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FOUNDING OF THE GERMAN EMPIRE.

.

CHAPTER L
COUNT BRANDENBURG IN WARSAW.

EvVEN in the middle of the critical nineteenth century
the mission of Count Brandenburg to Warsaw, and
its results, gave rise to remarkable, almost dramatic
stories. Such mythical legends are usually supposed
to be found only among the traditions of most ancient
times, or at the latest in the romantic Middle Ages.
We forget that the modern races are also gifted with
imagination, and that they like as much as ever to see
their theories and fancies expressed concretely. The
generation that watched the events of 1850 was filled
with the idea that Prussia’s honor demanded a war
with Austria and Russia; and when this expectation
was frustrated, the age created for its own satisfaction
a hero who should suffer a tragic end in the direful
catastrophe.

The accepted account, which was published imme-
diately after Brandenburg’s death, and rumored abroad
with many modifications, is well known. According to

this version, Brandenburg had been received in Warsaw
8



4 COUNT BRANDENBURG IN WARSAW.

with uncivil arrogance. The first word of the Czar had
been, “I ordered my brother-in-law to come;”’ to which
Brandenburg had replied, “Such a remark is not
proper for Prussian ears to hear.” In this fashion the
interview had continued. Wounded to the quick and
physically exhausted, Brandenburg had returned to
Berlin. Against his own convictions he had repre-
sented the pacific inclinations of the King, and upon
his return had at once sunk into a serious illness,
during which in his delirium he had repeatedly begged
for his helmet and sword, until after a few days of
suffering he died of a broken heart.

This mythical fabrication has remained for a whole
generation uncontradicted, although the story in the
main and in its coloring is exactly contrary to his-
torical circumstances. For as a matter of fact, Count
Brandenburg was the very man who at the critical
moment gave to Prussian politics the turn which they
took in favor of yielding to the proposed terms of
peace.

The office of the Count had been, in general, to con-
vince the Czar Nicholas of the justification of the
Prussian policy, and so to win Russia’s approval of the
Prussian proposals with regard to the question of the
German Constitution. A ministerial memorial which
he took with him asserted above all things the impos-
sibility of Prussia’s recognizing the assembly then in
session at Frankfort as the German Confederate Diet,
inasmuch as the same after its dissolution in 1848 could
be revived only by the unanimous vote of all the
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German Governments. This point was to be main-
tained at all hazards. Then Brandenburg was further
to announce Prussia’s demand that the German Consti-
tution should be decided upon in open conferences, and
to make known the chief propositions that Prussia
would there bring forward. These were the following
six points, the most important of which quite agreed
with the latest programme of Schwarzenberg, which he
had confidentially offered and then quickly with-
drawn: —

1. In the presidency of the Confederation, Prussia
shall share equally with Austria.

2. There shall be a Confederate Council of seven-
teen votes, having the same functions as the old Con-
federate Assembly.

8. The duties of the executive proper shall devolve
upon Prussia and Austria in common.

4. A popular representation shall not exist for the
present in the Confederation.

5. Austria shall be admitted with all her provinces
into the Confederation.

6. Individual states shall have the right to form a
Union among themselves, provided its conditions shall
not conflict with the conditions of the German Con-
federation.

In respect to the Hessian and Holstein questions,
Brandenburg’s instructions were limited to repeating
the demand that these should not be determined by the
Confederate Diet, but by commissioners from the two
Great Powers sanctioned by all the German Govern-

——
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ments. As to the manner of this settlement nothing
was said. We have, however, already noted that the
Berlin Cabinet was as anxious for the restoration of the
sovereign authority in both countries as were the two
Imperial Courts. The King had, as we have seen,
long ago assured Emperor Nicholas of this with regard
to Holstein; and he had no misgivings about express-
ing himself quite as freely to the Emperor of Austria
in relation to the contest over the Constitution in
Hesse.

Just as Count Brandenburg was about to leave
Berlin with these instructions, the news came that the
Emperor Francis Joseph and Prince Schwarzenberg,
upon their return from the meeting in Bregenz, intended
to repair to Warsaw. The King, then, immediately
instructed Brandenburg by all means to await there the
arrival of the Austrians. He also announced this to the
Emnperor Francis Joseph in an autograph letter, which,
in sharp contrast with the warlike spirit manifested at
Bregenz, was filled with words of warm friendship,
calling upon the Emperor, at its close, to give up the
idea of the Confederate Diet, which would occasion
only strife, and to turn to his Prussian friend and ally,
whose interests in Hesse-Cassel were the same as his
own; namely, that that bad example which had been
given to the world by the Hessian officers and function-
aries might be effectually obliterated.

