Gudea of Shirpurla (sect. 60) show a well-organized
pantheon consisting of a variety of male and female
deities with Ningirsu in the lead. Here appears the
god Anu, “the heaven,” who, though not prominent
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in local worship, stands theoretically at the head of all
the gods. The religion of early Babylonian history,
then, was a local nature worship which was passing
into a more or less formal organization and unifica-
tion of deities as a result of political development or
theological formulation.

89. Behind this advanced stage was another and
very different phase of Babylonian religion testified
to by a body of conjuration formule and hymns of
similar tenor. In the great mass of this literature
the names of the gods just enumerated are hardly
mentioned. The world is peopled with spirits, Zz,
good and evil beings, whose relations to man deter-
mine his condition and destiny. If he suffers from
sickness, it is an attack of a demon who must be
driven out by a formula, or by an appeal to a stronger
spirit of good. These powers are summed up under
various names indicative of the beginnings of organi-
zation, as, for example, ¢ spirit of heaven” (2¢ ana),
« spirit of earth ”” (2i kia) ; “lord of demons ” (en lil) ;
“lord of earth” (em ki). As the sense of good,
of beneficent, powers got the better of the fear of
harm and ruin in the minds of men, the spirit-powers
passed into gods. Thus the ¢spirit of heaven”
became Anu; the “lord of earth” or the ¢spirit of
earth” was identified with Ea of Eridu; the “lord
of demons” was found again in Bel of Nippur. A
first triad of Babylonian gods was thus consti-
tuted in Anu, Bel, and Ea. As religion grew in
firmness of outline and organization, the hosts of
spirits retreated before the great gods, and, while not
disappearing, took a subordinate place, in private or
individuai worship, and continued to exercise an
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important influence upon the faith and practice of
the people. The divine beings, whether rising out
of local spirits or spirits of nature or the combination
of both, took the field and marked the transition to the
new phase of religion in which the beneficent powers
were recognized as the superior beings, and received
the worship and gifts of the community.

90. The general notion of divine beings entertained
by the old Babylonian is illustrated by the term for
god, #lu, which conveys the root idea of power,
might. It was as ‘“strong” ones that the spirits
came into contact with man from the beginning. It
was the heavenly powers of sun and moon and stars
and storm that of all nature-forces had most im-
pressed him. He indicated his attitude toward them
also by the favorite descriptive term ¢ lord ” (en, bel).
They were above him, supreme powers whom he
served and obeyed in humility and dependence. Yet
mighty as were the gods, and exalted as they were
above humanity, the Babylonian was profoundly
conscious of the influences brought to bear by the
divine world upon mankind. From the period when
he felt himself surrounded by manifold spirits of the
natural world, to the time when he sought to do the
will of the great heavenly powers, he was ever
the centre of the play of the forces of the other world.
They were never far from him in purpose and action.
The stars moving over the sky spoke to him of their
will and emitted divine influences; the wind, the
storm, the earthquake, the eclipse, the actions of
animals, the flight of birds, —all conveyed the divine
messages to him who could interpret them. Hence
arose the immense mass of magical texts, the
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pseudo-science of astrology, and the doctrine of
omens. The religious temper produced by such an
idea of god was twofold. On the one hand the divine
influence was felt as pure power, arbitrary, undefined,
and not to be counted on; hence to be averted at all
hazards, restrained by magical means, or rendered
favorable by an elaborate ritual. Or, the worshipper
felt in the divine presence a sense of ill-desert, and,
in his desire for harmony with the divine ruler, flung
himself in confession and appeal upon the mercy
of his god in those remarkable Penitential Psalms in
which fear, suffering, and a sense of guilt are so
joined together as almost to defy analysis and to for-
bid a final judgment as to the essence of the ethical
quality. Those who first felt the emotions which
these psalms reveal were certainly on the road leading
to the heights of moral aspiration and renewal. The
difficulty was that the element of physical power in
the gods was ineradicable and, corresponding to it,
the use of magic to constrain the divine beings crept
into all religious activity and endeavor, thus thwart-
ing all moral progress. Though men recognized
that their world had been won from chaos to cosmos
by the gods under whose authority they lived, — for
this was the meaning of the victory of Marduk over
Tiamat, — they conceived of the victory in terms of
the natural physical universe, not as a conquest of
sin by the power of holiness and truth.

91. The conduct of worship was no doubt originally
the task of the priest. He afterward became king,
and carried with him into his royal position many
of the prerogatives and the restrictions attending the
priestly office. He was the representative of the
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community before the gods, and therefore girt about
with sanctity which often involved strict tabu. But
he soon divided his powers with others, priests
strictly so called, who performed the various duties
connected with the priestly service and whose names
and offices have in part come down to us. Rituals
have been preserved for various parts of the service ;
many hymns have survived which were sung or recited.
Sacrifices of animals were made, libations poured out,
and incense burned. Priests wore special dresses,
ablutions were strongly insisted upon, clean and un-
clean animals were carefully distinguished, special
festivals were kept in harmony with the changes of
the seasons and the movements of the heavenly
bodies. Religious processions, in which the gods
were carried about in arks, ships, or chests, were
common. A calendar of lucky and unlucky days
was made. A Sabbath was observed for the purpose of
assuaging the wrath of the gods, that their hearts might
rest (Jastrow, in Am. Jour. of Theol., II. p. 315 £.).
Every indication points to the existence of a powerful
priesthood whose influence was felt in all spheres of
social and national life.

