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PREFACE

TO THE SECOND VOLUME,

ProTrACTED ill health, and other circumstances above
the control of the Author, have delayed the publication of
this volume to a time much beyond that at which it was
his original intention that it should appear; and he trusts
that the Subscribers, as well as the Public, will pardon
him for this involuntary delay.

In the Preface to the first volume he acknowledged the
valuable services rendered to him by a countryman, whose
researches have been of great assistance in the composition of
this work. Hehas only to add, that as their respective views
on many subjects connected either with religion or politics
are materially different, nay, on some points diametrically

opposed, the responsibility for the opinions expressed in
this work must entirely rest with himself.

»
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vi PREFACE.

The Author understands that the gentleman to whom
allusion is made has the intention of publishing a work
in Polish on the same subject, and it is sincerely hoped
that he will accomplish his project at no distant date;
for such an important subject as the influence of reli-
gion on the political and social state of nations cannot
be too much investigated, nor the consequent gain to
the cause of religion be too highly estimated.
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HISTORICAL SKETCH

REFORMATION IN POLAND.

CHAPTER I

INTERREGNUM AFTER THE DEATH OF SIGISMUND AU-
GUSTUS. ACCESSION AND SHORT REIGN OF HENRY
OF VALOIS.

THe state of Poland at the demise of Sigis-
mund Augustus was very critical, from the un-
settled manner in which the vacant throne was
to be filled. The election of a monarch, which
had existed only in theory so long as the Jaguel-
lonian dynasty continued without interruption,
was now fairly to be put to the test by its extinc-
tion. This most important political transaction
ought certainly to have been regulated by strictly
defined forms; but although several Diets had
attempted to regulate by precise rules the manner
in which the sovereign of the country should be

VOL. II B

State of Poland
at the death of
Sigismund Au-
gustus.
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elected, their salutary projects were defeated by
causes, which, to investigate, would be foreign
to our subject ; and the most important affair of
the state remained exposed to the violence of
passions, and to the pernicious influence of do-
mestic and foreign intrigues. The religious par-
ties which at that time divided Poland, rendered
the election of a new monarch still more difficuit,
as the Protestants were anxious to bestow the
crown of their country on a candidate of their
own persuasion, or at least on such a one as
would promote their views. On the other hand,
the Roman Catholics were strenuously labouring
to insure the throne to a zealous supporter of
their church. This last party began its intrigues
even before the death of Sigismund Augustus,
and it found an able leader in the celebrated
papal diplomatist, cardinal Commendoni, who
was at that time in Poland, where he had arrived
in order to embroil that country in a war with
Conspinscy to - the Turks. Commendoni wished to establish on
cant throne to the throne of Poland the archduke Ernest, son

he archduk A
Emest, os.  Of the emperor Maximilian the Second ; and for

mendors, " that purpose he induced Nicholas, prince Ra
dziwill, palatine of Vilna, and John Chodkiewicz,
two powerful Lithuanian grandees, who had
both abandoned the Protestant religion, and
become zealous Romanists, to make a secret con-
vention. The plan by which their views were

to be carried into effect, and which had been
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designed by Commendoni, was of a most dan-
gerous nature, and would soon have involved
the country in a religious and civil war. Ac-
cording to that scheme, the archduke was to be
elected previously grand duke of Lithuania, after
which he was to levy an army of 24,000 men, in
order, if necessary, to compel the senate of Poland
to imitate the example of Lithuania. Radziwill
and Chodkiewicz meditated, at the same time, a
project of dissolving altogether the connexion
between Lithuania and Poland ; but Commen-
doni, afraid of weakening by such a dismember-
ment a power which he was anxious to arm
against the Turks, disapproved of that treasonable
scheme; and the above-mentioned grandees con-
tented themselves by demanding the most ample
guarantees for all the ancient privileges of Lithua-
nia: as for instance, that no dignity or charge
whatever should be given, except to the natives
of that country; and that those provinces which
were ceded to Poland by the act of the union
of 1569, should be restored to Lithuania. Com-
mendoni did not forget, on the occasion of league,
or rather conspiracy, to insert an article in favour
of his church, stipulating that the monarch should
give up his right of nominating bishops, and
restore it to the chapters.*

* The details of that treaty, which was concluded in the
depth of a forest between the two above-mentioned noblemen
B 2 and
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Having united the Romanist party, Commen-
doni sought to weaken and to divide that of the
Protestants, whose leader was John Firley, pala-
tine of Cracow, and grand marshal of Poland.
He was the head of the followers of the Helve-
tian church, and as grand marshal, first officer
of the state during the interregnum. His high
station, and the popularity which he enjoyed, ren-
dered him exceedingly influential, so that he was
supposed by many to aim at the crown of his
country, and not without a great chance of suc-
cess, Personal enmity, and perhaps even more,
the fear of seeing the ultimate triumph of the
Helvetian or reformed church in Poland by the
election of Firley, induced the powerful family
of Zborowski, who professed Lutheranism, to
oppose him; and the same religious jealousy
induced the Gorkas, another powerful Lutheran
family, to join the Zborowskis against Firley.