Count Brandenburg arrived in Warsaw on the after-
noon of the 17th of October. Before the lapse of more
than an hour, the Emperor invited him to an audience,
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at which Nicholas welcomed him most graciously, re-
ceived from him a letter from the King, and after the
first greetings allowed the count at once to discourse
upon the current topics. Brandenburg declared
Prussia’s inability to recognize the so-called Confed-
erate Diet, her willingness to work for a reform of the
Confederation in open conferences, and her suggestion
that the Danish and Hessian questions should be settled
by special commissions. “The Emperor,” reported Bran-
denburg to the King, “listened to me attentively during
the whole of the discourse, which lasted several hours.
He said that he understood our wishes, and had himself
recognized the need of reform in the Constitution of
the Confederation, having often spoken of this matter
himself. He believed, however, that under the present
circumstances it would be best to recognize the Consti-
tution that had been in force for the last thirty years,
and then to proceed to the reforming of it.” -

When Brandenburg laid before the Emperor the six
propositions, he purposely observed that in settling
these points with Austria, the Czar’s mediation might
have a great effect. But Nicholas immediately took
up the remark, and protested repeatedly and decidedly
that he did not intend to mediate at all. He had the
" best wishes for both parties, and desired above all
things order and quiet; but he should not meddle in
any way. Brandenburg did not fail to understand
that Nicholas refused to interfere in the German ques-
tion, only because he wished to leave the Austrians
entirely free in their decision of the matter. So that,
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strictly speaking, there could be no negotiations held
in Warsaw with the Russian Emperor, but only with
Prince Schwarzenberg.

In the further course of the conversation, the
Emperor praised the determination of the Hessian
elector to look to the Confederate Diet for aid, and
especially emphasized the necessity for an immediate
disarming of Holstein. It was evident that his whole
attitude turned upon this point. «If,” wrote Branden-
burg, *these two questions can be settled by commis-
sions, the Emperor will probably quietly acquiesce. It
is less certain, however, what would happen in the
contrary case, and whether he would be satisfied with
being convinced of Prussia’s barren good-will.

The Russian chancellor, Count Nesselrode, proved
to be more tractable in his conferences with Branden-
burg than the Emperor. He considered the six propo-
sitions a very suitable basis for an understanding
between the two German Powers, and succeeded in
obtaining from the Emperor the permission, given
somewhat reluctantly, to recommend them as such to
Prince Schwarzenberg. The Russian ambassador in
Vienna, Baron Meyendorff, likewise urged them upon
the attention of the Prince, although the latter had
repeatedly asserted after the meeting at Bregenz that a
war was the only possible means of bringing Prussia to
reason.

To this Meyendorff replied, that, inasmuch as peace-
able means had not yet been exhausted, any offensive
movement on the part of Austria would find Russia on
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the side of the enemy. Thereupon Schwarzenberg’s
cry for war was pitched in a somewhat lower key. He
expressed his willingness to come to terms, provided
that Prussia would disband the Union, and would send
a deputy provisionally to the Confederate Diet with
the understanding that he might be recalled in six
months, if within that time no result had been reached
about a Confederate Constitution. Meyendorff brought
these terms on the 28d of October to Warsaw, where
the Prussian Prime Minister rejected them as being
utterly inadmissible.

Meanwhile, the Czar Nicholas kept reverting to the
Holstein question. “ Your proposal,” said he to
Brandenburg, “about settling it by a commission which
shall confer with a Danish plenipotentiary, would
consume altogether too much time. The simplest and
the quickest way would be for Prussia herself to send
troops at once against the Holsteiners.” Brandenburg
answered, “ As to the obligations which Prussia has
herself individually assumed, she has either discharged
them already or is ready to discharge the remainder
whenever the necessary conditions shall be fulfilled by
the other side. As to her obligations as a member of
the German Confederation, she will always be ready to
do anything requested of her by a universally recog-
nized Confederate authority. At present, however, no
such authority exists. It is precisely in order to
accomplish the desire of the Czar for a speedy pacifica-
tion that measures are now being urged which may
effect a reconciliation with Austria. It is also certain
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that the Ducal Government in Holstein is ready to
abide by the decision of such a commission as Prussia
proposes.”

