














































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































.i\rrENl>lX 

ORDER OF SUCCESSION AFTER BUDHAGUPTA 

IM~lF.DI.\Tli SVCC ESSORS OF llt:DK.\Gl'l'T .\ 

The epigrnphic evidence reYeals the dates of only two Gupta 
rulers who flourished after thr demise of Budhagupra. They 
arc \'ainyagupta and Bhanugupta. The existence of \'ainyagupta 
was disclosed for the first time by a copper plate inscription bearin11; 
the legend J\lahiraj:1 Sri Vai (nyagupta) dated in the current Gupt:l 
ye1tr 188 ( =506-7 A. D.). 1 The fact that he had at least two 

Mallii.rajas as his subordinate officers indicates that he was a para­
mount ruler. It was conclusively proved by his Nalanda sc:-.P 
in "hich the full imperial title hLzharijodhiriija has been given to 
him. Unfortunately, only a portion of this se:ll is a\·ailable tn us 
and the vital portion that gives the names of his ancestors and their 
()UCCns is lost. llut the available portion leaves no doubt that the 

names of his ancestors ended in 'Gupta'. 
The coins of \'ainyagurita 3 confined only to the Archer type 

h:we been recovered from the southern Bengal only. 1 The allor 

1 IHQ, VI, pp. 45 ff.; St/. l,11., rP• 331 If. 
2 �M'� �-�1�.�J�f�,� No. 66, p. 67. 
3 The coins of \'ainyagurita were for a long time mistaken 

for those of Chandragupta III. It was Rapson who had 
read the name under the left arm :lS Chan./rn (Nu111. (.'/.,ro11. 
1891, p. 51), but he was not sure about his reading. ,\ll :111 
alsu remarked that on /JMC, GD, No. 588 the lirst law:r 
looked like 1·n and the second one like l)'a (llMC , (;J), \'· 
Ii,·). But at that time the name of Va1nragupta \\';ts not 
kno\\'n, \X hen the Gunai~h:i.r inscription disclosed his 
existence, D. C. Ganguli (/HQ, JX, p. 784) proposed that 
these coins should be attributed to this ru lcr. The su_g~cs­
tion has been accepted by R. C. Majumdar (lll _Q, IX, r-
989 f.), Bum IJharaln Kalf11111di, A .\'1114)' in /11dolog_1· i,1 thr 
1!01101,r of R. K. Alookerii, p. 140), Sinha (DK:\I, p. 97) :11lll 
Altekar (Coi11a.~. rP• 281-2). A \Ian has also accepted the 
rcvis~d reading (quoted by Sinha, DKM, p. 97, fn. 5). 

4 Coill,1!!,t, p. 282. 
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in one of his coins, JJMC,GD, No. 589, was found to he 27%, 1 

From his coins we learn that his title wai; D11iitft,J,i,/il)'t1. The 

circular legend on the obverse is not distinct,~ though the letter 
bhtl bctwten the feet of the king is quite legible. 

Bh:i.nugupta is known from a sin,-;lc inscription found at Eran 
dated 191 G. E. (=510 A. D .).3 It describes how a feudatory 
chief name Goparaja accompanied by ' the mi~ht~• king, the glori­
ous Bhanugupta, the bra,·cst man on the earth, el1ual 10 P:i.rtha ', 
fought a famous battle at En1n. Aeeordinl-( to this record Goparija 
died in this struggle and his \\'ife became ,,,ti. The inscrir,tion 
does not disclose the parentage of tthiinugupta, the identity of his 

enemies or the result of the battle. Dut it clear that he wiis a Gupta 
king. According to the Jayaswal I and Raycl1audhuri .. he was no 
other thM Baladitya, the con-~ucror of M ihirakula. Uut there is 
absolutely no proof in favour of this suggrstion. The existence 
of Narasirilhagupta 11 8aladitya makes this theory totally unte­
nable. Howe\'er, there is nothing against the Yiew that he was the 

suzerain or the Gupta emperor in 510 A. D.• The absence of 
imperial titles in the Eran inscription docs not prove. that he was 

not an imperial suzerain. \'fc know that Samudragupta has been 

given only rhe title of Riij,i on his Tiger-slayer type of coins,1 
Kumaragupta l has been ~i,·en only the title of J\laha,·iija in the 
Mankuwar stone image inscription~ and \'ainra~upta has been des­
cribed by the same title in the Gunaighar copper plate inscription. 11 

1 DKM, p. 425. 
2 ll N. J\lukherj~e has descrilied a coin of \':iinyagupta J')CC· 

served in the collection of :\Jr. N2rendra Singh Singhi of 
Calcutta, on the obverse of which traces of the circubr 
legend arc quite visible ( /. 1\. IJr111trjrc Vo/11111,, 1960, pp. 
335-37). 

3 fleet, Ccrp,,s, 111 , p. 88. The coins of Dhiinugupta are not 
available. 

4 II-II, pp. 47, 53. 
5 PI lAl, p. 596. 
6 NHJP, p. 190. 
7 Coi11ag,, p. 71. 
8 Corp11s, Ill, p. 45. 
9 S,I. J,u., p. 331. 
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The c:sisrencc of a prince n:tmcd Chandmgupta III is known 

from the three base metal coins cf the IMC (No. 30-32) on the 
obverse of which the name is certain!)' Chandra not \'aioya, and 

the reverse legend is probably J'rl Vilera111a~.1 Sntith" assign1:d 

them, along with the IMC No. 33 :ind 34, which havr· no names 

of the king on the obverse, but arc otherwise similar to the there 
coins mentioned above, to Chandragupta II as his pcsthumoL1s 

or late provincial issues. R. C. Kar has also urged to regard 

these coins as the issues cf Chandragupta H Vikramaditya. 3 But 
Chandragupta JI did not issue any coin in ' gold much alloyed • 
conforming to the sm:ar?,a standard. Therefore, it is bettc.-r tn 
assign these coins to another king of rhc same name who m:r;­
have 8ourishf'd in this declining period of the dynasty.·• T,, ·o 

similar coins having no name on the obverse weighing 142.7 and 

141.4 grains respectively arc in the Hrilish Museum. Allan h;1s 

ascribed them aloDg with IAIC, No. 33 and 34 to Purugupra.·-• 

AJtekar has attributed tl-iem to Budhagupt:i. 6 \Ve feel that all 

these coins with tl-ie legend J'rl Vileramab on rhe reverse but no 

name on the obverse may with equal plausibility be ascribed to 

Chandragupta III. 
EVIDENCE OF THE l.UNJUSRl ~WL.\ K .\LI',\ 

The evidence of the AMMK helps us in giving a coherent picture 
to the data supplied by the cpigraphic and numismatic source~. 

