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HOUSE OF BRANDENBURG

AND

HISTORY OF PRUSSIA.

SEYENTH BOOK.

Ir is perhaps not altogether superfluous, with a view
to a clear understanding of the history of Germany in
the eighteenth century, to bring before the eyes of the
reader a brief outline of what would have been the
state of things in the year 1740 and the succeeding
period had Prussia and Frederick II. not existed.
There can be no doubt that, on the extinction of
the line of Habsburg, a war would have broken out
concerning the Austrian succession. The dread of
the power and the hostility of the house of Lorraine
entertained by the court of Versailles; the claims
of the house of Wittelsbach, which had never been
lost sight of by France; the family pride and ambi-
tion of the Bourbons, were facts independent of any
alliances or confederations. Under all circumstances
France would have seized the occasion of carrying
on the ancient conflict, in the course of which she
bad already made such large acquisitions and pro-
duced such brilliant warriors—and of raising herself
VOL. III. B
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for ever to the position of the predominant power of
Europe. '

Such was at that day the weakness of the Austrian
ministry, and indeed of the whole condition of Aus-
tria both in a military and financial point of view,
that we must not presume on her ability to defend
herself with greater success than in our own times:
the French would have been masters of the Rhenish
provinces and the Danube before anybody had moved ;
they would have found as little resistance in Bohemia
as Frederick had recently encountered in Silesia ;
while, had he not been restrained by the fear of so
formidable a neighbour as the King of Prussia, con-
tinued success and high hopes would probably have
led back Augustus III. to the policy of his' father.
Whether Russia, occupied since the death of the Em-
press with her own intestine troubles, could or would
have offered any timely resistance, is very doubtful.

But even if Russia had roused herself to an active
participation in the quarrel, and had imposed a truce
upon Saxony—if England had afforded succours in
money or in troops, which, considering the indecision
of the Austrian policy, could have been but slowly
accomplished—the situation of Germany would, even
then, have been very miserable.

The English and the Russians would have fought
on the side of Austria, and the French on that of
Bavaria: the Queen would have been relegated to
Hungary ; the several states of Germany would have
been carried away by the influence of one or other of
these parties—a truly German interest would nowhere
have existed. .
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Under these circumstances it was to be regarded
as a piece of good fortune that there was at least one
state which did battle in its own cause, however ex-
clusive—which had unequalled military strength at
its disposal, and took counsel from itself alone. For
however important be the regular forms of a constitu-
tion to a great nation, its existence and welfare de-
pend still more on the living and energetic spirit
which has the faculty of discovering the means of
power, and of employing them with success.

The King of Prussia had succeeded in raising him-
self to the highest pitch of strength and independence;
nor was this the only result of the war in which he had
been engaged.

It was in great measure owing to him, as we have
seen, that the Queen of Hungary was able to main-
tain herself against the hostility of France; a less in-
tentional but natural effect of which was, that she
learned to estimate and to apply her own strength.
The two great German states emerged from their
first conflict with an armed force such as no previous
century had witnessed.

Now, however, arose the question which has from
that time continued to be the most important to the
destinies of Germany : what should be their conduct
towards each other, and whether a good mutual un-
derstanding were possible. The Silesian question
was not the only cause of division between them ;
a more immediate one was their relation to the
Empire.

Austria, accustomed to imperial honours, could
not endure that another house should possess the

B 2
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supreme dignity of the Empire. However much the
prerogatives of that station might have been cur-
tailed, it still conferred not only consideration, but
influence of various kinds, and a real increase of
power.

On the other hand, Prussia, which (as we re-
marked at the beginning of our work) might be
regarded as the manifestation of the Idea of Terri-
torial Sovereignty, though she now appeared in a
fulness of strength and internal stability which nobody
would have deemed possible, could not entertain the
design of grasping at the imperial Crown ; still less
of severing herself from the Empire, to which it was
less her duty than her right to belong. But her
natural endeavour tended to prevent the supreme
power from falling into hands from which she had
nothing but hostility to expect, and to give it a new
direction corresponding with the circumstances of the
time.

For the accomplishment of this end the most ne-
cessary steps had already been taken during the war
—the Elector of Bavaria had been chosen Emperor.
Active as the French had been in securing his elec-:
tion, events proved that it could never have been
secured without the co-operation of Prussia.
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CHAPTER 1.

ELECTION AND POSITION OF THE EMPEROR CHARLES VII.

Ir we recall the period immediately succeeding the
death of Charles VI, we shall remember that the
court of Vienna then entertained no doubt that the
Grand Duke of Tuscany, the Queen’s husband,
would succeed: to the imperial throne. It was caleu-
lated that out of the nine electorates (the number at
that time) four were in his favour: Mayence and
Treves among the spiritual, Saxony and Hanover
among the temporal ; while a fifth, Bohemia, was in
his own hands. Charles Albert, Elector of Bavaria,
who offered himself as competitor, was so little feared
by the Austrian party that they even hoped to gain
over his own brother, the Elector of Cologne, who
was supported out of the revenues of the chapters,
yvhlch were all partisans of Austria. We have seen
‘how ready Frederick was to give his vote to the
" Grand Dukg of Tuscany, under the condition, in-
deed, that his right to Silesia should be acknowledged.
Had this been agreed to, the Grand Duke would un-
questionably have been Emperor. The Elector of
Mayence was already strongly inclined to admit the
Grand Duke, as co-Regent of Bohemia, to the elec-
tive assembly.

" But the outbreak of the dissensions between Prussia
and Austria threw everything into uncertainty.
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Bavaria and the Palatinate, which had recently
made up their last difference—that concerning the
vicariate of the Empire—kept firmly united; and,
little trustworthy as the Elector of Cologne generally
was, he was not disposed to abandon his house at a
time when its prospects were so splendid.

On the other hand, the Elector of Saxony raised a
very serious objection to the co-Regency of the Duke
of Lorraine; it was impossible, he urged, that the
Queen should transfer to another a right she could
not exercise herself—that of electing: thus the court
of Vienna lost, in one moment, the vote of Saxony
and the secure possession of that of Bohemia.

- The affair was not, however, decided by this ; since,
although Saxony opposed the Grand Duke, she by
no means declared herself in favour of the Elector of
Bavaria. .

Had Maria Theresa come to an understanding
with Prussia in May, 1741, the Grand Duke would
probably have been elected even then. The Elector
of Mayence said openly that the issue of the election
depended wholly on the events in Silesia: and,
indeed, it was impossible that any competitor for the
Crown could have stood against Austria and Prussia
united.

But as no such union took place—as, on the con-
trary, the hostility between them then became more
open and violent than ever—the Chancellor of the
Empire also took courage to declare himself aguinst
the Grand Duke.

The chancellor was of the family of Elz; a man
of estimable character and good intentions, who was



CH. I.] CANDIDATES FOR THE IMPERIAL THRONE. 7

not blind to the defects of the system of the Empire,
but advanced in years, and possessing neither the
acuteness of mind nor the determination requisite for
the task of a reformer. Whatever were the inclina-
tion of the majority in the Electoral College, he
resolved, as its President, to adopt it; his first duty
nppeared to him to avoid all dissension. The ablest
of his councillors, named Grosschlag,* who was in
lBerlm in 1740, had acquired, while there, a high
\gdea of Frederick IL’s power and projects. Even
when the French had crossed the Rhme, the Elector
of Mayence did not yield to the pressing representa-
tions of the French court in favour of Bavaria; but
he declared that if the King of Prussia joined that
party, so that Charles Albert could reckon with cer-
tainty on four votes, he would give him a fifth.

The secret article of the treaty by which Frederick
bound himself to do so could not be communicated to
the Elector of Mayence ; but gradually very distinct
declarations to that effect were made on his part by
his representative at the Electoral Diet.

On the 1st of August the King of Prussia directed
his ambassador generally to act with Belleisle and the

. courts allied with France, though he did not abso-
lutely bind him to that line of conduct ;f on the 22nd
of August he wrote to him not only to do nothing
without the concurrence of the Marshal, but to act in

* Podewils calls him an * homme d’esprit et de talent.” For
the rest we follow the statement contained in a despatch from
the Saxon minister.

t His reasons were: ‘ Comme la courde Vienne refuse opinia-

trement de me rendre justice sur mes droits incontestables sur la
Silésie,” ete.
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concert with him in every detail ; not, however, ab-
solving him from the obligation to consult himself on
the most important points; lastly, on the 6th of Sep-
tember, he desires him to proceed to the principal
affair without sending back or waiting for further
instructions.

It was the second of these despatches which was
communicated to the Elector of Mayence, and deter-
mined his course. He immediately gave Marshal
Belleisle to understand that he had now made up his
‘mind to add his vote to the four already secured.
The only condition he made was, that the King
should not alter his mind; which, after his letter of
the 6th, was no longer to be feared. The formation
of a majority, however, concurring with the events of
the war, had now, as so frequently in former times,
the effect of bringing the most undecided to a deci-
sion.

The advance of French troops, and the warnings
of the King of Prussia and the Elector of Mayence,
bad a powerful influence on the mind of George II.
On the 14th of September he wrote, with his own
hand, to the Elector of Bavaria, that he would no
longer oppose his wishes; upon which Charles Albert
besought the French to abstain from all acts of
hostility, which could only serve to produce an un-
favourable impression in Germany.

As Saxony, after much wavering, now also aban-
doned her opposition—as none was, in any case, to
be apprehended from Treves—the business of the
election could now be proceeded with.

On the 4th of November the first question, which,
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though only of a preliminary nature, was extremely
important to the main business, was put to the vote -
—viz. whether the vote of the electorate of Bohemia
was, on this occasion, to be received. There were
six votes against it; the two others declared that
they would allow the majority in this case to take its
course, which accordingly determined the exclusion.*
The Bohemian ambassador was forced to abandon
the lodgings he had already taken for the sitting of
the Diet. )

On the 20th of November the election conferences
were opened by a solemn procession. The Saxon
embassy displayed the most stately train, Hanover
- the finest horses, Bavaria the richest harness and ac-
coutrements, Cologne the most gorgeous liveries;
Brandenburg-Prussia was distinguished by its simpli-
city—by a total absence of pomp and ostentation.
It derived all its splendour from its King, whose name
filled the world, and who was the real mover in this
solemn act.t

It was not the urgency of the French, as has been
imagined, that hastened the debates on the capitu-
lations, which had appeared likely to drag tardily
on, but the zeal of the Prussian cabinet, which would
not wait till some accident might occur to shake the
favourable dispositions of the Electors. In conse-

* Olenschlager : Geschichte des Interregni, IV. p. 208, gives
* the first preliminary conference. Conclusum, ¢ dass die bohm-
ische Wahlstimme-fir dermaln und ohne kiinftige Consequenz
zu ruhen hitte.”—(That the vote of Bohemia was not to be
given then or afterwards.)

1 See Loen : Kl. Schriften II. 118.
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quence of a memorandum from Podewils, which the
King thought admirable, the election was fixed for
the second half of January, so that the negotiation
was to be regulated by this term, and not the term
by the length of the negotiations.

The court of Vienna might certainly have expected
that the success of its arms in the beginning of the
year 1742 would produce on the Electors an impres-
sion favourable to its desires ; but all the introductory
measures were already taken; the violence of the
language held at Vienna irritated the self-love of the
Chancellor of the Empire and of his council ; on the
'24th of January, 1742, the election, and on the 12th
. of February the coronation, of the Elector of Bavaria
~ as Emperor were consummated.

The Emperor Charles VII.—for so he was styled
—was certainly not a prince who could be placed in
comparison with the old. German Emperors; indeed,
to expect a man of that stamp would have shown a total
misapprehension of the altered character of the times.
Acts of external religion, mingled with the pleasures
of a court, not entirely free from licentiousness, had
hitherto filled his existence ; independently of this, he
is described by those of his contemporaries who knew
him as a man of acute and perspicacious mind, un-
wearied activity, lofty ambition, and some originality
of thought. He, too, wished to govern by himself;
and the importance and value of his presence among
his ministers was proved mainly by the faults they
committed whenever he was absent. Schmettau speaks
with admiration of his gifts—his rapid apprehension
and sagacious decision. Klinggrifen, the Prussian
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minister, says that, whenever he was perplexed by
any act of Charles Albert’s calculated to excite sus-
picion, he thought it his best course to go to him and
ask himself; he was never known to utter an untrue
word ; sincerity and kindness beamed from his eyes.
Had his energy and physical strength been equal to
his other qualities, his elevation to the throne might
have been an important event for Germany.

The transfer of the imperial Crown from the house

*of Austria—of the seat of the most important business
of the Empire from Vienna—was in itself a mighty
change. It was hoped that various complaints of the

“dependence of the administration of the Empire on
the court would thus be removed.

These were mainly directed against the imperial
councillor (Reichshofrath), who, it was alleged, ex-
ercised an oppressive power in the Imperial Chamber,
disregarded the established privileges, and invented
reserved imperial rights never before heard of; it
was said that he meddled in affairs not really within
his competence—e. g. in matters of infeudation ; in-
stead of applying to the estates, whose business it was
to declare the laws, bhe thought of nothing but how
to bring the Emperor over to his own opinion.

Nor was this all. The Directory, (or general
ministry for managing the affairs of the estates of the
Empire,) which alone could act as representative of
-the estates, had become far too intimately attached to
the imperial court ; no measure was brought forward
that had not first been concerted between the court
and the chancellor. No ambassador of a state could
venture to oppose both united ; if any one attempted

Ad
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it, all communication with him was broken off, and
means were found soon to make his court heartily
weary of the whole affair.

Hence it happened that the assent of the Empire in
foreign affairs was become a sheer form : princes were
nominated to conduct them who were wholly incapable,
and others suspended without sufficient ground ; the
complaints of the Protestants were utterly disre-
garded.

They urged that the “Diet of the Empire, during
the whole of the eighty years it had been sitting, had
been constantly swayed by the interests of the Em-
peror; that it-was a mere congress met to give
assent to certain grants, and had lost the character of
an assembly of the states of the Empire. It were
better to dissolve it, and convoke a new one in a more
parliamentary form.*

* In a document of the Diet, dated 14 Feb. 1741, it is
stated : ‘‘ Der achtzigjihrige Reichstag sei von seinem Zwecke
ganz abgekommen ; statt der dahin remittirten wichtigen Ange-
legenheiten pacis osnabr. VIII. 3, habeantur und Reichsab-
schied de a0 1654 seien fast gar keine andere Sachen vorgekom-
men, als welche des Kaisers Interesse und Convenienz betreffen ;
man habe einen status mere monarchicus einzufiihren gesucht ;
den Stinden mit ihren Anliegen fast gar kein Gehdr gegeben,
die Sachen mit der grissten Schlifrigkeit tractirt, so dass der
Reichsconvent verichtlich geworden. Die Gravamina gegen
die Reichshofrathsordnung de ad 1711 seien nicht allein nicht
abgestellt, sondern gar nicht ernstlich in Betracht gezogen
worden. Noch finden sich gravamina imperii communia von
diesem Jahre, z. B.: neglectus imperii in negotiis pacis et belli ;
Dispensation der Reichscassengelder durch kaiserliche Generale ;
Verpflegung der kaiserlichen Truppen nach einem zu geringen
Etappenfuss; Besetzung der Stelle eines Kammerrichters mit
Personen, die durch allerlei Respectus gebunden; unerhdrter
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It could not, indeed, be expected from the new
Emperor that he should at once put an end to all
these evils; but it was impossible that he should
exercise that indirect influence which rested on an
excess of power in one family, like that possessed by
Austria ; according to the nature of the case a free
and equal relation to the states of the Empire was

processus rescriptitius beim Reichshofrath, der vota ad impera-
torem formire, und dadurch in die Hinde der Sstreichischen
Minister arbeite, da doch Sachen, iber welche der Reichs-
hofrath, nicht entscheiden wolle, ad caesarem et status zu
bringen seien.”—(The eighty years’ Diet had completely departed
from its original object; instead of attending to the important
affairs, Pacis Osnabr. VIII. 8, and the Decree of the Empire
de a0 1654, scarce any matters were proposed but such as
touched the Emperor’s interest and convenience: the attempt
was made to introduce a status mere monarchicus: scarce any
attention was paid to the estates or their memorials; every-
thing was conducted in the most dilatory manner, so that
the Diet became contemptible. The gravamina against the re-
gulations of the Reichshofrath, or imperial councillor, de ad
1711, were not alone not remedied, but were not even seriously
taken into consideration. In that very year there were grava-
mina imperii communia, e. g. neglectus imperii in negotiis pacis
et belli: the money belonging to the Diet was expended by im-
perial generals; the imperial troops were poorly treated ; persons
were appointed to the office of Kammerrichter, or judge, who
were sure to be partial ; unheard-of processus rescriptitius by the
imperial councillor, who made out vota ad imperatorem, and who
thus played into the hands of the Austrian ministers ; as matters
which the imperial councillor left undecided were, referred to
Ceesarem et status, &c.) Hence we perceive that the complaints
which so frequently appear in Prince Eugene’s correspondence
can be met by others of an opposite tendency. It is to be
wished that a history of the Empire reaching to the eighteenth
century may yet be written. The history of the votes should
then be closely examined,
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much more likely in an Emperor of the house of
Wittelsbach than in an Austrian.

In former ages some had thought that the centre
of gravity of the German constitution should have
been placed in the cities, and their companies or
guilds: it is doubtful whether that scheme could
ever have been realized ; but now, on the contrary,
they were excluded from all influence whatsoever.
For the most part they no longer sent delegates to
the Diet, but committed their interests to citizens of
Ratisbon, whose conversation, in taverns and beer-
cellars, did little honour to their constituents.

At a later period the most important affairs were
decided by the College of Princes, which, owing to
the great number of spiritual members, and the natural
opposition of the less to the more powerful among

. the temporal, was apt, in difficult emergencies, to be-
come the mere tool of the imperial and Caiholic
power. The princes regarded themselves as the real
body of the Empire; indeed, even in the sixteenth
century they had strenuously exerted themselves on
the side of the capitulants, and, at the very time we
are treating of, they held a meeting for the purpose of
maintaining their privileges, the true cause of which,
however, was, that they had already lost much of
their ancient influence.