The Emperor remained fixed in his opinion. «It is
Prussia’s duty,” he said, “to put an end to the war,
which she has kindled and carried on. She must do
this by effecting an actual peace, i.e. by the pacifica-
tion of Holstein, and she must not oppose measures to
secure this end, that may be decided upon in Frank-
fort. If an order is sent from Frankfort to Kiel
prohibiting all hostilities, and commanding immediate
disarming of the troops, what is to hinder you,” he
asked, “from issuing a similar order from Berlin?”
Brandenburg promised to consider the matter, but gave
very little hope of securing the royal approval of a
course of conduct that implied concurrence with the
action of the Confederate Diet, and that would thus
mean, in effect, the recognition of that body. His caun-
tion only increased the importunity of the Emperor.
To General Rochow, with whom he had been for years
accustomed to converse familiarly, the Czar said,
“You ought to despatch an army against the Hol-
steiners, scatter them to the winds, and then hang
General Willisen.”

Sorrowfully, but firmly, the Emperor, on the 22d of
October, announced to Count Brandenburg his final
decision. He said that he should be obliged to regard
Prussia’s continued opposition to measures determined
upon by the Confederate Diet for the pacification of
Holstein .as a personal insult to himself, and should be
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obliged to resort to arms. He himself would feel it
his duty to recognize the Confederate Diet so soon as
that body should take the first step toward the desired
object. He afterwards said again to Herr von Rochow,
“ I shall be perfectly willing to see Prussia at the head
of her Union, and Austria with her allies in session at
Frankfort. But, he continued, *neither of them may
claim the right to prescribe laws for the other, nor
to trespass upon her territory. Whoever does that will
bave to count on being my enemy.” Rochow sighed,
as he reflected that the Emperor unfortunately consid-
ered Hesse and Holstein as belonging to the territory
of the Confederate Diet.

All of these remarks of the Emperor, were not to be
looked upon as official. Nicholas remained true to his
first declaration that he would in no way interfere, and
that consequently negotiations were not to be carried
on with him, but only with Austria. Yet his attitude
produced a great impression upon Brandenburg; and
when, on the 24th of October, Nesselrode represented
to the latter that a reconciliation with Austria was not
at all impossible, but that it would certainly become so
in the event of a collision between the Prussian and
Bavarian troops in Hesse-Cassel, Brandenburg wrote
to Berlin that he also shared this opinion, and offered
his advice that instructions should be given to the
Prussian troops in Hesse-Cassel not to attack any
Bavarians whom they might encounter in the electorate,
but temporarily to remain inactive in their vicinity.

Brandenburg could not, to be sure, express these
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private sentiments to Count Nesselrode, but was
obliged still to affirm that Prussia would not suffer the
so-called Confederate troops to enter Hesse-Cassel ; yet
he concurred the more heartily with the proposals of
the Russian minister, especially with his suggestion to
get entirely rid of the Holstein question before entering
upon the work of reforming the German Confederation.
Brandenburg in his reports to Berlin pressed the ques-
tion whether it would not be better, at the same time
that Prussia’s unwillingness to recognize the Confed-
erate Diet should be emphasized, to take steps —as a
matter of fact, simultaneously with those taken at
Frankfort — towards the pacification of Holstein, i.e.,
the subjection of the land to the Danish king.

But the feeling in Berlin just at this time was far
from favorable to the entertainment of such ideas.
Indignation at the arbitrary convocation of the Confed-
erate Diet and its unauthorized doings outweighed
every other consideration. Radowitz averred that he
did not believe that their opponents seriously meditated
war. Since 1848 the Austrians had not seemed to him
to be so very formidable. As to the Russians, it was
said that it would take them six months to prepare for
an attack. Thus he became the exponent of the con-
viction that peace would be the more certainly insured,
the less Prussia showed fear and hesitancy, and the
more strongly fortified and ready she seemed to be at
the critical points. If she had only been actually forti-
fied and ready! But we have seen how paltry were
the results of Stockhausen’s precautionary measures.
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Nevertheless, the King was still unable to endure
the thought that an unlawful body, and one that he
abhorred as he did the Frankfort assembly, should, in
spite of his remonstrances, send its armies into the
midst of Prussian provinces, and even allow them to
manceuvre on the north coast of the kingdom itself.
On the 22d of October, upon the unanimous vote of
the Ministry, he sanctioned the sending of the following
instructions to Genersl Count Grében, who had been
appointed to the command in Hesse: namely, that at
the approach of Bavarian troops, he should first try all
possible peaceable measures before resorting to armed
force; but if the former failed, he should then act only
in accordance with military regulations, and drive back
the Bavarians wherever he found them.