At one place the author of this work gives us a list of four kings 

who ruled onr after another. They arc 0(-va, Chandra, D\'ad :i~:1 
and• Bha 'initialled. About Dcva it is said that he was "surrounde d 
on all sides by enemies, suppressed and killed". Similarly, 
Chandra was also "st.\'cred by weapon ". S.1me was the fate of his 

son and successor O\'adasa, who ruled for a few months onh-. 
"While these kings will be engaged in injurr, wishing harm 

I DKM, p. 39 ; )NSI, VII, pp. 13 ff. 
2 I.MC, I, pp. 106-7. 
3 JNJ/, VlJ, pp. 13 ff. 
4 Ibid., XXVII, pp. 177 If. 
5 BMC, G{)., p. cii. Pl. XXl, 24, 25. 
6 Cqi11agt, p. 276. 
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to each other, thcrt' will arise at that time 'llha ', a lea<liog king, 

the popular leader of the Gau<.las, but art invalid. He had a gre:u 
malady and <lied of it'. 1 

Now, of cuursc it is true t ... at the details as prt'srn·ed in the 

AAIJ\IK arc not wholly correct, but at the same time the basic 

facts provided by it cannot be lightly rejected, especially \\'hen the\' 
arc in consonance with the epigraphic and 11umismatic data. Here, 

tl-ie connecting link between Budhagur,ta and his successors on the 

one hand and the kings mentioned in the list of the .,JMMK on the 

other, is provided by Dvadasa who may be safely identified with 
\'ainyagupta Dvada,;aditya of coins, for, no ~thcr king who assumed 

this title in the ptriod discussed in this work is known. If it is so. 
Dcva may be idcntihc:<l ,, ith Budhagupta, Chandra with Chandra­

gupta Ill and ' llha ' initialled "ith Bhanugupta of the Eran ins­
cription of 510 ,\. D. It is true that the author of the AMMK has 

~i,·cn a dilforcnt name to lludhagupta, but the fact that he has 
mentioned almost all the Gupta emperors, makes it difficult to 

imagine that hc omitted Hudhagupta, who is known to ha,·e ruled 
for about 20 years. 1lay hr, the author of this Buddhist work was 

under the imrrcssion that thC' namC' of this ruler was Buddhagupta, 
llnd so equatin~ • Buddha ' \\ ith • Dcva ' he mentioned him as 

De\·a, rather than as Budhagupta. 

In other respects the c,·idencc furnished hy the .-f.M,\IK appears 
to be more or less correct. Its clc:scriptioo of swift changes in the 
dynasty is in harmony witl1 the foct tlrnt it was the rcriod when 

the empire W:'IS disintcgratin~ fast and the d1·n:'lsty was approachin~ 
to\\'ards its end. It may also he noted that the author of tl.is 

work makC's \',tinyagupta a sm1 and successor of 'Chandra' or 
Chandr:igupta IH. It miw be com ·ct. R. C. ;\lajumdart believes 

that in the Nalanda seal of \"ainyagupta, just before the word 

•· .,e,11p1an·11 at thr place where the name of rhe fa:her of Vainyaiuprn. 
was written the traces of a nun: open to left nt the bottom lcYcl 
of the line arc visible. "That leaves no dc:ubt ", h<" opines, "that 

1 1/lf, p. 42. 
2 11/Q, XXI\', p. 67. 
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1he name of the father of Vainyagu[>ta ended with a 11kara. And, 
if it is so, this ruler was most probably the son of Purugutlta. 

for, Bhanugupta arid Vish1_1ugupta, two other rulc-rs whose names 

end \\'ith 11krir11 flourished after \'ain~·agupta ". 1 But to us it looks 
ver~· improbahle. Even if Vainyagupta was a child, of say ti,·c 
years, when Purugupta was o\·enhrown in the struggle for throne 

in 455 i\ . D., the fr.rmer must ha,·f' been nearing sixty when he 
hecamc emperor in 506-7 A. D. It is not impossible, hut appears 
rather improbable. It is quite likely that Vainpgupta was, as 
the author of the AMMK statrs, the son of Olandra or Olanclrn­
gupta III and what R. C. Majumdar, takes to be the tnccs of the 
medial II are actually the remnants of the subscript r" of the name 
Chandra ? This suggestion is not against any known fact of historr 
and e:-.plains both the sources of information-the Nalanda seal of 

\'ainyagupta as well as the A.MMK . 
Thus, Budhagupta was succeeded in turn by Chandr:igupta 

Ill, Vainy~gupta and Bh:i.nugupta. The relationship of Budh:1-
gupta with Chandra~urta III is not known, though it is quite possible 
that the lattec was the son r.f the former. Chandragupta III w:1s 

followed hy his son Vainyagupta who was rulin~ towards the dosi; 
of 507 A. D. and remained in power for a few months only. The 

accession ofVainyaguptn, therefore, may be placed in the bcginnin~ 
of 507 A. D. The scarcity of the coins of Chandragupta 111 
suggr-sts thnt he also ruled for a short period . ~o. the death 01· 

Budhagupta and t..,e rc:igris of Chandragupta Ill anc.l \'ainyagupta 
appear to ha,·e taken place in the short period of two or three years 
i.e. in c. 505-7 A. D. It is significant l>ecause it suggests that eh..: 
invasions of Hur:ias, "ho occupied Mahrn in c. 510 ,\. D. under rhc 
leadership of Tornmai:ia, may haYe started in the last years of the 
reign of Budhagupta himself. As regards the relationship of 
Vainyagupta with 8hanugut)ta, it n1ay be noted that the coips of 
\'aniyagupta have the letter bh,i between the feet of the kinJ.!. 
:\lay be, Bhanugupta w:is a powerful relation of Yainy.agupta \\ho 

assumed inclcpentlent status :tt the cost of his suzerain, 

1 Ibid. 
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SUCCESSORS OI' BH:\1'UGCPTA 

The basic outline of the genealogy of the Gupta dynasty after 

the invasion of the HuQas is not so ,·ague, though chronological 
details are still lacking and the solution of cc:nain problems still 
needs further e,-idrncc. The shret-anchor of the genealogy and 

chronology of this period is the contc01poranei1y of Haladitya II 
and Mihirakula. Now, l\Iihirakula certainly ruled before 532 

A. D., the date: of the Mandasor inscription of Yasodharman and 

after .i I 0, the date of the Erau inscription of Bhiinugupta . There­
fore, naladitya II may also be placed in this general period. 

According to the numismatic data the three kings who should be 

placed towards the close of the dynasty are Narsirhhagupta Hala­
ditya II, "un1iiragupta Ill J..::ramaditya and Vil'hi:tuiupta Chandrii­

ditya. Numismatic evidence suggests that they ruled in the same 

order•. The Niilanda seal of Vishr,tugupta, in which he has been 
described as the son of Kumiragupta and the grandson of Nara­
sirhhagupta, proves it conclusively. It is in consonance witl1 the 
evidence furnished b~· the AAlMK also, \X'c ha,·e scc:n that accord­
ing to this work • S' initialled or Skandagupta was followed in 
turn by Bala and Kumiira, Kumiira is said to haYe been succeeded by 

the illustrious • lJ '. \'\'e haYC also seen that rhcse two kings, Bala 

and Kumara of the AMMK arc actually composite persomuitics, 

the result of the confusion created by the identification of Narsi1i1ha­

gupta I and Kumaragupta II, the immediate scccssors nf Skamla­
gupta, ,l'ith Narsirilhagupta II and Kumara.~upta Ill, who ruleJ in 
the sixth ccntury2• \'\'c, therefore, split them up into Bala (a) 
and Kumirn (a) on the one hand, and Bala (b) and Kumara (b) on 
the orhc:r. If our suggestic11 is correct, it becomt"s signilicant th~t 
the .-fAl,IIK. has grouped three kings together-Bala (b), Kumiira (ll ) 
and Sri man 'U '. Here U kara n1ay he regarded as identical ,,-ith 
Vi~hi:iugupta ( = Upcndrn). a Our suggestion is surported by the 
additional fact that the AMMK speaks of the .final disintegration 

1 J11prr1, Ch. V. App. 11. 
2 J/,i:/. 
3 .\'el. fo.-., p. 337; J>/1.,1/, p. 591, fn. 2. 
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(ri..'ln'1n': of rhc empire after lJkara or \ ' ish1.1ugupta. t \'f c conclude, 

1hcreforc, that Narasi1nhagupt1 Baliditya II , who was the conyuerm 
of Mihirakuh, ruled sometinte in between 510 and 532 A. D., and 

after the shon rule of Vajra, was followc<l l>r Kumaragupta III anti 

\'ishi:iugupta t.handraditya, the last emperors of the drnasty . 