The College of Princes had lost some of its most
powerful members: first, Bavaria, who carried off
the electoral dignity as the sole reward of his efforts
in favour of Catholicism ; then Neuburg, who rose
to be Elector Palatine; and lastly, Hanover, for
whom a ninth electorate had been created. Among
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the spiritual votes which the princes had lost, the
most remarkable was that of Magdeburg, who had
led the Directory, or general ministry, in affairs re-
lating to Protestantism ; and even that of Austria,
who had sacrificed her independence as a sovereign
state, in order to have the electoral vote restored to
Bohemia. Such was the poverty or the niggardliness
prevailing in the representation of the princes, that
twelve votes were often committed to one proxy, and
all moral weight was thus destroyed : the protocols of
their councillors now produced scarce any effect.*

All that the other members of the imperial body
had lost had been gained by the College of Electors,
whdse members, in fact, represented the greatest sum
of power in the German Empire. How different
was this from the state of things at its foundation in
the fourteenth century! On this body, then, the
imperial government under Charles VII. was obliged
to lean for support.

After the election the Electoral Congress was for-
mally established, and began zealously to attend to
public business.

In consequence of one of its decisions the Diet
was transferred from Ratisbon to Frankfort; and
here, in the middle of May, 1742, the deliberations
began. At the Emperor’s accession, in consideration
of the straitened circumstances in which he was,

* Olenschlager, I1. p. 492, has given some of the acts of the
Diet held in Offenbach. The statements given above, are taken
from some other extracts contained in the very voluminous acts
of the Diet of those times, which are now in Berlin,
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fifty Roman months * were granted him. He made
energetic complaints of the court of Vienna, which
raised difficulties about delivering up the archives,
and also of that of Rome, which protested against the
electorate of the Protestant Duke of Hanover,{ and
persisted in designating the King of Prussia Mar-
grave of Brandenburg. The whole college evinced a
consciousness of its independent authority, fitly repre-
senting the dignity of the Empire.

¢ The Rémermonate, or Roman months, owed their origin to
the R3merzug, or visit to Rome made by the new Emperor for
the purpose of being crowned by the Pope. In the Rdmerzug
the vassals of the Empire were bound, with their feudal attend-
dnts, to accompany the Emperor on his journey, under pain of
forfeiting their lands. The duration of the R3merzug and of
the military services to be rendered was fixed at six weeks,
which were called Rdmermonate. 'When the Rdmerzug ceased,
a tax, which the Emperor Maximilian made permanent, was sub-
stituted for the Rémermonate : each knight bound to attend the
Emperor to Rome was called upon to pay 12 florins, and his
attendants 4 florins each. The sums thus raised were granted
to the Emperor by the estates on extraordinary occasions, such
as wars and the like.— Transl.

1 Protest of the Nuncio Doria—1. against the electorate of
Hanover: Solemniter protestari cogimur sanctam sedem Hanno-
veriani ducis inter S. J. R' principes electores adscriptioni ejus-
que ad suffragia ferenda admissioni nullatenus consensisse,—
quinimo dictam admissionem reprobamus; 2. against any men-
tion of the peace of Westphalia in the documents relating to the
election: ad aures nostras pervenit inter conditiones futuro
Romano regi praescribendas rursus eadem pacta irrepsisse quae
pacis Westphalicae jam ab omnibus sequentibus pontificibus re-
probatae confirmationem respiciunt. The court complained of
the superscription, Marchio Brandenburgensis ; the Nuncio re-
plied that the Roman Pontiff thus recognised the electoral
dignity attached to the house of Brandenburg.
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Whether a firm and lasting union would thus be °
consolidated, or what share the college would be able
to take in the. business of the Empire, the future
only could show. People were greatly shocked that
the new Emperor appeared so entirely dependent on
France. To this some answered, that this would put
an end to all disputes with France, which had
hitherto been kept alive by the hereditary enmity of
the houses of Bourbon and Austria, and had cost
the Empire so much. Others, among whom were
Frederick II., thought that the new Emperor had
.sense as well as ambition enough not only to prevent
French influence from forcing itself into the internal
affairs of the Empire, but even to shake it off entirely.
The form of Germany which floated before his eyes
was totally different—resting internally on a union of
the most powerful princes, affording security to the
long-renowned German freedom, and freed from all
foreign interference : the imperial power would then
have been just towards the territorial sovereignty,
and would, in return, have received its steady
support.

But by far the greatest difficulty arose from the
opposition made by Austria to the whole of this
combination.

To be on a footing of mere equality with the other
members of the Empire would hardly have been
tolerable to the Austrian court, much less to find
itself, as had lately been the case, excluded from its
legitimate position, and deprived of all influence.

VOL. 111. (
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CHAPTER II1.

VIEWS OF AUSTRIA AND ENGLAND.

IN September, 1741, when Maria Theresa resolved
to cede Lower Silesia to the King of Prussia, she
did it not without hope that he might thus be in-
duced to reserve his vote at the election of an Em-
peror for the Grand Duke. I cannot find, however,
that her negotiators ever ventured to mention the
subject to Frederick, far less that they could have
obtained any such promise from him. She was most
deeply offended when the Elector of Mayence, at the
same time that he announced to her the termination
of the election in favour of Charles VII., expressed
his hope that the security and peace of the Empire
would thus be preserved.

It was just at the time when daily accounts reached
her of the progress of her troops, and before the
King of Prussia had reappeared in the field; elated
by success, she formed the daring resolution not to
acknowledge the new Emperor, and not to consent to
the proposal for the restoration of peace.

But as this might be attended with danger (since
the imperial authority was now united to that of the
Confederation, which formed the strength of her and
her husband’s rival), she deemed it expedient to in-
voke the approbation of the Estates in Austria, as she
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had already done in Hungary, and to secure their
support in every possible emergency.

- On the 3rd of February, 1741, a meeting of the
Estates took place at the Favorita.* The Queen sate
on her lofty throne, the crown on her head and
sceptre in her hand. On her right, where a hundred
tapers were burning before a large golden crucifix, sat
the clergy, with the Papal Nuncio at their head ; on
her left, the nobles: the body of the hall was filled
with the citizens of Vienna ; the ministers were seated
at the foot of the throne.

Hereupon the proposal which the Elector of
‘Mayence had just made was communicated to the
‘Estates. Aftera conference of many hours the Queen
stated her conviction that it was not advisable so
lightly to lay down arms now visibly under the bless-
ing of Heaven: she exhorted the Estates to stand
steadfastly by her side in her determination to resist.
“ Will you,” they were asked in the Quéen’s name,
“ hold your oft-sworn troth, happen what may ? Will
you obey whatever commands may be given you?
Will you sacrifice life and limb for her Majesty ?”
These questions, and some others of like purport,
were assented to with acclanmations, and the old
troth was plighted anew. The oath of the Hunga-
(rian Estates was, as it were, transferred to those of
~Austria, and adopted by them, at the moment when
the claims of an Emperor of the house of Bavaria
were agitated.

The remarkable position of the King of Prussm,

* On this subject the Acts of the Diet give ample details,
which we have here used as our authority.

c2
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when he had advanced into Moravia and threatened
Vienna, and that of the Queen his antagonist, first
appears in its full light when we consider that their
contest really had for its object the imperial Crown.
The King’s intention was not to make peace till he -
had firmly established on the throne an Emperor in
alliance with himself, and compelled the house of
- Austria to acknowledge and pay allegiance to him.
This the Queen, with her hereditary pride, refused to
" do; nor did she despair of soon saluting her consort
as Emperor, or at any rate as King of the Romans.

We know, however, that Frederick II. did not
succeed in carrying his comprehensive schemes into
effect, and was only able to maintain his own position.
The Queen, on the other hand, adhered firmly to her
designs, and now thought herself enabled, by the
peace of Breslau, to put them into execution. With
them, however, she connected other schemes.

We have remarked how much this peace cost her.
Robinson is at a loss for words to describe how in-
consolable she appeared when: the cession of Silesia
became inevitable : ““compared to which,” shesaid, “all
former grief and misery was nothing.” Nor would
she accept the peace without some prospect of com-
pensation. “ As England,” she said, ¢ especially
desired it, she hoped that, in one way or another, she
should receive compensation, and that Austria would
be put in a condition to recover its position in Europe,
and be enabled still to resist the encroachments
of the house of Bourbon, which aimed at the destruc-
tion of the general peace.”

I cannot find that any explicit promise was given
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her to that effect, but the court of St. James’s cer-
tainly sent her a declaration of its views very nearly
approaching to a promise.

Robinson, upon whom her great character and
haughty spirit, together with her misfortunes, made
a considerable impression, promised to place her
wishes in the most advantageous light to his court.
He says he could do no less, in order to give her
some consolation.* The English minister, Carteret,
sent an answer to his letter (dated the 29th of June),
to the effect that the King of England not only had
no thought of urging the Queen to make any further
concessions in Germany, as she had seemed to fear,
but was much more inclined to support her in her
demands for compensation for what she had already
lost.

This was not a formal promise, and, at all events,
it had not been discussed in the Privy Council ; sub-
sequently the other ministers often declared that they
knew nothing about it; but, in Vienna, these words
were regarded as an assurance of all that was desired
or hoped. Maria Theresa built upon them the most
extensive projects.

Nor did the hopes which she derived from Eng-
land rest merely on accidental and personal inclina-

* Robinson,19th June, to Carteret. ‘ One of the greatest diffi-
culties I have been under of late was the not being able to give
any authentick assurance of an immediate declaration on the part
of England, much less of any more intention to indemnify by
any means or other her Hungarian Majesty for the sacrifice of
Silesia. I could not do less than promise to alleviate in some
measure her present concern, by endeavouring to set her future
wishes in the most advantageous light.” ‘
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tions : after the fall of Sir Robert Walpole in 1742, .
the whole English government had taken a direction
analogous to her own. It is essential that we should
pause a moment to consider this change, which exer-
cised a powerful influence on Germany.

That a minister, upon whom a political measure
has been forced, should fall in attempting to carry it
into execution, is in the common course of things.
A change in the highest places in the state is neces-
sary to bring personal opinions into conformity with
a certain political system. A

Of the events we have before alluded to, two were
more especially laid to the charge of ministers—the
failure of the South American expedition, which was
attributed to the defective state of the troops landed,
—and the neutrality of Hanover. I shall not repeat
the common assertion, that Walpole had no notice of
this latter circumstance ; at all events the grand idea
connected with it—that of gradually placing Hanover
under a separate political administration—originated
with him. The English regarded this with great dis-
satisfaction, because they saw themselves involved in
hostilities with France, and at this moment feared to
lose in Hanover an ally who might be of use to them.
In addition to this, when the Spaniards were at
length ready to march their forces into Italy, the
English admiral offered no resistance, either to the
troops coming from Cadiz, in the Straits of Gibraltar,
nor to the combined squadron, which had sailed from
Barcelona. All the old mistrust of Walpole, the
belief in his dependence on the Bourbon courts, re-
vived ; he was thought capable not only of delivering
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up Parma to a Spanish prince, but even Gibraltar
to the King of Spain.

The importance of this state of the public mind
was augmented by the near approach of the elections,
which were to take place in the summer of 1741,
while these impressions were in all their freshness
and force. In the very first sitting of the new Par-
liament-Sir Robert was worsted. The address, which
was moved by one of his adherents in the lower house,
contained “ acknowledgments to H. M. for his royal
care in the prosecution of the war against Spain;” *
but the universal opinion was, on the contrary, that
this war had not been prosecuted with the requisite
vigour and forethought. A single speech, pronounced
in a firm, manly, and clear manner, by a compara-
tively obscure member, Mr. Philip Gibbon, was
sufficient to convince the minister that he would not
be able to carry the vote of thanks, which was, in
fact, addressed to himself. After a short reply this
clause of the address was withdrawn.4 As the main
objections to his system were founded on his conduct
of Spanish affairs, this proof of his conscious inability
to combat them implies as overwhelming a defeat as

¢ Hansard, XII. 291.

t 8th Dec. 1741. We see from the letters of his son, Horace
‘Walpole, that his conduct was not so weak as it appears from
the very incomplete notice in the Debates. Nevertheless it
shows great partiality on the part of Horace Walpole to quote
this as a day of triumph. This can only be explained by the
fact of the exaggerated accusations (*‘ wickedness, which no lan-
guage can exaggerate, and for which, as it has perhaps no ex-
ample, human kind has not yet provided a name,” p. 316) having
been repelled with a dignity that secured some sympathy.
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it was possible to experience. He remained in power
a few weeks longer, but at length yielded to the
judgment of his friends and adherents, and on the
llth of February, 1742, sent in his resignation.*
The formation of a new administration was of the
{ greabest importance, not only to England butto Europe.
-"For the first time since the accession of the house
;of Hanover there seemed & chance that the Tories,
/ who had taken an active share in the parliamentary
" struggle, would come into power. Already an ex-
pression, destined at a later period to produce great
" historical consequences, was current—that the King
would be really King of the whole nation when he
had accepted that party as ministers, and not before.+
Bui affairs were not yet ripe for so great a change;
for Sir Robert Walpole’s fall was not so much to be
ascribed to any question of internal policy as to the
national discontent at his foreign measures. His col-
leagues, the Whigs, among whom the Duke of New-
castle was beginning to play a prominent part, kept
their places; the only difference was, that they re-
placed certain discontented members of their party
who had formerly been displaced, among others
Lord Carteret, and made preparations, in conformity
with the wishes of the nation, for a more active pro-
secution of the war.

* The letter is in Coxe, IV. 255.

1 Theobjections are seen in Hansard, vol. XII. p.412, quoted
from the Secker manuscript. ¢ Lord Chancellor in the evening,
in private discourse to me, strong against taking in any Tories:
owning no more than that some of them, perhaps, were not for
the Pretender.” He afterwards gave way.
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- The nation and the Parliament were thoroughly

‘persuaded that the hostility of the Spaniards was
. solely kept alive by the French; and that France

was the power which it was chiefly necessary to com-
bat on the continent. On the 20th of March the
Commons, on the motion of the man who had led the
Opposition to Walpole, William Pulteney, unani-
mously declared themselves ready, in consideration
of the dangerous circumstances into which Europe
was thrown by the attack on the Queen of Hungary,
to apply the resources of the country to the restora-

tion of the balance of power. A large sum was then

voted for the war expenses, and a subsidy of half a
million granted to the Queen.*

For the same reason, and with a view to accom-
plish the same ends, the English took great pains to
bring about the pacification of Austria and Prussia.
How often did they remind the King of Prussia that
it was not his interest to ruin the house of Austria;
that he must trust to the Protestant powers, who
would never suffer him to be robbed of Silesia !

As soon as their object was attained by the rati-
fication of the peace of Breslau, England and Austria
began to entertain the boldest projects: the internal
movements and the external interests of the. two
powers concurred to give the same great impulse to
both.

There were but few men on either side by whom
these were discussed, or even known; on the one,
these were, besides the King of England, princi-

* The address of confidence and fidelity (Hansard, 586) con-
tains nothing more than this.
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pally Carteret and Robinson; on the other, only
the Grand Duke and the Queen, Uhlefeld and
Bartenstein ; others learned them but partially; yet
they were projects which, in their original concep-
tion and gradual developement, exercised for some
years the greatest influence over the whole course
of events, and are well worthy of being rescued from
oblivion.

The adversaries who stood opposed to the two
" powers in question were Spain, France, and Bavaria;
these were to be, if not utterly ruined, yet reduced
to a state to be no longer formidable, and the system
of the European powers to be materially altered.

In Italy, Maria Theresa thought of coming to an
understanding with Sardinia to drive the Bourbons
out of the country by their united forces.

In a letter of the 8th of July Carteret expressly
says, “ Concerning Naples and Sicily, the King
does and will do all in his power to animate his Sar-
dinian Majesty to a concurrence with the Queen of
Hungary in reconquering of those kingdoms.” The
Queen was inclined in that event to allow Sicily to
pass into the hands of Sardinia, but Naples she
intended to keep for herself; at least this was her
first thought. The possessor of Tuscany and Naples,
together with Milan, in the extent it then embraced,
must have been sovereign lord of Italy.

In Germany she entertained the hope of incorpo-
rating the greater part of Bavaria with her heredi-
tary states. She felt that it would be impossible
completely to depose the house of Wittelsbach, but,
in order to have wherewithal to indemnify it for its
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losses, Alsace and Lorraine, on the other side of the
Rhine, were to be wrested from the French, under
the pretext that they were unjustly acquired, although
the Grand Duke had accepted compensation for
the latter, and the right in them was, for the future,
to be vested not in him but in the Empire.

Nor did she for one moment lose sight of the Em-
pire itself; for an Emperor imposed on Germany by
the French could, on no condition, be tolerated
by Europe. “The wrong which the Queen had suf-
fered on this occasion must be redressed, and any
repetition of it prevented for the future.”

In order to accomplish these plans, she hoped, with
the aid of England, to conclude a new alliance with
Russia and Holland. The intention of attacking
Saxony, which she had entertained at first, she had
abandoned at the request of England, and was now
on good terms with the court of Dresden. She cal-
culated that England would, on her side, gain over
Hessen, and that thus nothing would oppose their
united will.*

I find no evidence to show that Maria Theresa

* Reflexions secretes de la cour de Vienne. Il est également
juste et indispensable que la maison de Bourbon perde une par-
tie de ce qu’elle a injustement acquis, ce qui est ’unique moyen
de relever tant soit peu la maison d’ Autriche d’arrondir ses états
du cb6té de Bavitre, en donnant un autre equivalent & I'electeur
de ce nom. . . Comme I'on ne sait déja que trop du quel pre-
Jjudice est a 1'empire et a toute I’Europe un pretendu elu empe-
reur dependant absolument des ordres de la France, il est indi-
spensable non seulement de s’opposer aux vues de cette cour a
Francfort, mais encore de Teparer les torts faits & cette occasion
A la reine et de pourvoir & P'avenir.
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hoped, as undoubtedly did the English, to draw the
King of Prussia into this system. This accounts for
George IL’s alacrity in guaranteeing Silesia the
moment it was asked, and for the sincerity of his
efforts to promote the same measure both in Russia
and Holland. ¢“The King,” says Carteret, in so
many words, *is anxious to build upon the founda-
tions he has laid, and to fix and engage his Prus-
sian Majesty irrevocably to those interests which he
has in common with the Queen of Hungary.”

The most zealous agent in the work of winning
over the King to this alliance was Lord Stair, then
charged with a similar mission to the Hague.