Radowitz communicated this to Count Brandenburg,
and wrote to him on the 25th that the Minister of War
had declared it impossible for Prussia to assume the
obligation to respect any occupation of Hessian land by
Bavarian troops, or on that account to abstain from
offensive movements. Radowitz said everything indi-
cated that the Hessian affair was intended by the
enemies of Prussia to serve only as a pretext for sub-
jecting her to foreign domination and to a shameful
humiliation. He rejected decidedly Brandenburg’s
suggestion to take measures against Holstein similar to
those taken by the Confederate Diet, and simultaneously
with them, and declared that even an accidental
co-operation with that body must be avoided.

On the 25th of October, the same day upon which
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Radowitz sent this despatch, the Emperor Francis
Joseph and Prince Schwarzenberg arrived in Warsaw.
Shortly before, Schwarzenberg had declined the
Prussian proposition to settle the Hessian affair by a
commission ; and at the same time that Schwarzenberg
began the negotiations for peace on the 26th at Warsaw,
the Confederate Diet at Frankfort passed the vote to
instruct the Bavarians to march into Hesse, whereupon
corresponding orders were sent from Berlin to General
Count Groben. So that in Warsaw the distinguished
gentlemen conversed, as it were, with revolvers in their
hands.

In Vienna, as in Frankfort, the diplomatists from the
Lesser States were in a state of feverish excitement.
They urged their Austrian colleagues not to make the
least concession to that overbearing Prussia. They
could not forget the imperial election of 1849, and were
eager for war in the hope of putting an end once for
all, with Russia’s help, to the disproportionate power of
Prussia. Prince Schwarzenberg sympathized with the
feelings of his South German friends, but was more
cautious in his movements than they, since he well
knew that it would be chiefly he that would have to
bear the burden of the war. For this reason, too, he was
especially anxious to retain the good-will of Russia.

The Emperor Nicholas, however, was as little desir-
ous as ever of a war, and wished that a reconciliation
might be effected between the two German powers.
He agreed with Austria in the principal points, and
sent on the 26th of QOctober a sharp monition to Berlin,
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not to interfere with the Confederate troops in Hesse ;
yet at the same time, he continually importuned Austria
to build bridges at any expense for the enemy to retire
over, and, in every matter of honor and diplomacy, to
exhibit a compliant spirit.

On the forenoon of October 26th, Brandenburg had
his first audience with the Austrian monarch. The
Emperor treated the Count in every way with respect
and courtesy, but entered into no political discussion.
He confined himself to formulating his position into a
few sentences, beyond which he did not go even in later
conversations. “I am exceedingly anxious,” said he,
“that an understanding may be reached, and earnestly
wish that some satisfactory form for the same might be
hit upon ; yet I believe that I stand with my Govern-
ment upon the legal basis of the treaties, and this I
cannot under any circumstance abandon.”

Immediately upon this audience there followed a
short conversation between Brandenburg and Schwarz-
enberg, in which there was just time enough before its
interruption for Schwarzenberg to say that it was not
sufficient for Prussia to declare the Union Constitution
to be impracticable : she must promise its abandonment
in 8o many words. In the evening, the two Ministers
held a long conference together. Brandenburg after-
wards reported that the discussion was carried on with-
out the least exhibition of passion, in the most cordial
tone, and with all the friendliness of a meeting between
old acquaintances, that sincerely wished to come to an
understanding with each other.
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Brandenburg remarked that he was not empowered
to change at all the wording of the decision of the 8th
of October about the infeasibility of the Union Consti-
tution. But what could occasion Austria any anxiety
in the matter, he asked, if Prussia pledged herself to
avoid in the final Constitution everything that could

" conflict with the formation of the more comprehensive
alliance? In reply to Schwarzenberg’s remonstrances,
he explained further that the object of the Union was
to provide a legislative organ for the Governments thus
united ; that this should be established with the least
possible parliamentary machinery; and that conse-
quently the possibility of executing the Constitution of
the 26th of May seemed to him in any case most un-
likely. ¢ Accordingly,” said Brandenburg at the close,
“let us not delay over this, but proceed with our
deliberations. When I return to Berlin, I shall see
whether a more satisfactory interpretation cannot be
applied to the protocol of the 8th of October.”

