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46 NAVAL WAR. [A-D.

tion on the isiand of Montreal. Su admirably were the arrange-
ments concerted, that on the same day Murray came up with
his force from Quebec, and Haviland from L’Isle aux Noix the
day following. Montreal was the second town for extent and traffie
in the colony, but its fortifications were mean and inconsiderable,
although some works had been added to strengthen the place against
this expected attack. Amherst forthwith brought up some guns from
the landing-place of La Chine, and determined to commence opera-
tions in form; but as soon as De Vaudreuil saw himself completely
enclosed he despaired of successfully defending himself, and aceord-
ingly on the 7th he sent out two officers to demand a capitulation,
which was granted on the 8th. Thus in the sixth year of the war,
and after the most severe struggles, the French power on the con-
tinent of North America was utterly subverted, and the whole of
Canada brought under submission to the British sceptre. The town
of New Orleans and a few plantations upon the Mississippi alone re-
mained to France of all her settlements on the American continent.

35. NavaL War.

The British Navy under the vigorous administration that so
successfully directed the war attained an increase till then unpre-
cedented. It now amounted to 120 ships of the line, besides
frigates, sloops, bombs, and tenders. A fleet of seventeen sail was
in the Indian seas, twenty sail of the line protected the West
Indies, twelve the North American station, ten the Medite:
and the remaining sixty-one were either in the Channel or in bar-
bour. The enemy had not a fleet equipped for active service any

where this year; but their privateers and armed vessels swarmed in -

every sea, and made prize of some 200 vessels belonging to British
commerce, while for some unexplained reason very few prizes were
made upon the French. The court of Versailles, in its desire to
succour Montreal, had equipped a considerable number of store-
ships in the spring under convoy of a frigate. These all safely
arrived on the North American coast, but understanding that a
British squadron had already entered the St. Lawrence, they took
shelter in the Bay of Chaleurs, where, in the course of the summer,
Captain Byron with three British ships came unexpectedly upon
them and captured them all, consisting of about twenty sail with
considerable magazines.

1t may be remembered that at the time of Hawke's engagement
in Quiberon Bay in the last year, a small armament equip, by an
active adventurer of the name of Thurot had escaped the vigilanee of
the British commanders, and directed his course from Dunkirk into the
North Sea. His instructions were, to make occasional descents upon the
coast of Ireland, and by dividing the military forces and distracting
the attention of the government in that kingdom, to facilitate the
projected descent of M. de Conflans, which Hawke's victory altn-
gether prevented. Thurot’s original squadron consisted of five ships,
one of which, the “ Maréchal de Belleisle,” mounted 44 guns, and the
~est about 30 each. He had 1270 soldiers on board of them besides





































46 NAVAL WAR. [a-D.
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frigates, sloops, bombs, and tenders. A fleet of seventeen sail was
in the Indian scas, twenty sail of the line protected the West
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and the remaining sixty-one were cither in the Chanuel or in har-
bour. The enemy had not a fleet equipped for active service any
where this year; but their privateers and armed vessels awarmed in
every sea, and made prize of some 200 vessels belonging to British
commeree, while for some unexplained reason very few prizes were
made upon the French. The court of Versailles, in its desire to
succour Montreal, had equipped a considerable number of store-
ships in the spring under convoy of a frigate. These all safely
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British squadron had already entered the St. Luwrence, they took
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Captain Byron with three British ships came unexpectedly upon
them and eaptured them all, consisting of about twenty sail with
considerable magazines.
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active adventurer of the name of Thurot had escaped the vigilance of
the British commanders, and directed lis course from Dunkirk into the
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, 162 DEATH OF GENERAL LORD CLIVE. [a-p.

empire, or as the governor whose resolution and integrity stamped
the characters which have given stability and permanence to fts

wer 1,”

Lord Clive’s genius for war was intuitive ; he had little instrue-
tion and no counsellors, for he was one of the few men whose
conduct was always directed by the dictates of his own mind, and
whose decisions were therefore secret. Like all great men, he took
counsel only of himself ; and like the first of the Ciwsars, the talents
of other men could add little to his genius. Hc was born a leader;
and the great Lord Chatham pronounced him to be a heaven-born
general; for without experience, or being much versed in military
affairs, he had surpassed all the officers of his time. He was, in
truth, compelled to form himself as well as hLis officers and his army;
and it is said that ““ of the eight officers who commanded under him

at the defence of Arcot only two had ever been in action, and four :
out of the eight were mere factors of the Company, induced by |

