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THE ARAB INVASIONS 
AND THE RISE OF THE 
BAGRATUNI (640-884)

Nina Garsoïan

The explosive expansion of the Arabs in the middle of the seventh 
century totally revolutionized the face of the Near East and modi
fied radically the history of the Armenian plateau for centuries to come. 

Externally, the total conquest of the Sasanian Empire by the Arabs and 
the retreat of Byzantium to a defensive position far to the west had a 
twofold effect on Armenia. No counterbalancing power was left in the 
area to support and protect the Armenians against the new conquerors. 
The balance of powers maintained for so long between Rome and Iran 
was irremediably broken for some two centuries in favor of total Arab 
domination. Once this domination was established, however, Armenia 
found itself for the first time in almost a millennium outside the theater 
of international warfare which was now pursued either farther west in 
Asia Minor or to the south in Mesopotamia. Internally, almost all the 
Armenian territories found themselves reunited as the Arabs reached 
north of the plateau to Tiflis in Iberia and westward to the Euphrates and 
beyond. All the lines of demarcation bisecting the country, whether those 
of 387 or of 591, disappeared, and only the southernmost border of the 
districts of Aljnik‘ (Aghdznik) and Korcek‘ (Korchek) were fused with 
Arab Mesopotamia. This overall unification, however, covered a gradual
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inner fragmentation as the overriding authority of the Mamikoneans 
(Mamikonians) uniting the military forces of the country as a function 
of their office of sparapet, or commander-in-chief, began to be chal
lenged. There is no doubt that the Mamikoneans were still the dominant 
family of the sixth and perhaps even the seventh centuries with their 
extensive domains in northern Tayk\ southern Tarôn and Sasun, the 
central Bagrewand (Bagrevand) and Aragacotn (Aragatsotn), and with 
their powerful supporters, the Kamsarakan lords of Sirak (Shirak) and 
Arsarunik4 (Arsharunik), as well as the Gnuni of Manazkert north of 
Lake Van. They generally continued to pursue the traditional pro- 
Byzantine policy of their house, but their power was not undisputed, as 
it had been before, and gradually declined. The Bagratuni had achieved 
authority as early as 481, when Sahak Bagratuni had briefly been chosen 
marzpan by the Armenian rebels, and the far more brilliant career of his 
descendant Smbat Xosrov mum  in the first decades of the seventh 
century had greatly enhanced the prestige of this house whose main base 
was in Sper, in the extreme northwest of the plateau, but who also held 
other domains in Kogovit with the stronghold of Daroynk4, east of 
Bagrewand, and in southern Tmorik4. Other houses were also powerful: 
the house of Siwnik‘ maintained its autonomy to the southeast of Lake 
Sevan, while the Rstuni (Rshtuni) controlled their own territories south 
of Lake Van as well as those of the Bznuni northwest of the lake, and 
the Kamsarakan held the north-central districts of Sirak and Arsarunik4. 
When the emperor Heraclius, on the eve of the Arab invasion, created 
the new title of i$xan (ishkhan) or “prince” of Armenia, challenging the 
authority of both the sparapet commanding the troops of Persarmenia 
and the almost-powerless Persian marzpan, and further joined to it the 
high imperial dignity of the curopalates, he bypassed the obvious great 
magnates to choose a minor naxarar, David Saharuni, who was then 
succeeded by the sparapet of Persarmenia, Theodore Rstuni, under 
whom the two halves of Armenia were reunited in 639. Thus the chaotic 
events of the mid-seventh century encouraged the jockeying for power 
among ambitious naxarars.

The Arab Conquest of Armenia

As “all the Armenian nobles lost land through their disunity and only 
the God-loving and valiant isxan of the Rstuni put in order the troops 
of his region and watched day and night,” (Sebëos, xxix, p. 94) the first



Ml. Kazbek
Jurzan ! Gurjistan)

Fortified military zones (Awasi
KUTAISI

Albania (Arran)

- T iF U S ^  \  h  «  H I  à
frôtusi) \ \  r

J U  R Z ,A  M GG ü R _;J T A N

A M A S IA
T A  V K

BAROHAA
(PARTAV)

COLON I A,.

BAYLAKAN,SEBASTIA,

A S T  1 A 

Tephrice (Divrig)

. M T  s-

n «sX*M\.xx-.~' <?-

r , :„ « ... U ' °  U "  T a  ,  v , . w,i ,„ ...
/ y  't “ -, j

x  AM ID /  <§j. Dijlah —̂ L_.
. r  DIAR BAKR '  u

CAESAR IA

KHUWI (Khoi)
A R D A B ILMIRAND (Marand)

MALAT1A

TABRIZ
r  L . ffaibudhan

MARASH

JAZIRAT 
ibn UMARar-RUHA 

’(EDESSA, URFA) NASIBIN

; a n t a k i a
(ANTIOCH) 

a I S H A M  
( S Y R I A )

( M E S O P O T A M I A )  ^

42° a l-M A W S IL® \

HALAB
(ALEPPO),

■  H E
l i a  ' \ i

SHAMAKHIYA

A  0  U H H 
URMIA G  ( A  D  H f,

• (L. Umjia)
\  O '.. <"

\ ^  *USHNU

C A 1L I P H A T E

^J A N Z A  (GANDZAK)

m iles

^E R B IL
®  \n  46°

_J__________2______L____ :____ ' »-------------

I k ilom eters 160 - 3 6 '

48° R o b e rt H . H e w s e it 
________________________

8. A R M E N IA  UNDER A R A B  D O M INATIO N , 650-c. 885 A.D.



120 Nina Garsoïan

Korcek4 broke into Tarôn over the pass of Bales (Baghesh)/Bidlis and 
swept northward through Xlat4 (Khlat) on the north shore of Lake Van. 
The Arab army then went on through the districts of Bznunik4, Aliovit 
(Aghiovit), and Kogovit to the undefended capital of Duin, which it took 
and sacked on October 6, 640, taking loot and captives. Theodore 
Rstuni, who had now officially received from the Byzantine emperor 
the titles of i$xan and curopalates, attempted a counterattack into 
Mesopotamia ca. 642, but a second raid coming this time from 
Azerbaijan (Azerbaijan) in the east struck at the region of Golt‘n 
(Goghtn) and Naxcawan (Nakhchavan) in the valley of the Araxes. The 
Arabs conquered Artaz in Vaspurakan and met the joint forces of 
Byzantium and Theodore Rstuni, whose disagreement led to the rout of 
the imperial army in Mardastan in 643 or 644.

These early raids and others that may have occurred in 644-645 
were merely plundering expeditions; their dating is highly controversial, 
since the Arab sources composed at least two centuries later contradict 
one another and Armenian sources are equally confused, while Greek 
evidence is nonexistent for this period. The great campaign of 650, sent 
by the governor of Syria and future Caliph Mu'äwiyah, was a far graver 
matter, as Armenia was seriously divided internally by the high-handed 
Byzantine policy. Denounced to the imperial authorities, Theodore 
Rstuni was replaced by the former Persian marzpan Varaz Tiroc4 
Bagratuni, son of Smbat Xosrov snum, then reinstated once more in his 
dignity at the death of Varaz Tiroc4 “whether the Armenian princes liked 
it or not.” At the same time, a decree of the Byzantine emperor imposing 
Chalcedonianism on Armenia provoked a council held at Duin in 648 
or 649 under the presidency of Theodore Rstuni and the kat'olikos 
Nersës III, which once again rejected the union, and consequently 
removed any hope of help from the empire.

The Arab army, coming once more from Azerbaijan, divided into 
three branches, one directed at Arran/Caucasian Albania, another at 
Vaspurakan where it was defeated by Theodore, and the third, break
ing diagonally through Ayrarat (the heartland of Armenia) all the way 
to Tayk4 and K'artTi or eastern Iberia, ultimately returned to join the 
Arab forces besieging Naxcawan on the Araxes. Left without support 
by Byzantium or the vanished Sasanians, and perhaps embittered by 
the political and religious pressures to which he had been subjected, 
Theodore RStuni took the crucial step of breaking with the empire. He 
concluded with Mu4äwiyah a treaty whose favorable terms have been
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preserved in the History of Pseudo-Sebëos, although Armenian 
ecclesiastical historians understandably accuse their acquiescing mag
nates of “having made a covenant with death and an alliance with 
Hell”:(Sebëos, xxxv, p. 132)

Let this be the covenant of agreement between me [Mu‘äwiyah] and 
you for as many years as you shall wish. And I shall not take tribute 

from you for 7 [3?] years, then in accordance with the oath, you will 

give as much as you wish. And you will keep 15,000 horsemen in 

your country and give [them] bread from the country, and I shall 

reckon it in the royal tribute. And I shall not summon the cavalry to 

Syria, but wherever else I shall order you, you should be ready for 
action. And I shall not send emirs into your fortresses, no Tacik 
[Tadjik] cavalry, not even a single horseman. No enemy shall enter 

into Armenia, and if the Roman [emperor] comes against you, I shall 

send troops to your assistance, as many as you shall wish. And I swear 

before the great God that I do not lie. (Sebëos, xxxv, p. 133)

Freedom of religion was also assured by a contemporary agree
ment between the Arab general and the city of Duin cited by the Arab 
ninth century historian al-Balädhuri:

In the name of Allah, the compassionate, the merciful. This is a treaty 
of Habîb ibn-Maslamah with the Christians, Magians and Jews of 
Dabil [Duin], including those present and absent. I have granted you 

safety for your lives, possessions, churches, places of worship, and 

city wall. Thus ye are safe and we are bound to fulfil our covenant, 
so long as you fulfil yours and pay the poll-tax and kharâj. Thereunto 

Allah is witness; andit suffices to have him as witness, (al. Balädhun, 

n, pp .314-15)

At first, the counterattack of the Byzantine emperor in 652/3 
was well received by a number of naxarars and by the kat‘olikos 
Nerses III, who had taken refuge in the northwestern border district 
Tayk\ “The emperor and all his troops cursed the lord of Rstunik* 
and took away the dignity of his authority.” Musel Mamikonean was 
named in his place “commander of the cavalry,” and the emperor 
took up residence at Duin in the palace of the kaPolikos. But 
Theodore took refuge in his own strongholds, and neither the moun-
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taineers of Siwnik4 nor Caucasian Albania could be subdued by the 
imperial army.

The preaching of Sunday of the Council of Chalcedon in the church 

of St. Gregory [at Duin]. And the celebration of the liturgy in Roman 

[Greek] fashion by a Roman priest, and the communion of the 
emperor and the KaPolikos, and all the bishops, who willingly and 

who unwillingly. . .  (Sebëos, xxxv, p. 136)

only increased the tension. The emperor returned home without having 
accomplished anything, the kafolikos again took refuge in Tayk\ and 
Theodore Rstuni, still more embittered, returned, having been honored 
by M u‘äwiyah at Damascus and given “authority over Virk‘ [Iberia], 
Aluank1 (Aghvank) [Albania] and Siwnik* in exchange for his 
allegiance.

The intensified war between Byzantium and the Arabs continued 
to devastate Armenia for a time. The stronghold of Karin/The- 
odosiopolis, renamed Kâlïkala by the Arabs, fell in 653, and 2,000 
Arabs from Syria and Mesopotamia were brought there and given land. 
Profiting from the death of Theodore Rstuni in 654, the emperor 
briefly named as isxan Hamazasp Mamikonean, who reaffirmed the 
ties of Armenia with Constantinople, while the Arabs were distracted 
by the internal quarrels that followed the murder of the caliph ‘Uth- 
män. The kat‘olikos Nerses III returned to finish his church dedicated 
to the Vigilant Heavenly Host at Zuart‘noc‘ (Zvartnots). But with the 
accession of the first Umayyad caliph Mu‘awiyah in 661, Arab dom
ination over Armenia was reaffirmed once and for all. A council of 
magnates presided over by the kafolikos Nerses III accepted the 
inevitable and agreed to send hostages to the Arab capital and pay a 
yearly tribute of 500 gold dahekans. In exchange, the caliph 
Mu‘awiyah freed the hostages and installed Hamazasp’s brother 
Grigor Mamikonean “with great honor” as isxan of Armenia, a dignity 
he held for more than twenty years until his death:

During his reign, Grigor, Prince of Armenia, governed the land of the 

Armenians peacefully and kept it free from all marauding and attack.

He feared God in perfect piety, was charitable, hospitable and cared 

for the poor. It was [Grigor] who built a house of worship in the town 

of Aruch [Aruc], in the district of Aragatsots [Aragacotn], an elegant
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church to the glory of the name of the Lord, and adorned it in memory 

of his [own] name. (Lewond, ch. 4, p. 54)

The claim is confirmed by the dedicatory inscription commemorating 
Grigor and his wife Helinê/Helen on the great domed basilica of Aruc west 
of Erevan.

Armenia in the Seventh Century

The description of Grigor’s isxanatQ by Lewond the Priest, just cited, is, 
to be sure, idyllic and exaggerated. The country was not constantly at 
peace, since Grigor himself ceased to pay tribute and revolted against the 
Arabs in 680 at the death of the cahphMu4äwiyah and is also said to have 
died battling a northern Turkic Khazar invasion in 685. A few years after 
his death, the emperor Justinian II overran Armenia in a last attempt to 
reconquer the country and took away hostages, perhaps even the 
kat‘olikos Sahak III (677-703). Even so, the first period of Arab domina
tion immediately after the conquest was not seriously damaging for 
Armenia, and there is no perceptible cultural break with the preceding 
period of the Marzpan ate. As we have already noted, the unity of the 
territory was re-created by the disappearance of internal political divi
sions. Far from being an annexed territory, Armenia through almost the 
whole of the seventh century had the status of an autonomous, if tributary, 
state whose sphere of influence, far from being reduced, was extended 
northward, as we shall see, to the adjacent lands. No Arab troops were 
stationed in Armenia, except in the Mesopotamian border districts, and 
no foreign governors were sent to Armenia until the end of the century.

The relatively mild terms of Mu'äwiyah’s treaty are readily ex
plainable by the Arab need for the support of the famous Armenian 
cavalry, especially at home as a barrier against the Khazars, whom their 
Byzantine allies urged to attack the caliphate from the rear by raiding 
southward through the Caucasian passes or by forcing the Arab fortified 
position at Derbent on the Caspian. Since manpower was of primary 
importance, taxes remained relatively light. According to Lewond, the 
500 dahekans of Mu‘äwiyah’s tribute were not increased by his son. In 
the words of the later Armenian chronicler Samuel of Ani, the Arabs

took from each house four [silver] dirrhems, three modii [about 30

kg.] of sifted wheat, one hempen rope and a gauntlet. But it was
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ordered to levy no taxes from priests, as from the azat and from 
cavalrymen. (Manandyan, 1965, p. 130)

A Syrian chronicle observes that until the early eighth century,

This entire country was noted for its innumerable population, many 

vineyards, fields of grain, and all kinds of magnificent trees. 

(Manandyan, 1965, p. 130)

The excavations of the city of Duin show not only the reconstruc
tion of the church and the extensive palace, but an active urban life as 
well. The sharp increase in the number of coins found there, from less 
than two dozen for the fifth and sixth centuries to more than 300 for the 
seventh, is an index of the rising trade. The great cathedral churches 
built by the Kamsarakan and the Mamikonean next to their palaces at 
T‘alin and Aruc in Aragacotn, as well as those elsewhere at Valarsapat, 
Qjun (Odzun), and Sisian, the smaller foundations that proliferated 
throughout the country, and the numerous sculptured stelae that date 
from the seventh century, all testify to the continuity of the building 
activity begun during the Marzpamtte and serve as a concomitant index 
of economic stability and prosperity, while their dedicatory inscriptions 
indicate the survival and concern of the naxarar tuns.

There is, finally, no evidence of religious persecution during this 
period and even in the earlier part of the eighth century. Ecclesiastical 
sources record no forcible conversions, and the two martyrs, David of 
Duin and Vahan of Goffn, were Muslims converted to Christianity and 
consequently punishable as renegades under Islamic law. On the con
trary, the activity of the kafolikate was not constrained. The kafolikos 
Anastas (662-667) sought a perpetual calendar from the great mathema-

v

tician Anania SirakacT, although the death of the patriarch precluded its 
adoption. The relics of St. Gregory the Illuminator were solemnly 
transferred from his burial place in northwestern Daranalik* to 
Valarsapat, a portion granted to Albania (underscoring the close link 
between the two churches), and the Armenian patronage reiterated again 
by the kafolikos Elias (703-717). Once again, Lewond praises the 
successor of Grigor Mamikonean, the “patrician” Asot (Ashot) 
Bagratuni, as an opulent, magnificent and charitable prince,

zealous in his love of learning; and he adorned the churches of God 
with the arts of spiritual [vardapetakan] teaching and with a multi
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tude of ministers; and he honored them with distinguished services at 

his own expense. And he built a church in his domain of Dariwnk*. 