Schwarzenberg could not help recognizing that this
plan for the Union differed very little from the goal
towards which the efforts of the spring of 1849 had
been directed. He said that he could readily agree to
such a definition of the Union; and after the above-
mentioned promise to reconsider the matter in a more
favorable light in Berlin, they proceeded in their
discussion.

Brandenburg then brought forward his six propo-
sitions about the future Confederate Constitution.
Schwarzenberg’s response was very short and concise.
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With gratification he accepted those points that con-
tained concessions to Austria: the formation of a Con-
federate Council of seventeen votes, the similarity of
its functions with those of the old Confederate Diet, no
popular representation, and the admission of the whole
of Austria into the Confederation. But he rejected the
measures that involved concessions to Prussia: the
equal authority of Prussia and Austria in the presi-
dency, and the assignment of the executive power to
Austria and Prussia exclusively. The first of these he
wished to refer to the arbitration of all the members of
the Confederation; instead of the latter, he proposed
the ¢establishment of a powerful executive,” without
naming the incumbents.

These were, however, very vital points for Prussia.
If both Great Powers were together to control in the
future the German army and German diplomacy, that
would be of itself exceedingly perilous for Prussia;
yet she might even then be successful in a negative
way, by hindering any dangerous measure. But if, as
Schwarzenberg proposed, a third party were to be
admitted into the executive, making ofvit. a “Direc-
tory,” in which matters could be determined by a
majority-vote, then it was all over with Prussia’s inde-
pendence. Brandenburg contented himself with saying
that he would make a further report upon this subject.

Against the sixth point, the right of the states to
form unions among themselves, the Prince had no
objection to make, since, as he observed, this was
already sanctioned by Article XI of the Act of Con-




18 COUNT BRANDENBURG IN WARSAW.

federation. But in this way his recognition of the
existing Union lost all its significance; for hitherto he
had asserted that its assumptions were contrary to the
conditions of Article XI, and that it was therefore un-
lawful and must be abolished. Brandenburg passed
over this uncertainty, and counted the sixth point as
won.

The question was now taken up that most inter-
ested the Prussian king, one might almost say which
alone interested him; namely, by whom, and acting in
what capacity, shall the proposed reform of the Con-
federation be determined and instituted ?

On this point especially, Russian influence had had
its effect upon Schwarzenberg. He had originally, as
Emperor Nicholas told Brandenburg in the interview
the week before, demanded as the preliminary condition
to any negotiations whatever, Prussia’s recognition of
the existing Confederate Diet, and the understanding
that this body should then proceed to decide upon the
reform of the Confederation. Meyendorff and Nessel-
rode had, however, afterwards convinced him how
harmless it' would be in this case to gratify the feelings
of Frederick William, and to allow the proposed reforms
to be determined upon, not in Frankfort, but, as Prussia
desired, in independent congresses, — provided or!y
that the Prussian Government would then, as it might
be hoped she would, agree to the proposals made in the
congresses by the imperial courts with regard to Hesse,
Holstein, and the German Constitution.

This was so unanswerably true, that Schwarzenberg,
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. however much he would have liked to see Prussia
humiliated as well in technical points, could not very
well maintain his objections. Therefore he did not
now demand Prussia’s express recognition of the Con-
federate Diet, provided she would leave it unmolested.
He declared that he was ready to advocate a reforma-
tion of the Confederation by independent congresses to
be held in Vienna, similar to those which in 1819 had
instituted the Vienna Final Act. To these congresses
deputies should be sent by the eleven Governments
whose representatives were now in session at Frank-
fort, but they should not be looked upon as composing
the « Confederate Diet,” and by the twenty-one united
States, but not as representing the * Union.” Branden-
burg agreed to the proposal in the main, but demurred
against Vienna as the place of meeting. He also re-
served his criticism of the reference to the doings of 1819.