Clive's example to volunteer their services.”” But although nothing
is8 known of the steps he took to prepare himself for military life
in youth, he was early remarkable for a bold adventurous spirit. An
aversion to control marked his boyhood and his maturity. It is
related that he was on one occasion desired to ask pardon of
the governor’s secretary, whom he had offended, which was accepted
by the official with an invitation to dine with him. ¢ No, sir,”
replied Clive, “ the governor did not command me to dine with yon.”
On another occasion he detected a young officer cheating him at

cards, and was accordingly challenged to fight him in a duel. After

an interchange of shots he was asked if he was satisfied. *Satisfied,”
said Clive, “[ said that you cheated, and 1 say so still; fire away.”
He certainly devoted much of his time, on his arrival at Madras and
for the first five years of his residence there, to reading; during
which period he must have acquired a considerable amount of know-
Jedge. It would be unreasonable, therefore, to suppose that he was
wholly indebted to his geni nor are, indeed, men ever so—yet
doubtless, like all great minds, he could not unly devise and decide,
but he could communicate his ardent spirit to his followers, and
awaken a devotion which can alone be acquired in war by great
natural qualities. The East India Company never had a more zealous,
upright, and efficient scrvant; and it is without question that Great
Britain mainly owes her Eastern Empire to Lord Clive.

1775.

1. WAR BETWEEN GREAT BRITAIN AND HER NORTH AMERICAN COLONTRS.
—2. BATTLE OF CONCORD OR LEXINGTON.—3. TICONDEROGA AND
CRUWN POINT TAKEN BY THE PATRIOT3.—4. BATTLE OF BUXKER'S

1 Macaulay and Alison.



























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































324 GREAT NAVAL BATTLE. [an

gmund whmw dmmotvr did not oxcocd 200 yords was at length felt:
the works on one side were so destroyed as to form an entire and
perfeet breach.  The Admiral was on the 8th of February informed
by signals of the distress and danger of the garrison; but nothing
could be done, for no means existed of being able to extricate them
from their difienltics.  On the ro-embarkation of Prescot the Mar
quis de Bouillé had summoned the fort again, and Governor Shirley
now embraced the proposal of a capitulation, when every condition
proposed, whether in favour of the garrison or the inland, was agreed
to. Indeed, the Marquis de Bouillé’s magnanimity in all the trans
actions which he had with the British in these conquests is lpoku
of by English writers with the greatest praiso and thankfulness: he
seemed to have been the man to reap all the French laurels of the
war in that quarter, and his activity in fight and genecrosity towards
the conquered were alike conspienous,

The surrender of Brimstone 1lill rendered the longer stay of the
English squadron in the anchorage ground of Basseterre eqlﬂ
useless and dangerous, and nothing remained for Sir Samuel Hi
but to retire and carry off his squs adron in as perfect a condition s
possible,  * Would the event of a battle have determined the fate of
the island ho would have attacked the enemy.” But the French had
been just joined by two now ships of the line from France, so that
M. de Grasse now possessed the decided superiority of battle ships.
The means therefore of even quitting his situation were not a little

difficult to the British Admiral. Nevertheless, on the night after -

the eapitulation, the enemy’s fleet lying within five niiles, and their
lights full in view, the English squadron were ordered to cut their

cables and put out to sea all as nearly as possible at the same instant, !

and this they did according to their orders without obatruction o
pursuit, and the fleet got clear away. The neighbouring British
islands of Nevis and Montserrat followed the fortune: of St. Chris-
topher’s, and surrendered to a French force under the Count de
Barras, so that of all their numerous posscasions in the West Indies,
Jamaica, Barbadoes, and Antigun now alune remained to the
English.