.But what happened in bcrn·cen 510 A. D., the last known ll:nc 

of Bhanugupta and the ac«ssi on of l\arasimhagupta 13:iliditra 

JI i- \'fas Narsirhhagupta II the direct successor of 13hanugupt:i �~� 

Perhaps not. \\"e believe that in between Bhanugupta and l\ara­

si1nhagupta II should be placed the contrm ·crsial 6gure c f Prnkasa­

<litya. The combined testimony of his coins, the author of the 

.•JMMK an<l Yuan C.hwang suggests this possibility \·cry strongly. 

l'l\:\KASADITYA OF COISS 

The king ' PrakiBiidit}'a ' is known only from his coins ancl he 
issued coins only in gold. His type is original and interesting.: On 

the obYerse it ~hows the king riding a horse and attacking lion. 

The Garu<.la standard is seen to the right just above the head of rh, 

horse. This pusition is rather unusual. Under the horse occur 

the letters 11 or m. On on(" coin the letter is 111a. 3 The oln·crsc 

circular leg<'nd has not yet been read completely ; but it ended wirh 
riji!ra rnmdM111 rli1"JJ;11 ja_i•nli. The reverse shows the goddes$ 

J.ahhmi, her legs rcculiarly folded like a pillow . The symhol. 
which occurs to the lert of the goddess is also unusual.• It is 

found on coins of no other ruler. The rc\'etsc legend is .\'ri 
PrnJ:iri,'idil)'n. All the coins of rhis ruler confirm to the s111·11r(1t1 

standard ; nnly one piece is known to he weighing only 116 

grains (flMC,(,D, No. 556). 
The name of the issuer of these coins is missing from the 

obverse of all the known specimens. ThcrC'forc, his identity h:1~ 
!><·come a matter of grrat speculation. Pannalal placed hint her-

1 1111, p. 33; Text, nrse 675. 
2 l!MC,(,D., 135; Coill(I_E~, p. 285. 
3 }/,id, , p. 354. 
4 A coin puhli~hcd b,· t. \'C Curtis ( fXS!, XX, pp. 73-76\ 

bears the l:uc Gupta • con\'entional ,· symbol rnthcr than his 
' personal ' symbol. 
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ween Skandagupta and Budhagupta, alon~\\ ith J>urugupta, Nara­
siri1hagupta,Kumiiragupta 11, Ovada~a<litya and Gharotkachagupta. 1 

A section of numismatists has idcntilie<l him with Purugupta. 

J>crhap5 Hot'mle~ was the Jirst scholar to sug~cst this possibility 
though later on he changed his view an<l assigned these coins 

to Yafodharman. 3 Smith 1 accepted the theory of the identity of 

Praki~aditya with Purugupta. Allan on page 135 of his JJMC, 

GD, accerucd the thcoq· of identity of Prakas.i.ditya :ind Purugurta 
but elsewhere opined that it is "highlr impossible that Puru.itupta 

was called both \'ikramiiditya and Prakii ~a<litp, so that we must 
attribute these coins to some kin~ .. .... who nrnst be placed about 
the end of the fifrh century A. D. "~ Jayaswal8 identified Prakiis:i­

ditya with Budhagupta . A. Ghosh 7 and at or,e time Altekar" 
accepted this suggestion but in his Coi11a_t1,r Altckar revt:rtcd to the 
older theory and accepted the identification of Prakasaditp. with 
l'urugupta. 9 Sinha, curiously enough, has not ~frcn any place to 

Prakasaditra in the genealogy and history of the successors of 

Kumaragupta I as reconstructed in his JJr.-li11r of th,• Ki1{e,do111 of 
1'lagt11l/.,1. P. L. Gupta 10 has attributed the coins of Prakisaditya t<> 

lihinugupra and his suggestion has been surported by J. \'C Curtis.'L 

The coins of Prakasa<litya, like those of Skanda~upta, N:irasiril• 

hagupta I , Kumaragupta II, Hudhagupta and \'ainya~upta generally 
have ahout 70~;, of pure gold. Therefore, from the point of \'i4.:w 

of purity of metal, Prakasaditya mar be placed any\\'hcrc after 

Kumirngupta I (who was the last emperor whose coins usuallr 

have less than 20';~ of alloy ) hut certainlr before Nara~irhhagupta II, 

1 J lillfl't ,/011 Rrrinr. Jan. 1918, pp. I ff. 
2 / .,-1.HJ .. LVIII, 1889, pp. 93-94. 
3 ]RAS., 1905, I. pp. 133-35. 
4 Efll, p. 329; !,\IC, I , p. 119. 
5 /Ml(.', GI>, Intro. pp. L.ii. 
6 1111. pp. 54-55. The discon:ry of the coins of Budh.1!-:upta 

(CfJilla/!.e, p. 275) has rendered rhi~ theon un.icccprablc. 
7 II IQ. XIX, p. 122. 
8 cf. J,'\'J/, X, p. 78. 
9 Coi,,a~e, pp. 283-85. 

10 ! N 1·f. X 11. pp. 34-35. 
11 //,it/_, XX , pp. 73 ff. 
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Kurn:liragupta III and Vishr:,ugupta who issued highly aclulter:itcd 

coinage. Altekar belicYcd that this relative purity indicates that 

J>rakasiditya flourished before Narsirhhagupta, Kurnaragupta 11. 

Budhagupta and ,·ain}'agupta. 1 But it is not correct. The 

coins of Praki~aditya are certainly purer than the coins of Namsi1il­

hagupta 11, Kumaragupta Ill and \'ishr:iugupta, but they are not 

significantly purer than the coins of Narasi1i1hagupta I, Kumarn­
gupta H. Uudh:igupta and Vainyagupta. For examplt-, one of his 

coins publi~hed by Curtis has approximately SO~;, of pure gold 'as 
determined by a fairly accurate test '. 1 Similarly, it has been fouml 

that two of his coins in the Indian Museum, Calcutta (li\,IC , 3 and 4J 

have only 64.15" �~� and 71.9~ �~� pure gold. 3 On the other hand, the 

coins of Narasiri1hagupta I (/J.MC,GD, Nu. 560), Kumiragupta II 

(DMC,GD, l\o. 571), Budhagupta (BMC,GD, No. 550) an(l 
Vainpgupta (IJMC,GD,No. 589) have pure gold lo the tune of 

71 �~� ~. 79''.o 77'\ 1 and 73° ;, respccti'\'cly. �~� Moreo,·cr, it should be 
remembered rhat slight difference in rhe gold content in the coinage: 
oft\\ o kings cannot be regarded as a sure indication of their rclati\'c 
chronological position. Therefore, we assert that on the ground 

of the purity of metal Prakasaditya may be placed anywhere after 

Kumaragupta I up to the general period of Vainyagupta (known 
date 507 J\. D.J but certainly before 1'arasimhagupta 11, Kumar:i­
gupta Ill and \' ishi:,ugupta. 