92. The outlook of the Babylonians upon the life
beyond was sombre. Burial customs indicate that
they believed in future existence, since drink and
food were placed with the dead in their graves. But,
in harmony with the severer conception of God, the
Babylonian thought of the future had an uncertain
and forbidding aspect. The poem which describes
the descent of the goddess Ishtar to the abode of the
dead, called Arallu, conceives of this region as dark
and dusty, where the shades flit about like birds in
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spaces shut in by bars, whence there is no egress.
There is the realm of Nergal, and of queen Allat who
resents the presence of Ishtar, goddess of life and
love, and inflicts dire punishments upon her. Yet in
this prison-house there is a fountain of life, though
sealed with seven seals; and in the Epic of Gil-
gamesh are heroes who have reached the home
of the blessed, — indications that the higher religious
aspiration was seeking after a conception of the future
more in harmony with the belief in great and benefi-
cent deities dwelling in the light and peace of the
upper heaven. It was the darker view, however, that
passed from Babylonia to the west and reappeared in
the dusky Sheol of the Hebrews, into which all,
whether good or bad, descended, there to prolong a
sad and shadowy existence.

93. In concluding this presentation of early Baby-
lonian life it is possible to sum up the dominant
forces of history and progress under three heads:
(1) Religion is the inspiring and regulative element
of the community. In its representatives govern-
ment finds its first officials. In the centre of each
city is the temple with its ruling and protecting deity.
Political growth is indicated by the wider worship of
the local god. The citizens and their lords are
servants of the god. He is the fount of justice, and
his priests are guardians of culture. Industry and
commerce have their sanctions in the oaths of the
gods, and the temples themselves are centres of mer-
cantile activity ; they are the banks, the granaries, and
the seats of exchange. All life is founded on religion
and permeated by its influence. (2) The energizing
element of these communities is the ruler. Already
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the power of personality has made itself felt. Politi-
cal organization has crystallized about the individual.
He exercises supreme and unlimited power, as
servant of the deity and representative of divine
authority. He is the builder, the general, the judge,
the high priest. All the affairs of his people are an
object of solicitude to him. His name is perpetuated
upon the building-stones of the temple and the palace.
His figure is preserved in the image which stands
before the god in his temple. He is sometimes, in
literal truth, the life of his people. (3) From these
two forces united, religion and the ruler, springs the
third element, the impulse to expansion. Neither god
nor king is satisfied with local sovereignty. The
ambition of the one is sanctified and stimulated by the
divine commendation, encouragement, and effectual
aid of the other. The god claims universal sway.
The king, his representative, goes forth to conquer
under his command. The people follow their human
and their divine lords whithersoever they lead. In that
period circumstances were also particularly favorable
to such forward movements. Communication between
the different cities was made easy by the innumerable
watercourses threading the plain. The mighty rivers
offered themselves as avenues for wider expansion.
Such was Old Babylonia in its essential characteristics.
Such was the philosophy of its early history, illus-
trated by the details of the struggles which have al-
ready been described (Part I. chap. II.). The end
was a united Babylonia, achieved by the great king
Khammurabi, in whom all these forces culminated.



v

THE TIMES OF KHAMMURABI OF BABYLON.
2300-2100 B.C.

94. It is clear that the city of Babylon did not play
a prominent part in early Babylonian history (sect.
50). It was not, like Agade, Shirpurla, Uruk, or Ur,
the centre of a flourishing and aggressive state, nor
had it any religious pre-eminence such as was en-
joyed by Nippur or Eridu. Such an assertion is not
based merely on a lack of inscriptional information
which future excavation may be trusted to supply.
Existing inscriptions of the early time take no ac-
count of the city. This would not be the case if its
importance had been recognized. The religious hymns
do not mention it. Its god Marduk takes a secondary
place in the later pantheon, below Bel of Nippur, Ea
of Eridu, Sin of Ur, and Shamash of Sippar. In the
time of the kings of Agade, Babylon is said to be a
part of their dominions and Sargon built a temple
there. The fact is significant, and suggests that the
city was overshadowed by the greater power and fame
of Sargon’s capital. Only when the political and
commercial pre-eminence of the more northern stato
passed away, was an opportunity given to Babylon.
By that time, however, the southern cities had seized
the leadership and had held it for a thousand years.
Accordingly, not till the middle of the third millen-
nium B, ©. ‘(sect. 63), did the first historical Baby-

.
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lonian king appear and the city push forward into
political importance. Its progress, thereafter, was
rapid and brilliant.

95. The first five kings of the first dynasty were as
follows :

Sumu-abu . . . . . about 2399-2384.
Sumula-ilu . . . . “  2384-2349.
Zabum . . . . . . “  2349-2335.
AbilSin . . . . . «  2335-2317.

Sin-muballit . . . .« 2317-2297.
Immerum (usurper ?).