13. GRrEAT Navan Barre BerwikN RobNky anp D Grassz,

While the French fleet under De Guichen, which Admiral Kem-
penfeldt was too weank to intercept, was proceeding to the West
Indies, Sir George Rodney, who had hoisted his tlag on board the
“ Arrogant,” got the start of them from the Channel by a few
days, and had proceeded for the West Indies with a squadron of
twelve ships of the line, Roduey about the middle of Mareh
effeeted o Jllll(tlull with Hood on his pasaage away from St

Christopher’s, and found himself at the head of a fleet of thirtys

six ships of the line. Hood was enabled to inform the Admiral
that the Count de Grasse was #=afe in Port Royal, bt was medi-
tating a descent on Jamaiea. De Guichen had met with sweh a
continued jon of tempest and foul weather that the hF
portion of his squadron had been obliged to return o Franee 8
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« Ardent,” G4, which had been captured by the French in the be- '|
ginning of the war was now recaptured by the “ Belliqueux,” and the i
* Bedford.” The * Dindeme,” 74, went down by a single broadside
from the * Formidable.” M. de Grasse, even after his line was
broken, with his seconds, * Lo Languedoe,” and * La Couronne,”
continued the contest with the * Canada.”™ Tt seemed as if he were
determined to sink rather than strike to any thing but a flag, for
though he still held out, he was already much batteredl. At length
Sir Samuel Hood eame up in the © Barfleur,” just as the sun was
sinking below the horizon, and poured in a most tromendous and
destructive fire, which is anid to have killed sixty men outright
The French Admiral resolutely endured even the repetition of this

fire for a quarter of an hour, when, having as it is said but three
men alive and unhurt on the upper deck, (he himself being one of the

three,) he hauled down his flag and surrendered his sword to Sir
Samuel Hood.  The thrill of eestacy that penetrated every bosom
the British fleet when the flag of the * Ville de Paria ™ went down,
is not to be deseribed.  She was the largest ship atloat, and such a
surrender was the erowning glory of the contlict,

The sea never witnessed a more noble contest, which had lasted
during the whole day of the 12th of April, when prodigies of valour
had been performed on both sides, When it grew dark tho Admiral
thought it necessary to bring to for tho night, in order to keep the
fleet colleeted, secure the prizes, and afford time for inquiring into
the state and condition of his ships after so sovere and long an
action, The remains of the encmy’s fleet went oft’ bofore the wind
in small detached squadrons and single ships ; the greater part under
Bougainville and Vaudreuil bore away in a body for St. Domingo;
while some ran down for shelter and relicf to the Duteh island of
Cuvagoa,  Sir George Rodney finding the enemy entirely out of sight
in the morning, attempted to pursue thewm, but after three days,
finding they were gone away to leeward, he desisted and dispatched
Sir Samuel Hood with the hope of picking up some of tho disabled
ships. On the 19th Hood overtook and eaptured the “ Jason,” 64, the
* Caton,” G4, and two large frigates, in tho Mona Passage, between
Hispaniola and Porto Rico, which brought up the whole loss of the
Freneh in this action to cight ships of the line and two frigates. Four
of the ships that eacaped got safe into Curagoa, but for somne time the
Freneh commanders believed that twelve ships of the lino had been
cither lost or taken, Their loss in killed and wounded was computed
at from 2000 to 3000 killed, and double that number wounded.  One
of the eaptured ships, the * Dindéme,” had been sunk, and one, the
¢ César,” had blown up after the action, in both which all on board
had perished.  The ships had fought all through the day at such close
quarters, and the Freneh had so many land troops aboard their shi
that their loss could not but have been excessive.  On the side of tre.
British in both actions, (for uo sepnrate lists wero kept,) the loss
amounted to 1050 killed,  Captain Blair, of the * Auson,” and Loxd
Robert Manners were in that number, and universally lanentod. A
monument to their joint memory was erectod by Farliament in 8¢
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gmund nhose diameter d|d not exceed 200 yards was at length felt:
the works on one side were so destroyed as to form an entire and n
perfect breach. The Admiral was on the 8th of February informed i
by rignals of the distress and danger of the garrison; bntnodmg
could be done, for no means existed of bemg able to extricate them |
from their difficulties.  On the re-embarkation of Prescot the Mar- :
quis de Bouillé had summoned the fort again, and Governor Shirley 3
now embraced the proposal of a eapitulation, when every condition .

proposed, whether in favour of the garrison or the island, was agreed ! '

to. ~ Indeed, the Marquis de Bouili¢’s magmanimity in all the trans- .
actions which he had with the British in these conquests is

of by English writers with the greatest praise and thankfolness: he

scemed to have been the man to reap ail the French Jaurels of the
war in that quarter, and his activity in fight and generosity towards
the conquered were alike eonspicuous.