Next in order were the questions relating to Hesse
and Holstein. On these, the Prussian minister found
his Austrian colleagues inaccessible. Schwarzenperg
persevered in his rejection of the Prussian proposal to
let both of these questions be settled by commissioners
appointed from both Powers, and unswervingly insisted
on the right and duty of the Confederate Diet to render
assistance to two sovereigns that counted themselves
among its members. In the Holstein affair the well-
worn arguments and counter-arguments were repeated
with as little result as ever. The geographical position
of this country did not, however, demand an immediate
settlement of the difficulty, as was the case with Hesse.
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In the discussion of the troubles in this latter
country, Brandenburg worked hard, but in vain, to
convert Schwarzenberg to the Prussian doctrines.
“ We cannot,” said the Prince, ‘ recognize as valid the
Prussian objections to the entry into the electorate of
those troops that may be required by the sovereign of
the land. The entry will take place.” Count Bran-
denburg mourned that this should occur just at the
moment when they were in other respects so near a
settlement. *“We do not protest against the entry of
foreign troops in itself, and should not do so at all, if it
were necessary, and if it took place as a measure dic-
tated jointly by us both. If it should happen now, it
would evidently take place only in order to give your
Confederate Diet something to do, and in order to force
us indirectly to recognize this body’s existence. The
Hessian troops are quite adequate to the requirements
of keeping the peace, which has been nowhere dis-
turbed. What, then, is the need of foreign troops?
Why not settle the quarrel over the Constitution in a
constitutional way, or by arbitration? ”

Brandenburg’s arguments were irrefutable, and the
Prince did not attempt to gainsay them. His reply
was monosyllabic in the extreme : he was sorry for the
consequences, but he could not do otherwise. This
produced upon Brandenburg the impression of a final,
irrevocable decision.

With this tht interview ended. Later, in the
audience-chamber of the Empress, it was agreed that
for the sake of future reference and negotiations,
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Brandenburg should make a note of the results upon
paper. .

Thus far the Prussian representative had not won
much. He had as good as abandoned the Union: to be
sure, Austria had in return consented to the holding of
independent congresses for the reform of the Confed-
eration. But if in Berlin it had been hitherto regarded
as a matter of course that during these sessions the
Confederate Diet would be adjourned or even sus-
pended, there was certainly no suspicion entertained
that the Confederate Diet was about to take immediate
and summary measures with regard to Hesse. That
meant, according to all the votes recently passed in
Berlin, war — and, as Nesselrode had just given them
to understand, war with Russia as well.

Brandenburg weighed the matter carefully, and
came again to the conclusion that the object to be
attained was not worth such a sacrifice. This was
strengthened by the emphatic assertion of Nesselrode,
that Schwarzenberg was ready to give Prussia any
desirable guaranty that the occupation of Hesse by
Confederate troops had no other end in view than the
restoration of the sovereign authority of the land, and
that after this result should be attained, the troops
would immediately quit the electorate.

So Brandenburg wrote to Berlin on the 27th of
October: ¢ The burning question, especially since the
Russian declarations, is and will be the Hessian. My
advice is, in case the Bavarians actually march into the
country, to regard the matter from a practical stand-
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point, and by avoiding hostilities to occupy the land
together. It seems to me that this would practically
obviate the danger lest from the fact that Prussia per-
mitted the punishment of Hesse her recognition of the
Confederate Diet should be inferred.” Again he
extolled the condescension and courtesy of the Em-
peror of Austria, although the latter continually in-
sisted that he stood upon the legal basis of the treaties.
The repeated interviews with Schwarzenberg resulted
in a so-called “temporary agreement,” arrived at on
the 28th of October, which, however, as a matter of
fact, was nothing more than the recognition by Prussia
of the three Austrian demands — the Confederate
Council of seventeen votes, no popular representation
in the Confederation, and the admission of the whole of
Austria with her dependencies —and the enumeration
of the three points urged by Prussia with Austria's cor-
responding counter-propositions, as we have detailed
them above, and in addition, Austria’s exaction that
Prussia should dissolve the Union, and not molest the
Confederate Diet. -
Furthermore, it was stated in thYs agreement that
under these conditions, and after the six points should
be settled, Austria would consent to lay the same, as
propositions made by herself in common with Prussia,
before all the other German Governments, and then to
invite them all to take part in congresses to be held for
the revision of the Act of Confederation. As the place
for holding these, Prussia proposed Dresden, and Aus-
tria, Vienna. Austria assumed as a model for these the
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ministerial congresses of 1819; and consequently she
insisted that the result of these congresses should, by
a definite vote of the Confederation, receive all the
sanction and validity of a Confederate act, and be
regarded as one of the fundamental laws of the
Confederation.