From none of these kings have inscriptions been
recovered, but what has been called a ¢ Chronicle ” of
their doings year by year, and business documents
dated in their reigns, together with references to
some of them by later kings, give an insight into
their affairs. The Babylonian kings’ list indicates
that, beginning with Zabum, son succeeded father.
Immerum appears in the business documents, but
without indication of his place in the dynasty. The
kings’ list does not name him, and he is therefore
regarded as a usurper. No light has been shed on
the events connected with the accession of the first
king to the Babylonian throne. From the names of
the kings it has been inferred that the dynasty was of
Arabian origin, and that the new outburst of Babylo-
nian might which now ensues is due to the infusion
of new blood in consequence of an Arabian invasion
which placed its leaders on the throne. The hypothe-
.- 8i8 is certainly plausible. The events of Sumuabu’s
reign are largely peaceful, temple building and the
offering of crowns to the deities being the chief matters
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of moment. Toward the close, however, the city of
Kagallu, presumably in the vicinity of Babylon, was
laid waste, — a suggestion that Babylon was already
beginning to let its power be felt in the north. A
later king of this dynasty, Samsu-iluna, states that
he rebuilt six great walls or castles which had been
built in the reign of Sumulailu, the second king, who
also fortified Babylon and Sippar, overthrew Kagalla
again, and destroyed the city of Kish. He, too, was
a devout worshipper of the gods. A king of New
Babylonia (Nabuna’id) refers to a sun-temple in Sippar
which dated back to Zabum, and the * Chronicle ”
speaks of other temples and shrines. The inference
from these relations with cities outside Babylon sug-
‘gests that by Zabum's time Babylon had extended
its sway in north Babylonia and was ready to enter
the south. It was, accordingly, with Sinmuballit
that complications arose with southern Babylonia,
then under the hegemony of Rim Sin of Larsam, an
Elamite conqueror. The chronicle states that Isin
was taken in the seventeenth year of the Babylonian
king. If business documents which are dated by the
capture of this city are properly interpreted, it appears
to have been the centre of a conflict between the two
powers, since it was apparently captured alternately
by both. The issue of the war is unknown.

96. While so scanty an array of facts avails for the
history of these early kings, with the sixth king,
Khammurabi (about 2297-2254 B.cC.) a much clearer
and wider prospect is opened. The fact that an
unusually large amount of inscriptional material
comes from his reign is an indication that a change
has taken place in the position and fortunes of his
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city. The first and most striking confirmation of the
change, furnished by this material, is its testimony
to the overthrow of the Elamite power (sect. 64).
Knowledge of the causes which brought Khammurabi
into collision with Rim Sin of Larsam, as well as of
the events of the struggle, is not, indeed, furnished
in the inscriptions. Sinmuballit and Rim Sin had
already met before Isin, and the new conflict may
have been merely a renewal of the war. From the
narrative contained in Genesis xiv. 1, 2, it has been
inferred that Khammurabi (Amraphel) had been a
vassal of the Elamite king and rebelled against him
(sect. 656). However that may be, the Babylonian
represented the native element in a reaction against
invaders and foreign overlords which resulted in
their expulsion. There is probably a reference to
the decisive moment of this struggle in the dating
of a business document of the time ¢“in the year in
which king Khammurabi by the might of Anu and
Bel established his possessions [or “good fortune "]
and his hand overthrew the lord [or “land,” ma-da],
of Tamutbal and king Rim Sin.” The Elamites seem
to have retired to the east, whither the king’s lieuten-
ants, Siniddinam and Inuhsamar, pursued them, cross-
ing the river Tigris and annexing a portion of the
Elamite lowland (King, Letters and Inscriptions of
Hammurabi, I. xxxvi. ff.) which was thereafter
made more secure by fortifications. In the south of
Babylonia the king reduced to subjection cities which
opposed his progress, and destroyed their walls. His
dominion extended over the whole of Babylonia and
eastward across the Tigris to the mountains of Elam.
He could proclaim himself in his inscriptions «the
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mighty king, king of Babylon, king of the Four
(world-) Regions, king of Shumer and Akkad, into
whose power the god Bel has given over land and
people, in whose hand he has placed the reins of gov-
ernment (to direct them),” thus uniting in his own
person the various titles of earlier kings.

97. Though Khammurabi “was pre-eminently a
conquering king ” (Jastrow, Religion of Babylonia
and Assyria, p. 119), he was not behind in his arrange-
ments for the economic welfare of his kingdom. One
of his favorite titles is bant matim, “builder of the
land,” descriptive of his measures for the recovery of
the country from the devastations of the years of war
and confusion. Of his canals, at least two are de-
scribed in his inscriptions. One he dug at Sippar,
apparently connecting the Tigris and Euphrates. In
connection with it he fortified the city and surrounded
it with a moat. Another and more important canal
was commemorated in the following inscription which
illustrates his interest in the agricultural prosperity of
Babylonia :

¢“When Anu and Bel gave (me) the land of Shumer
and Akkad to rule and entrusted their sceptre to my
hands, I dug out the Khammurabi-canal (named) Nukh-
ush-nishi, which bringeth abundance of water unto the
land of Shumer and Akkad. Both the banks thereof I
changed to fields for cultivation, and I garnered piles of
grain, and I procured unfailing water for the land of
Shumer and Akkad.”