John Dalrymple, Earl of Stair, when a very
young man, had distinguished himself in the revolu-
tion of 1688, as an adherent of the Protestant prin-
ciples and an implacable enemy of Louis XIV.;
and had from that time shared all the changing
fortunes of the most zealous of the Whig party. At
the fall of Marlborough he was thrown into the
shade; on the accession of George I. restored to
power ; again dismissed under Walpole, and again
recalled at his fall. He was a man of the most
rigorous and honourable party-orthodoxy; never
flinching from the discussion of party questions in any
conversation, and possessing spirit and talent enough
to maintain them, whether in war or in diplomacy ;
enjoying the highest consideration among his friends ;
at the moment we are treating of far advanced in
years, but full of youthful imagination and boundless
projects. In like manner as, shortly before, the par-
tisans of the Bourbon policy had cherished the notion
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that everything they had ever wished or designed
was on the eve of accomplishment, so their adversary
was now in a similar frame of mind. - Lord Stair did
not trouble himself much with what was passing in
Italy, but mainly insisted on the expediency of re-
stricting France within narrower boundaries on her
eastern frontier. The liberties of Europe, he said,
must be secured, and a solid peace be concluded ;
not, as so often before, a mere truce under the name
of a peace. His opinion was, that the frontiers of
the Netherlands must be again advanced to the
Somme; moreover, that Lorraine, the three bishop-
ricks, Alsace, and Franche-Comté should be wrested
from France, and united to Luxemburg, to form one
state, o be given to the present Emperor as compen-
sation for Bavaria—ideas which remind us of the
schemes of Charles the Bold, or of the conferénces
which, on more than one occasion, took place between
Henry VIII. and Charles V., and which, though so
often abortive, now appeared feasible to Lord Stair,
in spite of the great accession of the power of France
on that side.* He thought that he should march in
person upon Paris from the north, at the head of

* Projet d’un plan de pacification. Que la frontiére du cité
des Pays Bas soit étendue depuis Charleville incluse jusqu'a la
Somme ; qu’il fut approprié une lisidre de pays pour servir de
barridre entre ’empire et la Frange, cette barritre commengant
au duché de Luxembourg et finissant & la Suisse, comprenant
les duchés de Bar et de Lorraine avec les trois évéchés la ville
de Strasbourg, le landgraviat d’Alsace, et le Franche-Comté;
que tous ces pays soient cedés au présent empereur en echange
de 1a Baviére et pays appartenants cedés (3 céder) & la maison
d’Autriche.



30 . THE HOUSE OF BRANDENBURG. |BOOK VIIL

a combined English and German army ; the Emperor
was to declare war upon France in his own name and
that of the Empire ; the Austrian troops would then
invade that country in great force from the Upper
‘Rhine. Stair expressed his conviction that, if Prussia
.would assist in this enterprise, France, suddenly
‘threatened on every side, and by all the sovereigns
of Europe, would not venture to offer any resist-
ance. But, we may ask, what motive had the King
of Prussia, after concluding peace, for making these
efforts? In the first place, it was said, his own secu-
rity from the overwhelming power of France ; then his
gratitude for the mediation of England ; but, above all,
a new and vast prospect was opened to him. Lord
Stair insinuated to Frederick II. that, if he aimed
at extending his territory in the direction of Poland,
he would now have no opposition to fear, either
from England or from Russia.*

In surveying the projects entertained at that time,
we seem to have a new world before us. The Spanish
Bourbons driven out of Italy, separated from France,
and forced to make peace with England. In Germany,
an Emperor with his own hereditary possessions given
up to the Empire ; all the princes of Germany united
under him in a struggle with France. Austria fully
indemnified for all her losses, whether more remote
or recent, by the possession of Naples, Bavaria, and
the enlarged province of the Netherlands. And

* Que si V. M. vouloit s’agrandir du c6té de la Prusse polo-
paise le roi d’Angleterre n’étoit pas dans des liaisons si etroites
avec la Pologne pour s’y opposer, et dans les circonstances pre-
sentes on n’auroit pas & craindre que la Russie y mit obstacle.
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since there was an ultimate design of restoring that
house to the imperial throne, the countries taken
from France (with the exception of those which the
Elector of Bavaria was to receive as indemnity for
his abdication) were eventually to fall to Austria;
while Frederick was to be permitted to execute one of
the projects of his youth, and to take possession of
Polish Prussia. Lord Stair was the first man in
whose head the idea of a general war with France
was associated with the designs upon Poland which
were realized at the second partition of that king-
dom.

* The reader will be curious to learn what Frederick
II. said to plans of this kind."

He had set himself in opposition to the French at
the moment when they sought to assume a supremacy
over Europe; but the new scheme of placing it in
the hands of Austria and her ally England was no
less dangerous. In the next place, the whole scheme
appeared to him most romantic. He wondered
how any man could even imagine the possibility of
uniting all the princes of Germany in one league,
and of calling on the already exhausted circles of the
Empire for new contributions. The vast resources
of France were well known. Such a project would
raise the whole nation, and stimulate it to the ex-
tremest exertions. When they had won several great
battles against France, had reconquered the most
important strong places in the Netherlands, and the
city of Strasburg—when they stood with a large
army under the walls of Paris, it would be time
enough to indulge in such dreams. “In the actual
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situation of things,” said Frederick, “it was like
attempting to pluck the moon from heaven with
your teeth.” And what assistance could England
give him against Poland? He asked his ambassador
if Stair was not a madman or a fool, that he could
give way to fantasies of such a kind. The minister
replied, that in all other respects Lord Stair was a
man of sense and even of talents, but that when this
string was touched he seemed no longer the same.

The policy which Frederick then meditated was
totally different. He thought that the best pro-
tection against France would be a defensive alliance
with the two maritime powers. If they wished to
destroy the preponderance of France, they must un-
questionably separate her from the Emperor Charles ;
but this could not be accomplished by the means
proposed.  Overtures to the effect degeribed had
already been made to the Emperor, and had been
promptly and decidedly rejected, because they would -
lead to a war, and to the conquest of territories to
which he had no claim. Frederick was of the same
opinion. The only means of gaining over the Em-
peror, he said, was to make proposals of a peace, such
as he could accept without making his own position
worse, and exposing himself to the scorn and ridicule
of his contemporaries and the reproaches of pos-
terity.*

So far was King Frederick from adopting the ideas
of the ardent Whigs then in power in England, that,
on the contrary, we discover the germs of an oppo-
site policy in the two countries ; which was the more

* Prussian Declaration, Tth Aug.
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important as it regarded the general direction,
which, with independent states, or independent
minds, is always the most essential.

To limit or to destroy the influence of France in
Germany was an object which may be regarded as
common to both. But England wanted to instigate
Europe to a combined attack upon France, and to
humble that power before the house of Austria; or
rather to employ the newly awakened warlike spirit
of the latter in an attack on France: she intended
that the imperial crown should revert to that house.
Prussia, on the other hand, wished to defend the
Emperor, who had been raised to the throne by an
almost unanimous vote, to give to the Empire a con-
stitution based upon the co-operation of the great
sovereign houses, and to attach Holland and Eng-
land to German interests by a defensive alliance.
Of course, in the background of the English projects
there always lay their naval war, which was not yet
fought out: Austria demanded compensation for her
losses; Prussia, on the other hand, having suc-
ceeded in establishing the most important of her
claims, desired, above all things, peace. The aim
of the former was to dispose of Bavaria at her
good pleasure, while the latter demanded its resti-
tution. ‘

The several tendencies of the great powers lie thus
clearly revealed before us. To the contemporary
world they were less evident.

England thought she might succeed in drawing
Prussia into a participation in her undertakings, or

VOL. IIL. D
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at least in keeping her from offering any opposition
to them. The King of Prussia thought it possible
to induce the two other powers to conclude a peace of
the kind he wished.
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CHAPTER IIL

PROJECT OF A PEACE IN GERMANY—SCHEMES OF
SECULARIZATION.

IN the course of the year 1742 and the beginning of
1743, it appeared as if Frederick’s policy had the
best chance of success.

Although the French still maintained a powerful
position, not only in Southern Germany, but also
in Bohemia, it was evident that they would not carry
on the war in which they were engaged with vigour:
they would have been glad to conclude an imme-
diate peace. It is almost painful to observe how
Cardinal Fleury, at the end of a political career
distinguished by various successes, when life was
ebbing, threw away his chances in search of peace.

In a letter to Marshal Konigsegg he went so far
as to decline all personal responsibility for the war
which he had hitherto carried on: he said that he
had only undertaken it at the urgent solicitation of
others. He recurred to the principles which had
always been prominently stated on occasion of a
treaty between France and Austria—that a union
of these two powers was equally necessary for the
peace of the world and the cause of religion.

But it was now his turn to deceive himself; he
fancied that Austria would listen to negotiations at

D 2
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a time when the campaign promised her the most
magnificent results.

Maria Theresa, who was fond of appealing to that
public opinion which was so favourable to her, re-
plied by printing the Cardinal's letter in the Ley-
den journal. - Nothing could be better calculated
utterly to destroy his credit both at home and
abroad. The Parisians exclaimed loudly against the
hypocritical falsehood of his conduct.

Hereupon the French bestirred themselves to
send effectual succours to their armies in Bohemia ;
the division which had been stationed under Maille-
bois on the Lower Rhine advanced, and it occasion-
ally seemed as if a serious engagement would take
place. But this was only seeming. It would be
superfluous to describe all their movements in this
place, though, at the time, they engaged universal
attention. Positive orders had been sent from Paris
to bring the army back as quickly as possible to the
Rhine. Belleisle thought that, if he promised to eva-
cuate the country, he should be able to stipulate in
return that Bavaria should be evacuated by the Aus-
trians ; but his orders were not to insist on this if he
found the difficulties too great to be overcome.* The

®* A letter from Belleisle to Amelot, wherein the Marshal
mentions the proposals made to him by the ministers, is decisive
on this point. “ Les ordres du roi sont, d’obtenir & quelque prix
que ce soit de ramener 'armée de Bohéme et méme celle du
Danube saines et sauves et honorablement en France ; vous m’a-
joutes méme dans la seconde (lettre) du 14 (Aofit) un point
bien essentiel, qui est celui de I'évacuation de la Baviére par les
Autrichiens, que j'eusse absolument exigé et duquel vous m’or-
donnes bien expressement de me desister aprés avoir employé
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officers of the army coming from the Rhine were
fully aware of this: they called themselves ¢ Matu-
rins,” 7. e. members of a monkish brotherhood, who
in the middle ages devoted themselves to the re-
demption of Christian slaves out of captivity -to the
heathen. . Maria Theresa had the good fortune to
receive authentic intelligence of these orders. No
wonder, therefore, that she rejected the offer of me-
diation, even though it had been favourably received
by the generals of her army. The disunion between
the French leaders, Maillebois, Broglie, the Count
de Saxe, and Belleisle, was such that they found it
difficult even to effect their retreat without making
any conditions at all. When at length Belleisle

_ remained alone in Prague, he had need of all his

skill to conduct his army without a defeat to Eger,
‘“ amidst obstacles and perils,” he says, * such as no
French army ever encountered.”

The remainder of that army being nearly de-
stroyed by sickness, Prague reverted to the dominion
of Austria. The inhabitants now looked upon this
as a liberation; they hailed the sway of the Kra-
lowna Maria Theresa with sincere joy.

In Germany, however, the hope began to be gene-
rally entertained that these events would contribute

_to the earlier restoration of peace. The retreat of the

French would necessarily render the Emperor more

tout ; mais si je ne puis obténir le retour des troupes du roi sans
cette dure condition, dites vous (Amelot considered this a hard
condition for Austria), le roi a pour unique objet et veut par
préférence & tout retirer ses armdes d’Allemagne et les avoir
entiéres en France.”




38 THE HOUSE OF BRANDENBURG. {BOOK VIL

/

disposed to renounce his pretensions to Bohemia.
He was, moreover, no longer satisfied with his allies,
who had hardly shown the slightest care for his
interests in their last negotiations. In the autumn
of 1742, De la Rosée, an ambassador from the
imperial court, gave the Prussian ambassador dis-
tinctly to understand, though rather by hints than
in express terms, that his master might be induced
to conclude a peace, even without the King of
France.

/ But the fact that the defeat of the French was by

' no means complete, and that they still retained pos-
session, not only of Eger and the Upper Palatinate, but
also of the greater part of Bavaria, probably led to
the expectation that the Queen might be disposed to
grant the Emperor a peace on tolerable terms, in
case he would detach himself from France.

To effect this, and at the same time to maintain

the Empire in the form it now wore, was the leading

- aim of King Frederick II. during the years 1742
and 1743. If he could succeed in this, bring the
alliance with the maritime powers to a conclusion,
and then establish a permanent good understanding
with Austria, he thought that his position would be
horoughly secure.

" He charged Count Dohna, the ambassador whom
{he sent again to Vienna, towards the end of the year
1742, in his secret instructions, to direct all his efforts
to the consolidation of the understanding which now
existed between the two courts, and to the complete
extirpation of all distrust and jealousy; for that
upon this depended the balance of Europe and the
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common welfare of Loth houses and both nations.
Dohna was particularly ordered to try to discover
on what conditions the Queen would consent to make
peace with the Emperor. He thought it still pos-
sible that she would rather conclude it through
the mediation of France than of England.*

Dohna was extremely well received ; the Empress
Dowager spoke with admiration of the great quali-
ties of the King, whom she regarded as a member of
her family ; she formally recommended her daughter
to his good will. Maria Theresa almost apologized
for having at the beginning of her reign, while yet
young, inexperienced, and in a state naturally of great
agitation and distress, so absolutely rejected ‘the
King’s proposals: she saw with pleasure that some
Prussian officers were come to make the campaign in
her army, but she should not be entirely satisfied till
she saw the Prussian troops fighting by the side of
her own, to defend her against the unjust aggressions
of the French. In the course of the conversation
with the General she drew a comparison between the
two armies, and appeared greatly to give the prefer-
ence to the Prussian. As to the Emperor, whose
affairs had been alluded to by Dohna, she declared
herself perfectly ready to make peace with him, in
spite of all the mischief he had wrought her ; but she
should demand three things in return—first, the as-

* Tous vos soins doivent se tourner & tout ce qui pourra
tendre 4 affermir cette paix et & établir sur un pied solide et sta-
ble la présente bonne harmonie et amitié¢ entre les deux états, et
deraciner tout sujet de méfiance, d’aigreur et de jalousie et
d’éloignement secret entre les deux cours.
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surance that he would never again attempt to exclude
the Bohemian vote, which Prussia must guarantee ;
secondly, the promise that her husband should be
created King of the Romans; and lastly, liberty to
rosecute the war with France (who had likewise
behaved in an offensive manner to the Emperor, and
was jealous of Frederick II.) with all her might.
These words betray the difference in the views of
the two parties ; but the main thing was to conclude
ce in Geermany, and to that the Queen assented.
/  Immediately after the peace of Breslau, Frederick
" had concluded a defensive alliance with England.”

./ In this case, too, the two parties were far from
eoming to a complete understanding. The King of
Prussia wished above all things to settle the dis-
puted question of the succession in Mecklenburg and
East Friesland. * If we can take this thorn out of
our foot,” said he, “the union of the two houses
cannot again be troubled ; if not, the quarrel is only
deferred.” But the ministry of George II. could not
be induced to consent. On his side, Frederick would
not allow that his own obligation to defend Hanover
extended to the case of George II. undertaking an
offensive war. At length, however, he acquiesced,
chiefly from the consideration that it would be in-
jurious to the interests of Prussia herself, if Hanover,
under any circumstances whatever, were invested by
the French.* With the greatest reluctance, and in

* Frederick: “Quand méme nous ne serions pas ami du roi
d’Angl”, la bonne politique ne permettroit pourtant pas que
nous souffrions les troupes frangaises dans le pays d’Hannovre.”
He demauded an article in which the King of England should
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the worst possible humour, he signed the original

copy of this alliance.

/” But after this had once taken place, it was followed
/by negotiations in favour of the Emperor on the
" part of Prussia. King George, reminded by Frederick

that he ought not now to permit the laws and rights

of the Empire to be violated towards the Emperor,
to whom he had given his vote, declared himself, on

his side, ready to endeavour to procure for him a

peace consistent with his dignity. It was only neces-

sary to find the conditions.
Having stated what were the plans of Austria, we
must now mention those of Bavaria.
It was distinctly felt by the members of the house
~ of Wittelsbach that they could neither retain the
imperial dlgmty in perpetuity, nor reckon on an
inheritance such as had seemed possible a year be-
fore; yet they could not resolve to return to their
. former position. They conceived the project of
raising Bavaria to the rank of a kingdom, and en-

larging it to such an extent that it might raise a
‘revenue of six millions, and maintain an army of

40,000 men.*

promise immediately afterwards to conclude a convention with

regard to these two successions ; but this too was refused, as some
misunderstanding might in this case have arisen with the Dutch

with regard to East Friesland. On the 14th of November, 1742,

Frederick agreed to sign, but with the understanding, that even

without a special article something should be done about the

other treaty.

* As early as July 1742 the Emperor declared, ¢ qu’il lui
étoit impossible de renoncer & la dignité royale, qu’ainsi 8'il
falloit absolument sacrifier le royaume de Bohéme il se flattoit et
esperoit qu’on voudroit lui arrondir la Baviére de fagon qu’elle
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These general views afterwards assumed the form
of more determinate schemes.
The Emperor did not abandon the hope of extort-
ing some concession from Austria; his claims seemed
too well founded, he could not answer it to his
descendants, to renounce them without compensation ;
be reckoned on acquiring Upper Austria, a part of
Tyrol, and even flattered himself that he should
obtain the circles of Bohemia lying nearest to
Bavaria.
But, as even these acquisitions would not raise him
to the degree of power he deemed necessary, another
plan connected with the foregoing was suggested ;
perbaps the most extensive broached during this
period so rife with projects.
In the very centre of the affairs of the Empire,—
“in the midst of the negotiations of the nearly-related
Catholic courts,—a thought arose, which at a later
period, in a totally different state of the world, in-
‘deed, was destined to give a new shape to Western
“Germany :—a secularization of church property on
'a-great scale, combined with the mediatization of
gome of the most important of the imperial cities, as
elements out of which to found this new kingdom of
Bavaria.