(Lewond, ch. 5)

As late as the first quarter of the eighth century, the great kat‘olikos 
and theologian Yovhannës Ojnecfi (Hovhannes Odznetsi) (717-728) 
could reform the church and give it a firm doctrinal base by completing 
the first collection of Armenian canons ; repress the heresies of the native 
Paulicians (who were violent iconoclasts) and of the Phantasiasts (who 
denied that Christ had had a real body); and call two councils (at Duin 
in 719 against the heretics and at Manazkert in 725/6 to reaffirm the 
dogmatic position of the Armenian Church and its agreement with the 
Syrian Church) without any interference from the Arab authorities. On 
the contrary, Asolik affirms that upon Yovhannës’s probably apocry
phal visit to Baghdad, the caliph “was struck with admiration, doubled 
his consideration and regard and sent him back to Armenia covered with 
honors and gifts.”(Asolik, 1883, II, ii, p. 133)

The Creation of the Province 
of Armïniya and the Period of Arab Domination

Both Armenian and Arab sources agree that the situation in Armenia 
worsened perceptibly with the last decade of the seventh century. The 
ravages of the Khazar invasions continued throughout the eighth cen
tury. More fundamentally, not only did the invasions of Justinian II 
wreak havoc in Armenia, which the Greek troops treated as enemy 
territory, but they probably contributed to the decision of the caliphate 
to conquer the land outright and put an end to its semiautonomous status. 
At the same time, the general regularization of the vast Muslim empire, 
with its concurrent fiscal demands, and the increasing Muslim piety of 
the later Umayyad caliphs, and especially their Abbasid successors, 
could not fail to have a deleterious effect on Armenia at a time when 
Byzantium, embroiled at home in the Iconoclastic controversy of the 
eighth century, could provide neither support nor a counterbalancing 
force to the preponderance of the caliphate in the Near East.

In 693 the Umayyad caliph appointed his brother Muhammad ibn 
Marwän governor of Armenia, Adherbaijan/Azerbaijan and Djazira or 
Upper Mesopotamia, reaching all the way to Melitënë in the west. His 
authority was recognized in the same year by the new isxan of Armenia,
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Smbat Bagratuni (693-726), but Byzantine troops remained in the south, 
and a new imperial campaign even attempted to retake the country in 
698. The reconquering expedition of Muhammad ibn Marwän took 
place in 701, according to both Armenian and Arabic sources. Moving 
northward from Mesopotamia, he entered the Armenia border district of 
Mokk‘, where he succeeded in obtaining by deceit the fortresses, which 
he dismantled, putting the men to the sword and sending the women and 
children into captivity. From there he moved northward into the central 
districts of Greater Armenia. The struggle for Duin was arduous and 
protracted, and the Armenian capital had to be taken twice, but Muham
mad ibn Marwän ultimately subdued the entire country as well as Iberia 
and Caucasian Albania. The formal annexation of Armenia must date 
from this period, although the confusion of Arab sources, which usually 
date it from the earlier expedition o f650, has obscured this fact. An Arab 
province called Arminiya, including not only most of the Armenian 
plateau except for the southern border annexed to the Djazira, but also 
Eastern Iberia and Caucasian Albania, was created, with Duin as its 
capital and as the residence of the Muslim governor, or ostikan. Arab 
garrisons were quartered at Duin as well as in a number of other cities, 
including Tiflis in the far north. Karin/Kälikalä and Melitënë/Malatia 
became the anchor points of the Arab military system in the west. 
Muhammad ibn Marwän was installed as the first ostikan of Arminiya, 
although some authority was conceded to the native magnates, since the 
title of isxan of Armenia was maintained almost continually and the 
traditional office of sparapet reappeared in the eighth century, even 
though it was no longer hereditary in the Mamikonean house as it had 
been formerly.

The new ostikan inaugurated his rule by the removal of both the 
isxan of Armenia Smbat Bagratuni and the kaColikos Sahak III, who 
were sent to Damascus. Islamic law was rigorously applied, the Persian 
martyr David of Duin was executed, and monasteries were brutally 
ravaged. The Armenian sources complain bitterly of the ostikan,

a wicked, insolent and an impudent man, extremely malicious by 

nature; he implanted within himself the seeds of hypocrisy like the 
venom of a serpent and tortured the princes and the azats of Armenia 

with bonds and plundered the property and the possessions of many 

people. Then he also put the great Sahak [III] in fetters and sent him 

to Damascus. Along with him he also sent the prince of Armenia,

Smbat son of Smbat. He plundered the entire ornaments of the



churches of Christ and made the old and the young wail, mourn and

grieve. (Yovhannës Drasxanakertc‘i, xx, p. 107)

Angered and alarmed by this policy, the isxan Smbat, who returned 
from the Umayyad capital of Damascus in 703, took counsel with the 
naxarars, among them his own brother Asot and Yard, the son of 
Theodore Rstuni, and decided to turn for help to Byzantium. At first the 
Armenians were victorious at Vardanakert on the lower Araxes, and the 
rebellion spread from Vanand in the west to Vaspurakan in the southeast, 
but Smbat then retired to the north of Tayk4 and Muhammad ibn Marwän 
was sent again to subdue Armenia. The posthumous embassy of the 
kafolikos Sahak III, who had died on the way but whose body, bearing 
a letter imploring Muhammad to spare the Armenians, was brought to 
Harran by his bishops, saved the church and even extended its authority. 
The new kafolikos Elia (Eghia)/Elias (703-717) was authorized to hold 
acouncilin Partaw (Partav)/Bardha‘a at which he deposed the Albanian 
kafolikos accused of Chalcedonianism, had him exiled together with 
his supporter, the widow of the prince of Albania, and consecrated a new 
kafoiikos for Albania, whose dependence on the Armenian Church in 
this period is evident from these proceedings. The secular Armenian 
nobles, however, did not fare so well. Defeated by Muhammad ibn 
Marwän in 705, the isxan Smbat Bagratuni, who had received from 
Byzantium the title of curopalates, fled for refuge to the imperial 
territory on the eastern shore of the Black Sea and Muhammad ibn 
Marwän retook Duin, which had been captured by the rebels. At the 
order of the Muslim authorities, the governor of Naxcawan summoned 
the Armenian naxarars on the pretext of a census, which would include 
them in the cavalry register. According to Lewond, those of noble birth 
were separated from the others who were locked in the churches of 
Naxcawan and Golt‘n, farther down the Araxes, and set on fire. The 
nobles, stripped of their wealth under torture, were then executed in their 
turn. Only a few magnates are mentioned by name among the victims, 
but the sources assert that almost the entire Armenian nobility perished 
or was deported, and “our realm made heirless of its naxarars”

The massacre of Naxcawan did not destroy the Armenia clans, 
since only the adult naxarars, had been exterminated, but it crippled 
them for a generation. However, the Arabs still needed Armenian 
collaboration against the Khazar threat, and the ferocious policy of 
Naxcawan was not continued. The new Arab ostikan, whom Lewond 
praises as a “prudent man full of worldly wisdom,” pacified Armenia,
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urged the exiles to return, and Smbat Bagratuni resumed his office of 
isxan probably in 709 rather than 711. The city of Duin was rebuilt by 
the ostikan

stronger and greater in size than it was before; he fortified it with gates

and buttresses, surrounded the city wall with a moat and filled it with
water for the protection of the fortress. (Lewond, ch. 10, p. 67)

This relatively benevolent policy was maintained for a time, the 
activity of the kat‘ofikos Yovhannës ÖjnecT received no check from the 
Muslim authorities, and, as noted earlier, the execution of Prince Vahan 
of Gölten ca. 737 cannot be interpreted strictly as an act of persecution, 
since he had been taken prisoner as a child after the massacre of 
Naxcawan, raised as a Muslim, and abjured that faith upon his return to 
Armenia. On the secular side, the isxan Smbat is recorded for the last 
time as being present at the Council of Manazkert, but nothing is known 
of the later part of his rule. At first his successor as isxan, Asot Bagratuni, 
the grandson of his earlier namesake praised by Lewond, does not seem 
to have been recognized officially by the Muslim authorities for some 
five years, although he held the office de facto. But in 732 the new 
ostikan came to Duin and conferred on him “the authority of patrician 
over the realm of Armenia by order of [the caliph] Hisam and honored 
him greatly.” Thereafter Asot collaborated effectively in the Muslim 
campaign against the Khazars and shared in the booty. The ostikan also 
authorized the payment to the Armenian cavalry of a yearly stipend of 
100,000 dirhems retroactive for the three years that it had been withheld. 
Hence, not only had the institution of the Armenian cavalry rapidly 
recovered from the bloodbath of Naxcawan, but the Muslim authorities 
still took the responsibility of its maintenance.

Three factors contributed to the reversal of this enlightened policy 
and provoked a new Armenian explosion in the middle of the eighth 
century. Even before the disappearance of the Arab dynasty of the 
Umayyads and the accession of the more strictly Muslim dynasty of the 
Abbasids in 750, the tax policy of the caliphate had undergone radical 
change. As a result of a general census of the Armenian lands taken in 
724-725, all tax privileges were revoked and taxes were now levied not 
by household, as before, but by head, by size of property, and on cattle 
as well, thus greatly increasing the fiscal burden of the countiy. The 
disappearance of international trade resulting from the endemic Byzan- 
tine-Arab warfare added to the country’s economic woes. Equally
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damaging for the stability of the country was the increasing rivalry of 
its two greatest houses. Long accustomed to a preponderant position in 
Armenia, the Mamikonean viewed as a direct threat to their prestige the 
rising power of the Bagratuni, who were favored by the Umayyad 
governors. The grant of the isxanate to Asot Bagratuni in 732, making 
this office all but hereditary in the Bagratuni house, outraged the 
Mamikonean brothers Grigor and David, but the immediate result of 
their protest was their own exile to Yemen at the order of the ostikan. 
At the death of the caliph Hisam in 743, however, the brothers returned 
to Armenia, began to oppress the magnates of Vaspurakan and raised a 
general rebellion in which they attacked the isxan Asot, (Lewond, ch. 
25, pp. 117-18) who barely escaped with his life. Reversing the previous 
situation, Asot now fled to complain to the caliph at Damascus, while 
Grigor Mamikonean took over his office of isxan with the approval of 
the local ostikan. Unfortunately for the Mamikonean, the tide turned 
against them once again. The last Umayyad caliph, who had greatly 
benefited from the support of Asot Bagratuni and his troops in his claim 
for the throne, refused to ratify the decision of his ostikan. Asot conse
quently returned to Armenia with great honor at the order of the caliph, 
David Mamikonean was executed, and Grigor could only bide his time 
awaiting an opportunity to avenge his brother.

The overthrow of the Umayyad dynasty and the usurpation of the 
Abbasids a few years later provided an opportunity both for the ven
geance of the Mamikonean and for the growing dissatisfaction in 
Armenia in general. The Armenian magnates met together in 748 and 
persuaded the isxan Asot, now bereft of his patron, to join with them, 
albeit unwillingly. The rebels mace contact with the Byzantine emperor 
Constantine V, whose successful campaigns against the Muslims had 
brought him to Asia Minor and who was operating in Pontus at the time. 
The Armenians also received the sup port of an anonymous group called 
by Lewond “sons of sinfulness who know neither the fear of God nor 
awe of princes nor respect of the elders,” who were probably the 
Paulician heretics condemned earlier by Yovhannês Öjnec‘i (Garso'fan, 
1967, pp. 136-37), and whose numbers and power were increasing on 
the Upper Euphrates at that time. Another revolt in Sasun to the south 
helped distract the Arabs, and the rebels succeeded in capturing the 
major Muslim stronghold of Karin. These initial successes failed, how
ever, to abate the tension between the Mamikonean and the Bagratuni 
and to preserve a united front against the Arabs. Asot Bagratuni sought 
to withdraw from the rebels and was seized and blinded at the order of



130 Nina Garsoïan

Grigor Mamikonean. The fragmentation of the rebellion spelled its 
doom. No help came from Byzantium. Grigor Mamikonean sickened 
and died at Karin in 749, and his brother Musel failed to obtain official 
recognition. Asot “the Blind” nominally continued to rule the country 
despite his handicap, but by 750 the new Abbasid caliph had success
fully reestablished the mastery of the Muslims over Armenia.

The collapse of the second rebellion within the century seriously 
sapped the strength of the Armenian nobility. The greatest sufferers were 
undoubtedly the Mamikonean, who lost all of their domains except for 
Bagrewand and Tayk\ The Bagratuni, suspect to the new dynasty 
because of their support of the Umayyads, went into temporary eclipse, 
were forced to abandon Kogovit, and withdrew from Vaspurakan, where 
the Arcruni seemingly began to entrench themselves, although the 
history of this family remains obscure until the middle of the next 
century. Karin was retaken, refortified, and garrisoned with Arab troops 
from the Djazira. The emperor Constantine V, who had given no help 
to the Armenians against the Arabs, now compounded the damage by 
transferring the Armenian population from the districts of Karin and 
Melitënë to the Balkans in 755. The new Abbasid caliph sent his brother 
on a tour of all his dominions. According to Lewond,

[he] first went to the land of Armenia and caused grave torment and 
endangered all, leaving them in extreme poverty, to the extent of 

claiming taxes on behalf of the dead . . .  he cruelly tortured the 
inhabitants of our country by imposing a heavy poll tax, equivalent 
to many silver zuzês, and branding everyone’s neck with lead seal.

[In response], the houses of the nobles, some willingly and 
others not, gave horses, precious clothing, and other provisions of 
gold and silver as gifts, just to fill the mouth of the dragon which had 

come to attack and corrupt the country. (Lewond, ch. 28, p, 123)

The Bagratuni regained their position in 753 as one of them, Sahak, 
was named isxan while his kinsman Smbat, the son of Asot the Blind, 
appears at the same time in the revived office of sparapet. Nevertheless, the 
exactions increased still further under the new ostikan, who ruled Armenia 
on three occasions (752-754, 759-770, 775-780), even though his mother 
was said to have been an Armenian princess, the daughter of the “patrician” 
of Siwnik\ The support of the Armenian cavalry was now stopped. “A set 
number of horsemen was demanded from the princes and they were 
compelled to maintain this military contingent at [the expense] of their own



house.” Lewond (ch. 33, pp. 127-129) even insists that the supply of silver 
gave out, so that taxes had to be paid in kind, and that they fell alike on 
naxarar and ramik as well as on the clergy. The population hid or fled from 
this extortionate policy, and some of the magnates abandoned their homes

v

and emigrated, as did Sapuh Amatuni who, according to Asolik, moved to 
the empire with 12,000 of his retainers.

The revolt brought on by these oppressive measures began in 
Vaspurakan, which was simultaneously threatened by the infiltration of 
Muslims from Azerbaijan. These were met by three brothers from the 
Arcruni house now ruling Vaspurakan after the district had been aban
doned by the Bagratuni. By 762 all three brothers were dead and the 
isxan Sahak Bagratuni may also have been put to death. Still, the 
rebellion continued to smolder, and the leadership now passed for the 
last time to the Mamikonean.