This canal was probably a great channel, passing
from Babylon in a southeasterly direction parallel
with - the Euphrates, whose waters: it received and

AP
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distributed by smaller canals over the neighboring dis-
tricts, while also draining the adjoining marshes. The
waste lands were replanted by distribution of seed-
corn to the husbandmen; depopulated districts were
refilled by the return of their inhabitants or the set-
tlement of new communities ; the prosperity and per-
manence of the irrigating works were secured by the
building of a castle, which was doubtless at the same
time a regulating station for the supply of water, at
the mouth of the canal. Among other building
operations we hear of a palace in the vicinity of
Bagdad, a great wall or fortification along the Ti-
gris, serving as well for protection from the floods
as from the Elamite invaders. Other fortifications in
various parts of the land are mentioned. Yet more is
known about the temple building. As the Babylonian
temples were as useful to business as to religion, their
restoration was a contribution to material as well as
religious well-being. The king built at Larsam a tem-
ple for Shamash ; at Kish one for Zamama (Ninib) and
Ishtar, others at Zarilab and at Khallabi, at Borsippa
and Babylon. It is not improbable that in the two
latter cities he was the founder of the famous and
enduring structures in honor of the gods, called
respectively through all periods of Babylonian history
Ezida and Esagila.

98. Five kings succeeded Khammurabi before this
dynasty gave way to another. Each king seems to
have been the son of his predecessor, and the long
reigns which all enjoyed illustrate the condition of
the times. Of inscriptions directly from them only a
few are known. One from Samsuiluna ‘(about 2254-
2216), Khammurabi’s son, mentions his rebuilding the
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walls or fortresses of his ancestor (sect. 95) and
enlarging his capital city. In its proud and swelling
words it reflects the consciousness of greatness and
power which Khammurabi’s achievements had be-
gotten in his successor. “Fear of my dreaded lord-
ship covered the face of heaven and earth. Wherefore
the gods inclined their beaming countenances unto me,
. . . to rule in peace forever over the four quarters
of the world, to attain the desire of my heart like a
god, daily to walk with uplifted head in exultation
and joy of heart, have they granted unto me as
their gift” (Keilinschriftliche Bibliothek, ITI. i. 130—
132). The “Chronicle ” tells of conflicts with the
Kassites, and of rebellions in the cities of Isin and
Kish which were put down by him, but by far the
more numerous events there referred to relate to
the digging of canals and the service of religion.
From Abeshu, his successor, a few letters, and
inscriptional fragments only remain. A late copy of
an inscription from Ammiditana (about 2188-2151),
besides stating that he was the eldest son of Abeshu,
the son of Samsuiluna, proclaims him “King . . . of
Martu,” that is, presumably, ¢ the westland,” Syria.
The last two kings were Ammizaduga, who reigned
ten years according to the ¢ Chronicle,” but twenty-
two years according to the kings’ list, and Samsudi-
tana who reigned thirty-two years. During the one
hundred and fifty years and more of the rule of
these kings, everything speaks in testimony of the
permanence and development of the strong political
structure whose foundations had been laid by Kham-
murabi, and of the peace and prosperity of the several
communities united into the empire.

8 '
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99. Of the significance of this imperial organiza-
tion and development for the social and industrial
life of the land there are many illustrations. A
centralized administration bound all the districts
hitherto separated and antagonistic into a solid unity.
Khammurabi ¢ was not content merely to capture a
city and exact tribute from its inhabitants, but he
straightway organized its government, and appointed
his own officers for its control ” (King, Let. and Ins.
of Ham., IIl. xx.). Communication was regularly
kept up between the court and the provincial cities,
which were thus brought administratively into close
touch with the capital. An immensely increased
commercial activity followed this new centralization,
as is shown by the enormous mass of business
documents from this age. Increased prosperity was
followed by rising values. The price of land under
Khammurabi was higher than ever before. The ad-
ministration of justice was advanced through the
careful oversight of the courts by the king himself,
and by the creation of a royal court of appeal at Baby-
lon, access to which was open to the humblest citizen.
A calendar was established for the state and regulated
by the royal officials, whose arrangements for it were
approved by the king, and published throughout the
country. A royal post-system, the device of an
earlier age, was elaborated to make easy all this
intercommunication of the various districts. Con-
sequent upon it came greater security of life and
property as well as regular and better means of
transit, — blessings which were shared by all the in-
habitants. It is also true, on the other hand, that
this centralization involved the economic and political
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depression of the other cities before the capital.
They gradually lost their independent significance,
as the currents of trade set steadily toward Babylon,
and became provincial towns, contributory to the
wealth and power of the royal city. It was the
statesmanship of Khammurabi that, for good or ill,
laid the foundations of this mercantile and monetary
supremacy of Babylon, before which the other com-
munities passed quite out of sight. Ur, Larsam,
Uruk, and Sippar are heard of no more, except as
seats of local worship or of provincial administration.