Fortunately, a nuinismadc pcc\1liatity of the coins of Prak:is:i­
clitp. gi\'cs a more precise indicatioa,. " 'fhe feet of the goddess 

on the rc,·crse of the coins of Prakasadit)'a ha\'e been folded one 

behind the other in such a w:iy as to present a single horizcntal 
pillo\\'-likc object".• This peculiarity is to be seen on some coins 

of Skandagupta, but it is a special feature l'f the .;oins of onl~· 

l\rn kings- Praka~iditya and Karasi1i1hagupta Ir.~ This fact, 

Coi11aw, p. 283. 
2 JSJJ , XX, p. 75. 
3 .f1\'H, X:X, p. 187. 
4 Coi11n.~r, p. 241. 
5 lhi,I., p. 284. 
6 CoiJ1n_f/, Pl., X\', 2; IMIC,G'D, Pl. XXII, l0-12. 
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studied along with rhe iodication pro\'ided hy the degree of rhc 

purity of metal suggests that J>rakii~adity.i n1:1y be regarded as an 

older contemporary or immediate predecessor of Narasirilhagupta 11. 

EVIOE:S:CE 01' THE '.\l.\SJt.:SI\I '.\ll:L:\ K .\J. P.\ 

In the light of this possibility rhe evidence of the AMMK 
becomes very much suggestive. According to it • Pra ', the son 

of ' Bha ' or Bhanugupta (known date 510 A. D.), was born in the 

eastern countries. tjn the orders of his father perhaps he was im­

prisoned by the king Gopa as a boy and remained in prison up to the 

age of 17 years. Torama9a released him from the prison and ins­

talled him as king at K:ishi. 1 This literary evidence: may easily 

be co-rdatcd with the numismatic e\'idencc: and it c.to be reasonnbly 

assumed that Praka~ii.ditya of coins wns no other than the rcbdlious 

' Prakarikhya ', the son of 8hinugu1lta~. This sug-gcstion explains 

all the known facts quite satisfactoril~·. i::or examrlc, the statement 

that Prakirikhya became emperor \\'ith the: help of Torainar.\a is 

in harmony with the fact that the coins of Prakasa<litya are • not 

found in cast India '. Their find-spots arc Rampur, Shahjah:mpur, 

1 II-II, p. 53 ff. 
2 Jay?.swal has identified ' Pra ' of th<' •· f i\l ,\lK with Prakar~­

(.litya of the Sarnarh inscription. Sinha has accepted this 
suggestion. Hut it is inherently impossible, because: J>r:-kapi• 
ditva was the son of Haladitva, and not of Bhanugupta. 
Sinha contrac.Hcts himstlf \\'he;,_ he iclenril1es ' Pra' of rhc 
AM,\JK with \'rakatadit,·a and uses the data furnished br the 
author about the life of this prince but refuses to bclic,·c:· that 
he was the son of :Bhakarakh,·a. To soh·c the problem 
of the identilication of Bhakara'i,hy:t, he considers rhc possi­
bility of his identicality with \'ainyagupta, Narasiri1h·1-
~upta and even Bhasma, the brnther of S:unudragupta. 
llut the ob,·ious possibility of his identitieation with Uh;inu­
gupta, suggested not only hy the identity of names but also 
by the: association with Gopa mentioned iu both rhe sources 
is not even seriously considcrt"d hy him. To us, it app<!ars 
\'cry ohvim1s that • Bha' initialled :mcl Gopa of the ., lM ,lfK 
are identical with Hhanugupta and Gopariija of the l·'.rar.1 
inscription of the year 510 :\. D. while 'Pra' is Prnk:i.sii.dit~·a 
of coins. lie cannot be idcntilicd with Praka~adity:1 
but to the simple reason that \>rnka~aditya was the son of 
Baladityn, and nr>t of Bhanugupta. 
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Hard oi, Kanauj and Bharsar 1 (i n 1\anaras District ), all situatcJ 

within the: sphere of Hui;i:1 innucn cc.2 

Here it may be ol>jt"cte<l th:i.t 1>r2kisidit ya was the tide, not the 

name of lhis prince. Rut it is not a forceful c l>jccti~n, since, the 

;mthor of the .,fM.MK has , ·cry often memioned the Gupta emperor s 

hy thc-ir ,iAi(ra titles only. For example, he mentions Chandragup1a 

11 and Kurnaragupta I as Vikrama and .Mahcndra. Secondly, it 

is to be noted that by tlte first half of si,.th centur y A . D . the use 

of the adii _rn titles ::is proper names had become a well-establishcll 

practice. The names of Prak;jiaditya of the Sarnath inscription ~ 

and Dharm aditya of the f:i. r idpur grant 1 :ire cases in the poin t. 

Therefore , the possihility of Prakasadit}·a it self being the proper 
name of the king c:1nnot l>c completely ruled out, 

It has been argued that in •· the Bharsar hoard , Skandagupta 

and J>nkasaclitya were the latest Gupta emperors ; 1ltis woulc.l 
~ho\\' that he can,e soon after Skand:1gup12, if he was not his imme­

<liate succeesor ". ~ But it should not be igno red that the entire 

contents of the Bharsar hoard were ne,·cr recov ered. It consisted 

of 160 coins but, :iccording to Altc kar himself, we ha\'e an account 
of only 32 of them.6 So, it is (JUite prol>able that some of the 
missing coins bdon~cd to those Gupta emperors w ho ruled after 
Skanclagul' ta and he fo re Prakasaclitya:. 

\ C'Ji11nJ.f, p. 2lB. 
2 The coins of Praki~idity a betray several ori~inal and 

unusual features. Perhaps rhcir cxph1nation lies in the ch:uac­
tcr and nature 11[ the issuer . \\ r. kno\\' rhat J>rakirakhl':i, 
even as a child, was restless and rchcllious enough to 

0

hc 
impri soned by the o rder of his father and bold cnou!-ih t :, 
court the help of a foreigner in order to become the master 
of the empire when he was only 17 years old. Apparent ly 
thi s restless :1nd rebclli nus nature of the prin ce has mcni­
fcst cd itself in what the numismatist s call the · unusu:il ' 
and ' oriJ?inal • features uf his coins. 

'.\ rleet, C11rp :s, 111. p. 284. 
•I Sirair , D. C., .\'rl. /111., p. )5 1. 
.1 C,,iM ~r, p. 2H3. 
6 J/,id., p. 306. 
7 i\luch should not lie ma(k of the :1r1istic o ri~i n:1lit1· of 1bc 

minagc of Pr:ikas:'lclitya. As noticed hy Allan they arc 
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Thus, the c,•idence of the ,· L\IMK connects Prakasa<litya with 

Dhanugupta while numismatic e,·idencc makes him the predecessor 

of Nar~irithagupta IUl:iditya II. A comr,arati,·c study of the 

evidence of the author of the _. L\1.\/K and the Cl-ainesc tra,·cllcr Yuan 

Chwan~ further expl:i.ins this point. According to the author of 

the .:TMMK, the Sudra king ( ,~,Toraman~);ow after the installation 

of ' J>ra ' ( = Praka~aditya) fell ill and died after crowning- Graha 
( = Mihirakula) as his own successor. If rhc Hul)a occupation of 
Mahn took place in c. 510 A. D., the <leath of Toramal'.'a may he 

placed in c. 511-12 A. D. In that year that Mihirakula inherited 
the legacy of overlord~hip over the Gupta monarch from his father. 