According to Lewond, the first signal of the great rebellion of 
774-775 was given by Artawazd Mamikonean, who killed a Muslim tax 
collector in the northwestern district of Sirak and was consequently driven 
to flight into Byzantine territory by the ostikan, who compelled the 
Armenian sparapet Smbat to accompany him. Artawazd\s example was 
then followed by his kinsman Musel Mamikonean, who massacred the 
tax collectors in his district and withdrew into the fortress of Artagers in 
Arsarunik‘. He then went on to raid in Bagrewand, laid siege to the fortress 
of Kars, defeated an Arab contingent sent from Duin near Bagawan, and 
pursued them as far as the Mamikonean center in Aruc. Encouraged by 
these early successes and inspired by a messianic prophecy, interestingly 
branded as false by Lewond, perhaps wise after the event:

Behold, the hour of your salvation has come, and now shortly the 

scepter of the kingdom shall soon be restored once again to the house 

of T‘orgom. (Lewond, ch. 34, p. 131)

The Armenian naxarars flocked to his support. They bound themselves 
to each other by an oath, despite the prudent advice of Asot Bagratuni 
(the son of the former isxan Sahak), who is said to have attempted to 
dissuade them from this perilous enterprise at a time when the Abbasid 
caliphate was at the height of its power. The rebels even succeeded in 
persuading the sparapet Smbat to join them, albeit against his will, but 
the Bagratuni house was divided, as Asot continued to oppose the 
rebellion, while the Arcruni and their supporters stayed in Vaspurakan, 
thus splitting the Armenian forces in two.
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Musel Mamikonean and Smbat sparapet moved to besiege Karin 
while the Arcrunis retired to their fortresses at the opposite end of 
Armenia when a new Muslim army of 30,000 invaded Armenia in the 
spring of 775 from the Mesopotamian border region of the Diyär-Bakr, 
The Arabs first turned eastward to 2Clat‘ on Lake Van, and on April 15, 
775, destroyed the infantry of the Arcruni coalition at Arcës (Archesh) 
on the north shore of the lake. The Muslims then moved northwestward 
through Apahunik*, and on April 25, on the banks of the Euphra
tes/ Arsanias (Murad Su) in the district of Bagrewand, they routed the 
second Armenian army which was hastening back from the siege of 
Karin. The disastrous battle of Bagrewand left most of the Armenians, 
nobles and ramik alike, as well as both their leaders, Musel Mamikonean 
and the sparapet Smbat Bagratuni, dead in the field.

The Appearance o f the Muslim Emirates

There is little doubt that the aftermath of the battle of B agrewand marked 
one of the darkest hours in Armenian history. Bled three times in as 
many generations, some of the naxarar houses failed to recover. The 
Bagratuni, perhaps the least hurt, paid for their loyalty to the vanished 
Umayyad dynasty by the loss of their domains of Tmorik\ Kogovit, and 
whatever was left of their possessions in Vaspurakan and the south, with 
the exception of the small district of M okk\ The spar ape f  s son, Asot, 
later known as Msaker (the meat or man-eater), was driven to take refuge 
in the fastness of his mountain domain in northwestern Sper, farthest 
removed from the Arab threat. His prudent cousin and namesake Asot, 
son of the former isxan Sahak, may have been appointed isxan by the 
Muslims in 775 because of his refusal to join the rebellion, though even 
here, the quasi-monopoly of the Bagratuni on this office was temporarily 
broken in 781 by the appointment of a relatively minor naxarar, Tacat 
AnjewacT (Tadjat Andzevatsi), driven back to the east from Byzantium 
by the antagonism of the empress Irene. The sparapet Bagrat Bagratuni 
was to die of exhaustion with the other magnates serving with the 
Armenian cavalry against the Khazars in the Caspian region of Arran 
through the unbearable heat of the summer of 784.

Other houses were still less fortunate. The Gnuni lords of Afiovit, 
driven from their domain after the death of their tanutër Vahan on the 
field of Bagrewand, implored the help of Asot Bagratuni and were 
moved by him to northwestern Tayk\ whence they may have passed
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altogether into Byzantine territory. The Amatuni lost most of their 
possessions, except Artaz in Vaspurakan, where they became a minor 
house. The last of the Kamsarakan, Nerseh, died in Arran together with 
the sparapet Bagrat Bagratuni and the isxan of Armenia, Tacat An- 
jewacl. The house of Golt‘n had vanished even earlier with the martyr
dom of its tanutër Vahan in 737. Nor do we hear any more of the Rstuni 
and Saharuni. Perhaps worst hit of the great magnates were the 
Mamikonean leaders of the rebellion of 774-775, who had lost their 
tanutêr Samuel as well as their leader Musel himself at Bagrewand. Both 
of Musel’s sons, who had taken refuge in Vaspurakan, were put to death 
by Meruzan Arcruni, who blamed their father’s revolt for the woes it 
had brought on Armenia. Of MuseTs four daughters, one, whose name 
has not even been preserved, sought safety in marriage with a newly 
come Arab freebooter named Djahhäf. Of the vast Mamikonean do
mains, nothing was left but minor branches surviving in a portion of 
Tarôn and for a time in Bagrewand. Even the Arcruni did not long enjoy 
the safety of their growing domains in Vaspurakan. The new ostikan 
appointed by the caliph Hârün al-Rashïd at his accession in 786 was at 
first welcomed by them at Duin, but he soon threw all three Arcruni 
brothers into chains. Meruzan saved himself through conversion to 
Islam, but his brothers, Hamazasp and Sahak, who refused to apostatize, 
suffered martyrs’ deaths. The brilliant building activity of the earlier 
part of the century significantly came to an abrupt stop, not to be resumed 
for a full century.

The marriage of an heiress of the great Mamikonean house with 
an unknown Arab adventurer is an indication of the profound political 
and even demographic change in the life of Greater Armenia, which 
paralleled the migration or disappearance of many of its native naxarar 
houses. Up to the time of Hârün al-Rashïd at the end of the eighth 
century, no appreciable Arab population had settled on the Armenian 
plateau, although the infiltration of the north Arabian tribe of Bakr into 
the border district of Aljnik‘, with its main city of Amida, then part of 
the Djazfra, was so massive that the names of both the region and the 
city were transformed respectively into Diyär (house, land) of Bakr and 
Diyarbakir. Listing the governors sent by Hârün al-Rashïd, the ninth- 
century Arab historian Ya‘kübî, who was familiar with Armenia since 
his grandfather had been ostikan in 775 at the time of the great rebellion 
and he had served there himself in his youth, now commented on the 
influx of Arabs into the country:



134 Nina Garsoïan

Rashid appointed Yüsuf ibn Rashid al-Sulami in place of Khuzayma 

ibn Khazim. He transplanted a mass of Nizäri to this land, and [until 

then] the Yemenites had formed a majority in Armlniya, but in the 

days of Yüsuf, the Nizäri increased in number. Then he [Härün] 

named Yazïd ibn Mazyadibn Za‘ida al-Shaybänl and he brought from 

every side so many of the Rab‘ïa that they now form a majority, and 
he controlled the land so strictly that no one dared move in it.

After him came ‘Abd-al-Kabïr ibn ‘Abd-al-Hamid . . . whose 

home was Harrän. He came with a multitude of men fromDiyär Mudär, 

stayed only four months and left. (Ter Ghewondyan, 1976, p. 31)

As the studies of the Armenian scholar Aram Ter Ghewondyan 
have now demonstrated, the ostikam of the Shaybänl house, who 
governed the Diyär-Bakr and Armlniya in almost hereditary succes
sion in this period, infiltrated the plateau on the southwestern shore of 
Lake Van, although their main migration was in the Caspian district 
of Sharwän north of the Kura River. The ostikan sent to govern the 
province of Armlniya by the Abbasids between 752 and 780 was the 
first to shift his residence in 789 to Partaw/Bardha*a on the lower Kura, 
leaving a deputy in the capital of Duin in Armenia proper, and the 
Shäybanä created a hereditary principality for themselves in 
Azerbaijan. The foundation of the city of Ganjak (modem Ganja in the 
Azerbaijani republic) in 844 helped to accelerate the Islamization of 
the eastern districts bordering on Armenian proper. The main activity 
of the other great tribe, the Sulaym, who alternated with the Shaybänl 
in the hereditary governorship of Armlniya, was more damaging to 
Armenia itself.

We do not know the exact path or date of the Arab settlements 
in Armenia, but they unquestionably benefited from the vacuum 
created by the weakening or disappearance of the naxarar houses after 
Bagrewand. The Kaysite/Kaysikk4 subgroup of the Sulaym began to 
move into Aliovit, abandoned by the Gnuni, and spread around the 
northern shore of Lake Van at X lat\ Arcës, and especially to the 
stronghold of Manazkert. Their kinsmen, the ‘Uthmanids/Ut‘manikk\ 
installed themselves at Berkri, east of the lake. The Mamikonean 
son-in-law Djahhäf seems to have been a member of the same family, 
although it is possible that he was a Kurd rather than an Arab. We 
know very little of Djahhäf s background, nor does he seem to have 
settled in a specific place, but the later Armenian historian Vardan 
Arewelc'i (Areveltsi) explicitly states that he “was planning to gain
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control of the whole land through his wife.” (ch. 41, p. 182) In pursuing 
this policy, Djahhäf fought both Asot Bagratuni for the control of 
Aliovit and the representatives of the caliphate. He briefly seized Duin, 
but according to Vardan “the citizens fell on [his son] Abdl Melik1, 
killed him, and closed the city gate” (Ibid). The Djahhäfids were 
routed, although they did not disappear at once, as Vardan claimed, 
since Djahhäf s grandson was married to a Bagratuni princess and 
raised a rebellion in the twenties of the ninth century, while another 
member of the family created troubled in Siwnik1 until his defeat by 
the local prince, and at least one more member of the family is 
recorded. The Djahhäfids were probably little more than brigands 
looting wherever the opportunity presented itself and then disappear
ing in the face of resistance. Nevertheless, Djahhäf’s son was suffi
ciently settled to have struck coins in his name, probably at Manazkert, 
since they carry the mint mark “Bahunays” from the district of 
Bahunis/Apahunik1 to which the city belonged. The establishment of 
the Kaysites around Lake Van was far more extensive and permanent.

These Arab settlements were designed primarily for defensive 
purposes to bolster the Arab frontier defensive system, the thughurs in 
their war against Byzantium. Despite Ya'kübï’s claim, the Arabs never 
formed anything like a majority of the population on the Armenian 
plateau in this period. The new emirates soon fought against each other 
and against the representatives of the caliphate. Their rulers intermarried 
with the neighboring Armenian magnates, and some converted to Chris
tianity, as did the emirs of Arzn in Aljnik1 and Balës/Bidlis on the 
borders of Tarôn, who married Bagratuni and Arcruni princesses in 
successive generations of the mid-ninth century and supported their 
Armenian kinsmen against the Muslims. Nevertheless, the emirates 
were no longer mere garrisons or governors who came and went in rapid 
succession. Their establishment in the heartland of Armenia, as well as 
on its borders, and as far north as Tiflis in Iberia, often provided an 
advance march for Muslim invasions, especially from Azerbaijan, 
which regularly used Golt‘n and Naxcawan in the valley of the Araxes 
as stages in their advance on Duin. Even more fundamentally, they 
controlled the main urban centers of Armenia: the capital of Duin as well 
as Naxcawan on the main transit road of the valley of the Araxes; the 
military stronghold of Karin in the west; %lat\ Arcês, and Berkri on the 
shore of Lake Van; Manazkert, where an Armenian mint was located, 
as well as in the capital. Thus their presence transformed and compli
cated the decentralized internal pattern of the country by the addition of
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a new and alien element that increased the difficulty of achieving a 
unified and stable political system.

The Rise of the Bagratuni

Tragic though they were, the troubled last years of the eighth century 
also proved to be a turning point in the history of medieval Armenia. 
On the international scene, Byzantium still generally remained militarily 
on the defense first half of the ninth centuiy, although tentative religious 
overtures were unsuccessfully made to Asot Msaker around 811-813. 
The establishment of a Paulician republic on the Upper Euphrates 
protected the northwestern region of Armenia from direct attack from 
the west. The creation of the Arab military frontier zones or thughurs 
based on Melitënë and Karin removed the theater of war from the center 
of Armenia, as did the residence of the ostikan of Armlniya at 
Partaw/Berdha‘a in Azerbaijan rather than at Duin in Armenia proper. 
The brilliance of the Abbasid caliphate dimmed rapidly after the great 
caliphs of the early ninth century, and the Arab emirs of Armenia 
pursued with each generation a local policy of native dynasts, which 
increasingly placed them at odds with the attempts at control of the 
ostikan sent from the Abbasid capital of Baghdad.

Internally, the guerrilla activity carried on by Asot Msaker from 
Sper began to bear fruit. He took most of Tayk‘ and Tarön from the 
Mamikonean, and his struggle with the D/ahhäfids gave him control 
of Arsarunik\ More important, his war against the Arab emir al
lowed Asot to resume the traditional Bagratid stance of loyalty 
toward the caliphate against local rebels, and so to pursue his expan
sionist policies undisturbed by the Muslim authorities. The discovery 
of silver mines in Sper not only helped to relieve the tax burden of 
the country in general, but helped Asot Msaker acquire the domains 
of the now-ruined Kamsarakan: Arsarunik* and Sirak, with the 
fortress of Ani. De facto, if not de jure, Asot was isxan of Armenia 
before the end of the eighth century, a title that was conceded to him 
officially by the caliphate in 804, according to the Armenian chron
icler Samuel of Ani, while his brother Sapuh assumed the dignity of 
sparapet. Farther north, the establishment of another branch of the 
family headed by Vasak, the uncle of Asot Msaker, in the decade 
following the battle marked the beginning of the future royal house 
of the Bagratuni of Iberia.
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The development of the two other great houses of medieval 
Armenia, the Arcruni of Vaspurakan and the princes of Siwnik4, cannot 
be traced with equal clarity. There is no doubt that the Arcruni were 
consolidating themselves in Vaspurakan through the first half of the 
ninth century, as is evident from later reports and from their domination 
of the other great houses of the area, who either disappeared altogether 
or reemerged as Arcruni vassals in the course of this period. The growing 
concern of the caliphate, and perhaps its policy of support to the 
Bagratids so as to create a counterbalancing power in Armenia, all 
likewise suggest the growing power of the Arcruni and their gradual 
control of the entire area of Vaspurakan, but the confusion of their family 
historian T4 ovma Arcruni does not permit any more precise account until 
the second half of the ninth century. The histoiy of Siwnik4 is likewise 
difficult to trace through this period. The region had always shown signs 
of autonomy and separatism in earlier times and had even succeeded in 
having its autonomy recognized by the Sasanians in the sixth century. 
Almost nothing is known concerning its history for more than a century, 
but at the beginning of the great rebellion of Bâbak against the caliphate 
in Azerbaijan (817-836), Vasak prince of Siwnik4 sought to benefit from 
this challenge to the authority of the Abbasids and gave his daughter in 
marriage to the rebel. The alliance with Bâbak was not always advanta
geous for Siwnik4, as we shall see, and after Vasak’s death in 821 his 
lands were divided between his two sons: Sahak, prince of western 
Siwnik4 or Gelakunik4 (Geghakunik), with the famous religious and 
intellectual center of Makenoc4 (Makenots) Vank4, and P4ilippos, prince 
of eastern Siwnik4 or Vayoc4 Jor (Vayots Dzor) (modem Eghegnadzor), 
southeast of Lake Sevan, where the local dynasts were to erect the still 
more distinguished monastic center of Tat'ew (Tatev), The internal 
quarrels of the princes delayed the development of Siwnik4, but here 
too, the seeds of a major non-Bagratid principality had been sown early 
in the ninth century.