100. The sphere of religion, likewise, was signifi-
cantly influenced by the new imperial organization.
As might be expected, Marduk, the city-god of
Babylon, now became the head of the Babylonian
pantheon. The change is thought to have been some-
thing more than the natural result of the new situa-
tion; it seems to have been deliberately and officially
undertaken as the potent means of unifying the state.
That this god’s supremacy was not left to chance
or to time is seen by the systematic abasement of
that other god who might reasonably contest the head-
ship with the new claimant, namely, Bel of Nippur
(sect. 88). The religious pre-eminence of his temple,
E-kur, in that ancient city, passed away, and it is
even claimed that the shrine was sacked, the images
and votive offerings destroyed, and the cult inter-
mitted by the authority of the kings of Babylon
(Peters, Nippur, II. pp. 257 f.). The proud title of
Bel (““lord”) passed to Marduk, and with it the
power and prerogative of the older deity. It may
not, however, be necessary to assume so violent an as-
sumption of power by Marduk. The political suprem-
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acy of Babylon, the larger power and greater wealth
of the priesthood of its god, the more splendid cult,
and the influence of the superior literary activity of
the priestly scholars of the capital may be sufficient
to account for the change. However, the unifying
might of a common religious centre, symbolized in
the worship of the one great god of the court, was
not to be despised, and Khammurabi was not the man
to overlook its importance. As the provinces looked
to Babylon for law and government, so they found in
Marduk the supreme embodiment of the empire.

101. A striking corollary of this change in the
divine world is found in the transformation of the
literature. Reference has already been made to
the revival of literary activity coincident with the
age of Khammurabi (sect. 79). Under the foster-
ing care of the priesthood of Babylon, the older
writings were collected, edited, and arranged in the
temple libraries of the capital city. A common
literary culture was spread abroad, corresponding to
the unity in other spheres of life. But the priests
who gathered these older writings subjected them to
a series of systematic literary modifications, whereby
the role of the ancient gods, particularly that of Bel
of Nippur, was transferred to Marduk of Babylon.
The Creation Epic is a case in point. In the culmi-
nation of that poem — the overthrow of Tiamat, the
representative of chaos — the task of representing the
Babylonian gods in the struggle is assigned to Mar-
duk, and the honors of victory are awarded to him.
But it is probable that in the earlier form of the Epic
both contest and victory were the part of another deity
of the earlier pantheon. A careful analysis of this
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and other religious documents of the period has been
made by Professor Jastrow, who has brilliantly demon-
strated that “ the legends and traditions of the past,”
were “reshaped and the cult in part remodelled so as
to emphasize the supremacy of Marduk” (Rel. of
Bab. and Assyr., chaps. vii., xxi.). In addition to
this special activity on behalf of their favorite god,
the priests of the time now began to build up those
systems of cosmology and theology which successive
generations of schoolmen elaborated into the stately
structures of speculation that so mightily influenced
the philosophy and religion of the ancient world.






PART II

THE RISE OF ASSYRIA AND ITS STRUGGLES
WITH KASSITE BABYLONIA






I

THE KASSITE CONQUEST OF BABYLONIA AND 'THR
APPEARANCE OF ASSYRIA. 2000-1600 B.C.

102. WrrH the last king of the dynasty of Khams
murabi (about 2098 B.c.) & period of darkness falls
upon the history of the land between the rivers, A
new dynasty of the Babylonian kings’ list begins with
a certain Anmanu, and continues with ten other kings
whose names are anything but suggestive of Babylo-
nian origin. The regnal years of the eleven reach
the respectable number of three hundred and sixty-
eight. The problem of their origin is complicated
with that of deciphering the word (Uru-szaggs?)
descriptive of them in the kings’ list. Some think
that it points to a quarter of the city of Babylon.
Others, reading it Uru-ku, see in it the name of the
ancient city of Uruk. The length of the reigns of the
several kings is above the average, and suggests pesce
and prosperity under their rule. It is eertsinly
strange in that case that no memorials of them hwve
as yet been discovered, — a fact that lends some plausi-
bility to the theory maintained by Hormel that this
dymsty was contemporaneons with that of Khwm-
murabi and mever attained

103. The third dynasty, asrecordedonﬁwkmgv’
Bist, comaints of thirtysix kings, who reigned fivé how-
dred seventy-six years and nine months (abowt 1717-
1140 . c) About thess kings informution, w‘
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quite extensive, is yet so fragmentary as to render ex-
act and organized presentation of their history exceed-
ingly difficult. The kings’ list is badly broken in the
middle of the dynasty, so that only the first six and
the last eleven or twelve of the names are intact,
leaving thirteen or fourteen to be otherwise supplied
and the order of succession to be determined from
imperfect and inconclusive data. Only one royal
inscription of some length exists, that of a certain
Agum-kakrime who does not appear on the dynastic
list. The tablets found at Nippur by the University
of Pennsylvania’s expedition have added several names
to the list and thrown new light upon the history of the
dynasty. The fragments of the so-called “Synchro-
nistic History ” (sect. 80) cover, in part, the relations
of the Babylonian and Assyrian kings of this age, and
the recently discovered royal Egyptian archives known
as the Tel-el-Amarna tablets contain letters from and
to several of them. From these materials it is pos-
sible to obtain the names of all but three or four of the
missing thirteen or fourteen kings, and to reach some-
thing like a general knowledge of the whole period and
some details of single reigns and epochs. Yet it is
evident that the absence of some royal names not only
makes the order of succession in the dark period un-
certain, but throws its chronology into disorder. Nor
is the material sufficient to remove the whole age from
the region of indefiniteness as to the aims and achieve-
ments of the dynasty, or to make possible a grouping
into epochs of development which may be above
criticism. With these considerations in mind it is
possible roughly to divide the period into four epochs:
first, the beginnings of Kassite rule; second, the
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appearance of Assyria as a possible rival of Kassite
Babylonia; third, the culmination of the dynasty and
the struggle with Assyria; fourth, the decline and
disappearance of the Kassites.