To all this, Brandenburg remarked that a further
decision with regard to the Union Constitution would
be announced later, which should be consistent with
the sixth proposition ; that a recognition of the exist-
ing Confederate Diet was neither to be intended nor
implied, if Prussia should leave the same unmolested ;
that against the analogy drawn between the proposed
congresses and those held by the ministers in 1819,
Prussia had nothing to say, but only reserved the ques-
tions of the place of meeting and of the presidency to
further negotiations ; and lastly, that Prussia was will-
ing to let the result of these congresses be regarded as
a fundamental law of the Confederation, although, of
course, a definite vote upon it could only be passed by
the new central Confederate organization, which should
result from these congresses.

Schwarzenberg expressed neither assent nor objec-
tion to these observations of the Prussian Prime
Minister. On the following day, the 29th of October,
the august assembly broke up; and on the morning of
the 31st, Brandenburg returned with his *temporary
agreement ” to Berlin.

On his arrival, the Prime Minister found Berlin in a
state of increasing excitement and eagerness for war.
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"Among the people the sentiments already known to us,

contempt for the Hessian Elector and Hassenpflug,
resentment at the revival of the Confederate Diet, and
especially their furious rage at Austria’s presumption
and Bavaria’s audacity, had been fanned into a flame by
the news of the movements of the troops toward Hesse;
and as strong a patriotic feeling of indignation was
reported to exist in all the provinces.

Nor had the determination of the King and the
Government slackened, not to endure the effrontery of
the so-called Confederate Diet and its penal measures
against Hesse. On the 29th of October, two. days be-
fore Brandenburg’s return, the Ministerial Council, in
a full session, had carefully considered the question,
whether it would be advisable to hold this ground even
at the risk of a war with Austria. Radowitz asserted
the affirmative, and moved that instructions be sent to
General Grében to proceed, and that upon the receipt
of the news of the entry of the Bavarians the whole
Prussian army be mobilized at once, unless perhaps
with the exception of the corps in Konigsberg and
Posen, for which it would be possible to await Branden-
burg’s return. Without a single dissenting voice, it
was voted that Radowitz should lay these suggestions
before the King as the unanimous vote of the Ministry.

But Count Brandenburg did not, in the face of all
this, suffer his resolution to waver. He had come
back from Warsaw with the firm conviction that these
misunderstandings must not be allowed to lead to a
war —a war in which Prussia would have united
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against her South Germany, Austria, and Russia, no
ally at her side, and France, whose attitude would be
entirely uncertain and unreliable, at her back.

The grounds for his conviction are perfectly clear, in
view of the preceding events; but it is quite as evident
that a hard and bitter fight must await the Count in his
endeavor to carry it out. The hesitating and inconsis-
tent conduct of Prussia after the close of the Erfurt
Parliament had made her position every week more un-
tenable. Although Austria had just granted the chief
demand of Prussia, namely, that the reform of the Con-
federation might be discussed in general congresses,
the two Powers stood with their hands on their hilts,
and opposed to each other as directly as possible in
the questions of the Union and of the overthrow of
the Constitution in Hesse-Cassel.

Yet the actual difference was exceedingly slight be-
tween the final aims of the two Courts. The King
repudiated the Constitution of the 26th of May quite
as decidedly as the court of Vienna, and declared that
it could not be carried out; but Prince Schwarzenberg
" demanded its formal abolition, though this would have
rendered him no safer in the future than the Prussian
formula. In the affair of Hesse-Cassel, too, the King as
well as the Emperor desired to see the land subjected to
the will of the Elector; the quarrel was only as to who
should assist Austria in overthrowing the Constitution,
— the Confederate Diet, or Prussia.

For the sake of such points of controversy to involve
Prussia in a tremendous war see