The revival of Armenia did not, however, proceed smoothly or 
unchecked. In the west, the caliphate, alarmed by the accumulation of 
power in the hands of Asot Msaker, made the most of his death in 826 
to divide the Bagratuni dignities and lands between two of his sons. The 
eldest, Bagarat, held the southern territories of Tarôn and Sasun with 
the new prestigious title of isxanac‘ isxan “Prince of Princes” (ca. 
826-851). His youngest brother Smbat, usually known as Xostovanoi 
(Khostovanogh), “the Confessor,” who had been a hostage at the 
Abbasid court, received his uncle Sapuh’s office of sparapet and kept
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the northern Bagratuni domains of Sper and Tayk\ The quarrels of the 
two brothers intensified this division. To the east, the great revolt of 
Babak in Azerbaijan during the first part of the ninth century distracted 
most of the attention and forces of the caliph for two decades and 
allowed considerable freedom of action to the Armenian naxarars. In 
the acid words of the Arab historian al-Balädhuri:

[Harun al-Rashid’s ostikan] ... introduced the system by which Dabil 

[Duin] and an-Nashawa [Naxcawan] paid land tax according to the 

area, not the produce. The Armenian patricians did not cease to hold 
their lands as usual, each trying to protect his own region; and 

whenever an 'âmil [tax collector] would come to the frontier they 

would coax him; and if they found in him purity and severity, as well 
as force and equipment, they would give the kharâj and render 

submission, otherwise they would deem him weak and look down 

upon him. (al-Balädhuri, II, p. 330)

But this freedom increased neither their unity nor the peace of 
Armenia. In Siwnik', Babak’s marriage to the daughter of Vasak had 
allowed him to establish himself in the districts of Arcax (Artsakh) 
and Balasakan in 824, which he controlled for twelve years, until the 
end of his career. But the rebellion of the local dynasts against the 
overlordship of Bäbak led only to his devastation of Gelakunik' and 
Balasakan. In the central provinces, the continuing success of Bäbak 
against the caliphate encouraged a challenge to the authority of the 
contemporary Shaybäni ostikan. Joining together in one of the local 
alliances between the Christian naxarars and Muslim emirs that was 
to characterize the history of medieval Armenia, Sahak, prince of 
western Siwnik', the Djahhäfid emir and the usually cautious sparapet 
Smbat, abandoning on this occasion the loyalist tradition of the 
Bagratuni house toward the caliphate, disregarded the conciliatory 
intervention of thekat'olikos Dawit' II and defied the ostikan in 831/2, 
according to the Armenian historian Yovhannës “the Kat'olikos.” 
(Yovhannës Drasxanakertc'i, xxv, p. 117). Unfortunately for the reb
els, the Prince of Princes Bagarat held aloof with the forces of the 
south, and the ostikan, taking the initiative of the attack, routed them 
in a bloody battle on the Hrazdan River north of Duin. Sahak of 
Siwnik' was killed, and his domain passed to his son Grigor Sup'an I. 
The Djahhäfid emir fled to Siwnik' to bring more trouble on the region, 
and Smbat sparapet took refuge in his northern domains. The



disturbances related to the insurrection of Bâbak continued until 836, 
when the major campaign mounted by Afshin, appointed by the caliph, 
finally succeeded in detaching the princes of Albania, Siwnik4, and 
Arcax from Bâbak by promises of autonomy and tax remission, and 
thus obtained the betrayal and capture of the rebel in 837.

Religious quarrels added to the internal dissensions and opposed 
Bagarat Bagratuni to his brother Smbat sparapet, thus dividing Armenia 
between northern and southern parties. The election of the new 
kat‘olikos Yovhannës of Ovayk\ in 833 provoked denunciations against 
him to the Prince of Princes Bagarat Bagratuni, who after some years 
had him deposed and relegated to the monastery of Ayrivank4. He 
simultaneously informed the Armenian bishops of the necessity to elect 
a new primate. Fortunately for Yovhannës of Ovayk\ he found a 
champion in the sparapet Smbat and the northern magnates, who called 
together a synod that restored the kat‘olikos to his throne, which he 
occupied until 855 in spite of the opposition to Bagarat Bagratuni and 
his southern supporters, among whom we find his nephew Asot Arcruni. 
The patriarchate of Yovhannës of Ovayk4 was also marked by a resur
gence of heresy in the district of T'ondrak, south of Manazkert, which 
gave the heretics their name. The historian Asolik mistakenly attributed 
the appearance of the first T‘ondrakec‘i (Tondraketsi)leader to the time 
of the later kaPoïikos Yovhannës the Historian, but his near contempo
rary, the learned prince Grigor Magistros, correctly observed that

Thi s accursed one appeared in the days of the Lord John and of Smbat

Bagratuni. (Garsoïan, 1967, p. 140)

which must be a reference to the alliance of the kat'otikos Yovhannës 
of Ovayk4 and Smbat sparapet This doctrine of the heretics has been 
hotly disputed, although it bore manifest resemblances to that of the 
earlier Paulicians condemned by the kat'olikos Yovhannës Ojnec'i. 
Consequently, the appearance of the T‘ondrakec4i in this period in 
Armenia may well have been caused by the eastward flight of Byzan
tine Paulicians, whose rigid iconoclasm subjected them to persecution 
within the empire after the victory of the opposed iconodule doctrine 
at the Council of Orthodoxy held in 843. It has also been suggested 
that the T4ondrakec4i had been influenced by the social theories of the 
followers of Bâbak, although this thesis of social unrest among the 
lower classes of society cannot be demonstrated, since the heretical 
doctrine eventually reached into the ruling class of the magnates as
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well as the hierarchy of the church, whose peace the heretics were to 
disturb for centuries to come.

A last attempt to reestablish full control over Armenia was made 
by the Abbasids after their final crushing of Bäbak’s revolt, and the 
attention given by all Arab historians to the Armenian rebellion of 850 
to 855 reflects the alarm of the caliphate. The new caliph, al-Mutawakkil 
(847-861), sent a new ostikan to collect the Armenian tribute in 850. 
The Prince of Princes Bagarat sent an embassy bearing gifts and the 
tribute to meet him at the border, but would not allow him or the tax 
collectors to cross into Armenia or move freely within the country. The 
ostikan withdrew, though he left two deputies to put down the southern 
alliance of Bagarat and Asot Arcruni of Vaspurakan, who had risen with 
their supporters and scattered the Muslim forces. The ostikan’s son and 
successor was only partially successful. He attacked Asot Arcruni from 
the direction of Azerbaijan but failed to capture him. However, he 
succeeded in seizing Bagarat Bagratuni through treachery and sent him 
off in 851 to the new Abbasid capital of Sämarrä before falling himself 
in the struggle to overcome the Armenian mountaineers in the southern 
districts of Xoyt* (Khoyt) and Sasun.

Deciding to crush the rebellion once and for all, the caliph al- 
Mutawakkil then sent a formidable army, to whose leaders he had 
promised hereditary holdings in Armenia, under the command of the 
Turkish general Bughä al-Kabir “the Elder.” Bughä began his advance 
by moving from the borderland of the Diyär-Bakr against the southern 
magnates and began the conquest of the country piecemeal. The division 
of Armenia into the southern and northern groups of magnates, the 
absence of its two leaders with the captivity of Bagarat and the refusal 
of Smbat sparapet to join the rebels, facilitated his task. According to 
the historian T ‘ovma Arcruni, the

Taciks [Muslims] of Armenia who dwelt in various regions of the

land and guided Bugha on his way in and out of the country. (Thomas
Artsruni, EL ii, p. 198)

Coming to %lat‘ on Lake Van, Bugha divided his army in two. Half went 
to devastate the districts south of the lake. He himself, accompanied by 
the sparapet Smbat, the official native ruler of Armenia during his 
brother’s absence, moved to Vaspurakan, where he forced the capitula
tion of Asot Arcruni and sent him, with his son Grigor-Derenik, as well 
as other naxarars from Vaspurakan to join Bagarat in captivity at
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Sämarrä. Asot’s brother Gurgen continued the guerrilla war in Vas
purakan, and even defeated the Arabs with the help of the local nobles 
at the “Bloody Lake” (Arean lic/Arian lij). But he too was soon captured 
and sent to Sämarrä, while Vaspurakan was ravaged and a multitude of 
prisoners sold into slavery. Having completed the conquest of the south, 
Bughä now moved to Duin and attacked the northern magnates, who 
were faced with the choice of apostasy or annihilation. In the spring of 
853 Bughä attacked Siwnik4, penetrated into western Iberia, where he 
defeated and killed the local Muslim emir and burned the city of Tiflis, 
and overran Caucasian Albania. The entire province of Arminiya was 
now overcome and ravaged until Bughä’s triumphant return to Sämarrä, 
bringing a multitude of captive naxarars, among them the sparapet 
Smbat whose neutrality or continuous loyalty to the Muslim authorities

The condition of Armenia after the devastating expeditions of 
Bughä was once more tragic. The Arab emirs profited from the captivity 
of the Armenian princes to expand their own possessions. The captives 
at Sämarrä, who included almost all the Armenian magnates—the Prince 
of Princes Bagarat Bagratuni with his two sons; Smbat sparapet; Asot 
Arcruni with his brother Gurgen and his son Grigor-Derenik; the princes 
of eastern and western Siwnik4; Grigor Mamikonean, prince of 
Bagrewand, as well as the lords of numerous minor houses—given once 
again the choice between conversion to Islam or death, agreed to at least 
a nominal apostasy and eventually made their way home in disgrace 
after the death of al-Mutawakkil in 861. Only Smbat sparapet “the 
Confessor” refused to compromise his faith, despite his ambiguous 
political stance, and died in captivity at Sämarrä after 862.

Outwardly, then, the situation of 855 seemingly resembled the one 
that had followed the earlier Armenian defeat at Bagrewand, but neither 
the international nor the internal conditions were the same. The resur
gence of Byzantium under the warlike reign of the Armenian emperor 
Basil I “the Macedonian” (867-886) threatened the rapidly decaying 
Abbasids in the second half of the ninth century. Al-MutawakkiTs brutal 
repression had been a last effort. The return to an international balance 
of power created a favorable climate for the return of Armenian inde
pendence, which now developed unchecked. In Vaspurakan, another 
Arcruni, Gurgen, prince of Mardastan, continued the guerrilla war 
against the Arabs and maintained himself in the Arcruni's domain in a 
series of actions now clearly recorded by the Arcruni house historian 
T‘ovma but that also formed the core of the national epic of Dawit* of
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Sasun. Similarly, in the north Asot Bagratuni, the son of the captive 
Smbat “the Confessor,” returned to the policy of his grandfather Asot 
Msaker and harried the Arabs with increasing success from his refuge 
in Tayk‘. The reconstitution of the principalities of the Arcruni and 
Bagratuni was already on the way, and another crucial, if intangible, 
element had been added to the growing fortune of the Bagratuni. 
Through the martyr’s death of the earlier Smbat sparapet on the field of 
Bagrewand and the steadfastness of his grandson and namesake the 
sparapet, Smbat “the Confessor” at Sämarrä, in the face of Muslim 
pressure and the concessions of the other magnates, the Bagratuni now 
finally achieved the spiritual prestige that the death of St. Vardan at 
Awarayr had so long conferred on the Mamikonean.
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Armenian Genocide Resources at Internet Archive, in 7 pdf pages. This file is a clickable index for some of Internet
Archive's resources about the Armenian Genocide (1915-1923). Additionally, the document contains links to relevant
materials at Wikipedia, and maps (as attachments).


Armenian Dictionaries and Grammars at Internet Archive, in 9 pdf pages. This is a clickable index for some of Internet
Archive's Armenian resources, and also includes some Georgian and Kurdish material.


Learning Western Armenian at Internet Archive, in 7 pdf pages. This file contains clickable links to resources at
Internet Archive for learning to read, write, and speak Western Armenian. The guide is intended for speakers of
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Available using both the Armenian alphabet and Romanization, this course [Classical Armenian Online] was prepared
by John A. C. Greppin, Todd B. Krause, and Jonathan Slocum. Material from Armenian historical sources is used in
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Grabar-English dictionary, all available at Internet Archive. Pdf and HTML formats available.


Gems from the Bible Series
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Toumanoff, W. E. D. Allen and others. Graphics in zipped HTML file.


Armenia: A Historical Atlas, by Robert H. Hewsen(Chicago, 2001). A Wikipedia entry describes the life and
achievements of Robert Hewsen, an extraordinary American historian and cartographer. His magnum opus is the Atlas.
Internet Archive has the entire Atlas, divided into parts. The document referenced here is a page of clickable links to
those parts, and is available in pdf and HTML formats. Note: the HTML version here is ideal for viewing the maps
online.


A Manual of Ancient Geography (London, 1881) by the great cartographer Heinrich Kiepert, G. A. Macmillan,
translator in 335 searchable and bookmarked pdf pages. Attached to the document is a selection of Kiepert's beautiful
maps from Atlas Antiquus (Berlin, 1869).


Chronological Tables


Ancient and Medieval Chronological Tables. This is a pdf page with clickable links to tables of importance for ancient
and medieval history (ancient times through the 15th century A.D.) at Internet Archive. The tables also appear as
attachments to the pdf document. The index is available in pdf and HTML formats.


Armenian Chronological Tables. This is a pdf page with clickable links to tables of importance for Armenian history
(ancient times through the 15th century A.D.) at Internet Archive. The tables also appear as attachments to the pdf
document. Categories: Rulers of Armenia and of Western and Eastern Empires; Rulers of Armenia and Iberia/Georgia;
Kat'oghikoi and Corresponding Secular Rulers of the Armenians; Arab Governors (Ostikans) of Arminiya, 8th Century;
Medieval Rulers of Antioch, Cyprus, and Jerusalem; and Rulers of the Mongol Empires. The index is available in pdf
and HTML formats (armchrons.html).


Chronological Tables ca. 1500 B.C. to ca. 1500 A.D. Accurate chronological tables based on chronologies from the
Cambridge Ancient History, Cambridge History of Iran, Cambridge Medieval History, and other reliable sources.
Chronologies cover the period ca. 1500 B.C. to 1500 A.D. and include Western Empires (Hellenistic, Roman,
Byzantine (to 1453)); Eastern Empires (Iranian, Arab, Saljuq, Mongol, Timurid, Ottoman (to 1481)); Rulers of
Armenia and Georgia; Arab Governors (ostikans) of Armenia; Medieval Rulers of Antioch, Cyprus, and Jerusalem;
Heads of the Syrian, Armenian, Nestorian, and Roman Catholic Churches to ca. 1500; Rulers of the Mongol Empires;
as well as tables to accompany Eusebius' Chronicle (Rulers of Egypt (partial), Assyria, Babylonia, Israel, Judah,
Palestine, Judea, Galilee, and Ituraea). Zipped HTML files.


Armenian Writers (5th-13th Centuries), is an HTML application which displays lists of the major Armenian authors,
heads of the Church, and corresponding secular rulers of the Armenians, in adjacent scrollable frames. Information
about the writers includes their major works, and biographies. This material is based on a course entitled History of
Armenian Literature taught by Professor Krikor H. Maksoudian at Columbia University in Autumn-Spring of 1972-
1973, and compiled by his student, Robert Bedrosian, from class notes, handouts, and other sources.
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Art History


Books and articles about Armenian art, at Internet Archive.


Ancient Arts of Western Asia and Northeastern Africa: Images and Texts, in 10 searchable pdf pages. This file has
clickable links to resources at Google Images, Wikipedia, Internet Archive, The Ancient World Online (AWOL),
Encyclopaedia Iranica, Sacred-Texts, and the Heilbrunn Timeline of Art History, at New York's Metropolitan Museum
of Art. Categories include Mesopotamia, Western Iran, Asia Minor and the Caucasus, the Levant, Northeastern Africa,
and Classical Art (Greece and Rome).


Ancient Arts of Eastern and Southern Asia: Images and Texts, in 11 searchable pdf pages. This file has clickable links
to resources at Google Images, Wikipedia, Internet Archive, Encyclopedia of East Asian Art, The Ancient World
Online (AWOL), Sacred-Texts, and the Heilbrunn Timeline of Art History, at New York's Metropolitan Museum of Art.
Categories include China, Korea, Japan, India, and Southeast Asia.


Ancient and Medieval Gardens, in 961 searchable and bookmarked pdf pages, with a section of Armeniaca. This file
includes clickable links to resources at Internet Archive, Wikipedia, Encyclopaedia Iranica, Dumbarton Oaks, The
Ancient World Online (AWOL), Sacred-Texts, Google, Google Images, Bard University, and other sites. Topics
include: Gardening in antiquity and the Middle Ages, Fragrance/Perfume/Incense, Herbology, Folklore and Mythology.


Miscellaneous Armenian-Language Books of the 19th and Early 20th Centuries at Internet Archive. This is a clickable
index for some of Internet Archive's Armenian-language resources. These books were selected for their illustrations,
charts, tables, topics, and/or antiquarian interest. Though mostly unrelated to Armenian studies, they are examples of
the breadth and fineness of some popular Armenian printed works.
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*


A History of Armenian Literature from the 5th to the 19th Centuries, by Srbouhi Hairapetian (Los Angeles, 1995), in
648 searchable and bookmarked pdf pages, translated into English by multiple translators, and edited by Barlow Der
Mugrdechian and Yervant Kotchounian. This is a translation of the author's outstanding Armenian original (1986), and
is the best general work on the subject in English. Contents: I. Literature of the Ancient Period (Beginning to 10th
Century); II. Medieval Literature (10th to 17th Centuries); and III. Literature of Restoration (17th through 18th
Centuries).