The surrender of Brimstone Hill rendered the longer stay of !h
English squadron in the anchorage ground of Basseterre
useless and dangerous, and lmtlun'v remained for Sir Samuel H
but to retire and carry off his squxulron in as perfect a condition s
possible.  “ Would the event of a battle have determined the fate of
the island he would have attacked the enemy.” But the French had
been just joined by two new ships of the line from France, so that
M. de Grasse now possessed the decided superiority of battle shipa.
The means therefore of even quitting his situation were not a little
difficult to the British Admiral. Nevertheless, on the night after
the capitulation, the enemy’s fleet lying within five miiles, and their
lights full in view, the English squadron were ordered to cut their
cables and put out to sea all as nearly as possible at the same instant,
and this they did according to their orders without obstruction ar
pursuit, and the fleet got clear away. The neighbouring British
islands of Nevis and Montserrat followed the fortune of St. Chris-
topher’s, and surrendered to a French force under the Count de
Barras, so that of all their numerous possessions in the West Indies,
Jamaica, Barbadoes, and Antigua now alone remained to the
English.

13. GReaT Navar BatrLe Berweex Ropsey axp DE Grasse.

While the French fleet under De Guichen, which Admiral Kem- '
penfeldt was too weak to intercept, was proceeding to the West :
Indies, Sir George Rodney, who had Loisted his flag on board the .
 Arrogant,” got the start of them from the Chaunel by a few .
days, and had procceded for the West Indies with & squadron of |
twelve ships of the line. Rodney about the middle of Mareh
effected a junction with Hood on his passage away from St
Christopher’s, and found himself at the head of a fleet of thirty-
six ghips of the line. Ilvod was enubled to inform the Admirsl .
that the Count de Grasse was safe in Port Royal, but was medi-
tating a descent on Jamaica. De Guichen had met with such a
continued succession of tempest and foul weather that the larger .
portion of his squadren had been obliged to return to Frames ia |
!
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fire for a quarter of an hour, “lun, having as it is said bu:
men alive and unhurt on the upper deck, (he himself being oue ¢
three.) he hauled down his flaz and surrendered his sword t
Samuel Hood.  The thrill of ecstacy that penetrated every bos
the British fleet when the flag of the “ Ville de Paris” went (
is not to be described. She was the largest ship afloat, and st
surrender was the crowning glory of the conflict.

The sea never witnessed a more noble contest, which had 1
during the whole day of the 12th of April, when prodigies of v
had been performed on both sides. When it grew dark the Ad
thought it neceseary to bring to for the night, in order to kee
fleet collected, secure the prizes, and afford time for inquiring
the state and condition of his ships after so severe aud lor
action. The remains of the enemy’s flcet went off before the
in small detached squadrons and single ships ; the greater part 1
Bougainville and Vaudreuil bore away in a body for St. Dom
while some ran down for shelter and relief to the Dutch isla:
Curagna. Sir George Rodney finding the enemy entirely out of
in the morning, attempted to pursue them, but aiter three
finding they were gone away to leeward, he desisted and dispa
Sir Samuel Hood with the hope of picking up some of the dis
shipa. On the 19th Hood overtook and captured the “ Jason,” 6
“ Caton,” 64, and two large frigates, in the Mona Passage, bet
Hispaniola and Porto Rico, which brought up the whole loss o
French in this action to eight ships of the line and two frigates.
of the ships that escaped got safe into Curagoa, but for some tim
French commanders believed that twelve ships of the line had



