On the other hand, Yuan Chwang says that when the king Bala­
ditya heard the cruel persecution of the Buddhists by Mihirakula, he 
• refused to pay tribute to him •. But he do" not tell us when the 

practice of payin~ tribute to the Hul'.'a monarch had started. 
Rather, the tone of his statement alludes that it was not Baliiditp. 

who h .. d st:arted it. In any case, the assumption that Prakasa­

ditya started the practice of paying tribute to the Hui:ias aml 
Narasirilhagupta Baladity:t IT, his successor, after following it for 
sometime st:-ipred it, is not against what Yuan Chwang says. 

NAR:\SB,IH :\GUPTA D.-\ LADJn' .-\ II 

When did the reign of Narasirhhagupta Baladitya II commer,ccd 

and what was his relatiomhip with Praka5aditya, one cannot 

definitely state. However, it is qui,c tempting to sug:?est that the 

former was rhe father of the latter. For, if it was so, it can he main­
tained that in 1 he Nalanda seal of \' i~hl'.'ugupta, th,, so-called traces of 

the 1110/ra 17of the first latter of the mime of the fa!her of :\.1usi1i1ha­

gupta, which Krishna De,·a takes to be the remnants oi the latter 
• Pt7' of 1hc name of Pun1gupta are really tlu: traces of the ~l!hs­
cript ra of the first letter of the name of I 'rakiisadity a. \\ ·c arc 

ioclir.cd to accept it as 9uitc possihlc, though we wnt 1ld not lih: 

inferior in compariso11 to 1hc coins of Kum,lrap;upt;1 I 
and compare favourably only \\ ith the coins of N.trasunha­
gupta (BMC,GV, Imm ., p. Iii) . He must ha,·c ha<l die 
coins of Narnsi1ilhagupta II in mind. 
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to c:mphasizC' on it. 1 In any case it apf)<ars certain that Narasi1ilha. 
gupta's rC'ign terminated somC'time before 532 A. D ., the date of 
the 1laodascr inscription of Yafodharman. On the other hand, 

from a Gwalior inscription we learn that l\lihirakula ruled for at 
least 15 years i.e. up to 527 A D. further , from the: account of 
Yuan Chwan~ we gather that after the kiog Baladitya, two kings 

viz. Vajra (probably a son and successor of Narasi1hhagupta 
Bala<litya II) an<l a' king of Central India' (obviously Yasodharm:in ) 

built monasteries ::it Nalan<la. It means that before the- rise: of 

Yasoclharman which took pl:l.ce before 532 A. D., and after 
Baladity~. \'ajra also ruled for sometime. Therefore, the defeat 
of ~lihirakula, the termination of the reign of Narasimhagupta 
Bal:iditya II, thl' short rnlc of \'ajra and the rise of Yasodharman 

may be placed between 527 and 532 A. D. It is not impossible, 
for, the complete absence of the coins an<l inscriptions of Vajra 
suggests that he ruled onl)' for a very short period. 

THE I.AST F~IPEROI\ ... SD TH E t:SD OF GL"PT ... l\liLE IX !<-tAGADH ... 

.Altckar ,,·as intrigued by the fact that coins of Kumaragupta 
Kramaditya (while giving this statement, he <lid not ditferentiatc 
between Kumaragupta II and HI ) arc fouo<l in large numb~rs. 
But it is quite natural, for, he and his son \'i shc:iugupta, the last 

emperor, in themselves rulc-d for a pretty long pericd coYering 
ahout tw<, decades. Firhcr one of them was th" P11ra/J/t1dairala~ 

1 A shadow of doubt in this possibility is created by the state• 
mcnt of the .,l\lMK that ' Pra' rC'mained in prison up to rhc 
age of 1 i ycus (1 HI, p. 63). I-low, then, aftc-r a few yc~rs, he 
could le:1\-c a mature son to rule :iftcr him ? Mut it is 
quite probable that actually ' Pra ' rcn1ained in prison for 
17 ,·e:irs ancl the author of the AlvlldK did not understand 
his ·source of informnion properly. So, instead of statin.~ 
that' Pra' had to remain in prison for a period of 17 years •. 
he wrote that he w:is re-leased when he was 17 years old . It 
it is so, • Pra ' could ha,·c hecn the father of Nirasimhagupta 
11. 

2 )). P. Sinha is wrong when he says that the titlt- Prithripat i 
has also been used for this unknown emperor (Sinha, DKM, 
p. 124). 
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and Pnra111af,ho/Jirokiz Mahariijt1l-hirt1ja Srr ... G,,pta, 1 who issued the 

fifth Damodarpur copper plate inscription of the year 224 G.E. 
( -=543 A . D.).: This inscription also refer.; to Riijaputra Dt-va 
Bhattaraka~ who was the go,·ernor of Pu1:ulravardhana l1h11/e./i. 
The dynasty ceased to exist as the imperial power somewhere 

in middle of tht> sixth century A. D., probably in 551 A. D. 

Raychaudhuri I has drawn our attention to the following Jain 

tradition recorded in the f-lari1•ai11iii P11rii~1t1 of Jinasena which was 
composed in 783 A. D.~ : 

1 Basak (El, X\', p. 142 f.) and R. D. Banerji (,,1JG, p. 59) 
restored the name as Bhanugupta, and Dikshit (l::.1, XVII, 
p. 193 f.), Krishna Sastri, Y. R. Gupte(]JH, I\', p. ll8), 
and Hhatta~ali (Er, XVII, p. 84) as Kumara~upta and 
identified him with Kumaragupta the son of Narasiri1ha­
gupta. Dandckar, on the ot'fter hand, restored the name 
a.s ' Kumiragupta but idc11tified him with Kumiiragupta of 
the Later Gupta dynasty (Hill. Grtf)., pp. 170-71 ). R. C. 
Majumdar (Hi1ltJ,Y of JJt,rgal, p. 49) and Raychaudhuri 
(PHA(, pp. 600-1) afso accept the possibilit) ' that this king 
belonged to the later Gupta drnasty. But D. C. Sircar 
regard this view as 'less probable'. Ht> proposes (Sri. 
l11s., p. 337, fo. 4) the identihc:ition of this king with \'ishi:iu­
gupta, the son of Kumar:igupta. Sinha (OK ,\I , p . 126) 
suggests the same thing, but he is wrong when he says that 
' Sircar took him to bC' the later Gupta king, Kumara~upta ', 
(i/;id., p. 125) . \'fe are incli11ed to accept the-suggeHinn of 
Sircar and Sinha in view of the facts that the damaged por­
tion of the plate is sufficient only for a small namt' Iii" \'ishi:iu 
and that his coins, though heavily debased, are found in very 
large numbt'r and indirectly prove that he ruled for a fairly 

· Jong period. 
2 Basak (El, XV, p. 142 f.) has read the date as 214. K. N . 

Dikshit (ibid., XVIl, p. 193 f.) corrected it as 224 which was 
later on accepted by Basak also (HNEI, pp 92-93.) 

3 According to R. C. Majumclar (Hiilor;• of Bt11g,tl, p. 1.'i) 
R,ijaj>r1/ra Dcva Bhaffiiraka docs not mean the son of the 
emperor, but the son of the local king. D. C. Sircar (op. 
rif. ) and Sinha (DKM, p. 127, fn. 1; p. 129, fn. 1.) regard him 
as the 'son of the emperor' and identifv him with Dev:i, 
the l..ing of Magadha metntioned in the AMMK (IHI, V. 
676). 