Bibliographia Caucasica et Transcaucasica, volumes 1 and 2 (St. Petersburg, 1874-1876) compiled by M. Miansarof.
Invaluable, extensive bibliographical information about the Caucasus and Transcaucasus. Preface and tables of contents
in French and Russian. Categories include: Natural history, ethnography, peoples, expeditions, antiquities and
inscriptions, numismatics, history, religion, ecclesiastical literature. 873 pdf pages.


Հայկական մատենագիտութիւն Haykakan matenagitut'iwn (Venice, 1883) by Armenak Salmaslian.
Bibliography of Armenological works and Armenian-language literary works published from 1565 through 1883. 761
pdf pages.


Armenische Grammatik (Leipzig, 1897) by the German philologist Heinrich Hubschmann (1848-1908). An
encyclopedic German-language study of the probable origin of numerous Armenian words listing, in dictionary
fashion, Persian, Syriac, and Greek loanwords, followed by native Armenian vocabulary. 611 pdf pages.


Armenian translation by Jacobus Dashian/Yakovbos Tashean of predecessor works by Hubschmann and C.
Brockelmann: Ուսումնասիրութիւնք հայերէնի փոխառեալ բարից Usumnasirut'iwnk'
hayere'ni p'oxar'eal barits' [Studies of Armenian Loanwords] (Vienna, 1894), in 233 pdf pages. 1. H.
Hubschmann, Semitic; 2. C. Brockelmann, Greek; 3. H. Hubschmann, Native Armenian. Azgayin
matenadaran series, volume 15.


Die Umschreibung der iranischen Sprachen und des Armenischen, by Heinrich Hubschmann (Leipzig, 1882), in 54 pdf
pages.


Armenische Studien, by Heinrich Hubschmann (Leipzig, 1883), in 116 pdf pages.


Persische Studien, by Heinrich Hubschmann (Strassburg, 1895), in 315 pdf pages.


Untersuchungen zur Geschichte von Eran, by Joseph Marquart, in two volumes: volume 1 (Gottingen, 1895), in 792
pdf pages; volume 2 (Gottingen, 1905), in 260 pdf pages.


Chronologische Untersuchungen, by Joseph Marquart (Leipzig, 1899), in 87 pdf pages.


Osteuropäische und ostasiatische Streifzüge, Ethnologische und historisch-topographische Studien zur Geschichte des
9. und 10. Jahrhunderts, ca. 840-940, by Joseph Marquart (Leipzig, 1903), in 624 pdf pages.


Armenische Studien, by Paul de Lagarde (Gottingen, 1877), in 190 pdf pages.


Gesammelte Abhandlungen, by Paul de Lagarde (Leipzig, 1866), in 302 pdf pages.


Materialien zur älteren Geschichte Armeniens und Mesopotamiens, by Ferdinand Friedrich Carl Lehmann-Haupt and
Max von Berchem (Berlin, 1907), in 226 pdf pages.


Armenien, einst und jetzt, by Ferdinand Friedrich Carl Lehmann-Haupt, volumes 1 and 2 (Berlin, 1910-1931), in 568
pdf pages.


Iranisches Namenbuch (Marburg, 1895), by the Iranist Ferdinand Justi (1837-1907). This study, perhaps Justi's finest
work, contains some 4,500 names and 9,500 different individuals mentioned in Iranian-language sources (Avestan,
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Middle and New Persian, etc.) from the oldest Avestan texts up to Justi's day. It also lists names recorded since the 9th-
century B.C. in the literary, epigraphical, numismatic, and other traditions of peoples that Iranians came into contact
with or which mention Iranian names (including in languages such as Assyrian, Hebrew, Greek, Syriac, Armenian,
Georgian). The entries provide extensive documentation, transforming this work into an historical onomasticon. Justi's
meticulous scholarship makes his writings invaluable more than 100 years after his death. 571 pdf pages.


Eranshahr nach der Geographie des Ps. Moses Xoranac'i (Berlin, 1901), by Joseph Marquart/Markwart [Iran according
to the Geography of Pseudo-Moses Xoranac'i]. Classical Armenian text, German translation and commentary about the
districts of Iran in the famous Geography [Ashkharats'oyts'], a 7th century work by the Armenian polymath Anania of
Shirak (610-685). In Marquart's day this work was attributed to the historian Moses of Xoren. However, the reassigned
authorship in no way compromises its information or Marquart's study. An invaluable work for Iranian, and Armenian
studies, as well as for the study of Asian geography.


Die altarmenischen Ortsnamen by Heinrich Hubschmann (Strasbourg, 1904). This is a listing and morphological
analysis of Old Armenian toponyms and is invaluable for studying the historical geography and civilizations of the
Armenian Highlands.


Armenian translation of the above: Հին հայոց տեղւոյ աննունները Hin hayots' teghwoy
annunnere" [Ancient Armenian Place Names] (Vienna, 1907), by Heinrich Hubschmann.


The Historical Geography of Asia Minor (London, 1890; reprinted numerous times), by the distinguished archaeologist
and New Testament scholar W. M. Ramsay (1851-1939), in 538 pdf pages.


J. Saint-Martin, Mémoires historiques et géographiques sur l'Arménie (Paris, 1818-1819), in two volumes: 
volume 1, in 474 pdf pages. 
volume 2, in 536 pdf pages.


Neilson C. Debevoise, A Political History of Parthia (Chicago, 1938), in 348 bookmarked and searchable pdf pages.
The dynasty of the Arsacids or Parthians ruled Iran/Persia and neighbors from about 247 B.C. to 224 A.D. Contents: 1.
The Growth of Parthia; 2. Early Foreign Relations; 3. The Indo-Iranian Frontier; 4. Drums of Carrhae; 5. The Struggle
in Syria; 6. Antony and Armenia; 7. The Contest for the Euphrates; 8. The Campaign of Corbulo; 9. Parthia in
Commerce and Literature; 10. Trajan in Armenia and Mesopotamia; 11. The Downfall of the Parthian Empire; Rulers:
Parthian, Seleucid, Roman Emperors; Map.


V. Chapot, La frontière de l'Euphrate de Pompée à la conquête arabe (Paris, 1907). A detailed study of the historical
geography and ethnography of western historical Armenia from Roman times through the 7th century A.D.


Armenian translation of the above: Եփրատի սահմանագլուխը Պոմբէոսի ժամանակէն
մինչեւ Արաբացւոց աշխարհակալութիւնը Ep'rati sahmanagluxe" Pombe'osi zhamanake'n
minch'ew Arabats'wots' ashxarhakalut'iwne" [The Euphratean Frontier from the Time of Pompey until the
Arab Conquest], by V. Chapot, translated by Y. Tashean (Vienna, 1960), in 802 pdf pages. Azgayin
matenadaran series, volume 189.


Karl Güterbock, Römisch-Armenien und die Römischen Satrapieen im vierten bis sechsten Jahrhundert (Königsberg,
1900).


Armenian translation of the above, Karl Güterbock's Հռովմէական հայաստան եւ
հռովմէական սատրապութիւնները դ-զ դարերուն Hr'ovme'akan hayastan ew hr'ovme'akan
satraput'iwnnere" d-z darerun [Byzantine Armenia and the Byzantine Satrapies in the 4th-6th centuries]
(Vienna, 1914). Azgayin matenadaran series, volume 74.


Pascal Asdourian, Die politischen Beziehungen zwischen Armenien und Rom (Venice, 1911).


Hakob Manandyan, Տիգրան Բ և Հռոմը Tigran B ev Hr'ome" [Tigran II and Rome] (Erevan, 1977), in 208 pdf
pages. This work was published originally in 1940. The scan was made from Manandyan's Erker A [Works I] (Erevan,
1977) pp. 407-607.
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Karl Güterbock, Byzanz und Persien in ihren diplomatisch-völkerrechtlichen beziehungen im zeitalter Justinians
(Berlin, 1906).


Armenian translation of the above, Karl Güterbock's Բիւզանդիոն եւ Պարսկաստան եւ անոնց
դիւանագիտական եւ ազգային-իրաւական յարաբերութիւնները Biwzandion ew
Parskastan ew anonts' diwanagitakan ew azgayin-irawakan yaraberut'iwnnere" Yustinianu zhamanak
[Byzantium and Persia and Their Diplomatic and National-Juridical Relations in the Time of Justinian]
(Vienna, 1911). Azgayin matenadaran series, volume 62. Unfortunately, the title page is mangled, and
pages 68-69 are missing.


W. Tomaschek, Sasun und das Quellengebiet des Tigris (Wien, 1896), in 47 pdf pages.


Armenian translation of the above, W. Tomaschek's Սասուն եւ Տիգրիսի աղբերաց
սահմանները Sasun ew Tigrisi aghberats' sahmannere" [Sasun and the Sources of the Tigris] (Vienna,
1896). Azgayin matenadaran series, volume 21.


Theodor Nöldeke, Aufsätze zur persischen Geschichte (Leipzig, 1887).


Armenian translation of the above, Theodor Nöldeke's Պատմութիւն Սասանեան տէրութեան
Patmut'iwn Sasanean te'rut'ean [History of the Sasanian Empire] (Vagharshapat, 1896).


K. Patkanov/Patkanian, Essai d'une histoire de la dynastie des Sassanides, d'àpres les renseignements fournis par les
historiens arméniens, in 149 pdf pages. This valuable monograph, which appeared in Journal Asiatique ser. VI, vol. VII
(1866) pp. 101-238, translates and examines passages from Classical Armenian historical sources of the 5-13th
centuries for information on the dynasty of the Sasanians/Sassanians in Persia/Iran (A.D. 224-651). Historians include:
Agat'angeghos, P'awstos Buzand, Koriwn, Ghazar P'arpets'i, Eghishe, Sebeos, Ghewond, Zenob Glak, Moses of
Khoren, John Mamikonean, John Kat'oghikos, T'ovma Artsruni, Step'annos Asoghik, Movses Dasxurantsi, Samuel of
Ani, Mxit'ar of Ayrivank', Vardan Arewelts'i, Kirakos of Ganjak, and Step'annos Orbelean. The monograph was
subsequently published as a separate book. The article is a French translation done by E. Prud'homme of K. Patkanian's
Russian work.


H. Gelzer, Die Genesis der byzantinischen Themenverfassung (Leipzig, 1899).


Armenian translation of the above, H. Gelzer's Սկզբնաւորութիւնք բիւզանդեան
բանակաթեմերու դրութեան Skzbnaworut'iwnk' biwzandean banakat'emeru drut'ean [Beginnings
of the Byzantine Military Theme System] (Vienna, 1903). Azgayin matenadaran series, volume 44.


H. Gelzer, Համառօտութիւն Բիւզանդական կայսրների պատմութեան Hamar'o'tut'iwn Biwzandakan
kaysrneri patmut'ean [Concise History of the Byzantine Emperors] (Vagharshapat, 1901), in 526 pdf pages.


H. Gelzer, Համառօտ Պատմութիւն Հայոց Hamar'o't Patmut'iwn Hayots' [Concise History of the Armenians],
translated into Armenian by G. Gale'mk'earean (Vienna, 1897), in 146 pdf pages. The book includes two appendices by
Gale'mk'earean: 1. List of Books Published about the Massacres of the Armenians of 1895-1897; and 2. List of the
Kat'oghikoi and Patriarchs of the Armenians. Azgayin matenadaran series, volume 25.


Material on the Armenian naxarar (lordly) families is available on another page of this site: Armenian Noble Houses.


Joseph Marquart/Markwart, Die armenischen Markgrafen (bdeashxk') Exkurs I from Eranshahr nach der Geographie
des Ps. Moses Xoranac'i (Berlin, 1901), pp. 165-179.


Armenian translation of the above, Joseph Marquart/Markwart's Հայ բդեաշխք Hay bdeashxk' [The
Armenian Border Lords] (Vienna, 1903). Azgayin matenadaran series, volume 43.


Louis Vivien de Saint-Martin, Recherches sur les populations primitives et les plus anciennes traditions du Caucase
(Paris, 1847), 220 pdf pages.
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Simon Weber, Ararat in der Bibel, from Theol. Quartalschrift, LXXXIII. Jahrg., 1901, III. Quartalheft, p. 321-374.


Armenian translation of the above, Simon Weber's Արարատը սուրբ գրոց մէջ Ararate" surb grots'
me'j [Ararat in the Bible] (Vienna, 1901). Azgayin matenadaran series, volume 39.


Vahan Inglizean, Հայաստան Սուրբ Գրքի մէջ Hayastan Surb Grk'i me'j [Armenia in the Bible] (Vienna, 1947),
in 286 pdf pages. Azgayin matenadaran series, volume 152.


Maximillian Streck, Armenien, Kurdistân und Westpersien, nach den babylonisch-assyrischen keilinschriften (Munich,
1898).


Armenian translation of the above, Maximillian Streck's Հայաստան քրդաստան եւ
արեւմտեան պարսկաստան բաբելական-ասորեստանեայ սեպհագրերու
համեմատն Hayastan k'rdastan ew arewmtean parskastan babelakan-asorestaneay sephagreru
hamematn [Armenia, Kurdistan, and Western Persia according to Babylonian-Assyrian Inscriptions]
(Vienna, 1904). Azgayin matenadaran series, volume 50.


Yushardzan/Huschardzan: Festschrift aus Anlass des 100jährigen Bestandes der Mechitharisten-Kongregation in Wien
(1811-1911) und des 25 Jahrganges der philologischen Monatsschrift "Handes amsorya" (1887-1911), in 470 pdf
pages. This volume (Vienna, 1911) contains articles in German and Armenian on topics including history, linguistics,
ethnography, philology, and mythology by some of the most prominent Armenists of the 19th-early 20th centuries.


Some Works on Armenian Linguistics, and related topics.


Armenian Toponyms by Nina G. Garsoian. Tables of the provinces, cities, towns, villages, mountains, plains, rivers,
lakes, and seas in historical Armenian states and areas of Armenian settlement in Asia Minor including map and
literary references, prepared by Nina G. Garsoian as an accompaniment (Appendix V "Toponymy", pp. 137*-246*) to
her 1970 translation of N. Adontz's study Armenia in the Period of Justinian (1908). Tables provide (where available)
Classical Armenian, Greek, Latin, and modern designations. Included is Garsoian's updated Bibliography (pp.
247*-303*) for this important work of Adontz on the lords (naxarars) of Ancient Armenia. Despite some omissions,
this is an invaluable tool for the study of historical Armenia. Searchable pdf.


Nicholas Adontz


Historico-Geographical Survey of Western Armenia by Nicholas Adontz. These sections from Nicholas
Adontz's celebrated work Armenia in the Period of Justinian (1908) treat the historical geography of parts
of Western Armenia. English translation, updated notes and bibliography, and new appendices by Nina G.
Garsoian (1970). Included are Chapters 2-4 (pages 25-74), their Footnotes (pages 386-399), Appendix V
"Toponymy" (pages 137*-246*), and full Bibliography (pages 247*-303*). In these chapters Adontz
describes: 1. The "satrapies" of Asthianene and Balabitene, Sophene, Anzitene-Tsovk', Xarberd,
Ashmushat, Anzita; 2. Armenia Interior: Xordzayn, Paghnatun, Mzur, Daranaghik', Kemah/Ekegheats',
Erzincan, Derjan, Managhik, Karin, Saghagom, Aghiwn-Analibna, Tzanika; 3. Lesser Armenia/Armenia
Minor: districts of Orbalisene, Aitulane, Hairetike, Orsene, Orbisene, and their chief cities.