Commendoni  Commendoni took advantage of that unfortunate

succeeds in o s .

dPirv;g;nan tlt:: division amongst the Protestants, and increased
it by means of Andreas Zborowski, one of the
brothers who had remained a Romanist, and who
was entirely devoted to the cardinal, whose in-
trigues were so successful, that the Zborowskis,
excited by their jealousy against Firley, aban-

and Commendoni, have been described by his secretary and
biographer Gratiani, who was present at that meeting. Vide
Vie du Cardinal Commendoni, par Gratiani, livre iv. chap. iii.
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doned the Protestant interest, and declared for a
Roman Catholic candidate to the throne. Com-
mendoni informed the emperor of the success of
his intrigues, and engaged him to furnish money to
Albert Laski,* palatine of Sieradz, who was en-
tirely devoted to the cardinal, in order to enable
him to levy some troops. At the same time the
emperor was to send some detachments of cavalry
to the frontiers of Poland, as well as his son, the
archduke Ernest, who was to be placed on the
throne of that country. He requested him chiefly
to inform Chodkiewicz and Radziwill of these
measures, because, as he said, if the archduke is
elected grand duke of Lithuania, whilst Laski
declares for him with a large party; and the

imperial troops appear at the same time on the.

frontiers, the archduke will be in possession of
the throne of Poland, before his competitors will
even have time to oppose him; and he will,
moreover, have the advantage of receiving the
crown from the Romanist party, without sub-
scribing to any condition restricting his authority,
and in spite of all the efforts of the Protestants.

This treasonable scheme, devised by cardinal
Commendoni against the civil and religious liber-
ties of Poland, and which would have involved
that country in all the horrors of a domestic war,
without securing its throne to the archduke,

¢ Vide vol. i. p. 244, note.

The conspiracy
is not put into
execution, the
emperor refus-
ing to counte-
nance it.
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failed through the prudence and moderation of
the emperor Maximilian the Second. Although
he desired to place his son on the throne of
Poland, he clearly saw the impossibility of ob-
taining that object by violence and treason, and
preferred to seek it by means of negociation.
The momentary influence which Coligny and
the Protestant party enjoyed at the French court
after the pacification of St. Germain, 1570, pro-
duced a most decisive effect on its foreign rela-
tions, and particularly on those with Poland.
Coligny and the Protestants meditated a gigantic
scheme of political and religious combination,
the object of which was to humble Romanism,
and its chief support, the court of Spain. His

.intention was to combine the scattered elements

of the Reformation, and to unite the divided
Protestants into one centre, in order to give a
uniform tendency and action to their cause,
which would have insured its final triumph over
all Europe.* Coligny saw the importance of
Poland in such a combination, and he thought
that the Protestant cause having once prevailed
in France and Poland, these two countries,
united by a political and religious alliance, would
have speedily overturned the domination of Ro-
manism, and the house of Austria. Coligny ad-

* Vide Capefigue’s Histoire de la Reforme, &c. vol iii.
chap. 86 and 47.
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vised, therefore, to make every effort, in order to

place the French prince Henry of Valois, duke

of Anjou, on the throne of Poland; and Ca-

therine de Medicis, who appeared at that time to

favour the Protestants, eagerly seized on that

project for the aggrandizement of her son. This

plan was conceived during the life-time of Sigis-

mund Augustus ; and Balagny, a natural son of Balsguy's em-
Montluc, bishop of Valence, was sent to Poland ot © 1
as an ambassador, under the pretext of demanding

the hand of the princess Anna, sister to Sigismund
Augustus, for the duke of Anjou, but, in fact, to

collect information as to the real state of the
country, and the principal parties prevailing there.

Balagny arrived with a splendid retinue in Po-

land, in the month of May 1572. However, as his
commission was rather to gather information than

to act, he did not establish any French party,

with the exception of the family of Dembinski,

who promised to support the French prince.

A singular circumstance particularly served to
promote the interest of the French prince in that
country. A Polish dwarf, named Krassowski, The dwart

. . Krassowski,
who was the son of a gentleman, having received
a good education, and being endowed with great
intellect, went in his youth to France, where by
his agreeable manners and cleverness, he became
a great favourite of the royal family, and lived
on terms of intimacy with the most eminent per-
sons of the country. He amassed considerable
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riches; and after having spent many years in
France, he revisited his own country during the
life-time of Sigismund Augustus. His powers
of conversation, and his extensive information
about the country where he had spent so much
time, rendered him a welcome guest in the houses
of the first noblemen of his native land, to whom
he constantly related all the details of the French
court, and of the religious and political troubles
by which France was at that time agitated. He
particularly extolled on every occasion the emi-
nent qualities of the duke of Anjou, to whom, it

is probable, he was under some particular obli-

gations. He succeeded in establishing for the
prince such a reputation, that some nobles, and
principally Andreas Zborowski, dispatched after
the death of Sigismund Augustus this same
dwarf Krassowski, with a request to the duke of
Anjou to become a candidate for the vacant
throne of Poland. Such is the account of Com=
mendoni’s biographer about this extraordinary
personage. It is, however, much more probable,
as some others maintain, that Krassowski was
dispatched on purpose to further the views of the
French court; and it is known, that he was
afterwards actively engaged as an agent of
Catherine de Medicis.*

* Vide la Vie de Commendoni, livre iv. ch. viii. p. 558.
Gratiani having been himself at that time in Poland, probably
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The first active contest which took place be-
tween the Protestant and Romanist party, after '
the demise of Sigismund Augustus, was about
the person who was to be intrusted with the
supreme authority during the interregnum. Ac-
cording to the conmstitution it devolved on the
primate of the realm, and his claims on that
occasion were supported by the inhabitants of
the province of Grand Poland, not onlythe Roman
Catholics, but the Lutherans also; whilst the inha-
bitants of Little Poland, where the influence of
the Reformed religion was paramount, wished
to see their leader, Firley, invested with that
authority, in his quality of grand marshal of the
crown. In Lithuania, where a strong party wished
to elect the czar of Muscovy, they kept aloof
from the contest between the two provinces,
although the majority of its inhabitants being
composed of anti-Romanists, inclined towards
Firley, who convoked the nobles of Little Po-
land at Cracow immediately after the death of the
king. This assembly adopted several regulations
for maintaining the peace of the country during
the interregnum, and for the protection of the
rights and liberties of Protestants, as well as
Roman Catholics. The same assembly was par-
ticularly jealous of Commendoni, who remained in

knew Krassowski personally. Capefigue, in his Histoire de la
Reforme, chap. 49, quotes letters addressed by Krassowski to
queen Catherine de Medicis.