4 PHAI, p. 626 f. 
5 Wintcmitz, Hi11ory of I,u/ia'I LiltraJ11re, p. 495. 
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G11p!J1Jiii11 rha fnla-,lr,._7,1.'I/ t~-lrii11ftJrhd.1a rar1h1i!Ji k,ila­
r,dbhir//f(Jhrila111 .....• 

According to this tradition tht' Gupta empire collapsed 231 
years aftcrthc st:irt of the G11p1a era, i .e. in 550-51 ;\. D . It appc:irs 

to be tJUitc correct , for, 1he Amauna copper plate of t11c ~taharaja 

Nandana1 d:itcd in the Gupta are 232 (c 551 A. D.), instead 
of mentioning 1hc name of the Gur,ta overlord, mentions Nandana's 

::_11r11 indicating thereby th:it at that time tht're wns no Gupta emperor 
wonh the name on the throne. On the other hand, we find that 
Isamwarman, the fourth 1-.in~ of the house of :\lukhara, assumed 
th,. title: of Mah,iriijiidl,ir,ija not for removed from 554 ;\. D., the 
date of the Haraha inscription 2 , in which his exf'loits ha,·c been 
described. Therc.-for<', the tratlition chat the Gupta empires cellapsc<l 
in 550-51 A. D. may be regarded as substantially correct. 3 

DAl "E OF THE ESD 01' Cl:PTA Rl:LE I~ ORISS.\ 

Howc,·er, it appears that in certain pans of rhe eastern Jndia, 
the scions of the imperial Gupta family continued to rule for some 

1 FI, X, pp. 29 ff. 
2 ET, XIV, pp. 110 ff. 
3 I,1 suppon of , ... e genealogy of the Gupta dynasty as recons­

tructed in this work, attention may be drawn to th.e pcssi­
bilities suggested by the principle of average reign-period. 
It is generally admitted that the a\'eragc reign-period of 011c 

generation is about 22123 y~ars. Of course, instances of 
three or four generations of a drnasty ruling for excep­
tionally short t•r long periods may be cited, but it m:iy h<" 
readily conceded that th.c mrr11,r..r reig,,-pcriod for one 
generatio~ of a dynasty whic-h ruled for 231 years should not 
have l::een very far from 22,'23 years. In 01her words, onr 
would expect 1hnt Vishi;iugupta, 1he last Gupta emperor, 
belonged to 10th or 1 t 1h generation of 1hc Gupta cmpcrnrs. 
But 1he belief in 1hc existence of c nl\' one B:iladi1va mcaris 
,hat Vi~h1_1ugupta was 1hc g1eat-granclson of Pl11ug11pt:i, 
1he grca1-g1eat-gr:in<lson of Ch~ndraguptn 1. Jt gives 
us only 8 generations for 2.31 years wi1h an ncragc of about 
29 years. It is appazently too mu<h, e~pecially when we 
linll that during 1he declining rh:1se of ,he dyn:lSly, ic . 
in the rost- Skandagupla period, when one would expect 
rather rapid changes on fhc 1hronc, it gives us only 3 ~cncr:1.-
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\·c:us more. 111 thi5 c 111HH:t'li<J 11 D. C. Sircar 1 )1,1s dra\\'n 01.'r att ci 1-

;ion IO another \ '1.:r :: intcrc ~t ing t radit io n rcc,,rdcd in the Jain \l"lirk 

Til~;11-p,1i111t1l.'_i of _ladi \ ·:ts:tb (Y. iti-\ ' \·i~h:1hha1. .\n:or ding to the 
Sranz;1 161.IX of 1his \\or :, the (; upt,ts ru lctl for 2.,1 ,-::,rs. 

/11/0 ( ;;,tfci ia11,1;,1 r ai/ o· ,.'1,JJi .<arri!Ji l ~ilh ,i. 

This trad itio n co1-rohorat cs the enc rccoHlcd In- _l inascua in his 
Harirai,,<a P11r,Ji'"· U11t in Stanzas 1503-4 of 'J'iloya-pa!l!lal l i 
,ve lin<l a different tradi tio11 in regar d to the rule of the Sak.ls and 

the Guptas. 
)ado _Ja Sa,za-!1ari iJJdo rrj iaiJ1 raiJJJ<1JJa rlu-sn_ya-harlo.-1ti dri!,i ftldrl 
ft1!lt1ra~l!Ui G11tlt:i!tt1i11 .... . . 

According to this tracliticn the Sakas ruled for 242 years and 
the Guptas for 255 years. It means that the Guptas ruled up to 

tions for 84 years, \Vith an average of 28 years ! It can 
be argued, though, that several rulers of the same generation 
may have ruled one after another ; but the law of arer,1.gr 
reign-period takes into account such possibiliti es, and it is 
after taking into consideration such instances that the average 
length of one generation is supposed to be in the vicinity of 
22/23 years. Therefore, an average of 29 years for all the 
generations of the Gupta dyMsty and an average cf 28 years 
for its last three generations should be regarded as rather 
too high. On the other hand, in the reconstruction pro­
posed above, Vainyagupta, the grandson of Budhagupta 
bclcngs to the 8th generation. J\ftc-r him we have placed 
Bhanugupta, who was succeeded in turn bt Prakasiiditya, 
Narasimhagupta Baladitya II, Vaira, Kumaragupta Ill 
and Vishr:iugupta Chandraditya. These 6 kings belonged 
to 5 generations. Unfortunately the parentage of Bhanu­
gupta is not known. But most probably, he belonged to 
the: generation immediately following that of Budhagupta. 
It gives us 11 generations in all \\· ith an average of 21 years 
for one generation. Even if Bhanugupta belonged to the 
generation ofBudhagupta, which is highly unlikely, we will 
have 10 generation in all with an average of 23.1 years for 
o_ne. Further, it may also be noted that in our lC'c:onstruc­
tlon, the last 6 kings belonging to 5 generations ruled for 
only 41 years. Thi s is what one would expect in the last 
Sea_rs of the histo1y of a dynasty. 'Jhe examples of thcMaurya, 
unga,. ¥_ugha1 and othr-r dynasties strongly suggest such 

.a. poss1b1lity. 
1 Sircar, Ers".:,s Pruented to Sir Jadllnoth St1rkar, p. 3•6 f. 
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574-75 A. D. It has been rightly suggested that as ''the two 

traditions, viz. the one giving the duration of the Gupta rule as 
231 years and the other speaking of 255 years in place of 231, 
arc found in the same work and arc not separated by a wide gap, 
it is permissible to think that the author had in view two altogether 
<liffcrcnt traditions on the same subject " 1• That the tradition 
giving the <lurntion of the Gu1lta rule as 255 years is not unauthentic 
is proYe<l by the Sumai:i,c,lala co1lpcr plate inscription 2 according 
to which Gupta suzerainty was acknowledged in the Ganjam region 
of Orissa as late as the Gupta ye;u 250 = 659 A. D. It is not 
impossible, therefore, to think that after the loss of U. P. and 
Bihar, som<' scions of the imperial Gupta family, whose names are 
not known, continued to maintain their hold on some parts of 
Bengal and Orissa, however precariously, at least till 569 A. D. 
and <tuitc possibiliy up to 574-75 A. D. It is worth noting that 
the Sorn plate of Sambhuyafas 3 dated in the Gupta year 260= 

579 A. D. is the earliest post-Gupta record pointing to the inde­
pendence of Orissa from the yoke of the Guptas. It may be coo• 
eluded, therefore, that the first of the two traditions relates to 
the extirpation of Gupta rule from the Ganga Valley and the 
second refers to the overthrow of the Guptas from Orissa. 
If such was the case, the first event took place about 550 A. D, and 
the second about 574 A. D. 4 

1 Ibid., p. 347. 
2 BI, XXVlll, pp. 79-85, 
3 lkid., XXIII, pp. 201 ff; Vol. XXVIII, pp. 83-84. 
4 S1rcar, D. C., op. cil., l>· 347. 