104. Merely a glance at the names in the dynastic
list is evidence that a majority of them are of a non-
Babylonian character. The royal inscriptions prove
beyond doubt that the dynasty as a whole was foreign,
and its domination the result of invasion by a people
called Kashhus, or, to use a more conventional name,
the Kassites. They belonged to the eastern mountains,
occupying the high valleys from the borders of Elam
northward, living partly from the scanty products of
the soil and partly by plundering travellers and
making descents upon the western plain. The few
fragments of their language which survive are not
sufficient to indicate its affinity either to the Elamite
or the Median, and at present all that can be said is
that they formed a greater or lesser division of that
congeries of mountain peoples which, without unity or
common name and language, surged back and forth
over the mountain wall stretching from the Caspian
Sea to the Persian gulf. Their home seems to have
been in the vicinity of those few mountain passes
which lead from the valley up to the table-land.
Hence they were brought into closer relations with
the trade and commerce which from time imme-
morial had used these passes, and thereby they were
early made aware of the civilization and wealth of
Babylonia.

105. Whether driven by the impulse to conquest,
begotten of a growing knowledge of Babylonian
weakness, or by the pressure of peoples behind and

i
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about them, the Kassites appear at an early day to
have figured in the annals of the Babylonian kingdom.
In the ninth year of Samsuiluna, of the first dynasty,
they were invading the land. This doubtless isolated
invasion was repeated in the following years until by
the beginning of the seventeenth century B.c., they
seem to have gained the upper hand in Babylonia.
Their earlier field of operations seems to have been in
the south, near the mouth of the rivers. Here was
Karduniash, the home of the Kassites in Babylonia,
a name subsequently extended over all the land. It
is not improbable that a Kassite tribe settled here in
the last days of the second dynasty, and, assimilated
to the civilization of the land, was later reinforced by
larger bands of the same people displaced from the
original home of the Kassites by pressure from behind,
and that the combined forces found it easy to over-
spread and gain possession of the whole country.
Such a supposition is in harmony with the evident
predilection of the Kassites for southern Babylonia, as
well as with their maintenance of authority over the
regions in which they originally had their home. It
also explains how, very soon after they came to power,
they were hardly to be distinguished from the Semitic
Babylonians over whom they ruled. They employed
the royal titles, worshipped at the ancient shrines,
served the native gods, and wrote their inscriptions
in the Babylonian language.

106. Of the six kings whose names appear first on
the dynastic list nothing of historical importance is
known. The gap that ensues in that list, covering
thirteen or fourteen names, is filled up from sources
to which reference has already been made. Agum-
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kakrime (sect. 103), whose inscription of three
hundred and thirty-eight lines is the most important
Kassite document as yet discovered, probably stands
near the early kings, is perhaps the seventh in order
(about 1600 B.c.). This inscription, preserved in an
Assyrian copy, was originally deposited in the temple
at Babylon, and describes the royal achievements on
behalf of the god Marduk and his divine spouse
Zarpanit. The king first proclaims his own glory by
reciting his genealogy, his relation to the gods and
his royal titles:

I am Agumkakrime, the son of Tashshigurumash; the
illustrious descendant of god Shugamuna ; called by Anu
and Bel, Ea and Marduk, Sin and Shamash; the power-
ful hero of Ishtar, the warrior among the goddesses.

I am a king of wisdom and prudence; a king who
grants hearing and pardon ; the son of Tashshigurumash ;
the descendant of Abirumash, the crafty warrior; the
first son among the numerous family of the great Agum
an illustrious, royal scion who holds the reins of the
nation (and is) a mighty shepherd. . . .

I am king of the country of Kashshu and of the
Akkadians ; king of the wide country of Babylon, who
settles the numerous people in Ashnunak; the King
of Padan and Alman; the King of Gutium, a foolish
nation; (a king) who makes obedient to him the four
regions, and has always been a favorite of the great
gods (1. 1-42).

107. Agumkakrime found, on taking the throne,
that the images of Marduk and Zarpanit, chief deities
of the city, had been removed from the temple to the
land of Khani, a region not yet definitely located,
but presumably in northern Mesopotamia, and pos-
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sibly on the head-waters of the Euphrates. This
removal took place probably in connection with an
invasion of peoples from that distant region, who
were subsequently driven out; and it sheds light on
the weakened and disordered condition of the land
at the time of the appearance of the Kassites. These
images were recovered by the king, either through
an embassy or by force of arms. The inscription is
indefinite on the point, but the wealth of the king as
intimated in the latter part of the inscription would
suggest that he was at least able to compel the surren-
der of them. On being recovered they were replaced
in their temple, which was renovated and splendidly
furnished for their reception. Gold and precious
stones and woods were employed in lavish profusion
for the adornment of the persons of the divine pair
and the decoration of their abode. Their priesthoods
were revived, the service re-established, and endow-
ments provided for the temple.