S(nte of par-

Assembly of
Cracow.
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the vicinity of Cracow, in order to promote by
his intrigues the interests of Rome. They sent
a deputation to him requesting him to leave the
country, as his legation was terminated by the
demise of the monarch, and represented that he
ought to do it for the sake of his own security ;
but Commendoni evaded the demand, under pre-
tence that they had no legal right to require his
leaving the country: he retired to a convent near
Sieradz, whence he continued to direct the Roman
Catholic party.

The same assembly fixed another meeting at
Knyszyn, the place where the king died, which
some Lithuanian noblemen were expected to join.
This assembly, which took place on the 24th of
August, and which was numerously attended,
chiefly by Protestants, resolved, in order to pre-
vent foreign intrigues, to fix the election of the
new sovereign on the 18th October 1572, and
chose for the place of that important transaction
the plains of Bystrzyca, in the vicinity of Lublin.

" This place had the advantage of being central,

and would have afforded great facilities for the
populations of Little Poland, Red Russia, and
Lithuania, to take part in the election; but as
the influential part of those populations, being
chiefly composed of anti-Romanists, would have
ensured the throne to a candidate belonging to the
same party, it was strongly opposed by the Roman
Catholic clergy and their adherents, with the ex-
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ception of Krasinski, bishop of Cracow, who sup-
ported Firley; the Lutherans of Grand Poland
supported the Roman Catholics on that occasion.

This party had assembled in July at Lowicz,
in order to maintain the rights of the primate,
and convoked another meeting for the same pur-
pose at Sroda. This last assembly acted with
great moderation, and decided to convoke at
Kaski, for the 25th October, a general assembly
of the states of Poland ; which having met at the
appointed time, left to the primate the supreme
dignity during the interregnum, whilst the affairs
were to be conducted in his and the senate’s
_name by the grand marshal. It adopted also several
regulations for the maintenance of public peace,
and equal protection to the citizens of every reli-
gious persuasion ; and it resolved, that the Diet
of Convocation should assemble at Warsaw on the
6th January, 1573.*

The first and the most important object of
that Diet was, to settle in a peaceful manner the
differences between the Roman Catholics and
the Protestants. The clergy, who saw the im-
possibility of crushing their opponents, and even
the danger to which they were themselves ex-

* The Diet of Convocation was that which assembled aftet
the demise of the monarch, in order to fix the time and place
of the election, to convoke the voters, and to adopt the neces-
tary measures for the maintenance of the internal peace, as
well as the external safety of the country:

Confederation
of the 6th Ja
nuary 1573,
which insures
the perfect
equality of all
Christian con-
fessions in Po-
land.
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posed, were the first to propose such a measure.
Karnkowski, bishop of Cujavia, composed the
articles, in which he insured a perfect equality of
rights and privileges to all the Christian profes-
sions in Poland. The same act guaranteed the
dignities, rights, and privileges of the Roman
Catholic bishops; but abolished .the obligation
of the church patrons to bestow the benefices in
their gift exclusively to Roman Catholic clergy-
men. This wise act was, however, disgraced by
an article which insured to the landowners a
perfect authority over their subjects, even in
matters of religion.*

This remarkable transaction gave to the Pro-
testants a legal existence in Poland, because
the former enactments, although they gave them
a complete freedom, did not grant them that
perfect equality with the Roman Catholic church
which they now acquired; but the article which
confirmed and extended the power of the land-
owners over the peasants, may be considered

® The act of confederation of 1573, which guaranteed
complete religious liberty to all the citizens of Poland, was
evidently modelled on the telebrated religious peace of Augs-
burg of 1555, by which full religious liberty was secured to the
Protestants of Germany. The above-mentioned act does not
use the expressions of securitas, tolerantia, or protectio, but
only par dissidentium, establishing a perfect equality amongst
all the religious professions. Heydenstein, speaking of the
same act, says: Similem sanctionem qua sn Germanid pax reli-
gionis sancita esset, constituere. Lib. i. p. 21.
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as a most ‘deplorable event in the Polish history.
It was undoubtedly brought about by the troubles
which the blind zeal of some reformers had ex-
cited in Germany, and the report of which was
industriously circulated and magnified by the
Romanist party. Its effect was particularly in-
jurious to the progress of the Reformation, as it
estranged from it the inferior classes of society,
and prevented it from taking a deep root in the
national mind.

Although the confederation was framed by the
clergy themselves, the instigations of Commen-
doni produced a great change in their opinions,
and the bishops protested against that measure,
and refused to sign it, with the exception of
Francis Krasinski, bishop of Cracow, and vice-
chancellor of Poland, who preferring the interests
of his own country to those of Rome, signed the
act of the confederation. He was bitterly censured
by Rome for his patriotism, and Commendoni
considered him as of suspicious orthodoxy, and
entirely devoted to Firley.*

* This act, which became a fundamental law of Poland,
excited the strongest animadversions on the part of the Romanist
clergy. Commendoni’s biographer calls it an impious act.
Cardinal Hosius published two works against the provisions of
this confederation, which he addressed to the newly elected
sovereign, Henry of Valois. The celebrated Jesuit Skarga
wrote also against it, as well as several other Romanist writers.
It was, on the other hand, zealously defended by many Pro-
testant authors, but particularly by Erasmus Gliczner. It

‘was
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The same Diet fixed the election of the mo-
narch for the 7th April at Kamien, in the vicinity
of Warsaw. The choice of the place, which was
made according to the advice of Commendoni,
was a great advantage obtained by the Ro-
manists; because the inhabitants of Mazovia,
wherein Warsaw is situated, were zealous Roma-
nists, and the great number of the small nobles
whom that province contained, and who were
blindly devoted to the interests of the clergy,
could easily turn the balance in their favour.