The Origin of the Naxarar System. These sections from Nicholas Adontz's Armenia in the Period of
Justinian (1908) treat the history of the lordly (naxarar) system on the Armenian Highlands. English
translation, updated notes and bibliography, and new appendices by Nina G. Garsoian (1970). Included are
Chapters 9-15 (pages 165-372), their Footnotes (pages 433-529), Appendices I-V (pages 1*-246*), and full
Bibliography (247*-303*). Eastern Armenia: Chapter 9, Armenia—the Marzpanate; Chapter 10, A
Quantitative Analysis of the Naxarardoms; Chapter 11, Territorial Analysis of the Naxarar System;
Chapter 12, The Naxarar System and the Church. The Origin of the Naxarar System: Chapter 13,
Preliminary Excursus; Chapter 14, The Tribal Bases of the Naxarar System; Chapter 15, The Feudal Bases
of the Naxarar System. 
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The Reform of Justinian in Armenia. These sections from Nicholas Adontz's Armenia in the Period of
Justinian (1908) describe the substance, intent, and effects of the reforms of the Byzantine emperor
Justinian (A.D. 527-565) in Armenia. English translation, updated notes and bibliography, and new
appendices by Nina G. Garsoian (1970). Included are the Introduction (pages 1-6), Chapter 1 (pages 7-24
), Chapters 5-8 (pages 75-164), their Footnotes, Appendices I-V (pages 1*-246*), and full Bibliography
(247*-303*). Chapter 1, The Political Division of Armenia; Chapter 5, Administration: Western Armenia
before Justinian; Chapter 6, The Reform of Justinian in Armenia; Chapter 7, The Civilian Reorganization
of Armenia; Chapter 8, The Significance of Justinian's Reform in Armenia.
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Cyril Toumanoff


Studies in Christian Caucasian History (Georgetown, 1963):


Searchable pdf files


I. The Social Background of Christian Caucasia 
 II. States and Dynasties of Caucasia in the Formative Centuries 


 III. The Orontids of Armenia 
 IV. Iberia [Georgia] between Chosroid and Bagratid Rule 


 V. The Armeno-Georgian Marchlands


Ghukas Inchichian


Հնախոսութիւն աշխարհագրական Հայաստանեայց աշխարհի Hnaxosut'iwn
ashxarhagrakan Hayastaneayts' ashxarhi [Antiquities of Armenian Geography] (Venice, 1835): 
vol. 1; 
vol. 2; 
vol. 3.


Ստորագրութիւն հին Հայաստանեայց Storagrut'iwn hin Hayastaneayts' [Description of
Ancient Armenia] (Venice, 1822).


Garegin Zarbhanalean


Հայկական հին դպրութեան պատմութիւն Haykakan hin dprut'ean patmut'iwn [History of
Ancient Armenian Literature] (Venice, 1897). This classic study describes works of Armenian literature
from the 4th through the 13th centuries. 1011 pdf pages.


Մատենադարան հայկական թարգմանութեանց նախնեաց (դար դ-ժգ) Matenadaran
haykakan t'argmanut'eants' naxneats' (dar d-zhg) [Catalog of Ancient Armenian Translations (4-13th
centuries)] (Venice, 1889) describes works of foreign literature that were translated into Armenian through
the 13th century. 827 pdf pages.


E. Ter-Minassiantz


Die Beziehungen der armenischen Kirche zu den syrischen bis zum Ende des 6. Jahr-hunderts (Leipzig,
1904).


Armenian translation of the above, Eruand Ter-Minaseants' Հայոց եկեղեցու
յարաբերութիւնները Ասորւոց եկեղեցիների հետ Hayots' ekeghets'u yaraberut'iwnnere"
Asorwots' ekeghets'ineri het [The Relations of the Armenian Church with Syrian Churches] (Ejmiatsin,
1908).
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Levon (Ghewond) Alishan


Հին հաւատք կամ հեթանոսական կրօնք Հայոց Hin hawatk' kam het'anosakan kro'nk'
Hayots' [The Ancient Faith or Pagan Religion of the Armenians]. Written by the renowned 19th century
polymath Levon (Ghewond) Alishan, this work has been highly praised and extensively used by
mythologists and folklorists since its publication (Venice, 1910). Earlier, it had been serialized from 1895
in the journal Hande's Amso'reay. Topics include: nature worship, worship of celestial bodies, animal
worship, monsters, spirits, mythological heroes, pagan gods, magic, charms/divination, the next world, and
cult objects. A major source for the folk beliefs, customs, myths, and history of the Armenian Highlands.
556 pdf pages.


Հայաստան յառաջ քան զլինելն Հայաստան Hayastan yar'aj k'an zlineln Hayastan [Armenia
Before Becoming Armenia], by Levon (Ghewond) Alishan, (Venice, 1904). Alishan's remarkable ideas
about the prehistory of the Armenian Highlands, mostly based on the Old Testament and Armenian
legends. 291 pdf pages.


Հայբուսակ Haybusak [Armenian Botany], by Levon (Ghewond) Alishan (Venice, 1895), in 697 pdf
pages. An invaluable encyclopedic work on the flora of the Armenian highlands. This massive study
contains alphabetical entries for the major plants, trees, shrubs, as well as fungi. Many entries are
accompanied by gorgeous, life-like drawings. There is also precious anecdotal evidence of these plants'
usage by the Armenians of the 19th century and before. Latin, French, Turkish and Arabic names (the last
two in Armenian characters) appear in cross-referenced indices at the back. This is a major source for the
study of Armenian ethnobotany.


Շիրակ, Տեղագրութիւն պատկերացոյց Shirak, Teghagrut'iwn patkerats'oyts' [Illustrated
Topographical Study of Shirak] (Venice, 1881), in 217 pdf pages.


Սիսական, Տեղագրութիւն Սիւնեաց աշխարհի Sisakan, Teghagrut'iwn Siwneats' ashxarhi
[Sisakan, Topography of the Land of Siwnik'] (Venice, 1893). Alishan's thorough study of the twelve
districts of Siwnik' in eastern historical Armenia. Topics include geography, topography, natural resources,
flora, fauna, history, current conditions, customs, folklore, and much more. Lavishly illustrated with
drawings, and numerous photographs unavailable elsewhere, in 642 pdf pages.


Տեղագիր Հայոց Մեծաց Teghagir Hayots' Metsats' [Topography of Greater Armenia], by Levon
(Ghewond) Alishan (Venice, 1855), in 121 pdf pages.


Շնորհալի եւ պարագայ իւր Shnorhali ew paragay iwr [Shnorhali and His Times] (Venice, 1873). A
detailed study of the life, times, and works of Saint Nerses Shnorhali ("The Gracious" or "The Graceful")
(1098-1173), kat'oghikos of the Armenian Church (1166-1173), poet, theologian, and philologist, in 641
pdf pages.


Սիսուան: համագրութիւն Հայկական Կիլիկիոյ եւ Լեւոն Մեծագործ Sisuan:
hamagrut'iwn Haykakan Kilikioy ew Lewon Metsagorts [Sisuan: a Study of Armenian Cilicia and Levon
the Magnificent] (Venice, 1885). Historico-philological study of Cilicia including natural resources,
folklore, flora and fauna, in 674 pdf pages.


Léon le magnifique, premier roi de Sissouan ou de l'Armenocilicie, by Ghewond M. Alishan (Venice,
1888), in 428 pdf pages.


Assises d'Antioche par Sempad le Connétable (Venice, 1876). Original grabar text and French translation.


Արշալոյս քրիստոնեութեան Հայոց Arshaloys k'ristoneut'ean Hayots' [The Dawn of Christianity
among the Armenians], by Levon (Ghewond) Alishan (Venice, 1901), in 304 pdf pages.


Հուշիկք հայրենեաց հայոց Hushikk' hayreneats' hayots' [Memories of the Armenian Homeland] by
Levon (Ghewond) Alishan. Download includes both volumes of this two-volume work (Venice, 1869-
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1870, in 1176 bookmarked pdf pages.


Հայապատում Hayapatum [Armeniaca] vol. 1 (Venice, 1901), in 985 pdf pages. vols. 2-3 (Venice,
1901), in 1042 pdf pages.


Հայ Վենետ, կամ յարընչութիւնք հայոց եւ Վենետայ ի ԺԳ եւ ի ԺԵ դարն Hay Venet, kam
yare"nch'ut'iwnk' hayots' ew Venetay i ZhG ew i ZhE darn [Relations between the Armenians and Venice
in the 13th-15th Centuries] parts 1 and 2 (Venice, 1896), in 637 pdf pages. Part 2 continues to the 18th
century.


Italian version of the above: L'Armeno-Veneto (Venice, 1893) part 1, 13th-14th centuries, in 358 pdf
pages.


Արցախ [Artsakh], by Ghewond Alishan (Erevan, 1993), in 123 searchable pdf pages. This is G. B.
T'osunyan's Modern Armenian translation of Alishan's Classical Armenian monograph on the district of
Artsakh (Nagorno-Karabakh/Mountainous Karabagh) in eastern historical Armenia. It is perhaps the most
detailed study of the area, especially for the medieval period, and contains precious material not found
elsewhere.


Writings of Ghewond Alishan, at Internet Archive.


Victor Langlois


Collection des historiens anciens et modernes de l'Arménie, volume 1 (Paris, 1867). Mar Apas Catina,
Bardesane, Agathange, Faustus de Byzance, Léboubna d'Édesse, Zénob de Glag, Jean Mamigonien.


Collection des historiens anciens et modernes de l'Arménie, volume 2 (Paris, 1869). Gorioun, Moise de
Khorèn, Élisée, Lazar de Pharbe, Eznik de Goghp (extrait du ch. II).


Documents pour servir a l'histoire des Lusignans de la petite Arménie (1342-1394) (Paris, 1859). Langlois'
valuable study of the French noble family of Lusignan with branches in Cyprus, Antioch, and the
Armenian kingdom of Cilicia. After the murder of the Hetumid Leon IV in 1341, his cousin Guy de
Lusignan was elected king of Cilicia. The pro-Latin family tried unsuccessfully to impose Catholicism in
the country, which led to constant civil unrest. Lusignan kings of Cilicia included: Constantine II (1342-
1344); Constantine III (1344-1362); Constantine IV (1362-1373); and Leo V (1374-1393). The Cilician
Armenian kingdom was inherited by the Cypriot Lusignans in 1393. 71 pdf pages.


Chronique de Michel le Grand patriarche des Syriens Jacobites (Venice, 1868). This is a French translation
of the medieval Armenian version of Michael the Syrian's Chronicle. Langlois used most of the
manuscripts published in the later Classical Armenian editions of Jerusalem 1870 and 1871. His edition is
very readable and accompanied by extensive scholarly notes. 399 pdf pages.


Inscriptions grecques, romaines, byzantines et arméniennes de la Cilicie (Paris, 1854).


Le trésor des chartes d'Arménie, ou, Cartulaire de la chancellerie royale des Roupéniens: comprenant tous
les documents relatifs aux établissements fondés en Cilicie par les ordres de chevalerie institués pendant
les Croisades et par les républiques marchandes de l'Italie, etc. (Venice, 1863).


Mémoire sur la vie et les écrits du prince Grégoire de Magistros, duc de la Mésopotamie, auteur arménien
du XIe siècle. This study by Langlois appeared in Journal Asiatique XIII 6(1869) pp. 5-64. It is an account
of the life and works of Grigor Magistros Pahlawuni (990-1058), an Armenian scholar, author, translator,
and political functionary. After serving as governor-general of the city of Edessa, Magistros was named
Duke of Mesopotamia by the Byzantine emperor Constantine IX Monomachus. Throughout his life
Magistros collected ancient texts, made translations from Greek, Syriac, and Arabic, and trained a
generation of scholarly ecclesiastics.
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Inscriptions grecques, romaines, byzantines et arméniennes de la Cilicie (Paris, 1854).


Numismatique genéralé de l'Arménie. Langlois' study is preceded by another noteworthy monograph,
Édouard Dulaurier's Bibliothèque historique arménienne ou Choix des principaux historiens arméniens
traduits en français et accompagnés de notes historiques et géographiques, collection destinée à servir de
complément aux Chroniqueurs byzantins et slavons (Paris, 1859).


Numismatique de la Géorgie au moyen âge (Paris, 1852), in 68 pdf pages.


Description of the Armenian Monastery on the Island of St. Lazarus-Venice, followed by a compendium of
the history and literature of Armenia. English translation of Langlois' French original (Venice, 1874).


Marie-Félicité Brosset


Histoire de la Siounie par Stephannos Orbelian, volumes 1 and 2 (St. Petersburg, 1864-1866). 513 pdf
pages.


Histoire chronologique par Mkhit'ar Ayrivanets'i (St. Petersburg, 1869).


Deux historiens arméniens (St. Petersburg, 1870). Kiracos de Gantzac et Oukhtanes.


Collection d'historiens arméniens (St. Petersburg, 1876), tome II. Zakaria: Mémoires historiques sur les
Sofis, Cartulaires de Iohannon-Vank. Hassan-Dchalaliants: Histoire d'Aghovanie. Davith-beg. Abraham de
Crete: Histoire de Nadir-chah. Samouel d'Ani: Tables chronologiques. Souvenirs d'un officier russe.


Les ruines d'Ani capitale de l'Arménie sous les rois Bagratides, aux X et XI s Histoire et description vols. I
and II (St. Petersburg, 1860-1861). Invaluable study of the Armenian city of Ani by the French Orientalist
and translator Marie-Felicite Brosset (1802-1880). Includes a thorough history and description with
inscriptions and excerpts from historical sources, personal observations, diagrams, and genealogical tables.
205 pdf pages, plates absent.


Rapports sur un voyage archéologique dans la Géorgie et dans l'Arménie (St. Petersburg, 1849-51), in 996
pdf pages.


Inscriptions géorgiennes et autres, recueillies par le Père Nersès Sargisian et expliquées par M. Brosset (St.
Petersburg, 1864), in 40 pdf pages.


Histoire de Géorgie (St. Petersburg, 1849-1850) in two volumes: tome 1, in 716 pdf pages. This is
Brosset's translation of the Georgian K'artlis C'xovreba [Life/History of Georgia], made from the King
Vaxtang VI Redaction (1703/61); tome 2, in 590 pdf pages. French translations of Georgian historical
works from the 15th-19th centuries.


Additions et éclaircissements à l'Histoire de la Géorgie (St. Petersburg, 1851), in 518 pdf pages. Contains
Chronique arménienne ("Juansher") among other works.


Description géographique de la Géorgie, par le Tsarévitch Wakhoucht (St. Petersburg, 1842), in 606 pdf
pages. Georgian text and French translation by Brosset.


Mélanges Asiatiques tirés du Bulletin de L'Académie impériale des sciences de St.-Pétersbourg (St.
Petersburg, 1863), Tome IV. (1860-1863), in 788 pdf pages. Articles about Armenian and Georgian topics
by Brosset, Langlois, Patkanian, and others.


Bibliographie analytique des ouvrages de Monsieur Marie-Félicité Brosset, par Laurent Brosset (St.
Petersbourg, 1887), in 436 pdf pages.
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Édouard Dulaurier


Les Mongols d'apres les historiens armeniens; fragments traduits sur les textes originaux, in 192 pdf pages.
This study appeared in Journal Asiatique 11(1858) pp. 192-255, 426-473, 481-508 and JA 16(1860) pp.
273-322. The author, the noted historian, Egyptologist, and Armenist, Édouard Dulaurier (1808-1881),
translated extensive extracts from two invaluable Armenian historical sources of the 13th century
pertaining to the Mongols: Kirakos Ganjakets'i and Vardan Arewelts'i ("the Easterner").


Numismatique genéralé de l'Arménie (Paris, 1859). Langlois' study is preceded by another noteworthy
monograph, Édouard Dulaurier's Bibliothèque historique arménienne ou Choix des principaux historiens
arméniens traduits en français et accompagnés de notes historiques et géographiques, collection destinée à
servir de complément aux Chroniqueurs byzantins et slavons.


Recherches sur la chronologie arménienne, I. La chronologie technique (Paris, 1859), all that was
published, in 460 pdf pages.


Recherches sur la formation de la langue arménienne (Paris, 1871), in 188 pdf pages. This is a French
translation of K. Patkanov's Russian study, which Dulaurier annotated.


Etude sur l'organisation politique, religieuse et administrative du royaume de la Petite-Arménie, Journal
Asiatique, 5th ser., XVII, XVIII (1861), published as a separate monograph in 1862, in 160 pdf pages.
Unfortunately, a genealogical table at the end is mangled.


Histoire, dogmes, traditions et liturgie de l'Église Arménienne Orientale (Paris, 1859), in 211 pdf pages.


Bibliothèque historique arménienne, ou choix des principaux historiens arméniens, (Paris, 1858), in 588
pdf pages. French translation of Matthew of Edessa's Chronicle and its continuation by Gregory the Priest
to 1162.