108. In the countries enumerated by Agum-
kakrime as under his sway no mention is made of a
people who were soon to exercise a commanding
influence upon the history of the Kassite dynasty.
The people of Assyria, however, although, even
before that time, having a local habitation and rulers,
the names of some of whom have come down in
tradition, could hardly have been independent of a
king who claimed authority over the land of the
Kassites and the Guti, Padan, and Alman, — districts
which lie in the region of the middle and upper
Tigris, or on the slopes of the eastern mountains
(Delitzsch, Peradies, p. 205). According to the
report of the Synchronistic History, about a century
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and a half later Assyria was capable of treating
with Babylonia on equal terms, but, even if the
opening passages of that document (some eleven
lines) had been preserved, they would hardly have
indicated such relations at a much earlier date. The
sudden rise of Assyria, therefore, is reasonably ex-
plained as connected with the greater movement
which made the Kassites supreme in Babylonia.

109. The people who established the kingdom of
Asgsyria exhibit, in language and customs and even in
physical characteristics, a close likeness to the Baby-
lonians. They were, therefore, not only a Semitic
people, but, apparently, also of Semitic-Babylonian
stock. The most natural explanation of this fact is
that they were originally a Babylonian colony. They
seem, however, to be of even purer Semitic blood than
their Babylonian ancestors, and some scholars have
preferred to see in them an independent offshoot from
the original Semitic migration into the Mesopotamian
valley (sect.51). If that be so, they must have come
very early under Babylonian influence which domi-
nated the essential elements of their civilization and
its growth down to their latest days. The earliest
centre of their organization was the city of Assur on
the west bank of the middle Tigris (lat. n. 35° 30"),
where a line of low hills begins to run southward
along the river. Perched on the outlying northern
spur of these hills, and by them sheltered from the
nomads of the steppe and protected by the broad
river in front from the raids of mountaineers of the
east, the city was an outpost of Babylonian civiliza-
tion and a station on the natural road of trade with
the lands of the upper Tigris. A fertile stretch of
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alluvial soil in the vicinity supplied the necessary
agricultural basis of life, while, a few miles to the
north, bitumen springs furnished, as on the Euphrates,
an article of commerce and an indispensable element
of building (Layard, Nineveh and its Remains, II.
chap. xii.). The god of the city was Ashur, “the
good one,” and from him the city received its name
(Jastrow, Rel. of Bab. and Assyria, p. 196).

110. The early rulers of the city of Assur were
patesis  (sect. 75), viceroys of Babylonian rulers.
Some of their names have come down in tradition,
as, for example, those of Ishme Dagan and his son,
Shamshi Adad, who lived according to Tiglathpileser
I. about seven hundred years before himself (that is,
about 1840-1800 B.c.). Later kings of Assyria also
refer to other rulers of the early age to whom they
give the royal title, but of whom nothing further is
known. The first mention of Assur is in a letter of
king Khammurabi of the first dynasty of Babylon,
who seems to intimate that the city was a part of the
Babylonian Empire (King, Let. and Inscr. of H., IIL
p. 3). In the darkness that covers these beginnings,
the viceroys became independent of Babylonia and
extended their authority up the Tigris to Kalkhi,
Arbela, and Nineveh, cities to be in the future cen-
tres of the Assyrian Empire. The kingdom of Assyria
took form and gathered power.

111. The physical characteristics of this region
could not but shape the activities of those who lived
within its borders. It is the northeastern corner of
Mesopotamia. The mountains rise in the rear; the
Tigris and Mesopotamia are in front. The chief cities
of Assyria, with the sole exception of Assur, lie to
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the east of the great river and on the narrow shelf
between it and the northeastern mountain ranges.
They who live there must needs find nature less
friendly to them than to their brethren of the south.
Agriculture does not richly reward their labors.
They learn, by struggling with the wild beasts of
the hills and the fierce men of the mountains, the
thirst for battle and the joy of victory. And as they
grow too numerous for their borders, the prospect,
barred to the east and north, opens invitingly towards
the west and southwest. Thus the Assyrian found
in his surroundings the encouragement to devote
himself to war and to the chase rather than to the
peaceful pursuits of agriculture; the preparation for
military achievement on a scale hitherto unrealized.
112. It is not difficult to conceive how the Kassite
conquest of Babylonia profoundly influenced the de-
velopment of Assyria. The city of Assur, protected
from the inroads of the eastern invaders by its position
on the west bank of the Tigris, became, at the same
time, the refuge of those Babylonians who fled before
the conquerors as they overspread the land. The
Assyrian community was thus enabled to throw
off the yoke of allegiance to the mother country, now
in possession of foreigners, and to establish itself as
an independent kingdom. Its patesis became kings,
and began to cherish ambitions of recovering the
home-land from the grasp of the enemy, and of ex-
tending their sway over the upper Tigris and be-
yond. It is not unlikely that this latter endeavor
was at least partially successful during the early
period of the Kassite rule. It is certainly signifi-
cant that Agumkakrime does not mention Assyria
9
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among the districts under his sway and if, as has
been remarked (sect. 108), his sphere of influence
seems to include it, his successors were soon to learn
that a new power must be reckoned with, in settling
the question of supremacy on the middle Tigris.