336 ELLIOT'S DEFENCE OF GIBRALTAR. [Aa

was unhounded : the Duke de Crillon was appointed Captain-Gener:
of the Spanish armies, and, in conjunction with Don Juseph Moren
was forthwith destined to the command of the mighty armame
prepared for the recovery of Gibraltar. This celebrated rock wi
now, indeed, & most conspicuous object, calculated to draw tl
attention of all to the most famous siege and defence recorded !
modern history.  The Chevalier d’Ar¢on, a French engineer of hig
note, was the leader from whose shill the fall of this mighty fortre:
wus especially expected ; but King Charles I11. took part himself
tlic modification and adjustment of the plans of attack, as he ha
indced also done in that of Minorca. The preparations against Gil
raltar, though vast and beyond all example immensely expensiv
were now nearly matured. It was said that no less than 1200 piect
of heavy ordnance had been accumnulated before the place ; while tl
quantities of powder, shot, and every kind of military stores wei
50 immense as to be heyond the credibility of that age.  The amow
of gunpowder was said to exceed 83,000 barrels. Forty gunboa
with heavy artillery, as many bomb-vessels with 12-inch mortar
and 300 large bouts were collected from every part of Spain :
minister as tenders to the fighting-vessels during the action ; ar
while the combined fleets of France and Spain, amounting to abo
fifty sail of the line, were to cover and support the attack, nearly a
the frigates and smaller armed vessels of the kingdom were destine
to second the powerful efforts of the great floating-bhatteries, whic
were the corner-work of this mighty undertaking. ‘Ten great shij
of from 600 to 1400 tons burden had been cut down to form floa
ing-batteries that could be neither sunk nor fired ; 200,000 cub
feet of timber had been with infinite labour worked into their ewm
struction to strengthen them against the first casualty ; and in orde
to protect them from bombs or grape a hanging roof was contrive
composed of strong rope-work netting covered with hides, whic
might shicld them from the red-hot shot of the fortress ; a cont:
vance of pipes ran along all the solid workmanship to communica
water for extingui~hing fire in every direction. These batteries we
mounted with new brass cannon of great weight. Forty thousa
men, and more artillery than had ever been befure collected togethe
on o narrow a puint, together with a numercus body of skilf
artillery and engineer officers from France, Italy, Germany, ax
Switzerland were sought for and obtained for this great unde
taking from nearly every country in Europe. The length ar
celebrity of the siege had drawn volunteers from all parts: n
only the old nobility of Spain, but the chivalrous from all land
flocked to display their valour on this mighty enterprise. Amo
the number two princes of the blood of France appeared to increa
the grandeur of the scene: the Count d’Artois, brother to tl
French King, and his courin, the Duke de Bourbon, desired -
immortalize their names in the recovery of Gibrultar to the
kinsman and ally. The arrival of the French princes was mat
kuown by the most condescending and delicate attentions to Ellic
the Governor, to whom they seut fruit, vegetables, game, and ic







forms and varieties of attack and the enormcus quantity of
poured upon them. Gun and mortar-buats were now addes
the instruments of destruction, and it was calculated that at
time the bombardment went on at the rate of 4000 shosws
day.

The combined French and Spanish fleets were now all arrive
Algeziras; and the new battering-ships were in readiness, «
armed with 1564 pieces of heavy artillery, thirty-six artillerymen
volunteers being allutted to each gun. The gun and mortar-b
were to carry on their attacks in every possible direction, while
floating-batteries and battering-ships had each their destined obj
By these means, and by the fire of nearly 300 cannon from the
of the isthinus, it was intended that every side of the rock sh
be attacked at the same instant, so that the garrison shouk
thrown into irretrievable confusion, consternation, and dismay,
their attention called away to 8o many services, that the resist
it was thought must become ineffective, and totally unequa
the accumulated weight and force of the attack. Charles
began to ask every morning on awaking,  Is it ours t” and
roply being in the negative, added, “ Well, but it must soei
ours,” There is a tradition common at Gibraltar that a Que¢
Spain ascended the high hill near the rock called the “ Chair,”
vowed she would not come down or take food until called to din
Gibraltar. The Kings of Spain were, however, not half the
their wives were, and did not come so near as the * Chair,” bat
content to dream about the capture between sleeping and wa
and keep at a distance.
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regiments lay to their arms, but the time of insult was now passed
away.