The Emperor was afterwards induced by the

fut erigé en royaume, qu’il remettoit & V. M. et au roi d’An-
gleterre comment ils feront cette distribution, soit par quelques
cercles de la Bohéme du csté de Bavidre, soit du Tyrol ou des
Pais Bas, ou d’une partie de la Suabe, pourvu qu'il lui restat un
revenu de 6 millions pour soutenir la dignité imp* et pour en-
tretenir une armée de 40™ h.”
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arguments of the Nuncio and of his own confessor to
renounce this plan, which, indeed, was made known
to the public with many exaggerations; but at that
time he spoke of it with great openness. The
scheme wus, however, matured rather by the minis-
ters of the Palatinate than by himself or his own
ministers ; and indeed it may be conjectured that it
originated with the former.*

Filled with dynastic ambition, elated by the posi-
tion acquired by the house of Wittelsbach, and
determined, if possible, to maintain it, towards the
ohd of 1742 they brought forward a scheme in all its
{details, according to which Bavaria, in order to con-
istitute a kingdom, should receive the following
addltlons +—1st, Upper Austria, the Vorlande, and
the Swabian possessions, together with certain fron-
tier towns of Tyrol. 2nd, The contiguous large
circles of Bohemia; Bechin, Prachin, Pilsen, and
Ellenbogen. 3rd, Certain imperial cities, among
them Ulm and Augsburg. 4th, The bishopricks of
Salzburg, Passau, Freising, Ratisbon, Eichstidt,
and Augsburg. 5th, Neuburg and Sulzbach, for
which the Palatinate was to be indemnified by the

* I find the matter first mentioned in a despatch of Kling-
grif’s, dated Frankfort, 24th November, 1742. He had been told,
¢ qu’on pourroit recourir & une secularisation de quelques évéchés
pour faire quelques conveniences pour un équivalent & S. M.
Imp"”, comme on avoit agi & la paix de Westphalie.” On the
27th of November, the more detailed plan was submitted to
him. On the 8th of December, the Emperor wished some third
party to take up this matter. On the 13th of December, his
Envoy Rosée regularly brought forward the demand for the

6,000,000 florins ; it was thought best at Berlin to persuade
the court of London to agree to this.
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acquisition of Limburg and the bishopricks of Worms
and Speier. In order to avoid disturbing the con-
stitution of the Empire and provoking the resistance
of the Catholic church by the dissolution of the
bishopricks, both the bishops and the chapters were
to be endowed with an independent revenue, and
to be allowed to retain their votes at the Diet;
but their territories were to be incorporated with the
new kingdom.

Thus, then, these schemes of rounding and of
secularization, which have caused so violent a con-
vulsion in more recent times, meet us, though not
yet - mature, on every side, at the period now be-
fore us.

- Frederick, however earnestly he might wish to
‘strengthen the hands of Bavaria —especially as the
. actual possessor of the imperial crown—can hardly be
" suspected of having acquiesced in this plan. He

thought the stipulation of a fixed revenue and a
determined number of troops, chimerical ; those were
things which could only be obtained by a powerful
army and vigorous exertions. If any cession of ter-
ritory were to be demanded of the house of Austria,
it must, as it appeared to him, be of trifling extent,
and only for the sake of equalizing and facilitating a
settlement of differences; demands such as those
abovenamed he declined even communicating to the
court of Vienna ; he had not the remotest claim to
the degree of consideration there which would be
necessary to ensure their reception.

. The idea of a secularization of religious founda-
’ tions, on the other hand, he embraced with as wmuch
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ur as if it had been his own affair, and imme-
diately proposed it to the English court. It will be
impossible,” said he, ¢ to induce the Emperor to make
peace and to separate himself from France, unless
some advantage be offered him ; and this must either
be conceded by the Queen, or an equivalent must be
found :” as the former was impossible—for he him-
self could not think of urging her to make new
concessions — they must adhere to the latter, and
he saw no other solution of the difficulty than to
revert to the means employed at the peace of West-
phalia—the secularization of some bishopricks and
abbeys. This would injure nobody, offend nobody,
but the higher Catholic clergy ; but he did not think
it necessary to pay any heed to them, when the wel-
fare of the country was at stake.

Upon this, a few days afterwards, he founded the
formal proposition to unite the bishopricks of Salz-
’burg, Eichstdadt, Freisingen, Ratisbon, Augsburg,

and, further, the cities of Augsburg, Ratisbon, and
Ulm, with Charles VII.’s hereditary domains of
Bavaria. He did not mention Passau, because he
was of opinion that it would be better to give this to
Austria, in order to incline the Queen to abandon
her Swabian possessions to the Emperor; for he
would hardly renounce his right to the succession, if
some part, were it even a small one, of the great
inheritance did not fall to him.

/~ Nor was the affair by any means rejected by
"England. The government of that country would
not consent to the mediatization ; it only admitted
that Ratisbon, which had always been claimed by
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Bavaria, might be ceded to her, but not Protestant
cities, like Augsburg and Ulm, whose commercial
connexion with Switzerland and Holland entitled
them to peculiar consideration. To the seculariza-
tion she had nothing to object, if Austria acquiesced
in it.

It was not thought that Austria would oppose that
measure on religious grounds ; at least, in a discussion
at Vienna of another plan, more agreeable to the pre-
vailing wishes—compensation to the Emperor in
Alsace for the sacrifices demanded of him—it had
been suggested that he might sequester the bishoprick
of Strasburg if he liked.*

If we pause a moment to consider the general
/ features of this plan, we shall find it impossible to
_believe that it could have been confined to a dissolu-

tion of the foundations specified. Hessen already
stretched out her hand to seize some neighbouring
abbeys ; Hanover was said to be trying.to appro-
priate Hildesheim and Osnabriick for ever; some
others were destined to Saxony ; it is impossible to
suppose that the King of Prussia would not also take
possession of a few bishopricks (indeed it was said in
Berlin that Miinster had been offered to him), though
at present he prudently avoided expressing any
wishes of the kind.

As things stood in Germany, this change, at one
time or another, was inevitable. The contrast be-

* Robinson, 30th Jan., 1748 :" “ The Grand Duke said that,
as to Bavaria, which was however no equivalent for Silesia, he
would for his part give the Elector all that could be conquered
from France, when he might secularise Strasburg if he pleased.”
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tween the Catholic part of Germany, in which the
church rested on endowments, and the Protestant,
where the basis of its organization was territorial—
a contrast which had hitherto divided Germany into
two hostile parties, differing in manners, opinions,
literature, and learning—had no longer a meaning,
since a renewal of struggles which might terminate
in the extinction of one of these parties was no longer
probable ; on the contrary, the most powerful of the
Protestant states was naturally led by its extension
of territory, and by the spirit which characterized it,
to afford the Catholics every protection they could
desire. In the sixteenth century, the plan had been
to transform the chapters into secular electorates (in
order that the necessity for self-defence might - not
present an obstacle to the spread of Protestantism),
and to detach the spiritual functions from the tem-
poral power ; now, the prominent idea in the Catholic
courts was, to effect this separation of the secular
and the spiritual in another manner, viz. to se-
quester the estates and to maintain the bishopricks in
the exercise of their functions. The question is,
whether this scheme was practicable, and by what -
means ; but the experiment would have been worth
trying. For, in the first place, the rupture with the
past would not have been absolute, as it was in the
measures subsequently adopted ; it would have ad-
mitted of transitions and adaptations of the state of
civilization prevailing under the ancient Empire to
the circumstances and wants of modern society ; so
far as we can judge of the prevailing ideas of the
time, the forms of the Empire would have been far
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‘more preserved. A dissolution of the spiritual elec-
" torates was as yet a thing wholly out of calculation.

Wiirzburg and Bamberg would probably have re-
tained their power; the ‘quality of member of the
states of the Empire would not have been extin-
guished in the case of the bishopricks. It would have
been no slight advantage that the transformation
would have been a purely German work. France
would have had little or no share in it, for the proxi-
mate object of all these measures was, to extricate
the Empire from the grasp of that power ; nor would
Russia, who was still a stranger to them all in their
general bearings, have interfered ; everything would
have depended on the concord between the prin-
cipal German rulers. Frederick II. most truly
said, ¢ If the courts of Vienna, Berlin, Frankfort,
and London are agreed, no power in the world can
prevent their carrying this scheme into execution.”*
At the court of London, the interests of Germany
were felt to be identical with those of England. Lord
Carteret said that, as an Englishman, it was nothing
to him if all the bishopricks in Germany were secu-
larized ; but that he doubted whether his sovereign,
as Elector of the Empire, could accede to it. In
Hanover, undoubtedly, people were less scrupulous.
The ideas which distinguish modern from elder

_Germany were already afloat on another point; not

only Bavaria, but Saxony, claimed to be created a

* 5th May. Aussitot que ’empereur et moi nous serons
d’accord avec les cours de Londres et de Vienne et que S. M*
Imp" ne manque pas a Elle méme, on fera la chose et on lais-
sera crier les bigots.
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ﬁngdom, this was partly attributable to rivalry
~between the two Archduchesses, daughters of Joseph,
—the Empress, and the Queen of Poland. The
Emperor Charles was inclined to nominate the Land-
grave of Hessen-Cassel an Elector of the Empire;
but in order to preserve the balance, it was suggested
that an electorate should be created out of the Arch-
duchy of Austria, and placed under the Grand Duke
of Tuscany.

Had a new lmperml government, and one not
necessarily vested in the house of Austria, arisen
as the head of this transformed community, what
splendid renown would Charles VII. have won by
accomplishing a change of such magnitude and im-
portance !

It must be confessed, in the first place, that he did
not set about the work with the requisite vigour and
firmness ; but independent of this, if there had ever
been the smallest hope of obtaining the assent of the
court of Vienna, that'hope was at length wholly
abandoned.

On the very first proposal, the English ministry
remarked that there was one point which Austria
would never concede ; she would never permit the
territory of Salzburg to passinto the hands of Bavaria,
since that province was the key to the interior of
Austria: and, indeed, how was it possible to imagine
that Austria would consent to render this same
Bavaria, which, in the course of ages, had often been
troublesome and hostile, and was now become ex-
tremely dangerous to her, more important and
independent than she already was, even could she

VOL. Il E
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do so without any actual loss? On the contrary,
/what the Queen wanted was, to rid herself of Bavaria
\for ever. If, during the time when her armies were
fighting out the conflict in Bohemia, the advance of
the allied troops of France and Bavaria, and the
return of the Emperor to the capital of his here-
ditary dominions, made little impression on her, it
was because she reckoned with confidence on regain-
ing her ascendancy the next spring, by the aid of
her veteran and warlike troops. If she had ever
listened in any degree to the claims of the Emperor,
it was only to a proposal for an indemnity propor-
tioned to his former possessions, never to that of the
restoration of those same possessions.

To this was added another consideration of general
import. The spiritual estates had invariably been
‘the best allies of the house of Habsburg, especially
in the internal affairs of the Empire. There was
a strong and intimate connexion between them and
the corporation of the higher nobility, which sat
in the chapters and constituted a great and im-
portant following throughout the Empire. The
court of Vienna was extremely displeased that the
idea of applying the domains of Passau as an in-
demnity had been made public, considering the dis-
content that it might be expected to excite in the
chapter and throughout the territory.* Austria did

* The very thought of the secularization of Passau, when
known to the good, pious Cardinal of that church, to the rich,
powerful .chanoines all of the first families of these countries, and
to the very burghers of the town and inhabitants of its terri-

tories commanding the several borders of the Inn, the Danube,
andtheIlz . . .
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not for one moment resign the hope of regaining
possession of the imperial power; and, according to
all former experience, without the support of the
spiritual estates, this hope must have proved illusory.
" But these schemes, if not acted upon, might yet

- serve as a pretext for hostility.

- Had the Emperor communicated the outlines of

. them to the King of Prussia alone, the secret would

have been kept, and his name would not have been

‘mixed up with them. But the Palatine ministers

very imprudently suffered themselves to be persuaded
to submit their schemes, in considerable detail and
with various modifications, to persons who had no
scruple in divulging them to others. Indeed many
thought that they had been designedly entrapped
into making these projects public. No sooner,

" however, had the Austrian court obtained a state-

. ment of them which had somewhat of an official

character, than it opposed them with its wonted and,
in this case, very justifiable violence. ¢ The court
of Frankfort,” says a manifesto published in March,
1743, “is as overbearing and oppressive to the weak
as it is erouching and abject towards the strong; it
cares for nothing but its ill-acquired dignity: in
order to found a kingdom of Bavaria it is ready to
reduce those who hold immediately of the Empire to
the condition of subjects of particular states, to
crush the members of the Swabian and Franconian
circles, and especially to destroy the most respected
and important spiritual estates. The Queen is also
perfectly aware that she too might make and en-
force various demands ; but she would not burthen
E2
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her conscience with the confiscation of property con-
secrated to the church.” The excitement caused by
this manifesto, both in the Empire and in all monas-
teries and chapters, may easily be imagined ; it pro-
duced exactly the desired effect. For a time nothing
else was talked of, and in the end the Emperor was

-forced to disclaim the whole project.

Nor was this the only quarter in which the ven-
tilation of these schemes was followed by the worst

‘consequences. An article in them (and, what is

more, in the part more recently added)®*—setting
forth, that, if a territory of sufficient extent to raise a
revenue of six millions could not be immediately
obtained for Bavaria, the Austrian Netherlands
should be delivered over to her as a sort of pledge—
threw Holland into the same ferment as the eccle-
siastical estates of Germany. The Republic felt it
to be intolerable that her barriers should fall into
the hands of a prince whom, spite of all the King
of Prussia could say, she believed to be attached by
indissoluble ties to France. The promise that the
investment of the Netherlands was to be only tem-
porary could deceive nobody—it must be permanent;

* We must refer the first of these plans to November, 1742,
the second to January, 1743. 1In the former the chief point was
the secularization, in the latter the mortgage : ¢ Les morceaux cy
dessus mentionnés ne rapportant guéres plus de 2 ou 3 millions
de revenus, il reste donc au moins 3 millions a trouver.” The
Netherlands, however, were to make up the difference: to the
annoyance of Frederick, the cessions to be made by Austria
were retained in both plans. Subsequently the planfof seculariza-
tion was again adopted ; there was no lack of projects concerning
the new kingdom, '
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for where could Bavaria ever find or acquire a terri-
tory of the extent required ?
Thus, then, not only were the schemes of secular-
%zation abandoned almost as soon as they arose, but
all hopes of peace vanished with them.
< In the summer of 1743 a trial of strength, between
‘Austria and England on the one side, and the
., Emperor and the French on the other, became
i inevitable. On the issue of this, if the King of
| Prussia did not interpose, depended the whole
' future form and aspect of Germany.
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CHAPTER 1IV.

FORTUNES OF THE COMBINED ARMS OF AUSTRIA AND
ENGLAND IN THE YEAR 1743.

’I/N the summer of 1743 an English army of 16,000
.men was sent over to the Austrian Netherlands:
the same number of Hanoverians were taken into
“the pay of England, and were principally quartered
in the same country. Including a corps of Hessians
and the Austrians already stationed there, they
formed an army of more than 40,000 men, with
which Lord Stair hoped to invade the northern pro-
‘\v_inces of France and to march upon Paris.

This project was, however, gradually regarded,
even in England, as impracticable ; and after various
deliberations it was thought expedient (in conformity
with the wishes of Austria) to march upon Germany,
and there, in the territory of the Empire, to engage
the Emperor and the French at the same time,
and thus to break by force the alliance which they
did not choose to dissolve by concessions.* In

* The alteration must have been adopted as early as the month
of November, 1742. ¢ Mercredi passé,” says Stair in one of his
despatches from Ghent, 21 de ce mois (November), le duc
d’Aremberg arriva a Ostende et m'apporta le lendemain (22)
I'ordre de marcher en Allemagneavec toutes les troupes qui sont
sous mes commandements.” Nevertheless it was some time be-
fore the parties agreed to carry the project into execution.
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February, 1743, the Hanoverians, who were en-
camped in Brabant, recrossed the Maes ; the English
marched from their quarters on the French frontier
towards Brabant; the whole army, with the excep-
tion of the Hessians, who refused to fight against
the . Emperor, advanced upon the Lower Rhine.
The Dutch, among whom the war-party had become
predominant in consequence of the projects of paci-
fication which we have just described, were also ready
to join in this movement. The chief organs of the
two maritime powers displayed wonderful enthusiasm.
The English and the Dutch thought themselves
- called upon to restore the state of things which had
‘existed in Germany forty years before, at the time
of the Spanish war of succession, and had no doubt
of success: they were confident that all the princes
of the Empire would unite with them. In a short
time the world would see, if not an Emperor, at least
a King of the Romans, of the house of Austrian
Lorraine.

We shall not attempt to accompany the army on
its march. In the month of May we find it in the
neighbourhood of Frankfort (which the Emperor, as
we have said, had quitted), where the Austrians
established their head-quarters at Hochst, the
English and Hanoverians at Gutleuthaus. These
troops were regarded as a sort of ethnographical
curiosity : the Hanoverians attracted notice by their
continual alternations between violent squabbles and
disorders and edifying devotions; still more were
people struck by the well-fed looks of the English-
men, the money in their pockets, and the number
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of them who wére accompanied by their wives ; they
made a very good figure, it was said, in their scarlet
coats and with their handsome fire-arms and accou-
trements. They were strongly built in the chest
and limbs, excellently fitted to endure fatigue and
hardships. The King of Prussia would delight in
reviewing them, and if they were drilled in his fashion
they would look twice as well. Towards the Germans
they were affable enough ; at the sight of the French-
men the blood rushed to their faces.

. Whilst they were waiting here, the war, in which
. they had come to take an active part, had already
i been decided in another place against the Emperor
“and the French.

Had it depended on the will of the Emperor; he
would have hazarded another attack upon the Aus-
trians ; but neither the German nor the French
generals around him thought this practicable ; they
deemed it more expedient to post themselves in an
enormous line, extending from Braunau, on the Inn,
to Dingolfing, on the Isar, and then along the latter
river as far as Plattling and Deggendorf, whence
some posts even reached Eger. It was in any
case an act of madness to attempt a defensive
position of such measureless extent; but especially
in this, where not only the military leaders, but the
nations, were disunited. The Emperor possessed
so little real consideration, that Broglie always ap-
peared to do expressly what was most disagreeable
to him.

As early as the beginning of May the Austrians
broke the connexion between the several quarters
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extending from the Isar to the Inn.* Khevenhiiller
immediately fell upon Braunau, where Greneral Mi-
nuzzi, with his Bavarians, was compelled to sur-
render, notwithstanding the gallant resistance they
made ; Daun attacked Dingolfing, where the Pandurs
and Croats made a fearful massacre of the French
troops ; while the Prince de Conti, to whom a com-
mand had been given, rather because he wished it
than because he inspired any confidence, was unable
to maintain himself at Deggendorf.

After these losses Broglie thought himself fully
justified in withdrawing all his troops to Ingolstadt ;
nor did he think it advisable to remain even there.
On the first approach of Prince Charles he moved
up the course of the Danube, and so through Swabia
to the Rhine. His march, with a body of sixty
battalions and one hundred squadrons, was a continual
retreat pursued by Hussars and Pandurs.