Recueil des historiens des croisades, documents arméniens tome premier (Paris, 1869), French translations of
Armenian histories and chronicles relating to the Crusades, preceded by an extensive study of the kingdom of Cilician
Armenia. Matthieu d'Édesse, Grégoire le Prêtre, Basil, Nersés Schnorhali, Grégoire Dgh, Michel le Syrien (extrait),
Guiragos de Kantzag (extrait), Vartan le Grand (extrait), Samuel d'Ani (extrait), Héthoum, Vahram d'Édesse, Héthoum
II, Nersés de Lampron, le Connétable Sempad, Mardiros de Crimée, Mèkhitar de Daschir. 992 pdf pages.


Recueil des historiens des croisades, documents arméniens tome second (Paris, 1906), French and Latin documents
relating to Cilician Armenia. Jean Dardel, Hayton (La Flor...), Haytonus, Brocardus, Guillelmus Adae, Daniel de
Thaurisio, Les Gestes des Chiprois. 1310 pdf pages.


Colophons of Armenian Manuscripts, 1301-1480, A Source for Middle Eastern History, by Avedis K. Sanjian
(Cambridge, MA., 1969), in 470 searchable pdf pages. Colophons are additions to the ends of manuscripts, made by
their copyist(s). Some contain invaluable information on local and regional events. Sanjian's translations are selections
from the magisterial publications of Levon Khachikyan, and are accompanied by extensive glossaries.


Օտար աղբյուրները Հայաստանի և հայերի մասին O'tar aghbyurnere" Hayastani ev hayeri masin
[Foreign Sources on Armenia and the Armenians]


Two volumes from this important series contain modern Armenian translations of relevant passages from
Syriac sources, together with invaluable introductory studies and scholarly notes:


Ասորական աղբյուրներ Asorakan aghbyurner [Syriac Sources] I (Erevan, 1976), in 479 pdf pages.
Translation, study, and notes by H. G. Melkonyan. Translated selections from the sixth century historians
Mshikha Zekha, Joshua the Stylite, Zakaria Rhetor, and John of Ephesus.
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Ասորական աղբյուրներ Asorakan aghbyurner [Syriac Sources] II. Անանուն Եդեսացի
ժամանակագրություն Ananun Edesats'i zhamanakagrut'yun [Chronicle of the Anonymous Edessan]
(Erevan, 1982), in 269 pdf pages. This a 13th century chronicle of importance for the Saljuq domination,
the Crusades, the Armenian principalities of Northern Syria, and other topics. Translation, study, and notes
by L. H. Ter-Petrosyan.


Five volumes contain modern Armenian translations of Byzantine sources, together with invaluable
introductory studies and scholarly notes. All five volumes are the work of the great Byzantinist Hratch
Bartikyan:


Prokopios Kesarats'i [Procopius of Caesarea] (Erevan, 1967), in 384 pdf pages.


Kostandin Tsiranatsin [Constantine Porphyrogenitus] (Erevan, 1970), in 444 pdf pages.


Hovhannes Skilits'ea [John Skylitzes] (Erevan, 1979), in 525 pdf pages.


T'eop'anes Xostovanogh [Theophanes Confessor] (Erevan, 1983), in 415 pdf pages.


T'eop'anesi Sharunakogh [Theophanes Continuator] (Erevan, 1990), in 438 pdf pages.


Three volumes contain modern Armenian translations of Arabic sources, together with invaluable
introductory studies and scholarly notes:


Yaqut al-Hamawi, Abu'l Fida, Ibn Shaddad (Erevan, 1965), A. T. Nalbandyan, translator and editor, in 366
pdf pages.


Ibn al-Athir (Erevan, 1981), Aram Ter-Ghewondyan, translator and editor, in 445 pdf pages.


Արաբ մատենագիրներ Թ-Ժ դարեր Arab matenagirner T'-Zh darer [Arab Authors of the 9th-10th
Centuries] (Erevan, 2005), Aram Ter-Ghewondyan, translator, in 706 pdf pages.


Three volumes contain modern Armenian translations of Ottoman Turkish sources of the 16-18th
centuries, accompanied by scholarly introductions, notes, and lexicons. All three volumes are the work of
the great Turkologist A. X. Safrastyan:


Թուրքական աղբյուրները Հ. 1 (Erevan, 1961), in 402 pdf pages. Contents include the chroniclers
Pechevi, Naima, Rashid, Chelebi-Zade, Suphi, Sami, Shakir, Sulayman-Izdi, Vassef, Ahmed Chevdet-
Pasha.


Թուրքական աղբյուրները Հ. 2 (Erevan, 1964), in 335 pdf pages. Contents include the chroniclers
Gharib Chelebi, Seloniki Mustafa, Solak Zade, Shani Zade, Munejjim Bashi, Feridun Bey, Kochi Bey.


Թուրքական աղբյուրները Հ. 3 (Erevan, 1967), in 347 pdf pages. Extracts from the writings of
Evliya Chelebi (1611-1682), Ottoman Turkish officer and diplomat.


Five volumes from the important series Հայ Ժողովրդի Պատմություն Hay zhoghovrdi patmut'yun [History
of the Armenian People] (Erevan, Armenia) cover earliest times through the 19th century. Each volume is the work of
multiple authors.


Hay zhoghovrdi patmut'yun [History of the Armenian People], volume 1 (Erevan, 1971), S. T. Eremyan,
editor, in 1012 searchable pdf pages. Devoted to Remote and Classical Antiquity: earliest times through
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https://archive.org/details/ByuzAghbyurner02Bartikyan1970
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https://archive.org/details/ArabakanAghbyurner02TerGhewondyan1981

https://archive.org/details/ArabakanAghbyurner03TerGhewondyan2005

https://archive.org/details/TurkakanAghbyurner01Safrastyan1961

https://archive.org/details/TurkakanAghbyurner02Safrastyan1964

https://archive.org/details/TurkakanAghbyurner03Safrastyan1967

https://archive.org/details/HAP01





the second century A. D.


Hay zhoghovrdi patmut'yun [History of the Armenian People], volume 2 (Erevan, 1984), S. T. Eremyan,
editor, in 782 searchable pdf pages. Devoted to the third-ninth centuries.


Hay zhoghovrdi patmut'yun [History of the Armenian People], volume 3 (Erevan, 1976), B. N. Arakelyan,
editor, in 1036 searchable pdf pages. Devoted to the ninth-fourteenth centuries.


Hay zhoghovrdi patmut'yun [History of the Armenian People], volume 4 (Erevan, 1972), L. S.
Khachikyan, editor, in 687 pdf pages. Devoted to the fourteenth-eighteenth centuries.


Volume 5 in this series, covering the period from 1801 to 1870, has been split in two for manageability.
Հայ ժողովրդի պատմություն Hay zhoghovrdi patmut'yun [History of the Armenian People],
volume 5 (Erevan, 1974), Zh. P. Aghayan, editor.


Հայ Ժողովրդի Պատմություն, Հ. 5a. 
Հայ Ժողովրդի Պատմություն, Հ. 5b.


Cultural History


Sections dealing with culture and the arts from the above volumes are available as separate pdf files,
indexed and searchable. Multiple authors.


From volume 1 (Erevan, 1971), earliest times through the second century A.D., in 162 pdf pages.


From volume 2 (Erevan, 1984), the third-ninth centuries, in 327 pdf pages.


From volume 3 (Erevan, 1976), the ninth-fourteenth centuries, in 326 pdf pages.


From volume 4 (Erevan, 1972), the fourteenth-eighteenth centuries, in 256 pdf pages.


From volume 5 (Erevan, 1974), the period 1801-1870, in 187 pdf pages.


Selected Writings of


Nicholas Adontz 
 Babken Arakelyan 


 Garnik Asatrian 
 Hratch Bartikyan 


 Paul Z. Bedoukian 
 Peter Charanis 


 Sirarpie Der Nersessian 
 Igor M. Diakonoff 


 Suren T. Eremyan 
 Robert H. Hewsen 
 Levon Khachikyan 
 Ervand Lalayan 


 Krikor Vardapet Maksoudian


Hagop Manandian 
 H. A. Martirosyan 
 Vladimir Minorsky 
 Matti Moosa 


 Armen Petrosyan 
 Boris Piotrovsky 
 G. X. Sargsyan 
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Journal Indices


HA Ts'ankk' 1887-1961. Indices for the Armenological journal Հանդէս Ամսօրեայ Hande's
Amso'reay (Vienna), for the years 1887-1961, in 56 pdf pages.


AH Ts'ankk' 1896-1916. Indices for Ազգագրական Հանդէս Azgagrakan Hande's [Ethnographic
Review] (Shushi and Tiflis), 1895/1896-1916, in 176 pdf pages.


BM Ts'ankk' 1941-2014. Indices for Բանբեր Մատենադարանի Banber Matenadarani [Journal
of the Matenadaran] (Erevan), for the years 1941-2014, in 51 pdf pages.


PBH Ts'ankk' 1958-2015. Indices for Պատմա-բանասիրական հանդես Patma-banasirakan
handes [Historico-Philological Journal] (Erevan), for the years 1958-2015, in 824 pdf pages.


Lraber Ts'ankk' 1966-2015. Indices for Լրաբեր հասարակական գիտությունների Lraber
hasarakakan gitut'yunneri [Bulletin of Social Sciences] (Erevan), for the years 1966-2015, in 858 pdf
pages.



https://archive.org/search.php?query=%28%28subject%3A%22Sayce%2C%20Archibald%20Henry%22%20OR%20subject%3A%22Sayce%2C%20Archibald%20H%2E%22%20OR%20subject%3A%22Sayce%2C%20A%2E%20H%2E%22%20OR%20subject%3A%22Archibald%20Henry%20Sayce%22%20OR%20subject%3A%22Archibald%20H%2E%20Sayce%22%20OR%20subject%3A%22A%2E%20H%2E%20Sayce%22%20OR%20subject%3A%22Sayce%2C%20Archibald%22%20OR%20subject%3A%22Archibald%20Sayce%22%20OR%20creator%3A%22Archibald%20Henry%20Sayce%22%20OR%20creator%3A%22Archibald%20H%2E%20Sayce%22%20OR%20creator%3A%22A%2E%20H%2E%20Sayce%22%20OR%20creator%3A%22A%2E%20Henry%20Sayce%22%20OR%20creator%3A%22Sayce%2C%20Archibald%20Henry%22%20OR%20creator%3A%22Sayce%2C%20Archibald%20H%2E%22%20OR%20creator%3A%22Sayce%2C%20A%2E%20H%2E%22%20OR%20creator%3A%22Sayce%2C%20A%2E%20Henry%22%20OR%20creator%3A%22Archibald%20Sayce%22%20OR%20creator%3A%22Sayce%2C%20Archibald%22%20OR%20title%3A%22Archibald%20Henry%20Sayce%22%20OR%20title%3A%22Archibald%20H%2E%20Sayce%22%20OR%20title%3A%22A%2E%20H%2E%20Sayce%22%20OR%20title%3A%22Archibald%20Sayce%22%20OR%20description%3A%22Archibald%20Henry%20Sayce%22%20OR%20description%3A%22Archibald%20H%2E%20Sayce%22%20OR%20description%3A%22A%2E%20H%2E%20Sayce%22%20OR%20description%3A%22Sayce%2C%20Archibald%20Henry%22%20OR%20description%3A%22Sayce%2C%20Archibald%20H%2E%22%20OR%20description%3A%22Archibald%20Sayce%22%20OR%20description%3A%22Sayce%2C%20Archibald%22%29%20OR%20%28%221845-1933%22%20AND%20Sayce%29%29%20AND%20%28-mediatype:software%29

https://archive.org/search.php?query=Ter-Ghewondyan%20AND%20Bedrosian

https://archive.org/search.php?query=Tiratsyan%20AND%20Bedrosian

https://archive.org/search.php?query=Toumanoff%20AND%20Bedrosian

https://archive.org/search.php?query=creator%3A%22Speros+Vryonis%2C+Jr.%22&sort=-publicdate

https://archive.org/search.php?query=Baynes%20AND%20Bedrosian

https://archive.org/search.php?query=Boyle%20AND%20Bedrosian

https://archive.org/search.php?query=Brooks%20AND%20Bedrosian

https://archive.org/search.php?query=%28%28subject%3A%22Budge%2C%20E.%20A.%20Wallis%22%20OR%20subject%3A%22E.%20A.%20Wallis%20Budge%22%20OR%20creator%3A%22Budge%2C%20E.%20A.%20Wallis%22%20OR%20creator%3A%22E.%20A.%20Wallis%20Budge%22%20OR%20creator%3A%22Budge%2C%20E%2E%20A%2E%20W%2E%22%20OR%20title%3A%22E.%20A.%20Wallis%20Budge%22%20OR%20description%3A%22E.%20A.%20Wallis%20Budge%22%29%20OR%20%28%221857-1934%22%20AND%20Budge%29%29%20AND%20%28-mediatype:software%29

https://archive.org/search.php?query=Bury%20AND%20Bedrosian

https://archive.org/search.php?query=Conybeare%20AND%20Bedrosian

https://archive.org/search.php?query=Dalton%20AND%20Bedrosian

https://archive.org/search.php?query=Diehl%20AND%20Bedrosian

https://archive.org/search.php?query=creator%3A%22Robert+Drews%22

https://archive.org/search.php?query=Gelb%20AND%20Bedrosian

https://archive.org/search.php?query=Cyrus%20Gordon%20AND%20Bedrosian

https://archive.org/search.php?query=Hans%20Guterbock%20AND%20Bedrosian

https://archive.org/search.php?query=Huntington%20AND%20Bedrosian

https://archive.org/search.php?query=Kramer%20AND%20Bedrosian

https://archive.org/search.php?query=Lane-Poole&page=1

https://archive.org/search.php?query=Le%20Strange%20AND%20Bedrosian

https://archive.org/search.php?query=%28%28subject%3A%22Luckenbill%2C%20Daniel%20David%22%20OR%20subject%3A%22Luckenbill%2C%20Daniel%20D%2E%22%20OR%20subject%3A%22Luckenbill%2C%20D%2E%20D%2E%22%20OR%20subject%3A%22Daniel%20David%20Luckenbill%22%20OR%20subject%3A%22Daniel%20D%2E%20Luckenbill%22%20OR%20subject%3A%22D%2E%20D%2E%20Luckenbill%22%20OR%20subject%3A%22Luckenbill%2C%20Daniel%22%20OR%20subject%3A%22Daniel%20Luckenbill%22%20OR%20creator%3A%22Daniel%20David%20Luckenbill%22%20OR%20creator%3A%22Daniel%20D%2E%20Luckenbill%22%20OR%20creator%3A%22D%2E%20D%2E%20Luckenbill%22%20OR%20creator%3A%22D%2E%20David%20Luckenbill%22%20OR%20creator%3A%22Luckenbill%2C%20Daniel%20David%22%20OR%20creator%3A%22Luckenbill%2C%20Daniel%20D%2E%22%20OR%20creator%3A%22Luckenbill%2C%20D%2E%20D%2E%22%20OR%20creator%3A%22Luckenbill%2C%20D%2E%20David%22%20OR%20creator%3A%22Daniel%20Luckenbill%22%20OR%20creator%3A%22Luckenbill%2C%20Daniel%22%20OR%20title%3A%22Daniel%20David%20Luckenbill%22%20OR%20title%3A%22Daniel%20D%2E%20Luckenbill%22%20OR%20title%3A%22D%2E%20D%2E%20Luckenbill%22%20OR%20title%3A%22Daniel%20Luckenbill%22%20OR%20description%3A%22Daniel%20David%20Luckenbill%22%20OR%20description%3A%22Daniel%20D%2E%20Luckenbill%22%20OR%20description%3A%22D%2E%20D%2E%20Luckenbill%22%20OR%20description%3A%22Luckenbill%2C%20Daniel%20David%22%20OR%20description%3A%22Luckenbill%2C%20Daniel%20D%2E%22%20OR%20description%3A%22Daniel%20Luckenbill%22%20OR%20description%3A%22Luckenbill%2C%20Daniel%22%29%20OR%20%28%221881-1927%22%20AND%20Luckenbill%29%29%20AND%20%28-mediatype:software%29

https://archive.org/search.php?query=Oppenheim%20AND%20Bedrosian

https://archive.org/search.php?query=Ramsay%20AND%20Bedrosian

https://archive.org/search.php?query=Rostovtzeff

https://archive.org/search.php?query=creator%3A%22E.+A.+Speiser%22

https://archive.org/search.php?query=Tarn&&and[]=creator%3A%22w.%20w.%20tarn%22&and[]=creator%3A%22tarn%2C%20w.%20w.%20(william%20woodthorpe)%2C%201869-1957%22

https://archive.org/details/UngnadStudies19031960

https://archive.org/search.php?query=Vasiliev%20AND%20Bedrosian

https://archive.org/details/HATsankk18871961

https://archive.org/details/AHTsankk18961916

https://archive.org/details/BMTsankk19412014

https://archive.org/details/PbhTsankk1958-2015indicesForTheArmenologicalPublication

https://archive.org/details/LraberTsankk1966-2015indicesForLraberHasarakakanGitutyunneri





Journal Searches


The Armenological journal Պատմա-բանասիրական հանդես Patma-banasirakan handes [Historico-
Philological Journal] (Erevan, Armenia) is now Open Access. All articles are freely downloadable:


By Year 
 By Subject 


 By Author


Articles from Պատմա-բանասիրական հանդես Patma-banasirakan handes,
multiple topics, periods, and authors:


Ancient History 
 Medieval History


The journal Լրաբեր հասարակական գիտությունների Lraber hasarakakan gitut'yunneri [Bulletin of
Social Sciences] (Erevan, Armenia) is now Open Access. All articles are freely downloadable:


By Year 
 By Subject 


 By Author


Teghekagir Ts'ankk' 1943-1965. Indices for Տեղեկագիր Teghekagir (Erevan, Armenia), 1943-1965, the predecessor
to Lraber, in 641 pdf pages.