II

THE EARLY CONFLICTS OF BABYLONIA AND
ASSYRIA. 1500-1150 B.C.

113. THE half millennium (2000-1500 B. c.), that
saw the decline of Old Babylonia, its conquest by the
Kassites and the beginnings of the kingdom of
Assyria, had been also a period of transition in the
rest of the ancient oriental world. In Egypt the
quiet, isolated development of native life and forces
which had gone on unhindered for two thousand years
and had produced so remarkable a civilization, was
broken into by the invasion of the Hyksos, Semitic
nomads from Arabia, who held the primacy of power
for three hundred years and introduced new elements
and influences into the historical process. In the re-
gion lying between the Euphrates and the Nile, which
in the absence of a common name may be called
Syria, where Babylonian civilization, sustained from
time to time by Babylonian armies, had taken deep
root, similar changes, though less clearly attested by
definite historical memorials, seem to have taken
place. The Hyksos movement into Egypt could not
but have been attended with disturbances in southern
Syria, reflected perhaps in the patriarchal traditions
of the Hebrews. In the north, peoples from the
mountains that rim the upper plateau began to de-
scend and occupy the regions to the east and west of
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the head-waters of the Euphrates, thus threatening
the security of the highways of trade, and, conse-
quently, Babylonian authority on the Mediterranean.
114. Had the Babylonian kingdom been unham-
pered, it might have met and overcome these adverse
influences in its western provinces and continued its
hegemony over the peoples of Syria. But to the
inner confusion caused by the presence of foreign
rulers was added the antagonism of a young and
vigorous rival, the Assyrian kingdom on the upper
Tigris. Through the absorption of both powers in
the complications that ensued, any vigorous move-
ment toward the west was impossible. It was from
another and quite unexpected quarter that the politi-
cal situation was to be transformed. In Egypt by
the beginning of the sixteenth century a desperate
struggle of the native element against the ruling Hyk-
sos began, resulting, as the century drew to a close, in
the expulsion of the foreigners. Under the fresh im-
pulses aroused by this victorious struggle the nation
entered an entirely new path of conquest. The Pha-
raohs of the New Empire went forth to win Syria.
115. The fifteenth century B.c., therefore, marks
a turning-point in the history of Western Asia. The
nations that had hitherto wrought out largely by
themselves their contributions to civilization and
progress came into direct political relation one with
another in that middle zone between the Euphrates
and the Nile, which was henceforth to be the battle-
ground of their armies and the reward of their
victories. From that time forth the politics of the
kings was to be a world-politics; the balance of
power was to be a burning question; international
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diplomacy came into being. The three great powers
were Egypt, Assyria, and Babylonia. Lesser king-
doms appeared as Egypt advanced into the East, —
Mitanni in northwestern Mesopotamia, whose people
used the cuneiform script to express a language
which cannot yet be understood, Alasia in north-
western Syria, and the Hittites just rounding into
form in the highlands of northeastern Syria and des-
tined to play so brilliant a part, if at present a
puzzling one, in the history of the coming centuries.
At first, Egypt carried all before her. Under the
successive Pharaohs of the eighteenth dynasty, her
armies passed victoriously up and down along the
eastern Mediterranean and even crossed the Eu-
phrates. All Syria became an Egyptian province,
paying tribute to the empire of the Nile. Egyptian
civilization was dominant throughout the whole
region.

116. The effect of this Egyptian predominance in
Syria upon the kingdoms of the Tigro-Euphrates
valley was significant. The Egyptians obtained the
monopoly of the trade of its new provinces, and the
eastern kingdoms were cut off. They were crowded
back as Egypt pressed forward. It is not improbable
that Assyria’s northern movement (sect. 112) was by
this pressure forced to the east, and therefore the
centre of Assyrian power shifted to the other side of
the Tigris over against the eastern mountains. The
image of Ishtar, goddess of Nineveh, had fallen during
this time into the hands of the king of Mitanni, who
sent it to Egypt (Winckler, Tel-el-Amarna Letters,
20). The pent up forces of the two peoples declined
and exhausted themselves in reviving and pursuing
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with greater intensity and persistence the struggle
for local supremacy. Assyria was numbered by
Thutmose III. of Egypt (1480-142T7 B.c.) among his
tributaries for two years, although this may have been
little more than a vainglorious boast, arising out of the
endeavor of the Assyrian king to obtain the Egyptian
alliance by means of gifts. That Egypt was courted
by both Babylonian and Assyrian rulers is testified
to by the archives of Amenhotep IV., as preserved in
the Tel-el-Amarna letters, which contain communica-~
tions from kings of both nations to the Pharaohs,
intimating that these negotiations had been going on
for half a century. The Pharaohs, having won their
provinces in Syria by force of arms, were willing to
maintain possession by alliances with bordering peoples
whom they regarded as inferior, even while treating
with them on the conventional terms imposed by
the diplomacy of the time. Thus they exchanged
princesses with Mitanni, Babylon, and Assyria, and
made presents of gold, the receipt of which the kings
of these lands acknowledged by asking for more.
Their deferential attitude toward Egypt, however,
goes somewhat beyond what must have been the
diplomatic courtesy of the time, and shows how Egypt
stood as arbiter an