It was a campaign, like the former one, under-
taken less for the defence of the Emperor than for
the appearance of a defence. At Paris, people’s only
solicitude was to see the army safe back again; and
the chief reproach made against the general, that he

* It was said at Paris of Marshal Broglie, that he had pur-
poeely withdrawn some of his advauced posts in order to prevent
the Emperor from acting on the offensive. The statement of the
Austrian envoy at Berlin was most explicit: ¢ qu’on devoit cet
avantage & la conduite et P'inaction de M’ de Broglie, qui s'étoit
laisser intimider par I’enlevement du partisan de la Croix avec
son petit detachement de Pfarrkirchen, et avoit retiré toutes ses
troupes derritre I'Iser : que sans cette retraite M* de Khevenhul-
ler n’auroit pas tenté d’attaquer M' de Minuzzi.”
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bad thought too much of the Emperor, and need-
lessly sacrificed a great number of French officers.

¢ Charles VIL thus found himself shamefully aban-
‘doned and exposed to his enemies. Almost without
knowing how, at all events without a single serious
‘battle, he had a second time lost Bavaria. His own
army had followed the French as far as Ingolstadt,
and Broglie thought that it should continue to
do so.

But this was a point which the Emperor, who was
gone to Augsburg, could not now be brought to
concede. At length he found it necessary to do
what had often been suggested—to separate himself

m the French. He reflected that he should
otherwise expose himself to the suspicion of de-
signedly retreating out of his own country in order to
transfer the seat of war from that to other provinces;
that, on the other hand, if he endeavoured to spare
the territory of the Empire, he might reckon in
return on its support. He, therefore, gave orders to
his troops to retreat into the neutral territory without
any further hostilities, even against the Austrians,
unless attacked by them. He styled them the Neu-
tral Army of the Empire, and declared that they
should unite with the troops of the circle to maintain
the security of the Empire.*

* We have here followed a statement made by Seckendorf
himself, in a letter to Frederick, dated 4th July: ¢ 1’empereur
m’ordonna par écrit de me retirer avee les troupes dans les cercles
auxquels il avoit fait declarer que son armée n’y entroit que
comme une armée de I'empereur et de I'empire pour la conser-
vation de la sireté publique.”
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- The chief motive to this line of conduct was, that
the King of England, who in the mean time had
joined his army on the Main, continued to urge the
Emperor to follow a similar course; and in that case
held out hopes of the restoration of his dominions.

»” The Austrian generals assented to the neutrality

i of the imperial army under certain conditions. A
formal convention to that effect was signed in the
convent of Niederschonfeld between Seckendorf and
Khevenhiiller.

It seemed as if the affair had now reached its
termination, both in a military and political point
of view, when suddenly a second French army ap-
peared in the field. Though the French consented
to give up Bavaria or so remote a country as Bo-
hemia, they could not endure that the English should
restablish themselves on the Middle Rhine, in their
neighbourhood, and decide the fortunes of Geermany.
In order to counterbalance their influence, an army,
collected with great effort, advanced upon the Lower
Main under the Duke de Noailles.

Whether from political jealousy, or from a sudden
outbreak of the old national antipathy, or from a
soldier’s thirst for glory, Noailles was no less rash in
attack than Broglie had been prompt to retreat, and
an engagement immediately ensued on the 27th of
June, 1743, at Dettingen, which, if it cannot be
numbered among the great battles of the century, was
at least a combat of a very remarkable character.

The allied army was on that day marching along
the right bank of the chain from Aschaffenburg
back to Hanau, where they expected reinforcements.
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Noailles conceived the plan of attacking them on their
road ; and at Seligenstadt, just half way, he crossed
over also to the right bank. A few well-directed
batteries at Dettingen were to arrest the enemy’s
progress till he could attack them with the whole of
his forces. In this he succeeded ; the allies found
themselves compelled to make a halt on an unfavour-
able ground, which did not allow them to distribute
‘their troops to advantage. Had the French held
.back till they could bring their whole force into the
feld, they might easily have obtained a great victory.
But the young nobility of France were fired with an
ardour to attack the English, as burning as in the
days of Cressy and Poictiers. The Duke de Gram-
mont, colonel of the French Garde—a post which
Charri the Brave and Philip Strozzi had once illus-
trated by their brilliant exploits—surrounded by gal-
lant comrades of illustrious race, led on his high-
spirited band against the enemy before the pre-

parations were concluded, and was followed by other
troops. His charge actually broke the English
cavalry ; and another was about to be made upon the
Duke of Ahremberg, who had formed a brigade -of
different arms—cavalry, grenadiers, and artillery.
The result was as follows:—In pursuance of a
system of tactics which had already been tried more
than once, the Austrian cavalry opened their lines as
the French advanced; the latter rushed upon the
grenadiers, who also, after some resistance, gave way.
Confident of victory, the French dashed forwards,
when suddenly they found themselves in face of the
enemy’s guns, which made terrible havoc among
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them, while their extremities on both sides were
attacked by the grenadiers and cavalry, who had
formed again, so that the destruction of this column
was the work of a moment.* And now the English
infantry, who had hitherto been held back by their
King, rushed upon the already shaken line with all
the fury of national hatred. It was reported that
Englishmen were seen to strike their enemy dead
with the butt end of their muskets; and that some
of their women rushed into the ranks, and, seizing
weapons, avenged the death of their husbands. The
French saw that their attack had utterly failed, and
were happy that they were not pursued with still
greater energy.

A few days after the battle, in order to make
it appear that he had not been beaten, Marshal de
Noailles made a movement forward; but towards ,
_ the end of July he thought it advisable to retreat
across the Rhine, where he was soon after joined by
Broglie.

The allies were thus completely masters on the
right bank of the Rhine: it now remained to be seen
how they would manage the affairs of Geermany.

The King of England had been previously ac-
quainted with the treaty of neutrality above men-
tioned, and had already invited Cbarles VII. to
return to Frankfort, where he said everything should
be arranged ; + he had repeatedly promised the King

* Extract from a letter, dated Frankfort, 6th July, 1743, in
Klinggrifen’s despatches.

t Among others the Prince of Hessen sent a message to him,
a8 he himself says on 12th June, 1743, “que si S. M* Impe-
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“of Prussia that he would neither suffer the Emperor
to be stripped of his hereditary estates, nor the
imperial dignity to be insulted in his person.

Accordingly, immediately after the battle, nego-
tiations for peace were set on foot, and seemed to
promise a successful issue.

The Emperor, in whose name Prince William of
Hessen negotiated, declared himself ready to re-
nounce his claims to the Austrian hereditary domi-
nions, to acknowledge Maria Theresa as Queen of
Hungary and Bohemia, to allow the validity of the
vote of Bohemia in the affairs of the Empire, to
dismiss the French from the fortified places which
they still held, and to garrison the frontier fortresses

with imperial troops. In return for all this, his prin-

cipal stipulation was, the restoration of his own heredi-
tary domains. He reiterated the demand that his
revenues should be raised to a suitable sum, and that
his descendants should enjoy kingly rank ; but, in the
first place, as the French subsidies would now fall off,
he required to be 'provided from other sources with
the means necessary for upholding the imperial dignity.
A preliminary agreement to this effect was actually
concluded. The King of England bound himself
by a secret article to the payment of subsidies; and
the Emperor declared himself ready, in conjunction
with the Empire, to assist in forcing the French to
consent to a general peace.* :

riale vouloit prendre de la confiance au roi d’Angleterre, que
I’on feroit pour elle tout ce qui serait possible, et que 1’on iroit
peut-&tre au deld de son attente.”

* Projet et idées d’accommodement emtre S. M. Imp" et Ia
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Things had been successfully conducted so far
"that even the King of Prussia, who immediately sent
an ambassador to the camp of Hanau, raised no ob-
jection; the only reservation he made was that he
should not be called upon to draw the sword against
the French, with whom he had concluded an alliance
for fifteen years. '

A great point would have been gained had it been
possible to secure peace for the Empire in its actual
condition, although more under the influence of
Hanover and England than he would have wished ;
the work of the year 1741 would not have been de-
stroyed, and—what was more important than all— .
Austria would have been compelled to submit to the
authority of an Emperor of another house. The
treaties were in such a state of preparation that they
wanted only the signatures and the last binding word.

Nevertheless, as often happened in those times,
that word was not uttered, and everything was again
. thrown into doubt and uncertainty.

If we investigate the grounds of this failure, we
shall find that it was then generally attributed (and,
it must be admitted, with the greatest appearance of
probability) to the duplicity of Lord Carteret and
George II. But Lord Carteret was by no means so

reine d’'Hongrie, July 40. According to the 2nd article the
Emperor and the Empire were to co-operate ‘& obliger la
France & consentir 3 une paix stable et générale de 1’Europe.”
There was a proviso that the Emperor should be able ¢ d ’aug-
menter ses revenus d’une fagon solide a perpetuité et convenable
A sa dignité imperiale aussi bien qu'au lustre de sa maison.”
Carteret introduced several changes into the project, whereby,
however, he showed his approval of it.
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much considered by the dominant Whig party, nor
the King himself so powerful, that they could have
decided by themselves in an affair of this magnitude ;
they had laid the basis of the proposed peace before
Parliament, by which it was at once rejected.
~The English ministers saw in the Emperor an ally
.‘of France. Now, all the subsidies they had fur-
nished, the troops they had sent into the field or
taken into their pay, were for no other purpose than
to combat France, and, in the first instance, this her
most attached ally. Prussia they had only wished to
/detach from France; Bavaria they wanted to pull
wn, and to restore the power of Austria, from
whom they would not readily have to fear any sym-
pathy with the French. In this project they were
only afraid lest they might be thwarted by some
partial Hanoverian interests, as had been the case
in 1741.*
It happened just then that the letters from the

army were filled with complaints of the preference -

which George I1. showed to the Hanoverians over
the English. Lord Stair, especially, who had played
so great a part in the commencement of the war,
was thrown into the background ; not consulted, ac-
cording to custom, on the filling up of appointments,
and sometimes not even asked to take part in the
council of war. The retreat from Aschaffenburg to
Hanau was undertaken without his knowledge, the
order of battle adopted without even hearing his
opinion. After the battle his advice was, that the army
should without delay cross the Main lower down, cut

* Coxe: Henry Pelham, L p. 75.

—— -, o it
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off the French from the Rhine, and attack them:
and indeed something of the kind was expected in
England. Tnstead of this, appeared a treaty of peace,
by which the nation was to be bound to pay fresh
subsidies to a prince regarded as incurably devoted
to the French. The English ministers saw in this
nothing but the selfish work of Hanoverian interests,
to which Lord Carteret was thought to have yielded
in order to please the King, whom he now accom-
panied. They would not hear of it, and in this they
were supported by the general temper of the nation.
People said that they had not expended countless
treasure, only to be duped again in negotiation,
as had happened to them so often within the last
twenty years.

/ Hereupon Lord Carteret was obliged, to the
hstonishment of the world, to break off the negotia-
tions.* He blushed, as he declares, < at the sight of
the men with whom he had been treating:” with a
reserve, easy to be understood and not entirely to be
condemned, he endeavoured to conceal the real state
of things; the only effect of which was that all the
blame was thrown on himself and the King. The
Prussian ambassador was astonished at his. evasions,
which sometimes even degenerated into grammatical
quibbles ; he regarded them as the result of a natural

* The Emperor complained most bitterly : ¢ Ayant sur les in-
stances reiterées du roi d’Angleterre donné un plein pouvoir an
prince Guillaume, on avoit dressé et-communiqué des articles,
lesquels aprés une mure déliberation ayant été refondus confor-
mement aux idées du roi d’Angleterre et de son ministére, S. M.
ne comprenoit rieu 4 la lettre de M* Carteret.”

VOL. Il F
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versatility and untrustworthiness, and represented
them in that light to his sovereign.*

. The ideas and wishes of Austria were, however, in
complete unison with the views of the English. On
the 12th of May the Queen had been crowned in
Prague, had received the homage of her hereditary
subjects in Upper Austria,—not, indeed, without
protests on the part of Spain and Bavaria, but amidst
a constant succession of the most brilliant reports
of the fortune of her armies. She had dispensed
favours, even to those who had fallen off from their
allegiance to Austria in doubtful times. The news
. of the battle of Dettingen was the harbinger of
her return to Vienna, where she was received with
indescribable joy; she was hailed as the great and
the benign. “ I can bear no more, my children,”
she exclaimed, overcome by the manifestations of
reverence and love which were pressed upon her ;
‘“leave me for to-day.” All these feelings of de-
light and attachment, the success of her armies,
and the devoted allegiance of her people, had,
however, no other effect than to make her cling with
still greater energy to the views of policy she had
embraced, and determine on the prosecution of the
war with the utmost vigour. She believed that the
Divine favour visibly directed the affairs of Austria,
and would uphold her in the fulness of her ancient
might for the safety and welfare of Europe. Those
who sought to incline her and her generals to peace
entreated her to recollect what her situation would

* Finkenstein, 10th August. “J’y vois partout un homme
qui se deguise jusque dans les éclaircissemens que je lui arrache.”
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have been if the battle of Dettingen had been lost;
but, as it happened, that battle was won, and she was
determined not to-allow so great a triumph to pass
unimproved.

Under these circumstances the tendencles were far
stronger towards war than peace. Lord Carteret
himself was infected with them, and, in the course of
the negotiation, suffered the expression to escape him
that a prince who could not maintain his position
would do better to abandon it.

And indeed it seemed possible that it might come
to this, considering the forlorn condition of the Em-
peror, no longer defended by France, stripped of his
dominions, unsupported by the temporal and over-
whelmed with the hatred of the spiritual estates of
t}ne Empire.

Already the Austrian influence began to exert
5’1tself powerfully in the affairs of the Empire, strictly
'so called. At the first vacancy of an archbishoprick—
and, indeed, of the most powerful and important of

‘\all—the Austrian party achieved a great victory.

Philip von Elz, Elector of Mayence, had arrived at
80 advanced an age that Frederick I1. had more than
once urged the Emperor not to allow an office con-
ferring such powerful influence as that of Arch-chan-
cellor of the Empire to fall, after Philip’s death, into
the hands of one of his enemies; and the Emperor
had hereupon conceived the project of raising his own
brother, John Theodore, to the post of coadjutor of
the archbishoprick.

But by this plan he alienated the members of the
chapter, who did not choose that this see, as well as

F 2
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that of Cologne, should fall into the hands of a Ba-
varian prince. The vacancy occurred just as the
combined English and Austrian army was ascending
the Rhine. The revolution in public affairs with
which this movement was connected® emboldened the
chapter to throw off all deference to the Emperor, and
to raise to the electoral throne the man perhaps the best
inclined towards Austria from among their own num-
ber and one whom the Emperor had expressly ex-
cluded—the Count von Ostein, custos of the cathedral.

The Queen did not hesitate instantly to avail
herself of this advantage in its full extent.

She had always endeavoured officially to keep
present to the public mind by a sort of protest her
rights violated at the election of the Emperor. But
this was couched in such language that those to whom
it was addressed scrupled to receive it, or to admit
it to the Dictatur, or Record Office, according to the
usage of the Empire. In the beginning of 1743 the
electors opposed its reception; the King of Prussia
particularly sent word to the Queen that she must
acquiesce in the order to which all others submitted.

But what Philip von Elz had refused Frederick von

* The conuection that the one bore to the other is confirmed
by the well-informed author of the ¢ Life of Maria Theresa,’ IT. p.
279, who mentions this election as ¢ die erste Frucht des Herein-
marsches mehrbesagter Auxiliartruppen” (the first fruit of the
advance of the above-named auxiliary troops).

t All matters brought before the consideration of the imperial
Diet were first sent to the Elector of Mayence—the hereditary
Chancellor of the Empire by virtue of his office, and the director
of the Diet. The decisions were then dictirt or written by the
Chancellor, and sent to the other chanceries; this office was
called the Dictatur, or Record Office.— Tramlator.
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Ostein was very willing to grant. Without deeming
it necessary to make any further communication to
the electoral college, according to the tradition and
usage of the Empire, without regard to the opinion
already expressed by that body, on the 23rd of Sep-
‘tember he brought the Queen’s protest to the Dictatur.

In this she declared that she should consider
nothing that had taken place during the exclusion of
the vote of Bohemia as consistent with the public
law of the Empire until she had received satisfac-
tion for the past and security for the future. She
spoke of the election of the Emperor as “said to
have fallen on the Elector of Bavaria.” Her words
prove generally that she did not acknowledge the
Emperor in that quality; doubt was thrown upon
everything that had taken place under his reign;
the change in the election capitulations— nay, the
validity of the acts of the Assembly of the Empire,
transferred to Frankfort—were thus called in question.
It seemed as if she meant to institute a suit for
annulling the proceedings of the electors before the
other colleges of the Empire, and on that ground
declare war upon the whole existing state of things.

The impression produced by this protest and the .
whole conduct of the Queen was naturally enhanced
by the successful progress of her arms and the con-
sequent increase of her influence.

On the German side, where the army. of the
King of England crossed the Rhine at Bieberich, and
Prince Charles appeared with another on the Upper
Rhine, no important action took place. ~Higher up,
the sight of Trenk’s Pandurs excited great surprise.
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With their muskets slung across their necks, their
swords in their hands, and long knives in their
mouths, they swam across the river; they committed
trivial acts of pillage, and distributed orders for levy-
ing contributions. Lower down, Menzel made a great
noise : he forced his way, at the head of his hussars,
into the Ardennes, plundered convents, interrupted
convoys, and once more drank the health of his Queen
in the duchy of Lorraine. He published a proclama-
tion, declaring that his Queen would force back France
within her old frontiers, and deliver the German pro-
vinces from the yoke under which they groaned.

In Italy, on the other hand, important results had
already taken place: as in the old times of the
Romish-German empire, a web of Italian and Ger-
man policy was woven, which promised to stretch
over a long futurity.

/ There was a moment in which Austria was very
Lear giving up Lombardy. When those regiments
which were required for the invasion of Bavaria
were recalled, the Austrian government was prepared
for the necessity that might arise for General
Traun, who commanded in Italy, to retreat into
Tyrol; and would have been contented if he could
only retain Mantua and the citadel of Milan.* It
.was thought very possible that Sardinia also, in con-
sequence of this diminution of the Austrian force,
would declare for the Spaniards, that Venice would
immediately follow her example, and Modena deliver
up her fortresses to them.