The time before the election was busily em-
ployed by the parties in promoting the interests
of their candidates. The foreign ambassadors
who had arrived in order to recommend their
princes for the vacant throne, remained in a kind
of honourable custody, and could not act openly,
although they continued to carry on their in-

Cundidatesto  trignes in secret. Five principal candidates to the
throne presented themselves: the grand duke of
Muscovy; the king of Sweden; Ernest, arch-
duke of Austria; Henry of Valois, duke of An-
jou; and a Piast, or national king.

was called confederation, and not constitution (the name which
was given to the enactments of an ordinary Diet), because it
was passed by a confederated Diet, where the senate and the
nuncios voted together, and where the affairs were decided by
the majority of votes, and not by the unanimity which was
required in an ordinary Diet.
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Sigismund Augustus, during his life-time, fre-
quently advised the Poles to choose for his suc-
cessor a northern prince, by which, as it is sup-
posed, he meant the grand duke of Muscovy. This
opinion had many partisans amongst the Lithua-
nians, who, during the interregnum, began a
negociation on that subject with Ivan Vassile-
vich, czar of Muscovy. But the arrogance of
that monarch, his coarse manners, and his unpa-
ralleled cruelty, left him no hope of success,
notwithstanding the great political advantages
which Poland might have derived from such an
election. The archduke’s party, conducted by
Commendoni, was very powerful, and compre-
hended almost all Lithuania, and a considerable
part of Grand Poland. The duke of Prussia,
who had for some time the project of seeking
the throne of Poland for himself, promised to
support the archduke. Yet the Austrian party
rapidly lost ground by the procrastination of
the emperor, as well as by many errors commit-
ted by his agents; and the jealousy against the
influence of the house of Habsburg, whose do-
minion proved so injurious to the liberties of
Bohemia and Hungary,* grew so strong, as to

¢ Several Bohemian gentlemen of the suite of the imperial
ambassadors, who became, from the community of their origin
and language, very intimate with the Poles, expressed to them,
that the ancient grandeur of their country, as well as their
liberties and privileges, were lost under the domination of the
house
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destroy all the views of the archduke to the
throne of Poland ; and Commendoni, perceiving
that his case was hopeless, transferred his influ-
ence to the French party.

The policy of France was conducted on that
occasion with admirable skill. As the great
object of ensuring the throne of Poland to a
French prince, was to crush the overgrown power
of Austria and Spain, by raising the Protestant
cause in Europe; the French court sent Schom-
berg to Germany before the demise of Sigismund
Augustus, in order to induce the Protestant
princes of that country to conclude an alliance
with France, as well as to support its views in
Poland.

When the ground was prepared in that man-
ner by Balagny in Poland, and by Schomberg
in Germany, Montluc, bishop of Valence, was
chosen as ambassador to Poland, and furnished
with ample instructions by Coligny.* Circum-

house of Austria; and advised them that, if they valued their
liberty, they should not entrust the throne of their country to
that family. Vie de Commendoni, livre iv. chap. 6.

® The bishop was instructed to promise the restoration of
‘Wallachia and Moldavia, an alliance with France, and in case of
war, assistance in money and men, peace with Turkey, and
confirmation of all the liberties of the nation. The new monarch
was to draw from France a revenue of 400,000 dollars. The
bishop was to gain over the palatines by such means as would be
most agreeable to each of them, and he had a carte blanche to
promise
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stances were extremely favourable to the election
of the duke of Anjou. He was not suspected
by the Roman Catholics, having distinguished
himself against the Protestants at the battle
of Jarnac; whilst the Protestant party consi-
dered the influence of Coligny, and the state of
the Protestants of France, whose rights were at
that time secured by an equitable treaty, as a
sufficient guarantee of their own rights. The
choice of the ambassador produced also a favour-
able impression; because Montluc, although a
Roman Catholic bishop, was openly inclined to
the doctrines of the Reformation,* so that Pope-
linniére wrote the greatest praises to him, This
circumstance could not remain unknown to the
Protestants of Poland, whose churches main-
tained a constant intercourse with the reformed
congregations of Switzerland and France.
Montluc left Paris in August, 1572; but he
had not yet passed the frontiers of France, when
the massacre of St. Bartholomew was perpetrated.
Coligny was one of the victims of that abo-
minable event, which sacrificed a policy founded
on national interests to the influence of Rome

promise any sums of money and dignities to those who would
support him.”—Manuscript of Fontanier, in the library Riche-
lieu in Paris.

¢ « Le prélat n’était Catholique que par son titre; il était
determiné en faveur des opinions nouvelles.”—Manuscript of
Fontanier.

VOL. II C
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and Madrid. Montluc, on receiving the news of
that execrable act, saw at once its injurious effect
on the French interest abroad, and suspended
his journey. His life was in great danger, be.
cause the duke of Guise commissioned his secre-
tary Macere to murder him, and to seize the large
sums of money with which he was entrusted,
Catherine de Medicis perceived, however, that
instead of the difficulties of her government in
Frange diminishing, they were rather increased by
the massacre of 8t. Bartholomew, and she saw the
necessity of following the same course of foreign
policy which had been adopted previous to that
deplorable event. Montluc received orders to
continue his journey ; whilst his letter of instruc-
tions, compased by Coligny, remained unaltered,
which is the most splendid evidence of the pa-
triotic views of that great man.

