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PREFACE.

THE territorial basis of the present work, fourth in
the completed series, and entitled HisTory oF THE
NorteE MEexicaN STATES, corresponds to the modern
Texas, Coahuila, Durango, Chihuahua, New Mexico,
Sinaloa, Sonora, Arizona, and the two Californias;
but the history of New Mexico, Arizona, and Upper
California is here given only in the briefest outline,
because fully treated in separate works. To the
castern provinces of Texas and Coahuila much less
space proportionately is devoted than to regions fur-
ther west; somewhat more to Chihuahua and Sonora
than to Durango and Sinaloa in the south; and Baja
California, by reason not only of its geographic posi-
tion but of its historic importance, receives more
attention than its rank in modern times alone would
justify. These provinces are variously grouped at
successive epochs as is required for clearness and con-
venience of presentment; but of each it is the author’s
aim to portray in all desirable detail the earliest annals
of discovery, exploration, conquest, and conversion;
while later periods of routine development are not
neglected, though treated on a different scale. Maps
arc introduced somewhat more plentifully than elsc-
where to show the advance of Spanish dominion north-

ward; and as usual a large amount of statistical, de-
v)
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scriptive, bibliographic, and explanatory matter is
added to the references in foot-notes. The work con-
sists of two volumes, of which the first brings the
record down to the end of the eighteenth century.
This territory has been treated on a general scale,
as part of a great nation, in a preceding work of the
serics; but the plan requires a more minute treat-
ment of the northern regions; and it is deemed better
to add two volumes of provincial annals than to cor-
respondingly increase the bulk of such matter in a
national History or Mexico. It is not, however,
solely to meet the requirements of an arbitrary plan
that the north receives more attention than the south.
The history of the former is not only more interesting
and important, but it has left records much more
complete. And so nearly in parallel grooves ran the
current of affairs in different Hispano-American com-
munities that southern provincial history, unrecorded
for the most part, may in many phases be studied in-
directly yet with profit in that of the north. Even
here it is not possible to form an uninterrupted chain
of events in each province and for each period; nor is
it desirable, for such a record would be bulky, weari-
some, and unprofitable—an almost endless repetition
of similar petty happenings under like conditions.
But the inter-provincial likeness noted, while it ex-
cuses the historian from following the thread of minor
occurrences in all the provinces, also suggests the de-
sirability of such minute treatment in one of them at
least, in order that the record of one may reflect that
of the rest, just as northern history in a sense throws
light upon the south. The suggestion is followed,
but for this purpose a country still farther north is



PREFACE. | vii

chosen, Upper California, for which original data are
beyond all comparison most copious, and whose his-
tory will be extensively supplemented by local annals.
Thus it is intended that the subdivisions of the his-
torical series shall not only be complete each in its
own sphere, but that each shall be so connected with
the others as to make of all a symmetrical whole.
From the beginning these regions attracted special
attention from the Spaniards. Thence came to eager
ears never-ceasing reports of great cities, civilized
peoples, inexhaustible wealth, interoceanic straits, and
all the marvels of the Northern Mystery. Thither
stretched the broadest field for exploration and ad-
venture; and here were found the richest deposits of
natural trecasure. It was a country of bitter warfare
and bloody revolts; but there were tribes that made
an enviable record for honor and good faith as well as
for bravery; and even the conquerors in most parts
marked their advance with atrocities somewhat less
fiendish than in the south. This was preéminently
the mission field of America, where the Jesuits and
Franciscans made their grandest efforts with the best
results, and where their system may be studied under
the most favorable conditions. The deeds of explorer,
soldier, and missionary advancing side by side against
a receding frontier of barbarism furnish material for
a story of rare interest. And the fascination of the
topic to Anglo-Saxon readers is enhanced by the con-
tiguity of the region under consideration to the great
northern republic, from which a new industrial and
peaceful conquest is being pushed southward on iron
routes. That the international bonds may be drawn
closer for mutual benefit without taint of unreasoning
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prejudice on one side, or of filibustering encroachment
on the other, should be the desire of every good citi-
zen of the two republics.

The author’s resources for writing this part of the
history are exceptionally ample, as is shown by the
list of authorities prefixed to this volume. His Library
contains all the standard missionary chronicles on
which foundation the general structure must rest,
together with a very complete collection of govern-
ment reports, Spanish and Mexican, and practically
all the general and special works relating to the ter-
ritory that have becn printed in any language. There
is moreover hardly an epoch in the annals of any North
Mexican State for which important information has
not been drawn from original manuscripts never be-
fore consulted. The field is also in all essential respects
a ncw one; for while certain limited periods in the
annals of scveral parts of the territory have been
worthily presented in print, there is no work extant
in,any language which includes the entire history of
any onc of the seven provinces; much less a cowmpre-
hensive history of the whole country. That the con-
ception of the work and its introduction herc as a
connecting link between the national history of the
south and local annals of the farther north will be
approved is the hope and belicf of the author.
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