* From a letter to Traun in the Qestr. Milit. Zeitschrift,
1829, III, 117,
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-~ At this time (November, 1741) the first convoy
of Spanish troops, under the Duke of Montemar, the
former conqueror of Naples, appeared in Italy;
little later a second, and then a third, arrived, and
the whole body was joined by a Neapolitan army.
Queen Elizabeth Farnese expected that her hereditary
domains of Parma and Piacenza, and a part of Lom-
bardy in lieu of Tuscany, would soon fall into the
hands of her third son Don Philip, who had just
taken the command of another army about to pene-
trate into Italy from the South of France.®* She
intended, after the death of her husband, to return
herself to Italy, where she would be surrounded by
her wealthy and powerful sons, dwell in the neigh-
bourhood of Alberoni, who was legate in Romagna,
and. pass the evening of her life among the prelates in
the manner most agreeable to her.t

But affairs took a totally different course.

The King of Sardinia percelvmg that, encompassed
on all sides by the Bourbons, hé would lose his inde-
pendence,—concluded a provisional treaty with the
Queen in terms which are singularly characteristic
of the wavering state of political relations at that
period ; he reserved to himself the right of reced-

* Hence, for example, in the convention between Bavaria
and Spain it was expressly stipulated, that Parma and Pia-
cenza “ siendo del patrimonio de la casa de la ser™ donna
Isabel Farnesio, r. d. E., S. M* debera gozar de ellos mientras
viva‘.’

% In one of his reports Traun maintains that all the Cardinal
legates favoured the Spanish cause. Castruccio Bonamici
asserts that the Florentines wished to have Don Carlos as the
successor to the Medici.
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ing from it under certain circumstances. But even
such an agreement as this had the effect of con-
firming Venice in her accustomed preference for the
existing order of things over every change whatso-
ever.®. Austria and Sardinia determined, on the
other hand, to compel the Duke of Modena to. accept
the proffered terms of neutrality which he had re-
jected. In the spring of 1742 their troops appeared
in considerable numbers in the Modenese territory ;
the Austrians having received reinforcements from
Hungary. The Duke did not venture to await their
arrival, and Montemar, who meanwhile had marched
to the frontiers of the States of the Church, was
equally afraid to advance to meet them. This com-
mander was very severely censured for having al-
lowed Modena and Mirandola to fall into the hands
of the Austro-Sardinian army before his eyes in the
months of June and July, 1742.1

* Botta, Storia d’Italia, XTII. p. 16, maintains that the King
of Sardinia had proposed to the Venetians to help him to drive
all foreigners out of Italy. In the reports of Foscarini, to
whom this scheme was to be proposed, I find that the former
King, Victor Amadeus, after his abdication, had often said in
private conversation to those about him in his retirement, that
an union of these two powers would restore Italy. At that
time, indeed, the only question was to prevent the Bourbon
powers from gaining the upper hand in Italy.

t In an otherwise very well written chapter of his Italian
history, Muratori has given the tone to other historians who
find fault with Montemar. Colletta can scarcely be called an
independent witness in this case, as he follows Muratori almost
word for word.  Colletta, lib. I. No. 88 :—¢ Numerando i colpi
del nemico stava come spettatore delle ruine ; Muratori, 12, 2, p.
103: contando le bombe et canonate de nemici spettatore tran-
quillo delle suenture.” The only mistake is, that Lobkowitz is
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In August an English commodore, with his squad-
ron, appeared in the Gulf of Naples, and threatened
to bombard the city if the King did not promise to
consent to the treaty of neutrality and withdraw his
troops from the Spanish army. The commodore,
holding his watch in his hand, allowed two hours’ time
for deliberation ; and, amidst the outcries of the
terrified people, the King submitted to the orders
imposed on him.

This alienation of the Italian states, however, did
not hinder the Spaniards from energetically preparing
their attack in another quarter. After experiencing
one repulse they made an irruption from the South
of France into Savoy with an overwhelming force ;
and Charles Emanuel found himself compelled to
retreat, with great loss, across the Alps in the most
rigorous part of the winter. The Pyrenean Mi-
quelets drove the Piedmontese lowlanders before
them in all directions; unwonted exertions, which
no strength could withstand, engendered terrible
diseases in the Sardinian army ; the disasters of this
retreat never ceased to be among the bitterest recol-
lections of the life of Charles Emanuel.*
confounded with Traun. Posterity will be less inclined to cen-
sure him so harshly, when the saying of a Spanish officer of the
time is called to mind: viz. that the Spanish infantry was in
the Pontifical territory, their cavalry in France, their artillery
in Spain, and their military chest in Peru.

¢ ¢ Der Tod raffte einen grossen Theil das Heeres hin; den
Verstorbenen fielen gleich Nase, Zehen und Finger in Fiulnissab ;
wer am Leben blieb verfiel in Siechthum.”—(Death destroyed
a great part of the army ; their noses, toes, and fingers instantly

dropped off the dead, of corruption: those who survived were
palsied with disease.) Oestr. Milit. Zeitschrift, 1829, IV. 57.
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Encouraged by this success, the Queen of Spain
urged the new general-in-chief, whom she had sent
to central Italy in the stead of Montemar, to use
double zeal, in order to repair the faults of his pre-
decessor, and to endeavour to measure his strength
with the enemy in the open field. In the month of
February, 1743, this commander, named Gages, a
Walloon by birth, crossed the Panaro, in the hope of
attacking the enemy, who lay before him, while dis-
persed in their quarters: but General Traun was far
too vigilant to suffer this- On the contrary, it was he
who, no less strongly urged by his Queen to an en-
gagement, attacked the disappointed and now retreat-
ing Spaniards. A bloody battle ensued at Campo
Santo; the Austrians and Sardinians had rather the
advantage, though the Spaniards fought with the
greatest valour; the Walloon and Spanish guards
vied with each other in the ardour with which they
rushed on the enemy’s fire. Te Deum was sung at
the Spanish head-quarters and at Madrid: and, in
fact, they had lost so little by this engagement, that,
when Charles Emanuel was threatened with an inva-
sion of Piedmont in the summer of 1743, he gave
his troops express orders not to cross the Panaro.
The Austrians were too weak to undertake anything
unsupported.

In this state of affairs—if Charles Emanuel had
gone over to the side. of the Bourbons, as he some-
times seemed inclined to do—the fate of Italy would
perhaps have been decided for.ever. The chief ob-
stacle to the negotiations which were incessantly car-
ried on was, that the latter wanted to obtain Mantua,
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in consideration of which they were ready to give up
two-thirds of the Milanese; whereas the King of
Sardinia was reluctant to cede that fortress to them.
A proposal was made that it should be delivered
into the hands of the Pope. Had this been aceeded
to, Sardinia would have united with the Bourbons
and the Duke of Modena, who had taken refuge
with them, to wrest Lombardy from the Austrians.
On the other side, however, Sardinia was nego-

tiating with equal zeal with Austria to transform their

provisional treaty into a definitive one. She de-
manded the cession of some portions of Lombardy, by
whieh she hoped not only to enlarge her possessions,
but to acquire a more formidable position with regard
to Genoa. England, who had already paid large
subsidies to the King of Sardinia, seconded these de-
mands. Austria still hesitated ; but her sense of her
own interests was keenly excited by the consciousness
that the prospect of reconquering the kingdom of
Sicily could only be attained upon this condition.®

® The separate article proposed by Sardinia ran thus: ¢“Va
Pextréme danger oh I’Italie se trouve exposde par les joints
efforts des rois d’Espagne et de Naples—il est convenu entre
S. M. le roi dela Gr. Bretagne, S. M. la reine de Hongrie et de
Bohéme, et S. M. le roi de Sardaigne, que 8'il plaisoit & Dieu de
benir leurs armes—pour lors LL. DD. MM. concerteront tout
de suite les mesures eonvenables pour deloger eatitrement la
maison d’Espagne tant des royaumes de Naples et Sicile que
des autres pays- qu’elle occupe en Italie. . . . Il est arreté
quen cas que d’un commun accord ils conviennent, de resti-
tuer ces dits pays et royaumes & la ser™ maison d’ Autriche pour
les garder au dedommagement de ce qu’elle aura été obligée de
ceder de ses pays hereditaires, ils conviendront an méme tems
d’un commun accord d’une satisfaction unlterieure pour S. M. le

roi de Sardaigne.”
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Charles Emanuel took up arms like one of the
condottieri of old times, determined to use them for
those who should promise him the greatest gain: in
the one case to drive the Bourbons, in the other
the Austrians, out of Italy.

In the summer of 1743 the anti-Austrian interests
seemed for a time to predominate. A treaty was
very nearly concluded between the Emperor, who also
had a right to intervene in the affairs of Italy, and
King Charles Emanuel. The Sardinian ministers re-
vised and amended a project of an agreement drawn
up by the French, and altered nearly all the articles
in such a manner that it seemed to them hardly
possible that it should be accepted; but the French
at that moment deemed no price too high, and de-
clared themselves ready to adopt the alterations.*

It was not likely, however, that the English, whose
policy was chiefly directed towards the carrying on of
the war both in Germany and Italy with continental
forces, would suffer this to be concluded.

Their success at the battle of Dettingen had
rendered their influence so powerful that they in-
duced Austria to give way. At length, on the 13th
of September, 1743, a definitive treaty was concluded
at the head-quarters of King George I1. at Worms,
by Lord Carteret and the other envoys who had
followed the English court into the field—Wasse-

* On the 2nd of September, it was fully believed in Paris that
the convention was agreed upon. Among other things, Sardinia
wished to have more French and less Spanish auxiliaries. Cham-
brier, on hearing of the treaty of Worms, exclaimed, ¢ Un coup
de foudre pour ce ministére.”
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aer on the part of Austria, and Osorio on that of
{Sardinia. Austria consented to make the cessions
‘which the King of Sardinia demanded— Vigevano,
the greater part of the territory of Pavia on either
side the Po, the city of Piacenza, with a considerable
tract of land in that territory, and the claims to Finale.
The last especially excited great surprise. After
Finale had been ceded to Genoa, during the Spanish
war of the succession, for a considerable sum of money,
and had repeatedly been guaranteed to that republic,
all Europe was astonished that Maria Theresa could
bring herself to renounce whatever rights she might
have over it to a third party, which her father had
always steadily refused to do.* On the other hand,
the King of Sardinia promised to set on foot an
army of 40,000 infantry and 8000 cavalry, and to
adhere steadily to the allies, till peace was con-
-cluded in Germany, as well as between England and
Spain—till which time the cessions made to him
should not have full and irrevocable validity.
Secret stipulations were annexed to this treaty,
under the title of explanatory clauses, the precise
form of which has never been made public.f Irom

* Traité conclu & Worms, in Wenck, I. 677, § 12.

t It is, as was said in England, * the utmost extent of Lord
Carteret’s unknown promise.” Letter from Newcastle, dated
27th Sept. and 14th Oct., in Coxe’s Pelham, I. 95, p.77. Yorke,
ditto, 477. The treaty of Worms was signed, not so the decla-
ration. In the beginning of August, according to a despatch of
the 6th, Lord Carteret said to Baron Asseburg, ‘ que lorsque
quelqu’un étoit chargé d’une dignité qu’il ne pouvoit soutenir,
qu'il étoit juste de I'abdiquer; que comme l’empereur insistoit
sur la dignité royale, il faudroit ticher de faire un troc, et de
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the correspondences of the English ministers, how-
ever, we infer that Austria also bound herself to pro-
secute the war in which she was engaged until peace
should be concluded between England and Spain
and that England formally promised in return to use
all her power to procure for Queen Maria Theresa
(according to her favourite formula) ¢satisfaction
and security.”

It was at this juncture that the notion hitherto che-
rished of indemnifying the Emperor with the border
provinces to be conquered from France was exchanged
for a still more extraordinary plan. Naples and Sicily

| were to be conquered, and immediately ceded to
' Charles VII., who, on the other hand, was to be com-
pelled to abandon Bavaria to the Queen.® The court
of Vienna made this proposal while the English
negotiations with the Emperor were still pending:
when they were broken off, Lord Carteret described
this exchange as the only means by which the house
of Wittelsbach could hope to obtain the long desired
kingly dignity. One of the great favourers of the
plan was Count Kaunitz. The court of Vienna was
intent upon it; for of all the indemnities proposed
none was of any real importance save Bavaria—a
foot of land in Bavaria was of more value than

faire la conquéte de Naples et de Sicile pour ce prince, et
qu’alors la Baviére resteroit & la reine d'Hongrie pour I'indem-
niser.”

® The Queen of Hungary has proposed in form that she
should keep Bavaria and the Upper Palatinate, etc., as the de-
dommagement solemnly proposed to her, and that the Elector of
Bavaria should in exchange have the kingdom of Naples. Stone
to Harrington, 81st July, 1743. Coxe’s Pelham, 1. 469,
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whole circles in other countries; but, besides this,
it would be a means of expelling this dangerous
house, so often the ally of France, from the centre
of Europe, where it might otherwise exercise a very
mischievous influence in future. The court of Vienna
greatly preferred an arrangement by which Bavaria
would be provided for in the north of Italy, instead
of across the Rhiue, according to the first idea.

The treaty does not contain a distinet agreement
to that effect, but it was evidently the principal,
though remote, aim of the contracting parties.

War was now carried on with great promptitude
and energy. Early in October the Spaniards, now
openly supported by the French, made preparations
for forcing the passes of Casteldelfino. This time,
however, Charles Emanuel had availed himself of
the advantages of his geographical position : he had
put the defiles through which the enemy had to pass
between inaccessible mountains in a thorough state of
defence. Hemmed in between gorges and glaciers,
where all progress was physically impossible, or
was rendered so by the fire from the Piedmontese
entrenchments, Don Philip, for whom Lombardy was
to be conquered, determined, contrary to his mother’s
will, but supported by the opinion of his generals,
upon a retreat, which was effected not without great
danger and loss. General Mina, who commanded
with the Infunte, set the example of throwing all his
baggage down a precipice, which was followed by the
rest of the army. Their cannon and mules fell into
the hands of the lowlanders.

At the same time the Austrians and Sardinians,
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now under the conduct of Prince Lobkowitz, marched
against the Spanish army in the States of the Church,
and compelled it to fall back. Towards the end of
October, 1743, the latter encamped near Pesaro,
whence, on the first movement of the enemy, in
March, 1744, it crossed the Tronto into the Neapo-
litan territory. As King Charles, in spite of the
treaty of neutrality which had been forced upon him,
had received his father’s army, his enemies availed
themselves of this reason or pretext for attacking him.
" As has always been the case when negotiations of this
kind were going on, numerous Neapolitan emigrants
congregated around the Austrian ambassador at Rome,
promising the speedy defection of their friends in the
kingdom of Naples.

This ambassador, Count Thun, Bishop of Gurk,
was indefatigable in forming new connexions in the
Neapolitan dominions, in keeping alive the Queen’s
ardour by favourable reports, and in stimulating the
activity of the army and its leader. In April, 1744,
Lobkowitz took the road by Foligno and Castellana,
in order, like so many preceding conquerors, to
advance upon Naples and Campania by the high road
of St. Germano.* He issued manifestoes combining

* Castruccii Bonamici de rebus ad Velitras gestis commen-
tarius. Cardinal Aquaviva, the especial patron of this author,
wrote to the King,—** Lobcowizio esse in animo,—commodiore
itinere Neapolim petere maxima cum spe, quam vani etiam ru-
mores alant, fore ut, propinquitate exercitus sui, Campania omnis
ipsaque arx et caput regni Neapolis ad rebellandum resurgat.”
This author endeavours to imitate the ancients, especially Ceesar,

"but his subject was ungrateful. He spared no labour in col-
lecting information.
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allusions to the past and flattering promises for the
future, on the part of the house of Austria. The
light Hungarian troops formed the van, and Browne
followed with grenadiers on horse and on foot; the
army was in high spirits, and hoped soon to reach
the capital.

Such were the wide and brilliant prospects that
opened upon the Queen, both in Germany and in
Italy. :

It appeared quite possible, if the English fleet
came to her aid as zealously in the Mediterranean as
the army had done on the Rhine, that she might
establish her authority on both sides of the Alps at
once.

But hers was not the only victorious army in
the world. There was another which had proved
itself superior to hers; and at its head a prince who
felt—like Henry the Lion with regard to Frederick
Barbarossa—that the tide of her successes threatened
to overwhelm him.

7 The King of Prussia took a lively interest in what
.was passing both in Geermany and in Italy.

VOL. IT. G
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CHAPTER V.

POSITION AND CONDUCT OF THE KING OF PRUSSIA IN
THE YEAR 1743.

/ Tuose who beheld in Frederick a mere military

! chief might suppose that the spectacle of the English

troops would delight him; but others who knew
something of his policy said, with justice, that there

* was no man to whom the sight of the red-coats on

the Continent was more distasteful than to Frederick.
From the very first the Court of Berlin perceived all
the mischievous effects that were to be expected from
their presence; and the only real question for the in-
quirer is, how it came to pass that Frederick allowed
things to take their course so long without opposition.

The principal reason for this was the positive as-
surance of the King of England that he would do
nothing to deprive Charles VII. of the imperial
throne, but would strive to procure him an honour-
able peace.*

Moreover it was to be expected that the French

* Declaration of Lord Hyndford, dated 29th Jan., 1742: « Je
suis autorisé d’assurer que rien n’est plus éloigné de Pesprit du
roi mon maftre que la ruine de I'empereur, le roi ayant les plus
grands égards pour ce prince tant par rapport & ses grandes qua-
lités personnelles reconnues de tout le monde qu’a cause de sa
dignité imperiale.”
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and imperial troops would make some resistance, so
as in a degree to maintain the balance of affairs.

Lastly, it seemed possible to induce the empire to
raise an army of neutrality for the purpose of exclud-
ing the French as well as the English ; in which case
King Frederick was ready immediately to co-operate
with it with all his might.*

» " For he steadily adhered to the idea of establishing

/ a great peaceful alliance between the maritime powers
and the more powerful estates of the Empire, among
which Austria was to be included, on condition, how-

- ever, that she recognised the Emperor; and of com-
bining watchful care for the welfare of the Empire,
and especially for that of Bavaria, with the mainte-
nance of a good understanding with Austria. All
his language has this tendency.

In January, 1743, he declared to the Queen through
his minister, that he would neither do nor negotiate
anything to her prejudice; that he would offer no
opposition to the English, and, for her satisfaction,
would willingly do for them all that could be required
of a friend; but that what he was bound, as a
member of the Germanic Empire, not to omit to do
out of deference for the head of that body was
another matter. In February he put forward the

* Toujours avec la declaration, que nous ne voulons pas
rompre les engagemens que nous avons pris avec la reine d’Hon-
grie mais simplement defendre et protéger I'empire contre le
malheur qui le menace. 19th April: Wenn die mehrsten Stim-
men vor die Armatur wiren, so wiirden wir die ersten sein so
das ihre dazu beitrigen.—(If the greatest number of voices had
been for the arming, we should have been the first to have done
our part towards it.)