The news of the events of St. Bartholomew’s
day rapidly spread over all Europe, and filled the
Protestants of Germany and Poland with horror.
Schomherg was, at the same time, instructed by his
court to maintain the Protestant princes of Ger-
many in the French interest, and to soften as much
as possible the impression produced by the above-
mentioned news, by exonerating the monarch
from a participation in that abominable crime ;*

® Theking wrote to Schomberg, that he was «fort Eloigné
de la cruauté et de I'inhumanité. Une grande diversité des
Jettres
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whilst Balagny tried in Poland to represent the
massacre of Paris as being produced entirely by
political causes, and without any religious mo-
tive. He assured them also, in a letter addressed
to the senate, that although Henry was an ortho-
dox Catholic, he would not infringe on the liber-
ties of the Protestants.”

Such a task seemed, however, to be impos-
sible; and the object of Mantluc's embassy
presented apparently no hope of success. He
entered Poland on the 12th November 1572,
and found the state of parties there entirely
changed. The Romanist party, despairing of
the success of the archduke of Austria, had
become since the news of the massacre zealous
partisans of the duke of Anjou, whom they con-
sidered as the exterminator of heresy; whilst the
Protestants, terrified by the murder of their bre-
thren in France, abandoned the interests of that
country, the policy of which, since the death of
Coligny, they could not but consider as hostile
to the Protestant cause. Even many Roman
Catholics were indignant at the atrocities com-

lettres qu'ont été envoyées d'Allemagne en Pologne, contenant
plusieurs choses diffamatoires contre mon frére pour empécher
son election, sont malicieusement controuvées.” He wanted the
German Protestant princes to write to the Polish Protestants—
Manuscript of the library Richelien—Sismonde, Hist. des Fran-
¢ois.

* « Conserver les uns et les autres dans toute sureté,”—
Popelinniére, 1. 30.

c2
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mitted in France, the details of which were ra-
pidly spreading all over the country by means of
several publications on that subject,’ and by
several Poles who were present at those scenes,
as well as French Protestants who had escaped
from them. The most active promoter of hatred
against France was colonel Krokowski, a Polish
gentleman, who had commanded, during the reli-
gious wars of France, under Condé and Coligny,
a body of cavalry composed of Polish Protes-
tants, who had left their country to assist their
brethren in France.f Such were the difficulties
which Montluc had to overcome, in order to
obtain the throne of Poland for the duke of
Anjou. He was strongly supported by his go-
vernment, and furnished, as we have already
said, with the most extensive powers. The duke

# There appeared at Cracow a pamphlet, entitled : « Vera et
brevis descriptio tumultus postremi Gallici Lutetiani in quo occi-
dit Admirallius cum aliis non paucis ab origine sine cujusdam
injuria facta”—Cracow in officina Scharffenberg, anno 1578,
There were also circulated pictures of that massacre, where
the king, Charles the Ninth, and the duke of Anjou, were re-
presented animating the murderers. Vide Choisnin, p. 41.
The same .author says, that all the ladies of Poland shed tears,
in speaking of that event, with such abundance as if they had
been present there.

4 Choisnin, p. 78.—Krokowski had commanded a body of
cavalry known in the religious wars of France under the name
of Reitres, and chiefly composed of Germans. Choisnin re-
lates that the same Krokowski had pecuniary claims on France.
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of Anjou himself solemnly disclaimed, in a letter
addressed to the Polish states, his participation
in the atrocities of Paris.* Montluc advised
the French government to proclaim liberty of
conscience in France, and to desist from every
severe measure. His advice was partly followed,
and the affairs of the French Protestants took
a more favourable turn for the sake of their
brethren in Poland.

Montluc, although living retired, maintained
a most active correspondence, in order to allay
the general irritation against his court, boldly
denying the most authentic information about the
events of Paris. He scattered money with the
greatest profusion, promising every thing, and
giving every guarantee that was required. Thus
he accomplished what appeared to be impossible,
and realized the great scheme traced by Coligny.

Many circumstances acted in favour of Mont-
luc. The Protestant party, headed by Firley, and
wishing to have a Protestant king, had no candi-
date who could present himself with hope of suc-
cess. 'The king of Sweden, brother-in-law of the
late monarch, hesitated to take any decisive step ;
and the duke of Prussia, although he had shewn
at the beginning a strong resolution to compete
for the vacant throne, soon abandoned his pro-
ject. A considerable party, which Thuanus

* Vide Heydenstein, 1. 1.
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calls the best part of the nation, wished to elect
a native of the country.* The choice of such a
candidate was chiefly supported by Mielecki,
palatine of Podolia, a Protestant grandee, and
Tomicki, castellan of Gnezno, also a Protestant,
who proposed Stanislav Szafranietz, castellan of
Biecz, a nobleman belonging to the same com-
munion, and exceedingly popular amongst the
lower nobility, as a candidate to the throne. But
Szafranietz had not sufficient resolution for en-
tering into such a contest, which would bhave
been opposed by the great families of Poland, jea-
lous of the lower nobility, by which Szafranietz,
although belonging himself to the first families of
the country, would bave been elevated. He would
also have met with the greatest opposition from
the Roman clergy, who would have done their
utmost in order to prevent the accession of a Pro-
testant, by which the cause of the Reformation
would have triumphed in Poland.¥ Zameoyski,

® « De Pigsto creanda eisi major et melior pars sentiebatns.”

~Thuanus, lvi, liber 8
1 Gratiani gives unwillingly the most splendid testimony to
the patriotic sentiments which the Palish Protestants mani«
fested on that occasion. * The heretics,” said he, * repre-
sented in all the assemblies that there were in the country
lords of an ilustrious birth, who did not cede to any foreign
prince, and that they were much better acquainted with the
laws of the country than the others. That it was far better to
elect a monarch educated in the national manners, who would
love his kingdom as his own country, and his subjects as his
fellow-
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who was much adverse to the election of a native
of the country, prevented it most effectunally by in-
troducing a condition, that those who wished to
be elected to the throne, should quit the place of
the Diet like other candidates. Omn this account
nobody dared openly to proclaim his pretensions
to the throne.