Articles from the serial Banber Matenadarani [Journal of the Matenadaran], may be downloaded from this page of
the Matenadaran's website: Բանբեր Մատենադարանի.


Invaluable primary and secondary source material is available for reading and downloading at this page of the website
of the National Academy of Sciences of Armenia: Serials.


Online materials about West Asia (including Asia Minor/Anatolia and the Caucasus) from the Heilbrunn Timeline of
Art History, at New York's Metropolitan Museum of Art:


Chronology 
 Essays 


 Keywords


Material at Internet Archive 
uploaded by Robert Bedrosian.



http://hpj.asj-oa.am/view/year/

http://hpj.asj-oa.am/view/subjects/

http://hpj.asj-oa.am/view/people/
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http://serials.flib.sci.am/openreader/test/index.html

http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/chronology/#?geo=wa

http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/essays/#?geo=wa
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Armenian Bibliographies




A Bibliography of Classical Armenian Literature to 1500 A.D., compiled by Robert W. Thomson (Turnhout, 1995), in 321 bookmarked and searchable pages.

A Reference Guide to Modern Armenian Literature 1500-1920, compiled with an Introductory History by Kevork B. Bardakjian (Detroit, 2000), in 706 bookmarked and searchable pages.




Հայ հին և միջնադարյան գրականության համառոտ բիբլիոգրաֆիա (5-19 դար)  [Concise Bibliography of Ancient and Medieval Armenian Literature (5th-19th centuries)], compiled by Hovhannes Petrosyan and X. Samuelyan (Erevan, 1941), in 259 bookmarked and searchable pdf pages.




Bibliography of Haig Berberian, prepared by Angele Kapoian and Dickran Kouymjian, in 14 searchable pdf pages, from Armenian Studies in Memoriam Haig Berberian (Lisbon, 1986), Dickran Kouymjian, editor, Calouste Gulbenkian Armenian Library series, pp. xxix-xli. 




Bibliographie arménienne de la revue Xristjanskiy Vostok, by Bernard Outtier, in 8 searchable pdf pages, from Armenian Studies in Memoriam Haig Berberian (Lisbon, 1986), Dickran Kouymjian, editor, pp. 645-651. This is a French translation of titles of articles of interest to Armenists, published in Russian in the journal Христианский восток/Khristianskiy vostok [The Christian Orient], between the years 1912 and 1922. The bibliography includes articles by Adontz, Kalantarian, Marr, Melikset-Bek, Orbeli, Ter-Ovsepian, and others. 




A History of Armenian Literature from the 5th to the 19th Centuries, by Srbouhi Hairapetian (Los Angeles, 1995), in 648 searchable and bookmarked pdf pages, translated into English by multiple translators, and edited by Barlow Der Mugrdechian and Yervant Kotchounian. This is a translation of the author's outstanding Armenian original (1986), and is the best general work on the subject freely available in English.




Studies by Hagop Manandian at Internet Archive, in 3 pdf pages. This is a clickable index for some of the author's foundational works. H. A Manandian (1873-1952) was a major historian of Armenian economic and cultural life, and the author of numerous studies.  A Wikipedia entry (Hakob Manandian) describes his life, interests, and legacy, and provides additional bibliography. 




Studies by Nicholas Adontz at Internet Archive, in 7 searchable pdf pages. This is a clickable index for Internet Archive's large collection of Adontz' writings. Nicholas Adontz (1871-1942), one of the greatest investigators of Armenian and Byzantine history, "left more than 80 monographs on the history and literature of Medieval Armenia, Armenian-Byzantine relations, Armenian-Greek philology, mythology, religion, linguistics in the Armenian, Russian and French languages." A Wikipedia entry (Nicholas Adontz) describes his remarkable life and enduring achievements. 




Մովսես Խորենացի Մատենագիտություն [Movses Xorenats'i Bibliography], by Petros Hovhannisyan (Erevan, 2013), in 440 bookmarked pdf pages. The celebrated Armenian philologist has produced a thorough and very welcome work. Hovhannisyan's edition catalogs and characterizes the many publications of the Classical Armenian texts, the translations, and studies that deal with Xorenats'i's History, other works attributed to him, and the enigmatic author himself. 




Miscellaneous Armenian-Language Books of the 19th and Early 20th Centuries at Internet Archive, in 11 searchable pdf pages.  This is a clickable index for some of Internet Archive's Armenian-language resources. These books were selected for their illustrations, charts, tables, topics, and/or antiquarian interest.  Though mostly unrelated to Armenian studies, they are examples of the breadth and fineness of some  popular Armenian printed works.




Studies of Armenian Literature (5th-17th Centuries) at Internet Archive, in 109 pdf pages. This is a clickable index for some of Internet Archive's resources. It includes studies of Armenian historical sources, secular medieval poetry, and the works of fabulists, as well as general reference works and bibliographies. 




Travellers to Armenia (in the 17th through early 20th centuries) at Internet Archive, in 28 pdf pages. This file is a clickable index for some of Internet Archive's resources about journeys to the Armenian Highlands and neighboring lands. Additionally, the document contains links to relevant materials at Encyclopaedia Iranica online.




Ցուցակ հայագիտական հրատարակութեանց յԵւրոպա 1896-1910  [Catalog of Armenological Publications in Europe, 1896-1910], compiled by Petros Fe'rhat'ean/Ferhatian (Vienna, 1919), in 265 pdf pages. Azgayin matenadaran series, volume 82. The material is arranged alphabetically and also by year. 




Bibliography of Published Works by Vahakn N. Dadrian, in 14 searchable pdf pages. During the course of his long and fruitful scholarly career, Dr. Dadrian has published numerous trailblazing studies, which are as remarkable for their factual information as for their methodology and depth. This listing (current to 2005), which is from the website of the Zoryan Institute, is a bibliography of his books, monographs, articles, and encyclopedia entries about genocide and genocide-related topics, written in English and other languages. 




The Image of Armenia in European Travel Accounts of the Seventeenth Century, by Jack Lewis Vartoogian, in 368 searchable and bookmarked pdf pages. This superb study, which is a contribution to Middle Eastern and European history, is Vartoogian's Ph.D. dissertation (Columbia, 1974), with extensive bibliography.




Armenian Folklore Bibliography, by Anne M. Avakian (Los Angeles, 1994), in 234 bookmarked and searchable pdf pages. This excellent work contains citations of articles and books on Armenian folklore, in multiple languages. Probably the best available resource in English for bibliography on this subject.




Armenian Books 1525-1800 and Undated Books from the Hakob Meghapart Project Bibliography website, in 100 searchable pdf pages. Made on June 7, 2013, and current to that date.






Clickable Indices for Armenological Journals




Eminean Ts'ankk' 1901-1913 [Indices for Emin's Ethnographic Review]. A publication of the Lazarean Institute in Moscow, this journal issued nine volumes between 1901 and 1913 in various cities: Alexandropol, Vagharshapat, Moscow, Nor Naxijewan, and Tiflis. The journal's editors and contributors include some of the giants of early Armenian ethnography.





Lraber Ts'ankk' 1966-2015 [Indices for Lraber hasarakakan gitut'yunneri/Bulletin of Social Sciences].  The articles are mostly in Armenian and Russian and include material of Armenological interest. Published in Erevan. 




PBH Ts'ankk' 1958-2015 [Indices for the Armenological publication Patma-banasirakan handes/Historico-Philological Journal]. This renowned journal publishes in Erevan.




Teghekagir Ts'ankk' 1943-1965  [Indices for the journal Teghekagir]. This journal was succeeded by Lraber, which still publishes.




BM Ts'ankk' 1941-2014 [Indices for the Armenological journal Banber Matanadarani/Journal of the Matenadaran]. Published in Erevan.




HA Ts'ankk' 1887-1961 [Indices for the journal Handes Amsorya/Monthly Review]. This venerable journal still publishes in Vienna, Austria. The download includes in one file scans of indices published by HA in 1912 and 1962, arranged by author's last name and sometimes by topic. 




AH Ts'ankk' 1896-1916 [Indices for Azgagrakan Handes 1896-1916]. The journal Azgagrakan Handes/[Ethnographic Review was founded by the renowned ethnographer/folklorist Ervand Lalayan (1864-1931), and contains descriptions of Armenian village life, topography, antiquities, dwellings, ornaments, feasts, songs, beliefs, etc.,  as well as rare photographs of historical Armenian areas.









Catalogue de la littérature Arménienne depuis le commencement du IV-ème siècle jusque vers le milieu du XVII, by K. Patkanian. Invaluable bibliographical listing of Classical Armenian historical sources and their translations into European languages. This article appeared as columns 49-91 in Bulletin de l'Académie impériale des sciences de St.-Pétersbourg (1860, vol. 2).




Bibliographia Caucasica et Transcaucasica, volumes 1 and 2 (St. Petersburg, 1874-1876), compiled by M. Miansarof, in 873 pdf pages. Invaluable, extensive bibliographical information about the Caucasus and Transcaucasus. Preface and tables of contents in French and Russian. Categories include: natural history, ethnography, peoples, expeditions, antiquities and inscriptions, numismatics, history, religion, ecclesiastical literature. 




Библиографический очерк армянской исторической литературы [Bibliographical Sketch of Armenian Historical Literature], by K. P. Patkanov (St. Petersburg, 1880), in 75 pdf pages. Bibliography of Armenological works published in Armenian, Russian, French, German, and English through 1879. 




Հայկական մատենագիտութիւն [Armenian Literature] (Venice, 1883). Bibliography of Armenological works and Armenian-language literary works published from 1565 through 1883, in 761 pdf pages.









Armenian Resource Guides, with topical bibliographies.



Հայկական մատենագիտություն [Armenian Bibliography], at the Academy of Sciences website in Armenia.
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Armenia: A Historical Atlas

by Robert H. Hewsen (Chicago, 2001)



 




A Wikipedia entry describes the life and achievements of Robert Hewsen, the extraordinary American historian and cartographer.  His magnum opus is the present Atlas.



Internet Archive has the entire Atlas, divided into sections.  Each section contains texts and maps about the period as well as the book's bibliography.












Introductory



Contents: Foreword, by Cyril Toumanoff; Preface; Acknowledgments; Tables of Transliteration; Symbols; Map Abbreviations; Introduction; Historical Introduction: 1. Historical Armenia; 2. The Armenian Plateau; 3. Armenia in Its Historical-Geographical Setting; 4. Orography; 5. Mt. Ararat; 6. Hydrology; 7. Climate; 8. Vegetation.





Prehistory-2nd Century A.D.



The earliest civilizations known from the territory of historical Armenia: the Nairi states (13th-9th centuries B.C.), the kingdom of Biainili (Urartu) (9th-6th centuries B.C.), Achaemenid "Armina" (550-330 B.C.), Orontid (Eruanduni) Armenia (4th-3rd centuries B.C.), Artaxiad (Artasheshean) Armenia (180 B.C.-A.D. 14), the lesser Armenian kingdoms, the Georgian kingdoms, the kingdom of Aghuania/Caucasian Albania, and the kingdom of Commagene.




3rd-4th Centuries

Armenia as known to the Romans (1st-3rd centuries), Arsacid (Arshakuni) Armenia in the period 63-298 and later.







4th-6th Centuries



Armenia in the 4th century, the lordly (naxarar) system, the organization of the Armenian Church, the first Byzantine expansion into Armenia (387-591), the wars for religious freedom, and the second Byzantine expansion (591-654).






6th-9th Centuries



Armenians and the Byzantine empire, the territorial expansion of the great Armenian princely Houses, the anonymous Ravenna Cosmography, Armenia according to the 7th-century geographical work called the Ashxarhats'oyts', the Arab domination: the Ummayad period (654-750), and the Arab domination: the Abbasid period (750-885).





9th-11th Centuries



Armenia in the early Bagratid period (884-962), in the later Bagratid period (962-1064), the Bagratid kingdoms in Armenia and the Caucasus, the kingdom of Vaspurakan (908-1021), Eastern Armenian kingdoms and principalities (822-1261), the principality and kingdom of Siwnik', and the third Byzantine expansion into Armenia (949-1064).










11th-14th Centuries, Eastern Armenia



Eastern Armenia under the Saljuqs/Seljuks (11th-12th centuries), under the Georgians (1199-1236), Armenia according to Idrisi's map (1156), and Armenia under the Mongol Ilkhans (1256-1335).



11th-14th Centuries, Cilician Armenia

Cilician Armenia as a Barony (1080-1198/1199) and a Kingdom (1197-1375).






14th-15th Centuries



Armenia under Turkmen domination (1378-1502).



16th-17th Centuries

 Armenia in the Early Ottoman-Saffavid Period (1478-1590), Armenia in the Middle Ottoman-Safavid Period (1590-1639), the Armenians in Iran, Armenia in the Late Ottoman-Safavid Period (1639-1722), the Armenians of South and Southeast Asia, and the Armenian Diaspora in Eastern Europe.



18th-19th Centuries

The Age of the Meliks (1678-1828), Armenia in the 18th Century, the Khanate of Iravan or Ch'ukhur Sa'd, the Russian Expansion into Caucasia (1774-1878), and Armenia in the Period of Russian and Turkish Reform (1828-1877).






19th-20th Centuries-01



This section begins with a Chronology (1878-1920), and continues with text about Modern Armenia: Armenia on the Eve of the First World War (1878-1914); the City of Constantinople; the City of Smyrna; the Vilayet of Erzurum; the Vilayet of Sivas; the Vilayet of Adana; the Vilayet of Mamuretulaziz and the Autonomous Sanjak of Marash; the Vilayet of Diyarbekir and the Autonomous Sanjak of Urfa; the Vilayet of Bitlis; the Vilayet of Van; and the Vilayet of Trabzon.



19th-20th Centuries-02

This section describes Western Transcaucasia (Russian Armenia), 1878-1914; Eastern Transcaucasia, 1878-1914; the Peoples of Caucasia; the Armenian Episcopal Sees in 1910; and the Armenian Dialects. 






20th Century-01



Armenia in the First World War, 24 Oct. 1914-30 Oct. 1918; the Armenian Genocide; and the First Republic of Armenia, 28 May 1918-2 December 1920. 




20th Century-02



This section begins with a Chronology (1920-2000) followed by text about Armenia in the Soviet Period (1920-1990); the Armenian Republic (Physical); Soviet Armenia: History and Administration (1920-1990); and Soviet Armenia: Economy.




20th Century-03



Contemporary Armenia: the City of Erevan; the Monastery of Ejmiatsin; the Autonomous Province of Highland Karabagh (Nagorno-Karabakh); the Nakhichevan Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic; Armenian Historical and Cultural Sites in Western Armenia, Iran, and Eastern Armenia.




20th Century-04



This is the final portion of the Atlas and deals with the Armenian Diaspora and the Armenian Republic (to 2000). Topics: the Armenians in the Middle East; in Europe; in South America; the Armenians in the United States and Canada; the Armenian Church in North America; Diaspora Communities Elsewhere; Epilogue: the New Armenian Republic; and Conclusion.
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