G2
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other side of the affair; if he required that the Em-
peror be supported, it was not, he said, with the view
of oppressing the Queen of Hungary, or of forcing
her to concessions unbecoming in her to make; he
would keep inviolate the peace he had concluded.*
. In the earlier part of the year 1743, a closer alliance
- between Prussia and Austria was often talked of.
The only aim of such a one would necessarily be
mutual defence, and even with this limitation, Fre-
derick remarked, that it would place him at a
disadvantage, since the Austrian territory was so
much more extensive, and exposed to hostilities at
80 many more points, than his own. It seems that
if the scheme for secularization had been put in exe-
cution, he would have availed himself of this nego-
tiation to obtain some advantage for himself, but even
that motive would never have led him to agree
to an offensive alliance; he incessantly recurred to
the peace to be concluded with the Emperor, whose
cause he never abandoned. He repeated that he
had the Queen’s interest greatly at heart, but the
Emperor’s no less; his sole object was to prevent
further calamity; he, on his part, would neglect
nothing to dispose Charles VII. favourably, but the
conditions proposed to him must be tolerable, in order

* To Dohna, 12th March: ¢ Ni moi ni les autres états de I'em-
pire, nous ne consentirions jamais que I'on engage la patrie dans
des mesures offensives contre la France. 20 April: Finale-
ment resolu de cultiver par toutes sortes de moyens la bonne et
parfuite intelligence avec S. M. la reine de Hongrie je 0’y mets
point d’autres limitations que celles qui resultent du devoir pri-
mitif que m’impose la qualité d’électeur et d’un des principaux
membres du corps germanique.”
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to induce him to make a speedy cession of what was
demanded. :

But he produced not the slightest effect by these
suggestions. The Queen excused herself on the
ground of the consideration she was bound to show to
her allies; or on that of the season, better suited to
active warfare than to negotiation. She declined
every advance that could give occasion to any claim
whatsoever; though she was assured that none should
ever be addressed to her.* :

Meanwhile the Diet, after long deliberation, passed
.a conclusion to the effect that the Empire itself should
undertake to mediate between the Queen and the
Emperor, and should endeavour to secure the co-
operation of England and Holland. But the mari-
time powers were just as firmly resolved to carry
on the war as the Queen herself ; the Empire had
to endure the humiliation of not even receiving a re-
spectful answer to its proclamation.

And now followed the battle of Dettingen, which
at first appeared calculated to bring about a reconci-
liation with the Emperor, but soon led to results of
an opposite kind; in flagrant contradiction to what
had been promised by the distinct declarations of
George I1.

One of those exceptional cases occurred in which
it was impossible to hold a man personally respon-
gible for a breach of his word; since it was forced
upon him by the party under whose command he
acted. But the King of Prussia, from whom this

® The offer made by the Court of Vienna was very peculiar:
an alliance de non offendendo.
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state of things had, as we have already mentioned,
been most carefully concealed, could see nothing in
the whole transaction but duplicity and falsehood,
premeditated for the attainment of ends which
seemed immediately to be fulfilled.

Whilst, after the advances made by the Emperor
towards England, people were expecting the restitu-
tion of his hereditary dominions, they learned to
their astonishment that the inhabitants of Bavaria
had been compelled to do homage to the Queen of

- Hungary. In a reseript to her plenipotentiaries she
says, that it is not necessary to give any opinion
whether the duty of allegiance were to be regarded
as perpetual or transient.

The meaning of this was no longer doubtful, when
‘the suggestions about an exchange of Bavaria for
Naples became known. How often had Frederick
declared that he would not allow the Emperor to be
oppressed, nor robbed of his hereditary dominions! -
The elevation of the Grand-Duke to the imperial
dignity, which was then talked of, in connexion with
this seizure of Bavaria, appeared to him an over-
throw of the whole existing system of the Empire.

He must have been another man than he was,
had he allowed things to go on further in this
course.

In order to form an accurate conception of what
Z:uld be effected by the co-operation of a portion of

e estates of the' Empire, herepaired in person to
Franconia, in September, 1743. He thus got a
nearer view of the various family and personal rela-
tions, by the adroit management of which the court
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of Vienna was accustomed to govern the Empire,
than he had otherwise contemplated doing.

In Baireuth he met the Duchess of Wiirtemberg,
who had shortly before been staying in Berlin, and
had left her sons there. The eldest of these princes
had been affianced to the youthful princess of Bai-
reuth, to the great joy of the Wiirtembergers, who
regarded this as an additional prop to oppressed
Protestantism.* Frederick, by employing his per-
sonal influence, had brought his sister the Margra-

. vine of Baireuth to consent to the alliance; but the
Duchess, a woman of fickle, violent, and capricious
temper, now raised fresh obstacles to it; she showed
a disposition to relapse into the . interests of the
court of Vienna.

According to all appearances, though we have no
distinct evidence of the fact, Frederick had also a
secret interview with the Bishop of Wiirzburg. We
find only that the King wished it, and that the Bishop,
in order to make the acquaintance of a sovereign
who ennobled his high station by so many personal
qualities, proposed his family castle of Geubach as a
place of meeting. The Bishop, who liked to have a
hand in everything, without appearing to interfere,
was of opinion that the dignity of the Empire must

* Gotter to Frederick: ¢ Ces pauvres gens (the Wiirtem-
bergers) seroient bien a plaindre si avec cette grande espérance
et eonflance, qui porte uniquement surla protection de V. M*
comme D’asile et le rempart de leur liberté de conscience, ils s’en
trouveroient tout & coup frustrés.” 25th March, 1742. In the
original manuscript Frederick condemns the Duchess in the
strongest terms.
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be secured by a formal union of the most important
states, especially Dresden, Hanover, and Berlin.*
Unfortunately, however, after all that had passed
such a thing was out of the question.

The same opinion was entertained by Count
Seckendorf, the Emperor’s field-marshal, whom the
King met at Anspach, and accompanied to his camp
in the neighbourhood of Oettingen. The circle of
Franconia, he said, had hitherto been restrained only
by its weakness and isolation from going over to the
Emperor; the first step must be to set on foot the
negotiation concerning an armed association of the
Empire, in which the King might reckon on the
support of the Bishop of Wiirzburg and the Fran-
conian margraves. ¢ The small bells,” he said,
“ must not be pulled till the large ones were heard
to ring.”t The King replied, that if they made
known their intentions prematurely, they would only
furnish occasion for the total overthrow of the power
of the Emperor and his friends.

Frederick likewise paid a visit to the Duke of
Saxe-Gotha (who could then command a few regi-
ments) and his philosophical wife, but that court was
already engaged in negotiations with the Dutch re-
public, to which it was to furnish a certain number of
troops.

" Strong as was the conviction impressed on Fre-

* He thus expressed himself to Gotter, who negotiated with
him concerning the meeting. ¢ J’espére,” added Gotter, ¢ qu’il
donnera de la satisfaction a V. M.”

+ Qu’ils n’attendoient que le concours de tout I'empire pour
donner leurs contingents. Anspach, 16th Sept.
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derick by all that he saw and heard, that the court
of Austria had numerous and enthusiastic friends,
~and that it would be very difficult to effect anything
against it, yet he knew that the idea of the Empire
still inspired attachment, and it was impossible for
1him to relinquish it.
. Soon after his return, the imperial ambassador
. presented to him the plan of an association, or, as he
expresses it, of a “close and firm union, for the sole
object of the maintenance and re-establishment of
the tranquillity, freedom, and security of the Empire ;
especially for the support of the lawfully elected Em-
-.peror in the dignities and powers belonging to him.” *
A combined army was to be set on foot, and every
member of the alliance defended from injury.
Frederick thought the project well drawn up, and
gave advice himself on several points. Above all,
he said, they must take care that the union had a
thoroughly German character. No French auxili-
aries must be permitted to join the army of the
association, which would otherwise not be neutral ;{

* Lettre de Spon a Amelot, 26 Octbr.: Indique, que le
terme d’association étoit le plus convenable, que d’autres, comme
de neutralité et de securité, lieroient les mains & S. M. Imp.
“Le roi de Prusse m’a promis que non seulement il y accéde-
roit, mais que méme il y disposeroit les princes de Baireuth
d’Anspach, le duc de Wirtemberg, méme Wiirzburg, mais il
exige que S. M. Imp* commence de s’assurer des cours Palatine
de Bonn et de Dresde.”

t Oral resolution of the King’s according toa despatch of the
1st Feb. “ Wenn die Franzosen mit den Kaiserlichen zusam-
menstossen sollen, so kann eine Neutralititsarmee nicht Statt
haben, wie denn auch durch eine Associationsarmee offensive zu
agiren wider den Plan ist.”—(If the French join the Impe-
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when the association was actually formed, he was
ready to send 30,000 Prussians to join it. He
/avoided receiving at his court a French ambassador
extraordinary, who at that time visited several Ger-
man courts. Besides this, he said that the strictest
secrecy must be observed, and nothing must be asked
of friendly courts, beyond a promise that they would
not suffer the Emperor to be crushed; during the
winter they must prepare and arm. In the following
year the war between England and Austria on the
one side, and the Bourbon powers on the other,
would most likely be carried on with still greater
ardour. When that had begun, and the Austrians
had advanced some way into France or Italy, the
neutral army might suddenly make ‘its appearance in
Central Germany; the impression it would make
would be immense; the associated powers might
utter the decisive word, which might establish the
system of the Empire, as it now stood, under an
emperor of the house of Wittelsbach.

‘Whatever might come of this union, it could, how-
ever, be nothing more than a prop. To accomplish
:the grand object at the right moment, it would be
‘indispensable that Prussia should be ready for war;
and to that end, every nerve was now strained in
each department of the state.

/~ In the first place, the Silesian fortresses were
. actively put in a state of defence. Eleven large
‘bulwarks were erected at Neisse, each of which was

rialists, a neutral army cannot exist, as any idea of acting on
the offensive by means of the army of association would be alto-
gether opposed to the plan.)
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surrounded with a defence of ravelins and intrench-
ments, before the middle wall; each ravelin again
with other outworks, and these again with a first
and second covered-way, a first and second glacis, the
whole surrounded by a ditch, which was filled by the
waters of the Bila and the Neiss. These works
formed the defence of Lower Silesia on the side of
.Austria. On the other side the river, the King laid
in the spring of 1743 the first stone of several strong
casemates and a gallery: 7000 men were con-
stantly employed upon it. In the following August
he inspected the works again, and reviewed Walrave’s
pioneers, after which he proceeded to Glatz, where
similar works were carried on with equal activity.
In March, 1744, he again inspected Neisse, and
convinced himself that all would be ready in July.*
In the district of Oppeln he had chosen Cosel as a
place to fortify ; a choice fully justified in later times,
though not perhaps at first.

Another indispensable thing was, the filling the
ranks of the army, after the losses it had sustained
during the war; a report was made to the King on .
the state of every single company of the regiment of
Anbhalt, which had suffered so fearfully in the battle
of Chotusitz. In the spring of 1743, he ordered a
new reinforcement of 18,000 men. Six battalions
were put on the footing of new field regiments, eight
others on that of garrison regiments; the grenadier

* Prince Ferdinand, Neisse, 23rd of April: ¢ Hier S. M.
fist 2 fois le tour des fortifications de cette place, qui sont d’une
beauté infinie et avancées déji prodigieusement, de fagon quau
mois de Juillet tout sera achevé.”
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companies were increased by thirty men in each;
the hussar regiments were each to be raised to 1200
men, and two new ones formed.

According to traditional usage, the existing regi-
ments had to furnish the recruits for the new ones.
Prince Ferdinand of Brunswick, to whom we are
chiefly indebted for these details, writes to his brother
the Duke, in'August, 1743, that most of the other
commanding officers were admirably provided; that
he alone, who had to furnish a hundred men, was
badly off; he begs the Duke to send him some of
his subiecbs of Brunswick. )

" Meanwhile the different divisions were unremit-
tingly drilled, and their progress examined by the
" King himself. Prince Ferdinand, who accompanied
him, relates that, on a journey made between the
17th of July and the 13th of August, from Kiistrin
to Ratibor, and from thence to Glogau, he reviewed
88 battalions and 153 squadrons; so strong was the
army in this part of the country.

The founding of cannon was extended, and any
successful experiments in that department delighted
the King.* A foundery was established at Breslau,
on the model of that at Berlin, in order to use the
metal raised on the spot.

The manceuvres consisted of exercises having im-
mediate reference to what- had taken place in the
late war, or might be expected to take place in the

* Letter to the Prince of Anhalt, 15th of Feb., 1743: ¢ Die
neuen Geschiltze habe ich probirt und seynd vortrefflich.”—(I
bave tried the new cannon, and they are excellent.) See the
directions to Linger, in Schéning, I. 435.
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one impending, especially a very brilliant one at
Schoneberg, in September, 1743, where the precau-
tions to be taken against the attack of light troops,
whether in the open field or in going into canton-
ments, were tried, to the King’s perfect satisfaction.

During the winter, lectures were delivered on the
attack and defence of fortified places, to the officers
in garrison at Berlin; in December, 1743, these
were given every afternoon.

“Frederick would not listen to the suggestions of
political observers concerning his own interests, nor to
the requests of the friends who needed his assistance.
% When the fortresses are finished, new troops raised,
and the finances completely re-established,” said he,
“ then I shall feel myself enabled to speak.” ¢The
King of Prussia is not in a hurry; he will know when
to come forward again; as yet his hour is not come.”*

It might, indeed, be inferred that he did not think
this hour very remote, but, from a vague project to a
positive resolve, the step is a wide one. This he was
‘mainly compelled to take by the contentions between
. the courts of Vienna and Frankfurt, which daily
" became more violent and more bitter; and as they
involve the grounds of the division, we may be per-
mitted here to revert to them.t

® Valori, 28th Sept.: Neiss, Glatz, et Cosel en état, dit ce
prince, mes 18,000 hommes absolument levés et les arrange-
ments des finances pris et statués dans mes états (as yet he was
not quite sure of the arrangements to be made in Silesia) je
serai en situation de parler.

t See the letter of a Franconian noble to his Highness the
Elector of Mayence, and more especially a Promemoria of Plet-
tenberg, dated the 16th of August, 1743, on the part of the
court of Vienna, printed with the remarks of the imperial court.
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The court of Vienna represented that the succes-

sion was solemnly guaranteed by the Empire, and
that all that had been done in contravention thereof
was invalid ; to which that of Frankfurt replied, that
the guarantee had been given without due examina-
tion, and that such a one could never invalidate the
rights of a third party.
- The Queen repeated (:hat the exclusion of the
.vote of Bohemia was at variance with the funda-
mental constitution of the Empire; to which the
court of Frankfurt replied, that if a dispute arose
among several interested parties concerning a right
to vote, the established usage of the Empire was to
quash it.

The Queen maintained that the bonds of human
society would be broken if ratified treaties were
annulled under the pretext of the rights of third
parties ; to which the Emperor rejoined, that they
were far more broken when two or three, who had
the power in their own hands, violated the just
claims of another.

Austria complained that the German soil was
overrun with French soldiery ; the imperial ministers
answered, that these soldiers would never have been
seen in Germany, had not the other side rejected
every offer of a compromise; and that they had
been marched straight into the countries which were
the subject of contention; whereas- Austria had
brought foreign armies (among which the Hun-
gerians must be reckoned), consisting chiefly of
uncivilized hordes, into neutral countries, and had
thus caused indescribable devastation.
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. The Queen said that her demands extended only
;/to two just conditions; adequate satisfaction for the
{_past, and security for the future. But these, it was
observed, were in themselves demands of immeasurable
extent; the former might be made to comprehend
indemnity for all that had been ceded since the death
of Charles V1., and even compensation for the expenses
of war; the latter, the invasion and subjugation of
France.

In some quotations from former treaties that oc-
curred in the Vienna memorial, the word Elector of
Bavaria was substituted for Emperor; a denial of
the imperial title which was most bitterly resented,
and regarded as an act of open hostility.

In this tone and spirit was the protest drawn up
which the Queen, with the help of the new Elector of
Mayence, as we have seen, sent in to the Dictatur
in September, 1743.

#~'All the Electors, except Hanover, protested
against this,* as an act so selfish and exclusive,
that it must be treated as null and void; and which
only proved that Austria, by the line of conduct

* It seemed rather strange that Hanover should take so ill a
protest (that of the see of Rome) against its electoral privilege,
at the same time that it demanded not only acceptance, but even
approbation for the protest of an estate of the Empire which
had withdrawn ¢ eo ipso ex nexu imperii ” directed against the
Emperor, and the amplifications which he had introduced into
the constitution of the Empire upon his own authority. The
proposal was made, that in like manner as any petition pre-
sented to the Empire which called in question the ¢ quaestionem
status” of the Emperor and the Diet, was in itself inadmissible,
the protests “ de facto ” presented should be held * pro non dic-
tatis.” .
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‘'she adopted, as it were, severed her connexion with
the Empire.

There were also many in other circles who re-
garded the Queen’s proceeding as highly blame-
able; her refusal to acknowledge the constitution of
the Empire in its actual completeness ; the disrespect-
ful expressions she employed towards the head of the
Empire; her rejection of mediation, and of every
negotiation having peace for its object ; her disregard
of all her obligations as a member of the Emplre
How easily, they remarked, might the war concerning
the interests of hér house have been terminated. But
it appeared almost as if she meant to indemnify her-
self at the expense of the Empire, for the injury
she had sustained by the violation of the Pragmatic

_Sanction ; she sowed discord in the highest colleges;
she tried to reduce the Emperor and his supremacy
to nothing.*

“All those high-sounding declamations about the
violation of the constitution of the Empire, which the
court of Vienna had been wont to employ against

\others, were now turned against itself at the diet.

The King of Prussia, without actually adopting

them all, was displeased, not only on public, but on
- personal grounds, at the proceedings of Austria.