The Diet of election opened on the Sth April, Wariike P e
1573. A contemporary writer, who was present Diet.
at that scene, describes it as more resembling
the camp of an army than a civil assembly. All

fellow.citizens, than a foreign prince who would possess Po-
land as s kingdom got by chance. That their ancestors pre-
ferred to elect & Pole of a fow condition, named Piast, rather than
sabmit fo a foreigner. That they had no occasion to repent
of that election, and that the state prospered under Piast’s de-
scendents during mmany centuries. That it was a shame to
have recourse to other nations, who were neither more valiant
Bor wiser than themselves, and to prefer unknown and distant
prinees, who could be appreciated only by the accounts of their
partisans, or by vague and uncertain reports, to men of
virtae tried iw times of war and peace. Thatit was to declare
i the face of all the nations, that there was not a single Pole
capudle of reigning. That it was very wrong to abandon
themselves to the rule of s king who was ignorant of the
laws, eustoms;, and the language of the country. That they
eould not obey a sovereign whose commands they should not
understand, and that he would be unable to maintain laws
which he did not know; and that, in such a case, it would
become necessary to forget those laws and ordinances which
had rendered the realm flourishing, in order to learn new
laws and customs; as well as foreign manners.”—Vie de Com-
menxdoni, pay Gratiant, Kvre viv chap. 8.



Fruitless at-
tempts of the
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election of the
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parties being fully armed, and several of them
provided with artillery: yet what chiefly excited
the admiration of the foreigners was, that not-
withstanding that hostile array and the excited
state of parties, not a single sword was drawn,
and not a single drop of blood was spilt.* The
Protestant party, comprising the majority of
the great families, proposed that the election
of the monarch should be made by a Diet com-

# <« There were already at Warsaw many armed gentlemen
and many lords, accompanied by a great number of their
friends or vassals, who had arrived from all parts of the king-
dom. The plain, where t!:ey had pitched their tents, and
where the Diet was to take place, had all the appearance of a
camp. They were seen walking about with long swords at
their sides, and sometimes they marched in troops armed with
pikes, muskets, arrows, or javelins. Some of them, besides
the armed men whom they brought for their guard, had even
cannons, and were as if entrenched in their quarters, One
might have said that they were going to a battle rather than to
a Diet, and that it was an array of war and not a council of
state, and that they were assembled rather to conquer a foreign
kingdom than to dispose of their own. At least, it was possible
to suppose, on seeing them, that this affair would be decided
rather by force and by arms, than by deliberation and votes.

“ But what appeared to me the most extraordinary was, that
amongst so many companies of armed men, and with such
impunity in a time when neither laws nor magistrates were
acknowledged, neither a single murder was committed, nor a
sword drawn; and that these great differences where the matter
was to give or to refuse a kingdom, produced nothing but a few
words ; so much is this nation averse to spill its blood in civil
contests,”~-Vie de Commendoni, par Gratiani, L. iv. chap. 10.
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posed in the usual way of the senate and the
nuncios, trusting with good reason to their in-
fluence amongst the higher and more enlightened
classes of society; but this salutary advice was
defeated chiefly by the instrumentality of Za-
moyski, who insisted on the right of each noble
to give his vote personally on that occasion. Za-
moyski, whose eminent services to his country
had justly entitled him to the name of the Great,
committed on that occasion a most fatal error by
throwing the most important transaction of the
state into the hands of a democratic body, which,
although often animated by pure motives, could
be easily led astray by any artful and designing
leader. This measure, which may be considered
as one of the principal causes of the decline of
Poland, acted likewise in the most injurious
manner on the Protestant cause, as the majority
of the elective assembly, composed of the small
nobles of Mazovia, who were blindly devoted to
the interests of Rome, decided the election of the
monarch. Thus the most important transaction
of the state was settled, not by the mature deli-
berations of the best and most enlightened part
of the nation, but by the excited passions of a
senseless nobiliary mob.*

The details of the election of Henry of Valois
to the throne of Poland belong to the political

* Vide Heydenstein.
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history of that country, and we will content
ourselves with mentioning, that Commendoni
baving arrived at Warsaw, represented in a
speech to the senate, that none but a Roman
Catholic should be elected. He was severely
rebuked by Zborowski, palatine of Sandomir,
for intermeddling in the internal affairs of the
country, which he had no right to do; and he
was obliged, notwithstanding all his efforts to
remain at Warsaw, to leave that place, with the
other foreign ambassadors, at the time of the elec-
tion. The Protestants, perceiving their inability
to oppose the election of the duke of Anjou,
resolved to exact from the new monarch the
most ample securities for their rights and inter-
ests. The inflaence of Firley, the chief leader
of that party, prescribed conditions faveurable,
not only to the Protestants in Poland, but like-
wise to their brethren in France, and which the
French ambassadors, Montluc and Lansac, were
obliged to sign, or to see the election of the duke
of Anjou annihilated.*

By this condition, sigred at Plock on the 4th
May 1578, the king of France was to grant a
complete amnesty to the Protestants of that
country, as well as perfect liberty of religious
exercise. All those who wished to leave the

¢ Vide Popelinnidre; Capefigue’s Histoire de la Reforme ;
Thuanus. :
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country were at liberty to sell their properties,
or to receive their incomes, provided they did
not retire into the dominions of the enemies
of France, whilst those who had emigrated
could return to their homes. All proceedings
against persons accused of the conspiracy of
Paris were to be cancelled. Those who had
been condemned, were to be restored to honour
and property, and a compensation was to be
given to the children of those who had been
murdered. Every Protestant who was condemned
to exile, or obliged to fly, was to be restored to
his properties, dignities, &c. The king was to
assign in every province, towns where the Pro-
testants might freely exercise their religion, &c.