Thus did the Pillars of Ilercules, so conspicuous as emblems on
the deviee of Charles V., with their ancient motto, “ Nec plus ultrs,”
and borne by him upon his banners in his wars aguinst Franeis I.,
now in British hands, beat back all the endeavours of the heirs
of Charles and Franeis combined!. Thus was a sigual but com-
pletely defensive victory obtained by comparatively a handful of
brave men over the combined efforts and united powers, by sea and
by land, of two great warlike and potent nations, sparing no expense
of lnbour, or exercise of art to obtain a greatly desired objeet.
Thus ended all Chevalier d’Argon’s high flown hopes and visions
his coustrnetions were utterly destroyed ; his 160 guns were sunk
to the bottomn of the sea, and his fume blasted. He wrote to the
I'rench  Ambassador at Madrid, “I have burned the temple of
Ephesus; every thing is lost, and throngh my fault, but the honour
of the two kings remnins untarnished.”

The siege was nevertheless not yet abandoned, and the garrivon
was still kept continually on the alert, expeeting some rencewed attack,
and watching attentively the smallest movements of the enemy.
The knowledge that Eliot’s stock of provisions and ammunition must
he low, and the hope that the combined fleet might still prevent the
British fleet from throwing supplies into the fortress, afforded a

glimmering of hope to the enemy, that such an auspicious event as
the conquenst of the place might, by this contingeney, yet be obtained,
which might convert the past disappointment into an augmentation
of glory. But on the 24th of September an express reached Madrid
that Lord Howe, with the Britinh fleet intended for the relief of
Gibraltar, had quitted England, and on the 9th of October they were
informed that it had been seen off Lisbon stecering to the southward
with a fair wind.  On the night of the tenth a violent gale of wind
sprung up from the westward, which was felt in the Bay as well as
by the fleets at sen. At midnight it increased to » hurricane. One
Spanish ship of the line was seen to be driven ashore near Algeziras;
two more were driven to the castward into the Moditerranean; a
Spanish two-decker, the “San Michele,” Jost her mizenmast in
endeavouring to weather the rock ; several shots were fired at her
from the walls and passed through her when she at length grounded
near the Rageed Staff, and struck her flag to the garvison. On the
morning that suceceded the storm, the 11th of October, the Iritish
fleet, which had indeed felt it, but through the care of Lord Howe -
und the vigilimee and skill of the ofticers and crews had weathered -
it out and kept well together, enme about one hour after midnight in |
sight of Gibraltar, and soon after the “ Latona” frigate, Captain
Conway, unchored under the guns of the place, to inforin the Governor |
of Lord Howe’s arrvival, and that the fleet consisted of thirty-four
sail of the line, including cleven three-deckers, and six frigates, with
thirty-one ordnance transports, and an immense convoy, 1560 sail in

1 Lord Stanhape. |
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the Ameriean War among tho leaders of cither side, 1t was
weareely to be expeeted on that of the patriots, becanne they were
wholly inexperienced men in military matters, oxeepting Washiugton
himeelf; but Gaten, Lineoln, Montgomery, Greene, and Sullivan,
bave left no mark of fame,  The same may bo sid of the foreignes
who joined their standard, French, Poles, &e.  Nor ean it be sald
that the British earned much reputation that hax survived the cone
tent,  Sir Willinm Howe and Sir Henvy Clinton obtained their red
ribbons, but obtained but little praine or blame.  Burgoyne and
Cornwallin hiave left a renown not to be envied ; and Sir Guy Carleton
in the North, and Lord Rawdon in the South, did well, but had tow
limited o field for glovy,

The only General who is named with respeet for his exploits in the
war, aud whose memory atill lives an a doughty paladin and a Imr
benr among the Awerican people, in Tarloton,  He was present in
all the actions and affaivs i 1777-8 that preceded the return of the |
royal army to New York, and his conduet in the field obtained for -
him shortly afterwards the independent command of the cavalry of
the British Logion,  In this character e served under Clinton at |
the siege of Charleston, eutting off all communications with the |
conntry by his light troops, at which time he succended in surprining
and deatroying three vegimenta of the cnemy's eavalry 3 and, on the I
surrender of the town, overtook after o wearisome pusuit and de -
fented nt Waxmaw a superior body of infuntry under Colonel Burford, |
whom he vouted with the lows of four guns and all their bageage.
He wan unfortunate in the affair at Cowpens, for which Lord Corme
wallis blamed him ¢ but at Guildford Courte Houwae, e had an active
share in the discomfiture of General Qreene, and lost his right hasd |
in the action,  Tarloton continued to serve up to the unfortunate
aflair at York Town, when he was in command of the soparete
garrinon at Gloueeator,  After the peace of 1783 he saw no active
nerviee ; but he had been guite the Seydlitz of the American War, asd
afforded overy promise of heing a first-rate outpost officer.  He
boeeame Grand Cross of the Bath, and died in 1033,

21, PrELIMINARIES OF DPEACK.