The court of Vienna had prudently apprised him
beforehand of its intention of entering a protest against
the suppression of the Bohemian vote ; the King had
declared that he had no objection, provided it con-

* Unvorgreifliche Gedanken, wie das streichische Betragen
«im Reiche eigentlich anzusehen—(incontestable thoughts, how
‘the conduct of Austria in Germany is to be viewed).
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tained nothing at variance with the rights or the
election of the Emperor.* The protest, in which
the Emperor’s election, his right to convoke the diet,
and the whole existing state of things was attacked in
the most violent manner, was now sent in to the
Dictatur. (

King Frederick felt this to be a similar affront to
that which he had recently received from George II.
He repeated, that against a protest in itself, he
should have had nothing to object; but, when couched
in the terms in which this was conceived, it could
not possibly be tolerated in the Records of the Em-
pire; so offensive was the matter it contained, and so
" offensive also the manner in which it had been sent in
to the Dictatur.$

He repeatedly declared to his ambassadors that,
notwithstanding the expressions of friendship to him-
self contained in all the overtures of the court of
'Vienna, he perceived that the grand aim of that
court was to force the Emperor to unconditional
submission, in order that Austria might govern the

* Podewils to Klinggrife, 12th October: ¢ da ein jeder sein
Recht durch Protest wahren konne”—(as every one could defend
his rights by protest).

t ¢ Que le grief roulait sur les expressions offensantes, qui y
étoient contenues et sur la methode qu’il avoit choisie pour la
porter & la dictature.” The letter of Schmettau to Frederick of
the 9th of November is remarkable: ¢ La protestation que I'El
de Mayence a fait porter furtivement & la dictature contre toutes
les régles de ’empire est une partie du remboursement qu’il a
promis pour la dignité électorale.— Aucun membre de I'empire
ne peut plus douter, que la protestation ne tende & annuller &
main armde avec des troupes etrangéres 1'acte le plus autentique
que les électeurs ont fait & la pluralité des voix.”

VOL. III. H
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{ Empire and overthrow the present system. The
circular rescript contained bitter insinuations against
the courts which did not side actively with that of
Vienna. He could not accede to the Queen’s claim
to any other indemnity than the restoration of the
Bohemian vote; nor could he possibly suffer the
Emperor’s election to be called in question. Such is
the spirit of all his declarations.

In a letter of the 20th of November he says, “I
am, in all respects, a friend of the Queen; but she
will not persuade me to endure any act of hers con-
trary to the dignity of the Empire and the Emperor.”
On the 27th he added, that he could not suffer his
hands to be tied against such a contingency, by any
treaty whatsoever ; on the 28th, that if any attempt .
were made upon the Empire he must always consider
it as an indirect attack on himself.*

/" The court of Vienna complained of the vehement
’ remonstances addressed to it, not only by the Prussian
" ambassadors, but by the court of Berlin itself

Frederick replied that they must not imagine that he

wished to daunt the Queen by threats; they must

place themselves for a moment in his sitnation. Had
they had as large a share in any work as he in the

Emperor’s election, would they quietly look on while

that work was destroyed? He was like a man who

was told that his arm was going to be cut. off: and

* The King added to a despatch of Dohna concerning the
statements he made to the court, these words, ‘ fort bien, pour
leur faire sentir vivement leur attentat & la liberté germa-
nique.”
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who answered that if it were attempted he would
defend himself.

- It was said in Vienna that the King of Prussia’s
zeal in the cause of the Emperor was only a feint;

‘that he merely sought a pretext for fresh hostilities
‘against the Queen. We have examined innumer-

able letters, memoranda, drafts, and essays of the
most various kinds, written by his own hand or under
his dictation, and kept in the profoundest secrecy,
and we have been unable to detect the slightest trace
of such a design. The irritation prevailing on both
sides might possibly arise from the feeling enter-
tained by the Queen that, by her cession of Silesia,
she had, as it were, acquired a right to the King’s
compliance in affairs in general. Frederick, on the
other hand, to whom nothing had been conceded with
good will, did not recognise the smallest claim of this
kind upon him. But, independently of this, it was
evident that the greatest and most important in-
terests stood here directly opposed.

" In progress of time, however, the Austrian policy
gradually gained ground throughout the Empire.

/"The Emperor was too ill-served for the project of
the Association of States—which required the pro-
foundest secrecy—not to be immediately divulged ;
it excited, of course, the most vehement opposition.

The Bishop of Wiirzburg, on whom he reckoned,
was of opinion that the line of policy he was adopting
was not the right one. If the formation of a league
was contemplated, that was a thing utterly forbidden
in Germany from the earliest times. If they in-
tended to set on foot en army of the Empire for the

: H 2
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purpose of maintaining neutrality, that was a mea-
sure which must first be discussed and decided at the
Diet. It must be distinctly known how much each
state would have to contribute to its formation and
support, and to whom the command of it was to
be intrusted. The affair was undertaken in such
a manner, with such a disregard to traditional- forms,
that it excited the dissatisfaction of almost all those
who were attached to the ancient laws of the Empire.
With that singular mixture of ecclesiastical and
juridical pedantry, in which the affairs of the
Empire were usually treated, they talked of a “ Neu- .
tralitits-glaucoma,” a * Securitits-impietit,” and the
like.

Even at the imperial court many were alarmed at
the thought of a German policy which would compel
them to separate themselves from France. Count
Seckendorf, it must be admitted, had a mind capable
of embracing another system ; but Count Torring, a
man of firmly-established influence, adhered to the
French alliance with exclusive devotedness. The
contradiction inherent in the system, according to
which German interests were intrusted to an Em-
peror so entirely dependent on France, could not be
gainsaid, and served as an apology for the partisans
of England. The Elector Arch-chancellor of the
Empire did not disdain, at this moment of the most
difficult complication of German affairs, to receive
8000/. as the price of his adhesion to English policy.
The Elector of Cologne also suffered himself to be
persuaded by his lord chamberlain to accept English
subsidies and to separate himself from his own
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brother, the wearer of the imperial crown. There
were still more powerful sovereigns who were carry-
ing on similar intrigues.
_~ It was, however, by no means the general welfare -
‘of Germany alone which the King of Prussia had at
heart. Whilst he imagined that he was still con-
tending for the Emperor, he must have been con-
scious that his own existence was menaced by the
course of European affairs.

(He himself was convinced, and it had been a
thousand times repeated to him from the Imperial

nd the French courts, that at the very first oppor-
éunity the Queen would try to resume possession of

ilesia. As the King of England had indeed gua-
ranteed this province to him, but had not required a
similar guarantee either from Holland or Russia
with the zeal that had been expected, it appeared
/to him that England might also once more unite
‘with the Queen for this purpose.

The first strong impression that something of this
kind was impending, was produced on him by a
conversation which passed between his ambassador
and Fagel at the Hague. The ambassador one day
argued that the reception of the French troops had
not been nearly so important in the Empire as the
intrusion of the English; the Empire would not
endure to see itself left to the good pleasure of the
court of Vienna. Fagel answered that the Queen
had, however, a just claim to full restitution. The
ambassador, without going further into the subject,
requested him to explain himself more fully.
Fagel replied that the Queen had a right to de-
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mand back all that she had possessed before the
war.*

Nor did he seem by this to express merely his own
individual opinion: it was generally regarded at the
Hague as certain that a resolution had been taken
by Carteret, the court of Vienna, and the adherents
of both at the Hague to obtain compensation for the
Queen, and even probably to attack the King of
Prussia as soon as they had expelled the French.

Trevor, the English ambassador at the Hague,
also expressed himself in the same offensive mauner.
He treated all that had taken place in Germany
since the death of Charles V1. as unworthy of con-
sideration : he spoke of the rejection of the Bohemian
vote, and the election of Charles VII., with as much
indignation as if they were sheer crimes.

It struck the King as very significant that men of
such importance—and especially Fagel, who had al-
ways passed for a reserved and cautious man—should
permit themselves expressions of such a nature; he
desired that the matter should be inquired into, and
received qualifying and apologetic answers; but in
spite of all that could be urged to the contrary he
became firmly convinced that the successful progress
of the Anglo-Austrian arms threatened his possession
of Silesia.f In this conviction he was confirmed

% ¢« Mais,” repondit il, ¢“la reine de Hongrie est en droit de
demander restitutionem in integrum ; je le priai d’expliquer plus
clairement ce qu'il entendoit par ce mot : sur quoi il me dit que
la reine de Hongrie étoit en droit de redemander ce qu’elle
avoit possedé avant la guerre.”

t Eichel, 3rd March, 1743: Das Schlimmste ist, dass S. Mt.
in dero Supcon immer mehr fortificirt werden, dass wenn man
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from another quarter. At the Diet, the urgent de-

mand for indemnity was understood to mean that the

Empire should furnish this to Austria; in default of

which she would consider herself at full liberty to

seize upon that which had been wrested from her.

That this was the general sentiment of Vienna, when

the Austrian armies returned victorious from every

side—when the Germans in the service of the Em-
peror, the French, Spaniards, and Italians retreated
before them—ucan surprise nobody. They flattered
themselves that if a battle were to take place between
their troops, now so much better inured to war, and
the Prussians, even they too must yield. Bets were
faid that King Frederick would not rule over Silesia
two years longer. Bartenstein was reported to have
. been heard to say, that he might possibly be once
‘. more Margrave of Brandenburg.

" These menaces to his own existence, combined
‘with the danger impending over the Emperor and
" the constitution of the Empire, threw the King into

a state of intense anxiety and excitement, which was
infinitely increased when an authentic copy of the

erst die Franzosen obligirt haben wird Deutschland zu verlassen,
dass alsdann der Wienerische und der Englische Hof S. K. Mt.
werden Gesetze vorschreiben wollen, ohne sich weder an Tractat
noch Garantie zu kehren. Gott lenke des Konigs Herz zu
allem Guten und dirigire dero Consilia zu dero und dero Landen
‘Wohlfahrt.—(The worst is, that his Majesty is more and more
confirmed in his suspicions, that whenever the French shall have
been forced to leave Germany, the courts of Vienna and of
London will seek to prescribe laws to his Majesty without regard
to treaties or guarantees. May God lead the King’s heart to all
that is good, and direct his counsels to his own welfare and that
of his country.)
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/ treaty of Worms (as yet a profound secret) was put
into his hands.

In the second article of this are enumerated the
.previous treaties confirmed by the new one. Among
them are the guarantee of the Pragmatic Sanction,

" given by the Empire in the year 1732, and all that
had preceded. or followed it. Whatever the several
powers possessed or might possess in pursuance of this
was secured to them, in so far as it was not revoked
by the present treaty; yet not the slightest mention
of the treaty of Breslau occurs in the document.

Had this been mentioned, Frederick’s growing
anxiety would probably have been appeased ; its
complete omission doubled his alarm. And when
he saw further that the thirteenth article declared
that as soon as Italy should be freed from the enemy,
the King of Sardinia should take the Queen’s Italian
dominions under his armed protection, in order that
she might employ all her troops in Germany, Fre-
derick thought he discovered the design of employing
these troops against himself, since they would not
be needed against Bavaria, who would be already
ufficiently humbled.

Another treaty, which was concluded at the same
time with the King’s nearest neighbour, evinced
similar dispositions.

In the construction of the project of the Associa-
tion it had been intended to invite Saxony to join it,
and in this hope Seckendorf undertook a journey in
person to the Saxon court. But before he arrived
there a treaty with Austria had already been con-
cluded by that state, whereby Saxony guaranteed
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the Pragmatic Sanction without excepting the treaty
" of Breslau.* It was a renewal of the compact of the
year 1733, and, like that, directly opposed to the
interests of Prussia in relation to the succession to
the throne of Poland, which was thus to be secured
to a prince of the house of Saxony. . Saxony had
made it out that she needed not afford assistance to
‘any of the powers now involved in war, yet she now
' promised assistance: against whom could this be
‘intended but the King of Prussia? And if she stipu-
lated for equivalent advantages (especially a better
communication between Poland and Saxony), in
proportion to the circumstances that might occur,
there was no possibility that these advantages could
be obtained from any other source than from the
spoils of Prussia. Paolucci, the Nuncio, expressly
affirmed that the treaty was directed against Prussia.}
. It must not be concluded that an attack on Prussia
had as yet been formally concerted ; but that a fresh
outbreak of the war was deemed possible, and that
preparations were made for that event, can admit of
no doubt. The court of Vienna was determined to
pursue the course she had entered upon as to the
affairs of the Empire without any regard to the re-
monstrances of the King of Prussia. Should he offer

* Treaty of Vienna, 20th December, 1743. Articulus se-
cretus secundus, in Wenck, Corpus juris gentium, I. p. 732.

t Klinggrifen, 11th January, 1741: “ Le nonce de Dresde
avoit éerit au C' Doria lorsque celui-ci s’étoit trouvé & Pom-
mersfeld qu’il avoit lu D'article secret qui porte que la Saxe,
dieque V. M. entreprendroit la moindre chose contre la cour de
Vienne, assisteroit la reine de Hongrie contre V. M., de sorte
que ce traité est contre V. M*.”
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any active opposition, Austria had not only her own
forces, but friends and allies wherewith to meet
him. :

/" Frederick might perhaps have let matters take their
! Gourse, and awaited the event. But not to mention
that he would thus have tried to act in a manner
inconsistent with his character, the danger would
have gone on increasing; and meanwhile he would,
as he himself says, have fallen into a contempt like
that to which his father had once subjected himself.
/" There was no help: a conflict between the two
(powers had again become inevitable. The questions
which had been left undecided at the peace of Bres- .
lau now assumed so vast and momentous a character
that they threatened to trouble it anew.

What an undertaking was it, however, to attempt
to stem the current which had set in since that time
in the affairs of Europe and of Germany! To render
it anything less than hopeless Frederick was com-
pelled again to look to France for aid. But had he
not sufficiently experienced how little he could
reckon on earnest and active support from that
quarter ? And what had he to expect if Russia were
to join the league between Saxony and Austria, as
was reported in the latter country ?

In order to understand Frederick’s political situa-
tion, we must pause a moment and bestow a glance
on his great and powerful neighbours: and, in the
first place, on those of the North, where changes had
taken place which rendered hostilities from that
quarter improbable.
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CHAPTER VL

RELATIONS OF PRUSSIA TO THE NORTHERN POWERS.

I~ the year 1741, when the Swedes ventured, at the
instigation of France, to renew the war with Russia,
they had not the rashness to trust entirely to their
own strength ; they reckoned on the intestine troubles
which broke out under the Regent Anne, and were
fostered by the uncertainty of the succession and the
antipathy of the native Russians to what they called
foreign domination.*

But their preparations were so inadequate and the
conduct of their first military operations so ill con-
sidered, that it required but a slight exertion of the
Russian force, led by two of those very foreigners—
Lacy and Keith—to inflict upon them a loss which,
in the actual state of things, might be regarded as a
complete defeat.

Yet, though strengthened by this victory, the
Russian government of that day was unable to sustain
itself.

* Ein von dem secreten Ausschuss verfasster Aufsatz: An-
merkungen Gber das Betragen des schwedischen Ministerii—
(report drawn up by the secret committee, remarks on the con-
duct of the Swedish ministry, &c.) in Biisching’s Magazine, II.
333,339. The French said that the party of Princess Elizabeth
must not be allowed to be crushed.
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With a blindness to their own interest by no
“means uncommon among men, the foreigners, who
had risen to power under Empress Anne, not per-
ceiving that that power rested on a common basis,
fell out among themselves, and brought about their
common destruction.

Biron'was overthrown by Miinnich, and he in his
turn by Ostermann ; and already Ostermann felt the
ground totter under hxs feet.

The Regent Anne was not devoid of understand-
ing, but wilful and capricious in her conduct: jealous
in the highest degree of her power, she turned from
the very man to whom she was mainly indebted for
it, and surrendered herself—almost without a will—
to those immediately about her person. She passed
the whole day in the rooms of one of her ladies in
waiting, in which two foreign ministers, Count Lynar,
of Saxony, and Marquis Botta, of Austria, were the
great oracles ; it was expected that the former, for
whom she showed the most marked preference, would
shortly be declared her high-chamberlain, and would
then take an official share in the government. From
this private circle favours were dispensed, and here
views of foreign policy in the Austrian interest and op-
position to Ostermann’s government originated. The
Regent took a pleasure in doing the very contrary of
what he wished ; nay, she even granted access to his
personal enemies, by whose overthrow she herself
had risen.

Ostermann hoped to create to himself a support
in Antony-Ulrich of Brunswick, the husband of
the Regent, father of the youthful Ivan, who was
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invested with the title of Emperor. Antony-Ulrich
was already commander-in-chief of the forces, and
enjoyed a certain degree of consideration in the
army. The minister wished to create him co-Regent,
and to secure to him an independent influence on the
government. He also conceived the project of mar-
rying another prince of Brunswick, Ernst Ludwig,
to the Grand-Duchess Elizabeth: by which com-
bination he hoped to hold the Regent in check and
to maintain his own system. But Antony-Ulrich
was incapable of serving even as the instrument of a
change ; he had not the bare rudiments of education :
he read with difficulty, and could hardly write at all.
He was soon weary of attending to any discourse or
" statement from others, and was thus condemned to
perpetual shallowness and ignorance: the allowance
made to him by the Regent he gambled away.*

The Regent, having a suspicion of what was going
forward, sought to curtail him even of the rights
he then possessed. Discord and contention reigned
paramount ; and as the supreme power was the
centre of personal enmities, they engrossed the atten-
tion and employed the energies of all men. Hence
it happened that a party entirely opposed to the
whole actual system formed itself —if not unper-
ceived, yet imperfectly appreciated—around the

* T here follow letters written by Prince Louis of Brunswick
from Petersburg, from which among other things we perceive
that Mannstein is wrong when he asserts, in his Mémoires sur
la Russie, 411, that the court wished to force Princess Elizabeth
to marry Prince Louis. It would have been anything .but
agreeable to the Regent ; but Ostermann had thought of it as a
means of keeping the house of Brunswick in Petersburg.
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{Grand-Duchess Elizabeth, on whom the ‘eyes of the
nation had long been fixed.

She was the daughter of Peter the Great: hand-
some, and conscious of her beauty ; fond of pleasure,
frivolous and licentious, but kind and confiding
towards all; open-handed and devout, even to bigotry,
according to the rite of the Greek church. She had
something in her whole manner and character in
harmony with the tastes and sympathies of the
Russian people.

The Regent and Antony-Ulrich, Biron, Miinnich,
and Ostermann, Lynar, and Botta, were all equally
hateful to her. Her levity, which disarmed fear
and suspicion, contributed to her success, and still
more the inherent feebleness of her adversaries. It
was only necessary for her to gain over a few hun-
dreds of the grenadiers of the guards; instead of
marching against the Swedes, as they had been
ordered, they took possession of the palace, and in
a few hours overthrew the whole government. (Nov.
1741.) The possessors of power were treated with
ruthless violence, dispersed, exiled, and rendered
utterly helpless and harmless.*

Some thought that this transfer of the crown would

"bring about a complete revolution in affairs : that

* A letter of Prince Louis’ is extant, containing an ¢ umstind-
licher Bericht von der grossen Rebellion, welche die Elisabeth
mit Chetardie, dem Chirurgo nunmehrigen Minister Lestock
und einigen andern Uebelgesinnten geschmiedet, und die Nacht