These conditions which the Polish Protestants,
being only a part of the nation, were s0 anxious
to secure to their brethren of France, may give
an idea of the advantages which the Protestant
cause in general would have derived from the
final establishment of the Reformation in Poland.
We think that it is scarcely possible to entertain
a doubt, considering the great political impor-
tance of Poland at that time, and the zeal which
the Polish Protestants evineed on every occasion
to sappert their brethren abroad, that the triamph
of the Protestant cause in Poland would have
insured its triumph over all Europe.

After having secured the liberties of their
brethren in France, the Protestants of Poland
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no longer opposed the election of the duke of
Anjou. But when he was proclaimed on the 9th
May by the archbishop and the Roman Catholic
party, without any condition respecting the reli-
gious and many political liberties of the country,
the Protestant party, headed by Firley, retired
to Grochow,* where having mustered a consider-
able armed force, with some artillery, they pro-
claimed their opposition to the election of the
new monarch, until the constitutional liberties of
the country should be secured. After some ne-
gociation, the Romanist party were obliged to
accede to the demands of the Protestants, who
agreed to the election, on condition that the
religious liberties of all Christian confessions
proclaimed by the confederation of the 6th Ja-
nuary, should be fully guaranteed ; that the mo-
narch should have no right to mominate his
successor, or undertake any important political
measure, without the assent of the states. It was
stipulated also, at the same time, that should the
monarch break his promises, he would by such
act forfeit his right to the throne. _
An embassy composed of twelve noblemen,
amongst whom there were several Protestants,

¢ Vide Bielski and Heydenstein.—Grochow is a village on
the right bank of the Vistula, about two English miles from
Warsaw. It became celebrated by a murderous battle which
took place there, between the Russians and the Poles, on the
2bth February 1881.
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went to Paris in order to announce to the duke
of Anjou his elevation to the throne of Poland.
Thuanus describes the universal admiration
which they excited in Paris by the splendour of
their retinues, and even more by their learning
and accomplishments.*

Their arrival produced a favourable effect on
the affairs of the French Protestants, as Montluc
strongly recommended his court to grant them
the liberties which he had promised for them to
the Polish Protestants. The siege of Sancerre
was discontinued, and the Protestants of that
town received more tolerable conditions. Al-
though it was difficult to the court, on account
of the predominance of the Romanist party in
France, to grant to the Protestants the favourable
terms which had been promised by Montluc, it
made to them, by the edict of July 1573, several
important concessions. Thus all accusations and
libels against them were prohibited, the towns of

* «There was not a single one amongst them who did not
speak Latin; many knew the German and the Italian languages,
and some of them spoke our own tongue with such purity, that
they might be taken for men educated on the banks of the
Seine and the Loire, rather than for inhabitants of a country
watered by the Vistula and the Dnieper. They have quite
shamed our courtiers, who are not only ignorant themselves, but
are moreover declared enemies of every thing called knowledge.
They could never answer any question addressed to them by
these foreigners, otherwise than by a sign, or by blushing with
confusion.”~—Thuanus, lib. lvi.
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Montauban, Rochelle, and Nismes, had the free
exercise of Protestant religion, which could be
professed privately everywhere, except within two
leagues of Paris, and the lives and properties of
the Protestants were declared inviolable, Not.
withstanding these concessions, the Protestant
members of the embassy, although abandoned,
and even opposed by their Romanist companions,
insisted on the complete fulfilment of the pro-
mises given by Montluc; but their demands
produced no effect.*

Whilst the embassy was on its journey to

® The Polish delegates were anxious to secure a perfect
oquality of rights to the Protestants of France. They ad-
dressed king Charles the Ninth, on that occasion, in the fol-
lowing manner :—¢ Avant que nous, principalement qui sont
de la religion reformée en Pologne, fussions d'avis de bailler
le royaume au frére de votre majesté, nous avons été d'avis
4 employer tout notre travail & ce que par notre intercession et
affection trds-grande, plein de piété et de fidélité envers la
France, les guerres civiles fussent abolies pour jamais & condi-
tions commodes, et par une paix ferme et stable autant avanta-
geuse pour l'un que pour l'autre. Lequel point, pour cette
cause, a été soigneusement traité avec les ambassadeurs de votre
majesté, La paix publique, et commune tranquillité, a été
conservée parceque nos rois ont donné liberté de conscience &
chacun. Nous avons couché par articles, quelques mayens
commodes de pacification, lesquels ont été jurés par paroles
expresses au nom et en la foi de votre majestt. Voyant
avec notre grand regret, que les promesses et articles qu'on
nous a jurés n'ont été accordés & ceux de la religion, &c.”—
Popelinniére, Histoire de la France.
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Frange, the Romanist party tried by its intrigues
to destroy the effect of the constitutional securi-
ties given to the religious liberties of the country.
Hosius argued that the confederation of the 6th
January was a criminal conspiracy against God,
and therefore should be abolished by the king’;
and he zealously recommended to the archbishop
of Gnezno, to Albert Laski, and to the notorious
cardinal of Lotaringia, to prevent the newly
elected monarch from confirming by his oath the
religious liberties of Poland. But when Henry
had taken that oath, he openly recommended
to him perjury, maintaining that an oath given
ta heretics may be broken even without an abso-
lution,*