CONCLUSION 

1 li~t,n, · i$ an intdligihlc :lCC011nt of th(' constant nux-the 
mrnitc~t,1ti()11 of rc;1lit1· throu~h :l scric~ of ch:inges, which like a 

nll'riad colnurc,l ~lass., ha,·e innumcrahlc context~ an{l pattern~. 
F1·crch:m/!ing l·irc111mtanccs h:n e constantly shifting contexts, 
~ctin_g :1nd rc;1cting on each other in a holistic fashion. As such 

ir is clillicult to cstabli~h a c:tnsal reh1tic,1 between the changin~ 
circmnstancc :inll its background. J\t best :1 hisrori:in can point 
nut the hearing of the contcxt-geogmphical, politicnl, economic 
or any other-on the changing pattern of events. 

l ikc \'ak, the bashful maiden of the ~ig1·edic \'ersc, e1·eats 
divulge their Slcrets only in the private chamber of thi:'ir contexts, 

and elsewhere refuse stubbornly to disclose tht'msclves. Without 
a proper e,·aluation of contexts, ther('fore, one may reconstruct 

from e\'ents merely a rope cf sand-a wreath of Rowers can be 
fashioned only with the hC"lp of a string of contexts. for example, 
the history of events :mendant on the debut of Samuclragupta 

as an emperor, has been hitherto regarded only as a story of struggle 

between him and his adversarr, which is not very intelligible with­

out any reference to motivation or meaningful antecedents and 

concomit:rnts. A study of this important event of the Gupta his­
tory in its proper context, however, reve~ls the interesting pattern 

of attitudes and interests that gave shape and content to the 
nrious factions in the Gupta court at that time, and it becomes 
quite clear that the conflict between Samudragupta and Kacha was 

not merely the struggle for power between two individual princes ; 
it was at least partly ideological and basically a tussle between the 
two factions which had different social outlook and economic 
interests. What was to be decided was not merely the superiority 

of one prince over the other ; the very composite nature of the new 
empire was threatened and the policy of religious toleration, which 

characterized the subsequen_t history of the dynasty, was challenged. 
Thus, a study of the struggle for throne between Samudragupta 
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anti Kiicha in its proper historical context impart ·~ .1 new complcxi:>n 

tr> the cpisotlc. 

It is ,, irh this modc5t objective-to put the main political 
dc,·clopmcnts in t hci r pn,pc-r contrxts-and not hy way of the 

:inalysis of th<· determining influences, that we tried to study the 
culour scheme of the Y;\ricgatcJ canvas of the Gupta hi story, and 
attempted to rcaJ the meaning of relation betweco. the central 

picture and its backgrou nd. In such a \'enturc, none can daim 

finality, but it is hoped that an intelligible explanation, based on a 

critically analysed eYidcncc, has been suggested without any 

prejudice to other alternatiYes wli.ich may be offered whc11 fresh 

data and new facts may ccme to light. 
-.-, -
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GENEALOGY OF THE IMPERIAL CUPTAS 

l 
(4) Kacha• 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

Gupta 
I 

Ghiitotkacha 
I 

Chandragupta 
I 

I = Kumiitadevi 

I 
(4) Samudragupta = Dattadcvi 

I 
I I 

(5) Riimagupta• (5) Chandragupra II = Dhruvadcvi; Kuhcranagi 
I 

l I 
Prahhavatigupra Govimlagupta (6) Kumaragupta I = .An:intadcvi 

I 
I I 

(7) Samudra- (7) Ghafotka-
gupta II• ? chagupta• 

I 

(7) Puru~upta (7) ~kanJagupta 
=Chandradcvi 

I 

(8) Narasimhagupta l = 'i\Jitradc\'i 
I 

(10) Dudhagupta 
I 

(9) Kumaragupta II 

I 
Bhanugupta 

I 
(11) Chandngurta 111• 

I 
(12) Vainyagupta• 

I 
(13) Bhanugupra 

I 
I 

(14) Praldisaditra• 
I 

{15) Narasi1nhagupta 11• 
I i------------ ---f 

(16) Prakataditya :-.< (17) Kumiragupta III 
(identical with Vajra ?) I 

(1 H) \'ishl)ugupta 
Note : The ch:in is based on chc suggestions advocated in 1hc prcnnr 

work. The place of IJhlinugupta in 1hc gencalogr or the <lp12SI) ' is altc·• 
gcther unknown. The relation of a king whose name is marked with an 
asterisk, with his immediate prcdcccssnr is not known from the rnrdl 
criKr:tp hs, but nlhcr lines of e\'idcncc m~kc ic ttt1itc reasonable 111 assume 
that the fatter was the fo1hcr of the former. 1"hc chronnlogical order 
of a rukr is indicated b)' his numhcr, but io cases where wars ,,f succession 
took pl:tcc and for some time tu·o or more princes ruleJ simultaneously, thc 
s,mc number is ~in:n to all of them. 



CHRONOLOGY 

Note : The following chart is based on the conclusions arrived 
:it in the present work. 

A. D. 
217 
224 

224-41 
230 

241-72 
248-49 

c. 255-75 
c. 275-335 
276-93 
283-84 

293-303 
c. 295-300 

c. 300 

c. 300-319 
303-09 

304 

c. 305 

c. 305-40 

c. 305-32 

309-79 

319 
319-c. 350 
c. 320-80 

c. 330 
c. 332-33 

L:ist known date of the Magha king Bhiniavaraman. 
Rise of Sassaniaris in lran. 

A rdashir I, Sassanid. 

Po-tiao (? Vasudcva), the great Kushi(la king 
sends embassy to China. 

Shipur I, Sassanid. 
Jnitial year of the Traiku!aka era. 
Vindhyasakti, Vakarak:i. 
Pravarasena I, Vakatak:i. 
Vaharan 11, Sassanid. 

Revolt of Hormizd against Vaharan II in Bactria. 
Narseh, Sassanid. 
Mahadja Gupta, the founder of the Gupta dyna~ty. 

Marriag: of \':i.ki~aka crown-prince Gautamipurra 
With the daughter of Bhavanaga. 
Gha!otkacha, the second Gupta king. 

I Ior,nizd II, Sassanid. 
Rudruimha II occupies the throne of the Western 

Kshatrapas after ousting the legitimate heir. 
Chandragupta 1, crown-prince of Ghatotkach:a, 

marries Kumli.raclcvi, the Lichchhavi princess. 
Bhavan:\ga. Bhamsiva ruler of P:idmavati. 

Rudru:inha JI and his son Yafodaman II. 

Shapur 11, Sassanid. 
Initial yea~ of the Gupta era. 
Chandragupta l. 
\' asubnndhu the Elder, 
Marriage of Samutlragupta. 

Birth of Rlmagupra. 