The failure before Gibraltar was the lant action of importane
during the war.  Splendid as had been the concluding seence of the
dramn to Great Britain, the policy of sheathing thie sword had bees |
universally admitted by her people,  The ehange of. administratios
had impeded the negotiations that had been commeoencod at Parle
between Mr. Greaville aud De, Franklin for the acknowledgment of
the independence of the Novth American Colonies; but ﬂn‘r
liminaries for a separation were at length signed on the 30th o
November bhetween the American Commiissioners and the mothet
country, and King ”mrf“ 111, thus announced this faot to his par
linment on the dth of Decomber: “1 havo sacrificed overy e

sideration of my own to the wishes and opinions of 1
make it my humblo and oarnest prayer to Alwighty \.3 m
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the American War among the leaders of either side. It wa
scarcely to be expected on that of the patriots, because they wer
wholly inexperienced men in military matters, excepting Washingtx
himself ; but Gates, Lincoln, Muntgomery, Greene, and Sullivar
have left no mark of fame. 'The same may be said of the foreigner
who joined their standard, French, Poles, &c. Nor can it be sai
that the British earned much reputation that has survived the con
test,  Sir William Howe and Sir Henry Clinton obtained their re
ribbons, but obtained but little praise or blame. Burgoyne am
Cornwallis have left a renown not to be envied ; and Sir Guy Carleta
in the North, and Lord Rawdon in the South, did well, but had to
limited a field for glory.

The only General who is named with respect for his exploits in th
war, and whose memory still lives as a doughty paladin and a bug
bear among the American people, is Tarleton. Ile was present it
all the actions and affairs in 1777-8 that preceded the return of the
royal army to New York, and his conduct in the ficld obtained fu
him shortly afterwards the independent command of the cavalry o
the British Legion. In this character he served under Clinton a
the siege of Charleston, cutting off all communications with the
country by his light troops, at which time he succeeded in surprising
and destroying three regiments of the enemy’s cavalry ; and, on the
surrender of the town, overtook after a wearisome pursuit and de
feated at Waxsaw a superior body of infantry under Colonel Burford
whom he routed with the loss of four guns and all their baggage
He was unfortunate in the affair at Cowpens, for which Lord Corn
wallis blamed him ; but at Guildford Court- House, he had an activ
share in the discomfiture of General Greene, and lost his right hand
in the action. Tarleton continued to serve up to the unfortunate
affair at York Town, when he was in command of the separatt
garrison at Gloucester. After the peace of 1783 he saw no activ
service ; but he had been quite the Seydlitz of the American War, and
afforded every promise of being a first-rate outpost officer. H¢
became Grand Crouss of the Bath, and died in 1833.

21. PRELIMINARIES OF PEACE.

The failure before Gibraltar was the last action of importase
during the war. Splendid as had been the concluding scenes of tix
drama to Great Britain, the policy of sheathing the sword had bes
universally admitted by her people. The change of. administratio
had impeded the negotiations that had been commenced at Park
between Mr. Grenville and Dr. Franklin for the acknowledgment o
the independence of the North American Colonies; but the pre
liminarics for a separation were at length signed on the 30th ¢
November between the American Commissioners and the mothe
country, and King George 111. thus announced this fact to his pa
liament on the 5th of December: “I have sacrificed every e
sideration of my own to the wishes and opinions of m ml-. .
make it my humble and earnest prayer to Almighty Gox Gres
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country; but the separation having been made and become inevi
I shall be the last man in the world to sanction any violation
and the first to meet the friendship of the United States as an
pendent power with cordiality and frankness.”

BND OF VOL, 111,

GILBERT AND RIVINGTON, PRINTERS, 8T. JOHN’S SQUARR, LONDC