William Ruzeus, confessor of Heunry, was

¢ Hosius despatched his confidant, and afterwards his bio-
grapher Rescius to the king, to whom he addressed, in a letter
dated October 19, 15678, amongst others: “ That he ought not
to follow the example of Herod, but rather that of David, who
to his greatest praise kept not what he had thoughtlessly sworn.
It mattered not in the present case about a single Nabal, but
about thousands of souls who will be delivered into the power
of the devil. As the king had sinned with Peter, so ought he
ta atone with him for his sin, amend his error, and reflect that
the oath was not a band of iniquity, and that there was no
necessity for him to be absolved from his oath, because accord-
ing to every law, all that he had inconsiderately done was
neither binding, nor had any value, &c. &c.”~~Friese Beytriige,
&c. vol. ii. page 43.
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commissioned to explain to the monarch the
duty of breaking his pledges given to the nation,
and guaranteed by the sanctity of an oath.* The
clergy endeavoured to spread an opinion, that
the above-mentioned confederation authorized
every crime and blasphemy, and would produce
a general confusion and revolts similar to those
of the peasants in Westphalia. The nobles of
the palatinate of Plock, which formed a part of
the strictly Romanist Mazovia, were so excited
by the representations of the clergy, that they
sent a delegate to Paris with a petition to the
new monarch, not to confirm the religious liberty
guaranteed by the confederation of the 6th Ja-
nuary 1573. Solikowski, a learned and zealous
Romanist prelate, addressed to Henry more
dangerous advice than that of Hosius. He said
that, submitting to the necessity, he ought to
promise and swear every thing that was de-
manded, in order to prevent a civil and religious
war; but, that once possessed of the throne,
he will have every means to crush heresy even
without violence.

The efforts of the Romanists to prevent the
new monarch from confirming by his oath the
religious liberties of the country proved, how-
ever, abortive. The delegate of the palatinate
of Plock did not obtain an audience of the king,

* Vide Vita Hosii, autore Rescio.—Epistolee Hosii, 198.
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and several Roman Catholic members of the
embassy insisted with the Protestants on the
strict fulfilment of the conditions on which
Henry was elected to the throne of Poland.
Such were Zamoyski and Herburt, whilst the
Protestant members, Gorka, Zborowski, To-
micki, and Prince Prunski, were determined to
prevent the accession of the monarch rather
than to give up the stipulated conditions. The
bishop Konarski presented a declaration from
the archbishop against the above-mentioned
conditions, which, however, being made without
the assent of the senate, was considered as
a private act of the archbishop, and conse-
quently without any legal validity. Konarski
was obliged to give way to the unanimous opi-
nion of the embassy, but reserved to himself
the power of presenting the above-mentioned
declaration to the king in person, which he did
at the solemn presentation of the diploma of
election to Henry, on the 10th September, at
the church of Notre Dame.

This act produced some confusion, as Zborow-
ski interrupted the solemnity with the following
words addressed to Montluc: “ Had you not
accepted in the name of the duke the conditions
of religious liberty, our opposition would have
prevented this duke from being elected our
monarch.” Henry feigned to be astonished, and
as if he did not understand the subject of dis-

VOL. II D
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cussion ; but Zborowski addressed him, saying :
« I repeat, sire, that if your ambassadors had
not accepted the conditions of liberty to the
contending religious persuasions, our opposition
would have prevented you from being elected
king ; and that if you do not confirm those con-
ditions, you will not he king.” After this, the
members of the embassy surrounded the mo-
narch, and Herburt read to him the formula of
the oath prescribed by the national representa-
tives, which Henry repeated without any opposi-
tion. The bishop Karnkowski, who had stood
aside, approached the king after he had sworn,
and protested that the liberty of religious pro-
fessions was not to injure the authority of the
church of Rome, and the king gave him a written
testimony of that protestation.

Henry left Paris in September, but arrived in
Poland only on the 25th January 1574. He
travelled on purpose very slowly, expecting the
demise of his brother Charles the Ninth, who was
in a very bad state of health, and whom he was
to succeed on the throne of France.

Although he had confirmed by his oath the
religious liberties of Poland, the fears of the
Protestant party were not entirely allayed ; and
they resolved jealously to watch their antagonists
at the Diet of the coronation, where they had a
majority. These fears were not without founda-
tion; and Gratiani, who left Cracow with the
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instructions of the archbishop and several Roma-
nist leaders, met the new sovereign in Saxony,
where he represented to him that he had the
right of governing Poland as an absolute mo-
narch, and advised him in what manner he
might easily crush the religious as well as the
political liberties of the country, which he had
sworn in the most solemn manner to preserve.*

® Let us hear the advice of Gratiani to Henry in his own
words: ““ I assured him that the king of Poland was absolute
master of the life and death of all his subjects. That all appeals
were made to him from the magistrates of towns and pro-
vinces. That he was the only interpreter of the laws as well
as of the constitution. That the function of the senate was to
give him advice, but not to prescribe anything to him. That
the king was to listen to their opinions, but to decide him-
self. That the edicts were proposed in the senate, but made
in his cabinet. That he received the advice of others, but that
he himself gave orders. That, finally, the senate was the wit-
ness, but not the arbiter of the actions of the king, to whom
nothing was prohibited, except injustice and violence.

¢ That, besides, it was impossible to obtain either any
title of honour or pre-eminence, or even considerable wealth,
except through the favour and liberality of the king. That
there was no other dignity than that of senator, and that it
was commonly bestowed on those who had been entrusted
with some government or financial administration, and that
this honour was not hereditary, but distributed by the king as
favours or rewards. That the monarch was thus the master
of the honour, fortunes, and lives of his subjects, who could not
expect any dignity except from his favour. That these were the
means for moving, stopping, or regulating the affairs of the
state according to his will. That the king had the entire

D2 disposition
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The arguments of Hosius, that the oath of
the monarch was not binding, became known as
well as his letter to the archbishop and the bishops

disposition of the finances, and that he gave no account of them
to the senate, and that the treasurers addressed themselves only
to the monarch, who created treasurers as well as senators.
That it was necessary to 