.... _., 

404 

332-48 

c. 335 

c. 335-60 
c. 340 

c. 340-70 
c. 348 
c. 350 

c. 350-5.3 

350-58 
c. 350-400 
c. 350-60 
352 
c. 355 

358 

359 
c. 360 

361 

367-68 
c. 369 

c. 370 

371 
375-76 

379-83 

c. 380 

A HISTORY Of THE l\lPERIAL CUI>T:\S 

Blank in Kshatrapa historr . 
Birth of Chandragupta lJ; death of Pravarascn:i I;. 
accession of .Rudrasena I, Vaka~aka. 
Rudrasen:i I, Vakataka. 
Death of Ilhavaniga. 
Mayurasarman, Kadamba. 
Accession of Mahikshatrap:i Svarni Rudrascna III .. 
Accession of Samudragupta; Nigasena rules at · 

Padmavatl; invasion of Jouan-Jouan or Chionitcs 
on Bactria and the Expulsion of the Kidha 1--:ush:il'.\AS­
from there to Gandhira; Shipur II moves towards 
his eastern frontier as the result of tribal mm·cments. 

Ka.cha, the rebellious brother of Samudr:igupta. 
Shapur Il's wars in the cast. 
Creative period of Kiilidasa's l ife . 

Conquest of North India by Samudragupta. 
Accession of Srimeghavarl'.la of Ceylon. 
Pushyavarman founds Yarman dynasty in K~ma­
rupa; accession of Jayavarman of Mandasor. 
Sbapur II concludes treaty with the Kushii:,as antl 

Chionitcs. 
Siege of Amida. 

K:ili1iga invasion of Samudragupta; Hcmamala, the 
~alinga princess, flees for Ceylon. 
Indian embassy reaches Rome; Hemamala arriv ~s. 
Cer lon , 
Kushii;1as defeat Shapur 11 twice . 
Chi rol111nn(I hor se-sacrifice of Samudragupta. 
Hcphthalitc-s invade Gandhara from B:1.cui:1; expe .. 
<lition of 'Chandra' against the Valkh i kns. 

Vishi:iuvardhana of Varik tribe. 
Accession of Chandragupta 11; revolt of Ramagupta 

i n l\1alwa. 

Ardashir II, Sass:inid. 
M arr iage of Prabhi, ·atigupt;1 with Rudrascl'!a H,. 

Vakl\!aka. 



c. 380-405 
382 
383 

c. 385 
c. 385-4IO 
386 
401 
404 
c. 405-20 

408 

c. 4I0-40 

c. 410-12 
c. 415 
415-c. 454 
421-38 
423 
426 
428 
c. 430 
436 

e. 440-60 

444-47 

453 . 
e. 454 

455 

c. 455.57 

c. 455-70 
457 
c. 460-80 

CHRONOI.OCiY 

Samudravarman of K5.marupa. 

Simhasena, Western Kshatrnpa . 

405 

Chinese general take~ Kumarajiva to Ch:na; i\fah:i­
r:i.ja Trikamala of Gaya record. 
Death of Rudrascn:1 H, Vak:i.taka. 

Regener of Prabhiivatigupta. 
Mahiraja S,·amidiha of Central Indi:i. 

Sanakanika ruler of Uday:i.giri record. 
N:aravarman of Mandasor. 
Balavarman of Kamarupa. 

Alaric invades Rome. 
Pravarasena H, Vakataka. 

Saka war of Chanclragupta ll. 
Death of Chandragupta II. 
Kumiiragupta I. 
Bahram Gor of Iran. 
Visvavarman of Mancfasor. 
King Bhului,~a of Central India. 

King of Ka-pi-Ii sends embassy to China. 
Kakusthavarman, Kadamha. 
Guild of silk-weaYers build a Sun-temple at Dasa­

pura; King RuJradisa of Central India. 
Narendrascna, \'akafaka; Pai:i~l:l\":1 ruler Bharata­
hala. 
Uparika Chiratadatta of Pui:i1Jra,·ar<lhana. 

Death <>f Attila, the Hun ruler . 
Death of Kumaragupta I; accession of Skand:i~iipta 

and revolt Qf Puruguptn, Ghatotkaehagupta and 

Samudragupta I I ( ~). 
Ilursting of Su<larsana lake; Pan;i:ulatta appointed 
~ovcrnor of Surishtrn. 
Skandagupt1's \'icrory o\'cr the HuJJa5, Pu~hya­
mitras, rebellious brothers and other enemies. 
Vasub:indhu the Younger in the Gupta court. 

Juna~aclh record of Skand:igupta. 

Prith\"ishe,:ia II, \'iikiH:ika. 



406 

c. 460-85 

c. 467 
c. 470 

c. 470-500 
472 
473 
c. 475 
475-517 
477 

4R2 
484 

486 

c. 490 

c. 490-540 

493-96 

c. 500-80 

502 
c. 505 
506-7 
51() 

510-33 
c. 511-12 
c. 517 
518-28 
520 
c. 525-45 
c. 526-27 
c. 527-'.\2 

A HIHOR'I" OF THE IMPEl\l:\L GUPTAS 

Uchchhakalpa king Vyaghra. 

Death of Skandagupta; king Prabhikara of Malwa. 
Narasiri1hagupta Baladitya I; rise of S mapali Bhatiirka 
of Valabhi. 

Bhat:i.rka and Dharascna of Valabhi. 
Sun temple of Mandasor repaired. 
Kumaragupta 11. 
1\ccession of Budhagupta. 
Hastin, the Priv rijaka king. 
Mahirija Lakshmai:ia of Jayar,ura. 

Uparih Mahbija Brahmadatta of Pu1'~ravardhana. 
King Phiroz of Iran killed by the Hephathalites; 

Matrivishl_lu, the Vi .rh,rypali of Eran. 
King Suhandhu of Mahishmati. 

~faharaja Gauri of Malwa, and his overlord :'\clitya­
,,ardhana. 

r-irsr three kings of the Maukhari cl~·nasty of Kanauj 

and Liter Gupta family of Magadha. 
Known 1.fatcs of Uchchhakalpa king Jayanitha. 

f-irst three kings of the Pushyabhuti d~'11.nsty of 

Thancsar. 
Droi:iasimh:\, Younger snn of Dha!arka. 

Chandragupra III. 
Vainyagupta. 
Uhinugupta :1nd his friend Goparaja of the Eran 

inscription; Hui:ias in Malwa; Prakasiiditya accepts 
Hui:ia ovcrlordship . 
Known dates of Uchchhakalpa king Sarvanatha. 
Death of Toramiii:ia; accession of Mihirakula. 
Revolt of Narasimbagupta ll. 
Sari1kshobha, the ParivrijakA king. 

Sung Yun in Gandh:i.ra. 
Dhruvasena I of Valabhi. 
Gwalior inscription of Mihirakul1. 
Defeat of Mihirakula; region of Vajra ( = Prakati~ 
clitya ~); conquest of Yasodhuman; accession 
of Kumaragupta III. 



532 

c. 532-50 
539 
c. 540-60 
543 
546 
550 

551 

553 

554 
c. 559-67 
569 
574 
579 

587 

CHRO!',;OLOGY 407 

Mandasor inscription of Yasoclh:mnan-Vishr_,u-
vardhana. 

Kumiiragupta Ill and \lish r:iugupta. 

Chinese mission in Magadha. 

Kumaragupta of the I .ater Gupta family. 
fifth Damodarpur copper plate inscription . 
Paramirtha reaches China. 
End of the Gupta rule in N orth India . 

Amauna grant of Nancfana. 
Badag2nga rock inscription refers to the Air{1!11tdh,1 

of Bhiitivarman of K:imarilp a. 

Known date of lsinavarman Maukhari. 
Guhascna of Valabhi . 
Prithvivigraha ofOrissa refers to Gupta sovereignty. 

I .,.,•h•Ja f G I · () · End of the ast v1stagcs o upta ru c m nssa. 
Soro plates o f Sambhuy:i~as, Orri san chief. 

Death of Vadhamihira . 


